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Tony Nwoye casting his vote

Anambra voters defy IPOB’s boycott order
... as poll witnesses large turnout 
...INEC card reader malfunction, late arrival of materials cause apprehension, delay

T
he Anambra electorate yes-
terday trooped out en masse 
to choose the candidate who 
would steer the ship of their 

state for the next four years.
The election witnessed a large 

turnout of voters at most of the polling 
centres in the state despite a boycott 
order by the Indigenous People of 

Biafra (IPOB).
In the peak of its agitation in June 

this year, the secessionist IPOB under 
the leadership of Nnamdi Kanu had in-
sisted that there would be no election 
in Anambra State unless the Federal 
Government called for a referendum 
in the South-East region of the country 
to allow the citizens of the region to de-
cide whether they would remain part 
of Nigeria or whether they wanted a 
separate Republic of Biafra.

Kanu had also said the South-East 
would not participate in 2019 general 
election.

“There will be no senatorial, there 
will be no House of Reps, there will be 
no House of Assembly and there will 
be no councillorship elections in Biafra 
land if they (Federal Government) fail to 
call for a referendum,” he had said.

Kanu’s whereabouts has remained 
unknown since the clash between IPOB 
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P
roprietors of hos-
pitality business in 
Awka, Anambra 
State capital, and 
environs have ex-

pressed joy at the level of 
patronage they experienced 
as a result of the gubernato-
rial election in the state.

They attributed this to 
the influx of people into the 
state occasioned by the mas-

Hospitality business proprietors, others count blessing
sive deployment of security 
personnel and personnel of 
other organisations to the 
state for the poll.

Our correspondent who 
visited some hotels observed 
increased human activities.

Apart from security per-
sonnel, members of civil 
society organisations, Inter-
national Non-Government 
Organisations, the media, 
National Youth Service 
Corps (NYSC) and other bod-
ies deployed their officials to 

Anambra for the election.
Most hotels in Awka and 

Amawbia were fully booked 
ahead of the election that was 
contested by candidates of 37 
political parties.

Johnson Okonkwo, a 
manager of a popular hotel 
located  on Abakaliki Street, 
Awka, told BDSUNDAY that 
all the rooms in his hotel had 
been booked up to Novem-
ber 20.

“I am happy that the hotel 
owners are doing good busi-

UPP goverorship candidate, Osita Chidoka being accredited

Accreditation and voting going on smoothly in many polling units in Anambra Central except for a 
few polling units where voting materials arrived late.

Prospective voters waiting for accreditation

Continued from page 1

Anambra voters defy ...
members and soldiers close 
to his family home in Abia 
State recently.

In his absence, remnants 
of IPOB continued to push 
for the boycott of the elec-
tion, reiterating their threat 
to frustrate the gubernatorial 
in Anambra and warning 
prospective voters in the 
state not to participate in the 
exercise.

Just a few days to the 
election, a video clip had gone 
viral where a man could be 
heard saying that anybody 
who went out to vote “will 
die”.

The voice had threatened 
that if the Federal Govern-
ment failed to produce Kanu, 
there would be no peace.

“Today, the 10th day of 
November, we are here to tell 
the people we are not afraid 
of the zoo,” the individual in 
the video clip said.

“We are not terrorists, 
IPOB is not terrorist, we are 
the Indigenous People of 
Biafra. As you can see, there 
will be no election. We are 
not going to vote. Nothing 
concerns us with election. 
We are not going to partici-
pate. As you can see, we are 
formidable…Come vote and 
die. If you vote, you will die,” 
the voice further said.

But the Anambra elector-
ate seemed not to have taken 
the IPOB boycott threat seri-
ously as they turned out in 
large numbers in most of the 
polling centres to cast their 
votes.

There were no visible 
signs of IPOB as at the time 
of filing in this report, even 
though some youths sus-
pected to be members of 
the group were reported to 
have been sighted march-
ing through some streets 
in Aguleri, Anambra East 
Local Government Area of 
the state. The youths, who 
appeared menacing even 
though they bore no para-
phernalia associated with the 
pro-Biafra agitators, did not 
disturb anybody. Residents, 
however, watched them 
cautiously.

Late arrival of materials, 
card reader malfunction 
cause apprehension, delay

News Agency of Nigeria 
(NAN) reported that voting 
started in some polling units 

in the state ahead of other 
units due to the late arrival 
of materials.

Though materials arrived 
at few minutes past 8am at 
Aguleri Ward 1 where Wil-
lie Obiano, the incumbent 
governor and candidate of 
the All Progressives Grand 
Alliance (APGA), cast his vote 
and accreditation of voters 
and voting commenced on 
schedule, Obiano complained 
over the malfunctioning of 
the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC)’s 
card readers in many parts of 
the state.

Obiano, who was not able 
to use the card reader at his 
polling unit as the machine 
malfunctioned, cast his vote 
around 10am at Eri Primary 
School, Unit 004, Otuocha 
1, Aguleri, before addressing 
his supporters and journalists.

At Umuchu Ward 1 in 
Aguata Local Government 
Area, Godwin Ezeemo, the 
governorship candidate of the 
Progressive Peoples Alliance 
(PPA), decried the late arrival 
of electoral materials as, ac-
cording to him, INEC officials 
and electoral materials had 
yet to arrive at his polling unit 
in Igwebuike Civic Centre, 
Umuchu Ward 1, as at 9:50am.

Ezeemo, who was wor-
ried at the delays despite all 
the preparations by INEC, 
called on electoral umpire to 
extend the accreditation and 
voting time for the people of 
Umuchu Ward.

INEC officials and voting 
materials arrived at 8.20am 
at Nsugbe Ward 1, Ilo Abito 
Square, Unit 001, while ac-
creditation and voting started 
at 9.30am. The ward has eight 
polling units.

Tony Nwoye, governor-
ship candidate of the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC), cast 
his vote at about 12pm at Ilo 
Abito Square in Nsugbe Ward 
1, Unit 2, before addressing 
journalists.

While commending INEC 
for ensuring that election 
materials arrived on time, 
Nwoye, however, accused 
the police of colluding with 
the APGA to rig the election.

Obiano accused of breach-
ing Electoral Act

Meanwhile, Governor 
Obiano was yesterday ac-
cused of violating the Elec-
toral Act after he addressed 
his supporters and journal-
ists over the malfunctioning 

of the INEC card readers in 
many parts of the state.

Some activists accused 
Obiano of violating the Elec-
toral Act, saying the gover-
nor’s address constituted a 
form of campaigning, which 
the law says must end 24 
hours before voting.

“For the purpose of this 
Act, the period of campaign-
ing in public by every politi-
cal party shall commence 90 
days before polling day and 
end 24 hours prior to that 
day. This refers to a registered 
political party or any person 
acting on its behalf during 
the 24 hours before polling 
day,” the Act reads in section 
99 (1 and 2).

Abiola Akiyode, Transi-
tion Monitoring Group, con-
demned the governor’s ac-
tion, describing it as a “temp-
tation” the governor should 
have avoided.

“The most worrisome as-
pect (of this election) is that 
the governor came with a 
microphone to address the 
people. I think it is a sort 
of campaign. Since I have 
been observing, I have never 
seen any governor go to that 
extent to talk to people on 
election day. I think he should 
have avoided the temptation 
even if people are pushing 
him to do something”, she said.

Akiyode further alleged 
that the governor’s address 
was a form of campaign given 
its content and timing.

“What he spoke about is 
a sort of campaign. Saying 
that at the end of the day 
he would have cause to be 
happy. I think these are not 
things one should expect on 
election day,” she said.

Alleged secret buying of 
votes

Some party agents of one 
of the major political parties 
in the election were reported 
to have been secretly can-
vassing for votes and distrib-
uting various gift items to the 
voters.

In some polling units in 
Njikoka LGA, THE PUNCH 
reported that it observed 
party agents and supporters 
distributing cash and pairs of 
slippers to voters after ensur-
ing that beneficiaries voted 
for their party.

Money was also alleg-
edly distributed to voters at 
three polling units in Ukpo, 
Dunukofia LGA. Snacks were 
also given to voters.

EmmanuEl ndukuba, awka
ness this period because of 
the November18 governor-
ship election. All rooms in 
our hotel are fully booked 
and some of my colleagues are 
also sharing the same experi-
ence,” Okonkwo said.

“Apart from booking the 
rooms, sales of liquor and 
other goods are moving up; 
we thank God for the elec-
tion.”

Another hotelier, who pre-
ferred anonymity, also told 
the same story of improved 

patronage.
He said that staff of three 

different organisations paid 
for 50 rooms, 35 rooms and 
25 rooms, respectively.

Njideka Okafor, a restau-
rant operator at Azikiwe Av-
enue, Awka, said she had 
been recording increased 
sales since November 13 and 
had been smiling to the bank.

“There has been increased 
business in the past three 
days. Before now, I found 
it difficult to finish selling a 

quarter of a bag of rice and 
four custard bowls of garri, 
but since Monday, the story 
has changed,” she said.

“Yesterday (Friday), I was 
able to cook half bag of rice 
and before 4 p.m. the food 
finished and customers were 
still coming,” Okafor said.

Carol Afamefuna, who 
roasts plantain and yam near 
Radopine Shop at Aroma 
Junction, Awka, also shared 
her testimony of good busi-
ness.
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R
aida, 17, sat among four other 
scantily-dressed girls on a 
wooden bench in front of a 
shanty in Ijora Badia, Lagos, 
staring vacantly into the dis-

tance. The oldest of the girls could not 
have been more than 19 years old.

It was a few minutes past 11am. The 
date was July 16, 2017.

This seemed to be a resting time for 
Raida and the other girls. The trance-like 
appearance on their faces told me they 
must have imbibed a good dose of alco-
hol. I needed no soothsayer. Underneath 
the bench they sat was a bottle of a local 
alcoholic gin.

“I drink it to help me erase every 
memory of what the evening brings,” 
she told me much later when we became 
acquainted.

Raida (not her real name for security 
reasons) had a name delicately tattooed 
below her chest. Two of the girls who sat 
beside her had similar tattoos.

“I have another one on my back,” she 
would later tell me.

Few yards away, four chubby men in 
their late 30s and a lady were seen dis-
cussing over wrapped marijuana and six 
bottles of beer.

As I approached Raida, the other girls 
immediately advanced towards me. 
Disappointment showed on their faces 
when, with a disarming smile, I pointed 
at Raida who was seated, unmoved and 
apparently uninterested at first.

“Bros, you mean me?” she asked with a 
smile after a while as I drew closer.

As if something struck her, she paused, 
cast a quick look at the men and lady 
who sat smoking and drinking to her left, 
then beckoned in Pidgin English as she 
struggled to lead me to her room, “Oya, 
come na!”

As we walked into her room, she 
quietly asked me to sit on the bed. The 
wooden walls were decorated with 
old calendars and pages from colourful 
magazines. I sat. The mattress was really 
very thick and bumpy, which seemed odd 
considering that the room was meant to 
provide comfort and enjoyment for her 
customers. Stench of rotting food scraps 
emanating from the alley outside hung 
heavy in the air.

“Bros, what is wrong?” she asked in her 
soft voice when she sensed my discom-
fort. I lied that I was fine.

She began to undress, but I immedi-
ately interrupted the process.

“Please stop,” I pleaded. “I am not really 
here for this. Can we talk?”

“Bros, I don’t joke with my time,” she 
said, wincing at me. “Let’s get down to 

business. Another customer might come 
soon.”

“Why do I have the feeling that you do 
not really want to do this? Is it all about 
the money?” I asked.

I saw tears well in her eyes, but she 
tried to hide it.

“Are you a police officer?” she asked.
“No. I am a human being. I have always 

come around here and I have seen you 
several times sitting quietly and alone, 
unlike the other girls.”

In truth, while trying to survey the 
environment for this investigation, I had 
always noticed Raida sitting dejected, 
apart from the other girls – not once, not 
twice. I thought there was something 
about her.

“You are beautiful,” I teased her. She 
flashed a shy smile.

An uncomfortable silence followed. 
The invasion of a housefly which perched 
on the remnants on her used plates pro-
vided a needed distraction as she concen-
trated on chasing it out of the room, giving 

Mama Rukayat Food and Restaurant, 
a popular fast food joint in the area, was 
close by. As we sat down, she gave me 
a wink and a slow smile that rolled like 
honey off a tablespoon.

“We all try our luck each time a person 
passes,” she explained. “If he stops to look 
at me, maybe he is interested, but if not, 
maybe he is used to someone else.”

We placed our orders and they soon 
arrived.

“Tell me, how long have you been in 
Badia and where are you from?” I asked 
as I unwrapped my amala. I had ordered 
amala and ewedu, a local Yoruba delicacy.

She picked a piece of meat from her 
plate of jollof rice and plain beans soaked 
in tomato sauce, pushed it into her mouth 
and looked up. When she spoke, it was in 
a very relaxed tone.

“This is my second year. I came to 
Lagos in the company of two other girls 
sponsored by my friend’s husband,” she 
told me.

“We were promised a secured future. 

me time to think.
When she was done chasing the fly, I 

reached for my pocket and handed her 
N5,000 cash with a smile, then stood up 
and headed for the door.

She was surprised but appeared more 
relaxed now as she looked at the money 
in her hand.

“Ok, what are you here for if not for 
me?” she asked.

“Don’t worry, I will see you around,” I 
said, opening the door.

“Just like that?” she asked bemusedly. 
I guessed that was rhetorical.

“What’s your name, my friend?” I 
asked instead. “I am Dave.”

“I am called Raida,” she replied.
Tricked into slavery 
Two days later, I returned, this time 

better prepared. Raida sighted me from 
afar and walked straight up to me.

“Bros, you are here again?” she asked 
in a friendly tone.

We exchanged pleasantries and I re-
quested we go sit in a place and eat.

Cover

For two weeks I scoured perilous brothels in two Lagos slums, Badia Ijora in Apapa Local Government Area and Ajegunle 
in Ajeromi Ifelodun Local Government Area, investigating how sex workers survive in these places. I found that many of 
the prostitutes living in these brothels have uniform tattoos. Beyond the physical abuse and emotional torment they go 
through, this permanent scar is a daily reminder that they are owned and who owns them.

DAVID IBEMERE

Enslaved! Some prostitutes in Lagos 
slums want to go home, but cannot

A prostitute blows smoke into the air
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At first, she tried to cover up, saying 

the tattoos were bonds of friendship. 
Later, however, she opened up.

“Here we work for our madam and oga 
[master]. Each of us has who she works for 
and our tattoo is a sign of who we work 
for. It is a mark of loyalty,” she told me.

“All our proceeds go to them first. The 
more you work, that is, the more men you 
sleep with, the more money you will have 
for yourself after the day’s job,” Raida said.

According to her, no girl within her 
age bracket in any brothel around can 
escape the mark.

My independent check on several 
brothels in Agegunle and Badia proved 
Raida right. Most of the girls I saw had 
different distinct tattoos on their skins, 
especially the younger girls.

Two of the men I had sighted two days 
earlier drew close to where we sat at the 
restaurant. It was a tough moment for her 
as she struggled to hide the tears welling 
in her eyes. She greeted the intruders in 
the Yoruba language and they replied 
with a wave of the hand before going 
to take their seats at the far end of the 
restaurant.

“Sometimes if we go against what we 
are asked to do, we get whipped, punched, 
and sometimes forced to sleep naked,” she 
said after a long pause. Her voice was a 
suppressed whisper.

No way out
Pointing to her right arm where there 

was a fresh scar, Raida told me it was 
from a razor cut she got for attempting 
to run away.

“I wanted to go home. I still want to go 
home. The day I tried leaving, I was ac-
costed, beaten and scarred as a reminder 
not to attempt it again,” she said, looking 
at me with teary eyes.

Like Raida, these inked girls, mostly 
aged 14-20, were brought in from differ-
ent localities; they are now enslaved to a 
greedy world, with their tattoo as a mark 
of their slavery.

“You know, there are a lot of girls into 
what we do trying to survive. Some of 
us are mothers, abandoned wives, and 

mostly from the village. Some girls even 
willingly get registered with a pimp to get 
better deal while some of us were forced 
or deceived into it,” she said.

“It hurts me whenever I turn my back 
to look at the mirror and see the mark. I 
am tired of this life and I want to go back 
home and live the life I wished for myself,” 
she said. It was more of a plea.

She said she sorely missed home.
“I have not seen my parents since we 

came down to Lagos. If I attempt to leave 
again, I don’t know what will happen to 
me.”

Raida told me about another girl, 
Saidat, who had been at the brothel for 
over three years.

“When you see her, you will recognize 
her. She has a tattoo, Omo Oba,” she said.

Omo Oba seemed to be a popular tat-
too. I had seen not fewer than 14 girls 
wearing it.

Ijora Badia police station is just a two-
minute walk away from Raida. I asked her 
why she can’t go to the police to report.

“You mean the same policemen we...?” 
she left the words hanging, then added, 
“Just forget it.”

It was a heavy one. I tried to make 
sense of what she left unsaid. Did she 
imply that the police in the area were 
complicit?

Expert view
Adewale Okewole, a senior consultant 

psychiatrist, Child and Adolescent unit 
at the Neuropsychiatric Hospital, Aro, 
Abeokuta, Ogun State, said that today’s 
pimps are using the old Egyptian tech-
nique as a way to manipulate the girls to 
work for them.

He explained that those distinct marks 
on the backs, chests or shoulders of the 
girls serve a number of purposes, one of 
which is that it marks victims as property 
of the pimps, sending a message to other 
pimps to stay away.

“It helps them advertise to ‘buyers’ 
looking for specific types of girls, espe-
cially young ones. And perhaps most 
importantly, it sends a powerful message 
to the victim herself: I own you, and I own 
you forever,” said Okewole.

Boom for the boss
But while Raida and the other girls la-

ment, business is booming for the brothel 
owners in Badia. A sign of this is that the 
old shanty brothels are fast giving way to 
modern buildings.

As I sat speaking with Raida, a young 
woman who could have been in her early 
20s, her face full of makeup, walked into 
a room just across the railway line where 
we sat. She was with a man.

Shortly after the man left, a middle-
aged man walked to the same lady’s door, 
knocked, and quickly disappeared inside.

Exactly half an hour later, the man 
left. The young lady quickly headed to 
a bleached lady who looked forty-some-
thing and handed her the cash.

“Is that the practice? Why would you 
girls work and give the proceeds of your 
sweat to another?” I asked, feigning sur-
prise. I had always known.

“It is normal here,” Raida said. “My 
boss pays for my room, he owns me and I 
work for him. No one dares challenge him 
as the outcome is better imagined than 
experienced. He always reminds us that 
we must work harder.”

Perhaps not all the enslaved girls have 
Radia’s kind of resolve to leave, but will 
those of them who want a better life ever 
get the chance to live freely again?

[Editing by CHUKS OLUIGBO]

They said they would give us jobs as sales 
girls, but this is where we ended up. For 
two years this place has been my home. I 
didn’t see the sales job they promised, and 
I have never gone back home,” she said.

Her tear-filled voice was unnerving for 
me, so I changed the topic.

“Your tattoo is beautiful, how can I get 
one?” I asked.

She paused and looked at me in sur-
prise, then said, “It is not your kind of 
tattoo; you look too decent to have one.”

When I insisted that I wanted one, she 
pointed at a nearby shop where someone 
could help me with a tattoo if I really 
wanted one.

Not an ordinary tattoo 
Raida was not the only one with a tat-

too. The last time I had noticed that the 
other girls who sat with her each had a 
similar tattoo as hers, but I had also seen 
another group of girls with another kind 
of tattoo.

Even as we sat eating, a group of half-
nude girls walked past; each of them had 
scorpion signs and bags of money inked 
on different parts of her body – above the 
groin, down the arm, on the neck, etc. So, 
I put the question to Raida.
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Not an ordinary tattoo

A slum brothel in Badia Ijora

A slum brothel in Badia Ijora



News 

Akinremi Feyisipo, ibadan

P
resident Muham-
madu Buhari has 
been urged to assent 
to the Nigeria Council 

for Social Work Regulatory 
Bill which has already been 
passed by the National As-
sembly.

Nigeria Association of 
Social Workers (NASOW), 
the umbrella body of all So-
cial Workers across the fed-
eration, made the appeal in 
a communiqué issued at the 
end of its 33rd Annual Gen-
eral Meeting/International 
Conference themed ‘Feasi-
bility and Visibility of Social 
Work Practice in West Africa 
Sub Region’ held in Abuja.

In the c ommuniqué 
signed by NASOW National 
President,  Kolawole Olawale 
and National General Secre-
tary, Jamilu Musa, NASOW 
observed that the prospect of 
Social Work is very bright in 
West Africa Sub-Region but 
more efforts should be put in 
place to create more aware-
ness about the profession by 
all stakeholders including the 
practitioners, institutions, 
development agencies and 
the government.

The association noted that 
Social Workers “are eagerly 
waiting for Mr. President to 

assent to the bill and made 
a passionate appeal to use 
his good office to assent to 
the Nigeria Council for So-
cial Work Regulatory Bill 
when it is transmitted to the 
presidency by the National 
Assembly.

NASOW also noted that 
up till now, involvement of 
Social Workers in schools, 
hospitals, prisons, reha-
bilitation centres is still low, 
calling on relevant agencies 
to ensure they involve so-
cial workers in the needed 
areas.

According to the com-
muniqué, the conference 
observed that the prospect of 
Social Work is very bright in 

I am the most qualified candidate 
for PDP national chairman - Daniel

Social workers seek Buhari’s assent on Council of Social Work Bill
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President Muhammadu Buhari

Workers but are yet to have 
academic background in 
Social Work.

“Condemned states that 
still owe salaries of their 
workers for months which 
have led to loss of many lives 
and unnecessary hardship 
to the workers and their 
families. 

“Observed increase in the 
rates of suicide in Nigeria 
which is a result of hard eco-
nomic condition currently 
facing the country”.

 The association while 
commending the President 
in his fight against corrup-
tion then 

added we appreciated the 
courage and unprecedented 
political will demonstrated 
by President Muhammadu 
Buhari to kill corruption 
before corruption kill us as 
a nation.

The association however 
“commended the National 
Assembly, for the passage 
of the bill, (Nigerian Council 
for Social Work) as it is our 
collective belief that assent-
ing to this bill by President 
Buhari will go a long way 
in assisting the government 
meet the needs and yearn-
ing of Nigerians as relate to 
issues of provision of welfare 
to the citizens as enshrined 
in the 1999 constitution as 
amended”.

West Africa sub region but 
more efforts should be put in 
place to create more aware-
ness of the profession by all 
stakeholders including the 
practitioners, institutions, 
development agencies and 
the government.

“The involvement of So-
cial Workers in Schools, 
Hospitals, Prisons, Rehabili-
tation centres is still low and 
that baby factory, violent 
crimes and other criminal 
behaviours are daily on the 
increase due to unfavourable 
socio-economic situation in 
the country.

“The conference also ob-
served that many people are 
engaged to work as Social 

‘NB Plc’s expansion in the South East has 
increased jobs, created wealth in Nigeria’ 

N
igerian Breweries 
plc, the foremost 
brewing firm in 
Nigeria has been 

commended for continu-
ously expanding its opera-
tions, thereby generating 
employment and creating 
wealth in the country.

Alaba Lawson (MFR), Na-
tional President, Nigerian 
Association of Chambers of 
Commerce, Industry, Mines 
and Agriculture (NACCIMA) 
made this commendation in 
Aba, the commercial hub 
of Abia State, during NAC-
CIMA’s tour of facilities at the 
Aba brewery of NB plc. 

She also observed that 
Nigerian Breweries has dem-
onstrated its unwavering 
confidence in the country’s 
development by injecting 
enormous resources leading 
to the expansion of its Aba 
brewery, thus doubling the 
production capacity.

She appreciated the good 
rapport that exists between 
the firm and the chamber 
movement in the country, 
and especially the Aba city 
Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustry Mines and Agricul-
ture and urged management 
of the firm to sustain the 
relationship.

“We want to thank you 
so much for sticking with 
the chamber movement, the 
good relationship that exists 
between you and the Aba 
city chamber, has shown 
that even as a big and multi-
national company that you 
are still part of the chamber 
movement.

“That is the way it should 
be. All over the world, the 
chamber of commerce is well 

routed into all companies 
and all big projects of Gov-
ernment and so, we want to 
thank you for maintaining 
good relationship with the 
Aba city chamber and that is 
the only way that we can get 
feedbacks on what is going 
on in this area.

While  c ommending 
the management team and 
board of the company for 
remaining focused and vi-
sionary, Lawanson conferred 
NACCIMA ambassadorship 
on the leadership of the 
brewery during the visit.

Uzodinma  Odenigbo, 
regional public affairs  man-
ager, South, NB Plc, thanked 
NACCIMA delegation for 
finding time to visit the firm.

He also appreciated the 
kind words of the President 
and commended her stew-
ardship towards the cham-
ber’s core objective of sup-
porting domestic investment 
in Nigeria. According to him, 
the NACCIMA President 
deserves all the accolades 
she receives for her sterling 
leadership of the chamber 
and a special recognition for 
steadfastness.  

Odenigbo, explained that 
Aba brewery has become 
more strategic, in terms of 
capacity and location, fol-
lowing the expansion project 
the firm undertook in 2014. 
He appreciated the chamber 
of commerce for finding it 
useful to visit the firm and 
expressed the company’s 
commitment to sustaining 
its visibility in the chamber 
of commerce.

He congratulated Andy 
Obasi, the newly sworn in 
President of Aba Chamber 
of Commerce, and pledged 
the firm’s support to the 
chamber. 

Kogi 2018 Budget: Speaker s
olicits early presentation

P
rince Matthew Ko-
lawole, Kogi State 
House of Assembly 
Speaker, has solic-

ited for early presentation 
of 2018 fiscal budget by the 
State Governor, Yahaya 
Bello before December.

Kolawole stated this in 
Lokoja while interacting 
with newsmen, saying 
early presentation of next 
year’s budget will make it 
easy for the Honourable 
members to appraise it for 
the state to move forward.

Also speaking on em-
battled honourable mem-
ber Friday Makama whose 
case with the house is still 
in court, the speaker em-
phasized that Makama is 
on suspension, adding that 
he is still an honourable 
member of the house, and 
that for now he has not got-
ten the permission to grant 
interviews on the issue.

VictoriA nnAkiAike, Lokoja

G
benga Daniel, 
a former gov-
ernor of Ogun 
State and one of 
National Chair-

manship aspirants of the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), has said that he was 
the only qualified and ex-
perienced aspirant among 
others.

Daniel, who made the 
claim in Umuahia, Abia 
State, while canvassing for 
the votes of Abia delegates 
to the December, 9th Con-
vention of PDP in Abuja, 
said it was because of his 
dexterity and experience in 
governance that he defeated 
an incumbent governor in 
his state.

He said that those con-
testing alongside him were 
inexperienced, adding that 
if a candidate from South 
West emerges the National 
Chairman, South-East would 
produce the Vice President 
of the Country come 2019.

The National Chairman-
ship aspirant noted that for 

UDokA AGWU, Umuahia

Daniel

the past 40 years, executive 
position in governance had 
eluded the South-East and 
that time was ripe for the 
zone to clinch the position by 
voting him from South-West.

He revealed that what led 
to the failure of the party in 
the past was that members 
were not able to resolve prob-
lem facing the party.

“We are trying to restore 
power to the people and say 

no to impunity. The decision 
we will take on 9th Decem-
ber will make or mar our 
party. Pray that we will take 
the right decision. A vote for 
South-West for the chairman 
is a vote for Executive posi-
tion for South-East. A vote 
for South- South is a rejection 
of your position,” said Daniel.

Daniel noted that the de-
cision of the party to zone 
the presidency to the North 

was a good omen for the 
party. “Our Party has been 
reawakened in the North. In 
South-South and South-East 
our party is strong, PDP is 
the only national party in 
Nigeria,” he enthused.

“Those aspiring alongside 
were appointed in positions 
but I was elected. They do not 
understand the grassroots. 
You should vote for me,” he 
further said.

In his response, John-
son Onuigbo, the Abia PDP 
chairman said God was in-
terested in PDP.

He described Daniel as 
man of immense experience, 
noting that it was true that 
PDP was strong in South-
East and South-South but not 
in South-West.

“The position is zoned to 
the Southern Nigeria. We 
will go to the Convention and 
slug it out. No imposition, no 
impunity in PDP again. Abia 
people are dependable allies. 
We are with you. God knows 
who will be the National 
Chairman. If we get it right 
now, the party will clinch 
the Presidency come 2019,” 
Onuigbo said.    

He also said that when 
there is a change in the 
house it will be made clear, 
for now his matter is still in 
the Appeal Court.

Speaking also on the 
issue between Senator 
Dino Melaye and Governor 
Yahaya Bello, the Speak-
er commended Bello for 
maintaining and display-
ing the sense of maturity 
which he said led to an 
avoidance of bloodshed at 
Kabba Day celebration.

He blamed Melaye for 
going as far as bringing 
in war songs and reading 
Bible portions, but that 
they are doing their best 
to “reconcile the two big 
fishes” and “that a Gover-
nor is a governor no matter 
his age.”

Kolawole also pointed 
out that Governor Bello 
sending him as his repre-
sentative that day did not 
signify that he was afraid 
of Melaye but to allow 
peace reign.

GoDFrey oFUrUm



News
Abe-Amaechi discord:
Magnus Abe explains visit of APC lawmakers to PDP’s Wike

I
s your enemy’s enemy 
not automatically your 
friend? This is if the 
game of self interest is 
anything to go by. This 

seems to be what may play 
out in the endless political 
crisis in Rivers State which 
has long pitched two kins-
men and allies, Chibuike 
Rotimi Amaechi and Nyeson 
Wike.

Amaechi’s strong ally, 
Magnus Abe, a senator, 
seems to have fallen out with 
his friend over gubernato-
rial ticket of the APC to chal-
lenge PDP’s Wike for 2019. 
In the ensuing bad blood, 
the senator (Abe) who was 
once rushed abroad by then 
Governor Amaechi over 
tear-gas attacks by federal-
backed police team in Port 
Harcourt when Wike was 
minister, seems to develop 
soft spot for Wike, the sit-
ting governor.

Wike is still Amaechi’s 
bitterest enemy and Abe 
seems to see reason for clos-
ing rank for the sake of 
development, he says. Now, 
a team of lawmakers includ-
ing APC members from the 

House of Reps visited Wike 
last week and commended 
him for good works. APC in 
the state cried blue murder. 
Abe, the highest ranking 
lawmaker at the National 
Assembly from Rivers APC 
and in the Rivers Caucus, 
reacted.

Abe, representing Rivers 
South-East District in the 
National Assembly, declared 
that members of the Rivers 
State caucus in the House of 
Representatives consulted 
him before their visit to 
Governor Ezebunwo Nye-
som Wike. 

Abe, in a statement is-
sued in Port Harcourt on 
Thursday, November 17, 

Heineken emerges ‘Brand of the 
Year’ at ADVAN Awards 2017

H
e i n e ke n ,  t h e 
international 
premium beer 
brand under the 

stable of Nigerian Brew-
eries Plc. emerged as the 
‘Brand of the Year, West 
Africa’ at the ADVAN 
Awards for Marketing 
Excellence on Saturday, 11 
November, 2017.

The brand also took 
home the award for ‘Cam-
paign of the Year’, while 
Obabiyi Fagade, Brand 
Manager, Heineken, got 
the much-coveted ‘Brand 
Manager of the Year’ 
award.

Held at  the Mus on 
Centre, Onikan, Lagos, 
Heineken won top prizes 
at the event for demon-
strating strong leadership 
and innovation, excellent 
consumer perception, and 
most importantly, a seam-
less execution of the cre-
dential campaign ‘There’s 
More Behind The Star’ 
with international artiste, 
Jidenna.

Speaking shortly after 
the event, Fagade dedi-
cated the awards to the 
Heineken team, describing 

brought stories of the 
world’s  No.1  interna-
tional premium beer to 
life, taking a bold step 
to  launch a  c ountry-
focused campaign that 
gave consumers an in-
teresting glimpse into 
the secrets that make its 
five-point red star iconic 
- from ingredients to the 
way it is brewed.

W i t h  J i d e n n a ,  t h e 
brand captured Nigerians 
in enthralling and relat-
able stories about culture 
and norms while empha-
sizing what makes the 
brand important to its 
loyal consumers.

SEYI JOHN SALAU
IgNAtIUS CHUkwU
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5th GJF public lecture: 
Moghalu urges FG to 
overhaul economic 
management team

K
ingsley Chie du 
Moghalu, a formal 
deputy governor of 
the Central Bank of 

Nigeria (CBN), has called on 
the Muhammadu Buhari-
led Federal Government to 
overhaul its economic team 
by establishing a full-time 
Council of Economic Advis-
ers, headed by a Chairman 
to serve as Chief Economic 
Adviser to the president as 
a matter of urgent national 
importance.

Speaking on the theme, 
“The Challenge of Economic 
Growth in Nigeria,” at the 5th 
Goddy Jidenma Foundation 
(GJF) Public Lecture held re-
cently at the Nigerian Insti-
tute of International Affairs, 
Lagos, Moghalu a Professor 
at the Tufts University, USA, 
and Founder/President, In-
stitute for Governance and 
Economic Transformation, 
said the economic team if 
constituted should work 
round the clock monitoring 
the economy and conduct-
ing researches.

Ac c ording to Mogh-
alu, the council should 
c omp os e of five or six 
members whose responsi-
bilities would be to advice 
the president on actions 
to take towards enhanc-
ing e c onomic growth. 
He opined that serving 
ministers should not be 
members of the economic 
team, rather they should 
focus on execution and 
the achievement of tar-
gets set by the president.

“The council’s members 
should have expertise in 
the main areas of economic 
growth ambition or policy 
such as fiscal policy, in par-
ticular, taxation reform, in-
dustrial policy, trade, energy 
economics, and economic 
history, economic philoso-
phy and political economy,” 
he opined.

Speaking further on ac-
tions to be taken in growing 
the economy, Moghalu said 
going forward the Federal 
Government, starting from 
2019, should establish a con-
crete economic diversifica-
tion plan with a concrete 
path to post-oil future for 
Nigeria, based on emerging 
global trends.

“This plan, akin to the 
Saudi Arabian government’s 
economic diversification 
plan, should include a clear 
strategy with interlinked 
policies, trade, industrial, 
fiscal, and far-reaching 
structural and governance 
reforms of the Nigerian Na-
tional Petroleum Corpora-
tion that could include par-
tial privatisation,” Moghalu 
stated.

2017, by his spokesperson, 
Parry Saroh Benson, said 
contrary to media reports, 
the federal lawmakers were 
at Government House, Port 
Harcourt, on the invitation 
of the governor.

The senator said the com-
ments made by the member 
representing Tai/Eleme/Oy-
igbo Federal Constituency, 
Barry Mpigi, was manipu-
lated by those seeking to 
score cheap political points. 

The statement reads in 
part, “My attention has been 
drawn to the needless con-
troversy surrounding the 
recent visit of the Rivers 
House of Reps caucus which 
includes members of the 

House of Representatives 
elected on the platform of 
the APC to the Rivers State 
Government House on the 
invitation of the governor. 

“On receipt of the gov-
ernor’s invitation I was 
consulted by the House of 
Representatives Caucus and 
I did not just agree, I insisted 
that members honour the 
governor’s invitation (which 
for the first time was ex-
tended to all parties).

“It is important that 
though we belong to dif-
ferent political parties we 
should maintain lines of 
communication within the 
government that will enable 
us to serve our people better, 

it as a worthy recognition 
of its hard work and pas-
sion.

“We are really hon-
oured to receive these 
awards, and coming off 
such a wonderful cam-
paign with the Heineken 
global team. This serves 
as an inspiration to us in 
building on innovation 
that opens the world to 
our consumers, and also 
brings people together to 
share world-class experi-
ences,” he said.

W i t h  H e i n e k e n ’ s 
‘There’s  More Behind 
T h e  S t a r ’  c re d e n t i a l 
c a m p a i g n ,  t h e  b ra n d 

Amaechi

which is the reason we were 
elected in the first place. Riv-
ers State is not the only state 
where some lawmakers and 
the governor are from oppos-
ing parties”.  

According to the state-
ment, “Barry Mpigi’s com-
ment during the visit has 
been manipulated by those 
seeking to score cheap po-
litical points. Yes, Hon. Mpigi 
commended the governor 
but he also went further to 
say that the several areas in 
which the APC administra-
tion has done well the PDP 
should also find the courage 
to commend the APC gov-
ernment, as politics should 
not be a do-or-die affair. 

“However, that part of 
speech which does feed the 
desired narrative of those 
seeking to exploit the visit 
for political gain has been 
carefully ignored. I urge all 
Rivers’ people without re-
course to political affiliation 
to ignore the politics and 
focus on the positives”. 

Many said this unfold-
ing drama may see a new 
alliance between a faction 
of Amaechi’s followers and 
Wike, leading to a new di-
mension in the endless crisis 
in the state. 

WikeAbe

be abandoned but com-
pleted to serve as Human 
Resources and capacity 
building for INEC staff in 
the country.

“Little injection of fund 
will get it completed so 
that it will serve as train-
ing centre for INEC staff. 
When it takes off, Abia will 
benefit, the host communi-
ty will equally benefit and 
it will serve as a stimulus 
for SMEs,” said the REC.

He further said that 
when completed, the proj-
ect would enhance capac-
ity building and create 
economic activities for all.

The Abia INEC boss 
urged stakeholders in the 
state to continue sensitis-
ing their people to go and 
register in the on-going 
CVR exercise adding that 
during the 2019, no PVC, 
no voting.

J
o s e p h  I l o h ,  t h e 
Abia state Resident 
Electoral Commis-
sioner has appealed 

to the Senate Committee 
on INEC to as a matter of 
urgency make budgetary 
provision for the aban-
doned gigantic  project 
of the of the Commission 
which was started by the 
Maurice Iwu-led adminis-
tration over 10 years ago.

Iloh, who made the ap-
peal after inspection of 
the project located along 
Enugu-Port Harcourt Ex-
pressway, Umuahia, Abia 
State which according to 
him was 70 percent com-
plete, said the project was 
originally designed for 
collection of data by the 
commission.

The REC noted that 
since the Commission 
had already set up small 
places for data collection, 
the project should not 

Abia REC appeals to 
committee to earmark fund 
for abandoned project



KELECHI EWUZIE

News 
Cutix records remarkable feat 
in 2017 financial year

C
utix Plc,  an indig-
enous electricity ca-
ble and wire compa-
ny based in Nnewi, 
Anambra state has 

recorded great financial feat 
in the 2017 Financial Year, 
despite the economic recession 
in the country.

At the company’s just con-
cluded 34th Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) which was held 
in Nnewi, John Mbonu, chair-
man of the company, informed 
that the company recorded 
significant improvement in both 
its Financial Year 2017 Revenue 
and Profit Before Tax when 
compared to the financial year 
2016, adding that revenue grew 
by 30% from N2.835 billion to 
N3.676 billion.

“The Profit Before Tax grew 

by 33% from N278 million to 
N371 million. Profit After Tax 
grew by 36% from N190 million 
to N258 million. The financial 
year 2017 impressive results 
were mainly due to increased 
operationally efficiency and cost 
optimization. In view of the good 
performance, the Directors are 
recommending a dividend of 
18K per share for approval.

“In the coming year the com-
pany plans to continue driving 
its current aggressive growth 
ambitions. Special focus will be 
on volume capacity expansion 
and accelerated profitability 
whilst remaining competitive in 
the market place”, he said.

 He, however, noted that there 
is still a huge deficit in infrastruc-
ture in Nigeria which must be 
addressed if the country is to at-
tain its maximum development 
potentials.

“The net effect of this deficit 

is a general increase in the cost 
of doing business in Nigeria. 
There is therefore an urgent 
need for the federal govern-
ment of Nigeria to allocate a fair 
amount of capital expenditure 
for infrastructural development 
in the coming years. The issue of 
multiple- taxation has not fully 
been addressed by the Federal 
and State governments” 

Ifeanyi Uzodike, chief ex-
ecutive officer, ascribed the 
company’s steady growth to 
prudent management and the 
cooperation of its dedicated 
staff, while observing that the 
company couldn’t  be where it is 
today without the hard work of 
its staff and management.

“God has been on our side 
and we have been able to pull 
through the troubled waters 
especially in recession. The 
management of this company 
has been very committed. 

NatHaNIEL aKHIgbE 

Imo CP, Ezike to receive ‘Regional Security Award’

C
hris Okey Ezike is the 32nd 
Commissioner of Police in 
Imo state. Professionally, 
he’s called to protect life 

and property. In his own field, secu-
rity, he has proved that and shown 
further that whoever is given a task 
on trust must deal faithfully.

Ezike is one of those the bible 
refers to when it says “You are 
the light of the world. A city on a 
hill cannot be hidden. Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under 
a bowl. Instead, they put it on its 
stand and it gives light to everyone 
in the house. In the same way, let 
your light shine before men that 
they may see your good deeds and 
praise your father in heaven” Mat-
thew 5 V14-16.

 In states like Edo and Rivers 
where he served before coming 
to Imo, the dashing and agile Chris 
Ezike, a trained and refined Supe-
rior Security Officer, a Fellow of the 
Defense University Of Washington 
DC, his activities, indeed stood him 
out as a light in the Nigerian Police. 
He sent out to give light of security 
to the people to enable them heave 
a sigh of relieve from the menace of 
robbers and kidnappers etc.

Now the people of Imo state 
are equally applauding him for his 
performances because he is prov-
ing that in the aspect of protecting 
life and property he is called to be a 
light to the people of Nigeria includ-
ing Imo state.

He has proved that his calling to 
provide security to life and prop-
erty is not in doubt and that if given 
a higher responsibility; he would 
release “hidden” strategies to reduce 
crimes and criminality to the barest 
level in the country.

Chris has also proved true to 
the biblical saying that those who 
have been given a trust must prove 
faithful. He can be trusted with a 
higher job.

A member of International As-
sociation of Chiefs of Police and  the 
Nigeria Institute of Public Relations 
(NIPR), Chris has been spotted by 
the Security Watch Africa. His 
performance stands him out” do the 
extent that Security Watch Africa 
could not resist to wait to call him 
for recognition and award.

