
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
June 1984: The owners of three of these machines  

are still Branch members (see page 2) 

 

 

March 2015 
 



 

Scribblings 

 

This month’s cover picture dates from 10th June 1984 and was taken during the Branch’s first ever 
overseas trip, when 11 people on six Triumphs and a Chevanne spent a weekend in the Netherlands. 
The trip was organised to cure Phil Short of his fear of riding on the wrong side of the road, which 
seems to have been successful as he has put many thousands of miles under his wheels in France, 
Spain and Portugal in the intervening years 

On one of the club nights last November some old photos were put on display and many of them can 
now be seen in the “Stories” section on the Branch website; the photos from the Dutch weekend 
should soon be joining them. The write-up of that weekend will also be making an appearance on the 
website in the Documents Archive at some stage in the future. 

Assuming that you are reading this in good time, don’t forget that our 18th March club night is the 
Branch Annual General Meeting, which will start at 8.30pm. For that night only we will be using the 
private room that is on the left as you walk through the front door at The Crown, rather than the main 
bar.  

 

 
33 Argyle Street, St.James, Northampton NN5 5LJ  

Tel: 01604-582468 e-mail: Sarge@SargeNorthampton.demon.co.uk 

 

New Members 
The branch membership continues to increase. Would you please extend a welcome to these people 
who have joined since the January newsletter was published: 

Paul Biddle of Rushden 

Gary Bonham of Northampton 

John Lyman of Stanion 

Stephen Miklosz of Rushden 

Joshua Parker of Milton Keynes 

John Wright of Towcester 
 

We look forward to seeing you all out one of our branch events. 

 

 

Membership Renewals 
The Branch only sends membership forms off to HQ for processing twice a month (normally on the 
weekend after a club night). So, if you are posting off your renewal it will generally be quicker for you 
to send the form and cheque direct to the HQ address in Horley rather than to the Branch 
Membership Secretary. Don’t worry about the money as the Branch gets the same amount per 
member regardless of the method used to renew. 

Alternatively, you can renew on-line via the club’s website: http://www.tomcc.org/Membership.aspx; 
paying by credit card or PayPal account. 

 

http://www.tomcc.org/Membership.aspx


 

Northants Branch Events List 

 

Non-club members are welcome at all events unless specifically marked otherwise. Listen out for 
details at club nights, or check with committee members beforehand in case of short-notice 
alterations/cancellations. Except where indicated, club nights start at 8pm.  

Events 

Wed 18th Mar Northants Branch Annual General Meeting. At The Crown. See agenda 
on page 10. We will be in the room on the left of the main entrance. 

Wed 1st Apr Club Night at The Crown 

Fri-Sun 10th-12th Apr Triumph Owners National Rally and AGM at Slimbridge, Gloucesteshire. 
Agenda will be posted to all members with Nacelle. 

Wed 15th Apr Club Night at The Crown 

Sat-Sun 25th-26th Apr Stafford International Classic Motorcycle Show 

Sat-Mon 2nd-4th May Branch Display: Rushden Historic Vehicle Cavalcade.  

Wed 6th May Club Night at The Crown 

Sat 16th May Jacks Hill Café 60th Birthday Party from 7.30pm. Tickets £8. Details will 
appear on the website: www.jackshillcafe.co.uk, or talk to Rocker Bri. 

Sat-Sun 16th-17th May Motorcycle New Festival of Motorcycling at Peterborough. Advance prices: 
£19 adult and £14 Over 65. http://mcnfestival.com/  

Wed 20th May Club Night at The Crown 

Sun-Mon 25th-26th May Lamport Hall Festival of Country Life (possible branch display) 

Wed 3rd Jun Club Night at The Crown 

Wed 10th Jun Run to BSA Owners Club at The Barley Mow, Cosgrove.  

