
 
Colorado State University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Colorado counties cooperating. 

Extension programs are available to all without discrimination. 

 
 

Colorado Master Gardener Program 
Colorado Gardener Certificate Training 
 

2020 Application & Training Information 
 

Thank you for your interest in the Colorado Master Gardener Program (CMG) or Colorado Gardener 
Certificate Training.  Important information about these two programs can be found online and below. 
 

GENERAL PROGRAM INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT:  
http://ColoradoMasterGardener.org > About > Become a Master Gardener 

 

JEFFERSON  COUNTY PROGRAM INFORMATION 
 
DEADLINE TO APPLY:  October 25, 2019 
 
HOW TO APPLY: Choose one method for applying/submitting your application. 
 
Apply online at: http://ColoradoMasterGardener.org 
 
Email application as attachment to: bide@co.jefferson.co.us 
 
Mail application to:  Bruce Ide, Master Gardener Coordinator 
     Jefferson County Extension 
     15200 West 6th Ave. Pkwy. Unit C 
     Golden, CO 80401 

TRAINING DETAILS 
 
Training location: Jefferson County Fairgrounds, Denver Botanic Garden 

 
Training dates:  January 15, 2020 – April 8, 2020 
 
For additional information, contact: Bruce Ide 303-271-6643 or bide@co.jefferson.co.us 

http://coloradomastergardener.org/
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2020 Training Tuition & Course Materials 
 

 

 
 

Program Tuition 

Colorado Master Gardener Program Volunteer  
Apprentice training 
Do not send payment, you will be billed if selected as a CMG volunteer. 

$170  
 

Colorado Master Gardener receiving Scholarship  
Apprentice training 
Do not send payment.  You will be billed if selected as a CMG volunteer and 
selected to receive a scholarship. 

$85  
 

Colorado Gardener Certificate 
Auditing CMG Training courses  
Non-volunteer option, send payment to local county once confirmed.  
No scholarships available for this option. 

$530  
 

 
The CMG/CGC training is equivalent to a four-credit class.  In comparison, tuition for an in-state 
resident, undergraduate, four-credit class at CSU is $1,932.   

 
 

Training Materials 
There no required textbooks. Several optional texts will be reviewed in training courses and can be 
purchased through CSU Extension (or options will be shared). 
 
Required course reading materials, known as GardenNotes, are free, public and available on-line at 
http://cmg.colostate.edu/GardenNotesUpdate.shtml 
 

 

 
 
 

http://cmg.colostate.edu/GardenNotesUpdate.shtml
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General Training Information 
 
 

The Colorado Master Gardener/Colorado 
Gardener Certificate programs are open to 
Colorado adults, 18 years or older, with an 
interest in horticulture and a desire to educate 
their county’s citizens. 

Our program utilizes a hybrid training program 
containing in-person and online classes. In-
person classes are ~6-hours per day (times and 
days vary by county). All classes are taught by 
CSU Extension campus-based and county-based 
faculty and staff.  Class information is focused 
toward the non-commercial, home gardener.   

Topics include the following:  

• Introduction to the Colorado Master 
Gardener Program* 

• Plant Health Care/Integrated Pest 
Management and the Diagnostic Process* 

• How Plants Grow/Botany* 

• Soils, Soil Amendments, and Fertilizers 

• Plant Pathology 

• Entomology (insects) 

• Lawn Care and Diagnosing Lawn Problems* 

• Weed Management 

• Tree Care and the Science of Planting 
Trees* 

• Vegetables 

• Mountain Gardening (where applicable) 

• Small Fruits (where applicable) 
 

*These classes will be online classes done at 
home followed by in-class review and discussion 
the following week. Your coordinator will provide 
the schedule.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participants are expected to attend the 60 hours 
of training provided.  However, that is not always 
possible due to illness, family emergencies, and 
weather-related travel issues.  When missing a 
class, the student is responsible for the content 
and should invest extra time with the study 
materials.  Make-up of a class at another 
location/date is not an option.  Some class units 
may be recorded and available online. 
 
To complete the training as a CMG Volunteer or 
Colorado Gardener Certificate Student, 
participants must complete homework, all online 
classes and attend at least 80% of in-person 
classes. You must complete a final exam (open 
book, open-note, research encouraged) with a 
score of 75% or better to earn your 
certificate/complete training. 
 
College credit is not available for CMG/CGC 
training. 
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Colorado Gardener Certificate Information  
 
 
Adults 18 years and older who are interested in 
the Colorado Master Gardener training without 
the volunteer commitment may enroll for the 
coursework under the Colorado Gardener 
Certificate option.  The course work is available 
for a higher fee in-lieu-of the return service.   

Upon completion of the course, CGC students 
receive the Colorado Gardener Certificate.  
However, without the volunteer commitment, 
participants do not become Colorado Master 
Gardeners.  

The Colorado Gardener Certificate may be 
displayed in a place of business and used in 
business marketing.   

