
Sermon 191: Romans 14:10-12: The Judgement seat of God 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
In the human heart lies a contradiction, we all want justice but we don’t want God as a 
judge.  In every culture and human experience there is a cry for justice, an outrage and a 
desire for a reckoning where the truth will come to light and those who have been 
oppressors and done evil will receive their due.  We can all think of someone who we think 
deserves to be judged, but how many of us would volunteer ourselves for judgement?  The 
Bible reveals that it is right that we have this instinct to want to see justice done, and 
wrongs righted, but we are wrong in thinking that our measuring stick of justice is the 
correct measure, that our opinion of who should be judged and how is the correct one.  One 
day there will be a day for justice; it is called the Day of Judgement, or the Day of the Lord.  
For that is the Day He will come to right all wrong and punish all crimes, and remake all 
things anew.  It is to this reality Paul turns our minds as he continues in Romans 14:10-12, 
‘Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For 
we will all stand before the judgment seat of God;11 for it is written, "As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God."  So then each of 
us will give an account of himself to God.’  
 
The tone of these verses is very sharp, Paul addresses them directly, ‘you.’  He uses 
rhetorical questions to rebuke both the weak and the strong, ‘Why do you pass judgment on 
your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother?’  Paul leans hard on these 
judgemental and despising Christians.  He has told them that it is the duty of a Christian to 
please God not you, and now he points out explicitly that God is the one who will weigh our 
deeds and that every person will stand before God.  We have discussed in looking at v4 how 
God has already ruled and justified the Christian and so we cannot have an opinion of them 
that contradicts that.  Now we want to look at further details added here that Paul tells us 
about God’s judgement. We will observe three things: Paul tells us about the inescapable 
reality of judgement; he alludes to the fact that the judgement will be universal; and he 
gives us some details of the nature of the judgement. 
 
The reality of judgement 
 
 Paul’s use of rhetorical questions here is a device to get these Romans to feel how 
inappropriate their attitudes towards each other have been.  Having asked the questions 
Paul appeals to the truth of God’s judgement to help them see why there is no good reason 
for them to do as they have been doing.  ‘For we will all stand before the judgement seat of 
God.’  I would like us to focus in on the words, ‘we will.’  You will stand before the 
judgement seat of God.  Let us stop and allow this basic fact to loom large for us.  You will 
be judged, you will be weighed, you will come before the God who knows your every 
thought and word and deed to give an account for everything you have done—fact!  If you 
have any doubts about this, remember, that a large part of Jesus parables spoke about 
future judgement.  The parable of the weeds, the parable of the net, the parable of the 
unforgiving servant, the parable of the virgins, the parable of the sheep and the goats, the 



parable of the talents, the parable of the tenants, the parable of the wedding feast,… you 
get the idea.   
 
Not only is the teaching of Christ a proof that we will have to face God in judgement, the 
resurrection of Christ proves it as well.  When Paul was addressing the Athenians he said 
this, Acts 17:30-31, ‘The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent,31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given 
assurance to all by raising him from the dead."’  Look at that last line, ‘of this’ referring to 
the fixed day of Judgement, God has given an assurance that it will come.  The proof or 
assurance is Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  And there is no doubting the resurrection.  
The resurrection of Christ is one of those facts you have to reckon with.  If Jesus did not 
rise, where did His body go, the authorities could have produced the body, they did guard 
the tomb after all.  If you wanted to create a believable lie that Jesus had risen, you would 
not make women the first witnesses, in the ancient world a woman’s testimony would not 
be accepted in court. You have the psychological changes of the disciples who were huddled 
away coming out boldly and preaching the gospel risking the disapproval of the same 
leaders that had killed Jesus.  You have the many eye witnesses of the resurrected Christ, 
Paul even refers to 500 many of whom were still alive to be spoken to at the time of writing, 
in 1 Cor. 15:9.  So the resurrection is one of the best attested facts of the ancient world, but 
what does it prove?  Well if Jesus has resurrected and taken up His seat at the right hand of 
the Father then He is sitting on the throne before which we will have to stand for 
judgement.  If He resurrected and has the power over death then this proves He can in the 
future raise all for judgement as the Bible teaches.   
 
The universality of judgement 
 
Coming back to Romans 14:10 notice the next word, ‘For we will all….’  Though Paul is 
especially emphasizing how these believers in particular will stand before God’s judgement, 
Paul makes this point based on the bible’s teaching on the universal nature of the final 
judgement.  Who will be judged on judgement day?  Angels will be judged, Jude 6, ‘And the 
angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, 
he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day.’  
And every human being that has ever lived upon the earth, Rev. 20:11-15 mentions the 
dead great and small, even including those who died at sea and all in the grave, ‘Then I saw 
a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled 
away, and no place was found for them.12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the 
book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what 
they had done.13 And the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up 
the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what 
they had done.14 Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death, the lake of fire.15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of 
life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.’  The only ones who possibly would not be judged 
would be those infants who died in infancy for they had not yet done any deeds and would 
not qualify for a judgement according to works. 
 