The Regional Security Award/
Honours ceremony would take 
place in Kigali Capital of Rwanda 
in December 12, 2017.

Security Watch Africa was initi-
ated and inaugurated in 2004 with 
the aim to recognize, appreciate, 
encourage and celebrate individu-
als, governments, agencies, brands 
and companies who have excelled 
in security administration, practice 
and governance in Africa.

 In one of the press briefings, 
the CP said “the Security Watch 
Africa team for the nomination 
of the Commissioner of Police, CP 
Chris Ezike, the Imo State Police 
command, the officer in charge of 
Special Anti- robbery Squad, SP Vic-
tor Godfrey Ogbeide, the Command 
Police Public Relations Officer, SP 
Andrew Enwerem are worthy of 
nominations for Regional Awards/ 
Honour slated for Kigali in Rwanda 
come 12th December, 2017.”

Since he resumed duty on April 
3, 2017 as the 32nd Commissioner 

of Police, Imo State, the alumnus of 
University of Nigeria Nsukka (UNN) 
and Unizik, Awka has boosted the 
moral of the police in the Imo state 
police command through apprecia-
tion of hard work and recognitions.

He has also boosted the moral of 
his men as a fine trained security 
officer and administrator fashioned 
out various strategies and modus 
operandi for the police to work and 
produce the intended results.

He has earned many awards 
including “Most Outstanding Crime 
Buster in the West and Central 
Africa and adjudged the Best Anti 
Crime Police Chief in Africa”.

The prevailing relative peace 
and tranquility in Imo  State can 
only be attributed to the high 
profile arrests and recoveries the 
command has made in a couple of 
months, Ezike said.

And as we are in the critical 
months of November to December, 
he has assured the continued all out 
offensive against criminals through 
intelligence led raids, cordon and 
search, diligent investigation of 
arrested suspects and successful 
prosecution of cases

As a member of the Nigerian 
Association of Psychologists and 
Pioneer Commanding officer of the 
Counter Terrorist Unit of the Nige-
ria Police Force, Chris said “we shall 
also continue to be more visible at 
black spots, strategic junctions, pub-
lic places and commercials centres 
in the critical months of November 
and December, where guard of 
banks/financial houses would be 
their top priority”.

He has promised to pay special 
attention to general and specific se-
curity of Imo people from Diaspora 
who would return home to enjoy 
the yuletide.

In the past weeks, Imo State host-
ed the Ghanaian and South African 
Presidents Addo Akufor and Jacob 
Zuma respectively, in addition 
to Vice President Yemi Osinbajo, 
Common Wealth Parliamentar-
ian Association, Africa region, the 
galaxy and array of dignitaries that 
graced the activities that marked 
the birthday of Governor Rochas 
Okorocha yet, there was no breach 
of security and peace in Imo.

Recently, the Imo State Police 
command under Ezike showcased 
their modest efforts in restoring 
peace, law and order in the state 
where a total of 49 suspected cult-
ists, Kidnappers, armed robbers 
etc were paraded before newsmen 
at the premises of the state police 
headquarters, Owerri.

He has commended the officers 
and men of Imo State command for 
their hard work, dedication and 
commitment to duty.

“I appreciate all Imolites for their 
whistle blowing capabilities. 

SabINUS ELEmba, Owerri
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Nigerians need re-orientation towards peace, security - NOA boss
UDOKa agWU, Umuahia

T
he National Orienta-
tion Agency (NOA) says 
that Nigeria needs a 
re-orientation in almost 

every sphere of her national life, 
especially in matters relating to 
peace and security.

Ngozi Uduma, the Abia State 
Director, NOA, while presenting 
a keynote address at Ubakala 
Central School, Umuahia South 
L.G.A of Abia State, on the oc-
casion of the programme on 
‘Building A People Of Peace’, 
pointed out that Nigeria today 
is confronted with enormous 
challenges that threaten the 
very fabric of the nationhood.

“The more we see and speak 
about hopes for greater Nigeria, 
the more there arise situations 

that seek to defy our hopes. This 
is the path truly great nations 
have had to tread on their way 
to greatness. This transition from 
despair to hope and fulfillment 
begins with the individual and 
requires change within him in 
his attitudes, values, morals and 
standards,” Uduma said.

She lamented that the pro-
tracted and severe social, po-
litical and economic crises that 
have plagued our country have 
adversely affected the value 
and orientation of citizens both 
adults and youths alike, adding 
that they have also provided 
fertile ground for aberrant be-
haviours and practices in the 
society.

“There is meaninglessness in 
philosophy, insecurity in polity, 
chaos in politics, immorality in 
society, corruption in economy 

and frustration everywhere,” 
she noted.

“Nigeria is a great country, it 
is not for nothing that God has 
brought us together, different 
religions, different tribes and 
cultures and different climatic 
conditions. Why are we put 
together by God? It is not our 
choice. God put us together in 
spite of our so-called differences 
for a purpose. He wants us to 
learn to

accommodate one another, to 
tolerate one another and to live 
peacefully with one another. 
Yes, that is the purpose,” she 
further said.

Uduma disclosed that NOA 
has packaged comprehensive 
programme of activities to cre-
ate the right environment for 
development and peaceful co-
existence and security.

Chris Okey Ezike

The Director General of the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety Agency (NIMASA), Dakuku Peterside, flanked 
by the President of the Nigerian Maritime Law Association (NMLA),  L.C. Ilogu (l) and a Maritime Stakeholder during the 
Annual General Meeting of Nigeria Maritime Law Association (NMLA) held at Uyo in Akwa Ibom State, recently.
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H
istory was made in Lagos, Nigeria, 
last week when Reinhard Bonnke, 
the 77-year-old German-born world 
evangelist, in a blaze of glory and at a 
ceremony beamed live to the whole 

world, successfully transferred power to Daniel 
Kolenda, a 30-year-old American-born firebrand, 
at a ‘passing the torch’ ceremony.

Bonnke, who addressed a five-day Farewell 
Gospel Crusade that drew multitude of people 
from across continents of the world to the Spar-
klight Estate venue of the event, chose to anoint 
Kolenda at a morning session of fire conference 
meant for church leaders and ministers.

On the choice of Kolenda as successor, Bonnke 
said: “The Lord specifically told me that He has 
appointed and anointed Daniel Kolenda as my 
successor.”

He also explained that he is already 77 years 
old and does not want to get to the peak of evan-
gelism and then just drop sharply, adding that 
he had already trained Daniel Kolenda, who he 
described as a young man, and who he expects 
will take the ministry high.

“When the ‘passing on the torch happens’, it 
will have serious global effect and I believe this 
is the will of God. As long as God keeps me, I will 
continue to evangelise, I am after sowing for 
Jesus, I am not after money, I believe in sowing 
for Christ and I promise to do as much as I can,” he 
had said a few days earlier.

Bonnke presented to the congregation, his 
successor, Evangelist Kolenda, who he prayed 
for before the worshippers and asked them 
to also pray for him, as the one to continue his 
evangelistic ministry.

Kolenda has been under the tutelage of 
Bonnke since age 22. Bonnke, who started his 
evangelistic ministry at the age of 27 in Lesotho, 
fifty years ago, said God specifically told him his 
farewell crusade should be in Nigeria.

The renowned evangelist must have decided 
to commission Kolenda before other ministers of 
the gospel and church founders in Nigeria just as 
a lesson in succession planning.

Before the ‘passing the torch’ ceremony, 
Kolenda had learnt from Bonnke the humility 
that goes with a God-called minister and how to 
ascribe all glory to God whatever level of divine 

“Our society has become so perverse that 
people go as far as trying to eliminate any one 
suspected to be the likely successor of a general 
overseer or general superintendent. Once there 
is anything that gives indication that Brother 
this or Brother that has been selected to succeed 
the general overseer, you begin to see attacks 
from all corners. But my attitude to such things 
is, if the person or persons selected is (are) God’s 
anointed, there’s nothing anybody can do to kill 
such a person. I believe so much in the advice 
Gamaliel gave to the Pharisees concerning the 
persecution of the apostles. He told them to leave 
the apostles alone; if their mission was not of God 
it would crumble; but if they were powered by 
God, nothing would stop it.

“Our church leaders, particularly those who 
are advanced in age, should begin to seek God’s 
face on possible successors,” he further explained.

Another cleric, who told BDSUNDAY that he 
witnessed the transfer of power and authority 
from Bonnke to Kolenda said he came close to 
shedding tears.

“It was a solemn session. I am very sure that 
God allowed it to take place in Lagos, Nigeria, 
where we have the highest number of churches 
and founders in Africa. Many of our church lead-
ers have become like sit-tight politicians; although 
their capabilities are waning as a result of age, 
they don’t give any indication that their time is 
up. Some of them insist on putting their children 
as their successor; some of them who have no 

male children to succeed them, go as far as in-
stalling their daughters, wives or other relations 
to take over the leadership of the church. If they 
were led of God to do so, I wouldn’t bother, but 
they are seeing the church with the same eyes 
they see family business; it is unfortunately. You 
know what struck me most was that Bonnke is a 
German, while Kolenda is American. I came close 
to tears when the young man knelt before his 
master for that all-important transfer of power 
and authority. It is indeed a lesson for us all here 
in Nigeria,” said the cleric, who craved anonymity.

Bonnke was full of concern for Nigeria. The 
stunted growth of the Nigeria, in all aspects of 
its life, moved the world evangelist to make an 
agonising intercession for her.

On the very last day of the crusade, Bonnke 
had announced he was going to preach his very 
last message on the African soil. He urged Nigeria 
to return to God. During his prayer ministrations, 
he prayed for individuals, their businesses, heal-
ing and all manner of challenges in people’s lives. 
He specifically prayed for President Muhamma-
du Buhari; Vice President Yemi Osinbajo and for 
the healing of Nigeria, a nation that has sunken 
so deep in the mire of sin and hopelessness. He 
urged armed robbers to exchange their guns for 
the bible. The deepness of the prayers he made 
on the last day was tantamount to exorcising 
Nigeria of all the demons of corruption; immoral-
ity, wickedness; leadership ineptitude and other 
forms of demonic influence on Nigeria.

Bonnke’s handover to Kolenda: A lesson for 
Nigerian ministers in succession planning

interventions and manifestations in the lives of 
the people in the course of his ministration.

Many Nigerians were flabbergasted that 
Bonnke chose Nigeria as a place to “hang his 
boots” in his evangelistic outreaches.

He had, on Monday, November 6, 2017, 
explained the reason for Nigeria as the venue 
while addressing a world press conference at 
the Intercontinental Hotel, Victoria Island on his 
arrival into Nigeria for the five-day engagement.

“I am after souls not after money; I can see a ripe 
harvest in Nigeria because of the large population. 
Also, I have top of my best friends in Nigeria and 
on top of it all, I love Nigerians,” he said. 

What next after the crusade? Is he retiring 
from preaching the gospel? Bonnke emphasised 
that he would not be engaging in intercontinental 
crusades, hence the need to anoint a successor.  
Bonnke’s decision to choose someone who is not 
his son, a relative of his or from his country, but one 
who possesses the Charisma and the unction for 
the work, from America, has been noted by many 
as hard lesson for many Nigerian church leaders.

Whereas in Nigeria, many ministers run their 
ministries like a secular outfit where they put 
their children and blood relations in positions of 
authority, without regard to competence, Bonnke 
believes soul-winning must not be sacrificed on 
the altar of pecuniary  considerations.

In Nigeria, family businesses hardly outlive 
their founders because of lack of concrete plan 
for sustenance. This is also the case with many 
churches, particularly, those that were estab-
lished as money-making ventures.

Some observers say that a good number of 
church founders/leaders in Nigeria, those who 
are not willing to handover to their children or 
relations, try to play the ostrich by carrying on 
without considering the issue of succession.

“Their attitude to such important issue is that 
it will take care of itself at their exit. Such church 
founders do not want to rock the boat. They don’t 
want to be called names and they simply want to 
exit quietly without seeing dirty fight over who 
succeeds them. But that does not help matters,” 
said Abiodun Oyeyemi, a budding pastor with a 
Pentecostal church in Lagos.

Oyeyemi noted that the level of fighting in 
some churches over positions may have scared 
some of the founders from making any pro-
nouncement about who takes over from them. 

ZEBULON AGOMUO

Bonnke praying for Kolenda
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In search of lead and fortune
Nigeria’s used lead acid battery market is currently worth about N100billion impelled by the 
growth of solar energy but informal recyclers without firm regulations, constitute a danger to 
themselves, the environment and the economy, since used acid batteries are the second most 
toxic waste next to nuclear waste, writes ISAAC ANYAOGU.

the batteries he collects are moved to reduce 
the weight. Many local smelters encourage 
the practice by offering better prices for “dry” 
batteries.

The process is complicated in its simplicity. 
Nkoli breaks open used batteries, drains the 
acidic water and has friends who built make-
shift kilns to recycle the lead.

Extremely polluting and results in low yield 
as most backyard recyclers cannot reduce 
lead-oxide.

Nkoli, like dozens of others in Lagos and 
Abuja, could be dying in installments health 
experts say because of the toxic nature of lead. 
Their makeshift operations notwithstanding, 
used lead acid batteries (ULABs) are worth 
billions in Nigeria.

A thriving market
A research on ULABs conducted by the Re-

cycling and Economic Initiative Development 
of Nigeria (REDIN) supported by the Heinrich 
Boll Stiftung (HBS)Nigeria, a foundation that 
is canvassing proper management of ULABs, 
in 2016, found that every year, an estimated 
110,300 tons of used lead acid batteries are 
generated from the transport sector with each 
ton sold at N340,000. This translates to a market 
value of N37.5billon.

The cost of transportation of each ton is put 
at N11,000 and at the rate of 110,300 tones, the 
estimated cost is put at N1.2billion.

Recent growth of solar energy has increased 
the quantity of batteries imported into the 
country. Terseer Ugbor, managing director/
CEO of REDIN Recycling Industries, said the 
volume of imported batteries is over 250,000 
tons annually. This puts the total value of 
Nigeria’s ULABs market at over N85billion. 
Ugbor says updated estimates put the value 
near N100billion.

The retail cost of used lead acid batteries 
ranges between N4,000 and N10,000 per unit 
when sold to a wholesale collector or primary 
recycler. Most people when they are changing 
their car batteries leave it with their auto shops 
or sell it to roadside mechanic who sell it to a 
retailer.

“Dealers that are collecting the battery for 
the purpose of recycling or exports currently 
have agents across the country collecting this 
batteries from scrap dealers or from retail out-
lets and transporting them to different locations 
across the country where they are processed for 
recycling or for exports,” said Ugbor.

The value chain comprises battery collec-
tion, transportation, recycling, exports and 
manufacturing. Nigeria has a fairly basic but 
organised collection, transportation and stor-
age system for ULABs around the country, 
usually delivered to Onitsha, Nnewi, Asaba and 
Lagos state but this formal sector gets less used 
batteries than the informal operators.

Major ULABs dealers collect 6,000 tons of 

batteries nationwide (except Lagos) and transport them 
to Onitsha where secondary recyclers come to pick 
them up for transportation to their recycling plants. 
Lagos state certifies collectors and processers who col-
lect as much as 5,000 tons of used batteries monthly.

Poor government take
The government however, derives little value from 

this market. Over 90,000 tons of ULABs are exported 
out of the country and exporters pay the Ministry of 
Environment a paltry N500 per ton.

The Nigerian Customs Service has no formal tariffs 
for ULABs. Sources say exporters make under the table 
payment of about N2,000 on a container bound for 
China, India and other European countries. Meanwhile 
a ton of lead in the international market is about $2,500.

Two companies Ibeto Group who have been pro-
ducing batteries locally and exporting lead; and Metal 
Recycling Industries Ltd who recycle the batteries for 
the lead and convert to ingots for export, formally buy 
ULABs and have standardised recycling operations.

“But the challenge is their facilities are always empty 
of batteries,” said Donald Ikenna Ofoegbu, programme 
coordinator at HBS. Despite following international 
best practices, these companies are squeezed by in-
formal recyclers and exporters.

But the real trouble is that their activity is a tragedy 
waiting to happen.

A looming danger
HBS organised a training workshop on environmen-

Many don’t even wear hand gloves when breaking up the batteries

Local recycling - extremely polluting and results in low yield as they cannot reduce lead-oxide

Batteries collected in a crude manner 

The only thing worse than stacking batteries in an enclosed space is sitting in there with them

T
he brown earth is littered with 
crumbs of used plastics, scraps of 
metal and washed out tyres, the air 
is thick with the deafening sounds 
of iron on metal, car horns and virile 

voices of men who have refused to give up on 
life, even though it throws them curve balls at 
every turn.

Welcome to Apo Mechanic Village, home 
to welders, panel beaters auto repairers, spare 
part dealers, the occasional drunks and the 
decidedly delinquent. The shops are built from 
metal containers and scraps of zinc roofing 
sheets clinging to the ground which soaks up 
dark brake oil and the sweat of brawny men.

In one section, young men clad in clothes 
that have seen too much oil and too much toil, 
haul a 300 kg salon car, whose engine has been 
repurposed.  In another section, two men reek-
ing of engine oil, tighten screws on a dismantled 
Camry engine, beads of perspiration dripping 
down their faces, their muscles calloused as 
they wore the strain of the hustle on their brows.

Deep inside the market is a section where 
grown men use cutlasses and heavy iron rods 
to hack open used batteries to extract lead 
from them.

Many don’t even wear hand gloves in col-
lecting and breaking up the batteries.

Like twenty-seven year old, Nkoli Nwa-
chukwu, who extracts lead from used batteries 
for sale to importers. He drains the acid before 
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tally sound management of ULABs and the application 
of the benchmarking assessment tool in the context of 
implementing the Basel Convention on 20th October 
2017 at Ibis Hotel, Lagos.

One presentation after another highlighted the danger 
ULABs presents. Lead-acid batteries contain sulphuric 
acid and large amounts of lead. The acid is extremely 
corrosive, and a good carrier for soluble lead and lead 
particulate. Lead is a highly toxic metal that produces a 
range of adverse health effects particularly in young chil-
dren, including cardiovascular, neurological and gastro-
intestinal diseases like anaemia, and mental retardation.

The danger this time is not from battery manufactur-
ing sites but solar batteries. ULABs from the bourgeoning 
solar market will eclipse the automobile sector. For every 
6 kW solar PV installation about 8 units of batteries (400 
Amp, 48 V) are needed. For urban apartments about 24 
batteries are needed, for rural households about 1-4, 
depending on the energy consumption needs.

Nigeria’s solar PV target of 30,000 MW would require 
between 160-280 million batteries to be installed, re-
placed and then recycled according to an HBS research.

“The typical lifetime of a battery can range from about 
3 to 5 years, so for an average lifespan of the PV panel of 
21 years the battery replacement rate is four to seven. 
Most of the batteries can be expected to be lead-acid 
batteries as lithium-ion batteries are currently slow to 
enter the off-grid market,” said a HBS research.

Suleiman Yusuf, managing director of Blue Camel 
Energy, a renewable energy firm who provides batteries 
that banks use to power their Automated Teller Machines 
(ATMs) said that his outfit generates over 600 units of 
60KVa of ULABs monthly.

“So there is need for a formal regulation of the sec-
tor, because the sector is growing beyond the volume 
anticipated,” he said.

But Nigeria is yet to develop a distinct regulatory code 
for ULABs, despite the toxic nature of waste generated, 
ranked secondly only to nuclear material. Africa’s big-
gest economy has regulation dealing with toxic wastes 
in general but without classifying ULABs as such and 
codifying regulations to govern informal recycling, it 
undermines the health of its citizens.

“Used lead acid batteries are considered the second 
most toxic waste after nuclear waste. If we are going 
to mismanage other waste streams like plastic bottles 
and other packaging wastes, lead acids should be the 
last waste we will ever try to mismanage because of the 
harmful effects,” said Ugbor.

Batteries fall into two basic groups: lead acid batteries 
and dry cell batteries. Lead acid batteries often used to 
power automobiles, industrial equipment and alterna-
tive energy systems. Dry cell batteries power radios, toys, 
cellular phones, watches, laptop computers, portable 
power tools, and other consumer goods.

Recent cases of lead poisoning in Nigeria have dem-
onstrated the risk that this toxic heavy metal poses to 
humans, particularly, children. Lead poisoning related 
to unsafe lead mining caused the death of at least 163 
people in 2010 in Zamfara State, including 111 children. 
In Niger State in 2015, an estimated 28 children below 
the age of 5 died of lead poisoning.

Severe cases of lead poisoning related to ULABs waste 
have not been recorded in Nigeria yet, but the experience 

of other countries serves to illustrate the risk. In 
2008, a well documented case of severe lead poi-
soning in a Senegalese community depending 
on informal ULABs recycling caused the death 
of 18 children under the age of five.

Health surveys of workers at a secondary 
lead smelter in Ghana and communities living 
around a secondary lead smelter in Kenya re-
vealed widespread and systematic lead poison-
ings with potentially fatal levels of lead in blood.

Similar communities exist in Nigeria and it 
does not need a tragedy to be stirred into action. 
While there is no data available on the health 
impacts and mortality in communities depend-
ing on the recycling or handling of ULABs waste 
in Nigeria, there is noticeable contamination of 
the land where illegal recycling occurs.

The costs of remediation for land contami-
nated by ULABs handling and processing are ex-
tremely high. Oladele Osibanjo, chief consultant 
of Jawura Environmental Services Limited, in his 
presentation at the HBS workshop highlighted 
the effects of auto battery slag from a decom-

missioned lead-acid battery factory in Ibadan. 
He reported severe contamination in soil, plants 
and grazing livestock. The local population, 
groundwater quality and the general environ-
ment were reportedly at high risk of lead toxicity.

“Used batteries have a standardised way they 
should be collected, stored and transported even 
before recycling; the current system doesn’t fol-
low the right protocol. Informal recyclers do not 
follow any known environmental regulation or 
law or the international treaty, the Basel conven-
tion that Nigeria is a signatory to,” said Ugbor in 
his presentation at the HBS workshop.

Can the Basel convention suffice?
The Basel Convention on the Control of 

Transboundary movements of hazardous wastes 
and their disposal is an international treaty 
designed to reduce the movements of hazard-
ous waste, except radioactive waste, between 
nations, and specifically to prevent transfer of 
hazardous waste from developed to less devel-
oped countries. It came into force in 1992 and 
Nigeria is a signatory.

It was created partly in response to the 1988 
dumping of 8,000 barrels of hazardous waste 
from Italy to the small town of Koko in Nigeria 
in exchange for $100 monthly rent paid to a 
Nigerian farmer for use of his farmland.

Experts say in the absence of ULABs policy, 
the government should domesticate the Basel 
convention. “We don’t need to wait for crises 
to develop an environmentally sound manage-
ment of ULABs; we can at least work with the 
Basel convention for now,” said Osibanjo.

According to the Basel convention, appropri-
ate personal protective equipment (PPE) should 
be worn when handling ULABs; they must be 
stacked in an upright orientation with all the 
vent and inspection caps firmly in place so that 
acid is not spilled.

The only thing worse than stacking batteries 
in an enclosed space is sitting in there.  

It also recommend that ULABs should be 
stored, handled and transported in accordance 
with domestic hazardous waste, dangerous 
goods and workplace health and safety legisla-
tion. Batteries that are leaking electrolyte should 
be placed in a suitable plastic container.

In the absence of a distinct policy on ULABs, 
Nigeria has an Extended Producer Responsibil-
ity (EPR) rule which requires a producer of haz-
ardous material to be responsible for clean-up 
and care for the environment.

The national laws relating to management 
include the National Environmental (Sanita-
tion and Waste Control) Regulations S. I 28 of 
2009 and the National Environmental (Motor 
Vehicle & Miscellaneous Assembly sector) 
Regulations, these regulations and others have 
specific provisions for Extended Producer 
Responsibility Programme, according to M. A. 
Amachree, director, Inspection and Enforce-
ment Department of NESREA.

“Regulation 6 section (2) requires that all 
damaged and disused components, including 
wires, electronic devices, oil filters, batteries, 
tyres, airbags, etc, shall be amenable to recov-
ery under the Extended Producer Responsibil-
ity (EPR) programme,” said Amachree.

EPR shifts the responsibility for waste man-
agement from government to private industry, 
obliging producers, importers and/or sellers 
to internalise waste management costs in their 
product prices and ensuring the safe handling 
of their products.

But it is grossly inadequate in a largely 
unregulated market. The EPR Regulations in 
Nigeria have been slow to take effect because 
of its underlying setup as a corporate social 
responsibility rather than as a mandatory 
directive backed by legislation.

Countries like Germany, China, South 
Korea, South Africa, India, Canada and the 
United States operate the EPR after support-
ing it with legislation. In the United States, 
between 2008 and 2010, forty EPR bills were 
introduced in state legislatures across the 
country out of which 12 were signed into law. 
In Organisation for Economic Corporation 
and Development (OECD) battery take-back 
programmes have been adopted in nearly 
every country and the European Commission 
has developed one waste directive for all of 
member states.

Nearly 99 million lead-acid car batteries 
are produced each year and each of these 
contains 18 pounds of lead and one pound of 
sulfuric acid said Andreas Manhart, from the 
Oeko-Institut, a leading European research 
and consultancy working for a sustainable 
future, at the HBS workshop. He further said 
that 90 percent of lead-acid batteries are 
recycled, while the un-recycled ones end up 
in landfills where they can leach into the sur-
rounding soil and air.

Recycling is advanced in many countries 
but in Africa crude process still holds way. The 
estimated ULABs volume in Africa is about 
1.2million metric tons in 2016, it generates 
800,000 tons of lead and represents 8percent 
of global annual primary production of lead.

However, African countries have few 
uses for lead apart from illegal ammunition 
production, fishing gear and cooking pots. 
The bulk of the raw lead is exported to lead 
refineries in Asia and Europe which is mostly 
used to produce new batteries. Degrading the 
environment further will mean Africa is losing 
from both ends.

The way out is for the Ministry of Environ-
ment to set up a ministerial committee to 
domesticate the Basel Convention through a 
policy for the effective management and regu-
lation of ULABs in Nigeria, shine the spotlight on 
activities of dirty ULAB smelters and how their 
activities are polluting the environment and 
crowding out clean ULAB recycling and thus, 
jeopardising the local economy and threatening 
jobs, says HBS.

NESREA is also urged to engage in more 
mapping and enforcement of shut-downs of 
dirty ULAB smelters especially those operating 
close to residential areas, schools and hospitals 
and properly regulate the activities of metal re-
cycling operators and smelters in collaboration 
with state environmental protection agencies 
to ensure they operate with the benchmarked 
environmental standards. 

Nigeria is yet to develop a distinct regulatory 
code for ULABs, despite the toxic nature of 
waste generated, ranked secondly only to 

nuclear material. Africa’s biggest economy 
has regulation dealing with toxic wastes in 
general but without classifying ULABs as 
such and codifying regulations to govern 

informal recycling, it undermines the health 
of its citizens
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Nigeria in the eyes of S/African 
Kaya FM broadcasters

T
he visit last Thursday 
of a team from South 
African Kaya FM to 
collaborate with the 
Nigerian Tourism De-

velopment Commission (NTDC) 
could be likened to the visit 
of the Queen of Sheba to King 
Solomon.

Just like the Kaya FM team 
came because of what they have 
heard happening in Nigeria and 
the huge opportunities here, the 
Queen of Sheba visited Solomon 
because of the success stories 
she had heard about the king 
and his kingdom.

When the Queen of Sheba 
saw the wisdom of Solomon and 
the palace he had built, the food 
on his table, the seating of his of-
ficials, the attending servants in 
their robes, his cupbearers, etc, 
she was overwhelmed.

She said to the king, “The re-
port I heard in my own country 
about your achievements and 
your wisdom is true.  But I did 
not believe these things until 
I came and saw with my own 
eyes. Indeed, not even half was 
told me; in wisdom and wealth 
you have far exceeded the re-
port I heard.”

That was a form of tourism. 
She travelled from her native 
country to Jerusalem to ap-
preciate the good things that 
were going on there under King 
Solomon.

By the same token, the Kaya 
FM team was in Nigeria for 
some days, observing things 
for themselves and felt satisfied 
with the huge tourism poten-
tials that needed to be tapped.

Folorunsho Coker, director-
general, NTDC, who has com-
mitted himself to taking the na-
tion’s tourism to greater heights 
and repositioning the nation’s 
tourism to be a huge revenue 
earner, said he encourages any 
collaboration that would re-
position the nation’s tourism 
industry.

He said the focus now is to 
treat tourism as a business and 
as a huge foreign exchange 
earner, noting that tourism is 
not just about arts and culture as 
it has always been classified, but 
a money-spinner that can im-
mensely scale up the fortunes of 
Nigeria, if properly harnessed.

At the parley with some 
editors with the visiting South 
African broadcasters who pro-
mote tourism, the DG said he 
was glad to have the support 
of the visitors, who, according 
to him, have promised to col-

laborate with NTDC to realise 
its objectives.

Leader of the team, Greg 
Maloka, a supporter of South 
African artists and musicians, 
and managing director, Kaya 
FM, said: “The whole idea of this 
collaboration is that we want to 
understand Nigeria for ourselves. 
We want to understand Nigeria 
beyond media, or what anyone 
else is reporting but our own ac-
count.  Our focus is growth and 
development. There are lots of 
important people who want to 
see growth and development. 
These are those who do not want 
to dwell on negativities.”

According to Maloka, “We are 
certain that there are hundreds of 
millions of people who just want 
to find a better environment to 
raise their families; to be able to 
take their children to school and 
make them become better than 
what they have achieved. We 
want to see Africa being recog-
nised among its peers globally. 
And that has to start with us. A 
lot of South Africans are coming 
to Nigeria because they under-
stand the vibrancy of the place 
and the opportunities here. Kaya 
is a medium that speaks to mil-
lions of people that opportunities 
are open to many more people in 
Africa.”

Ordinarily,  s ome cynics 
would have thought that with 
the xenophobic attack going on 
in South Africa where many 
Nigerians have been killed, it 
would be difficult to see fresh 

business collaborations be-
tween the two countries, Malo-
ka said part of the reasons for 
such behavours in South Africa 
was the negative effects of the 
Apartheid era that eroded the 
confidence of many citizens 
and made them see foreigners 
as enemies.  

“The issue really is, remem-
ber that South Africa has a 
racial challenge. The system of 
apartheid did something cruel 
to black people; it took away 
our pride, our identity – what 
we are, our history was inter-
rupted. A lot of our history was 
erased deliberately and some 
charged.

“So, you can never really 
connect with who you are, and 
if you cannot connect with 
who you are, it is difficult to 
be confident about anything. 
So confidence became a very 
huge deficit among black South 
Africans. And it doesn’t matter 
how educated you are, how rich 
or poor you are. When you don’t 
have confidence, you don’t have 
it. It is nothing that you can buy 
over the counter. You have to 
work for it. You have to be at 
peace with yourself so you can 
co-exist with others. So, we are 
not able to co-exist with others 
because we have deficit with 
us. And it is a very painful thing 
and it is something that we don’t 
understand, because for most 
people it is something that is in 
your blood stream and in your 
sub-conciseness. So, your reac-

tion when you meet a confident 
person is resentment,” the Kaya 
FM boss explained.

“We should craft a new fu-
ture for ourselves. But in doing 
that we also say it is pointless 
to think of ourselves or isolate 
ourselves from the continent. 
For a very long time South Af-
ricans have isolated themselves; 
they never saw themselves as 
part of the continent. The level 
of tolerance we have for each 
other is not what is expected 
to be because, generally, Af-
rica is naturally a very warm 
and friendly continent. A lot 
of that has been compromised 
through politics in many differ-
ent countries, mainly because 
of different political agendas 
and challenges that each of us 
are facing in our different coun-
tries,” he said.

“But our quest from Kaya FM 
perspective is: how do we find 
a single voice for Africa? What 
is the one thing that identifies 
us as a people so much that 
whatever space we occupy we 
must always find our way back 
to that singular thing? Think 
about many countries around 
the world, they are first identi-
fied by their continents and not 
by their names. In many parts 
of the world when people ask 
you where are you from? You 
say I am an African. You only 
tell the person your country 
if the individual goes ahead to 
ask where in Africa? So, what 
does that mean? That means 

that as a medium that has 24 
million people that are view-
ing the YouTube content, we 
have about a million middle 
and upper middle class of South 
Africans who are looking to us 
Kanya listening to Kaya on a 
weekly basis, who are looking 
to us to try to understand our 
environment and continent 
better,” Maloka further said.

He gave an instance of the 
team’s experience at a restau-
rant somewhere in Lagos where 
they went to eat. According to 
him, the food was fantastic, the 
environment superb, and they 
were able to take some photo 
shots to prove to the people back 
home they were not in a jungle 
dodging bullets.

“We have to put it up for 
people to see that we were not 
in one jungle dodging bullets, 
but a country of progressive 
people. We have to understand 
that everything about Nigeria 
is Nigerian. You need to under-
stand how beautiful Nigeria is. 
The only way to learn about 
finding ourselves is to reach out 
to our brothers and sisters and 
understand where they draw 
their pride from,” he said.

The team promised to en-
courage South Africans to visit 
Nigeria more. Maloka and his 
colleagues also said that they 
were going to bring more tour-
ists into the country as well as 
businesses that would be mutu-
ally beneficial to both countries.

 …NTDC in profitable collaborations

ZEBULON AGOMUO

Folorunsho Coker (3rd right), DG, NTDC: Greg Maloka, MD, Kaya FM, South Africa (3rd left); David O’Sullivan (1st right), Olga Muteiwa (2nd 
right), Brenda Modibane (2nd left) all of Kaya FM, and Bukky Enuha, travel consultant, MJF Travel & Tours (1st left).
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More knocks for Okorocha over Zuma, 
Johnson-Sirleaf statues

W
hile Governor Rochas 
Okorocha of Imo State 
may be basking in the eu-
phoria of achievement af-
ter he successfully erected 

and unveiled a statue of controversial South 
African President Jacob Zuma and followed 
it up with that of Liberian President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf, many Nigerians, including 
lawyers and psycho experts, are struggling 
to get into the minds of the “philanthropist” 
governor to understand the thoughts behind 
his latest romance with foreign powers.

Since October 15, 2017, when the governor 
unveiled the Zuma statue in Owerri, the state 
capital, discussions on the subject have been 
fierce on traditional and digital media, with 
many Nigerians from across the country 
questioning the rationale behind such a move.  

Only recently, Ozioma Izuora, an Abuja-
based lawyer, raised the issue of the legality 
or otherwise of Okorocha’s romance with 
presidents of foreign countries.

“In international law, countries, otherwise 
known as States, are participants in diplo-
macy on equal footing as sovereigns. Rochas 
has no basis or qualification to be engaging 
States, i.e., other countries. Imo State is not a 
subject known to international law. Imo is a 
unit within the State called Nigeria. Rochas is 
walking faster than his shoes. It is an index of 
State failure that the government of Nigeria 
should turn a blind eye to his shenanigans,” 
Izuorah said in a Facebook comment.

“This government does not bother to call 
him to order because they need as many 
distracting elements as possible to occupy Ni-
gerians away from prying too closely at their 
non-performance. Please do nota be sucked in 
by the show of shame going on in Imo State. 
Rochas woke up, told himself he was ripe to 
be head of state. What to do? Start acting like 
one! Shame!” she wrote.

But unperturbed by the public outrage 
against his newfound romance with statues, 
Okorocha lashed back at his critics, saying he 
owes no one apology.

True to his word, Okorocha on November 
10 unveiled another statue, this time in hon-
our of President Johnson-Sirleaf. He followed 
up with conferment of a chieftaincy title on 
her through Samuel Ohiri, chairman of the 
State Council of Traditional Rulers, and also 
named a road after her, just as he had done 
in the case of Zuma. 

Joe Nwokedi, president, Anambra State 
Indigenous Lawyers Forum (ASILF) and as-
sistant secretary, League of Anambra Profes-
sionals (LAP), in a reaction told BDSUNDAY 
that he has been busy lately trying to get into 
the mind of the Imo State governor in order to 
ascertain what could be responsible for what 
he described as “shameful development in 
Nigeria’s political discourse”. 

“Does he want to make Owerri the capi-
tal of Nigeria? Is he trying to create eastern 
regional government? I have been trying to 
understand the rationale behind this Okoro-
cha’s initiative.

“I have thought about it politically. I have 
thought about it socially and culturally, and I 
was like, what is this man trying to do now? Is 
he trying to build Owerri as a special kind of 
a city in the world? Is he trying to undermine 
Abuja and the Federal Government? Is he 
trying to be an Africanist?

“Okorocha has never done anything that 
portrays him as an Africanist; he has neither 
been in an African struggle nor done any-
thing Africa wise. He has also never been 
known as a philosopher or engaged in social 

justice crusade or been an activist at the 
continental level.

“For Nigeria to have a sitting President and 
a governor under such authority is erecting 
statues of foreign presidents, it is a coded mes-
sage only Okorocha can decode. Something 
must be wrong somewhere,” Nwokedi said.

He added that it was unacceptable for the 
governor to be erecting statues of presidents 
who have not impacted the lives of people of 
the state while issues of payment of workers’ 
salaries and pensions as well several other 
financial obligations and developmental 
projects beg for attention. 

“I spent over six years in Owerri when I 
was growing up. This issue of spending tax-
payers’ money erecting statues of presidents 
of other countries with over N500 million 
while government owes workers’ salaries 
is something worrisome that every sincere 
Nigerian must rise to condemn.

“If Okorocha is in love with statues, there 
are so many people he can immortalize 
because of their contributions to the state. 
Someone like Sam Mbakwe who is like a god 
in Imo State; someone like Evans Enwerem; 
Ekwueme who built the first indigenous hotel 
in Imo; Kanu Nwankwo who has brought so 
much honour to both the state and Nigeria; 
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu who is responsible 
for Nekede. All these people have no statues 
erected in their honour.

“Then outside Imo State, Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu on whose influence 
Okorocha rode to become governor. It was 
Ojukwu that enabled him to win election. 

Something is really wrong somewhere. 
“By now, if we truly practice separation of 

powers, the state House of Assembly would 
have initiated an impeachment procedure 
against him. It is the same legislative attitude 
in Kogi State. The legislative arm of govern-
ment is failing us. In a situation where they 
are expected to rise to the occasion and exert 
the authority imposed on them by the Con-
stitution, they will just be docile.

“Sincerely speaking, with what is going on 
in Owerri now, even when the governor de-
molished a market and the entire hullabaloo 
that ensued, the Assembly members should 
have initiated impeachment procedure 
against him. Even though the governor has 
crippled the capacity of the Assembly mem-
bers by naming them chairmen of various 
taskforces, that is not enough for them to sell 
the right of the people; the collective good-
will of the people should not be sacrificed,” 
Nwokedi said.

For members of the Imo Assembly to 
sacrifice competence and service delivery 
on the altar of political correctness, he said, 
is to sacrifice the future of their children and 
grand-children, the image and pride of Imo 
people, which he said posterity would judge 
the lawmakers by.   

“Whatever Okorocha has given to them 
that has rendered their legislative power 
useless is irrelevant as far as the image and 
integrity of Imo State and its people is con-
cerned. The Assembly members must rise to 
confront the shameful drama that is playing 
out in the state. They have to do something so 
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Okorocha

as to pacify themselves from all these spiritual 
entanglements that Okorocha has brought 
upon them,” he said.  

Dotun Hassan, president, Yoruba Youths 
Council Worldwide (YYWW), however, said 
by virtue of Nigerian and international law, 
the Imo governor has not committed any 
offence against the President of Nigeria by 
erecting statues of presidents in his political 
domain.

“There is no breaking of any law as far as 
I know, but irrespective of the law, it must be 
clear that an unappropriated cost which does 
not in any way impact the lives of the people 
should be thoroughly investigated.

“Most unfortunately, the amount that 
is placed on these erected statues is in the 
tune of N500 million or thereabouts. Such 
is ridiculous and uncalled for. What the gov-
ernor is doing is monumental misplacement 
of priority. 

“Just look at the things that they are di-
verting all the monies they are borrowing 
into, including the ones from the Presidency! 
Okorocha’s erection of statues shows lack of 
quality reasoning. Even though Nigeria has 
been described as a ‘fantastically corrupt na-
tion’, we shouldn’t be dancing to their tune by 
acting in this manner.

“Okorocha made mockery of Nigeria by 
erecting the statue of Jacob Zuma, whose im-
age is battered by corruption allegation. What 
message is Okorocha really passing by erect-
ing the statue of Zuma, a man who is tainted 
with illegality and corruption? Is Okorocha 
by erecting Zuma’s statue confirming who he 
is and that Imo as a state must follow Zuma’s 
example? This is sad and something drastic 
has to be done,” he said.

Speaking further, Hassan said the gover-
nor has not been able to tell the people of Imo 
State the contractual derivable of the statues, 
adding that what Okorocha is simply doing is 
to promote himself and his foundation at the 
expense of the state.

“I so much detest the governor’s manner of 
approach. Perhaps, erecting statues of presi-
dents is his own subtle style of declaring his 
presidential ambition, but that will not make 
him a president in Nigeria. It will be idolatry 
and insensitive for him to see erection of stat-
ues of presidents of other countries as a way of 
warming himself into the hearts of Nigerians. 
If Okorocha has erected the statues of a traffic 
warder or any hero of the state, it would have 
been appreciated by most Nigerians,” he told 
BDSUNDAY.

A senior member of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), who is also a psychologist, told 
BDSUNDAY in confidence that some party 
members are also expressing disappointment 
over the governor’s behaviour, which he says 
is battering the party’s image further within 
the South-East, adding that caution was being 
applied because of his position in the party.

“Some of us know that something is not 
right about Okorocha’s attitude of erecting 
foreign presidents’ statues, particularly that of 
Jacob Zuma, who is facing various corruption 
allegations in South Africa. That is a stain on 
President Buhari’s anti-corruption war.  

“But one thing is certain: he is building his 
personal image in these countries. Whatever 
the reason the governor is erecting statues of 
sitting presidents, it is about him, not about 
the people of Imo State.