To receive the Colorado Gardener Certificate, 
students must satisfactory complete the CMG 
training (i.e., complete homework and attend at 
least 80% of classes).  Participants are expected 
to attend all training sessions.  However, that is 
not always possible due to illness, family 
emergencies, and weather-related travel issues.  
When missing a class, the student is responsible 
for the content and should invest extra time with 
the study materials. 

Make-up of a class at another location/date is 
not an option.  Some class units may be picked-
up from CMG Online. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enrollment 

To enroll in the Colorado Gardener Certificate 
training, send in the Colorado Gardener 
Certification Registration online at 
http://ColoradoMasterGardener.org or through 
your local county registration process.  

First come, first serve, depending on available 
space and payment. 

 

http://coloradomastergardener.org/
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The Colorado Master Gardenersm Program Information 
 
Colorado Master Gardener (CMG) adult 
volunteers assist the county office of Colorado 
State University Extension to extend research-
based information on home landscape/plant 
care and gardening into the community.   

Colorado Master Gardeners are involved in a  
variety of educational activities and enjoy 
educating, informing and assisting their 
community in horticulture-related programming. 

For additional information about the CMG 
volunteer program, refer to the website at 
http://ColoradoMasterGardener.org 

 

Application Process 

Thanks for considering the Colorado Master 
Gardener (CMG) Apprentice program. 
Apprentices are our CMG’s in training. Please 
read these details before applying. 

What to know before you apply: 
Like all programs, we have a few things you 
should consider if you’d like to apply. 

▪ You must be at least 18 years old to apply. 
▪ If you’re accepted into a program, there are 

training fees ($170) your first year and dues 
($25-35 in most counties) required every 
subsequent year. 

▪ We do offer financial need-based 
scholarships (reducing your fee to $85). 
Details are in the application. 

▪ Initial horticulture training requires 80% 
minimum class attendance, completion of all 
on-line classes and completion of homework 
assignments and weekly reading. 

▪ You will need reliable access to the internet 
and email to be successful in our program. 

Accommodations can be made in local 
offices as needed. 

▪ Your apprentice year requires 50 hours 
minimum volunteer time in your county/area 
CMG program by the end of the program 
year (October 31st). 

▪ Our program does allow for a 2-year 
apprenticeship option, requiring 60 hours of 
volunteer service over a 2-year period and 
successful completion of all other 
requirements. 

 
What to know about the application: 
▪ Applications are offered online or as 

hardcopy. 
▪ Know your local county name and if they are 

training in the year you’re applying for. 
▪ Not all counties train every year! Contact 

your county for more information. 
▪ Application deadlines and training dates vary 

by county. If your county is not listed in the 
online application, training will unfortunately 
not be offered locally in where you live in the 
upcoming training year. 

▪ We require 3 named references. Have your 
references’ names and emails handy when 
you apply. 

▪ CSU requires all volunteers are background 
checked. Information is in the application. 

▪ The application will take 30-60 minutes to 
complete and must be done in one sitting (if 
online). 

▪ We require future and current volunteers 
familiarize themselves with CSU’s policies 
and guidelines annually: 

✓ Extension program are available to all 
without discrimination. 

✓ We proudly uphold the CSU Principles 
of Community: 
https://diversity.colostate.edu/princi
ples-of-community/ 

http://coloradomastergardener.org/
https://cmg.extension.colostate.edu/about/become-a-colorado-master-gardener-2/#step4
https://diversity.colostate.edu/principles-of-community/
https://diversity.colostate.edu/principles-of-community/
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▪ We require future and current volunteers 
familiarize themselves with CSU’s policies 
and guidelines annually (continued): 

✓ Colorado Master Gardener Volunteer 
Agreement and Code of Conduct: 
https://cmg.extension.colostate.edu/
wp-
content/uploads/sites/59/2019/08/C
olorado-Master-Gardener-Volunteer-
Agreement-and-Code-of-Conduct-
8.2019.pdf 

✓ CSU’s Minors’ Policy: 
http://policylibrary.colostate.edu/poli
cy.aspx?id=734 

 
What to expect after submitting your 
application: 
▪ Your local county program coordinator or 

Horticulture agent will be in touch. 
▪ Interviews are required by most counties and 

are scheduled locally. Volunteer interviews 
are standard to assess commitment, 
strengths and interests each applicant will 
bring to the program. 

▪ Acceptance into a program is at the 
discretion of the local county staff and all 
volunteers must pass a criminal background 
check. 

▪ Background checks are also initiated and 
tracked in your local county. 

▪ Now you can sit back, relax and follow us on 
Instagram @coloradomastergardeners 

Thanks for applying! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholarships  

Scholarships are available for individuals on 
limited incomes.  (Refer to application.)  Fees for 
CMG Volunteers selected to receive a scholarship 
are $85, with the student printing or 
downloading class materials. A limited number of 
scholarships are available in a county.  Selection 
of scholarship recipients is based on CMG 
selection criteria.  
 

http://policylibrary.colostate.edu/policy.aspx?id=734
https://www.instagram.com/coloradomastergardeners/?hl=en