V11 confirms the universal scope of judgement day, ‘for it is written, "As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God."’  Paul has just 
spoken a hard word, and in his typical fashion he does not merely state a fact he 
demonstrates how this is not his opinion but the teaching of Scripture.  This is a quote from 
Is. 45:13, but Paul adds the oath formula of ‘As I live’ to strengthen it.  There is to be no 



doubt in our minds of the veracity of Paul’s point that there will be a universal judgement.  
And notice how Paul stresses how every knee will bow to the kingship of God and every 
tongue will confess His Lordship. 
 
What a day that will be.  There will be no hiding on that day.  There will be no one else to 
blame for what we have done.  There will be no possibility of excuses.  We will not be able 
to take credit for another’s actions.  Each one of us will stand before the full glory of God 
and we will bow.  There will no option to opt out, no possibility of postponing the 
appointment, there will be no power to resist and no lie can be told to avoid the encounter.  
You will be overwrought by the unveiling of God’s majesty.  No matter if you loved Him or 
hated Him in this life, there will be no denying His majestic glory on that day.  Friend and 
foe alike will irresistibly wilt before His divine majesty and be the small created things we 
are.  Pretence will evaporate, resistance will crumble, argument will be silenced, and God 
will be all.  Some will gladly worship and extol God’s glory, others will be utterly terrified in 
their confession of who He is, but all will be gathered on their knees before the King of the 
universe, the Creator, Saviour and Judge.  All of creation will finally be before its Creator in 
the proper posture.  No more unbelief, no more rebellion, no more denials, the day of 
reckoning and of power has come.   
 
Both believers and unbelievers alike will appear before Him to give an account. 
 
The nature of judgement 
 
The text before us also gives us an indication of the nature of that day, the first is in verse 
10 which says, ‘we will all stand before the judgement seat of God,’  here we are told to 
picture a courtroom scene, God is the judge and you stand before Him.  This is further 
confirmed in v12, ‘So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.’  The bible 
teaches that every person will have to stand on their own two feet before God to give an 
account of everything they have ever done.  The universal teaching is that we will face a 
judgement according to works.  2 Cor. 5:10 reminds us that we will be judged for those 
things done in the body, ‘For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that 
each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.’  
For our words, Matt. 12:36-7, ‘I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for 
every careless word they speak, 37 for by your words you will be justified, and by your 
words you will be condemned."  For our thoughts, 1 Cor. 4:5, ‘Therefore do not pronounce 
judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now 
hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive 
his commendation from God.’  Judgement will be based not on class, race, sex or any 
incidental distinction about us, but upon the basis of the works we did.   
 
We will also be judged according to the amount of light that we had.  Rom. 1:18-21 shows 
that we do not need to have been brought up in a Christian culture to provoke God’s wrath, 
but merely need to reject the knowledge of God as creator as it comes through creation.  
We may not know the 10 Commandments or the teachings of Christ but God will still judge 
us according to the truth of right and wrong that He has written on every heart Rom. 2:12, 
14-16.  This accounts for the varying degrees of judgement that we see mentioned.  Matt. 
11:20-24, ‘Then he began to denounce the cities where most of his mighty works had been 
done, because they did not repent. 21 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if 
the mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell you, it will be more bearable on the day of 
judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to 
heaven? You will be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you had been 



done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more 
tolerable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom than for you." 
Luke 12:47-48, ‘And that servant who knew his master's will but did not get ready or act 
according to his will, will receive a severe beating. 48 But the one who did not know, and 
did what deserved a beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was 
given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will 
demand the more.’  
 
Will the believer who is justified and passed from death to life be judged?  The answer is 
yes.  This is how Archibald Alexander the founding professor of Princeton University put it, 
‘To remove this difficulty, let it be remembered, that besides the book of the law, there is 
another book which will be produced there, written from the foundation of the world. This is 
called the Book of Life. This contains the names -- and they shall never be blotted out -- of 
all those who have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
These he has undertaken to present to God without spot or wrinkle, or any such thing. They 
will appear on that day clothed with the righteousness of the Redeemer. The Judge on the 
throne is their covenanted Surety. He answers to every accusation made against them. But 
notwithstanding "there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus;" 
notwithstanding none can "lay any thing to the charge of God's elect;" yet they also shall be 
brought into judgment. When all things are prepared, and the whole assembly is collected 
before the august tribunal, a separation will be made of the great congregation into two 
parts, the righteous, and the wicked. The former will be placed on the right hand of the 
Judge, and with them he will commence. But no sooner shall their numerous sins be 
brought to view, that it will be made to appear that they are pardoned through the blood of 
Christ. When the books are opened, a long account will appear against them; but on the 
other hand, it will be seen that the whole is freely forgiven through the riches of grace in 
Christ Jesus. But a most exact account will be taken of all their good works; and they will be 
mentioned to their honor, and rewarded as though no imperfection had cleaved to them. 
The least act of kindness done to any of Christ's followers will be magnified and rewarded as 
if done to Christ himself. Even the giving a cup of cold water to a disciple, in the name of a 
disciple, shall not lose its reward. Persons in the lowest state, servants and slaves, who 
performed their duty faithfully, shall not be forgotten in that day, for "whatsoever good 
thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or free." 
Ephesians 6:8. But they who suffered persecution and death for righteousness' sake, will be 
most highly distinguished, and most signally rewarded. "Blessed are ye when me shall revile 
you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 
Rejoice and be exceedingly glad; for great is your reward in heaven." Matthew 5:11,12. 
They also who have labored much in promoting the Redeemer's kingdom, will receive a 
reward proportioned to their works of faith and labors of love. But none who have done 
good shall fail of their reward. Every one shall receive according to what he hath done; and 
every one will be satisfied; for the lowest place in glory is a situation too dazzling for our 
present conceptions, and the whole is a matter of pure grace. These works, considered in 
themselves, deserve no reward. But it is the will of God that every holy desire, every good 
word and work, in the members of Christ's body, should receive a mark of his favor, to the 
honor and glory of him who is their Head, and who died for their salvation.’1   
      