“I think President Buhari understands 
Okorocha’s moves very perfectly. The Presi-
dent is not bothered that Okorocha is inviting 
and erecting the statues of foreign presidents 
and inviting them into the country as far as it 
does not conflict with the President’s interest,” 
the source said.
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2019: Aspirants jittery as Ashiru joins Ogun 

S
udden endorse-
ment of Bimbo 
A s h i r u ,  O g u n 
State Commis-
sioner for Com-

merce and Industry by 
almost all and sundry from 
Ijebu-Remo axis of the 
state under the aegis of 
Ijebu-Remo Governor-
ship Agenda Forum on 
Wednesday has changed 
political rhythm, as all 
political parties and aspi-
rants vying for the state 
governorship seat ahead 
of 2019 have gone jittery.

Ashiru is coming at a 
time when Yewa-Awori 
people seem to have begun 
usual political process that 
has been the trademark 
of Ogun West Senatorial 
District since 1979 - multi-
plicity of candidates - who 
always lose governorship 
seat to other Senatorial 
districts due to incessant 
disagreement among its 
elders and political class.

But, unanimous en-
dorsement of Ashiru as 
consensus candidate for 
2019 Ogun state gover-
norship election by Ije-
bu-Remo Governorship 
Agenda Forum who are 
reportedly backed by both 
Awujale of Ijebuland, Oba 
Sikiru Adetona and soon-
to-be-crowned Akarigbo 
of Remoland, Obama Ba-
batunde Ajayi, coupled 
with unparalleled unity 
among the people of Ijebu-
Remo in Ogun East Senato-
rial District, have really 
unsettled political camps 
within and outside the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC).

It will be recalled that 
Ashiru defeated former 
Deputy Governor, Segun 
Adesegun; Senator Gbenga 
Kaka and Senator Olo-
runmbe Mamora; Muyiwa 
Oladipo, a serving Com-
missioner in the state and 
four other aspirants who 
were screened by the Olu 
Okuboyejo-led four man 
Selection and Screening 
Committee.

The Commissioner for 
Commerce and Industry 
was elected in Ijebu-ode 
after tension-filled meet-
ings of All Progressive 
Congress (APC) leaders 
in Ogun East Senato-
rial District led by Elias 
Folorunsho, Vice Chair-
man of APC and Gbolade 
Oshinowo, Chairman of 
Ijebu-Remo Governorship 
Agenda Forum.

The Chairman of the 

RAZAQ AYINLA
Forum, Gbolade Oshinowo 
later disclosed that Ashiru 
scored 89 points to defeat 
other aspirants in the exer-
cise which he described as 
being transparent, having 
seasoned administrators 
and incorruptible mem-
bers of panel.

Other aspirants were 
Olumuyiwa Oladipo Com-
missioner for Culture and 
Tourism; Abayomi Oguno-
wo;  T. Kazeem; Owodunni 
Opeyemi; and Jimi Lawal.

While Momora scored 
88.25 points, Kaka scored 
80.25 points, Oladipo 87.5, 
Adesegun 54 points, Ka-
zeem 58.5 points, Law-
al 77 points, Owodunni 
42 points and Ogunowo 
polled 82 points.

Osinowo explained that 
the exercise was done to 
avoid multiplicity of can-
didates which would likely 
scuttle chances of produc-
ing an Ijebuman as the 
next governor in 2019, and 
that “This is only the first 
step. There are still many 
steps to victory and we are 
going to take those steps. 
We will leave no stone un-
turned to ensure that this 
candidate wins the hearts 
and minds of everybody in 
Ogun State.

“After this, we are go-
ing to launch a massive 
campaign and go round 
the state to ensure our 
candidate carries the day 
for 2019. I have absolute 
confidence and trust in 
them (Panel members). If I 
didn’t have trust in them, if 
there was an iota of doubt 
in my mind, we would not 
have continued.

“We would not have 
accepted their report. For 
those four men, they are 
integrity personified; I 
have known them, they 
are people that have im-
portant positions. So they 
have seen it all. They are 
people that money cannot 
buy. They are absolutely 
incorruptible and we have 
confidence in them.”

Responding, Otunba 
Ashiru, a strong member 
of Governor Amosun’s 
cabinet and serving the 
governor for a second 
term, described his emer-
gence as “victory for all” 
and promised not to betray 
the confidence reposed 
in him when he eventu-
ally emerges as governor. 
He added that he would 
ensure continuation of 
the mission to rebuild the 
state, and “turn Ogun to 
Dubai of this World.”

Ashiru said “ I  fe el 
humbled, honoured and I 

believe this is a service to 
mankind. We will want to 
continue the mission to re-
build Ogun State. The need 
to continue the rebuild-
ing mission is very key 
and we need somebody 
who has passion, vision 
and the kind of zeal like 
that of His Excellency. He 
is somebody I have fine 
relationship with; he is 
my friend, my boss and 
mentor. And it is easy for 
me to combine all of these 
and work tirelessly and be 
able to support what he 
has done.”

Meanwhile, there was 
a little drama on Friday 
when Ashiru allegedly 
tendered his resignation 
letter, bowing out from 
Amosun’s cabinet after 
over six years of meritori-
ous service for his home 
state; prior to that he was 
at Stanbic IBTC Bank as 
Group Head, Public Sector 
in 2011.

His resignation prompt-
e d Amosun to call  an 
emergence State Executive 
Meeting to prevent ‘the 
goose that lays the golden 
eggs’ from exiting the cabi-
net, having understood 
that about three members 
of his cabinet though from 
other zone - Yewa-Awori 
zone - are also nursing am-
bitions to contest in 2019.

Brief profile of Ashiru
Bimbo Ashiru was born 

in Ijebu-Ode, Headquar-
ters of Ijebuland and has 
worked, all his life, as an 
investment banker. He 
became Commissioner for 
Commerce and Industry 
in 2011, having served as 
Group Head, Public Sector, 
Stanbic IBTC bank and was 
re-appointed in 2015 when 
Governor Amosun was 
re-elected.

Under his stewardship 
in Ogun State, the busi-
ness environment of the 
state developed beyond 
imagination with over 
1,279.84percent increase 
in internally generated 
revenue of the state. More 
than 120 companies es-
tablished their presence 
in Ogun state with a cu-
mulative investment pro-
file of about N691.77 bil-
lion in 2014 compared 
to N377 billion in 2013. 
This placed Ogun state in 
first position in Nigeria, 
according to Manufactur-
ers Association of Nigeria 
(MAN). During his time, 
approximately 75percent 
of Foreign Direct Invest-
ments into the country 
between 2011 and 2016 
came to Ogun state.

InsIde Aso Rock

WithTony Ailemen 

gives wide powers to the oc-
cupant of the seat. 

So, the absence of the oc-
cupant of that seat can and 
indeed do create confusion as 
was witnessed in the days of 
late President Yar’Adua and 
lately during the 100 days of 
President Buhari’s absence 
on medical grounds. 

The President has em-
barked on series of activities 
that shows that he is not only 
fully recovered, but ready 
to work. 

He has not only taken 
over fully, the political ma-
chinery of his party, the All 
Progressive Congress (APC), 
he has also restored sanity 
in governance by tackling 
the altercations that trailed 
government activities in his 
absence, which were seen 
as symptomatic of a system 
without control. 

He now meets more regu-
larly with the leadership of 
his party, strategizing the 
structures and reclaiming 
his coordinating role as head 
of the political apparatchik. 

The President also re-
cently, after due consulta-
tions with his party chief-
tains, promised to expand 
his cabinet to bring in more 
Ministers 

The move has helped 
to address grumblings and 
dissension within the party 
blamed, largely on absence 
of patronage and rewards for 
helping the party to win the 
2015 general election.

He was also able to settle 
the long standing rifts be-
tween some of the party 
chieftains, especially the one 
between the Chairman of 
the Party, Chief John Odigie-
Oyegun and Bola Tinubu. 

The masterly nature with 
which the President deliv-
ered the 2018 budget with 
candor and statesmanship 
before the National Assem-
bly has also drawn applause 
from well wishers and ob-
servers. 

For over one and half 
hours, the President stood 
before the over 450 member 
Legislature marshaling out 
his plans for 2018 to make 
a difference in the nation’s 
economy and set the path 
for growth and economic 
expansion. 

Until next week, we 
warm heartedly welcome 
Mr. President back to his 
office. 

requiring renovations. 
The President’s return 

to his main office was an-
nounced by the Personal 
Assistant to the President on 
New Media, Bashir Ahmad, 
who, in a tweet, said 

“Presided Muhammadu 
Buhari used the office to 
inaugurate the Armed Forces 
Council.”

“Today, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari presided 
over the Armed Forces Coun-
cil Meeting in his office at the 
Presidential Villa, Abuja” he 
tweeted 

 “And, President @MBu-
hari is currently presiding 
over an Armed Forces Coun-
cil Meeting in this particular 
office you’re talking about”

In the wake of the contro-
versy that trailed the Presi-
dent’s absence from office, it 
was our dear Distinguished 
Senator Shehu Sani who 
drew Nigerian’s attention to 
the activities of “Powerful 
“ pretenders to the throne 
that tried by all means to take 
advantage of the absence of 
the “Lion King” to entrench 
themselves in power to the 
detriment of “ the weaker 
animals” 

Sani had taken to his face 
book account to lament the 
ugly trend during the Presi-
dent’s absence thus: “Until 
he’s back, then they will fall 
over each other to be on the 
front row of the palace tem-
ple. Now the hyenas and the 
jackals are scheming and talk-
ing to each other in whispers; 
still doubting whether the 
Lion King will be back or not.”

“Now the Lion king is 
asleep and no other dare to 
confirm if he will wake up 
or not. It’s the wish of the 
Hyenas that the Lion King 
never wakes or come back 
so that they can be kings. It’s 
the Prayers of the weaker 
animals that the Lion King 
comes back to save the King-
dom from the Hyenas, the 
wolves and other predators.” 

He also went further to 
posit that even “the croco-
diles want fishes to quit the 
rivers; the pythons want to 
monopolise the forest. The 
leopards, Cheetahs, Pumas, 
Jaguars and the Cougars 
want the Kingdom rear-
ranged.”

The Distinguished Sena-
tor did not leave us without 
a hope as he assured that 
“When the Lion is back the 
Kingdom will be back to 
order.”

He applauded the courage 
of the Tiger and the Lioness 
who resilience ensured that 
the kingdom was held to-
gether in the absence of the 
Lion King

Nigeria’s President is obvi-
ously one of the most power-
ful in the world, anchored 
on Presidential system that 

Mr. President, welcome 
back to your office

A
re you one of those 
who still nurse 
any doubt over 
the health status 

of our dear President, Mu-
hammadu Buhari? You need 
not worry anymore. The 
President is now “as fit as a 
fiddle”.  Before you get me 
wrong, let me quickly add 
that this verdict did not come 
out of sentiment, neither 
have l been hired to do any 
hatchet job. 

Rather, as one who has 
spent close to ten solid years 
at the Presidential Villa and 
who has observed closely 
and reported the activities 
of Nigerian Presidents, from 
Umaru Musa Yar,Adua, 
Goodluck Jonathan and 
now Muhammadu Buhari, 
l can boldly say that one 
possesses a fair idea of how 
Presidents who are fit and 
healthy operate. 

Happily, the  President 
last  week, “returned” to his 
main office at the Presiden-
tial Villa, which was “aban-
doned” to some rampaging 
and “Power” hungry rodents.

It is a thing of joy to see 
the President back to his 
office, while the Baboons, 
the Hyenas, the Jackals and 
even the rodents who tried 
to take advantage of the 
President’s ill health to seize 
power through the back 
door, fizzle into “tin air”

Nigerians were amazed 
to hear that “rodents” had 
also joined to “chase” our 
President out of office. 

The action of the rats 
therefore needed some “spiri-
tual” intervention, rather 
than the use of fumigations 
to chase them out. 

Before the President’s 
final return to his main of-
fice after over 81 days of his 
media trip, he had worked 
from his makeshift office in 
his official residence at the 
Presidential Villa.

The President was said 
to have hosted members of 
the Armed Forces Council 
which he inaugurated, that 
Thursday, according to twits 
by one of his Aides, Bashir 
Ahmad, Personal Assistant to 
the President on New Media. 

The President had aban-
doned the office since May 
7th, 2017, when he left for 
London on medical treat-
ments. 

But on his return, on 
August 19th, arrangements 
were made for him to work 
from his official residence, 
within the Presidential Villa, 
in a move that was blamed 
on rodents. 

But in his effort to pro-
vide explanation for the ar-
rangement, Senior Special 
Assistant to the President, 
Garba Shehu, stated that the 
rodents “destroyed furni-
ture” in the President’s office 
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I
t is a known fact that Captains 
of Industry and other business 
owners including contractors 
are looking forward to an-

other fiscal year, especially those 
involved in public sector transac-
tions knowing full well that the 
N8.60 trillion budget estimate has 
been laid before the Senate and 
the House of Representatives for 
further consideration and pas-
sage into law. Likewise, the fate 
of over 37 million Nigerians in-
volved in Micro, Small, Medium 
Enterprises (MSMEs) and over 
100 million households whose 
source of livelihood are depen-
dent on government spendings 
for the incoming business year. 
Expectations are also high from 
various geopolitical zones of the 
country who have been clamour-
ing for government’s presence 
especially in the Southern region 
of the country. In considering 
the budget estimates, I strongly 
hope that the National Assem-
bly will put into consideration 
all these factors and ensure that 
critical sectors including health, 
power, roads, education, security 
and infrastructural projects get 
required attention. I’m aware 
that the legislators are currently 
agitating for the release of the 
N100 billion zonal intervention 
funds for the nominated proj-
ects in their constituencies and 
Senatorial Districts. I and indeed 
all Nigerians outside there have 
no issues with all of these, as far 
as the projects are implemented 
and we have a better lease of life 
wherever you reside or work 

across the 36 states and Federal 
Capital Territory as well as the 
774 Local Government Areas 
(LGAs). As usual, the fear of most 
Nigerians remain the faithful-
ness of those saddled with the 
responsibility of enactment and 
implementation of the projects! 
Even if we can’t get all the pro-
jected revenues as envisaged in 
the budget estimates, we ought 
to get value for every kobo 
released. I will not fail to re-
emphasis the role of Legislature 
in this regard. The constitutional 
powers conferred on the ‘Fore or 
First’ of the three arms of Gov-
ernment, as guaranteed in the 
Constitution must be activated 
to ensure good governance and 
attract dividends of democracy 
to the people.

Looking through my legisla-
tive archive, I was expecting the 
House and indeed the National 
Assembly to have concluded 
all issues relating to the Fourth 
alteration of the 1999 Consti-
tution which began over two 
years ago: inception of the 8th 
session of the National Assem-
bly. Unfortunately, the reverse 
is the case, knowing fully well 
that the election year is here! 
Every lawmaker is getting set 
to ensure his/her return either 
to the House or higher political 
office comes 2018/2019 as the 
case may be.

Meanwhile, for the just ended 
legislative week, the House 
through its Committee on Indus-
try engaged several stakeholders 
on the alleged irregularities in 

the utilization of funds allocated 
to the Students Industrial Work 
Experience Scheme (SIWES) un-
der the Industrial Training Fund 
(ITF) between 2010 and 2017.

According to the accounting 
officer of the Fund, the level 
of students’ enrolment of 784 
which commenced in 1974 with 
11 higher institutions of learning 
across the country, increased 
to 3.5 million students drawn 
from 311 higher institutions of 
learning in 2017. That shows 
the importance of the required 
investment in the Nigeria’s edu-
cational sector.

One major investigate hear-
ing was conducted by Nnanna 
Igbokwe, who presided over in-
vestigation into the pump price 
of petroleum products, where 
concerns were raised over the 
revenues accrued into govern-
ment coffers from crude oil lifting 
between 2014 to date.

At the end of the engage-
ment with relevant regulatory 
agencies in the all-important 
petroleum sector, the Committee 
also resolved to invite Auditor 
General of the Federation (AGF) 
on Thursday, 23rd November, 
2017 by 10am to shed light on all 
the transactions and revenues ac-
crued from the crude oil produc-
tion. The lawmakers specifically 
insisted in getting to ascertain 
the actual accruals from the 
445,000 barrels per day allocated 
to Federal Government through 
Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC) as well as 
the allocation allocated to other 

equity partners under the Direct 
Sales Direct Purchase (DSDP) ar-
rangement which commenced 
in 2016. According to them, there 
were conflicting figures from 
available records tendered by 
various operators and the regula-
tory agencies, hence the need for 
the intervention of the oAuGF in 
the next sitting.

Also, the Ad-hoc Committee 
set up by the House of Represen-
tatives continues its investigation 
into unremitted revenues from 
various public institutions. At the 
last hearing held on Wednesday, 
which I attended from the begin-
ning to the end, the Committee 
unveiled that over $401 million 
revenues are yet to go into the 
Treasury Single Account (TSA). 
Breakdown of the trapped funds 
show that the banks are yet to 
pay $101.3 million offshore reve-
nue accrued to Nigerian National 
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) 
dated back to 2005 and 2008 as 
well as interests accrued to the 
principal capital of $123,988.54 
and $1.9 million.

The other component of the 
unpaid revenue was revenue 
collected by Intels on behalf of 
Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) 
worth $300 million since Novem-
ber 2016 as well as additional €6 
million seized by Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) since 2015.

Going by the presentation of 
the Budget Office of the Federa-
tion during the consideration of 
the $5.5 billion external borrow-
ing plan, which was handled 

by the House Committee on 
Aids, Loans and Debt Manage-
ment, chaired by Adeyinka 
Ajayi (APC-Osun), these public 
institutions worth N40 trillion 
have remained unfaithful to 
the required remittances to its 
owner: Federal Government. 
According to Ben Akabueze, 
Director General of Budget Of-
fice of the Federation, they have 
become deviant to remit paltry 
two percent of their value. This 
is indeed worrisome. But I can 
confirm categorically that some 
bills have being pushed in the 
Lower Chamber to halt the trend, 
by ensuring that all incoming 
revenues go directly into govern-
ment’s coffer, thereby blocking 
leakages and reducing the high 
dreaded corruption in the public 
sector.

Salivation over 2018 Budget and other matters

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber
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T
he decision of the 
Senate Ad-hoc Com-
mittee set up to in-
vestigate the con-
troversial reinstate-

ment of the former Chairman, 
Presidential Task Team on Pen-
sion Reforms, Abdulrasheed 
Maina into the federal civil 
service, to conduct its probe 
behind closed doors is a clear 
indication that the panel has 
something to hide.

Conducting such a sensitive 
national assignment behind 
closed doors shows that many 
things will be swept under the 
carpet.

Last week, the Emmanuel 
Paulker-led committee not 
only drilled the Attorney Gen-
eral of the Federation (AGF) 

and Minister of Justice, Abuba-
kar Malami, for the second 
time behind closed doors but 
this was conducted at a bizarre 
place: the office of the commit-
tee chairman.

The defence by Paulker that 
the panel chose to conduct 
the drills in camera devoid 
of ‘media interference’ is an 
afterthought. This is because 
the committee formally in-
vited members of the Senate 
Press Corps to the investigative 
hearing through a letter from 
the Clerk, Edith Ajah, dated 
November 8, 2017. So, at what 
point did the panel discover 
that the media would ‘colour’ 
the probe?

The s e cret investigative 
hearing is like stripping some-
one naked publicly and cloth-
ing him in camera. The Chair-
man Senate Committe e on 
Navy, Isah Hamma Misau had 
moved a motion in plenary, 
on the need for the Senate to 
urgently investigate the matter. 
Other lawmakers in their con-
tributions, openly vilified the 
Attorney General of the Fed-
eration for allegedly ordering 
Maina’s reinstatement. Why 
condemn him publicly and try 
him secretly?

Except the upper legislative 
chamber is using this investi-

gation to play to the gallery, it 
makes no sense to openly indict 
someone and ask him to defend 
himself in camera.

Prior to his app earanc e, 
Malami was quoted to have 
kicked against secret trial by 
the committee. He was quoted 
by a national newspaper as say-
ing: “I want to address Nigeri-
ans directly on the Maina issue 
when I appear before the Sen-
ate. But I understand the com-
mittee to probe the allegations 
against me and the Minister of 
Interior wants to do so in cam-
era. Trying me in secret after I 
have been vilified openly by 
the people is not good enough. 
I will certainly appear before 
the committee…to speak on the 
matter but if they bring up the 
issue of trying me in camera, I 
would rescue myself from the 
matter and seek alternative 
way to explain my position 
publicly to Nigerians”.

Will it be right to infer that 
the AGF reneged on his prom-
ise after he was given ‘soft-
landing’ by the panel? It is, 
however, cheering that the 
House of Representatives will 
formally conduct its own probe 
this week on live telecast.

Meanwhile, the return of 
the imme diate past Senate 
Majority Leader, Ali Ndume, 

to plenary last week, after 
serving out 90 legislative days 
of his suspension did not come 
without a mild drama.

The ranking senator arrived 
the Red Chamber to resume his 
constitutional duties after serv-
ing his mandatory suspension 
which a Federal High Court 
in Abuja had said was illegally 
imposed on him, thus making 
the suspension null and void.

Although Senate President 
Bukola Saraki failed to for-
mally announce his resump-
tion, the former Senate Leader 
announced his return through 
a Point of Order when he re-
called the demise of Isiaka 
Adeleke (APC, Osun State), 
whom he said sat behind him 
in the hallowed chamber and 
passed on during his suspen-
sion.

The lawmaker who told 
his colleagues that he used to 
call Adeleke his “landlord” in 
the chamber, begged the Red 
Chamber to observe a minute 
silence in honour of the late 
parliamentarian.

The Borno-b orn s enator 
further recalled the role he 
played in the recently signed 
North East Development Com-
mission Act.

The bill that led to the act, 
he said, was spearheaded by 

him and Kabiru Gaya (APC, 
Kano State) to address the hu-
manitarian crisis created by 
the activities of Boko Haram 
in the North East geopolitical 
zone. He hailed his colleagues 
for ensuring speedy passage of 
the bill and President Muham-
madu Buhari for appreciating 
the necessity to sign the bill 
into law in record time.

While  Ndume was  st i l l 
speaking, his ‘tormentor-in-
chief’, Dino Melaye (APC, Kogi 
State), interrupted him at the 
background and tried to raise 
another Point of Order.

Although the Senate Presi-
dent did not allow Melaye to 
move his Point of Order, his 
countenance indicated that he 
still had an axe to grind with 
Ndume for daring to sue the 
Senate to court. The Number 
Three citizen simply ‘Noted’ the 
Point of Order moved by the 
lawmaker, ignored his plea for 
one minute silence for Adeleke 
and quickly moved on to other 
legislative matters listed for 
the day’s legislative business. 
Shockingly, the mild drama was 
not reflected in the Votes and 
Proceedings, even as Ndume 
immediately walked out of the 
chamber, addressed journalists 
and proceeded to Saudi Arabia 
for lesser hajj.

Maina’s secret trial; Ndume’s dramatic return



T
wo key intervention 
projects by the Niger 
D elta D evelopment 
Commission (NDDC) 
seem to have lifted the 

face and economic agility of Rivers 
State in particular and the Niger 
Delta in general. One is the 522-
bed students’ hostel in the Rivers 
State University and the rescue 
of the East West Road on Onne 
and Mbiama axes, in Rivers and 
Bayelsa states. 

A towering edifice
A towering edifice containing 

522-bed spaces is a new landmark 
in the Rivers State University of 
Science and Technology (RSUST), 
now renamed Rivers State Univer-
sity (RSU). It is built and donated to 
the premier science and Technol-
ogy University by the Niger Delta 
Development Commission (NDDC) 
and was unveiled in December, 
2015. Today, the edifice is in effec-
tive use by over 600 students that 
would otherwise be squatting or 
living in dingy rooms off-campus.

The hostel has three floors 
with 174 rooms, and can be found 
in 18 universities in the oil region, 
though at different levels of com-
pletion. The one in the University 
of Port Harcourt (UNIPORT) is not 
so lucky; it is yet to be completed.

Beyond the official 522-bed 
spaces, the complex has ancillary 
facilities such as a 20,000-gal-
lon water tank linked to a water 
treatment plant. This is said to 
provide steady water supply to the 
hostel complex. There are slots for 
super-markets and shops; students 
lounge; administrative offices; 
cybercafé; games rooms, and spe-
cially-fitted rooms for physically 
challenged students. The hostel 
is said to be fully furnished with 
installed new electricity generating 
set to specifically serve the hostel.

This comes from a special in-
tervention scheme by the NDDC 
years back to some 18 universities 
in nine Niger Delta states, with Imo 
University as one of the early com-
pleted ones. Universities yearn for 
completion of theirs because the 
students yearn for the spaces much. 

Why NDDC intervened
Director, Corporate Affairs of 

the NDDC, Ibitoye Abosede said 
that apart from the RUST hostel, 
six other prototype hostels had 
been commissioned out of the 18 
being constructed by the NDDC in 
nine states of the region. He listed 
the hostels as those in Imo State 
University; Federal University 
of Science and Technology, Ow-
erri; University of Benin; the Delta 
State University, Abraka;  Michael 
Okpara University of Agriculture, 
Umudike and the University of Uyo 

Two key NDDC intervention projects 
that redefine Rivers, Niger Delta

Education), added thus: “I have 
stayed in the NDDC hostel for three 
semesters now, and I can say that 
the environment is good. It is sup-
posed to be for four students per 
room according to the authorities, 
but those who got the allocations 
allow others to join them to reduce 
the fees. So, squatting has been 
introduced.”

She went on: “The price differ-
ence is just N20,000 but the prob-
lem of insecurity at the back gate is 
an issue. Students at the back gate 
are robbed frequently. Now, more 
than 600 students have been taken 
off the township rooms. That has 
prompted the students to beg the 
vice chancellor to duplicate this 
hostel in the Rivers State Univer-
sity (RSU).

This hostel has helped me and 
a lot of other students. There is 
no steady power supply in ac-
commodation outside the campus 
but because we are on campus, 
we enjoy regular power supply 
to study more consistently. This 
facility is responsible for drop in 
house rent outside the university 
for off-campus students.”

Other sources put the number 
occupying the hostel to about 1000, 
just to enjoy what they term world 
class facilities. Those who have 
visited the facility describe it as 
nothing but a turn-around scheme. 

Evelyn Jumbo, a mass communica-
tion student, said the NDDC has 
given them a beautiful edifice that 
stands out as a landmark. She has 
joined in giving kudos to the NDDC.

Michael Amadi, also a 300-level 
student (Law), said the new hostel 
was the best thing that had hap-
pened to RUST in recent years. Ac-
cording to him, students go through 
a lot of indignities and risks while 
living in off-campus hostels. He said 
it was due to inadequate accommo-
dation that forces many students 
to live off-campus and sometimes 
fall prey to the menace of cultism.

It is believed that some land-
lords take advantage of the situ-
ation to provide sub-standard 
accommodation at cut-throat rates. 
In many cases, such accommoda-
tions lack the required atmosphere 
for learning as they are usually 
in high density areas of the town 
where noise pollution is said to be 
a constant factor, he stated, as he 
said such facilities hardly provided 
basic amenities such as water and 
electricity.

The law student advised uni-
versity authorities to discourage 
off-campus accommodation, as it 
was usually accompanied with 
many negative consequences.  

The Dean of Student Affairs, 
Isaac Zeb-Obipi, agreed with the 
students, saying the hostel had 
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522-bed hostel, East West Road:

Teaching Hospital.
The Vice Chancellor of the 

RSU, Professor, Blessing Didia, 
has always spoken glowingly 
about the new edifice built by the 
NDDC in that university. The VC 
is not alone. Wanbo Ata Awajior, 
300-level student (Accounting, 
Faculty of Management Sciences), 
told BDSUNDAY in an exclusive in-
terview that the NDDC hostel has 
been very helpful and supportive 
for her and for other students on 
campus.

“It gives us the opportunity to 
read at convenience. Though the 
hostel is expensive, we value it. 
We pay N40,000 per session (one 
academic year). The security the 
hostel provides is good. Since I 
started staying in it last year (2016), 
I have not experienced any robbery 
incident like in other hostels. Be-
sides, we live here like members of 
one community. Apart from going 
for lectures, you can remain inside 
the NDDC hostel and nobody will 
notice you were in school. The food 
in the hostel canteen is expensive 
so one has to go and buy food out-
side. In all, I would say the NDDC 
hostel is good and in fact very con-
ducive for students who can afford 
a space,” Awajior said.

Officials of the NDDC have 
always explained the rationale be-
hind the 18 hostel projects and the 

one at the RSU in particular. In line 
with this, Abosede recently told 
leaders of the National Association 
of Niger Delta Students (NANDS) 
that the Commission would con-
tinue to assist the educational in-
stitutions in the Niger Delta region. 
He harped on NDDC’s assistance 
to universities in the region in the 
area of accommodation and other 
infrastructure.

The present chairman of the 
NDDC board, a senior advocate of 
Nigeria (SAN) and senator, Victor 
Ndoma-Egba, stated thus: “If you 
want to invest in a nation, educa-
tion of the youths is the best option. 
However, for the human beings to 
be a resource and not a curse, they 
must be healthy, educated and 
motivated.”

Excited students say it all:
 Most students interviewed 

point to several advantages en-
joyed in the NDDC facility in the 
RSU. They point to absence of rob-
beries unlike in other hostels with-
in the same university, reading in 
very convenient way, reduction of 
rent rates outside the campus due 
to many students getting into the 
campus, helping students to read 
more due to convenience, power 
supply availability on campus, etc. 

Another 300-level student, 
Barinaanu Nleela, (Business Edu-
cation, Faculty of Science & Tech 

IGNATIUS CHUKWU

NDDC project
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gone a long way to easing the over-
crowding of existing hostels in the 
university, while increasing the 
students’ access to decent housing. 
He remarked: “It has reduced the 
pressure we are having in the area 
of providing accommodation for 
our students. I commend the NDDC 
for coming to the aid of the univer-
sity by building and furnishing the 
hall of residence.”

Hostel saves N500m in UST
BDSUNDAY investigations re-

veal that most landlords charge as 
high as N100,000 per apartment 
around the areas where the RSU 
is situated: Diobu, Mile 3, Oro-
worokwo, Mile 4, Iloabuchi, etc. 
For 1000 students to have escaped 
into the NDDC hostel, they would 
have saved at least N500m in five 
years that they would have handed 
over to landlords. Going by the 
official capacity of 522, this would 
have saved at least N250m within 
same period.

Many students said the pres-
ence of the NDDC facility has saved 
them from squeezing in air-tight 
rooms, exposure to cultism, pros-
titution, crime, drugs, and general 
distractions that made students to 
crash out when it was regarded as 
the University of Stress and Ten-
sion. According to NANS, some 
of the incidents that consume the 
lives of students could have been 
prevented with the provision of 
sufficient bed spaces in public in-
stitutions of higher learning.

The origin of the hostel inter-
vention scheme was necessitated 
by the Needs Assessment launched 
by the National Universities Com-
mission (NUC) years ago, which 
urged universities to urgently 
address the problem of students’ 
accommodation. The committee 
toured 61 of the then 74 federal 
and state-owned universities and 
released its report in June 2012, 
stating that only 8.9 percent of the 
total student population of 1.2 mil-
lion students across the 61 public 
universities was accommodated 
on campus.

From bad to good
According to reports, the find-

ings showed that despite the up-
surge of the student population 
in the last decade, there was no 
corresponding improvement of ac-
commodation and other students’ 
services. The obvious result was 
acute shortage of accommodation 
and overcrowding of the few exist-
ing ones, thus upsurge in immoral-
ity and crime in campus.

Figures released by the Joint 
Admissions and Matriculation 
Board (JAMB) showed that the 
situation in the RSUST or RSU was 
worse. In the year 2012, some 9,808 
candidates applied for admission 
into RSUST as their first choice 
institution. This was a time when 
most students wanted to school 
there because of the BB Fakae ef-
fect. Of these, the university was 
only able to admit about 10 per 
cent. But even at this, the carrying 
capacity – student/staff ratio was 
exceeded in a number of academic 
programmes, and infrastructure 
like classrooms, water supply, pow-
er, accommodation, were therefore 
grossly inadequate.  

Now, the authorities of the 
RSU seem very grateful. The VC, 
Didia, noted: “The University has 
a student population of about 
20,000 and only about two thou-
sand students are accommodated 

our attitude to work,” he reportedly 
declared. 

Briefing the NDDC boss on the 
emergency repairs, the Project Man-
ager, a tested engineer, Efe Eloho, said 
that they faced a challenge with the 
soil texture, but promised that the 
repairs would stand the test of time. 
He noted: “We excavate as much as 
2.5 metres in some areas to remove 
unsuitable materials before filling 
with sharp sand and hard core.”

At a point in the intervention 
work, however, many wondered if 
the motorists had rejoiced too early 
as their joy seemed to turn to tears 
as near-total traffic jam kept travel-
lers there for days. Companies on 
the route called media houses to say 
their workers could hardly show 
up at work anymore. They cried out 
against threat of shut-down due to 
scanty number of workers available.  
The companies wondered why the 
job could not be done one lane before 
the other.  

NDDC spokesmen say then that 
the hope of a better road should 
becloud temporary hardships which 
were normal in such interventions. 
BDSUNDAY then found that the 
intervention work was progressing 
steadily and hopes were high for ur-
gent relief which soon came follow-
ing the NDDC CEO’s reaffirmation of 
the 30 days ultimatum.

Has NDDC done enough?
The NDDC began in the year 

2000 as the revered ‘Apple’ in Rivers 
State at a time many other oil produc-
ing states fought for the sitting of its 
headquarters in their various state 
capitals. Each state presented incen-
tives to attract the Commission, but 
Port Harcourt (Rivers) won. In the 
past couple of years, however, some 
critics from the host state have ac-
cused the NDDC of doing nothing 
in the state. The Commission has 
always tried to debunk this claim, 
pointing to a myriad of projects and 
programmes scattered around Riv-
ers State.

Besides, the officials argue, proj-
ects are allocated to states on basis 
of their oil production quota to the 
national treasury. This, they say, is 
because the funds with which the 
Commission executes projects are 
contributed up from oil/gas revenue 
realised from different oil facilities in 
various communities.

Observers say most state chief 
executives would want to control 
the contract award processes at the 
NDDC or the projects coming to 
their states. When this fails to hap-
pen, they say, it generates bad blood 
and their followers could begin to 
condemn the entire work done by 
the Commission.

A source in the Commission 
said: “We cannot say there is no 
room for improvement in the 
work we do here in NDDC but 
to write off the entire effort of 
the Commission and say we have 
done nothing in any of our states 
especially Rivers State cannot be 
near the truth. Our stakeholders 
can help us by pointing out errors. 
That is the way to improve. Out-
right condemnation of the work 
we do especially the painstaking 
efforts of the present Board and 
Management led by seasoned and 
well-meaning administrators and 
technocrats is unfair. Evidence of 
our work is everywhere and the 
excitement and prayers of many 
community people and motorists 
where we intervene abound. This 
keeps us going”.

this day. Accounts of the inter-
vention steps by the NDDC were 
everywhere in the press due to the 
sensitive nature of the EWR.

The executive director had said 
that the emergency repair was the 
only remedy to what he described 
as a critical situation, adding that 
the intervention was necessary to 
save the very busy and important 
road artery to Akwa Ibom and Cross 
River States. He said he was hopeful 
that the emergency repairs would be 
completed within 30 days.

According to the reports, motor-
ists started counting their fingers 
from that day. Christopher Godwin 
stated thus; “Drivers that dared to 
use the road before now ended up in 
mechanic workshops. We are very 
happy with NDDC for what they 
have done in the last few days,” he 
said. Ogbonna Chukwudi, a welder, 
was full of praises for the NDDC for 
coming to the rescue of road users. 
According to him, a few weeks 
before, the road between Eleme 
Junction and Refinery Junction was 
virtually impassable.

The next three days, the CEO of 
the NDDC himself put on fatigue 
shoes and went inspecting the road, 
a sign that it was now a top prior-
ity project, according to reports. He 
confirmed the 30 days target for 
rescuing the all-important road and 
this rang out with happiness and 
commendations around the country, 
up to the National Assembly. 

Ekere stressed the importance of 
the road, describing it as the gateway 
to economic activities in the Niger 
Delta region. He declared: “This road 
means a whole lot to the people of the 
Niger Delta.”

He commended the contractor 
for mobilising to the site promptly. 
“It is not as if the type of engineering 
we study in Nigeria is different from 
what is obtainable in any other parts 
of the world. It is just a question of 

on campus. You can, therefore, 
understand the joy of the univer-
sity community for the great relief 
which the NDDC brought to us.

“Apart from providing the stu-
dents with another home away 
from their homes, campus hostel 
accommodation guarantees a 
sense of security for the students. 
It also enhances healthy students’ 
relationship and encourages com-
mitment and academic excellence.”

NDDC and East West Road 
intervention:

The East West Road (EWR) is 

sels going and coming, put at over 
66 per cent of Africa’s maritime 
share. These two ports however 
have two ugly features in common: 
collapsed road access.

Observers say Apapa has been 
so notorious over the years, while 
others say Onne Road has joined in 
the notoriety ranks. Recently, two 
private sector kingpins took the 
bull by the horn and set up billions 
of naira to begin rescue efforts. 
Now, few weeks ago, the NDDC did 
same on the Onne stretch from the 
Eleme Roundabout.   

NDDC project

regarded as the most sensitive eco-
nomic route linking the entire oil 
region across six states from Cross 
River (Oron/Calabar) to Nigeria’s 
economic capital, Lagos. Such is 
the critical importance of the EWR 
that whenever it breaks down, it 
almost causes national emergency 
in terms of disruption of economic 
flow and agitations from youths 
and communities along the route.

The critical dual carriage road 
measures 338k for one single lane 
and 676km for both carriages 
running from Oron/Calabar in 
Cross River State through Akwa 
Ibom, Rivers, Bayelsa, Delta and 
Edo states. This road would have 
collapsed again if not for the inter-
vention of the NDDC. The project, 
though, belongs to the Ministry 
of Niger Delta, which now holds 
oversight responsibility over the 
NDDC, the Commission has re-
ceived mandate to intervene and 
rescue the all-important road.

In recent months, the EWR col-
lapsed in some sensitive sections 
especially at Onne (near Port Har-
court, Rivers State) and at Mbiama, 
near Yenegoa, though still in Rivers 
State. By this, Rivers State and its 
economy were being cut off from 
two critical ends, West and East. 
The collapse was so scandalous 
that Rivers State became a no-go 
state, all worsened by the fate of the 
Port Harcourt-Enugu Expressway 
as well as the abduction threats 
on the Port Harcourt-Owerri dual 
carriageway.

Onne hosts the world’s fast-
est growing oil and gas free trade 
zone with over 200 companies and 
investments worth over $50Bn. 
Also, two of Nigeria’s seaports, 
Apapa and Onne, have helped the 
country to occupy the position of 
highest maritime power in Africa, 
far above South Africa and Egypt in 
terms of volume of trade and ves-

Financial history of the East 
West Road:

* N211Bn by Obasanjo in 2006 
* N725.77Bn revised by Jonathan 
from 2011 – 2014

* N245.9Bn for Sections 1 & 2 on 
Aug 18, 2011 to Setraco * N112.16Bn 
from N64.1Bn  for Warri – Kaiama * 
Revised to N48.9Bn from N29.9Bn 
for PH – Kaiama * N84.75Bn from 
N44.8Bn for Ahoada – PH * N671m 
in October 2012 for consultancy 
to Suraj Nig Ltd for Oron sec-
tion N479.2Bn approvals in 2014 
; N165.25Bn in October 2012 for 
phase 1 (v) to CCECC N269.38Bn 
revised cost for Warri – Kaiama 
– Ahoada to Setraco;   N43.9Bn 
upgrade of 15km PH-Onne in 
Nov 2014; N661.33m engineering 
supervision job on Oron – Calabar 
Dec 3, 2014;  N3Bn proposed con-
tributions by companies to support 
Wike admin in 2015; details not 
available;   Now, NDDC intervenes.

Targets: Dec 2013; shifted to 
April 2015; Minister of Niger Delta 
says its 90percent; others say its 
70percent only; Motorists say it has 
been abandoned; Now, the 2018 
federal budget targets 2018/19 as 
new completion period.

 NDDC comes to the rescue:
The NDDC started emergency 

repairs on some of the failed portions 
of the East West Road, especially the 
dilapidated sections between Eleme 
Junction and the Onne near Port 
Harcourt. Onne area with its over 
200 companies has over 200,000 
workers and suppliers. Thus, when 
the critical road collapsed, it became 
so difficult that motorists and work-
ers were sleeping on that section 
overnight. This attracted outcry, 
protests, threats of court cases and 
general threat to law and order. 

The NDDC’s intervention began 
in the last days of June 2017, after 
the visit of the boss of the supervi-
sory ministry, the Niger Delta Affairs 

Ministry, Usani Uguru Usani. It was 
at that point that the CEO of the 
NDDC, Ekere, disclosed that N70Bn 
would be needed to complete the 
sensitive East West Road including 
the 15km PH-Onne stretch.

On June 30, 2017, the executive 
director (projects) of NDDC, Samuel 
Adjogbe, inspected the on-going 
repairs on the road and saw the ex-
citement of motorists. This seemed 
to bring back the memories of the 
same kind of intervention on the Itu-
Calabar Road in 2016 that reopened 
the Cross River State economy to 
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ingdoms rise and wane” 
i s  a n  e x p re s s i o n  t h at 
h a s  s t o o d  t h e  t e s t  o f 
t ime.  All  through the 
a g e s ,  m a n y  s o - c a l l e d 

powerful leaders, who ruled their 

I
n 2013 when our head office was relo-
cated to the Apapa area of Lagos State, 
we celebrated. The celebration was 
because, unlike the accommodation 

we left in Amuwo Odofin area, the Apapa 
office is a complete world-class edifice 
that elevated our business. Although, 
there were signs of traffic snarl on the 
road leading to Apapa at that time, none 
of us imagined that the city would get to 
the sorry state it is currently.

At that time, for some of us who live 
in Surulere, it was a matter of 10 to 15 
minutes drive, we were in the office.

