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Subject: Grade 11 Biology 
Term: 1  
Week: 9   Lesson Number: 25B 
Unit: 11.2: Nutrition 
Topic: 11.2. 2 Plant nutrition  
Sub-topic: Parasitic plants (Save Buk 11 Biology. Pg.91-92)  

 
Introduction: 
This lesson is made up of lesson resource/ notes and practice exercise. 
 
Instruction:  
Follow the steps given below and work through the lesson. 
Step 1: Copy the Header into your exercise book. Make sure that your Handwriting is neat and 

legible. 
Step 2: Read the lesson resource and copy or make summary notes in your exercise book.   
Step 3: Complete thePractice Exercise.  
Step 4: After you have completed the practice exercise, revise your work.  (I will be checking your 

Exercise Book when you return to School).  
 
Lesson Resource/ Notes: 
Read through your lesson resource/ notes and make summary notes and cut and paste diagrams 
or draw them into your exercise book. 

Parasitic plants 

May be true or partial parasites.   

True parasites do not photosynthesise- they obtain food as well as water and minerals from the 
host plants.  Example. The PNG ficus tree (Ficus septica), dodder (Cuscuta sp). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partial parasite or hemiparasites obtain their food through photosynthesis and have the same 
adaptations for photosynthesis as do normal plants.  However, hermiparasitic plants obtain their 
water and minerals from the host plant and show specific adaptations to this.  Example.  NZ 
miseltoes (Peraxilla tetrapetala, P.colensoi). 
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Practice Exercise 25B: 
Write the questions first and then your answer in complete sentences. Watch the correct spelling 
of terms and appropriate calculations where required. 
 
1. Explain why parasitic plants: 
A. Produce large number of seed 
You can start your answer like this: Parasitic plants produce large number of seeds in order to … 
 
B. Have haustoria 
You can start your answer like this: Parasitic plants have haustoria in order to………. 
 
C. Have very reduced or absent vascular tissue, leaves or roots. 
You can start your answer like this: Parasitic plants have reduced or absent vascular tissue, leaves 
or roots in order to………. 
 
 
 
You should be able to develop understanding of differences in structure and function of 
parasitic plants. 


