
 
 

161 

 

CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 25th November, 2015, at 7.00pm, in 
Woodland Hall, Woodland Road, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor D Robb (in the Chair) 
and Councillors FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and L McKendrick 

and County Councillor J Chaplow 
 
72. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors B Armstrong, J Armstrong and County 
Councillors D Bell and A Bonner. 
 
73. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
Councillor Makepeace declared an interest in Minute 81.  
 
74. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 Further details on devolution for the North East had been released and a referendum on 
whether residents supported an elected mayor would be held in County Durham. 

 The County Council was awaiting details of its financial settlement for the forthcoming year.  
Further reductions were anticipated although it was difficult to see where further cuts could be 
made. 

 A number of towns and villages across the County had successfully achieved environment 
awards. 

 A campaign had been launched to retain the DLI museum.  The County Council had plans to 
ensure that the collection was maintained and made accessible in different ways as the 
current museum had not been well used over the years.    
 

Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
75. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meetings held on 28th October, and 11th November, 2015, were confirmed as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
76. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising.   
  
77. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £332.42 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for November. 
(ii) £83.20 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for November. 
(iii) £194.05 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for December. 
(iv) £48.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for December.  
(v) £150.00 to Mr D Walker in respect of reimbursement for cost of skip hire. 
(vi) £660.00 to Artis Consulting in respect of quantity surveying services for November. 
(vii) £840.00 to Artis Consulting in respect of quantity surveying services for December. 
(viii) £1,180.00 to B&C Shelters in respect of repairs to the youth shelter. 
(ix) £744.00 to Lucion Environmental in respect of asbestos survey of community centre. 
(x) £1,071.60 to WJM Quigley Ltd in respect of disconnection of electricity supply to 

community centre. 
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(xi) £1.536.00 to WJM Quigley Ltd in respect of hire of storage container, packing up and 
transfer of community centre contents to storage. 

(xii) £139.98 to Hamsteels Community Hall Association in respect of packaging materials 
and disconnection of computer equipment.  

(xiii) Hire charges to Durham County Council in respect of venue hire for Parish Council 
meetings.  

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

  
(i) 28th Oct 2015 £ 660.00 Artis Consulting    No. 797 
(ii) 28th Oct 2015 £ 1,093.00 Makepeace Landscapes  No. 799 
(iii) 28th Oct 2015 £ 431.03 Clerk’s wages    No. 801 
(iv) 28th Oct 2015 £ 57.60 HMRC     No. 802 
(v) 28th Oct 2015 £ 110.00 Cornsay Village Residents Association No. 803 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £82,275.30 
Barclays  £5,316.23 
Barclays (Savings) £22,095.24 
Unity Trust  £2,830.80 

 
78. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
There was no correspondence for consideration. 
 
79. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration.  
 
80. PRECEPT 2016/2017 
 
The Clerk reported that details of the Tax Base and Local Council Tax Support Scheme grant for 
2016/2017 had now been received from Durham County Council.  The Clerk could now prepare a 
report for consideration by the Council in order to agree the Precept for the forthcoming year.  
 
Resolved: That a special meeting of the Council be arranged for mid-December to agree the 
Council’s Precept requirement for 2016/2017.  
 
81. PLANTERS 
 
The planters around the Parish had now been planted with winter bedding displays, and the planters 
around the community hall had been relocated in anticipation of building works commencing on the 
site.  
 
Makepeace Landscapes had offered to undertake bedding displays in the planters next year for the 
sum of £935.00 including watering of the tubs for the first three weeks after planting of the summer 
display.  Additionally, they had quoted £69.00 per month for grounds maintenance at Cornsay 
Colliery Park and the adjacent pathway which was an increase of £3.00 per month from the current 
year.  
 
The wall behind the village green at Cornsay would benefit from strimming and weeding if this could 
be included in the grounds maintenance programme. 
 
It was also suggested that as some of the planters at Hamsteels were in a rather poor condition 
alternative such as recycled plastic replacements should be considered.  
 
Resolved: (i) That in view of the excellent service provided by Makepeace Landscapes in the current 
and previous years and the minimal increase in price from the current year, Makepeace Landscapes 
be requested to undertake grounds maintenance and planting of bedding displays for 2016/2017 and 
that Standing Orders in relation to obtaining further quotation be waived.  
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(ii) That the Clerk obtain prices for replacement planters at Hamsteels.  
 