But gradually, Apapa lost its innocence 
and became a hell of a place. For some of 
us, it is no longer a matter of working in 
a conducive office, but the thought of get-
ting to the office is a constant nightmare.  
A movement from Surulere to Apapa 
that used to last a matter of 15 minutes 
maximum is now taking two hours or 
more. Today, driving to the office in 
Apapa is like going to the purgatory. The 
commercial bus drivers are not finding it 
easy either. Now, we only access Apapa 
easily on commercial motorcyclists at a 
huge cost and risk. You know why? From 
Ojuelegba, where Governor Akinwunmi 
Ambode has chased away bus drivers to 
plant flowers under the bridge, a cyclist 
charges between N500 to N700 to ferry 
you to Apapa.

These cyclists move on the opposite 
side of the road, facing upcoming heavy 
duty vehicles- tankers, trailers, and all 
manner of rickety automobiles that still 
ply the roads. Although the ride is usually 
fraught with huge risk, people whose 
means of livelihood are still located there 

Like play, like play, President Muham-
madu Buhari touched the soil of South-
East geo-political zone two years and ten 

months after he took the oath of office. Before 
now, the President had been branded a hater 
of the Igbo through his utterances and body 
language, his actions and inactions also.

Shortly after he was elected into office, 
he was quoted as saying that he would not 
treat all the sections of the country equally, 
specifically referring to the South-East where 
he claimed he received only 5 percent votes.

He began to put his threat into action by 
sideling the zone in important appointments. 
This obvious moral equivalence of war, cast 
him in the mould of number one enemy of 
the people. For this reason, the leadership of 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo cried foul; members if the 
Indigenous People of Biafra (IPOB) became 
more vehement in its agitation for secession, 
arguing that the South East had no reason 
remaining in a country where they were 
hated with passion. For the obvious neglect 
of the S/East, Olisa Agbakoba had, on two 
occasions, dragged the Federal Government 
to court over the infrastructure deficit in the 
zone, particularly the dilapidated state of the 
Niger Bridge that provides a link between 
South East and South-South.

The senior advocate of Nigeria (SAN) also 
dragged the Buhari administration to court 
over its refusal to appoint someone from the 
South East into the NNPC Board. Agbakoba 
viewed  these calculated neglect as clear evi-
dence that there must be a deliberate policy 
to keep the Igbo of the South East perpetually 
down in political considerations.

The Operation Python Dance (Egwu Eke), 
which the military, at the instance of the 
President declared in Abia State a few months 
ago that claimed lives of many youths of the 

Shameful exit of a despot

Oh Apapa, Apapa! Finally, Buhari visits the neglected zone

Not yet uhuru for PDP

have no option than to find any means to 
get there.

Originally, Apapa was a well-planned 
city and was meant for Nigerian, Indian 
Lebanese and British settlers. Apapa has 
banks and other financial institutions in 
abundance, there are huge manufactur-
ing firms, assembly plants and hordes of 
import-export logistics companies clear-
ing and forwarding agents. It also boasts 
of a number hotels and hospitability fa-
cilitates. All these have been imperiled by 
the traffic snarl occasioned by increasing 
number of heavy duty vehicles moving in 
and out to lift imported goods from the 
ports or the tankers going in and out to lift 
refined petrol from the ubiquitous tank 
farms that have taken over Apapa. The 
saddest thing of all is that government 
appears helpless as various meetings and 
consultations by all layers of government 
to find a lasting solution appear to have 
yielded no fruit and hope for a respite is 
not even in sight.

South East extraction, also raised the bar of 
resentment for Abuja.

Last Tuesday, Buhari braced it and visited 
Ebonyi State through Enugu State. There he 
was given all manner of names and other 
recognitions. The five governors of the zone 
rallied the traditional, religious institutions 
and others to give the President a rousing 
welcome.

Before the visit, some people were of the 
opinion that Buhari should not be allowed to 
step his foot into the zone on account of the 
perceived hatred for the South-East. But what 
the Igbo political, traditional and religious 
leaderships have done by welcoming and 
accepting him was just a message in love. 
It would be unthinkable if the South East 
rejected the president. What they simply 
did was a case of “Ana achu aja, ikpa anama 
ndi nmuo.” They have pushed the ball to him. 
They want the President to use his tongue 
and count his teeth.

Thank goodness, he promised a ‘bet-
ter deal” for S/East. Now that he has been 
branded the “Enyioma I” of Ebonyi; only time 
will tell if he will really prove himself a good 
friend, not just of Ebonyi, but of the entire 
South-East.

After two years of acrimony and 
leadership tussle that left the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 

in tatters; it appears the umbrella organ-
isation did not learn anything from its 
past ordeal.

When some months ago the law court 
resolved the impasse, many Nigerians 

finished).
Last week, a despot in Zimba-

bwe was shown the way out of 
o ff i c e  a f t e r  a  f i e n d i s h  o c c u p a -
tion of power stool for 37 years! 
Robert Mugabe is his name. The 
Zimbabweans went through ex-
cruciating pain. They experienced 
barefaced corruption and all man-
ner of rights abuses.

At 93, and with a failing health, 
Mugab e’s  shadows cast  danger-
ously on every part of his country. 
He dealt with members of the op-
position in such a shrewd way that 
some of them will never forget all 
through the remaining years of 
their lives. He turned Zimbabwe 
into a fiefdom of s orts .  The old 
fox had made a suc c ession plan 
that favoured Grace, his wife. But 
this  did not  go down well  with 
certain people in Zimbabwe, who 

now determined to end the satanic 
regime. In what the Zimbabwean 
military des crib e d as “blo o dless 
correction,” Mugabe and his wife 
w e re  l a s t  T h u r s d ay  t a ke n  i n t o 
custody after a night of mutiny. 
Today, despite his brashness and 
la rge r- th a n - l i fe  d i s p os i t i on ,  h e 
has just discovered that the Zim-
babweans were merely tolerating 
him.

T h i s  i s  a  l e s s o n  fo r  a l l  o t h e r 
“brothers” of Mugab e across the 
c o n t i n e n t  o f  A f r i c a ,  w h o  h ave 
held down the levers of growth 
and development in their various 
countries through their despotic 
manifestation. One bad fruit has 
fallen, so shall all others that are 
no longer useful on the tree hit the 
ground soonest.

We are watching.

p e ople  with iron f ist  and made 
themselves a tin-god, have come 
and gone.

Some of them fell  when they 
least expected it. King Belshazzar 
of the old Babylonian Empire, who 
ruled as though there was no God, 
was humbled just in one day after 
he had been weighed in God’s own 
balance and found wanting.

H i s  i n i qu i t i e s  w e re  s o  m a ny 
that God sent a strange hand to do 
some scary writing on the wall as 
a mark of no confidence vote.

The hand wrote – ‘mene, mene, 
tekel ,  upharsin’  (Aramaic:  num-
b e re d ,  n u mb e re d ,  w e i g h e d ,  d i -
vided) His actions were weighed, 
numbered and found wanting; his 
kingdom was divided and his reign 

thought it was now time for the PDP to 
play its role as the main opposition party 
in the land. It appears that the race for 
chairmanship position has presented a 
fresh crisis for the party. It began with the 
initial zoning of the chairmanship slot to 
the South West. But after some individu-
als such as Olabode George and Gbenga 
Daniel had begun intensive campaign for 
the post; the national office of the party 
began to stammer, saying the slot was 
never zoned to the South West.

They now adopted “open race” clause, 
while some favour South-South for the 
position. This is likely to further tear the 
party apart as those who may feel cheated 
and hard-done by could decide to dump 
the PDP. It was also alleged that Ahmed 
Makarfi, the interim chairman, was plan-
ning to impose someone on the party as 
chairman. The earlier the PDP resolves 
this imbroglio, the better for it. And time 
is not on their side.
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T
oday, our values 
have been so eroded 
and our education-
al system is such a 

travesty, that many people 
are growing up without the 
basic values that make for 
decency and finesse. Even 
those who studied abroad 
are no different, because 
most of them were already 
fully developed before they 
left these shores. Upon their 
return to their old environ-
ments, the old habits natu-
rally kick in. Truth be told, 
we have to embark on a mas-
sive self-development cam-
paign to support the efforts 
of the state Government to 
beautify the city and truly 
beautify the people inside 
out. As for the children, they 
are lucky; there is still hope 
if parents choose to, “train up 
a childin the way he should 
go, (so) when he is old he 
will not depart from it”as the 
old proverb says. However, 
older people require a strong 
desire and determination to 
improve, and would need to 
commit the time, financial 
implications and discipline 
needed for such an improve-
ment.

A little polish, some tuto-
rial in manners, tutelage in 
comportment and poise and 
brushing up of speech and 
grammar would do the trick.  

past us and proceeded to 
seat in an unoccupied table. 
Apparently, the table must 
have been reserved because 
a waiter immediately ap-
peared to redirect her to 
another table. In a loud and 
brazen manner, using vulgar 
and unmentionable adjec-
tives, she declared who she 
was and why she would 
not accept any slip shoddy 
treatment. After releasing 
some more expletives, she 
rose to follow the waiter. 
I was as amused as I was 
shocked, both by the look 
of surprise on the faces of 
my companions and at the 
lady’s behaviour. “Beauti-
ful but trashy” the gentle-
man in front of me said, 
and our discussion changed 
briefly to a lamentation 
on the negative influence 
foreign media had on our 
young people. It is needless 
to say that the spell broke 
immediately she opened her 
mouth, and as they say, her 
rating dropped in the minds 
of those present.

Here are some dos and don’ts 
to observe.

•Do take your trash 
home.

•Don’t throw your trash 
in the streets or in the gut-
ters.

•Do bag your trash to 
keep away flies and other 
disease carrying rodents.

•Take out your trash ev-
ery day.

•In an era where the 
whole world is preaching 
recycling, do separate your 
trash - plastics, paper, food.  
I understand  some govern-
ment agencies are ready to 
pay for paper that is taken 
to their office located some-
where in Lagos State.

In public, please,
•Don’t spit. Not even 

pregnant women are ex-
empt.

•Don’t chew with your 
mouth open. Only cows 
chew the cud!

•Don’t scratch your arm-
pit, buttocks or hair. It is 
unseemly.

•Don’t adjust your crotch, 
bra or panties.

•Don’t pick your ear or 
nose or teeth.

•Don’t yawn loudly, and 
cover your mouth when you 
do yawn.

•Don’t cough or sneeze 
loudly. Excuse yourself to 
a secluded spot, and cover 

your mouth before you let 
loose.

•Don’t fight. It is shameful 
and indecent.

•Don’t pee in public. Look 
for the nearest eatery or fill-
ing station.

What you say
The power of words
“But if thought corrupts 

language, language can also 
corrupt thought.”  George 
Orwell Words are powerful. 
Depending on how you use 
them, they can build up or 
tear down. The Yoruba say 
“A word can bring out kola 
nut from the pocket, it can 
also bring out a sword from 
its sheath’. There is no better 
way to appreciate the power 
of words than to glance at his-
tory and visit the chronicles 
of world powers like Adolf 
Hitler.

Very aware of the power 
of good propaganda, Hitler 
maximised this tool. Accord-
ing to Dr Joseph Goebbels Hit-
ler’s Minister of Propaganda:  
“The essence of propaganda 
consists in winning people 
over to an idea so sincerely, 
so vitally, that in the end they 
succumb to it utterly and can 
never escape from it.”

By first introducing a rigid 
system of censorship that 
controlledthe literature, art, 
music, radio, film, newspapers 
and every form of media of 

that time,  Germans read, 
saw and heard only what 
the Nazis wanted them to 
read, see and hear.  To ensure 
that everybody could hear 
Hitler speak, the Nazis organ-
ised the sale of cheap radios 
called the “People’s Receiver”. 
Loud speakers were put up 
in streets so that people could 
not avoid any speeches by 
Hitler. Cafes and other such 
properties were ordered to 
play in public speeches by Hit-
ler. In this way, the German 
populace were systematically 
brainwashed and the result 
was that11,000,000 precious 
souls- Jews and Non- Jews- 
were lost during Holocaust, 
killed in ways too gruesome 
to repeat. Need I say more 
about the potency of words?

Cultivating refined 
speech

Let thy speech be bet-
ter than silence, or be silent. 
--Dionysius of Halicarnassus

Because only a few people 
realise just how powerful 
their words really are, there’s 
a lot of wrong and self sabo-
taging use of words these 
days. It is my hope that a lot 
will change if people un-
derstand that their words 
reveal their personality, their 
knowledge, their exposure 
and everything else that con-
stitutes their individuality. A 
wise person noted that before 

you speak, you have control 
over your words, but the mo-
ment the words leave your 
mouth, they control you.

Our words reveal our re-
finement; they reveal the 
quality of our upbringing, 
the environment we grew 
up in, the type of schools we 
attended and the quality of 
our education, the company 
we have kept and our values. 
You cannot hide your heart 
when your mouth is open.

Some years back, I was 
lunching with some male 
business associates at a Chi-
nese restaurant. We were 
in the middle of a friendly 
heated debate when a beau-
tiful young woman walked 
in. We had a good glimpse 
of her because we were 
seated facing the entrance. 
The way men admire an 
attractive woman has never 
ceased to amuse me, there is 
almost always a hush and a 
brief silence when they see 
one, and that day was no 
different. The lady walked 

A final word on “What You Do”
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T
hose criticising Eb-
onyi State gover-
nor, Dave Umahi, 
for erecting the 
statue of Dr. Akanu 

Ibiam in Abakaliki can only be 
likened to rogue preachers of 
any religion who quote sec-
tions of the Holy Book out of 
context just to advance their 
selfish ends. They are all guilty 
of confirmation bias.

What are their reasons? 
They ask whether a statue of 
Akanu Ibiam should be a pri-
ority issue for Ebonyi State at a 
time many youths of the state 
are risking death daily hawk-
ing all-what-not in busy traffic 
across the country. Then they 
question the economic value 
of such a statue and its impact 
on people’s living standard.

Good argument on the 
surface. It is a moot point 
that just like many youths of 
Akwa Ibom and its sister state 
were renowned domestic 
staff before the intervention 
of Godswill Akpabio, Ebonyi 
youths today dominate the 
clan of traffic hawkers in 
most cities across Nigeria. I 
am also reliably informed 

Umahi, the Ibiam statue and allied matters
that they play actively in 
the piracy business at Alaba 
International Market in Lagos. 
A Nollywood veteran told me 
in an interview last year that 
there is a community in Eb-
onyi State where the youths 
seem to be under oath that 
their only mission in Lagos is 
piracy. So, a timely interven-
tion on the youth front by 
Umahi may yet reverse this 
ugly trend.

And there is no pretending 
about the fact that Ebonyi is in 
dire need of development on 
many fronts. Only last week, 
BDSUNDAY reported how 
superstition was holding back 
the development of the Mma-
hieze Salt Lake in Okposi-
Okwu, a town in the state, into 
an industry that would utilise 
the brine from the lake to 
produce salt that could sell in 
all parts of the country. Even 
Umahi himself admitted his 
state’s backwardness when 
he said in June this year that 
he was neither in support of 
the agitation for Biafra nor 
the call for restructuring of 
Nigeria because his state was 
not yet economically viable 

but totally dependent on the 
federal allocation for survival.

But then, that does not 
negate the other fact, which 
is that the unveiling of the 
Akanu Ibiam statue was not 
a stand-alone but a part of a 
whole. But like rogue preach-
ers with egotistic intent, these 
critics have merely taken one 
verse in their Holy Book just 
to score a cheap point. How 
come they did not read that 
President Muhammadu Bu-
hari also commissioned the 
700m-long Dr. Akanu Ibiam 
Twin Flyover Bridges over 
the African Trans-Sahara 
route running from Enugu to 
Cameroon during the visit? 
How come they did not read 
about the 14.5km federal 
road constructed by Umahi’s 
government which was also 
commissioned? And they also 
did not read that the president 
commissioned the Senator Of-
fia Nwali Flyover and laid the 
foundation stone for Ebonyi 
City Mall and the President 
Muhammadu Buhari Flyover 
Bridge/Road Tunnel.

In any case, does Dr. Akanu 
Ibiam deserve such honour? 

The answer is an unequivo-
cal yes. Already, he has the 
Akanu Ibiam International 
Airport, Enugu, the Akanu 
Ibiam Federal Polytechnic, 
Unwana, Ebonyi State, the 
Francis Akanu Ibiam Stadium 
at the University of Nige-
ria, Nsukka, among others, 
named after him. Does he 
deserve more? Yes. If mega-
lomaniac governors are nam-
ing government buildings 
after their non-achieving 
daughters, then no honour is 
enough for a man of Akanu 
Ibiam’s status.

And who the hell was he? 
Well, Akanu Ibiam was the 
First Republic governor of 
Eastern Nigeria (December 
1960 to January 1966). A great 
Igbo man of noble standing, 
Akanu Ibiam was among the 
first three Igbo university 
graduates, alongside Dr. S. E. 
Onwu and Dr. Nnamdi Aziki-
we, who were received in La-
gos in 1936 by the Igbo Union, 
an umbrella organisation for 
all the Igbo in Lagos, which 
had been formed earlier in 
1934. The Igbo Union became 
Igbo Federal Union in 1944 
and later, in 1948, it changed 
its name to Igbo State Union 
to accommodate many of the 
exclusive Igbo community or 
town associations.

While many writings on 
him highlight his political 
side, Akanu Ibiam was a dis-
tinguished medical mission-
ary whose work in hospital 
service is well documented. 
Of course, he graduated with 
a medical degree from Univer-
sity of St. Andrews, England, 
in 1934. It was in his role as 
a medical missionary of the 
Church of Scotland that he 

established Abiriba Hospitals 
(1936-1945) and later superin-
tended mission hospitals at Itu 
and Uburu. I heard about Dr 
Akanu Ibiam National Am-
bulance as a primary school 
boy in the mid-to-late 1980s.

Ibiam played a key role, 
using his position as one of the 
six presidents of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC), in 
raising humanitarian aid and 
support for Biafrans during 
the civil war. Indeed, as a sign 
of protest against the British 
government’s support of the 
Nigerian Federal Government 
in that war, Ibiam returned 
his British knighthood and 
renounced his English name, 
Francis.

Dr. Akanu Ibiam, whose 
father, Chief Ibiam Aka, was 
a traditional ruler of Unwana, 
later in life acceded to the tra-
ditional stool, taking the title 
of Eze Ogo Isiala I of Unwana 
and Osuji of Uburu. I consider 
myself privileged to have met 
him in person during his life-
time. As a flutist in my junior 
secondary school band in 
1992, we were invited to play 
at a convocation ceremony of 
Abia State University, Uturu, 
at the time Ogbonnaya Onu, 
currently minister of science 
and technology, was the state 
governor. Afikpo was then 
still part of Abia State. It was 
a very old Eze Akanu Ibiam 
that gave the keynote speech. 
He died three years later, in 
1995. There is even a legend 
that claims it was to honour 
Dr. Ibiam that General Sani 
Abacha created Ebonyi State.

There are those whose 
grouse is not with the statue 
per se but with the person-
ality that unveiled it. Their 

argument is that it was not 
right that President Buhari 
who has shown, through 
his body language and his 
deeds, that he does not par-
ticularly love the Igbo people 
should be the one to unveil the 
statue of a great Igbo son. The 
right person to do that hon-
our, they argue, should have 
been someone like Nnia John 
Nwodo, president-general of 
Ohanaeze Ndigbo.

There may be sense in the 
above argument. However, as 
long as politicians remain poli-
ticians, most of their actions 
would continue to be driven 
by the need to gain political 
capital, more so for a man like 
Umahi who, though in an 
opposition party, is desperate 
to be in the good books of the 
central government. Naming 
one of the flyover bridges he 
is building after Buhari was 
not enough, so the traditional 
rulers in his state and those of 
the entire South East had to 
confer the president with two 
chieftaincy titles. Wow!

Over and above every 
other thing, the conferment 
of chieftaincy titles on Buhari 
has angered many Igbo breth-
ren who are still very sore 
about Nigerian military’s Op-
eration Python Dance II in the 
South-East and its aftermath, 
including the messy handling 
of the IPOB issue by the Fed-
eral Government. They have 
a right to their anger, but as 
Mark Anthony reminds us in 
Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar, 
ambition is made of sterner 
stuff. Umahi is simply working 
out his salvation in fear and 
trembling. Did you also hear 
he urged Buhari to run for a 
second term?
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Robert Mugabe and the tale of tortoise

I
n different parts of Africa, local 
folklore is a way of life, especially 
in the rural areas. Most of the 
evenings are enjoyed with 
children listening to various 

fascinating folktales. Aside their huge 
entertaining perspective, local fables 
also teach several morals that tend to 
help shape children into holding the 
right standpoints in life. Of all local 
tales that are told across Africa, the 
ones revolving around the tortoise 
seem to be quite thrilling. By casting 
tortoise in the mould of a shrewd, 
tricky and sly character, tortoise 
stories are always full of intrigues and 
suspense.

However, one thing that recurs in 
all of tortoise tales is that the animal 
often ends up being a victim of its 
own deceitful designs. In one of its 
famous accounts that I could still very 
much recall, tortoise was about to 
embark on a journey and was asked 
about when it would return from the 
trip. Characteristically, its response 
was quite intriguing: “Not until I am 
disgraced”. And that was exactly what 
happened.

There is, of course, a huge parallel 
between the aforementioned tortoise 

BusinessDay avidly thrives on the mainstay of our core values of being The Fourth Estate, Credible, Independent, 
Entrepreneurial and Purpose-Driven.
•  The Fourth Estate: We take pride in being guarantors of liberal economic thought 
•  Credible: We believe in the principle of being objective, fair and fact-based 
•  Independent: Our quest for liberal economic thought means that we are independent of private and public interests.
•  Entrepreneurial: We constantly search for new opportunities, maintaining the highest ethical standards in all  we do
•  Purpose-Driven: We are committed to assembling a team of highly talented and motivated people that share 
    our vision, while treating them with respect and fairness.

To be a diversified 
provider of superior 
business, financial and 
management intelligence 
across platforms acces-
sible to our customers 
anywhere in the world.

MISSION 
STATEMENT 

OUR CORE VALUES 

www.businessdayonline.com

      

Dick Kramer - Chairman
Imo Itsueli

Mohammed Hayatudeen
Albert Alos

Funke Osibodu
Afolabi Oladele

Dayo Lawuyi
Vincent Maduka
Wole Obayomi
Maneesh Garg
Keith Richards

Opeyemi Agbaje
Amina Oyagbola

Bolanle Onagoruwa
Fola Laoye

Chuka Mordi
Sim Shagaya

Mezuo Nwuneli
Emeka Emuwa
Charles Anudu

Tunji Adegbesan
Eyo Ekpo

EDITORIAL ADVISORY BOARD

PUBLISHER/CEO
Frank Aigbogun

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Prof. Onwuchekwa Jemie

EDITOR
Zebulon Agomuo
 
DEPUTY EDITOR
John Osadolor, Abuja

ASSISTANT  EDITOR
Chuks Oluigbo

NEWS EDITOR
Patrick Atuanya 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
SALES AND MARKETING 
Kola Garuba

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, OPERATIONS 
Fabian Akagha

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DIGITAL SERVICES 
Oghenevwoke Ighure

ADVERT MANAGER
Adeola Ajewole

MANAGER, SYSTEMS & CONTROL
Emeka Ifeanyi

HEAD OF SALES, CONFERENCES
Rerhe Idonije

SUBSCRIPTIONS MANAGER 
Patrick Ijegbai

CIRCULATION MANAGER 
John Okpaire

GM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (North)
Bashir Ibrahim Hassan

GM, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT (South)
Ignatius Chukwu

HEAD, HUMAN RESOURCES
Adeola Obisesan

} Lagos

NEWS ROOM
08022238495
08034009034
08033160837   Abuja

ADVERTISING 
01-2799110
08116759801
08082496194

SUBSCRIPTIONS
01-2799101
07032496069
07054563299

www.businessdayonline.com
The Brook, 
6 Point Road, GRA, Apapa, Lagos, 
Nigeria.
01-2799100

LEGAL ADVISERS
The Law Union

ENQUIRIES 

tale and the story of (erstwhile?) 
Zimbabwean strongman, Robert 
Mugabe. According to tales coming 
out of the country, Zimbabwe’s military 
leaders have seized control of the poor 
southern African nation, placing its life-
leader, Robert Mugabe, under house 
arrest and deploying tanks to the streets 
of the capital, Harare.

In a dramatic televised statement 
in the early morning of the day that 
saw Africa relapsed into the Stone 
Age, a Zimbabwean army spokesman 
denied that a military takeover was 
underway. But the situation bore all the 
trappings of a coup: The military was 
in control of state TV in Harare, there 
was a significant army presence at the 
international airport, and Mugabe has 
not been seen in public. The Military 
official further explained that the 
president and his wife were “secure”, 
adding that they were targeting a ring of 
government plotters following a power 
struggle that saw the vice-president flee 
the country last week.

The address came hours after 
several loud explosions echoed across 
central Harare and troops seized the 
headquarters of the ZBC, Zimbabwe’s 
state broadcaster. Several cabinet 
ministers, including local government 
minister Saviour Kasukuwere and 
Finance Minister Ignatius Chombo, and 
Mugabe’s nephew Patrick Zhuwayo, 
were reportedly arrested. There was 
allegedly a brief gun fight outside Mr 
Chombo’s house. All three are part 
of the G40 faction of Zanu-PF which 
is loyal to Grace Mugabe, wife of the 

president, who was being lined up to 
take over from her husband after the 
vice-president Emmerson Mnangagwa 
was recently fired last.

To some keen watchers of event 
in Zimbabwe, if Mugabe is eventually 
overthrown from power, it is merely 
a tale of good radiance to bad 
rubbish. Robert Mugabe, 93, has 
been the country’s ruler since 1980. 
Undoubtedly, Mugabe has defined 
the history of his country. Born in the 
colonial era, he actually witnessed 
the various complications of colonial 
rule in his native land.  He was at the 
forefront of a bitter struggle to end 
white minority rule in Zimbabwe.  
He was imprisoned for 11 eleven 
years by the colonial government 
for their anti-colonial activities. As 
providence would have it, he had the 
rare honour of leading his country to 
independence and actually became 
the first post -colonial black leader of 
the country.

As good as his anti colonial exploits 
were, Mugabe was however beclouded 
by a faulty sense of judgment after 
becoming his country’s leader. He 
launched a ceaseless attacks on all 
whites in the country, majority of whom 
controlled the country’s economy.  
Unfortunately, Mugabe’s onslaught 
was not only against the whites in his 
country as the various black opposition 
groups, opposed to his prolonged 
stronghold on power, have had to 
contend with serious realties of his iron 
hold on power.

Rather than concentrate on policies 
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and programmes that would usher 
in the much needed prosperity for 
his people, Mugabe was majorly 
preoccupied with building a fortress 
for himself. Regrettably, he didn’t 
do much to improve the worsening 
economic condition of his people who 
continue to live in abject poverty as all 
economic indicators keep pointing to a 
nation on the brink of socio-economic 
collapse, no thanks to Mugabe’s 
uncompromising and tactless stance 
towards western creditors.

It is rather sad that by perpetuating 
himself in power, Mugabe has 
rubbished every effort he made in the 
past towards fighting colonial overlords 
in his country. The assumption that no 
one else but him could steer the ship 
of the country, at 93, is nothing but a 
charade as he is no super human. The 
tragedy of the African continent is that 
most of its leaders, especially those who 
have little or nothing to offer the people, 
have continued to tow the ignoble path 
of authoritarianism. Is it not funny that 
most of the leaders’ whose stay in power 
have pauperized their people would 
rather prefer to die in power rather than 
giving opportunities to others with fresh 
ideas to rule? 

For those who argue that Mugabe’s 
prolonged hold on power is as a result 
of the love and affection his people 
have for him, they need to be reminded 
that Mandela was equally held in high 
esteem by South Africans across racial 
divide. But the difference is that he 
knew when to quit. That is one of the 
hallmarks of a great leader.        
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A 
v a r i a b l e  h a s 
two s ides :  the 
converse and the 
obverse. It is the 
fusion of the two 

sides that gives one the true 
impression or identity of that 
given variable. Conversely, 
human personality is also 
like a variable because the 
converse and obverse sides of 
an individual are loaded with 
negative and positive attributes 
depending on who is doing the 
evaluation or depending on 
where the evaluator belongs.

From my socio-political 
barometer, Sir Bob Beremako 
Ewulonu Ogbuagu,  O ON, 
who was popularly known 
as ‘Dee Bob’, had during his 
lifetime established himself as 
a constant vis-a-vis his various 
exploits in life which earned 
him a prominent place in Abia 
State, Nigeria and the world.

Dee Bob was my personal 
friend. He was my father, my 
encourager and my advisor. His 
private residence is in Prefab 
Housing Estate, Owerri, Imo 
State. I grew up in Prefab. I 
knew Dee Bob in 1981 (36 years 
ago) when I was in Primary Six. 
I and other Prefab boys used to 
go to his house to play with his 
last son, Kelechi Iheukwumere 
Ogbuagu.

Born on the 25th of May 
1925 in Umukabia in the Ohuhu 
Clan, Umuahia North Local 
Government Area of Abia 
State, to the family of Chief 
Sir Francis Udegbu Ogbuagu, a 
former school headmaster and 
Methodist Church preacher, 
Dee Bob attended Methodist 
Central School in Umukabia 
and Methodist College Uzoakoli, 
where he finished in flying 
colours in 1945. He also attended 
the famous Brookings Institute, 
USA.

As an activist politician, 
Dee Bob was one of the last 
surviving members of the 

Bob Ogbuagu: When a legend steps aside
defunct Zikist Movement that 
led the struggle for Nigeria’s 
independence. He worked 
closely with Kola Balogun and 
MCK Ajuluchukwu, president 
and secretary of the Zikist 
Movement, respectively, to rid 
the country of foreign political 
domination and imperialism. 
Zikist Movement was formed 
on February 2, 1946 in Lagos 
by Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe and 
its membership comprised 
of radical young Nigerians. 
The movement was politically 
aligned to the National Council 
of Nigeria and Cameroons 
(NCNC).

The resolute commitment 
of Dee Bob to the political 
liberation of Nigeria made him 
abandon (through resignation) 
his flourishing career at Nigeria 
Geological Survey Department, 
Kaduna in 1948 to join the 
nationalist struggles. He was 
the Secretary General of the 
Zikist Movement between 1948 
and 1950, in Kaduna. He later 
became the president of the 
Movement in Jos, Plateau State. 
Dee Bob, in his desire to give 
bruises to the British colonial 
authorities, floated a newspaper 
k n o w n  a s  t h e  N o r t h e r n 
Advocate which became an 
instant hit to the anti-colonial 
struggle. The newspaper was 
based in Jos, Plateau State.

Dee Bob’s radicalism put 
him in collision with the 
colonial authority in Nigeria. 
His Northern Advocate was 
proscribed in February 1955 
while he alongside prominent 
members of the Zikist Movement 
– like MCK Ajuluchukwu, Kola 
Balogun, Anthony Enahoro, 
Sa’ad Zungur, Ikenna Nzimiro, 
Osita Agwuna, Raji Abdullahi 
and Oge Dengbe Macaulay – 
were arrested, charged and 
convicted for sedition and 
sentenced to prison. Dee Bob 
served his sentence in Jos Prison, 
where he was held in solitary 
confinement.

When he regaine d his 
freedom after serving his 
sentence, Dee Bob Ogbuagu 
relocated to the Eastern Region 
where he teamed up with Dr. 
Nnamdi Azikiwe and Dr. Michael 
Iheonukara Okpara to work 
graciously for the repositioning 
of the economy of the region.

were recognized and fetched 
him handsome rewards.

Dee Bob was the national 
president of Nigerian Institute 
of Public Relations (NIPR) from 
1980 to 1984. He was also a 
distinguished Fellow of the 
prestigious association. His 
peak in public relations came 
in 1981 when he was elected 
the first president emeritus of 
the Federation of African Public 
Relations Association (APRA) 
which he co-founded in Nairobi, 
Kenya. He held the position 
from 1981 to 1987. He was 
also a member of many other 
associations, such as Arab Public 
Relations Association, Nigerian 
Institute of Directors, British 
Institute of Public Relations, 
amongst others.

At the age of 70 in 1995, 
Dr. Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu, 
p u b l i s h e r  o f  C h a m p i o n 
Newspapers, pleaded with Dee 
Bob to come and manage his 
newspaper business. Dee Bob, 
as an Igbo patriot, accepted and 
became the managing director/
editor-in-chief of Champion 
Newspapers for five years before 
he bowed out gracefully.

Dee Bob was also director of 
numerous companies, such as 
ENIC Advertising Agency Ltd 
(also owned by Iwuanyanwu), 
Luncheon Vouchers (Nig) Ltd; 
Nigeria and Overseas Gas 
Company Ltd, among others.

Perhaps Dee Bob Ogbuagu’s 
greatest service to humanity was 
the pioneering roles he played in 
the Rotary Club International, 
both in Nigeria and overseas. 
He served the club in many 
capacities, capping it with his 
election in 1983 as the District 
Governor, District 911, Rotary 
Club International Nigeria. He 
executed many humanitarian 
and social projects in the country 
under the platform of Rotary 
Club International.

He was not just a political 
leader, he was also a community 
leader who saw to the growth of 
his Umukabia community. He 
was indeed the quintessential 
m a n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o 
associated himself with many 
developmental projects such as 
school rehabilitation, market 
construction, road construction, 
building houses for the less 
privileged in the society, 

among others. He trained and 
sponsored many people in their 
academic pursuits. It was in 
recognition of his assistance 
to the uplift of the society that 
he was honoured with several 
chieftaincy titles across Nigeria, 
including Onu N’Ekwuru Oha 
I of Nkwoegwu Autonomous 
Community, Ohuhu, Umuahia; 
Omee Okachie of Eziama, Aba; 
Otun Babagunwa of Mushin, 
Lagos, among others.

Also, in recognition of his 
modest contributions to the 
socio-political and economic 
development of Nigeria, the 
Federal Government under 
the leadership of General Sani 
Abacha conferred on Dee Bob 
Ogbuagu the prestigious honour 
of the Officer of the Order of the 
Niger (OON) in 1995.

Dee Bob was a committed 
Christian leader in the Methodist 
Church Nigeria where he 
was once a lay president. 
In acknowledgement of his 
leadership roles in the Methodist 
Church, he was made a Knight 
of John Wesley in the year 
2000. He also used his wealth 
in the service of God through 
building of many Methodist 
Church projects across South-
East Nigeria.

As a good family man, Dee 
Bob married very early in life 
to his beautiful wife, Cecilia, in 
1950 and together they had six 
children.

W i t h  h i s  p a i n f u l  a n d 
regrettable ‘stepping aside’, 
Africa has lost a pan-Africanist, 
Nigeria has lost a great statesman 
of uncommon leadership traits, 
Ndigbo have lost one of the few 
surviving pillars of Igbo strength, 
Abia State has lost a mouthpiece, 
Prefab Housing Estate has 
lost their Papa-Nnukwu, the 
newspaper industry has lost 
a frontline journalist, the 
Methodist Church Nigeria has 
lost a pillar of support, and the 
public relations industry has lost 
a first-class image maker, and 
the Ogbuagu family has lost a 
father, grandfather and great 
grandfather.

Dee Bob was a great man par 
excellence, a legend in body and 
in spirit. He died on August 21, 
2017 and was buried November 
18, 2017. May his soul rest in 
peace, Amen.
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While Dr. Okpara served 
as the Premier of the Eastern 
Region, Dee Bob was appointed 
chairman of the Eastern Nigeria 
Development Commission 
(ENDC). It was under his watch 
that the famed agricultural, 
industrial and infrastructural 
revolution of the Okpara 
administration took place in 
the whole of Eastern Nigeria. 
It should be noted that it was 
within this period in 1961 that 
the World Bank in its annual 
report boldly declared that the 
Eastern Region of Nigeria was 
the fastest growing economy in 
the whole of sub-Saharan Africa.

The ENDC under Dee Bob 
Ogbuagu’s leadership was 
responsible for the monumental 
infrastructures that littered 
the geographical landscape 
of the region. These include 
Hotel Presidential, Enugu; Hotel 
Presidential, Port Harcourt; 
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Trans-Amadi Industrial Layout, 
Port Harcourt; Emene Industrial 
Layout, Enugu; University of 
Nigeria Nsukka; Obudu Cattle 
Ranch, Calabar; NigerCem, 
Nkalagu; Calabar Cement, 
Calabar; cocoa and rubber 
plantations in Ikom, Calabar 
and Abam, and several farm 
settlements spread across the 
entire Eastern Nigeria.

Dee Bob was not just a 
newspap er manager and 
publisher, he was the doyen 
of public relations not only in 
Nigeria but also in Africa. He 
made a name in newspaper 
management,  advertising 
and public relations. He was 
ingenious in handling issues 
o f  g o ve r n m e n t ,  a n d  h i s 
contributions to the growth of 
the media industry in Nigeria 

As an activist 
politician, Dee Bob 
was one of the last 

surviving members 
of the defunct Zikist 

Movement that 
led the struggle 

for Nigeria’s 
independence



W
hat level of work 
have you covered 
in the area of ‘En-
e r g y  E f f i c i e n c y ’ 
s i n c e  w e  l e a r n t 

that you worked in the UK doing 
that?

Energy Efficiency simply means 
u s i n g  l e s s  e n e r g y  t o  a c h i e ve  t h e 
same results. For instance, we have 
various applianc es in our various 
homes and offices. In bulbs, for in-
stanc e,  we have candes c ent bulbs 
that consume a lot of power; from 60 
to 200 watts. We have energy-saving 
bulbs such as the LED (light emit-
ting diode) and the CFL (compound 
fluores c ent l ight)  which c onsume 
less and give same result. They come 
from three watts to 12. If you remove 
a 100-watts bulb (incandescent) and 
replace it with 10 watts bulb, you 
have saved 90 watts and saved en-
ergy and bill for that month. If that 
bulb costs you N1000 per month in 
your energy bil l ,  that  means you 
have saved N900 and that is huge 
savings. This applies in other gadgets 
and appliances such as refrigerator, 
iron, heater, etc. So, the lesser the 
energy c onsume d, the less er your 
bill for the month. In other words, 
you have to look out for the wattage 
of every appliance coming into your 
home or office; the higher the watt-
age, the higher the energy consump-
tion and the higher the energy bill.

The bil l  c oming has to  b e c on-
verted in kilowatts; and 1000 watts 
make up one kilowatt.

So, if you have 10 bulbs in your 
h o m e ,  a l l  1 0 0  w a t t s  e a c h ,  t h a t 
m a ke s  1 0 0 0  w at t s ,  o k ?  T h e  1 0 0 0 
watts is one kilowatt. If you use it 
for one hour,  that is  one kilowatt 
per hour. You now multiply it with 
the rate for your grade. So,  if  you 
have a 4000 watts air-conditioner 
and use it for one hour; it gives you 
four units. Such appliances such as 
heater, washing machine, dryer, etc, 
consume a lot of energy. You have 
to be very cautious in terms of cost.

Energy efficiency is a global thing 
because it has a dual benefit, both 
t o  t h e  c u s t o m e r  a n d  t h e  e n e r g y 
supplier.  It  helps customers to re-
duce their bills while the supplier 
has surplus energy to sell to other 
users and reduce pressure on their 
distribution networks. If you have 

a small generator in your house and 
if you switch on a boiler, you will 
find pressure on the generator. That 
is how it happens to the transform-
ers, feeders, etc. It leads to constant 
maintenance and damage of equip-
ment in the system. These are part of 
the advantages of energy efficiency.

In addition to all these benefits, 
i t  re duc es  carb on emission (CO2) 
into the atmosphere and the world 
shows a lot of apprehension to this. 
In the next 10 years, you find out 
that  fossi l  fuel  wil l  start  f izzl ing 
out; France has set a date to phase 
it out, Germany has done the same. 
These energy consuming appliances 
and machines that contribute a lot 
of negative impacts on the environ-
ment will be phased out to introduce 
energy efficient appliances. This will 
lead to a huge reduction in energy 
consumption world-wide.

I n  N i g e r i a ,  t h e r e  i s  y e t  t o  b e 
p r o p e r  r e g u l at i o n  i n  e n e r g y  e f -
ficiency such as  MEPS (Minimum 
E n e r g y  Pe r fo r m a n c e  S t a n d a r d s ) . 
This is the standard every appliance 
must attain before you bring it into 
a country such as Nigeria. Nigeria 
has to go into that,  into what we 

call  energy rating lab eling which 
will tell you the rating of every ap-
pliance and the amount of energy it 
will consume and what energy it has 
saved previously. This is the infor-
mation the buyer will find. You find 
out that some air-conditioners will 
take as much as 8000 watts whereas 

there are s ome energy-saving air-
conditioners that take just 800 watts 
and do the same work and save a 
lot of energy. These are some of the 
things customers will need to know.

There are also behavioral aspects 
of energy; it is about people learn-
ing to switch off their lights when 
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‘Port Harcourt Electricity Company is 
reaping from energy efficiency scheme’

Interview
SUNDAYBD 

The wise thing to do 
is cut down on con-
sumption by intro-

ducing efficient use. 
If the FG can look 
into this direction 
and tap from some 

of us who have gone 
into this field for a 
very long time to 

contribute to policy 
design and regula-

tions, it would help. 

Ajaegbo

While the Federal Government wants to meet its power supply needs through increasing its generating capacity for which N700billion 
was granted to the Gencos recently, a UK-trained energy efficiency expert, Franklin Ajaegbo, programme manager for Energy Efficiency 
in PHED, says much gap can be closed by massive reduction in consumption and waste through migration to incandescent lamps and 
other appliances. In an experiment carried out in Port Harcourt, a community that consumed 312 kilowatts per hour dropped to one third of 
that. In an exclusive interview with IGNATIUS CHUKWU in Port Harcourt, the expert warned the FG against massive dumping of outlawed 
appliances from Europe and America. He also called for a national campaign on energy efficiency and use of experts to draft pro-energy 
efficiency laws and policies in line with global trends.
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Interview

The energy effi-
ciency scheme has a 
win-win strategy for 
both the energy con-
sumers and the en-
ergy suppliers. This 
is a direction the FG 

should critically look 
into and promote on 

a large scale

Ajaegbo

not in use, just as we are required 
to turn off the knob of your phone 
after  making a  cal l .  Pe ople  leave 
their security lights on in the day. 
That is huge waste of money because 
somebody will have to pay for them. 
In addition,  there are p e ople that 
require that energy you are wasting. 
Right now in Nigeria, supply level is 
far below the demand level, so there 
is huge need to save energy.

