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Think about things that are often the subject of disputes in your home. Remind 

your children that the first priority in resolving those disputes is to communicate 

“I care about you and your needs or interests.” Brainstorm ways they could 

communicate that in the specific property struggles you list below. 

Sibling Opposition Solution (S.O.S.) 

Lesson 16 Activity 

How “Sharing” Breeds Selfishness 

Object we often fight about: Owner? Or community property? 
How could we manage this 

dispute lovingly? 
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Here are some ideas of ways you could suggest to your 
children that property disputes could be managed. 
 
1. Use a timer. One person has it for a certain time, then the 
other person gets it for the same amount of time. I’ve watched 
my kids pick up this approach and suggest it without my 
prompting. 
 
2. Offer an alternative. I’m not willing to give up what I have, 
but I’ll let you use something else of mine that you’d enjoy. 
 
3. Divide the pieces. If it’s a toy with multiple parts (like 
Legos, dolls, etc.) agree on a way to divide them up. 
 
4. Divide the jobs. If the toy or game involves different roles 
(like one person chooses the doll clothes, the other person 
does the hair) each person can have a job. 
 
5. Assign days, or some other regular rotation. One per-
son gets to sit in the recliner on Mondays, another on Tues-
days. One person has morning computer time, another in the 
afternoon. 
 
6. Have a treasure drawer. Give each child a special drawer 
or container in which to keep special personal property sepa-
rate from the regular toy shelfs or toy storage. Make it clear 
that this drawer and its contents are off-limits to other kids. 
 
7. Get another one. Just get another of the same thing. Per-
haps they could chip their money together to purchase it. 


