
 

              
      

 
        

  
            

   
           

          
     

             
                

               
               
            

                
  

 
               

     
            
               

   

      

 

         
     

      
     

 
 

Expanding  Student  Comments  
Module:  Shared  Reading  
Content  Activity: Coach  

Big Idea: 
• Adults encourage and support communication and interaction. 

Guiding Statements: 
• I repeat the things students communicate using speech, sign, or symbols or label 

their gestures or other communicative behaviors. 
• After repeating or describing student communication efforts, I respond by adding 

more words, signs, or symbols or demonstrating how the student could use 
symbols to communicate more clearly. 

As your students begin to use speech, sign, or symbols to express a message, it is 
important to do two things. First, let the student know that you understand and value the 
message by acknowledging and repeating it. The next thing you can do is to expand their 
message by adding one word to it. This provides an example of how students can 
compose a slightly more complete message. Remember that when you repeat and add 
to the message you need to use the same mode of communication that the student used 
(i.e., speech, sign, symbols). 

Directions: 
Look at the book pages below and the student comment about the page. Fill in your 
response to the student including: 

1. A repetition of the student’s message using the same mode of communication. 
2. An expansion of the student’s message by adding 1 additional word using the same 

mode of communication. 

Example: Book Title or Topic: Cars 
When you read a page about a sports car, 
The student: Student signs “WANT.” 

Your response: Sign “WANT” and then add 
to it, “WANT CAR” or “WANT THAT” 
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EXPANDING STUDENT COMMENTS 2 
Coach:   
Below are possible responses participants may have. As the coach, you will want to 
work through the examples your participants generate but these can be used as 
additional examples. 

1. Book Title or Topic: The Park 
The student: Points to the picture of a slide 
and says “down.” 

Your response: “Down! Go down.” 

2. Book Title or Topic: Dogs 
You explored a page with a picture and 
tactual stick and then read the text about a 
dog fetching a stick in the water. 

The student: One student points to a 
communication symbol for the word, get. 
Your response: Point to the symbol get 
and/or use hand-under-hand to explore braille 
while saying get and then say, “get it” while 
pointing to the symbols and/or exploring the 
braille for the words get and it. 
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EXPANDING STUDENT COMMENTS 3 

3. Book Title or Topic: Electricity 
The student: When you turn the page, your 
student points to the communication symbols, 
not good. 

Your response: Point to the symbols not 
then good while saying, “not good” then add 
“that not good” or “it not good” while 
pointing to the symbols and saying the words. 

4. Book Title or Topic: Basketball 
After you read the text, 

The student: your student says, “good.” 

Your response: Repeat “good.” Then say, 
“good shot” 

5. Book Title or Topic: Apollo 11—Man Goes to the Moon 
When you get to a page showing the rocket 
launch, 

The student: student signs, “hot.” 

Your response: Say and sign “HOT” Then 
say and sign, “HOT FIRE!” 
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