Energy Efficiency can be used as 
energy resource. For instance, the 
power used by one 200-watts bulb 
can be used by 10 people. On a cu-
mulative basis, what one person was 
using before energy efficiency sys-
tem per day can be used by 10 house-
holds at the same time. Now, Discos 
can supply more power to customers 
and it will help boost power supply. 
In Nigeria today, the minimum wage 
is about N18,000 per month and if 
divided by daily basis, it will show 
that some persons in Nigeria are ac-
tually living below the poverty line. 
So,  energy efficiency s cheme can 
help them manage their energy bill. 
You could cut down from N5,000 to 
N1,500. You will find it difficult to 
handle more than N5,000 bill. 

Wonderful!  How did you come 
across this rare knowledge?

Thank you very much. Prior to 
joining PHED, I studied in the UK, a 
course-related to energy efficiency 
and I worked for many years in the 
UK before I joined the PHED. Over 
there,  i t  is  one way of  attracting 
customers because people want to 
know what to  do to  re duc e their 
energy cost, unlike in Nigeria where 
we did not have such concerns or 24-
hour supply. There, there are peak 
periods. People want to know what 
to do during peak periods when per 
unit  c ost  is  very high.  You might 
d e ci d e  to  tu rn  off  c e r ta i n  t h i n gs 
such as refrigerator at peak period 
because the cooling can still retain 
when it is off. There are lots of things 
people can do. That consciousness to 
reduce cost, reduce carbon emission 
and still get full service is important. 
That create d a culture of  energy-
saving.  PHED is the first Dis c o to 

delve into this aspect and introduce 
energy-saving measures and we are 
reaping in that direction. 

We are  s eriously  teaching our 
customers all about this scheme and 
showing them what each appliance 
would consume and how to choose 
a l t e r n at i ve s ;  e ve n  h o w  t o  a c c e s s 
those alternatives. The moment they 
do it, the energy consumption level 
of each appliance will drop and the 
bills drop. I am sure our customers 
are happy about this programme. 

How is it being replicated at the 
national  level ,  or  can’t  this  b e a 
national scheme to make Nigerians 
energy-efficient? 

I  t h i n k  i t  i s  s o m e t h i n g  t h at  i s 
very important to handle this from 
a  n at i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  C e r t a i n 
regulations and laws that back up 
these things have to come from the 
National Assembly and the Execu-
tive would have to sign them into 
law. At that level the FG has to have 
the political will and willingness to 
go into this and educate the people 
because in Nigeria today where we 
are generating between 3,000 and 
4,000 and there is a projection that 
we may ne e d ab out 60,000 mega-
w at t s  t o  h ave  a  s t ab l e  s u p p l y.  I t 
shows the gap is too much. What do 
you do? The wise thing to do is cut 
down on consumption by introduc-
ing efficient use. If the FG can look 
into this direction and tap from some 
of us who have gone into this field 
for a very long time to contribute 
to policy design and regulations, it 
would help. 

How are other Discos embracing 
this from the PHED?

 Okay, this energy efficiency and 
promotion of the activities are virtu-
ally contained in NERC rules, in Sec-
tion 51 of the NERC condition which 
requires all Discos to comply. It’s left 
for the NERC to enforce this regula-
tion. All Discos in Nigeria should be 
made to start promoting it and this 
will  go a long way in making the 
customers do this. It has been proved 
in other c ountries where this has 
been enforced. I was in Paris for the 
International Energy Agency Pro-
gramme on Energy Efficiency some 
months ago. They trained officials 
from various c ountries on energy 
efficiency. You can hardly find any 
inefficient appliance there because 
the government there is determined 
to enforce this. 

How true is it that some appli-
ances rejected abroad are finding 
their way into Nigeria as fairly used 
items, and is the FG alerted to this? 

The FG has to increase attention 
to stop dumping of energy-wasting 
a p p l i a n c e s .  W e  n e e d  t o  m o ve  u p 
and ensure we move on the same 
trend with other nations to ensure 
t h at  t h o s e  i n e ff i c i e n t  a p p l i a n c e s 
and environmentally harmful items 
do not escape into Nigeria. Nigeria 
can also partner with those foreign 
c o m p a n i e s  t h at  a re  i n t o  e n e r g y -
efficiency applianc es to c ome and 

set up here so that the unit cost will 
re duc e when p e ople start  buying 
them, boosting economies of scale. 
This will encourage people to move 
over to energy efficient appliances 
due to availability and affordability. 

How optimistic are you that Ni-
geria will get there and what will 
the country look like then? 

I am very optimistic that Nigeria 
will get there. That is why I came 
down to Nigeria to impart this line 
of knowledge. What we are saying is 
that when people start imbibing this 
behavioral change and also switch to 
using-energy saving appliances, and 
start enjoying the benefits.

PHED should be given some credit 
for setting the pace in the industry 
in  the energy-eff ic iency s cheme. 
The customers are happy for this. 
It  is important to help them build 

a new culture of saving energy by 
practicing the steps they have been 
taught.  We have b e en going from 
one school to the other in collabora-
tion with the Rivers State Ministry 
of Education and Ministry of Power; 
also the Universal Basic Education 
(UBEC). We have covered over 120 
schools in the state, going from com-
pany to company trying to educate 
them on what they can do to reduce 
their  energy c ost .  When they do 
that,  their pro duction will  re duc e 
and they will make more profits and 
expand capacity and employ more 
people. The economy will start doing 
fine. The energy efficiency scheme 
has a win-win strategy for both the 
energy consumers and the energy 
suppliers. This is a direction the FG 
should critically look into and pro-
mote on a large scale.
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R
e c e n t l y,  i t  w a s  a n -
nounced that Nigeria 
was out of recession; as 
a manufacturer, to what 
extent has the said exit 

reflected on manufacturing and 
other business activities in Nigeria?

 Based on your question on the 
economy regarding the recession 
whether it has subsided or not; as 
far as I am concerned, I have not 
seen any significant sign showing 
that recession has subsided. Nige-
ria is still at difficult period. Any 
manufacturer that says that reces-
sion is over must be operating a 
government-owned company.  That 
is my position.  

Can you assess the present gov-
ernment’s policy as it affects manu-
facturers and other business activi-
ties? 

Government policy is still against 
the survival of manufacturers in Ni-
geria. We have various government 
policies, but none is aiding improve-
ment. Let me use electricity as an 
example; what I pay here is not what 
people in the same industry pay in 
Ikeja DisCo. It is also different from 
what people in Ibadan DisCo pay. 
I am paying 10 percent extra from 
what Ikeja and Ibadan Disco pay and 
all of us end up in the same market. 
So, how can we say that government 
has a good policy where we pay dif-
ferent rates in   electricity and end 
up in the same market. There is no 
fairness, no level playing ground for 
healthy competition.

 What have you to say about the 
stock exchange and what influence 
has it on the market? 

I do not have any business with 
stock exchange because when the 
economy is not healthy stock ex-
change will be fluctuating like every 
other thing.

This is because stock is based on 
the stability of the economy and 
since the economy is not stable then 
it will affect the stock market. 

You talked about the govern-
ment policy as it relates to power; 
do we have any alternative? 

Do we really have alternatives? 
For example, solar is not a cheap 
source of power unless government 
is ready to subsidise it. The gas that 
is cheaper than diesel or electricity 
is not available within this region. 
There is no such gas in the South 
East and South-South that can serve 
as alternative source of power. It is 
only found in the south west and 
other parts of the country, South 
east and south-south do not have 
such gas. So, we are disadvantaged 
in this part of the country. How do 
you empower your machines for 
effective management?

Sunday Ezeobiorah, chairman, Sunnchi, Integrated Farms, Enugu, in this interview with REGIS ANUKWUOJI 
faults the claim that Nigeria was out of recession. He also says that the economic challenges of the country are 
as a result of poor implementation of policies and non-involvement of key players in policy making. Excerpts: 

Ezeobiorah

We are in a difficult environment, 
we find it difficult to even repay 
bank loans we collected because 
as I am talking to you now, gas is 
N225 and you can see that electric-
ity keeps on dropping by the day.  
Look at the trend, I do not think this 
country generates up to 3000kw 
per a day now and look at the size 
of Nigeria using it.  So we end up 
using gas and paying N225.  So, it is 
difficult for factories to operate with 
many operating at between 20 to 30 
percent just to keep on hoping for 
tomorrow. But we are yet to see the 
tomorrow coming. 

May we have an estimate how 
much you spend in a day on diesel? 

I cannot estimate the amount 
now, but it is huge amount of mon-
ey. Also in this part of Enugu we 
don’t have water. When we started 
newly, taps were running, at least, 
two times in a week and we thought 
it would be sustained. However, six 
months before we started operation, 
the taps dried up and till today we 
have not seen any tap running.  This 
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also puts us in a very tight corner. 
To be fetching water from 9th Mile 
Corner is expensive which we did 
not budget for. It was in our budget 
to source water from the govern-
ment tap but here we are today. 
Nobody cares or listens or wants to 
know how we get water to run the 
business.

 How large is your work force? 
We have above 100 workers we 

pay salaries every month; it was more 
than this, but we downsized because 
of the hard government policy.

We are struggling to pay even 
the ones remaining, but when we 
look at the families attached to the 
persons we pay small amount of 
money; we have no option than to  
pay them promptly, to enable them  
take care of their families. I believe 
it is better than asking them to go 
which will be a disaster and the 
rate of unemployment will increase 
and that will also increase the crime 
rate which in turn will also increase 
crisis in the state in particular and 
the nation at large and everybody 

will be affected. 
What is your take on privatiza-

tion of government companies? 
If we can privatise in the right 

way, I have no objection. It should not 
be a matter of giving it to our broth-
ers and sisters that don’t have any 
knowledge about such companies. 

For instance, out of the privatisa-
tion so far done, only NITEL (tele-
communication) performed well. 
You can see when NITEL was in 
charge, it strangulated the economy 
but when Obasanjo liberalised tele-
communication industry, things 
changed for good. It started boom-
ing up till today. Look at phone, one 
former minister once said that phone 
was not for the poor but today phone 
cannot be used to measure how rich 
or poor someone is. This is because 
the right people came in to handle it. 
You can see that the number of peo-
ple engaged by telecommunication 
companies are far higher than the 
number when it was NITEL alone. 
The telecommunication companies 
not only employ but also give better 
services. On the other areas of priva-
tization like power; have you seen 
any change since then? Distribution 
was privatised; to me nothing has 
changed and government keeps on 
pumping billions of naira into that 
sector without any good result and 
it keeps on sinking. If you look at 
one of them in the western part of 
the country, the government took 
the management to court because 
it diverted the fund. In fact, one 
of them diverted the fund and the 
EFCC is running after it now.  

That is the kind privatisation we 
are facing in Nigeria, most of them 
do not even know what is called 
power but it was allocated to them.

If they had sold the power to the 
right people, by now, Nigeria would 
have got adequate electricity.  The 
number of power generated is not 
even enough for one state to have 
24 hours of power supply.

 What then is your advice to 
policy makers? 

One of the challenges facing this 
country today is that people in suit 
are sitting inside Air-conditioned 
rooms, making policies and passing 
them out and by the time it trickles 
down to the operators, it will crash 
because it will not be properly 
handled. You cannot sit in the office 
and formulate a policy for some-
body that is inside a manufacturing 
house.  You have to involve them 
while making the policy to know 
whether the policy can work or 
not, because it will crash and when 
it crashes, it will affect every other 
sector.
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Hennessy owns one of the largest reserves of eau de vie in the world with about 400, 000 barrels
All over the world, Hennessy is very popular but regarded as prime luxury liquor. In this interview, Fabien Levieux,  first 
time visitor to Nigeria and one of the Ambassador de la Maison, shares with Mable Dimma on the brands production, quality 
control, its peculiar art of blending spanning over 252 years and his role as an ambassador.

I
nt r o d u c e  y o u r s e l f 
please
My name is Fabien La-
vieux, I am one of the 
Ambassadeur de la Mai-

son for Hennessy. We call 
ourselves Maison Ambas-
sadors.

What is your role as an 
ambassador?

As ambassadors, we are in 
charge mostly of delivering 
the message and training. We 
call it training but it is more 
about the message and about 
the Maison itself. You know 
we’re at the age of LVMH 
(Louis Vuitton Moet Hen-
nessy), we are part of Moet 
Hennessy group. With all 
these backgrounds, we have 
lots of history spanning 252 
years because the Maison 
was created in 1765. We also 
talk about the cognacs with-
in the Hennessy collection, 
history of that heritage and 
what makes us very unique 
in the cognac world.

We also do representation 
if you want; so, whenever 
there’s a Hennessey event, 
or dinner, you will hear us 
say, “I’m here on behalf of 
Hennessy to welcome you 
to this beautiful dinner” and 
do some animation as well. 
And this is good either on 
the markets like Nigerian, 
Chinese, American or any 
others. We also do this when 
we are in Cognac; a city in 
France, when we are in our 
office over there, we take 
care of guests and make 
sure they understand the 
savoir-faire - the knowhow, 
knowledge, skills, talent and 
the history of Hennessy as a 
Maison and, of course, the 
quality of the cognac that we 
are happy to distribute in the 
world. Both here in Nigeria, 
and there in the markets, 
and also in cognac, we take 
care of delivering the right 
messages.

This is your first time in 
Nigeria, what is the purpose 
of your visit?

Well, education is the key; 
all over the world for any 
type of education, the more 
knowledge people have the 
better they will react in front 
of a decision; “should I drink 
cognac, should I enjoy cognac 
or not?” So, I try to tell them 
that, of course, they should, 
because life is about enjoy-
ment and they should enjoy 

cognac. I am here to serve 
and to supply the necessary 
level of education to make 
sure that they understand 
what they enjoy. If it is an art 
of living, or just the quality 
they enjoy when they taste 
cognac, or about the taste 
profile, whatever it is, I am 
here to make sure they feel 
confident about the taste, 
history, atmosphere and the 
ambiance of enjoying Hen-
nessey cognac.

How would you describe 
the Nigerian market?

That is a very good ques-
tion for our local friend over 
here Sebastien Chouenl 
who’s been in Nigeria for 
years and he knows a lot 
more.  I haven’t been here for 
actually 24 hours.

…but you do get the re-
ports?

I get reports for 143 coun-
tries in the world, so I don’t 
get to see… but the feeling is 
that Nigeria, of course, and 
you can feel it even without 
talking about business; the 
moment you land at the air-
port there is energy, there is 
so much power there that 
needs to be a little bit con-
trolled maybe. But to put 
that energy that’s envied to 
go the extra mile which is a 
philosophy we share with 
Hennessy because we have 
a motto that says “never stop 
never settle”. That’s very true 
for the Nigerian market and 
the Nigerian population as 
well; they never stop, they 
never settle-they keep go-
ing. That activity, that power 
and willpower to go forward; 
that’s something you notice 
clearly right away.

Over the years, how has 
the brand been able to sus-
tain the remarkable quality 
of its cognac?

It’s a big combination of 
different factors; first, you 
need to understand that 
Hennessey cognac is big 
and has been big for a very 
long time, so we can enjoy 
right now, 252 years -with 
eight generations of Master 
blenders from the same fam-
ily. And these people, yes, 
they’ve been working very 
hard with the knowledge of 
their father and their grand-
fathers and so on, delivered 
to them to be able to keep 
quality cognac every time 
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and keep the consistency 
of that quality bottle after 
bottle, vintage after vintage.

But it’s not just about 
what’s inside the bottle, it’s 
also taking smart decisions at 
the right moment. In 1971 we 
got closer to the chardonnay 
group, to create MH- Moet 
Hennessy group, to organize 
a more efficient and better 
distribution network all over 
the world. That was a smart 
move that helped us dramati-
cally to make sure that we 
can sustain the quality of the 
distribution. In 1987 we had 
LVMH. We are at the age of 
LVMH- the strongest and 

largest luxury group in the 
world. And now we need to 
remember this, that we could 
not be the ‘H’ of this group if 
we did not sustain the quality 
of our cognacs all over the 
world for so many years. It’s 
about taking smart decisions 
at the right moment to make 
sure we can grow and that 
the quality of distribution, 
packaging, our ideas and 
marketing efforts are really 
state-of-the-art.

How do you deal with 
the challenge of fakes in the 
market?

We try to fight that, of 

course, and not only in Nigeria 
but I mean it happens in Russia, 
in the East, in China for example, 
Vietnam and other Asian coun-
tries. We have fake, counterfeit 
problems we try to fight as much 
as possible, because we want our 
customer to enjoy the quality of 
the Hennessy cognacs. We liber-
ated some strategies; we have the 
anti-refill bottles for example, we 
also have for some markets, the 
capsule; you know the metal part 
that closes the bottle with a laser 
printing on it. So whenever you 
open it, there’s going to be one 
half on the part you open and the 
other half on the other part that 
stays in the bottle. If you have 
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another capsule that you try to put 
on it, then it will not match.  Also 
we do lots of different barcodes 
and scans- just like money; when-
ever you print money, you have so 
many different little things that 
are difficult to copy- not impos-
sible- we’re trying to make these 
our products very difficult, as 
difficult as possible, knowing 
that it will never be impossible, 
unfortunately.

Can you give us a few facts on 
each of the Hennessy variants?

Well, how can you sum up 252 
years in a few…? The important 
thing is that most people you 
know, they believe that there is 
the price and that ladder in qual-
ity. The think that VSOP (Very 
Superior Old Pale) is Hennessy 
VS (Very Special) but with more 
age; that XO (Extra Old) is VSOP 
but with more age; there’s noth-
ing more wrong than this.

The only way you should 
compare Very Special, VSOP 
Privilege and XO is by flavour 
profile, texture and structure; 
they don’t taste the same. It’s like 
comparing chicken, beef and 
duck; they are different meats 
with different flavours and 
texture- just crazy stupid image- 
but it’s the exact same thing. I 
know cow is not a big chicken- 
same thing. So we definitely 
want people to understand that 
the flavour profiles are clearly 
different; Hennessy Very Spe-
cial will be light, simple, oaky 
and fruity cognac and that’s it. 
The purpose of this cognac is to 
be blended in long drinks, to enjoy 
with your friends; take some Hen-
nessy Very Special, little ginger 
ale, sprite or coke, whatever you 
want, lime wedge, ice, that’s it! 
You have a perfect long drink to 
share with your friends before a 
barbecue- I don’t know-anything.

You want Hennessy VSOP; 
you can enjoy it neat, on ice or in 
a classy cocktail. Hennessy XO 
can be enjoyed neat, or on ice, also 
before dinner for example. But if 
you like big powerful structure, 
don’t go for VS, or VSOP, go for 
XO, because it is a big, powerful, 
intense, and robust type of cognac. 
For VSOP, there you will find bal-
ance that you will not find in XO 
for example; VSOP will be a very 
balanced cognac, great in classic 
cocktails for example, while VS 
would be very simple and easy 
to approach cognac with very 
subtle oaky and fruity flavours. 
The quality is very different from 
one Hennessey cognac to another.

The price ladder is true; yes, 
VSOP’s more expensive than VS, 
XO is more expensive than VSOP 
but the difference does not mean 
that XO is more expensive because 
its better, it’s just more expensive 
because to be able to create that 
flavour profile of XO, we need 
to have access to some specific 

ingredients that we call eau 
de vie in French and those eau 
de vie will be available for XO 
in limited quantity because 
they are rare, scare and more 
difficult to find, therefore 
more expensive. This is why 
XO is more expensive than 
VSOP for example, but as far 
as quality is concerned, VS is 
up there, VSOP and XO is also 
up there, just very different 
styles.

What exactly affects 
the pricing of each of these 
brands?

Well, first you need to un-
derstand that to be able to 
create a bottle of ingredient, 
eau de vie for instance, when 
it comes out of distillation 
process; it takes about nine 
litres of wine to make one litre 
of eau de vie. So that’s pretty 
expensive already, that’s a 
lot of money. And then after 
25 years or so you lose half 
through evaporation, after 
25 more years you will lose 
another half; so if you want a 
full bottle of a 50 year old eau 
de vie, you don’t need nine 
litres, you need almost 40 of 
them, that has a cost, plus you 
need to take care of the cost of 
inventory.

Hennessy owns one of the 
largest reserves of eau de vie 
in the world with about 400, 
000 barrels, each of them 
containing 350 litres in 70 
different cellars. So we have 
so much inventory, it has a 
cost, plus you need to take into 
consideration the savoir-faire, 
the knowledge, the knowhow 
that has been applied to the 
selection of eau de vie to the 
maturation process and to the 
blending process as well. So if 
you add all those elements, 
plus a distribution network 
and everything then you end 
up with a pretty pricy cognac 
at the end. But is it expensive- 

yes, is it worth it- absolutely.

Based on your wealth of 
experience within the luxury 
space, how has the Hennessy 
brand been able to maintain 
its luxury status? Is it because 
of the price?

No. Not just that, again a 
combination of factors. The 
fact that we’re part of LVMH, 
that’s a very important thing. 
They helped us- we helped 
each other, to be in that group 
we are in the luxury uni-
verse that’s for sure, and we 
definitely need to keep it that 
way. We also offer something 
unique because luxury is also 
about offering unique experi-
ence. Whenever you decide to 
purchase a bottle of Hennessy 
Paradis, which is fairly pricey- 
about $3000 for a bottle, you 

are definitely entering the 
luxury universe, and that’s 
why it’s called ultra-prestige 
category. Then we have the 
prestigious category with 
XO, the super-premium and 
the premium, everything, as 
far as Hennessy is concerned 
is a luxury, even that glass of 
Hennessy and ginger ale with 
lime wedge and ice, this is 
already luxury. But luxury is 
not just about money, it’s also 
a state of mind; so whenever 
you’re enjoying a good Hen-
nessy cocktail or a glass of 
Hennessy on the rocks, or XO 
on the rocks with your friends 
and everybody’s healthy and 
happy, consider yourself in a 
luxury situation.

On a lighter mood, what’s 
your favourite way of drink-
ing Hennessy?

Well, I don’t drink Hen-
nessy. I enjoy Hennessy.

Thanks for the distinction.
Yeah because Hennessey 

is an art of living again, and 
there’s so many ways of en-
joying it; either, long drink 
with your friends or you 
know, barbecue and things 
like this, or VSOP in a classic 
cocktails. Or it could be XO on 
the rocks before dinner, could 
be a nice after dinner drink, 
after a great meal with your 
friends or colleagues. This is a 
great moment; it is definitely a 
great atmosphere that should 
be enjoyed. And you should 
enjoy life as well, so the art 
of living is definitely super 
important for us. So what is 
my favourite way of enjoying 

Hennessy? That reminds me 
of a saying that Moet Hen-
nessy likes to use, when asked 
the question, “What is your 
favourite Hennessy cocktail?” 
It says, “It’s pretty simple. It’s a 
glass of Hennessy and a good 
group of friends”, that’s also 
my favourite way of enjoying 
Hennessy, with a good group 
of friends.

Nigeria is one of your big 
markets; is there any plan to 
invest in it?

For me personally, if there 
was anything secret, my job 
would be to talk about it so 
they don’t tell me all the se-
crets unfortunately. Maybe 
not, I cannot guarantee any-
thing but we are investing 
every day; time, human re-
sources, training, marketing 
wise, we are investing every 
day, because we believe in 
Nigeria. Also we are bring-
ing the education; education 
about cognac, about Hen-
nessy specifically and that’s 
already a big investment.

Can you share a bit on the 
art of blending?

Art of blending, well it’s 
said that 90percent is in the 
word- art-of-blending, it’s an 
art. It’s not something you do, 
like you suddenly wake up 
in the morning and say “I am 
going to be a master blender”. 
Just to give you an idea, 
our current master blender 
spent 19 years being trained 
by his uncle to learn how to 
take care of blending among 
other things. His uncle spent 
26 years following his un-
cle’s footsteps to learn how 
to take care of not just blend-
ing but also maturation and 
everything- it’s a very long 
process. It’s something that 
anybody could do; you just 
need to be trained by the 
right people, you need to 
have passion, devotion, and 
you need to be patient- pa-
tience is a virtue. Blending is 
what makes sure that when-
ever you decide to purchase 
a bottle of Hennessy XO, you 
will be sure that not only the 
quality is there, but also have 
consistency in the quality; we 
want you to experience a glass 
of Hennessy XO today in La-
gos and experience the same 
flavour and same art of living 
that you experienced 10 years 
ago when you were in New 
York or 10 years from now 
when you will be in Shanghai 
or Beijing or whatever. We 
want to make sure that you 
definitely get the consistency 
in the quality; quality and con-
sistency- that is pretty much 
the art of blending for us.

Hennessey cognac is 
big and has been big 
for a very long time, 

so we can enjoy right 
now, 252 years -with 
eight generations of 

Master blenders from 
the same family
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Udom Emmanuel

Perspective
Akwa Ibom: Consolidating development through industrialisation

E
conomic and historical 
research has overwhelm-
ingly shown that indus-
trialisation is linked to 
rising education, longer 

life spans, growing individual and 
state income, as well as improved 
overall quality of life. Although this 
transition from agrarian to industrial 
society is not always smooth, it is 
always a necessary step to escape 
the abject poverty found in most 
under-developed societies.

Indeed it’s an obvious fact that 
no economy will experience rapid 
growth without its industrial activi-
ties.

This awareness must have in-
fluenced the focus of Governor 
Udom Emmanuel as he anchored 
his campaign in 2015 on industri-
alization and the promise to work 
out an industrial policy  to be  imple-
mented in such a way that it will 
facilitate massive  investment in the 
state. It was glaring to the incoming 
administration of Governor Udom 
Emmanuel that the prosperity of 
the state, to a large extent would be 
dependent on the development and 
sustenance of the industrial sector, 
especially after 8 years of massive 
infrastructural development spear-
headed by his predecessor.

At the inception of his adminis-
tration, Governor Udom Emmanuel 
promptly declared – “Our commit-
ment to industrialisation is irrevo-
cable. We know that through in-
dustrialization, we shall rewrite the 
Akwa Ibom Story in employment 
and wealth creation”.

That declaration had manifested 
in the frenetic pace of events and 
magnitude of developments as it 
touched the industrialization sub-
sector of state’s economy. Beginning 
from clear policy articulation to 
the flurry of project consolidation 
events, and even result bearing 
indices, there is no denying the fact 
the last two years and six months of 
the Udom- led administration  have 
been quite remarkable.

To underline the development 
vision of his administration from in-
ception, Governor Udom Emmanuel   
re-shaped the Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry into the Ministry of 
Investment, Commerce and Indus-
try. This re-designation was aimed 
at forging a viable synergy between 
investment and industrialization, 
anchored on a Public Private Partici-
pation, PPP model. By this initiative, 
the goal was to explore and promote 
investment opportunities in the 
state; catalyze and effectively imple-
ment the industrialization policy and 
take commercial activities in the 
state to a new level.

To ensure a sharper coordination 
of his industrialization programme, 
The Udom Emmanuel led govern-
ment reorganised the Akwa Ibom 
Industrial & Promotion Council 
(AKIIPOC), to create a Special Pur-
pose Vehicle (SPV) for investment 
promotion, entrepreneurship and 
accelerated industrial development 
which was rechristened Akwa Ibom 
Investment Corporation (AKICORP).

In driving the industrialization 
process of government, the corpora-
tion continued to translate the indus-
trial and entrepreneurial blueprint of 

 USUKUMA NTIA

the State into tangible reality like the 
resuscitation of the moribund Qua 
Steel industry. The present admin-
istration, through AKICORP, has also 
signed several MoUs and attracted a 
lot of foreign direct investments into 
the State.

The State government also estab-
lished and inaugurated The Akwa 
Ibom State Council on Micro, Small 
And Medium Enterprises (MSMES) 
In 2016 to serve as an aggregator to 
co-ordinate and guide the govern-
ment, international development 
agencies and the private sector in 
the development of the Micro, Small 
and Medium-Enterprises Sector in 
the State. The Council chaired by 
the Honourable Commissioner for 
Investment, Commerce and Indus-
try, has its members drawn from 
relevant Federal and State Govern-
ment Agencies, the private, and 
other relevant organizations,. Many 
analysts believe this council will 
tackle the issue of near total absence 
of an indigenous entrepreneurship 
class in the state, and jump-start the 
growth and massive industrializa-
tion of Akwa Ibom state.

Speaking on the vision that has 
guided the government of Governor 
Udom Emmanuel in this ambitious 
industrialisation drive in the last two 
years, The Akwa Ibom State Com-
missioner for Information and Strat-
egy, Charles Udoh explains: “Our 
dream is to ensure that Akwa Ibom 
state becomes Nigeria industrial and 
tourism hub. First, it is our dream to 
lead the way in a lot of things and in 
so many spheres of national life. We 
believe that somebody must take the 
lead. If I can digress a little, you and 
I know how the power sector has 

been problematic. Since Gov. Em-
manuel commissioned the power 
injector station in Uyo, power within 
the Uyo metropolis has improved 
tremendously, we have a minimum 
18 hours of electricity on a daily basis. 
That is good news for any industrial-
ist. You also know that in a Nigerian 
setting, that is almost a miracle.”

Mr. Udoh also believes Akwa 
Ibom is a pacesetter in Nigeria in 
the last few years in the area of 
Industrialisation. His words; “Gov. 
Udom Emmanuel believes we can 
set the pace. And if you also want to 
hit the nail on the head on the little 
successes we have recorded in terms 
of industrialization, you will recall 
that in the last two years and in the 
first half of this year, The National 
Bureau of Statistic has listed Akwa 
Ibom state as number 2 in terms of 
attracting foreign direct investment 
to Nigeria. We are only behind La-
gos state. And that shows that our 
industrial stride is in full steam. If 
you look at the quality of industries 
that we are bringing, we are not 
just bringing industry just to make 
up the numbers, we are looking at 
opportunities”.

Africa’s Largest syringe factory 
recently commissioned in Akwa 
Ibom State by Nigeria’s Vice-Pres-
ident seems to be of great interest 
to Charles Udoh. “Let us look at 
the syringe factory. We consume 
6 million syringes in Nigeria and 
we import all of them. So upfront, 
we have the market for the syringe 
factory and we built a factory with 
an initial capacity of 400 million 
syringes. After one year of opera-
tion, we will grow that capacity to 
one billion without building an 

additional structure”.
Udoh also touched on infra-

structures built to enhance smooth 
industrialisation.“We are also con-
structing roads and spending heav-
ily on it because if we need to evac-
uate those syringes, heavy truck 
will have to come. We are ensur-
ing that the road network we are 
constructing in Akwa Ibom state 
are not one directional. We will 
have a road network that is link-
ing the industrial and agricultural 
hub. What we have also done is to 
ensure that cost of doing business 
for those industries are minimized 
as much as possible and that is why 
we have a concentration of them in 
specific locations”.

Apart from the syringe factory, 
the commissioner touched on a 
few others that have wide ranging 
development impact in the state. 
According to Udoh,“we  also have 
the pencil and toothpick factory 
that is serving the entire country 
and the West African sub-region 
as well as the electric metering and 
metering box factory, the first in 
Nigeria to produce digital electric 
meters. I also know how long Nige-
ria has been planning to go digital 
in terms of prepaid meters. We took 
the bull by the horns to search and 
find an investor who is working to 
produce in our backyard. The same 
thing with the coconut refinery 
and The Flour mill-we are always 
looking at targeted industries with 
market potentials”.

The plan of the current Akwa 
Ibom State government to create 
an industrial layout was also high-
lighted by commissioner.“If you 
look at the industrial plan of the 

state, we are looking at Ikot Abasi 
area. It is earmarked as the industri-
al hub. That syringe factory and the 
flour mill are all concentrated in 
the same area. The reason is simple- 
cost of doing business. It costs us the 
same amount to provide power for 
the three factories at the same time. 
It costs the same amount to provide 
security within the same locality, 
the same road network services. So, 
it makes it easy for those companies 
to lower their overhead cost.That is 
where we have earmarked to have 
the Ibom deep sea seaport as well 
as coconut refinery and plantation 
that we currently have.

“We are not using government 
resources; all we do is attract cred-
ible investors. Once we do this, 
we have an MOU signed which 
guarantees a specific number of 
employments for the local com-
munities, community development 
projects and all that. Primarily, for 
us, the benefit to the state is going to 
be a whole lot. We are not building 
industries like in the past where 
the industries are dependent on 
government subventions”

Apart from bringing in new 
industries, the Udom Emmanuel 
led government has shown huge 
commitment in investing mas-
sively in the revitalization of ailing 
industry This was followed with an 
injection of N424 million for the re-
activation of Peacock paint, which 
led to the re-commissioning of the 
company in 2015. The company 
with a current capacity of three 
million litres of paint per year has 
since commenced production.

Also, while the federal govern-
ment is thinking of producing pen-
cil in 2018, the Udom Emmanuel 
led administration has already be-
gun producing pencils since 2016. 
Through AKEES Toothpick and 
pencil industry, Governor Udom 
Emmanuel is working hard to see 
that Nigeria and other African 
countries stops importation of 
pencils and toothpick from China. 
The factory has the premium target 
of one billion naira yearly as well as 
to create ten thousand jobs off fac-
tory workers. The Pencil factory is 
currently supplying pencils to two 
states in the country and more are 
on the queue.

It would definitely be a huge 
miracle to compress the two years 
of giant strides achieved by the 
government of Governor Udom 
into a text book, talks less of a 
newspaper article. However there 
are basic facts that are sacrosanct. 
The resuscitation of various mori-
bund industries, the establish-
ment of new ones, the provision 
of interest free loan to small scale 
entrepreneurs, the training of en-
trepreneurs and informal sector 
operators; the establishment of 
Palm Oil Processing Mills across the 
state; developing a good working 
relationship with the organized 
private sector operators such as 
various Chambers of Commerce,  
and National Associations  as well 
as the establishment of various 
agro-based projects are all huge 
catalysts that will elevate the level 
of industrialisation in the state and 
deepen the impact and acceptance 
in thehighly contagiousDakkada 
philosophy in  Akwa Ibom State.
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coin a compelling narrative, 
‘Refreshment Naija Style’ to 
endear itself to consumers. 
It ticks the right boxes in this 
regard as it is made in Nigeria, 
takes into consideration our 
local taste, connects with our 
style and offers refreshing 
value that is in a class of its 
own,” he noted.

Ibiyemi Idowu, an insur-
ance broker, stated that chap-
man drinks are the favourite 
starters in a Nigerian party 
and a refreshing drink the 
average party goer looks for-
ward to on the menu.

“I believe the new Chap-
man Happy Hour by Chi-
vita is a bold statement by 
the brand to complement our 
authentic Naija experiences 
through amazing refresh-
ment. It has the unique Nige-
rian feel that I believe would 

Chivita’s new Chapman Happy Hour 
inspired by Nigerian culture, style

A
s an organisation 
that constantly 
strives to keep 
its customers 
refreshed and 

satisfied, Chi Limited has 
introduced a new variant of 
Happy Hour by Chivita into 
the marketplace. The new 
variant, ‘Chapman Happy 
Hour by Chivita’ will now 
join other popular variants 
from the brand’s stable to of-
fer consumers more choices 
for refreshment.

Widely considered the 
toast of most parties and 
consumed as a party starter, 
chapman drink can easily 
be enjoyed by anyone. Being 
one of the indigenous drinks, 
the unique Chapman Happy 
Hour by Chivita contains a 
blend of fruits and is poised 
to gain huge acceptance by 

Nigerians because it infuses 
culture and style in a refresh-
ing mix.

Hassan Mustapha, a brand 
analyst, stated that the new 
Chapman Happy Hour by 
Chivita offers a refreshing 
way to enjoy our favourite 
chapman drink.

“It is interesting to see how 
this brand has been able to 

Bounce News Nigeria’s Head of Marketing, Modupe Ogunyemi and Traffic Acquisition Manager, Tunde Ajetomobi 
receiving the award in South Africa.
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Bounce News Nigeria Wins AppsAfrica award in South Africa

B
ounce News App, 
Nigeria’s most ex-
citing online news 
app, has been de-

clared winner of the 2017 
AppsAfrica Best News 
and Entertainment App 
Award .

The AppsAfrica awards 
ceremony, which was held 
in Cape Town, South Africa 
on November 6th, 2017, 
recognizes innovation in 
the tech ecosystem across 
Africa, and is supported by 
Mobile Monday South Af-
rica and Mobile Ecosystem 
Forum (MEF).

The award adds to 
the growing collection of 
Bounce News’ laurels and 
also underlines the fast ris-
ing profile of the news app 
as Nigeria’s leading online 

resonate with consumers 
with respect to preference for 
a readily available chapman 
drink,” she said.

Speaking on the new 
variant, Probal Bhattacha-
rya, marketing director, Chi 
Limited, said that Chapman 
Happy Hour by Chivita is an 
indigenous drink ideal for its 
offer of an unrivalled burst of 
refreshment.

“Chapman is all about 
refreshing taste and fla-
vours deeply ingrained in 
the Nigerian mindscape. 
For us, this is more than 
just a regular refreshment 
offering – it’s a tribute to 
what makes us happy and 
refreshed in our own Nige-
rian way – hence Chapman 
Happy Hour by Chivita is 
truly ‘Refreshment Naija 
Style’.” he stated.

news destination.
Bounce News Nige-

ria’s Head of Marketing, 
Modupe Ogunyemi along 
with Traffic Acquisition 
Manager, Tunde Ajetomobi, 
was there in the beautiful 
city of Cape Town to re-
ceive the award on behalf 
of Bounce news.

In a short acceptance 
speech, she thanked the 
organizers for recogniz-
ing Bounce News Apps’ 
excellence in delivering 
personalized news to its 
users within Nigeria and 
across the world.

Ogunyemi also pledged 
that the platform will main-
tain the high standards set 
in producing original news 
content while tailoring the 
App’s content to suit indi-
vidual user preferences.

It is fitting to note that 
Bounce News is in line for 

another major interna-
tional award, as it has been 
nominated for the World 
Architectural News Award 
(WAN) which is the largest 
international architecture 
award program.

Interestingly, these out-
pouring of accolades for 
Bounce, is coming less 
than eight months after 
it was established; and 
its growth has been at-
tributed to its digital in-
novation and superior 
news gathering technique, 
which leverages artificial 
intelligence to provide Ni-
gerians with personalised 
content.

Other nominees for the 
Best News and entertain-
ment award are: Jokko Text  
(Senegal), Vodacom Music 
(South Africa), Vodacom 
Games (South Africa) and 
Sportsie (Nigeria).

T
he first set of win-
ners in the Glo Ev-
eryday Bonanza, a 
customer-reward 

scheme of the grandmaster 
of data, Globacom, last Mon-
day received their prizes at 
the Adeola Odeku Gloworld 
shop of the telecommunica-
tions giant, with one of them 
going home with a brand 
new Hyundai Accent car.

As early as 8 a.m. the ever-
busy road started receiving 
human and vehicular traffic 
as the winners, accompanied 
by friends and relations, 
thronged to the venue of the 
presentation to claim their 
prizes.

The star winner of the 
day was a 44-year-old indi-
gene of Takum Local Gov-
ernment of Taraba State, 
Shishi Tanini, who received 
a brand new Hyundai Ac-
cent Car. Other winners 
won Flat Screen LED TV sets, 
generators, refrigerators, and 
Microwave ovens as prizes. A 
total of 60 power generating 
sets, 60 refrigerators, 120 mi-
crowave ovens and 30 LED 
television sets were received 
by excited subscribers at the 
Lagos presentation.

Speaking after receiving 
his car, presented to him by 
the deputy speaker, Lagos 
State House of Assembly, 
Hon. Wasiu Esinlokun San-
ni, Tanini, a father of three, 
in an emotion-laden voice, 
expressed gratitude to Glo-
bacom for making him a 
car owner, adding that he 
would henceforth  promote 
the Glo brand across the 
nooks and crannies of the 
country. 

Tanini advised other sub-
scribers who are not on Glo 
network to switch over to 

enjoy wonderful benefits 
on both voice and data. “Glo 
truly rewards”, he stated.

Other dignitaries at the 
event included Chairman, 
Lekki Local Council Develop-
ment Authority (LCDA), Bar-
rister Mukundasi O. Ogidan, 
and National President of 
the Cooperative Federation 
of Nigeria, Oriyomi Ayeola.

Speaking during the 
event, the deputy speaker, 
Sanni, said he was proud of 
Globacom for its unprec-
edented way of rewarding 
and empowering its custom-
ers. “Globacom is a truly Ni-
gerian company, a pride not 
only of Nigeria, but of Africa. 
I congratulate the company 
for giving back to the society,” 
he enthused.

Globacom said Everyday 
Bonanza is a customer-ap-
preciation offer to thousands 
of Glo subscribers to win 
over 17,000 mouth-watering 
prizes worth hundreds of 
millions in naira, adding that 
this is the first time telecom 
subscribers in Nigeria will be 
enjoying this kind of value 
from service providers in 
Nigeria.

Globacom said it had con-
sistently brought innovation, 
quality service delivery and 
unequalled benefits to its 
subscribers since 2003 when 
it rolled out services.

“We have adopted a reso-
nant strategy of connecting 
our subscribers to the most 
innovative products and 
services which do not only 
empower them but also add 
significant value to their 
businesses and social lives,” 
the company explained.

The presentation cer-
emony will be held in 20 
cities across the country. 

Ecstasy as ‘Glo Everyday Bonanza’ 
winners receive car, other prizes

L-R: Sean Both, country manager, Hydraulics & Pneumatics, Bosch Group; Olalekan Oyebode, (PT) key user manager, Bosch Nigeria; Paul Nwokolo, 
sales director, West & Central Africa, security & tech, Bosch; Ghislain Noumbessy, MD, Nigeria, Bosch; Markus Thill, group president, Africa, Bosch; 
Francis Omoniyi, sales director, West Africa, Bosch; Ayokunmi Solesi, business development manager, Bosch Nigeria, and Ayobami  Ogunleye, country 
manager, Bosch Nigeria, at the company’s customer forum in Lagos.
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W
hen they say 
‘’wonders shall 
never end’, that 
is exactly what 
this is all about. 

How on earth could anyone have 
an ASSET and yet refuses to tap it? 
Absurd isn’t it? This usually due 
to ignorance gone on rampage. An 
asset is a defense, it could contain 
various substances of immeasur-
able value. When people work, they 
work to create ASSET that they can 
fall back on. In fact the whole idea of 
living and working is to set up assets 
to fall back on whether both for you 
and your loved ones.