Sat 13th Jun Daventry Motorcycle Festival: Branch ride-in and display 

Wed 17th Jun Concours d’Elegance: Entries open to all Triumph engineed motorcycles 
owned by Northants Branch members 

Trophies for Classic (pre-1990) and Hinckley machines. We haven’t had 
many entries for the Classic class in the last few years so all you owners of 
pre-1990 Triumphs are especially welcome. 

 

Later in the year we intend put on a display of Triumphs at these events:  

Sun 12th Jul Jack’s Hill Café Ton-Up Day 

Sat-Sun 1st-2nd Aug East Carlton Transport Gala 

Sat 8th Aug Stilton Motorcycle Show (Peterborough TOMCC event) 

Sun 16th Aug Brackley Festival of Motorcycling 

Sat 22nd Aug Northants Bike Show, Chelveston 

Sat-Sun 26th-27th Sep Pistons & Props, Sywell Airfield 

If you would like to display your Triumph at one or more of these please contact Phil Barton (some of 
them are classic orientated so we could do with more pre-1990 bikes). 

For some shows we take a gazebo in which store helmets, shelter from the sun (or rain), and so on. 
The member who previously looked after this is stepping down so we could do with one or more 
volunteers to transport it and some other stuff to/from the various events. Contact Les Barras if you 
can help out.

http://www.jackshillcafe.co.uk/
http://mcnfestival.com/


 

Northants Branch Info and News 

 

Branch HQ:  

The Crown, Senwick Road, Wellingborough, NN8 1NJ. The pub is on the south-east side of 
Wellingborough, a 5 minute ride from the A45 and the southern section of the A509. It’s only a few 
hundred yards away from Pure Triumph, so if you know where the dealer’s showroom is our HQ will 
be easy to find. 
 
Meetings are held on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month, starting at 8pm. Please park 
motorcycles in that section of the car park to the right of the pub’s front door. 
 

The Branch on the Internet: 
 
Our website can be found at: www.northantstomcc.org.uk. Most pages are public but there is one 
small section that is restricted to branch members only, accessed via the password that is advised 
separately.  

We are always looking for new articles and photos to add to it. If you have anything suitable please e-
mail the webmaster: webmaster@northantstomcc.org.uk 

We also now have Facebook page – if you use Facebook search for “TOMCC Northants”. 

 

Pure Triumph:  

Our local Triumph dealer is based at The Embankment, Wellingborough, NN8 1LD. The company’s 
website can be found at www.puretriumph.co.uk.  

On production of a current Triumph Owners membership card, Pure Triumph at 
Wellingborough will give a 10% discount on the following items: Clothing, Oxford Products, 
Helmets, Oil products, Labour on Servicing. 

Links: 

Triumph Owners MCC national website: www.tomcc.org 

The club also has a page on Facebook; search for “Triumph Owners' Motor Cycle Club” 

British Motorcyclists Federation: www.bmf.co.uk  

Triumph Motorcycles: www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk  

 

Bike Nights in Northamptonshire: 

Jack’s Hill Café Bike Night, A5 north of Towcester: First Friday of each month. 
www.jackshillcafe.co.uk  

Earls Barton Classic Car and Bike Meet, Whites Nurseries, Clay Lane: Last Wednesday of each 
month April-September. www.classicbikemeet.co.uk  

Billing Bike Night, Billing Garden Village, The Causeway, Great Billing. Every Wednesday from April. 
www.allseasonscafe.co.uk  

AJs Diner Bike Night, 141 Leyland Trading Estate, Irthlingborough Road, Wellingborough: Every 
Thursday 7pm-10pm. www.ajsdiner.co.uk (N.B. the website is a bit out of date at the moment) 
  

http://www.northantstomcc.org.uk/
mailto:webmaster@northantstomcc.org.uk
http://www.puretriumph.co.uk/
http://www.tomcc.org/
http://www.bmf.co.uk/
http://www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk/
http://www.jackshillcafe.co.uk/
http://www.classicbikemeet.co.uk/
http://www.allseasonscafe.co.uk/
http://www.ajsdiner.co.uk/


 

Northants Branch Info and News 

 

A Face From The Past:  

Mike Thompson  paid us a visit during the Quiz night in February. He was was one of the founder 
members of the Northants Branch and for a couple of years in the 1980s he was also the National 
TOMCC Club Chairman. 

