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Resources for further practice
The most effective way of developing your listening comprehension skills is by listening 
to a range of audio and audio-visual texts.

Listening to content from various news and current affairs programs also develops your 
skills in analysing persuasive texts (Area of Study 2).

Aim to watch or listen to audio-visual or audio texts for at least 15 minutes each day. 
You could do this on your way to and from school.

Many audio-visual texts on television or the internet have optional subtitles. When you 
watch and listen to a text the first time, you could turn the subtitles on. When you listen 
the second time, turn them off. You can also pause the recording at various points, to 
make notes.

EAL websites
The following websites are designed to help EAL students to develop their listening 
comprehension skills.

Randall’s ESL Cyber Listening Lab (www.esl-lab.com) – differing levels

ESOL Courses (www.esolcourses.com/content/topicsmenu/listening.html)

TalkEnglish.com (www.talkenglish.com/listening/listenadvanced.aspx)

EnglishClub.com (edition.englishclub.com/category/listening-news/) –  
updated weekly

5 Minute English (www.5minuteenglish.com/listening.htm) – includes transcipts

These sites contain a variety of learning activities, such as multiple-choice questions. 
Some, such as Randall’s ESL Lab, have a range of listening comprehension tasks with 
differing levels of complexity. Once you can answer most of the questions at one level 
correctly, you should try more complex texts.
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Online sources of texts
Various websites contain useful audio and audio-visual texts, including the following.

• Ted Talks (ted.com) – short ideas-based talks by various individuals who are 
experts in their fields

• The National Museum of Australia’s ‘Audio on Demand’ collection  
(www.nma.gov.au/audio)

• YouTube (youtube.com) – a video-sharing website

• The Moth (themoth.org) – a storytelling website, featuring spoken stories by 
amateur and professional writers and speakers)

• Australian Broadcasting Commission (ABC) (http://www.abc.net.au/) –  
a government-funded media organisation

Radio and television broadcasts
The ABC produces a wide range of audio-visual and audio texts.

• Behind the News is broadcast weekly on ABC3 TV during term time. It is designed 
mainly for primary school students but is a useful resource, particularly if you are 
struggling to understand spoken texts. However, when you feel more confident in 
comprehending audio-visual texts, you should extend your skills by listening to 
more complex material. (Audio-visual)

• 7.30 is broadcast five days a week on ABC1. It includes short audio-visual texts 
about news and current affairs. The final item on the show often deals with a 
matter of historical or cultural interest. (Audio-visual)

• Q & A is broadcast weekly on ABC1, and deals with controversial issues. Tony Jones 
hosts discussion between a number of guests with varying views on a topical issue. 
Members of the audience ask questions of the people on the panel. (Audio-visual)

• ABC Radio National (AM 621 in Melbourne) broadcasts programs on a range of 
topics, from current affairs and health to books and arts, science and philosophy. 
You can download MP3 files and/or transcripts of many past programs from  
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/. (Audio)

• ABC News Radio (AM 1026 in Melbourne) broadcasts news and current affairs 
programs from Australian and overseas radio services, such as the BBC. (Audio) 
Other current affairs programs can be found on radio stations such as 3AW (AM 693 
in Melbourne), particularly talkback programs in which the host introduces a topic 
(often a controversial one) and invites members of the public to phone in with their 
comments and observations.
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