 One of the greatest asset ASSET 
that God has given us is His WORDS. 

Untapped asset
They are infallible, highly invaluable 
on earth and has great value for 
eternity. God is not a man to leave 
for us money or material riches. He is 
a Spirit (John 4:24). Scripture is agog 
with the potential that His words 
carry. We have come to realize that 
the existence of life is dependent 
on the spoken word of God, and 
also activities that govern life are 
run through the agency of spoken 
words amongst men. The Scripture 
says “the WORD became flesh and 
dwelled amongst us and we beheld 
His glory John 1:14. Another scrip-
ture says,“For by him were all things 
created, that are in heaven, and that 
are in earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or domin-
ions, or principalities, or powers, all 
things were created by him, and for 
him. And he is before all things, and 
in Him all things consist “Col. 1:17.

 The good, beautiful, and enjoy-
able things of this life are created and 
sustained by the spoken WORD of 
God. So how is the WORD of God an 
ASSET that is UNTAPPED? If truly 
life came as a result of the spoken 
word of God, it must be true also 
that all that we can see, touch and 
enjoy are all a product of the word 
of God and they are called ASSETS.

The picture we have in our minds 
when the word “KING” is mentioned 
is wealth, influence and affluence. 
The children of Kings and Queens 
are made in life by merely being 
princes and princesses. They are left 
immeasurable wealth and material 
possession. The words of God is the 
great treasure, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords left for us as an 
inheritance. There is nothing said 
in His words that is not an actual 
possession if we believe them. They 
are not supposed to remain on the 
pages of the bible, they are meant 
to be lifted out of the pages, believed 
and lived because they possess 
tangibility of what was spoken by 
God. The WORD that became flesh 
is our present help, not a help for the 
future. This truth remains effective 
throughout all ages.

Troubles and challenges are akin 
to us. The fallen world we live in 
is bedeviled with challenges and 
troubles, with the aim of snuffing out 
our lives. So when and where is the 
WORD of God going to serve as an 
ASSET? When we are dead? When 
we are having it well or when we 
are confronted with challenges of 
life?The best timely and consistent 
solution to the problems of our lives 

are in the asset of the spoken word 
of God. Where and when can Ps.46 
(God is our refuge and strength, a 
very present help in trouble…)be 
applied? When we get to heaven or 
here on earth? The scripture says 
‘’Come unto me all ye that labor...Are 
their troubles in heaven or there is 
great laboring there? Of course not! 
The WORD of God says,”little chil-
dren sin not, but if you sin we have 
an advocate with the father Jesus... 
even went ahead to let us know 
when we confess our sins He God 
is faithful to forgive us and would 
ensure we are completely cleansed. 
Wow!!! To further buttress the AS-
SET that is resident in the WORD, it 
is said in Romans 8:1 That as a child 
of God, the days of condemnation 
are over forever, it doesn’t matter 
what you have ever done?

If you never recognize the pur-
pose of the WORD you will abuse 
it, you can never see it as an asset. 
It will never benefit you. The sole 
purpose of the WORD of God is to 
bale us out of every problem or chal-
lenge that can ever confront us in 
this life. The word is our DEFENSE. 
Jesus the WORD that became flesh 
said, “I have come that you may 
have LIFE and that you may have 

this LIFE in abundance. Whatever 
makes for death that is operational 
in our life’s presently, whether 
we caused them or they came by 
themselves. Your bale out is the 
WORD of God. It is your UNTAPPED 
ASSET. Is.43:2 says: When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with 
you; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overwhelm you; when 
you walk through fire you shall not 
be burned, and the flame shall not 
consume you.

In whatever situation that you 
may find yourself, however hor-
rible or terrible it may be, there is 
a WORD waiting for you to bale 
you out. That is the purpose of the 
WORD, to build us up and to GIVE 
us an inheritance amongst them 
that are sanctified of God. When you 
take God at His words, you have LIFE 
in your hands.

Whatever has come to discolor 
your life, or whatever you did that 
discolored your life, tap into your 
ASSET, the WORD of God and you 
will be surprised how easy life could 
be despite all the challenges you are 
faced with.

Remain blessed as you tap into 
your ASSET.
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Dell EMC reiterates adoption 
of digital transformation for 
business growth 

D
ell EMC has reiterated 
the need for organisa-
tions to key into digi-
tal transformation in 

order to keep pace with today’s 
business realities.

At the Connected CIO event 
organised for CIOs of organisa-
tions in Nigeria, Tom O’Reily, 
converged chief technology offi-
cer, Dell EMC EMEA, said digital 
transformation was changing 
businesses in many unprec-
edented ways and had become 
a reality for many business 
leaders.

“In a recent study, 48 percent 
of business leaders indicated 
that they don’t know what their 
industry will look like three 
years from now. At the same 
time, 73 percent admitted that 
digital transformation should 
be more prevalent across their 
organisations and that a cen-
tralised IT strategy needs to be 
a priority,” said O’Reily at the 
event held at The George Hotel, 
Lagos.

He further explained that 
digital transformation was shap-
ing human interactions, and 
had changed the way external 
customers interacted with busi-
nesses as well as the interactions 
and expectations between busi-
ness and IT.

“The way we interact has 
change d profoundly.  This 
change has also altered us as 
individuals and it has also trans-

formed businesses. Today’s in-
ternal and external customer 
is a new breed, and businesses 
must find new and innovative 
ways to engage that customer. 
Even more changes lie in wait 
for us as the generation of digital 
natives matures and technol-
ogy breakthroughs accelerate,” 
O’Reily said.

“Business may not be able to 
prepare for the unknown, but 
they can learn from their cus-
tomers and how to best serve 
them. It’s the age of the con-
nected internal and external 
customer and businesses must 
adapt,” he said.

Nazih Moufarrej, regional 
sales director, Dell EMC, noted 
that the massive shift in the 
speed of businesses, the data 
they generate and ready ac-
cess to technology in daily lives 
constituted the hallmark of the 
fourth industrial revolution.

“For businesses, it is now a 
critical imperative to digitally 
transform without which they 
will fail to keep pace with the 
competition and meet their 
customers’ demands,” said Mou-
farrej.

“Digital transformation puts 
technology at the heart of an 
organisation’s products, services 
and operations. It helps acceler-
ate the business and competi-
tively differentiate it in order to 
improve the experience for its 
customers,” he said.

Nokia 2 now in Nigeria, offers 2-day battery life on a single charge

N
okia 2 is now avail-
able in the Nigerian 
market beginning from 
November 13, 2017, ac-

cording to HMD Global, the home 
of Nokia phones. It is available 
from N34,500 and comes in three 
colours – pewter/black, pewter/
white and copper/black.

With a two-day battery life, 
the Nokia 2 is said to be built 
to keep going long after other 
smartphones would have needed 
recharging, but its impressive 
battery life doesn’t come at the 
expense of performance.

“We have created a smart-
phone people can rely on without 
subconsciously rationing their 
battery usage to last the day,” 
said Joseph Umunakwe, general 
manager, West, East and Central 
Africa, HMD Global.

“Every component of the Nokia 
2 – from the display to battery, 
chipset to system design – has 
been engineered to draw as little 
power as possible from the huge 
battery. This gives fans a long-

lasting phone they can rely on. 
You don’t have to do less with it 
to preserve longevity, it has been 
built to give you the freedom to do 
more,” he said.

Combining a Qualcomm® 
Snapdragon™ Mobile Platform and 
a 5-inch, high-quality display with 
the pure, secure and up-to-date 
Android™ experience, the Nokia 
2 offers technology that you can 
depend on, all day, every day, ac-
cording to HMD Global.

It comes with high-capacity 
4100 mAh battery, 5-inch LTPS 
LCD HD display, an 8MP rear cam-
era featuring automatic scene de-
tection and auto focus, 5MP front 
camera, and a dedicated memory 
card slot and unlimited photo and 
video uploads to Google Photos.

“The Nokia 2’s sleek frame is 
precision-machined from a single 
block of aluminium, while Corn-
ing® Gorilla® Glass is comple-
mented by sculpted polycarbon-
ate on the back. This delivers both 
a great feel and the build-quality 
you expect from a Nokia smart-
phone,” HMD Global said in a 
statement.

“Nokia smartphones always 
offer a pure, secure and up-to-
date Android experience, with 
incredible features like Google 
Assistant but no preinstalls or 
skins. Launching with Android 
Nougat and Android Oreo ready, 
the Nokia 2 receives monthly se-
curity updates so you can be sure 
that your smartphone is safe and 
up-to-date,” it said.

Swift Networks launches customised ICT solutions for SMEs

S
wift Networks Limited, one 
of the Nigeria’s leading broad-
band services provider, has 
launched a suite of informa-

tion and communications technol-
ogy products customised to support 
Nigerian SMEs. These bundled 
solutions will reduce cost and give 
small businesses better control of 
their operations to drive efficiencies 
and growth.

To operate under the sub-brand 
of SWIFT SMARTBusiness Kit, 
these all-in-one service bundles will 
consist of all the office and home 
connectivity, hosting and bespoke 
business software solutions avail-
able to small businesses in the 
market today.

“SWIFT SMARTBusiness Kit 
continues in SWIFT’s tradition 

of demystifying and simplifying 
technology to help unlock Nigeria’s 
abundant potentials so that people 
can achieve more in their daily 
undertakings”, said Charles Anudu, 
managing director, SWIFT. 

“SWIFT SMARTBusiness Kit 
is user-friendly and will resolve 
the problem of small businesses 
dealing with multiple vendors 
who often present them with 
conflicting solutions that are not 
future-proof. With our solution, 
SMEs will obtain all their ICT 
solutions from a single trusted 
service provider with probably  
the industry’s best of customer 
care team on one monthly bill ”, ac-
cording to Chukwuma Okoye, the 
chief operating officer of SWIFT.

“And because we are sure that 

our target, small businesses, will like 
this solution, SWIFT SMARTBusi-
ness kit will come with a 30-day 
money back guarantee with no 
questions asked if the customer is 
not satisfied with the solution.” He 
further added that “for the early 
birds, we shall throw in a free home 
internet access for the business 
for as long as the subscription is 
current.” 

 A sample SWIFT Business Kit 
solution will consist of office (and 
free home) internet, web and e-mail 
hosting, attractive business and in-
ternational travel voice call rates, a 
la carte business software modules 
for sales, accounting, customer re-
lationship management, inventory 
management and human resource 
management. 
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I
f growth and development 
are not happening in the 
Nigerian housing sector 
despite its potential, the 
reason is not far-fetched. 

There are too many challenges 
and these have their ripple ef-
fects readily seen not only in 
the gap between demand and 
supply, but also in the fact that 
of the small housing stock, as 
many as 90 percent of them are 
classified as ‘dead assets’.

 With these, no burden could 
be heavier for a single sector, 
more so when it lacks adequate 
attention from government that 
is supposed to serve as catalyst 
for its growth and development.   

 The housing sector in Nige-
rian is one where government’s 
action or inaction obstructs due 
process and retards growth. The 
housing market is largely un-
derdeveloped because govern-
ment has failed to come up with 
policies to grow the mortgage 
system which, in other jurisdic-
tions, drives housing develop-
ment and homeownership.

 As a country of almost 180 
million people, the housing 
stock in the country is said 
to be a little above 13 million 

The burden of deficit and 
dead assets in single sector
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units; homeownership is said to 
be only 10 percent as against 92 
in Singapore, while the housing 
demand-supply gap is about 17 
million units. 

 The reason for this poor 
housing situation is because, 
among other factors, there is 
no functional mortgage system. 
The slow growth of the mort-
gage sector could be attributed 
to its relative newness. Many 
people don’t understand why 
they should save their money in 
mortgage banks.

 The bigger challenge in the 
slow growth of the mortgage 
sector is that over 90 percent 
of the few residential develop-
ments are not covered by any 
form of mortgage.“Of the 13 mil-
lion housing units in Nigeria,10 
percent of which is self-built, 
only about 5 percent is in formal 
mortgage”, says Ajila Dare, a 
mortgage originator and adviser.

 This means that, effectively, 
about 95 percent of home equity/
savings in residential develop-
ments are ‘dead assets’. It is es-
timated that mortgage finance 
requirement for the country 
stands at between N30-50 tril-
lion.

 Many residential develop-
ments in Nigeria were built or 
bought without recourse to 
mortgage due to the many con-
straints that have to be overcome 
in securing the facility from 
mortgage institutions. These 
constraints are mainly regula-
tory, financial and operational.

Land ownership and manage-
ment  in this country is always 
encumbered by administrative 
difficulties, especially with the 
issuance of Governor’s Consent. 
Apart from poor land registry 
practices, compensation for 
land is based on ‘fair compensa-
tion’ which is in turn subject to 
diverse interpretations.

 There is absence of a legal and 
regulatory framework for the 
housing industry.  Limited access 
to long term funding; lengthy, 
rigid and ineffective foreclosure 
procedures;  non-vibrancy of pri-
mary mortgage banks and low 
level of participation in the Na-
tional Housing Fund (NHF) are 
some of the financial constraints 
buyers have to contend with.

 Operational costs, manifest 
in high cost of housing develop-
ments such as building materials, 
land acquisition and transaction 

costs and reliance on expensive 
and conventional construction 
procedures coupled with inef-
ficient land management and 
urban planning system also 
contribute to operational cost.

 Low level of infrastructure 
provision for housing units 
developed, skills shortage and 
insufficient capacity building 
are also part of the operational 
costs and issues that need to be 
addressed.

 Some experts argue that 
part of the reasons for the low 
mortgage facility for residen-
tial development is mortgage 
operators’ demand for equity 
contribution as prerequisite for 
mortgage loan. But industry 
operators say such contribution 
is necessary for a number of 
reasons including the need to 
protect depositors’ money; need 
to hedge against default; lack of 
sound data-base on Nigerians 
among others.

 Equity contribution, they 
explain, is as fundamental to 
mortgage lending as it is to regu-
lar flow of income. Banks usually 
demand this from loan seekers 
because there are institutional 
and regulatory developments 
that are still lacking in the in-
dustry.

 “We don’t have a sound data-
base of Nigerians; the National 
ID Card is still struggling and 
foreclosure laws are not strong 
yet”, says Toyin Banjo, a mort-
gage expert, arguing that if the 
banks had all the above issues 
resolved, they would give people 
mortgage based on their credit 
rating.

According to him, as financial 
intermediators, it is the respon-
sibility of mortgage banks to 
protect depositor’s money and to 
protect those deposits, they have 
to ask for something that would 
act as a back-up to the money 
they give out to borrowers.
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Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic

Real Estate business versus the ‘friendship 
Marketing philosophy’ in Nigeria (1)

other natural market indices and 
forces would fall in place. If the 
friendship philosophy sounds 
strange to you; please, quickly 
get in touch with us before it’s 
too late!

I will now proceed to throw 
some light to the conventional 
real estate market philosophies 
that are generally referred to 
as the ‘day-to-day’ activities of 
real estate marketing activities. 
These must be some form of 
addendum with the aforemen-
tioned ‘Friendship philosophy’; 
with this done; your real estate 
company is good to go. When 
a Real estate Agency lacks or 
disdains marketing philosophy, 
It is then a garbage in, garbage 
out deal. No publicity, no deal!

Clearly, the world has now 
become a global family. So; one 
could sell anything under the 
sun; ideas, skills, passions, prod-
ucts, goods and services, even 
from the comfort of your home 
or office.

…to be continued

T
ill very lately in Nigeria; 
Oil and Gas business 
was placed just before 
the business of Real 

Estate thereby placing Property 
and Real Estate as number two. 
This was so because of the very 
unusual business environment 
thrown up by the social-political 
indices in the country. Other-
wise; elsewhere in the globe 
where businesses are done by 
the rules and devoid of unneces-

ties, competitiveness and much 
more.

Sometimes ago; a client was 
addressing his marketing staff 
in the usual Monday morning 
meeting as a way of preparing 
them for the week’s market; I 
heard him telling them he does 
not mix business with friend-
ship. I was shocked. With such 
philosophy; I knew he won’t be 
long before going home. One 
major fact is; the potential buyer 
will not patronise an enemy. This 
is a natural philosophy. Think of 
it: let’s take this home; you have a 
neighbor who sells matches. The 
same neighbor has declared you 
an arc enemy; would you not 
rather take a ten kilometer walk 
to an ‘aboki’ who would rather 
be a friend to buy your matches? 
I can hear you echo a ‘yes’! Why 
then do you want someone else 
who is very much aware of how 
much you detest friendship to 
do business with you? You must 
truly belong to the past.

The potential customer is an 

independent minded person 
who has worked hard for his 
money. He needs respect and 
he has to be convinced beyond 
all reasonable doubts that the 
man who is taking his money is a 
friend and not a foe. He knows a 
friend will protect his interest. A 
friend would be interested in the 
outcome of the entire transac-
tion process. He is even very sure 
only a friend would be mindful 
of his after sales mindset. So; 
friendship is actually the only 
thing. If you do business with-
out the friendship philosophy; 
you can take a bet with me that 
your days are numbered. The 
real estate market is universal, 
global and very sophisticated. 
Players are very interested in the 
final product. He must be double 
sure the seller is friendly enough 
not to jeopardize his interest. 
So, he takes every care to be 
sure he gets the very best in the 
circumstance. For the players in 
the industry; haven established 
the ‘friendship philosophy’ all 

sary government interference, 
favoritism and other shenani-
gans; Real Estate tops the list 
for very obvious reasons we 
would not want to digress into 
today. Haven said this; Real es-
tate marketing is certainly not 
unfamiliar with players in the 
industry. Whether such players 
imbibe such philosophies and its 
dynamics is certainly different 
ball game.

Real Estate Marketing goes 
beyond creating awareness, tell-
ing others what you have to offer 
and expecting them to respond 
pronto. This thinking belongs 
to the Stone Age. Any player in 
the Real estate subsector who be-
longs to this school is on his way 
to extinction. Today’s property 
buyer needs much more than 
this. It is not even sufficient to 
rest in the oars just because you 
believe your Real estate products 
meet the definite desire of the 
market; still far from this. The 
market has become a battle front 
for innovations, ideas, creativi-
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WANDY FOODS: Meet Awojuyigbe, the lawyer-turned-food entrepreneur

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

A
s Nigeria continues 
to search for the 
diversification of 
her economic base 
from crude oil to 

agriculture, amongst other sec-
tors, it is important to highlight 
the activities of those that have 
been driven by the passion to 
excel in such areas. Their ex-
perience would always serve 
as a benchmark and a source 
of inspiration to the younger 
generation.

One of such is the highly 
determined, self-effacing Ms. 
Gbonju Awojuyigbe, who  one 
has had interaction with over 
the past decade. She is the Man-
aging Director/Chief Executive 
Officer of Lagos-based Wandy 
Foods Limited. It is a food pro-
cessing company, mainly into 
processing and packaging of 
such items as pure honey, chilli 

pepper, pounded yam flour, 
whole wheat flour, plantain 
flour and the local condiment 
called iru, all registered by the 
National Agency for Food and 
Drugs Administration and 
Control(NAFDAC).

 Yet, there are other interest-
ing facts about the fecund brain 
behind these useful products. 
For instance, she is a 1992 law 
graduate from the Nigerian 
Law School, also an alumnus 
of Fate Foundation bagging the 
2005 Fate Foundation Alum-
nus Award . Awojuyigbe first 
worked with First African Trust 
Bank before going fully into food 
business.

On her modest beginnings 
in the industry, she delved into 
rice and later plantain flour pro-
duction business with N5000. 
According to her “ I started in 
January 1998 in my house with 
just one reluctant staff” . The 
choice was influenced by her 
late grandmother because of 
its health benefits. When she 
started the experience was quite 
exciting.

 “What happened was that 
I was working in the bank and 
then I got attracted to produc-
tion, I told my late grandmother 
that I wanted to try one or two 
things and she told me to try 
plantain flour because not many 
people knew its health benefits. 
I started with rice flour, later 
added plantain flour, bean flour 
and chili pepper. I am also a 
bee keeper and I bottle and sell 
honey.

She was one of the first food 
processors to package plantain  
flour in Lagos. According to 
her:“People wanted to get it, they 
wanted to taste it, wanted to try 
it and see what it could do.”

Her colleagues were my cus-
tomers, they were buying ev-
erything I produced and that 
encouraged me to supply super-
markets, starting with Value 
Mart next to our bank and later 
started supplying other super-
markets.”

Why I chose supermarkets: 
“I decided that my niche would 
be supermarkets because su-
permarkets in those days do not 
owe. You supply them and in 30 
days, you get your money. Some 
even pay you immediately, some 
after seven or 14 days. There was 
no stress, once your invoice was 
with them, you would be sure of 
your money but that is not the 
story today”.

On her movement to the Incu-
bation Centre: “I had money at a 
point and instead of just spending 
the money on myself, I bought 
a warehouse in Maryland but 
when NAFDAC came for inspec-
tion, they said it was too small, 
I couldn’t partition it. So with 
some help, I got this place at the 
Technology Incubation Centre 
(TIC), Lagos under the National 
Board for Technology Incubation. 
We do not pay rent but they ac-
commodate us for a given period”.

To enhance her entrepreneur-
ial skills, she had to undergo vari-
ous training schemes including 
food processing techniques at  

the Federal Institute of Industrial 
Research, (FIIRO)Oshodi,  busi-
ness success secrets at Success 
Digest  and London South Bank 
University. According to her, 
starting a business is not a bed of 
roses considering the country’s 
current infrastructural and op-
erating challenges.

One has to contend with epi-
leptic power supply, inadequate 
funding and the bad nature of 
roads from the farms. These do 
lead to long delivery times. Huge 
investments are also required 
to meet her production volume 
target. In spite of these challenges 
she is fully focused on realizing 
her dream. Her driving passion is 
to become a food producer with 
huge turn over and become one 
of the largest food producers in 
the country in a few years.

She is not satisfied with be-
ing a local champion. So, she 
has taken the necessary steps to 
prepare her products in terms of 
quality for the export market. It 
is also operating a small honey   
processing unit and moved her 
office from Agege to Mowe axis. 
Good enough, the Lagos State 
government has offered her and 
five other entrepreneurs hectares 
of land at a affordable price to 
grow food crops.

Her first set of customers were 
her colleagues, who were buying 
everything she produced and 
their patronage encouraged her 
to supply supermarkets.

Young entrepreneurs have 
to learn from her on the initial 
challenges to prepare for: “I have 

seen first-hand why people are 
not going into production. It is so 
frustrating for a manufacturer in 
Nigeria. Sometimes I wonder who 
led me into this business. I some-
times feel it must be the devil 
because production is so bad in 
Nigeria; that is the humble truth. 
You do everything by yourself; 
you are virtually all alone. That is 
one thing I pray that the current 
administration will look into.

 “Initially, it was so interesting 
when I started years ago. It was 
fun getting grains and at the end 
of the day, you have flour. Then 
I would buy wheat and make 
wheat flour and wheat cookies. 
I would browse the internet, get 
some stuff and I would experi-
ment. We were selling but right 
now, it is so frustrating.”

There are lasting lessons to 
learn from Awojuyigbe. Her 
sheer determination to add value 
to our local agricultural products 
and her zeal to learn more on 
how to deliver them in top qual-
ity are commendable. Besides, is 
her uncommon courage to keep 
going on against all odds and lift 
her company from being a local 
player to the international scene 
would always stand her in good 
stead.

We applaud her salutary ef-
forts and enjoin both the federal 
and state governments to fish 
her type out and provide them 
the enabling environment to 
succeed.

How to use fiscal and monetary policy to make us rich again
productivity rose steadily. Until 
the 1972 recession wages went 
up alongside it. Both dipped, both 
recovered and then, right around 
the time Ronald Reagan became 
President, productivity continued 
its upward trajectory but wages 
stopped following. If wages had 
continued to track productivity 
increases, the average American 
would earn twice as much as he 
does today and America would 
undoubtedly be a calmer and hap-
pier nation.

Collectively we are richer than 
we were 40 years ago, as we 
should be, considering the incred-
ible advances in technology since 
them, but today the benefits of 
productivity increases no longer 
go to workers but rather to owners 
of stocks, bonds, and real estate. 
Wages don’t go up, but asset prices 
do. Rising productivity, that is to 
say the ability to make more goods 
and services with fewer inputs of 
labor and capital should make us 
all more prosperous. That it hasn’t 
can only be a distributional issue.

 The timing suggests Ronald 
Reagan had something to do stag-
nating wages. That makes sense. 
Reagan cut taxes on the rich, 
deregulated the economy, eviscer-
ated the labor unions and created 
the neoliberal order that still rules 
today. But perhaps an even more 
significant change is the tiny, tech-
nical and tedious shift from fiscal 
to monetary policy.

 

Government has two ways 
of affecting the economy: mon-
etary and fiscal policy. The first 
involves the setting of interest 
rates, the other government tax 
and spending policy. Both fiscal 
and monetary policy work by 
putting money in people’s pockets 
so they will spend and thereby 
stimulate the economy but fiscal 
focuses on workers while mon-
etary mostly benefits the already 
rich. Since Ronald Reagan, even 
under Democratic presidents, 
monetary has been the policy of 
choice. No wonder wages stopped 
going up but real estate, stock and 
bond prices have gone through the 
roof. During the Golden Age we 
shared the benefits of technologi-
cal progress through wages gains. 
Since Reagan, we have allocated 
them through asset price inflation.

 Fiscal policy, by increasing 
government spending, creates jobs 
and so raises wages even in the 
private sector. Monetary policy 
works mostly through the wealth 
effect. Lower interest rates almost 
automatically raise the value of 
stocks, bonds, and other real as-
sets. Fiscal policy makes workers 
richer, monetary policy makes 
rich people richer. This, I suspect, 
explains better than anything 
else why monetary policy, even 
extreme monetary policy remains 
more respectable than even con-
ventional monetary policy.

 During the Golden Age, fiscal 
was king. Wages rose steadily and 

everybody was richer than their 
parents. Recessions were short and 
shallow. Economic policy makers’ 
primary task was insuring full un-
employment. Anytime unemploy-
ment rose over a certain level, a 
government spending boost or tax 
cut would get the economy going 
again. And since firms were confi-
dent the government would never 
allow a steep downturn, they were 
ready and willing to invest in new 
technology and increased produc-
tive capacity. The economy grew 
faster (and more equitably) than 
it ever has before or since.

 During the 1960s, Keynesian 
economists thought they could 
“fine tune” the economy, using 
Philips curve trade offs between 
inflation and unemployment. 
Stagflation in the 1970s shattered 
that optimism. Inflation went up 
but so did unemployment. New 
Classical economists decided in 
the long run, Keynesian stimulus 
couldn’t increase GDP, it could only 
accelerate inflation. Keynesianism 
stopped being cool. People would 
“snicker” whenever Keynesian 
concepts were mentioned.

 In policy circles, Keynesians 
were replaced by monetarists, 
acolytes of Milton “Inflation is 
always and everywhere a mon-
etary phenomenon” Friedman. 
Volcker in America and Thatcher 
in Britain decided the only way to 
stomp out inflationary expecta-
tions was to cut the money supply. 
This, despite their best efforts, they 

were unable to do. Controlling 
the money supply proved almost 
impossible but monetarism gave 
Volcker and Thatcher the cover 
to manufacture the deepest reces-
sion since the Great Depression.

 By raising interest rates until 
the economy screamed Volcker 
and Thatcher crushed investment 
and allowed unemployment to 
rise to levels unthinkable just a 
few years before. Businessmen, 
union leaders, and politicians 
pleaded for a rate cut but the 
central bankers were implacable. 
Ending inflationary expectations 
was worth the cost, they insisted. 
Volcker and Thatcher succeed in 
crushing inflation, not by cutting 
the money supply, but rather with 
an old fashioned Phillips curve 
trade off. Workers who fear for 
their jobs don’t ask for cost of living 
increases. Inflation was history.

 The Federal Funds Rate hit 
20% in 1980. Now even after a 
few hikes, it is barely over 1%. The 
story of the past 30 years is of the 
most stimulative monetary policy 
in history. Anytime the economy 
stumbled, interest rate cuts were 
the automatic response. Other 
than military Keynesianism and 
tax cuts, fiscal policy was relegated 
to the ash heap of history. Reagan 
of course combined tax cuts with 
increased military spending but 
traditional peacetime infrastruc-
ture stimulus was tainted by the 
1970s stagflation and for policy-
makers remained beyond the pale.

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
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     Cell:   07066375847.
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T
he easiest way to return 
to Golden Age tranquility 
and equality is to empow-
er fiscal policy. During the 

post war Golden Age, from 1950 
to 1973, US median real wages 
more than doubled. Today, they 
are lower than they were when 
Jimmy Carter was President. If 
you want an explanation why 
Americans are pessimistic about 
their future, that is as good a 
reason as any. A recent article, 
examines the various causes of 
the slide in labor’s share of national 
income and finds most explana-
tions wanting. With a blind spot 
common amongst economists he 
doesn’t even investigate the most 
obvious: politics.

From the end of World War II, 
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When SON re-certifies BAT’s 
quality standard process

Q
uality standards by 
any organisation 
simply means that 
such organisation is 
operating at  high-

est ethics of corporate conduct 
and transparency which ben-
efits stakeholders such as gov-
ernment, staff, consumers and 
community.

Like Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility, CSR, the adoption 
of quality management system 
should be an integral part of or-
ganisation’s operations (FMCG’s, 
automobiles, electronics, tex-
tiles and others) that ensures a 
company consistently provides 
products and services that meet 
requirements.

Experts say that “Quality is 
not just about profits and loss…
It’s about safety, delivering on a 
promise and meeting the very 
basics of customer expectations” 
However, “ by meeting qual-
ity standards, companies often 
reap better profits and reduce 
losses. Those that exceed qual-
ity standards stand out above 
their competitors and further 
their potential for profit and 
consumer loyalty”.

It is true that some organisa-
tions struggle with the concept, 
adoption and process of quality 
standards in their operations, 
because, according to experts, 
they view it as a complex system 
but to British American Tobacco, 
BAT management in Nigeria, 
the understanding of the con-
cept and adoption, informed by 
commitment  is integrated in its 
system.

The continuous embrace 
of quality standards by BAT, 
recently earned it Standard 
Organisation of Nigeria, SON’s 
re-certification of conformity to 
the requirements of ISO 9001: 
2015 Quality Management Sys-
tem standard. Ordinarily, ISO 
standards, especially the Quality 
Management Standards enable 
businesses to plan future growth 
around meeting customer ex-
pectations, enable transparency 
about products and best prac-
tices for limiting their impacts.

Over time, BAT has con-
sistently been certified. After 
commissioning its factory in 
Ibadan in 2003, the factory was 
certified ISO 900:2000 by SON 
in May, 2005. This followed with 
successful re-certification in Feb-
ruary 2009.  With implementa-
tion of requirements of NIS ISO 
9001:2015 standards targeted 

towards consistent quality prod-
ucts and service delivery around 
supply chain, the company again 
sought for certification to latest 
ISO 9001:2015 standard.  The 
system was subjected to re-
certification Transition assess-
ment by SON’s auditors and at 
the end of the assessment, the 
system was adjudged to have 
conformed to the requirements 
of the international standard.

The re-certification of the 17-
year old organisation in Nigeria 
therefore underscores the steps 
the BAT is taking in improving 
the tobacco sector by putting in 
place a quality management sys-
tem that demonstrates its adher-
ence to statutory and regulatory 
requirements in Nigeria.

“The ISO 9001:2015  Quality 
Management System approach 
now provides you a robust, glob-
ally recognised and acceptable 
solution to address the challeng-
es associated with consistently 
meeting business and regulatory 
requirements”, Oluremi Ayeni, 
who represented director gen-
eral of the SON, Osita Aboloma 
told management of BAT while 
handing over the certificate to 
the company.

She further clarified that the 
certification is a demonstration 
of the company’s management 
system’s conformity to inter-
nationally acceptable standard 
and the ability of BAT Nigeria 

to align to best practices. “It also 
ensures that you consistently 
provide products and services 
that meet requirements while 
managing the internal and ex-
ternal issues and addressing the 
risks and opportunities associ-
ated with tobacco and cigarette 
sector”

With this achievement, BAT 
has retained its spot among 
a privileged class of quality 
management system certified 
organisations in Nigeria. “This 
milestone achievement in the 
pursuit of quality product and 
service delivery is commend-
able and worthy of emulation”, 
Ayeni said.

Ayeni however advised BAT 
which invested $150 million 
for state-of-the-art factory in 
Ibadan, Oyo State that the quest 
for excellence is unending be-
cause, “quality is a moving target. 
As the dynamics in the business 
environment changes, I am 
optimistic that the system you 
have established will enable 
your business to adjust as neces-
sary. Our challenge to you is to 
ensure that the system remains 
effective and up to date to reap 
the benefits of ISO approach to 
Quality management.

Noting that  SON has a pro-
cess of receiving information 
from BAT customers on the per-
formance of its system to ensure 
that the company is living up to 

its expectations, Ayeni said BAT 
system is however placed on an-
nual surveillance audit to track 
effectiveness.

“In the course of the audit ex-
ercises, where non-compliances 
are observed and are corrected 
within specified timeframe, the 
system will retain the certificate. 
However, the certificate will be 
withdrawn, if the structures 
in place for certification breaks 
down and necessary correc-
tive actions are not taken on 
observed non-compliance”, she 
warned.

Accepting the certificate, 
Charles Kyalo, Area Opera-
tions Director of BAT West 
Africa, thanked the manage-
ment of SON for presenting 
the prestigious certificate to 
the company.

“It is a great honour for BAT 
Nigeria to be considered wor-
thy to be presented with this 
certificate and I believe this 
certification demonstrates our 
continuous effort to ensure that 
the best quality products are 
produced in our factory and 
buttresses the fact that we are a 
company that consistently com-
plies with industry regulations 
as provided by the authorities”.  
He also appreciated BAT team 
for the endless effort at ensuring 
that meeting quality standards 
remains the company’s watch-
word.

On what the re-certification 
means to BAT, Charles who 
believed that quality is a com-
petitive advantage said the re-
certification “is a re-validation 
of our quality processes. All the 
way from top management, we 
are committed to quality. This 
means that our customers could 
actually have confidence in the 
products from our plants. These 
products are exported to 14 
countries in W/Africa. It is also 
important for our customers to 
know that such factory where 
the product is coming from 
complies with the highest inter-
national standard of quality. It is 
important to BAT Nigeria”.

It is said that the ISO certi-
fication is a voluntary scheme 
but requires commitment. The 
process requires an average em-
ployee to be aware of standards 
that the company is in business 
to remain and thrive.

Today, according to Ayeni, a 
number of companies have done 
their transition while others are 
in the process. But, the important 
thing is that by September 2018, 
whatever ISO 9001 certification 
a company has, must be refer-
enced to 2015 version. This is 
because new things are incorpo-
rated. “In the time past, we talked 
of preventive action, taking cor-
rections. We have moved from 
that to risk management.”

Ayeni confirmed that among 
the food related industries, over 
50 % of them have done the tran-
sitioning which makes business 
sense. “Any CEO can go on leave 
with assurance that the staffs 
understand standards and are 
complying to it. This means get-
ting the system on auto- pilot. 
Whether compliance would 
continue to be voluntary, we 
are looking at the time, when 
most business would take it 
as a bridge to competitiveness 
without being compelled. It is an 
international concept. It is not a 
fiat process but imbedded in the 
system”. 

The re-certification of BAT 
quality management system 
which indicates trust of qual-
ity product and process is com-
mendable. This is as the com-
pany has equally embarked on 
sustainability agenda which 
comprises harm reduction, sus-
tainable agriculture and corpo-
rate behaviour. As said by Ayeni 
of SON, the re-certification is 
worthy of emulation by many 
other companies.

Standard Organisation of Nigeria, SON recently presented quality standard latest ISO 9001:2015 certificate to the British 
American Tobacco, BAT Nigeria. Daniel Obi assesses the significance of this certification across product and service providers.

L-R: Toyin Idowu, coordinator of the Standards Organisation of Nigeria (SON), Oyo State Office; Charles Kyalo, Area operations 
director, British American Tobacco Nigeria (BATN), West Africa; Oluremi Ayeni, director of management system certification, 
SON, and Sonny Ngwobia, area head of products and quality, BATN, at the unveiling of SON’s NIS ISO 9001:2015 plaque after 
the presentation of the Quality Management System certificate to BATN at the company’s factory in Ibadan, Oyo State, recently.
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Bonnke’s farewell crusade: 
The night Lagos got lit for Christ

T
he Berger end of 
the Lagos-Ibadan Ex-
pressway is no doubt 
a busy road for both 
human and vehicu-

lar movement because of its stra-
tegic place in trade facilitation 
across Nigeria from the Lagos 
port linking all other states in 
Nigeria.

However, there was an ex-
ceptional traffic on that end of 
the road last week, especially 
on Sunday, November 12. It was 
the Farewell Gospel Crusade 
organized by Christ for all Na-
tions (CfaN) for the German-born 
evangelist, Reinhard Bonnke, at 
Sparklight Estate, opposite OPIC 
plaza, Lagos.

The farewell crusade which 
started on Wednesday was 
rounded off on Sunday. How-
ever,  the night  witness e d 
something spectacular as the 
entire crowd lit the night for 
Christ with torchlight from 
their mobile phones, a moment 
that created an extraordinary 
atmosphere that suggested that 
by uniting in faith, Christians 
and Christendom can depopu-
late the kingdom of darkness 
for Christ.

That atmosphere was also 
supported by soul-lifting songs 
from the mass choir, as well as 
from gospel music maestros Kun-
le Ajayi and Nathaniel Bassey 
who led the participants in 
praise and worship. In the words 
of Daniel Kolenda, the lead evan-
gelist for CfaN who took over the 
leadership of the ministry from 
Reinhard Bonnke, the act was to 
light up the kingdom of darkness 
for Christ.

“If you have a mobile phone, 
bring it out and put on the torch-
light to light up the kingdom 
of darkness for the Kingdom 
of Christ,” Kolenda said to the 
participants.

Bonnke, in what appears to 
be his last message on a crusade 
ground in Nigeria and by exten-
sion Africa, took some time to 
pray for the nation as he proph-
esied taking his text from the 
book of Luke 20.

Bonnke spoke about the “Im-
age of God” and, according to 
him, the devil hates the image 
of God in mankind, that is why 
he hates humanity and cannot 
stand humans bearing the im-
age of God.

At the cross, Jesus paid the 
price and won the victory, and 
therefore the age of salvation 

started at the cross where Jesus 
was nailed. With His blood, he 
opened the prison doors and set 
mankind free from the bondage 
of sin, brining humanity into 
the kingdom of God because we 
are created in the image of God, 
Bonnke said.    

Prophecy for Nigeria
In his sermon, Reinhard 

Bonnke assured Nigerians of 
God-fearing leaders and more 
Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) 
into the country as he prayed 
against every spirit of poverty 
and corruption in Nigeria.  

The prophetic ministration by 
Bonnke left nothing absolutely 
untouched, as he ministered 
against joblessness among the 
youths with an assurance that 
Jesus has the capacity to carry 
our burden of vices and give 
Nigerians a better life, free from 
penury.

“Poverty is pain and I pray 
that God will crush poverty out 
of Nigeria, the jobless youths will 
gain employment and families 
will eat in plenty,” he prayed.

Nigerians only need to put 
their trust in the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob to expe-
rience God’s transformation 
power over the land, he said.  

“Nigeria will soon be free 
from every form of destruction 
and corruption. When we send 
the devil out, Jesus will come in. 
If Jesus could have compassion 
on the pain of the sick, he will 
have compassion on the pain 
of the poor and take Nigerians 
out of poverty,” Bonnke told the 
participants.

“I see so much suffering, drug 
addiction, adultery, immorality, 

and idol worship which many 
people go through in the hands 
of the devil,” he said.

He stressed that no individ-
ual, communities or nation can 
survive the onslaught of the 
devil without accepting Jesus 
into their lives.

Bonnke also prayed for Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari and 
Vice President Yemi Osibanjo for 
God’s divine wisdom upon their 
lives as they direct the affairs of 
Nigeria, even as he also prayed 
for the stability of the country.

“I pray that God will keep 
the borders of the nation, there 
will be peace inside Nigeria and 
devil, the destroyer, will be put 
to shame over the nation,” he 
prophesied.

In bringing the night to an 
end, Bonnke said that the river of 
living waters would flow across 
Lagos and God would thrash all 
the powers of the devil chal-
lenging the state’s progress. He 
expressed optimism of a greater 
Nigeria emerging out of the cur-
rent trying times.

Charge to parents
The family as the smallest 

unit of the society holds the key 
to changing the perspective and 
worldview of any society. This 
informed Reinhard Bonnke’s 
charge to parents to live by 
example and never allow their 
children follow in the footsteps 
of sin because whatever parents 
do in life would either lead their 
children to heaven or hell. 

The bible speaks about the 
prodigal son who, after col-
lecting a portion of his inheri-
tance from his father, travelled 
abroad to waste the resources. 

The world is replete with prod-
igal parents today who live 
a life of waste and would do 
nothing but lead their children 
astray after their footsteps, 
Bonnke said. 

He cited the example of a man 
in Lesotho who was a drunkard 
but unknown to him, his little 
boy followed him to his drinking 
joint. He was amazed when he 
saw the boy there and wondered 
how the boy got to know the 
joint. According to Bonnke, the 
father asked the boy how he got 
to know and the boy replied that 
he followed the footsteps of his 
father. It was easy to trace the 
man’s steps because it rained 
the night before, and all the child 
needed to do was put his legs in 
the footsteps of his father.

“We do not only have prodi-
gal sons, we also have prodigal 
parents. Make sure that your 
children do not follow you to 
where you sin. If you are on 
your way to heaven, your chil-
dren will follow your footsteps,” 
Bonnke admonished parents.  

He asked parents to, there-
fore, show leadership to their 
children and ensure a peaceful 
home. When parents allow Jesus 
to take the driver’s seat in the 
family, he said, they inevitably 
would lead their children to 
Christ and the children in return 
would follow suit.