As well as handing over some more old photos for the archives Mike’s visit had two other purposes: 
to drum up support for a village fete and to offer some magazines for sale… 

Dallington Fete: The Dallington village fete will take place on Saturday 1st August and Mike has 
been tasked with organising a display of classic cars and bikes. 

The fete is on between 11am-4pm, with setting up from 10am. If you have a classic Triumph (i.e. pre-
1990) that you would like to put on display please get in touch with him. The same applies if you have 
another make of classic bike, or a classic car! The venue is the car park in Dallington Park Road, 
Northampton. 

Magazines: Like many of us Mike has collected a lot of stuff over the years and is now trying to 

make some room in his house, so he’s putting his collection of magazines up for grabs… 

Motorcycle Sport from 1970: £8.00 per year 

Motorcycle Mechanics from 60's onward: £12.00 per year.  

Bike, Classic Bike, and Classic Motorcycle from first issues to late 90's: £15.00 per year.  

As these have also been advertised on e-Bay it’s not possible to say what’s still available. 

For the fete or magazines contact Mike on 07860-765546 or via tt-mike@hotmail.co.uk. 

 

The First Club Run Of The Year 

At the 18th February club night Kirk and I 
mentioned that we were going for run up to 
Triumph at Hinckley (for no other reason than a 
nice trip) on Sunday 22nd Feb, setting off from 
Pure Triumph at Wellingborough at 8am. Garry 
was the only one brave/daft enough to join us for 
the early/cold start.  

Went up via Jack's café for an en-route, well 
needed, cup of tea. Despite the bright sunshine it 
was cold but bearable.  

Arrived at the Hinckley factory and parked up in 
the outer car park. Unfortunately a security 
'jobsworth' came over and told us we couldn't 
park there, I guess we were the only excitement 
for his Sunday shift and no doubt we were 
entered into his daily log. 

Uneventful drive back and a few degrees 
warmer, the predecessor to the rain front which 
was to hit after we got home. 

Dave Orrock 

  



 

Northants Branch Info and News 

 

Northants Branch Clothing Range 

 

Our new range of clothing is available, which follows the Henry Ford maxim of “any colour you like so 
long as it’s black”. 

All items come with the branch logo embroidered on the front, as shown above. Items 5 & 6 also 
include the large back-print (though this can be left off if requested). Items 1, 2 & 3 can have the back 
print added for an additional £7.50 per item. 
 

 Item Price 

1 T-Shirt £12.00 

2 Polo Shirt £14.50 

3 Business Shirt £25.00 

4 Fleece £25.00 

5 Sweatshirt £26.00 

6 Hoodie £29.50 

7 Baseball Cap £12.00 

8 Sew-On Patch £6.00 

Clothing should be ordered via Les Barras at one of our club nights. All being well, what you order at 
one club night will be available for collection at the next (we have not looked at postage costs so it is 
collection only for the time being).  

March Nacelle 

I trust that you’ve all read the article on page 22 of the March Nacelle about the Buccaneer and 
Legend specials. The author of that article: Ralph Love; is a Northants Branch member. 

 

 

 



 

February 2015: Daytona Beach and more 

Last August I was browsing through a number of winter holiday advertisements when I came across 
an interesting one being proposed by Iglu Cruises. They were offering 5 nights in Orlando, Florida 
with a hire car thrown in and a 7-day Caribbean Cruise on the Carnival Liberty. The price was good 
and it fitted our requirements so I booked up. 