(iii) That Makepeace Landscapes be requested to undertake a cut/strim along the wall to the rear of 
the village green at Cornsay.  
 
82. CORNSAY DRAW WELL 
 
The Clerk reported that following a discussion with the Conservation Officer at Durham County 
Council, Historic Property Restoration Ltd (HPRL) had been requested to provide a quotation for 
works required to the Draw Well.  
 
HPRL was formerly the direct labour arm of English Heritage and were experienced and qualified for 
works of this nature.  
 
Following an external inspection of the Draw Well, HPRL had advised that while the exterior of the 
building was in generally good condition, there were a few areas where lime pointing was required.   
 
Internally, the building was not in such good condition however as it had not been possible to gain 
access to inspect the interior thoroughly various works were recommended if the structure was 
sound, although a detailed inspection may identify further works.  
 
Resolved: That HPRL be requested to undertake an internal inspection of the Draw Well and that a 
convenient time and date be arranged when access could be provided.  
 
83. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

(a) Update on progress 
 
The Clerk reported on progress and events.   
 
The community centre had closed on 13th November, 2015, and the contents had been packed and 
transferred to storage the following week.   
 
An issue had arisen in respect of disconnection of the utility supplies as the Council had not been 
notified of the need to arrange for removal of the meters prior to the services being disconnected.  
 
As the Community Hall Association had arranged to terminate the contracts on 20th November, 2015, 
it had proved very difficult to arrange for the meters to be removed as there was no account holder in 
place to make the request.  
 
In order to make progress, WJM Quigley had undertaken to deal with the disconnection of the 
supplies.  Although quotations had been obtained by the Mechanical and Electrical Engineer in 
February, 2015, these had now expired.  WJMQ had made contact with Northern Powergrid in 
relation to disconnection of the electricity supply, however the cost had increased from that quoted. It 
any event, it was necessary for the meter to be removed and the supply disconnected prior to 
demolition commencing and WJMQ had therefore placed an order work the works to be carried out.  
WJMQ had met the cost which would be reimbursed by the Council as part of the project cost.  
 
In relation to the gas and water, WJMQ were continuing to deal with the suppliers in order to make 
the necessary arrangements. There was, however, an element of urgency to the situation as removal 
was necessary to allow works to commence on site to meet the timescales for the planning 
permission.  
 
Discussion took place around how this situation had arisen and the lack of communication.  Had the 
Council been made aware that the meters had to be removed, then the necessary arrangements 
could have been made in good time and it was felt that it was important to ensure that this situation 
did reoccur. 
 

(b) Contract for Building Works 
 
Approval had now been received from the Big Lottery Fund to enter into a contract for building works.  
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The Clerk reported that he had expected to have the necessary contract documentation for signature 
by the Council.  The Quantity Surveyor had received the necessary documentation however various 
information was awaited from WJMQ before the documentation could be finalised for signature by 
both parties.  
 

(c) Insurance Arrangements  
 
The Clerk had been in touch with Zurich Municipal in respect of making the necessary changes to the 
Council’s insurance policy.   
 
Confirmation was awaited from Zurich in relation to various aspects and timescales.  It was likely that 
there would be a change to the Council’s premium to reflect the storage arrangements for the 
contents and the differing requirements for buildings cover.  
 

(d) Schedule of Payments  
 
The Clerk had requested a schedule of payments due under the contract for approval by the Council. 
 
In terms of making payments, invoices would be confirmed as due for payment by the Architect.  On 
receipt, invoices would be submitted to the Big Lottery Fund who would make the necessary payment 
to the Council to cover the cost.  The Council would meanwhile have to account for and reclaim any 
VAT due.  A schedule of payments would assist with financial planning and speed up the process as 
payments could be authorised in advance.  
 

(e) Thanks 
 
Councillor FS Duggan requested that it be recorded on behalf of the Hamsteels Community Hall 
Association and the Council his thanks to everyone who had worked so hard in such a short time to 
pack up and clear and pack up the Hall. 
 
Resolved: (i) That the Clerk contact the Architect in relation the situation regarding the removal of 
the meters to ensure that there is no recurrence. 
 
(ii) That a special meeting of the Council be arranged for mid-December in order to sign the contracts 
for building works.  
 
(iii) That the Clerk make the necessary arrangements in respect of the insurance and that any 
additional premium due be paid.  
 
(iv) That the schedule of payments be considered at a future meeting of the Council.   
 
 

The Meeting closed at 8.20 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