Manifestation of God’s glory 
The moment of the manifes-

tation of God’s glory and power 
at the Reinhard Bonnke Fare-
well Gospel Crusade climaxed 
with several individuals with 
occultic powers and charms 
surrendering their weapons by 

giving their lives to Christ, while 
the surrendered weapons and 
charms were set ablaze on the 
final night of the crusade.  

Two drums were strategi-
cally positioned in front of the 
podiums for people to drop their 
occultic items and charms in 
repentance as they totally sur-
rendered and accepted Jesus as 
Lord and Saviour. These items 
surrendered were thereafter 
set ablaze by officials of CfaN 
as the participants rejoiced and 
praised God.

“A lot of p eople brought 
witchcraft items. They said 
they have received Jesus into 
their lives. They would never 
go back to their manmade 
gods,” John Dakur, the African 
director of CfaN, said in his 
remarks before the items were 
set ablaze.

Several of the participants 
testified to the wonders of God’s 
power through the various 
miracles they received, which 
confirmed the words of Bonnke 
that Jesus is the only remedy to 
the distractions of the devil as 
he (Jesus) protects his own (the 
saints) from the devil.

Some of testimonies included 
a priest who testified of how he 
was able to graduate after years 
of academic stagnancy while 
others testified of receiving 
healing from ulcer, sickle cell 
anaemia, lump in the breast, 
childlessness. Some others who 
could not share their testimo-
nies due to time constraint were 
asked to go share their testimo-
nies in their local churches by 
Daniel Kolenda who anchored 
the testimony session.
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The Art of Collecting: The intersection 
between design, architecture, art

New book documents contribution of women 
in shaping Nigeria’s film industry

Art is trending in Africa’s 
largest economy, with 
Lagos fast becoming a 

hub for art, architecture, design 
and innovation. On the heels 
of Art X Lagos, West Africa’s 
premiere art fair, which re-
corded over 9,000 visitors at 
the beginning of November, 
the African Culture and De-
sign Festival (ACDF) opened 
last week, attracting delegates 
from over 100 countries to 
discuss how world class design 
can positively impact human 
development and ensure social 
progress.

The African Culture and De-
sign Festival, which presented 
specially curated pavilions on 
contemporary and traditional 
art & design, partnered with 
the Wheatbaker boutique ho-
tel to host a special Art of Col-
lecting event on November 11, 
2017. Okechukwu Enelamah, 
Nigeria’s minister for Industry, 
Trade & Investment, spoke 
at the event highlighting the 
importance of the creative 
industry in strengthening Ni-
geria’s economy. “ The future 
is bright. Numbers do not lie 
and (recent market) figures tell 
the story of an industry that 
is evolving from a marginal 
to a sizeable segment of the 
economy,” he said.

The evening’s highlight was 
a panel discussion by seasoned 
Nigerian and international col-
lectors, sharing lessons learned 
on building private and corpo-

Ladies calling the shot” an 
undeniably informative 
and educational piece 

written by Niran Adedokun, 
a public relations practitioner, 
lawyer and a writer,  is a reveal-
ing priceless documentation on 
the contribution of women to 
the shaping and framing of the 
Nigerian film.

The book also draws critical 
attention to the role of female 
directors in Nollywood, admi-
rably.

Speaking during the launch 
of the book at the Nigerian 
Institute of International Af-
fairs Lagos, Steve Ayorinde, 
Lagos State commissioner for 
Information and Strategy, who 
represented Akinwunmi Am-
bode, Lagos State governor, 
said during his speech that the 
book showcases the female 
ambition; it tells tales of ad-

creativity in Nigeria, and pro-
vide an important platform for 
art and innovation.”

The event was sponsored by 
the German wine brand, Louis 
Guntrum, and Sterling Bank, 
which has invested in yearly 
art competitions, including this 
year’s RecycleArt Initiative, 
which will announce its win-
ners this week.

“Sterling Bank is commit-
ted to supporting art in Africa 
to strengthen our economy 
and social development,” said 
Henry Bassey, the bank’s chief 
marketing officer, who has 
used art to further cultural 
development over the past 20 
years in Nigeria, South Africa 
and the UK.

The exhibition continues 
until the end of November, 
2017.

rate art collections. Among the 
panelists was Femi Akinsanya, 
who has built a museum qual-
ity collection of traditional 
African Art; he spoke along-
side author and art critic, Jess 
Castellote, who just published 
“Collecting Art: A Handbook” 
and Professor Ebun Clark, who 
was the first director of the 
University of Lagos Faculty of 
Arts. The panel was moderated 
by Papa Omotayo, founder 
of A Whitespace Creative 
Agency, who is fast becoming 
a leading contemporary urban 
design activist.

A pioneer in strategically 
combining art & hospitality, 
The Wheatbaker opened its 
permanent art collection to the 
public for the first time, show-
casing 30 exceptional paint-
ings, sculptures and mixed 
media works by leading and 
emerging artists. The works 
range from contemporary 
masters Billy Omabegho, Tayo 
Adenaike and Obiora Ani-
di, to award winning artists, 
Olu Amoda and Peju Alatise, 
who represented Nigeria at 
this year’s Venice Biennale to 
much acclaim.

“We have always seen art as 
an integral part of our corpo-
rate DNA, allowing our guests 
to find solace and inspiration 
from what is displayed on our 
walls,” said Mosun Ogunbanjo, 
director of the Wheatbaker, 
which has hosted 22 curated 
shows in only six years of its 

Arts

existence. “Before we com-
pleted the hotel, we had set 
aside significant resources for 
art, and continue to invest 
in providing an important 
regular platform for local and 
international artists through 
our quarterly exhibitions.”

“The big picture as far as 
art and design is concerned 
is that it draws from ideals 
that are traditional, and also 
shows influences that depict 
an intercultural undertone,” 
explained Titi Ogufere, presi-
dent of the Interior Design 
Association of Nigeria (IDAN), 
who was influential in bring-
ing leading thought leaders to 
speak at the Festival, including 
Sir David Adjaye, Africa’s most 
celebrated architect.

“The ACDF brought togeth-
er renowned African curators, 

artists, and collectors from 
some of the top cultural insti-
tutions in Nigeria to showcase 
traditional, modern and con-
temporary African art, design 
and film for a world audience,” 
said Sebastiano Raneri,  presi-
dent, International Federation 
of Interior Architects & Design-
ers (IFI), acknowledging the 
importance of Nigeria hosting 
the IFI’sglobal congress on the 
continent.

“Tonight is about the vital 
intersection between culture, 
design and art for our human 
development,” explained San-
dra Mbanefo Obiago, founder 
of SMO Contemporary Art, 
who has curated the Wheat-
baker art events since incep-
tion. “We are delighted that 
many hotels are now using art 
and hospitality to strengthen 

become one of Nigeria’s most 
potent tools,”Ayorinde said.

“This book ranges from tales 
of Lola Fani-Kayode’s pioneer-
ing works to Amaka Igwe’s 
bold narratives on television 
and the big screen, and from 
Mildred Okwo to Tope Oshin, 
among several others. Read-

acknowledging the women 
directors who call the shots in 
a resurgent Nollywood,” Us-
man said.

Lola Fani Kayode, writer of 
Mirror in the Sun, the popular 
soap opera, which grabbed the 
attention of Nigerians in the 
late 1990s and the late  Amaka 
Igwe, late movie producer and 
director, lead the pack of 17 
women whose profile are con-
tained  in ‘Ladies Calling the 
Shots’, a book on female film 
directors in Nigeria.

Apart from Fani-Kayode and 
Igwe, other female directors 
in the book include Mildred 
Okwo, Pat Oghre Imobhio, Tope 
Oshin, Blessing Egbe, Stepha-
nie Linus, Grace Edwin-Okon, 
OLA Selhurst, Belinda Yanga-
Agedah, Adeola Osunkojo, 
Ema Edosio, Remi Vaughan-
Richards, Ronke Macaulay, 
Funke Fayoyin and Vanessa 
Nzediegwu and Omoni Oboli. 

ers will find this collection as 
inspiring as they will find it 
instructive,” he added.

Hadiza Bala Usman, man-
aging director of the Nigerian 
Ports Authority also opined 
that “ladies calling the shots” 
encourages and guides women 
who have passion for filmmak-
ing and any area of industry, 
to strive to make an impact as 
they pursue their dreams. It 
should also encourage us as a 
people to understand the spe-
cial endowment of the woman 
to make most of anything 
placed in her hands.

Usman noted that the book 
focuses on this unique set of 
creative but his spotlight rests 
on an often ignored segment 
-Female directors.

“The history of Nollywood 
directors is masculine fla-
voured but with this book, he 
attempts to rewrite the script 
by privileging a minority and 
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versities, chronicles of failures 
and successes, and also creative 
imagination.

“The book tells testimony 
about women who stood up to 
be counted behind the camera 
and succeeded in using their 
lenses to define the tragedy of a 
home-grown industry that has 

IFEOMA OKEKE
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Bola BamigBola, osogBo.

W
h e n  p o t e n -
tials of tour-
ist  s ites  lo-
cated in Osun 
State is prop-

erly harnessed, both Osun and 
the entire country will earn 
foreign exchange from tourists 
that will flock the sites.

This view was expressed by 
a team from National Institute 
for Policy and Strategic Studies 
(NIPSS), Kuru, Jos, after visiting 
major tourist sites in the states.

According to the institute, 
Osun has more than 12 interna-
tionally known tourist centres, 
which could be used to build 
the state’s economy and impact 
on the country’s economy as 
well.

The NIPSS team was sent to 
the state to inspect and there-
after develop a strategy frame-
work for the transformation 
of the state into a top tourism 
destination in Africa.

The sites the team visited 
include; the Oluminrin Water-
fall at Erin-Ijesa, Kiriji War Site 

NIPSS embarks on inspection of Osun tourist sites
at Imesi-Ile and Ayinkunnugba 
Waterfalls at Oke-Ila.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after a two visit to some 
major Osun tourist centres, 
the leader of the team, Asipita 
Umar, said: “We are here to form 
a corporation with the state 
government on ways and means 
to improve the natural tourist 
attractions in the state.

“Osun State is blessed with 
more than a dozen of world 
recognized tourist centres and 
sites. But the government has 
not taken the full advantage 
of the potentials in terms of 
economic activities, cultural 
promotion that the tourism sites 
could offer.

“The National Institute for 
Policy and Strategic Studies is 
the apex Nigerian institution 
that concentrates on analyz-
ing and looking at policy and 
strategy with relation to critical 
development issues in Nigeria. 
Tourism is the second largest 
contributor to global GDP and 
the second largest employer of 
labour worldwide.

“If Osun State has these po-

tential and we are not exploring 
them to highest possibilities, 
and giving the current trend of 
diversifying the economy, we 
have to start looking at areas 
that have potentials for gen-
erating employment, foreign 
exchange earnings and many 
other things.

“Also, culture is the people, 
the more you can promote 
your culture it gives you com-
parative advantage in terms of 
interaction with other people 
of the world. Our purpose here 
is mainly explorative, after this 
we will sit down, have a discus-
sion and come up with what we 

ART X Lagos exceeded the 
typically high expectations 
of Lagos’ high heeled with 

the delivery of the year’s swankiest 
after-party by Voltaire Arts Club. 

Voltaire, a member-only arts 
club, curated a fitting after party 
inspired by the theme ‘Industrial 
Art Rave’. Supported by celebrated 
photographer, Logor Olumuyiwa, 
the VIP After-Party brought Lagos’ 
social and cultural elites out to a 
night of sheer indulgence. 

With candle-light competing 
with strobe lighting to create a psy-
chedelic effect, entranced guests 
were ushered unto a dance floor 
that overlooks the Atlantic Ocean, 
as Absolut indulged guests in a 
delightful assortment of inspired 

can do together to attract proper 
investment to develop these 
sites to world class”.

Ac c ording to him, NIPSS 
would design a strategic policy 
framework for the federal gov-
ernment for the development of 
tourism in Osun and other parts 
of the country.

cocktails and carefully crafted 
canapés by Chef Benedict.  

The collaboration with ART X 
Lagos is the latest in a series of per-
fectly curated experiences. Estab-
lished as a hub for creatives from 
sectors as diverse as art, design, 
fashion, film, history, spoken word, 
music, performance, photography, 
and theatre to name a few, Voltaire 
recognises Art X Lagos as a wor-
thy platform for art enthusiasts 
from across the continent to come 
together to meet, exchange ideas, 
dine and participate in inspiring 
events.  The VIP After Party is 
one further attempt by Voltaire 
to claim its place at the heart of 
the contemporary cultural scene 
in West Africa. 

4 winners emerge in ReCylArt 
competition, win N1m each

Voltaire hosts the aRT X 
lagos ViP after-party

Four finalists have emerged 
from maiden edition of Re-
CyclArt competition organ-

ised by Sterling Bank Plc, your 
one-customer bank, to empower 
young artists and emerging tal-
ents nationally to use recycled 
and discarded waste materials as 
medium for public art creation.

The four winners emerged at 
the grand finale conference held 
at the British Council in Lagos 
last Thursday. The finalists are: 
Ifedilichukwu Chibuike who won 
from the Abuja zone with the en-
try- Devolution of Power; Samson 
Ogundeji from Ogun zone with 
the entry, Egungun; Udeh Charles 
from Rivers zone with the entry 
- Soiled Soil and Dudu Emmanuel 
from Lagos zone with the entry: 
Undressed Identity.

They were presented with 
cheques of N1 million each but 
Dudu Emmanuel who was not 
present at the venue was reached 
by phone by the organisers and 
he expressed excitement when 
he was told that he was one of 
the finalists.

One of the winners, Ifedili-
chukwu Chibuike, an indigene of 
Enugu State, said, “This is the first 
time I am winning an award for 
creating a work of art. I am happy 
and overwhelmed. My name as 
an artist is being defined today 
by this award.”

On what he would do with the 
prize money, he said he would use 
part of it to scale up the gigantic 
part of the winning art work, 
open a studio and a gallery and 
be involved in the production 

of art works. He also promised 
to promote fine art in secondary 
schools.

Henry Bassey, chief marketing 
officer, Sterling Bank, said ReCyc-
lArt was initiated by the bank 
to inspire a new generation of 
Nigerian artists and the art genre.

“It is about using the power 
of arts to awaken the citizenry 
to the need for a change of at-
titude in how they relate to the 
environment and rethink how 
items that should be recycled can 
be disposed in a creative manner,” 
Bassey said.

He said the response to calls 
for entries through social media, 
newspapers and television was 
remarkable with about 630 en-
tries received across the country, 
adding that the esteemed panel 
of judges shortlisted 16 finalists 
from the 630 entries received on 

transforming old and reusable 
objects into amazing pieces of con-
temporary art for public spaces.

The top 16 finalists created 
miniatures versions of their pro-
posed works, which was submit-
ted for exhibition during the 
recently held African Culture and 
Design Festival (ACDF), which 
had architects, designers and art 
connoisseurs from about 100 
countries in attendance. The 
savvy audience and the panel of 
judges appraised these works.

Bassey said each of the four 
winners would have a solo instal-
lation/exhibition in his community 
park or space within his geographi-
cal zone, courtesy of the bank.

“Their eco-friendly art forms 
will advocate the cause of the 
environment by inspiring the 
masses to reuse and repurpose 
waste, which will in turn reduce 
our environmental challenges,” 
Bassey said.

He commended the judges 
who looked for ingenuity and 
ability to create an original piece 
of art from repurposed materials.

The judges were: Olu Amoda, 
a sculptor, who also chaired the 
panel; Ndidi Dike, who was de-
scribed as an incredible visual 
artist and Rom Isichei, a renowned 
visual artist.

The event was also attended 
by senior officials of the bank that 
included Adegboyega Adegun, 
general manager, Corporate Bank-
ing; Sandra Obiago, art collector 
& gallerist; Anike Ali-Hakeem of 
the British Council and Wunika 
Mukan of Pacers.
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A 
s e l e c t  n u mb e r 
of movie fans, ce-
lebrities and jour-
nalists gathered at 
the Genesis Deluxe 

Cinemas in Lekki, Lagos, as they 
were treated to an M-Net Mov-
ies Night Out with the exclusive 
pre-screening of the highly an-
ticipated superhero flick, Justice 
League. The exclusive screening 
comes before the blockbuster 
movie hits cinemas worldwide 
on Friday November, 17 2017.

Speaking at the event, Mar-
tin Mabutho, general manager, 
marketing for MultiChoice Ni-
geria, said: “MultiChoice re-
mains the leading provider of 
entertainment in Nigeria and 
our M-Net channels remain 
the only option for lovers of 
blockbuster movie titles and ex-
clusive drama series. It is in line 
with this that for the first time 
in Nigeria, we are pre-screening 
one of the world’s most antici-
pated titles, days before it hits 
cinemas worldwide.”

Justice League follows the 
events of the 2016 blockbuster, 

MultiChoice treats fans to exclusive pre-screening of Justice League
…screening comes two days before movie’s global cinematic release

L-R: Caroline Oghuma, public relations manager, MultiChoice Nigeria; Jon Ogah, ex-housemate, Big Brother Naija; Timi Dakolo, The Voice 
Nigeria judge; Kemi Omotosho, head of Retention, MultiChoice Nigeria and Chike-Ezekpeazu Osebuka, during the DStv exclusive pre-
screening of MNet Movie Justice League held at Genesis Deluxe Cinemas recently 

After a successful pre-
production stage, Cut 24 
Productions, producer 

of ‘Gidi Blues’, one of the biggest 
movies in Nollywood, is wrap-
ping up work on The Eve; its new 
production.

The new movie, which prom-
ises wonderful excitement for 
lovers of Nollywood is set for 
its post production and will hit 
cinemas in 2018.

Directed by Tosin Igho, a tal-
ented filmmaker/music video di-
rector, and produced by Hauwa 
Allahbura, “The Eve” movie fol-
lows the story of a young man 
named Funsho who is about to 
marry his longtime girlfriend 
Yewande in two days but when 
his identity is mistaken as a 
single friend by Alero, they both 
share something real, eventually 
she discovers he is engaged and 
Yewande discovers his acts with 
Alero. Funsho is left to face the 
consequences of his actions.

Speaking on the challenges 
he faced during the shooting, 

the director said, “Everything 
wouldn’t have turned out well 
if we didn’t face challenges. We 
probably would have not made 
something big however; chal-
lenges arise to make us stronger 
which I think happened to us. 
We are coming out strong in 
2018”.

One of the casts of the movie, 
Meg Otanwa, shared that mak-
ing a movie such as “The Eve” 
is an experience she would 
never let go. “I totally enjoyed 
every bit of making this magic. 
The Eve movie challenges you 
intellectually, physically and 
morally. Making this movie is 
an experience I will definitely 
never let go”.

‘The Eve’ movie stars talented 
actors such as Beverly Naya, 
John Okafor, Ronke Oshodi Oke, 
Meg Otanwa, Toni Tones, Ronke 
Odusanya, Kunle Remi, Adeolu 
Adeferasin, Mawuli Gavor and 
more.

‘The Eve’ movie will be out in 
cinemas come 2018.      

league of heroes -- Batman, 
Wonder Woman, Aquaman, 
Cyborg and the Flash - it may 
be too late to save the planet 
from an assault of catastrophic 
proportions.

Speaking further on the pre-
screening, the Regional Direc-
tor, M-Net West Africa, Wangi 
Mba-Uzoukwu said: “Without 
a doubt, movie lovers across the 
continent recognize that the 
M-Net channels are synony-
mous with the best local and 
international entertainment 
content. For the first time, lov-
ers and fans of big budget comic 
book adaptations can enjoy a 
blockbuster movie in Nigeria 
days before the movie hits cin-
emas globally. This exclusive 
pre-screening not only puts 
Nigeria once again on the global 
map of blockbuster movie ap-
preciation, but also reinforces 
MultiChoice’s position as the 
undisputed leader of all things 
entertainment.”

Justice League premieres in 
cinemas from Friday November 
17, 2017.

Virgin Atlantic’s “Business is an Adventure” event debuts in Africa 
...Sir Richard Branson joined a panel of inspiring African business leaders and rising stars  

‘The Eve’ sets for cinema run in 2018

On Friday November 10, 
2017, Sir Richard Branson 
joined a panel of inspir-

ing business leaders and rising 
stars from across South Africa 
and Nigeria for Virgin Atlantic’s 
“Business is an adventure” event 
at Future Space, Johannesburg.

Hot off the heels of events 
across North America the “Busi-
ness is an adventure” series touch-
es down in South Africa for the 
first time to shine a spotlight on 
Africa’s talent.  The inspiring 
event brings together masters 
and mavericks of business for 
lively debates, and showcases as-
piring entrepreneurs with global 
potential.

Sir Richard Branson, founder, 
Virgin Atlantic and Virgin Group, 
said: “Virgin Atlantic began as a 
disruptor in the aviation indus-
try and we’ve long supported 
likeminded game changers who 
aren’t afraid to dream bigger, 
reach higher and fly in the face of 
naysayers. We hope to bolster the 
entrepreneurial spirit that lives 
within Africa’s business leaders 
and support them on their next 
big adventures.” 

Branson, who disrupted the 
aviation industry over 33 years 
ago with the launch of Virgin 
Atlantic, was joined by a panel of 
leaders who have played a pivotal 
role in changing their respective 
industries: Adrian Gore, founder 
& CEO, Discovery Group; Caspar 

Lee, social media icon and co-
founder, Influencer; and Sophia 
Ike-Onu, founder & CEO, The5k-
Shop.com.

The stylish and glamourous 
Sophia Ike-Onu was also a first 
place winner in the competition. 
Sophia is an architect by trade 
who founded The5kshop.com, 
which is the primary shopping 
destination for quality fashion 
pieces priced below N5,000. Her 
foray into business extends be-
yond The5kshop into other in-
terests in food services, real estate 
and transportation. Sophia and Sir 
Richard Branson shared the stage 
and discussed start-up businesses 
in Nigeria and how Sophia is mak-
ing a success of The 5K shop.

Liezl Gericke, head, Middle 
East and Africa, Virgin Atlantic, 
said: “We’re thrilled to have such 
innovative and fearless business 
people join us in Johannesburg, 
a city recognised as a power-

house of innovation, progressive 
thinking, and entrepreneurship 
in Africa.

“Our flights allow thousands 
of people across South Africa and 
Nigeria to make their business an 
adventure every day, and we’re 
proud to celebrate that by bring-
ing together local visionaries and 
leading figures to help more busi-
nesses take off. Virgin Atlantics 
ambition is to be the airline most 
loved by our customers by always 
putting them at the centre of ev-
erything we do. We will achieve 
this by investing in our customers, 
our people, the latest technology, 
and a £300 million investment in 
customer experience. We are the 
first European airline to have a 
fully enables fleet and have just 
invested in new A350-1000’s, 
by 2019 we will have an average 
fleet age of 5 and a half years, the 
youngest average fleet age in the 
sky”. 

Batman VS Superman: Dawn of 
Justice. Fueled by his restored 
faith in humanity and inspired 
by Superman’s selfless act, 

Bruce Wayne enlists newfound 
ally Diana Prince to face an 
even greater threat. Together, 
Batman and Wonder Woman 

work quickly to recruit a team 
to stand against this newly 
awakened enemy. Despite the 
formation of an unprecedented 
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Adegoke Adelabu… political petrel, 
originator of ‘Penkelemesi’
SIAKA MOMOH

I
t was clear right from the beginning 
that he would be a leader of note. He 
was spotted early enough, thanks 
to his endearing academic traits. 
Gbadamoshi Adegoke Adelabu (Sep-

tember 3, 1915-March 5, 1958) attended 
Government College, Ibadan where he 
completed his secondary education as the 
head boy of the school. In 1936, he passed 
the entrance examination into Yaba 
Higher College and he won a scholarship 
from UAC to study commerce at the col-
lege. After six months, he left the college 
with his scholarship unused.

 He was offered employment by UAC 
as an assistant to the Ibadan district 
manager, an expatriate Adelabu had met 
a year earlier. He toured the cocoa pro-
ducing areas of Ibadan Province. At the 
end of the tour, he presented a proposal 
about the reorganization of the Cocoa dis-
tribution and trade structure. The report 
earned him promotion as an Assistant 
Produce Manager with UAC.

Adelabu and politics
Adelabu was a man on the move. He 

was in and out of UAC, was in textile busi-
ness and at a point, he became interested 
in acting as an Administrative Secretary 
for the native council where most of the 
players were illiterate chiefs. According 
to historic records, this son of  Sanusi Ash-
inyanbi and Awujola Adelabu career in 
politics can be traced to his support of the 
agitation led by junior chiefs and ‘mogajis’ 
against Salami Agbaje. Adelabu,  a smart 
individual with literate qualities, was  
needed by the chiefs in their opposition 
to Agbaje. The agitators needed someone 
to help with writing petitions and com-
mentaries to advance their viewpoint and 
sought out Adelabu for support. Adelabu 
obliged hoping to earn the job of Admin-
istrative Secretary. After all, this would be 
a good starting political point for Adelabu 
who later reigned as a political rascal.

The target of the chiefs was Salami 
Agbaje, a businessman who held the tra-
ditional title of Otun Balogun of Ibadan.  
He was third in line to the throne, liter-
ate, rich and independent minded but 
was found to be detestable by some of 
the chiefs in Ibadan many of whom 
were indebted to him. The junior chiefs 
and heads of lineages (mogaji) began a 
campaign for his deposition to prevent 
him from becoming Olubadan. When 
the case reached the colonial authorities, 
though Agbaje was admonished and told 
to suspend his involvement in the native 
council, the authorities used the opportu-
nity to make sweeping reforms including 
removing Oshun division from Ibadan 
Province. The outcome was not favorable 
to many Ibadan groups and a few groups 
came together to unite politically to pro-
tect the interest of Ibadan.

During the local elections in 1951, 
Adelabu’s Egbe Omo Ibile, Augustus 
Akinloye, and a youth group from Ibadan 
Progressive Union formed the Ibadan 
People’s Party as a challenge to the old 
guards of the Ibadan Progressive Union. 
Adelabu capitalised on some anti-Ijebu 
sentiments among native Ibadan resi-
dents especially after the loss of Oshun 
division which was supported by Action 

Group leaders such as Chief Obafemi  
Awolowo, an Ijebu-man and  Ladoke 
Akintola. The new party won all six seats 
to the Western Regional Assembly. How-
ever, an informal alliance proposed by 
Adelabu to support NCNC fell apart and 
four of the elected members joined AG.

 Adelabu then became more active 
in the organization of NCNC in Ibadan 
and became the secretary of the party’s 
Western Province Working Commit-
tee while earning recognition within 
the party as the only IPP legislator who 
stayed with NCNC. Soon his profile 
began to rise nationally that in 1952, he 
published a book, ‘‘Africa in Ebullition’ 
about his political thoughts. To provide a 
formidable organization to challenge AG 
in the 1954 elections, Adelabu formed a 
new organization, the Ibadan Taxpayers 
Association which was an attempt to at-
tract mass following based on tax reform. 
The group then formed an alliance with a 
farmers group called Maiyegun to become 
Mabolaje Grand Alliance.

Opposition platform (1954-1958)
Adelabu and his group provided an 

opposition platform to the IPU and AG 
dominated district council. He opposed 
the district council terms of tax reform 
and the role of heads of lineages (mogajis) 
in governance positioning himself as a 
supporter of traditional authority and 
values. During the local elections in 1954, 
the alliance won majority seats into the 
Ibadan District Council, paving the way 
for Adelabu to become district chairman. 
He became chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee and any other standing committee 
of the council. In the federal elections 
in 1954, Adelabu also won a seat to the 
House of Representatives and his party 
won majority seats to the House of Rep-
resentatives. He later became the First 
National Vice President of NCNC and ap-
pointed Minister of Social Services, a post 
he held concurrently with his position as 
chairman of the Ibadan District Council 
from January 1955 till January 1956.

In 1955, Adelabu’s administration 
was a subject of inquiry into allegations 
corruption in the district council. The 
inquiry was set-up by the Western Re-
gional government dominated by AG. He 
resigned both positions after the report of 
the inquiry into the affairs of the district 
council. He was replaced by J.M. Johnson 
as Minister of Social Services. In 1956, Ad-
elabu again ran for a seat in the regional 
assembly but this time as leader of NCNC 
in the Western region. Hoping to lead the 
party to victory, he had ordered clothes 
with the inscription Adelabu, Premier of 
the Western Region.

However, the party lost majority seats 
to Action Group. Adelabu then became 
the leader of opposition in the West-
ern House of Assembly. After the loss, 
Adelabu sought to carve out a Yoruba 
Central State from the Western Region. 
The new state was to be composed of 
NCNC strongholds of Oyo, Ibadan and 
Ondo provinces. However, the proposal 
was rejected in 1958 based on the pro-
posed division largely on party lines. In 
1958, Adelabu opposed the leadership 
of Azikiwe because of its support for a 
tripartite national government consisting 
of AG, NCNC and NPC. Adelabu did not 

the Federal Republic of Nigeria stated  
when the children of the late  Adedibu, 
former Minister of Natural Resources and 
Social Services paid him a visit at his home 
in Abeokuta (the visit was in preparation 
for the 100 years posthumous birthday 
celebration for Mr. Adelabu as well as 
establishment of a foundation in his hon-
our):  “I share Adelabu’s philosophy of a 
united Nigeria, I share Adelabu’s view of 
politics beyond ethnicity, beyond tribe, 
beyond region and I believe that in our na-
tional life, we should extol the virtues like 
the one we saw in Adelabu, a man of the 
people, down to earth, absolutely down 
to earth; and yet, a man who believed 
that his politics must be above ethnicity, 
must be above tribe, must be to unite the 
country while, of course, uplifting his 
own people. 

“Today, we are still struggling to reach 
the pinnacle or the pedestal Adelabu 
reached in politics; of not being swayed 
by linguistic, ethnic, tribal, regional, sec-
tional consideration but by what is best 
for Nigeria. He was years ahead of his 
contemporary politicians. In his life time, 
he was talking of United States of West 
Africa; ECOWAS came up years after his 
demise. In his life, he belonged to a po-
litical party that has its base outside the 
western region where he came from, he 
was not a tribal baron, he was a national 
politician.”

Adegoke Adelabu was reported to have 
left no money in his bank account.

like the inclusion of AG describing it has 
an unholy alliance.

Peculiar mess
Adegoke Adelabu is often mentioned 

in Yorùbá and Nigerian history as the 
author of that expression: “penkelemesi”, 
a Yorubanisation of the phrase, “peculiar 
mess” which Adelabu, known for his deep 
knowledge of English, had used on an 
occasion to describe the opposition in the 
Western Region House of Assembly. Not 
understanding what he meant, the non-
literate section of his audience translated 
the phrase into vernacular as “penkelem-
esi”. This is similar to the popular expres-
sion among grassroots Igbos that reads: 
‘Zik know book pass bookshop’

Endorsement
Historical records have it that Mr. 

D.T Akinbiyi, later Oba D.T. Akinbiyi 
(Olubadan), in an article in the Nigerian 
Tribune, of December 22 1951, whilst 
tolerating Adelabu’s “garrulity and in-
solence”, admonished that an “old Horse 
knows more than a young Cot”, which 
however, according to him, did not dimin-
ish the fact, that Adegoke was “highly 
intelligent and dynamic”.

At his demise in 1958, though then an 
opposition leader, in the Western Region 
Parliament, Chief Obafemi Awolowo as 
Premier of Western Region, described 
him as “a fearless, forthright, indomitable 
and extremely resourceful leader”.

And only recently in 2015, Chief 
Olusegun Obasanjo former President of 

NewsmakersOfYesteryears

Adegoke adelabu



F
ashion retailers and top 
global designers were 
showcased at the 2nd edi-
tion of the GTBank fash-
ion weekend, which has 

been described as one of the best 
fashion shows in Africa.

Designers from Nigeria, Mozam-
bique, Kenya, and other countries 
brought the best of their designs and 
fabrics to grace the occasion, holding 
the audience spellbound with their 
choice of collections. 

The two-day event, treated at-
tendees to an enthralling journey 
across a wide variety of Africa’s 
finest styles and trends whilst offer-
ing small businesses in the Nigerian 
Fashion Industry a free and vibrant 
platform to connect with a wider 
segment of their consumers as well 
as experts in their industry.

Speaking at the event, Lanre 
Da-Silva Ajayi, one of Nigeria’s top 
designers who showcased her new 
collections said the event was spe-
cial because it is Africa’s finest and 
hosted by GTBank.

“GTBank is doing a good job 
in bringing people together and 
promoting the enterprise. The 
amount of store here is great; there 
are enough people coming in and 
out today and that is amazing in 
terms of outreach. We had constant 
emails, everyone was aware of it. So, 
it is good for the industry. We can 
only thank GT bank for this amazing 
idea,” Da-Silva Ajayi said.
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The designer said she has kept 
improving her designs every year 
and is grateful to God for the con-
sistency.

“You should look forward to nice 
collections. My collection this year is 
for the strong beautiful women that 
wants to be the centre of attraction 
and that is something you should 
look forward to and that has always 
been part of what you see. We have 
beautiful colours and very rich fab-
rics and soft tones.

“When it comes to fabrics, I work 
with all, what inspires my choice of 
fabric depends on what I am trying 
to do at a certain point. My selection 
is a mixture of silk, cotton, organza, 

Tesslo interprets global fashion style with Afrocentric menswear collection

Tesslo Concepts, a fashion 
outfit owned by Tessy Oliseh-
Amaize, graduate of Fashion 

Design, University of Middlesex 
has unveiled ‘Boundaries’, an Afro-
centric menswear collection.

Modelled by her husband, 
Ohimai Godwin Amaize, popu-
larly known as Mr Fix Nigeria, 
‘Boundaries’ is expected to cater 
for a global market as the festive 
season approaches.

“’Boundaries’ was inspired by 
our quest to push the boundaries 
of creativity with unique pieces 
that interpret Western influence 
on African fashion concepts,” 
Tessy said about the new col-
lection.

“What we have done is to 
play around with the Ankara 
fabric which is very popular here 
in Africa. We have attempted 
some creative work with the 
traditional Isi Agu fabric of the 
Igbos, we have also brought the 
concept of maps into Agbada 
embroidery to achieve a first-

Mabel DiMMa

JuMoke akiyoDe

Lace, Ankara and everything you 
can think about. At the end of the 
day, as a designer, it depends on 
choice of what you want to design,” 
she revealed.

Da-Silva Ajayi said fashion in Nige-
ria brings people together, adding that 
the GTbank fashion weekend brings 
both the rich and middle class together.

Taibo Bacar, one of the designers 
from Mozambique who also show-
cased his collections said he came 
for the show last year, and that this 
year, he is showing amazing designs 
that Nigerians will like.

“We are bringing a collection 
that talks about a woman that can be 
seen in different state of mind and 

GTBank fashion weekend 2017 showcases 
top fashion designers, retailers

you can find this woman in every 
single country or continent. It is 
the same woman but she will carry 
herself in an elegant way.

“It shows the different outfits 
that she can wear from the morning 
when she wakes up till the moment 
she finishes. She can wear it in dif-
ferent colours.

“Fabrics are elegant, simple, good 
quality, unique colours and we 
also do accessories, shoes and bags, 
so you can expect to see our own 
shoes and bags. This year, we are not 
bringing sun glasses; it is going to be 
a lot of things that we could use. It 
is ready to wear but with a twist of 
a little bit of evening and day wear,” 

Bacar explained.
Speaking on his brand he said, 

“The brand is turning ten years next 
year. We have been around and 
we have been doing fashion week 
within and around the continent.

“GTBank fashion weekend is a 
new event but they kind of started 
already on another level. They have 
a lot of experience and I can tell that 
it is one of the best we have done. 
They really take care of the indi-
viduals and from the first contact, 
emails and the way they treat you 
to get here, the attention they give 
back stage is amazing and the venue 
is awesome. This is one of the best in 
Africa,” he added.

of-its-kind Afropolitan effect as 
well as experimenting with other 
daring ideas.

“You can’t talk about maps 
without boundaries, so this col-
lection is essentially not just about 
pushing the boundaries of creativ-
ity but also, interpreting global 
fashion styles in African perspec-
tives. We are simply showing 
the world that whatever the best 
designers can do anywhere across 
the globe, we can also do here in 
Africa. For too long, we have been 
playing catch up. It’s time to take 
the driver’s seat. We must push 
Africa into the consciousness of 
global fashion and style trends.”

Earlier in the year, Tesslo Con-
cepts unveiled its new menswear 
collection, ‘Scissors’, which accord-
ing to the designer was, “me play-
ing around a lot with patterns and 
in some cases, asymmetrical styles.

“My originality as a fashion 
designer is best expressed when I 
sketch my designs and bring them 
to life by cutting out the patterns 
myself and putting them together 
in the neatest way possible.”
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A
s part of its efforts 
to raise aware-
ness and sensi-
tise the general 
public on the ills 

of domestic violence, Natures 
Gentle Touch, a leading in-
digenous haircare brand, re-
cently led an awareness walk 
against domestic violence in 
Lagos.

The walk which com-
menced from Ikeja Under-
Bridge and ended at the 
Alausa Secretariat in La-
gos saw participation from 
officials of Natures Gentle 
Touch, Nollywood actors, 
members of the Lagos State 
Domestic and Sexual Vio-
lence Response Team, NGOs 
and several women groups.

The walk comes on the 
he els of Natures Gentle 
Touch’s sponsorship of a new 
movie titled ‘Omoye’ which 
premiered October 22, 2017 
at the Genesis Deluxe Cin-
ema, Lagos. ‘Omoye’ tells a 
compelling story of a young 
and hardworking woman 
who had her whole life ahead 
of her, but unknowingly 
finds herself in a relationship 

sized the need for victims to 
speak up and seek help from 
appropriate authorities.

“Victims do not have to 
feel alone or choose to re-
main in an abusive relation-
ship; there are agencies and 
NGOs that are willing to 
help. We all need to work 

hand in hand to bring this 
to an end,” said Titilola Vi-
vour-Adeniyi, coordinator, 
DSVRT.

She called on anyone fac-
ing abuse or witnessing do-
mestic violence to call 112 or 
text ‘abuse’ to 6820 or dial 
*6820# for help.

Dear Naijafitmoms,

I desperately need your help. My 
name is Kike and I’m a mum 
of two. Before I had my kids, I 

weighed 64kg and looked really 
trim for my height. After baby 
no 1, I added considerable weight. 
I tried to lose the weight when I 
stopped breastfeeding but realized 
shortly that I was pregnant again. 
By this time, my first baby was 
about one year and six months old.

So I relaxed again. After the 
birth of my second baby in 2016, 
I didn’t have the push to start 
exercising but my weight of 89kg 
is now bothering me. I look much 
older and the worst part of it is 
that I feel tired all the time. I sleep 
off sometimes at my work desk 
and I don’t even have the energy 
to meet up with all my roles as 
wife, mum, and employee. I feel 
like a failure. I need your help be-
cause I’ve decided to do something 
about this.

I’ve followed your page closely 
on Instagram and your tips give 
me the hope that I can do this. 
Where do I start from?

Thanks.
Kikelomo (Not real name)

Naijafitmoms’ Answer
Dear Kike,
What you describe is something 
that many women go through.

You ask where to start from? 

CHINWE OBINWANNE

I need to shed weight, where do I start from?
The good news here is that you 
have already started. Recognizing 
what the problem is and seeking a 
solution to it is the first step, so my 
dear congratulations!

Now, the second step is to DO 
something. For this, I’ll always 
recommend losing weight the 
healthy way. So yes, you need to 
clean up your diet and exercise.

Diet:
You must realize that losing 

weight starts with what you 
put in your mouth; what do you 
eat daily? Your diet is critical 
to your health.-by diet, I don’t 
mean fad diets. I’m talking about 
balanced diet. In a balanced 
diet; carbohydrates, protein, 
fat, vitamins all play a role and 
you should eat from all the food 

groups.

Here’s where you can start:
Start with cutting out or mini-

mizing these things from your 
diet: processed foods, deep fried 
foods, excess salt, white carbohy-
drates (white bread, pasta, rice), 
soft drinks, fried pastries like 
(puff puff and the likes).

Start eating more of: Veg-
etables, fruits, drinking a lot of 
water, protein (fish, meat, eggs 
etc.), good carbohydrates (pota-
toes, brown rice etc.), good fat 
(avocado), and fibre-rich foods 
like oats.

I’m sure you have heard por-
tion control; this means eating 
an average portion of food in 
a balanced format where your 
carbohydrates take up the least 
space on your plate and your 
protein and vegetables fill up 
the rest of the spaces.

After you’ve cleaned up your 
diet, you can start with an 
exercise routine that you can 
sustain. Make sure you go for 
something you like and that 
you see yourself doing for a 
long time; this is because con-
sistency is key to seeing weight 
loss results.

Also, be sure to watch your 
body and go as far as you think 
you can. It’s good to push your-
self every now and then but 
be careful that you don’t push 
yourself to the point where you 

detest the idea of exercising.
Be aware that you need an 

exercise routine that offers: 
strength, cardiovascular and 
core training mixed in for maxi-
mum results. To get the best of 
this, you can choose to seek out 
a personal trainer or check for 
workout plans that best suit 
your needs online.

Sleep: As a mum, I know how 
easy it is to be on your feet all 
day and get barely 7 hours of 
sleep daily. But I’ll tell you that 
sleep plays a big role in stress 
reduction which causes you to 
be tired most of the time. Make 
conscious efforts to squeeze in 
sleep, not just at night, but dur-
ing the day, no matter how little.

Finally, I’ll encourage you 
to take your time. Rome wasn’t 
built in a day, and the results 
you seek will not also come in 
a day. Be patient with yourself. 
Trust the process. Give your 
best and watch the weight come 
off as you regain your energy 
and confidence. Thank you for 
writing in and I look forward 
to reading about your amazing 
transformation.

(Fitness/health related ques-
tions from real women)
Obinwanne is the CEO of NAI-
JAFITMOMS, an online fitness 
and healthy outfit, which spe-
cialises on encouraging mothers 
to lead a healthy eating lifestyle. 

Natures Gentle Touch leads walk against domestic violence
with an abusive man and is 
faced with the dilemma to 
endure the violence or to 
speak up and get out of the 
relationship.

Anita Anosike, brand man-
ager, Natures Gentle Touch, 
who flagged off the walk, 
spoke about the company’s 
enthusiasm for speaking out 
against domestic violence.