I then started to research where we would like to visit using Orlando as our base. Definitely no 
Disney! We wanted one day for shopping as clothes and medicines can be very cheap in the States. 
On looking at the map I noticed that Daytona Beach and Cape Canaveral were only about 50 miles 
away. We also wanted to travel on an air boat over the swamp areas hoping to see plenty of wild life 
including Alligators and possibly a Manatee. Nothing was pre-booked and when we arrived the 
weather was quite cool (10 degrees). 

So the first day we decided to get the shopping out of the way and managed to buy most of what we 
wanted. The next day (Thursday) we selected Daytona Beach. I knew very little about it other than 
motorcycle racing used to take place there and of course Triumph named both a Meriden and a 
Hinckley bike the Daytona. 

As we were approaching Daytona we drove past the Daytona International Speedway (Oval) circuit 
and we noticed quite a lot of activity in the area. There were touts along the road offering to buy or 
sell tickets and a number of trucks and large gazebos were dotted around the outside of the track. 
We soon realised that it was the weekend of the Nascar Daytona 500 race which was due to take 
place on the Sunday. The meeting started today with amongst other things pickup truck racing. 

We pressed on into Daytona following the signs to the beach. We could see the sand at the end of 
the road and there was a kiosk part way down. I stopped a short distance from the Kiosk and Liz 
went over to enquire about access to the beach. For $10 we could have access to the 6 mile stretch 
of beach and drive along the whole length, park anywhere and as long as we were off the beach by 
6.00pm all would be fine. Too good to miss. So we purchased our ticket and drove onto this amazing 
beach.  

 

As the weather was quite chilly it was almost deserted. The beach is actually on a long sand island 
running parallel to the mainland. There are four driving zones and the one we arrived on was the 
original beach racing one which stretched for 6 miles. The beach is very straight and the white sand 
is so compacted that you virtually leave no tyre tracks as you can see on the left of the picture. In 
summer it gets very crowded, but on a cool February day apart from a Mustang we almost had the 
beach to ourselves. Of course we drove the full length of the beach stopping frequently to take in the 
atmosphere. When we reached the end of the driving zone we turned back towards the mainland and 
found this wonderful bar on a jetty sticking out into bay and refreshed our minds and spirits. It had a 
large sign regarding the protection of Manatees. Unfortunately the water was too cold for them at 
present so we did not see one. Before leaving the island we drove the full length on the road that 
runs parallel to the beach and then headed for home. 



 

February 2015: Daytona Beach and more 

                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had to pass the Speedway track on the way back and it was now a hive of activity getting ready 
for that evening’s racing. It was packed with people and cars and it took us about 20 minutes to drive 
past it due to all the spectators crossing the road from the car parks. 

All this lead me to wonder what the history of the beach racing was. So I did some research. 

The first Daytona 200 mile race was held on January 24, 1937. This race was a 3.2 miles beach and 
road course. It was won by Ed Kretz from California riding an Indian motorcycle with an average 
speed of 73.34 mph. With a break for the war years the racing continued on this circuit until 1961 
when it moved to the new International Speedway Circuit. In 2005 the length was reduced to 65 
miles. 

The race is still held during the first week in March as part of the Daytona Beach Bike Week Rally 
which attracts 500,000 visitors most of whom ride Harleys. 

The Daytona name was first seen on a Triumph motorcycle in 1967, in celebration of two years of 
success at the Daytona 200 race. Winning was no mean feat, as both man and machine had to 
survive more than 50 laps of the torturous 3.8-mile Daytona International Speedway to complete the 
200-mile contest. As well as a traditional infield circuit, the track included a section of high-speed 
banking that saw riders battle with an angle of more than 31 degrees – putting both suspension and 
chassis, not to mention the human body, under extreme duress. It was a race like no other, but a 
challenge that Triumph’s engineers relished. 