The judgement day of believers will have some tears involved but it will be a day of great 
rejoicing and worship.  Our great confidence in approaching that day is not that we are so 
good and have done so well, but that Christ, whom God provided was a sufficient Saviour 
who did all that was needed to save us.  When Jesus on the cross saying, ‘it is finished’ and 
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rose from the dead this was proof of that fact.  All the condemnation that all our sins 
deserved was poured out on Christ.  The believer faces that day with hope.  True we should 
be motivated by the great unveiling of all things and our sins being exposed, but we still 
face it with certain hope.  Here is an extra thought to consider if you are a believer.  We are 
told in Rev. 20:12 that the resurrection of the dead precedes the judgement.  I ask you with 
what sort of body will you as a believer be resurrected?  It will be a glorified one.  In other 
words, the beginning of new creation glory comes before the judgement because it is not 
ultimately dependent upon it.  Your judgement Day verdict was given on the day you 
believed and the fact that your resurrection precedes your judgement indicates that your 
final destiny is not up for debate.  There will be no sense of uncertainty on that day for 
those raised in glorified bodies.      
 
But not so for the one who has not trusted in Christ.  If you have not asked God for His 
mercy on account of what Jesus has done.  If you have not put away your sin and pledged 
your allegiance to Him casting Himself on His goodness and mercy to forgive you.  If not, 
then you must stand before God not dressed in a righteousness not your own, but dressed 
in your own sins.  Some do not fear the prospect.  They think, when I get before God I will 
shame Him with my anger and accusations telling Him I think He should be fired for 
mismanaging the universe.  But on that Day, God will be vindicated.  On that day we will 
see how long He was patient with sinners who deserved to die.  On that day we will see 
every single sin receive its due.  On that day we will see Him and will not be able to not bow 
and not confess His lordship and put our hands over our mouths.  The holiness of God and 
the justice of God and the mercy and goodness and love of God will be fully evident and any 
attempt at accusation would be an obvious lie.  On that day you will be laid bare.  All that 
you are, all that you have done, every word and every secret thing will be brought to the 
light and you will be weighed to see if you are holy enough to get into heaven, or if you 
deserve punishment for your crimes.  Here is just one the criteria by which we shall be 
judged, Matt. 12:36-37, ‘I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for 
every careless word they speak,37 for by your words you will be justified, and by your 
words you will be condemned."’  Have you ever taken God’s name in vain?  Have you ever 
lied?  Have you ever broken a promise?  Have you ever slandered anyone?  
 
 Francis Schaeffer uses a picture to bring this point home.  Imagine a recorder around your 
neck that records your words every time you judged or condemned someone else for 
something they did wrong.  It could be something as little as being a bad driver to 
accusations of vindictive and cruel mistreatment.  Let’s call this Your Law.  Now let us judge 
you by what you have already revealed by your words you know to be right and wrong.  
How do you measure?  Are you good or bad?  Now let us replace your imperfect law with 
the law of the perfect God and let us measure you by His standard.  Matt. 5:28 reveals that 
God considered a lustful thought about someone who is not your spouse as adultery.  5:22 
shows that those who are angry are guilty of murder.  Col. 3:5 calls the sin of wanting other 
people’s things for yourself, idolatry.  You are more sinful and in greater trouble than you 
realised.  How do we escape?  You cannot escape you will all stand before God on 
judgement day there are no exemptions, no doctors notes will be accepted for this one.  
Then how can a sinner be righteous to pass such a judgement before such a holy God? 
 
There is only one, it is not a way you can make, but a way that God in His goodness has 
made for us.  The judge has provided a substitute to pay on our behalf.  He does not deny 
justice but satisfies it, that He might be both Just and the justifier.  This is the wisdom and 
mercy of God, that the law be paid in full but the criminal released.  Not by justice being 
overlooked but be being paid for by another.  Jesus died in your place that if you will 
forsake your rebellion and come back to your Maker, God has made provision to pay for 



your crimes and is able to grant you a full pardon.  But there is more.  God not only pays for 
the sins you committed, He also gives you in the gospel a robe of righteousness to stand 
before Him in on that Day.  You will not stand before Him as one condemned but dressed in 
the righteousness of His Son.  
 
When you stand before God in judgement one day will you be dressed int her ighteousnes 
of Christ or you unforgiven sins.  Believe in Christ today.        
 
        
     