Triumph had originally won the event on a shortened two-mile course in 1962, but returned to the 
podium in 1966 with American rider Buddy Elmore taking victory on a Tiger 100. Elmore set an 
average speed of 96.9mph on the 500cc T100, thanks to the development work of Triumph engineer 
Doug Hele, who created a more powerful motor with a modified head and the addition of twin Amal 
monobloc carburettors. A year later, legendary American rider Gary Nixon, who died in 2011, made it 
two out of two for Triumph at the Daytona 200 by taking the 1967 victory. This prompted the launch 
of the Tiger T100R Daytona – a true race replica. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daytona_200
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ed_Kretz
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Daytona_International_Speedway_-_Road_Course.svg


 

February 2015: Daytona Beach and more 

The next day we set off in the opposite direction, to the Withlacoochee River for a trip on an airboat. 
The boats are powered by a large and very noisy fan at the rear of the boat and can travel at up to 30 
mph . They ride over the weed and growth in the river and are very manouverable. We managed to 
see a couple of ‘Gators’ and lots of birdlife including a bald eagle and turtles. Liz and I were sat at the 
front which was great for viewing, but when the driver decided to show us a few tricks with the boat 
we got soaked by the spray. It was a wonderful experience and one felt very close to nature. At the 
booking area there were some young Gators you could hold, but when they get to four feet the can 
bite your hand off and are returned to the wild. 

        

Our final destination was The Kenedy Space Centre at Cape Canaveral. We were bowled over by the 
quality of the exhibits and the fact that you could get very close to everything. There was a full size 
replica of the Apollo rocket which took the astronauts to the moon, there was the actual Space 
Shuttle Atlantis which we could walk right up to, there was a bus tour which took us round the launch 
sites, we saw the tracked vehicles that take the rockets to the launch pads, we saw the building 
where the rockets are assembled, and there was an Imax cenema where we watched the space 
station in 3D being assembled 160 miles above the earth. This was filmed over a number of years. 
You felt you could reach out and touch it. There was a lot more which I won’t bore you with. Suffice to 
say we were very impressed and would recommend it to anyone. 

   

The next day ( Sunday) we had to board our cruise ship. Luckily we were able to watch the Daytona 
500 on the television in our cabin, so we didn’t completely miss it. 

Neville Colvin 

 



 

Northants Branch 2015 Annual General Meeting 

The 39th Annual General Meeting of the Northants Branch of the Triumph Owners M.C.C. will take 
place on Wednesday 18th March at The Crown, Senwick Road, Wellingborough. All members are 
asked to attend.  

The meeting will start at 8.30pm.  

Agenda  

1. Chairman to open the meeting and take apologies.  

2. Minutes of the previous meeting* and matters arising.  

3. Executive Officers’ Reports:  

 a) Secretary  

 b) Treasurer  

 c) Chairman  

4. Election of Officers:  

 a) Chairman  

 b) Secretary  

 c) Treasurer  

 d) P.R.O.  

 e) Scribe  

 f) Runs Captain  

 g) Membership Secretary  

 h) General Purpose Officers  

5. Election of Branch Auditor  

6. Election of Branch Honorary Members  

7. Presentation of Awards:  

 a) Triumph Trophy (for general attendance by a full member)  

 b) Navigator Trophy (for general attendance by an associate member)  

 c) Triumph Rider’s Trophy (for attendance by a full member on a Triumph)  

 d) Club Person of the Year  

 e) The Double Digit  

8. Propositions (taken from the floor or, preferably, in writing in advance)  

9. Any Other Business  

 

Notes:  

All Officers posts are open for nominations (self-nomination is permitted) and may be filled by any 
Branch Member. Any Branch Member may put forward propositions. All nominations and propositions 
must have a seconder.  

7a, 7b and 7c are awarded by points accumulated throughout the year. 7d is awarded by vote of 
members present on the night.  

Copies of the current Branch rules and constitution may be obtained from Ian Sargent. 

* The minutes of last year’s AGM were published in the May 2014 newsletter. They can also be 
found in the Members area of the Documents section on the branch website. 