“In this part of the world, 
the subject of domestic vio-
lence is one that is very much 
uncomfortable to discuss, but 
as with all evils, it is impor-
tant we continue to create 
awareness about the menace 
of domestic violence. This is 
the core of the walk today: to 
bring to the frownt burner 
an issue that is a threat to our 
very existence and to sup-
port and encourage victims 
to speak up and get help,” 
she said.

Anosike stated further 
that as a brand, Natures Gen-
tle Touch is committed to ad-
vancing the cause of women 
through its products and 
services as well as initiatives 
that impact the wellbeing 
and overall confidence of the 

Nigerian women, hence the 
support for the cause against 
domestic violence.

On its part, the Lagos 
State Domestic and Sexual 
Violence Response Team 
(DSVRT) which endorsed 
the movie ‘Omoye’ and also 
supported the walk empha-
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Travel

…as organisers promise exciting outing
Countdown to Nigeria Travel Week

A
vantgarde Tours Lim-
ited, Afro Tourism 
West Africa Limited 
and Rewards Travels 
and Tours Limited, 

the organisers of the Nigeria Trav-
el Week (NTW), have assured of 
a fantastic outing in the maiden 
edition of the tourism event.

According to them, all the 
stakeholders and parties involved 
are set for the event as adequate 
preparations have been made in 
order to ensure the platform truly 
becomes a window for promoting 
Nigeria as a destination within 
and outside the shores of the 
country.

The event holds from Novem-
ber 20 -25, 2017 across different 
venues in Lagos with grand award 
ceremony at Federal Palace Hotel 
to close the event.

Speaking on their preparation 
for the event, Efetobo Awhana, 
CEO, Nigeria Travel Week (NTW), 
who is also the CEO of Avant-
garde Tours, said as towering as 
that task is, the organisers are 
setting out to achieve it by mak-
ing sure the first edition of NTW 
is a success.

He noted that as part of the 
preparations, the organisers of 
the travel and tourism trade event 
have announced nominees for 
The Balearica Awards, which 
forms part of activities slated for 
the four days gathering that is 
geared at promoting Nigeria tour-
ism both to the domestic and for-
eign markets, as well as, tourists.

The award, according to him, 
is to reward and recognise excel-
lence and those who have made 
immense contributions to Nigeria 

A cross section of the organisers 

tourism, and would transform the 
face of tourism, insisting that is it 
a unique one.

He explained that the choice 
of Balearica, which is the name 
of Nigeria’s national bird on the 
coat of arm, is symbolic in that it is 
used for the promotion of tourism. 
Hence they have adopted it as the 
brand name and symbol for the 
award, an indication of the overall 
mandate and focus of NTW.

According to him, the awards 
categories are divided into 24 sec-
tions with 20 of the categories to 
be voted for by the public and the 
votes vetted by a private auditing 
firm while four of the categories 
are not to be voted for by the pub-
lic but selected by the organisers 

based on the contributions made 
by the people so honoured.

The four awardees in this 
category unfolded by him are: 
Olusegun Obasanjo, former presi-
dent, for Life Time Achievement; 
Bankole Bernard, president, Na-
tional Association of Nigeria Travel 
Agencies (NANTA) as Travel Per-
sonality of the Year; Oba Adeyeye 
Enitan Ogunwusi Ojaja II, the Ooni 
of Ife, for Royal Support for Tour-
ism, while those nominated for 
Tourism Governor are: Governors 
of Rivers, Akwa Ibom, Lagos, Ondo 
and Bauchi states.

Those gunning for best tourism 
attraction of the year are: Idanre 
Hills, Nike ART Gallery, Calabar 
Carnival, Kajuru Castle Kaduna, 

Olusegun Obasanjo Presidential 
Library and Kano Durbar while 
for best airline (domestic) are; 
Peace Air, Medview and Dana. 
Nominees for Best Tour Operators 
are: Jemi Alade Tours, Travelnext-
door, Motley Travels, SJ Tours, 
Obom Tourism, Tour2Nigeria and 
Remlords Tours.

Speaking on other aspects of 
the event, Toni Ukachukwu, chief 
operating officer of NTW, who 
is also the managing director of 
Afro Tourism, said that they have 
secured strategic partners for the 
event. These include; Nigerian 
Tourism Development Corpora-
tion (NTDC), Federation of Tourism 
Associations of Nigeria (FTAN) and 
SKAL International Lagos.

Ukachukwu also revealed 
that preparations have reached 
advanced stage with 52 hosted 
buyers from 23 countries across 
the world attending the event. He 
said the essence of having hosted 
buyers, which cut across various 
stakeholders in the industry; tour 
operators, travel agents and the 
media, is to expose them to Nigeria 
destination and offer them the 
opportunity to experience Nigeria 
and in return market the country 
through their various platforms.

The COO revealed that post 
event tours to various parts of 
Lagos would be organised for the 
hosted buyers alongside their 
Nigeria counterparts. ‘ ‘Other 
events taking place during the 
Nigeria Travel Week include The 
Tourism Cup holding at Ikoyi Club 
golf course, which is a golf tourna-
ment to harness the power of golf 
in promoting tourism,’’ disclosed 
Ukachukwu.

‘‘The Travel Roundtable holding 
at The Wheatbaker Hotel, which 
brings stakeholders together to 
discuss key issues affecting tour-
ism development; Village Square 
holding at Freedom Park celebrates 
Nigerian culture through dance 
drama and food and The Travel 
Hangout, where Nigerians can 
network and talk about tourism in 
a relaxed and natural environment 
of the Lekki Conservation Centre,’’ 
said NTW COO.

The four days event would cli-
max with The Balearica Awards, 
where the full names of the 
awardees would be revealed 
and celebrated for their different 
achievements. The occasion he 
said would attract the attention 
of both government and public 
operators.

D
ubai has maintained 
its strong performance 
through 2017 and is on 
track for another record 

year in terms of tourist volumes, 
according to the latest data re-
leased by Dubai’s Department of 
Tourism and Commerce Marketing 
(Dubai Tourism). A total of 11.58 
million international overnight 
visitors arrived in Dubai during 
the first nine months of 2017, 
reflecting a 7.5 per cent increase 
over the same period last year, 
underlining the strength of the 
emirate’s tourism industry as well 
as the growing appeal of Dubai 
as a global tourism destination of 
choice.

India retained top spot on 
Dubai’s list of source markets for 
inbound tourism, with 1,478,000 

Dubai on track for another record year, with 
tourist arrivals up 7.5 percent in Q3 2017

Indian tourists arriving in the city 
between January and Septem-
ber, registering a significant 20 
percent rise over the same period 
in 2016. This increase affirmed 
the effectiveness of various in-
novative promotional activities 
driven by Dubai Tourism in the 
market, including highly success-
ful influencer-led collaborations 
with Bollywood superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan. China stayed in fifth 
place with impressively large49 
per cent year-on-year growth, 
delivering 573,000 visitors in the 
first nine months of the year and 
continuing to benefit from regula-
tory changes introduced in late 
2016 granting Chinese citizens free 
visa-on-arrival access to the UAE.

Saudi Arabia and the UK also 
retained their positions as Dubai’s 
second and third largest feeder 

markets respectively, with a total 
of 1,250,000 Saudis and 905,000 
British travellers respectively. 
The former showed a slight drop 
compared to the first nine months 
of 2016, reflecting the ongoing 
economic challenges facing Saudi 
Arabia, while the UK witnessed 
a resilient 2 per cent year-on-
year increase despite continued 
Brexit instability. Almost all the 
top 10 markets – with the excep-
tion of Oman and Kuwait, which 
saw declines of 23 and 3 percent 
respectively – posted healthy in-
creases in tourist traffic, including 
sixth-placed USA up 6 per cent, 
seventh-placed Pakistan up 4 per 
cent, eighth-placed Iran up 16 per 
cent and ninth-placed Germany 
up 6 per cent.

From a regional perspective, 
the GCC emerged as the largest 

contributor of overnight visitor 
volumes, with a 21 per cent share 
compared to second-placed West-
ern Europe’s 20 per cent. These 
were closely followed by South 
Asia with a share of 18 percent, the 
MENA and North and South-East 
Asia regions with 11 per cent each, 
the Americas and the Russia, CIS 
and Eastern Europe bloc with 6 per 
cent each, Africa with 5 per cent 
and Australasia with 2 percent. 
The wide geographical spread 
reflects Dubai’s diversified market 
strategy aimed at driving consid-
eration from a broad spectrum of 
countries and visitor segments.

Helal Saeed Almarri, director 
general, Dubai Tourism, com-
mented: “The sustained growth 
ahead of the global average that 
we have witnessed so far this year 
is indicative of the positive impact 

yielded by our consolidated strat-
egy across regulatory measures, 
promotional efforts, trade initia-
tives and partner programmes. 
Ultimately, our aim is to make 
every satisfied Dubai visitor our 
customer for life and our strongest 
advocate, in order to drive not 
only higher repeat traffic but also 
acquire newer audiences most ef-
ficiently, as we strive towards our 
20 million target by 2020.”

Dubai’s hotel sector, mean-
while, also saw significant growth, 
with the city’s total number of 
hotel and hotel apartment keys 
standing at 106,167 at the end of 
the third quarter of 2017, rep-
resenting an aggregated 6 per 
cent increase in capacity over a 
12-month period versus end of 
September 2016.
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SA Specialist; an experiential platform 
to better market South African tourism

T
hose who say, “See-
ing is believing”, are 
very right. Though 
t h e  s t a t e m e n t  i s 
commonplace, I tru-

ly realized the import during 
my recent visit to South Afri-
ca. No matter one’s marketing 
skills, you need to experience a 
product in order to promote or 
convince others to patronize it.

T h i s  i s  t h e  rat i o n a l e  fo r 
the SA Specialist programme, 
which South African Tourism 
(SAT) has hosted over a decade 
now.

Formerly called Fundi until 
three years ago when it was 
re va m p e d ,  S A  S p e c i a l i s t  i s 
an online learning platform 
designe d to teach p e ople in 
the travel trade about South 
Africa; its cultural heritage, 
tourism offerings and among 
others.

After the theories compris-
ing two online c ours es that 
must be passed, some of the 
graduate winners are taken 
to an incentive hosting dur-
ing the graduation ceremony 
i n  o r d e r  t o  h ave  f i r s t h a n d 
experience of what they have 
learnt online to enable them 
promote and sell the tourism 
offerings of South Africa pas-
sionately.

This year, SAT hosted over 
30 graduate winners from Ni-
geria and Ghana across three 
p ro v i n c e s  o f  t h e  ‘ R a i nb o w 
Country’ including; Gauteng, 
Free State and Western Cape.

It was an awesome experi-
ence for the West Africa SA 
S p e c i a l i s t s  w h o  t r a ve r s e d 
the length and breadth of the 
three provinces for practical 
feel and taste of the tourism 
offerings, cultures, wildlife, 
lifestyle, adventures, luxury 
among others experiences.

Starting from the hassle-
free travel arrangement, es-
pecially visa, smooth flight to 
a colorful welcome at the OR 
Tambo International Airport 
in Johannesburg, the trip tru-
ly offered a series of fantastic 
South African experiences.

While  G auteng Prov inc e 
seems to be more visited and 
known by the West Africans, 
especially Johannesburg, the 
commercial and largest city 
in the country, Sandton, the 
r i c h  s ub u r b  a n d  P r e t o r i a , 
the administrative capital of 
South Africa, the host decided 
to offer the team a wonderful 
e x p e r i e n c e  i n  a  s e e m i n g l y 
less visited province by West 
A f r i c a n s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  Te f o 
Legobate, our tour guide, who 
to ok over from the airp ort, 
was fantastic and vast in his 

k n o w l e d g e  o f  h i s  b e l o ve d 
country.  He made the three-
four hours journey by road 
to Clarens all fun, explaining 
p oints of interests,  cultures 
and history of locals along the 
way amidst soft jokes.

 Clarens, according to him, 
is a very tranquil destination 
that carters to the interests 
of the old and young.  From 
the two imposing mountains 
that  op en up the city from 
the front and protect is from 
b e h i n d ,  C l a re n s  i s  a  s h e e r 
b e a u t y  w i t h  g r e a t  s c e n i c 
views courtesy of the moun-
tains ranges that stretch to 
Lesotho. 

 However, the sleepy town 
lived up to Legobate’s claims 
from an exciting stay at Pro-
te a  H ote l  C la re n s  to  re la x -
ation of the nerves with Spa 
t re at m e n t s .   T h e  t e a m  h a d 
wonderful experience at the 
Clarens Xtreme for zip line, 
a n d  l at e r  t h e  d a r i n g  w h i t e 
river rafting where the more 
adventurous had adrenalin 
rush. 

The fun at Free State Prov-
inc e c ontinue d with s c enic 
drive to the Golden Gate Na-
tional Park,  which feature d 
b re at h t a k i n g  a n d  u n d u l at -
ing lands cap e.  The fun was 
heightened on spotting wild-
life along the road and taking 
pictures amid the scenic land-
s cap e.  But me eting Bas otho 
People and having lunch with 
them at the cultural village 
within the National Park was 
the height of the excitement.

As well ,  driving down to 
B l o e m f o n t e i n ,  t h e  c a p i t a l 
of  Fre e  State  Prov inc e was 

exciting. A trip to the city is 
not complete without visiting 
the Naval Hill, where a huge 
s t at u e  o f  N e l s o n  M a n d e l a 
stands and overlooks the en-
tire city.  The history of the 
city as told by our tour guide 
w h i l e  o n  o u r  w ay  t o  B ra m 
Fischer International Airport 
to catch a flight to Cape Town 
is for another day. 

But the mother of all fun 
for  most  of  the team mem-
b ers  was the grand arrival 
they received in Cape Town. 
Shortly after the arrival  at 
the Cape Town International 
Airport, they had grand entry 
into the city tagged ‘Mother 
City’ on over 30 power bikes, 
especially Harley Davidson. 
From the airport to the Vic-
toria and Alfred Waterfront, 
w h e re  t h e y  s t o p p e d ,  p a s s -
ersby and city dwellers alike 
knew some important visitors 
were in town. It was wild fun, 
hugging the  rough-lo oking 
riders to maintain balance all 
through the 15 minutes ride.

The fun continued on the 
C a p e  To w n  B i g  R i n g  R i d e , 
which rolle d up to a height 
where the o c cupants  c ould 
see the whole city on bird’s 
eye view, even as far as Table 
Mountain.

The hospitality offerings 
heightened from Protea Cla-
rens to Westin Cape Town, a 
five-star prop erty manage d 
by the Marriot International. 

An evening at Victoria and 
Alfred Waterfront was com-
plemented with a visit to Two 
Oceans Aquarium, where the 
team got a lot closer to marine 
world and l ife  b eneath the 

oceans. Night life was a whole 
lot of fun in Cape Town, espe-
cially on Long Street,  a hub 
for night crawlers.

For the adventurous, tak-
i n g  c o n t ro l  o f  a  Q u a d  b i ke 
for a tour of the Winelands 
was a highlight, while wine-
tasting and fun filled after-
noon at Retanga Junction in 
the  Winelands  relaxe d the 
n e r ve s  a f t e r  t h e  a d re n a l i n 
filled quad bike tour.

City tour of the city on Big 
Bus Tours was exciting as the 
double de ck tourist bus fit-
ted with audio and language 
t ra n s l at i o n  d e v i c e s  m e a n -
dered through the beautiful 
attractions across the city up 
to the Table Mountain to the 
exclusive rich neighborhood 
where people from across the 
world own luxury properties 
amid the imposing ocean and 
open shore.

It was difficult to say bye 
to Cape Town, especially after 
a day at Pepper Club, a hotel 
t h at  o ff e r s  c i n e m a ,  ro o m s 
with better views of the Table 
Mountain and lots more.

Having experienced the of-
ferings at Free State and West-
ern Cape provinces, Gauteng 
offere d even more fun. The 
p ro v i n c e ’ s  Le s e d i  C u l t u ra l 
Village offered a wonderful ex-
perience for the visitors, from 
cultural performances, histori-
cal class, dining to catching up 
with the locals. The province 
also offered many of the team 
memb ers (if  not all )  the op-
portunity to touch lions for 
the first time ever at the Lions 
Park. It was exciting taking pic-
tures with lions, seeing giraffe 

and other wildlife walk lazily 
across the road or besides the 
fortified tourist van.

Besides Lesedi and the li-
ons, Gauteng has more than 
enough offerings, especially 
city life. The Mandela Square 
at Sandton is one attraction 
that visitors to the rich suburb 
and shopp ers  the shopping 
m a l l  a l w ay s  i d e n t i f y  w i t h 
because of the Mandela statue 
overlooking the restaurants 
and welcoming visitors and 
shoppers alike.

O f c ours e,The Maslow,  a 
five-star prop erty manage d 
by Sun International, is among 
the many hospitality outfits 
that offer world class facilities 
and offerings that aid go o d 
night and day rests.

Away from city life, a vis-
it  to Soweto op ens another 
chapter of fun. It is the largest 
township in South Africa and 
hosts  the residents  of  Nel-
s on Mandela and D esmond 
Tutu, two Noble Laureates on 
Vilakazi Street. The two is fa-
mous for museums, local craft, 
history among others. Lately, 
world class restaurants have 
s u r f a c e d ,  o ff e r i n g  qu a l i t y 
food and drink menu amid lo-
cal dance group performances.    

At the end of the one week 
trip and exp erienc es of the 
many offerings, the team of 
SA Specialists have vastly im-
prove their ability to sell South 
Africa as a tourist destination, 
especially skilled at  assisting 
would-be visitors or their cli-
ents in compiling ever-more 
attractive travel packages.

What an awesome and ex-
periential encounter!

The SA Specilaist 2017 team at Basotho Cultural Village, Golden Gate National Park 
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Swift GASeP implementation, key to 
strengthening airports security – IATA

T
he International Air 
Transport Association 
(IATA) urged the swift 
implementation by 
states of the first Global 

Aviation Security Plan (GASeP) 
which was established this week 
by the Council of the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO).

“Flying is secure, but it is also 
clear that aviation faces security 
challenges. GASeP has the poten-
tial to strengthen security globally 
by providing governments with 
a global plan to which they can 
align their national efforts. The 
critical factor is implementation. It 
must be quick, comprehensive and 
global. The industry congratulates 
ICAO and its member states for 
putting the plan together. Indus-
try is ready to support its swift 
implementation,” said Alexandre 
de Juniac, IATA’s Director General 
and CEO.

ICAO’s standards and recom-
mended practices (SARPs) for 
aviation security are contained in 
Annex 17 of the Chicago Conven-
tion. GASeP creates a framework 
for states to incorporate Annex 17 
responsibilities into their national 
civil aviation security programs 
in four focus areas, which include 

risk awareness and response, secu-
rity culture, technology enhance-
ment and innovation, security 
oversight and cooperation among 
states and with local organizations.

“Governments have the prima-
ry responsibility for the security 
of their citizens—including when 
they are flying. But differences in 
the capacity of governments to do 
this are clear. The implementation 
of Annex 17 SARPs is far from 
universal. Focused efforts will be 
needed to foster cooperation and 
capacity-building to enable states 
to meet their obligations,” said de 
Juniac.

GASeP, if comprehensively 
implemented, will address four 
key elements to improve security 
that de Juniac outlined in a key-
note address to the IATA AVSEC 
World Conference in Abu Dhabi. 

These are closer government-
to-government cooperation to 
eliminate the long-term challenges 
of extraterritorial measures, the 
universal application of global 
standards, better information-
sharing among governments and 
with industry, and the efficient 
implementation of new and exist-
ing technology capabilities.

“We have great expectations 
for GASeP. But states are sovereign 
and there is no global security 
regulator.  So governments must 
fully feel the weight of their re-
sponsibility to protect the security 
of 4 billion travelers each year. To 
stay a step ahead of the threats, 
governments must incorporate 
GASeP into their national plans 
and cooperate through ICAO to 
make sure that the global system 
works,” said de Juniac.

StorieS by ifeoma okeke

F
ounder of Virgin Atlantic 
and Virgin Group, Rich-
ard Branson has joined 
a panel of inspiring busi-

ness leaders and rising stars from 
across South Africa and Nigeria 
for Virgin Atlantic’s “Business 
is an adventure” event at Future 
Space, Johannesburg.

 Hot off the heels of events 
across North America the “Busi-
ness is an adventure” series 
touches down in South Africa for 
the first time to shine a spotlight 
on Africa’s talent.

 The inspiring event brings 
together masters and mavericks 
of business for lively debates, 
and showcases aspiring entre-
preneurs with global potential.

 Branso, said: “Virgin Atlan-
tic began as a disruptor in the 

Virgin atlantic brings inspiring business series to africa
aviation industry and we’ve 
long supported likeminded game 
changers who aren’t afraid to 
dream bigger, reach higher and 
fly in the face of naysayers. We 
hope to bolster the entrepre-
neurial spirit that lives within 
Africa’s business leaders and 
support them on their next big 
adventures.”

Branson, who disrupted the 
aviation industry over 33 years 
ago with the launch of Virgin 
Atlantic, was joined by a panel 
of leaders who have played a 
pivotal role in changing their 
respective industries: Adrian 
Gore, Founder & CEO, Discovery 
Group; Caspar Lee, Social media 
icon and Co-founder, Influencer; 
and Sophia Ike-Onu, Founder & 
CEO, The5kShop.com.

 The Stylish and Glamourous 
Sophia Ike-Onu was also a first 
place winner in the competi-
tion. Sophia is an architect by 
trade who founded The5kshop.
com, which is the primary 
shopping destination for qual-
ity fashion pieces priced below 
5,000 Naira.

 Her foray into business ex-
tends beyond The5kshop into 
other interests in food services, 
real estate and transportation.

 Sophia and Branson shared 
the stage and discussed start-up 
businesses in Nigeria and how 
Sophia is making a success of 
The 5K shop.

 Liezl Gericke, head of Middle 
East and Africa, Virgin Atlantic, 
said: “We’re thrilled to have such 
innovative and fearless business 
people join us in Johannesburg, 
a city recognised as a power-
house of innovation, progressive 
thinking, and entrepreneurship 
in Africa.

 “Our flights allow thousands 
of people across South Africa 
and Nigeria to make their busi-
ness an adventure every day, 
and we’re proud to celebrate 
that by bringing together local 
visionaries and leading figures 
to help more businesses take off. 
Virgin Atlantics ambition is to 
be the airline most loved by our 
customers by always putting 
them at the centre of everything 
we do.”

emirates unveils brand new 
cabins for its boeing 777 fleet

E
mirates has unveiled com-
pletely refreshed interiors 
for its Boeing 777 aircraft, 
including its highly an-

ticipated new First Class private 
suites.

With floor to ceiling sliding 
doors and sleek design features 
inspired by the Mercedes-Benz 
S-Class, Emirates’ new suites takes 
luxury and privacy to the next 
level. Offering up to 40 square feet 
of personal space each, these spa-
cious, fully-enclosed private suites 
are laid out in a 1-1-1 configuration.

From First Class through to 
the Business and Economy Class 
cabins, all along the walkways, in 
the washrooms and galleys, the 
latest Emirates 777 aircraft boasts 
a multi-million dollar upgrade that 
includes newly-designed seats and 
upgraded inflight entertainment 
systems in all cabins.

Tim Clark, president Emirates 
Airline said:  “The inflight experi-
ence is the heart of our brand and 
service proposition. The new 777 
interiors that we are unveiling 
today is part of Emirates’ ongoing 
investment to continually raise 
the bar and exceed our customers’ 
expectations. Aside from our new 
fully enclosed private suites, Busi-
ness Class features our latest fully-
flat leather seats with personal 
minibars, Economy Class seats 
have adjustable full leather head-
rests, and the inflight entertain-
ment system has been upgraded 
for all cabin classes.

“Throughout the aircraft, our 

neered the First Class private suite 
concept back in 2003, and today 
it’s the industry benchmark when 
it comes to first class travel. Over 
the years we have continually 
improved on our private suites, 
adding thoughtful refinements 
and features.

“We are very excited about our 
new fully-enclosed suite which is 
a real game-changer in terms of 
privacy, comfort, and thoughtful 
luxury. This is the first time an 
Emirates product has been so in-
fluenced by another luxury brand, 
but it is a natural fit as both Emir-
ates and Mercedes-Benz have the 
same unwavering commitment 
to fine detail, uncompromising 
quality, and a drive to push the 
boundaries.”

Emirates’ latest First Class 
product gives a nod to the design 
philosophy of the Mercedes-Benz 
S- Class, bringing together two 
global brands renowned for in-
novation, luxury, and comfort. 
The collaboration inspired several 
design details in the private suite 
including the soft leather seat-
ing, high-tech control panels, and 
mood lighting.

Extending that trademark 
inflight experience to exclusive 
on-ground services, Emirates and 
Mercedes-Benz have extended 
their partnership to provide a 
fleet of the S-Class cars as part of 
its complimentary Chauffeur-
drive service. Emirates First Class 
passengers arriving or departing 
in the UAE will enjoy a seamless 

customers will see modern and 
airy cabins, with painstaking at-
tention to detail evident in design 
touches such as the textured wall 
and ceiling panels, lighting fea-
tures, and more.”

On the airline’s new First Class 
product, Tim said: “Emirates pio-

journey from aircraft to home, 
and vice versa, in a Mercedes-Benz 
S-Class car.

The latest Emirates 777 aircraft 
with these new features will enter 
commercial service on 1 Decem-
ber, making its debut on flights to 
Geneva and Brussels.

iCao designates air Peace official carrier for iWaf 

T
he International Civil 
Aviation Organisation 
(ICAO) has named Nige-
ria’s leading airline, Air 

Peace as the official airline of its 
World Aviation Forum (WAF), 
holding in Abuja from Novem-
ber 20 to 22.

 Musa Nuhu, second vice-
president of the council of ICAO, 
confirmed the status of the 
carrier in a message to Allen 
Onyema, the Chairman/Chief 
Executive Officer of Air Peace.

Nuhu, who is also Nigeria’s 
representative on the Council 
of ICAO, commended Air Peace 
on behalf of Hadi Sirika, the 

Minister of State for Aviation, 
for partnering with the Federal 
Government to host the forum.

The carrier’s partnership, he 
said, “will greatly contribute to 
the successful hosting of this 
prestigious forum on the global 
aviation calendar.”

He assured that the forum 
would provide Air Peace a great 
opportunity to connect with 
a global audience of aviation 
stakeholders to discuss trends 
in the industry and boost the 
carrier’s plan to expand its flight 
operations to London, Dubai, 
Guangzhou-China, Mumbai, 
Houston and Johannesburg.

 



Health&Science

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

Mojisola Fasikun, a medi-
cal doctor with Univer-
sity of Ilorin Teaching 

Hospital, said about 1.3million 
people die annually across the 
globe due to lung cancer infec-
tions.

High rate of the disease how-
ever, attributed to smoking of 
cigarette and inhalation of allied 
substances, the medical expert 
also blamed the menace on in-
discriminate use of firewood for 
cooking, which she identified as 
a predominant practice among 
the lower class of the society.

Fasiku, a staff of Hematol-
ogy Department of the hospital, 
stated this on Wednesday at a 
seminar organised by Kwara 
State chapter of Nigeria Asso-
ciation of Women Journalists 
(NAWOJ) in conjunction with 
Medical Women’s Association 
of Nigeria (MWAN) and Civil 
Society for Cancer Eradication in 
Nigeria held at the Press Centre 
of the state council of Nigeria 
Union of Journalists in Ilorin, the 
state capital.

 According to her, most of the 
victims of lung cancer inhaled 
smoke from the firewood cook-
ing on account of ignorance of 
harm posed to their well being.

She explained that the safer 
way to cooking was to make use 
of natural gas, which could not 
cause emission unlike others, 
pointing out that people avoid 

The wife of the governor of 
Anambra State, Ebelechuk-
wu Obiano (Osodieme) has 

said that the modern toilet fa-
cilities built in rural markets are 
meant to boost the Open Defeca-
tion Free (ODF) Campaign in the 
state. The wife of the Governor 
stated this on Thursday during the 
Commissioning of three new toilet 
facilities and boreholes at Nkwo 
Umunze market, Orumba South 
Local Government Area, Oye 
Ufuma market in Orumba North 
Local Government Area and Oye 
Umuawulu in Awka South Local 
Government Area. The toilets are 
amongst the five built by her NGO, 
Caring Family Enhancement Ini-
tiative (CAFÉ) in partnership with 
the UNDP to promote hygiene in 
the markets as well as the dignity 
of the rural women.

Speaking at Ogbommanu, 
Nkwo, Umunze, Osodieme called 
on the women the women to take 
ownership and make effective 
use of the modern conveniences, 
avoid past practices of open uri-
nating and defecation which 
are major sources of disease 
outbreak. She noted that apart 
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1.3m die of lung cancer annually 
worldwide – Expert

CAFÉ, UNDP partner to promote hygiene in markets in Anambra

use of gas on account of their 
inability to afford the cost im-
plication.

The medical expert, therefore, 
appealed to the Federal Govern-
ment to subsidize the cost of the 
product, just as she tasked the 
National Assembly to legislate 
against new trend of smoking 
among youths, saying they are 
at the risk of being infected by 
cancer if not curtailed.

“Lung cancer is a major prob-

lem in society today. Recent find-
ings showed that the disease is 
responsible for 1.3million death 
worldwide annually. Those 
who cultivate smoking habit are 
susceptible to cancer of the lung; 
it gradually causes damages to 
bronchial and later it will turn 
black.

“Apart  from thos e who 
smoke, those who also make 
use of firewood while cooking 
are vulnerable to lung cancer. 

This is because while doing their 
cooking, they inhale so much 
smoke, but they will not know 
they are causing serious damage 
to their health.

 “It is not like people don’t 
know that it is safer to be use gas 
for their cooking but how many 
of us can afford it? Government 
should subsidize the cost of gas 
and make kerosene more expen-
sive so that those using firewood 
would be discouraged from buy-

ing kerosene, which they used 
on firewood”, Fasiku said.

 The medical doctor, who 
bemoaned the fate of firewood 
users, identified breathing prob-
lem, constant chest pain, weight 
loss, bone pain, coughing up 
blood and headache as some of 
the signs and symptoms derived 
from lung cancer.

She enjoined Nigerians to 
avoid smoking and second-hand 
smoke as well as carcinogens at 
work.

In her remarks, the Special 
Adviser to the Kwara State 
Governor on Special Duties, 
Felicia Faremi, noted that avail-
able reports showed that cancer 
remained a deadly and complex 
disease all over the world.

Faremi, who pointed out 
that lung cancer, was primar-
ily caused by tobacco smoking, 
called for adequate advocacy for 
people to stay clear of it.

 “We must all, as a matter of 
urgency and consistency, ensure 
that the populace avoid all man-
ners of smoking. It is harmful to 
the smoker and passerby in the 
household or community”, she said.

 The Chairperson of the 
state chapter of NAWOJ, Binta 
Abubakar Mora, explained that 
cancer was a major problem, 
which has eaten deep into public 
health. She urged the people to 
eat the right food to cut off the 
disease. The seminar was at-
tended by professionals, experts 
and associations among others.

from improving hygiene in the 
markets and good health of the 
communities, it also ensures that 
the environment becomes in-
creasingly Open Defecation Free.

 “It is well known that our 
governor has touched all the 
nooks and crannies of Anambra 
positively with his novel devel-
opment programme for every 
community. This Market toilet 
project is my small way of sup-
porting his efforts to improve the 
living standard of our people. We 
have built eleven of such facilities 
with borehole water in differ-
ent markets. It is also a means 
of empowerment for women 
who will manage it to ensure its 
sustainability.” Said Osodieme to 
the market women.

Osodieme also thanked the 
UNDP for partnering CAFE to 
develop the project and urged 
other philanthropists to emulate 
the UNDP example and support 
CAFÉ projects. She highlighted 
other programmes completed by 
CAFÉ including; Training of 3600 
women, widows and youth in 
various skills, construction of free 
housing for ten widows, free sur-
geries to 45 children with cleft pal-
ate mouth disorder, treatment and 

care for mentally challenged per-
sons among other programmes. 
Osodieme also reiterated her call 
on the market women while com-
missioning the Oye Ufuma and 
Umuawulu markets.

In her remark, Member Repre-
senting Orumba South Constitu-
ency in Anambra state House of 
Assembly, Nikky Ugochukwu, 
praised the courage and commit-
ment of the wife of the gover-
nor for embarking on many life 
changing projects like the toilet, 
housing for widows and promot-
ing the welfare of women and 
children.

Various speakers including 
President Generals and Women 
Leaders of Umunze, Ufuma and 
Umuawulu communities thanked 
Osodieme for fulfilling her prom-
ise to build the toilets and assured 
of their unalloyed support for the 
governor to ensure continuity of 
development of Anambra state.

The sponsors of the project, 
UNDP works to improve the lives 
of the people of Nigeria, especially 
the poorest and most vulnerable, 
and to ensure a future that offers 
equality, dignity and opportunity 
for all. The partnership with CAFÉ 
in developing the modern public 

toilets is part of the UN agency’s 
collaboration with civil society 
and local communities to help 
identify local solutions to meet 
global and national development 
challenges.

Anambra is the first state in Ni-
geria to launch the ODF Roadmap, 
while Nigeria is among the na-
tions in the world with the highest 
number of people practicing open 
defecation, estimated at over 46 
million people. The practice has 
had negative effect on the popu-
lace, especially children, in the 

areas of health and education, and 
had contributed to the country’s 
failure to meet the global develop-
ment target.

To stem the tide the National 
Council on Water Resources 
prioritized the development of 
a roadmap towards eliminating 
open defecation in the country, 
in line with the United Nations 
global campaign for ending open 
defecation. The initiative is tagged 
“Making Nigeria Open Defeca-
tion Free by 2025: A National 
Roadmap.”
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W
hat is retreat 
healthcare 
ab out  and 
where is it 
located?

The Retreat healthcare is quite 
different because we are the 
first purpose built private psy-
chiatric hospital in Nigeria. 
Also, we rely mainly on solar 
energy power which means we 
have no business with genera-
tor, therefore no noise. We also 
use what we call electronic 
patient record and very con-
fidential. We practice accord-
ing to international standards 
because majority of our staff 
have many years of overseas 
experience which they are 
replicating here in Nigeria, and 
our staff are highly trained and 
they respond to patients with 
respect. We are also not medi-
cation focus but therapeutic in 
approach, which means we rely 
on a lot of therapy works not 
just medication. We are located 
in Ikorodu because we want a 
quiet location away from the 
busy and noisy area of Lagos 
city, a place that will serve as a 
retreat from the city stress. So 
we are able to put the structure 
on a full hectare of land where 
we are able to position facilities 
that can aid quick recovery. 

 
What motivated your desire 

to focus on the area of mental 
health when you set up The 
Retreat?

The Retreat came up because 
of my interest and love for the 
specialty. My colleague and 
I came together and set it up 
as a way of giving back to the 
society and the whole idea was 
to compliment what govern-
ment is doing, just trying to 
add value to the system. So we 
thought that it will be a good 
idea to have a mental hospital, 
purposely built with adequate 
facilities 

 
Working as a mental health 

counselor requires patience, 
compassion and advanced 
communication skill, how do 
you cope?

It is true that working in this 
field requires patience, skill and 
compassion. That is why there 
is the need to have the right 
personalities to work in the pro-
fession, someone with passion, 

Every society needs to address 
its mental health needs’
OLUFEMI OLUWATAYO, Chief Executive Officer and co-founder, The Retreat Healthcare, the first purpose built private psychiatric hospital in Nigeria, holds a Masters Degree in Psychiatry from University 
of Manchester, a member of the Royal College of Psychiatrist and also a Consultant Psychiatrist and Medical Director at Milton Park Hospital, United Kingdom. Oluwatayo, a former Mental Health 
Adviser to Lagos State spoke to BusinessDay’s OBOKOH ANTHONIA on access to the right mental healthcare and psychological effect, stigma and the need for government to support. Excerpts:

Oluwatayo

who has gone through training, 
have relevant continuous pro-
fessional development and peer 
support and supervision.

 
Can you please explain the 

services you render here?
We focus on three areas: 

in-patients services, out-pa-
tient services and screening 
for stress, memory impairment 
among others. We have various 
screen services. Occasionally, 
we go out to see patients in their 
homes. 

 
How affordable are your 

services?
Our services are affordable, 

even though it is a little bit 
higher than what the govern-
ment owned hospital charges, 
but we have facilities that will 
justify our charges. Our technol-
ogy is international standard. 
We have a range of beds, open 
wards, private rooms, execu-
tive flats; the patient’s family 
can come and stay with them if 
they want.

We do recognize that there 
will be some people who will 
not be able to afford our price, so 

we are setting up what we call 
Samaritan Fund, where people 
can get access to money for their 
health care and the money is 
being managed by a credible or-
ganisation where individuals or 
cooperate organisations can also 
support people to access care. 

 
Kindly give a brief insight on 

mental disorder and depression 
as it is becoming more preva-
lent in Nigeria?

Common mental disorders 
such as depression, anxiety, 
adjustment disorders and drug 
abuse are very common in Ni-
geria. They are usually caused 
by life stresses that are preva-
lent in Nigeria such as financial 
worries, insecurity, lack of rest, 
noise pollution, poor sleep and 
so on. These are in addition to 
the well recognised adverse 
life events such as relationship 
breakdowns, job losses and fam-
ily disputes. So any situation 
that affects our psychological 
equilibrium can push us over 
the edge and lead to a mental 
breakdown. That is why it is 
important to know how to cope 
with these stressful situations. 

People you see roaming the 
streets are the ones at the very 
extreme end of mental disorder, 
most people with disorder walk 
around normally because there 
are varieties of mental disorder 
such as depression, eating disor-
der, obsession among others. It is 
a temporary thing that people 
can get out of, that is why it is 
called adjustment disorder. By 
the time you see a mentally 
challenged person on the street; 
he or she has surely missed 
so many opportunities and 
because they are on the street 
does not mean they cannot be 
treated. Once they bring them 
here, they also can be treated. 

 
What is your view on men-

tal health and its implication 
for the society?

Every society needs to ad-
dress its mental health needs. 
A health society has to be men-
tally sound and productive. 
Overall mental wellbeing of the 
society is the responsibility of 
the government who ensures 
that its citizens have adequate 
security and have a reasonable 
quality of life and are not im-
poverished. The government 
also takes the lead in providing 
mental health services spanning 
primary, secondary and tertiary 
cares. The government then pro-
vides an enabling environment 
including polices and regulatory 
frameworks for private provid-
ers such as The Retreat and 
charity organisations to help 
complement its efforts.

 
 Stigmatization is an issue 

with mental disorder, how can 
we overcome it?

Stigmatization is a very big 
issue all over the world, because 
people still find it difficult to 
identify with people with men-
tal health disorder. What we 
are doing is to put in place wel-
coming and standard facilities 
for people with mental health 
which means that quality ser-
vice that is being rendered to 
physical health can be done for 
mental health.

People should not look down 
on them, it can happen to any-
body, the way people can de-
velop diabetes, cancer, hyper-
tension, mental illness can as 
well happen to anybody. It is 
not because they are cursed. 

People need to understand that 
it is a slow process but when the 
patient gets better, they recover 
completely. 

 
How can access to mental 

healthcare be improved in Ni-
geria health sector?

We all need to do more to 
raise awareness on the scourge 
of mental disorders and to en-
courage people to access ser-
vices rather than patronizing 
charlatans and spiritual healers. 
When I say all, I mean relevant 
government agencies, mental 
health professionals like myself, 
the media, celebrities and reli-
gious and opinion leaders. We 
must all join hand and do more 
as stigma remains a big issue and 
is the most important single bar-
rier to access to services. 

 
What kinds of investments 

are needed to boost mental 
healthcare in Nigeria?

All over the world, private 
and charity and not-for-profit 
organisations complement gov-
ernment efforts as no govern-
ment can do everything by 
itself.  We need people and 
organisations including foreign 
ones to invest in mental health 
services in Nigeria. The chal-
lenges are massive but they are 
not impossible to overcome.

 
What is your advice for 

managing and preventing men-
tal health challenges?

Mental breakdown is not the 
end of the world. It could be a 
breakthrough so that someone 
can learn. But to prevent you 
from having a mental health 
disorder is to realize that a 
healthy body is a healthy mind. 
If you keep your body healthy, 
your mind will function better 
therefore, you need to comply 
with healthy lifestyle such as 
abstaining from smoking, if you 
want to indulge, it must be in 
moderation, engage in exercise, 
eat balance diet. Most impor-
tantly people need to sleep; a lot 
of Nigerians do not sleep eight to 
six hours every night and it has 
to be structured in such a way 
that there will be consistency. 
People need to take time out 
of work and rest. Most impor-
tantly if you notice anything do 
not let it drag for too long, seek 
medical help.



Sports

J
ust 24 hours after resum-
ing ticket sales for the 
Russia 2018 FIFA World 
Cup, a total of 159,402 
tickets (98 per cent of the 

currently available inventory) 
have been allocated to fans from 
around the world with only a 
few products still available in 
this sales period.

As a result of the very high 
demand, virtually the full inven-
tory of tickets was allocated to 
fans; with only special-access 
tickets (SATs) left a few hours 
after the current ticket sales 
period opened.

51 per cent of the ticket ap-
plications have been placed by 
Russian fans, with international 
demand accounting for the re-
maining 49 per cent. Fans from 
Argentina, Mexico, the USA, 
Brazil, Colombia, China, Austra-
lia, Germany and India make up 
the rest of the top ten.

During the current sales pe-
riod, which will conclude on 28 
November, fans will be able to 
purchase the remaining tickets 
in real time on FIFA.com/tickets 
with immediate confirmation of 
successful applications, subject 
to availability.

Given the remarkable inter-
est from all over the world, FIFA 
would like to remind all football 
fans that FIFA.com/tickets is 
the only official and legitimate 
website on which to buy 2018 
FIFA World Cup tickets. Tickets 
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2018 FIFA World Cup tickets 
in high demand

Pots announced for 2018 World Cup draw

Stories by ANthoNy Nlebem

obtained from any other source 
(for example, unauthorised in-
termediaries such as ticket bro-
kers, internet auctions, internet 
ticket agents, internet or other 
unofficial ticket exchange plat-
forms) will be automatically 
cancelled once identified and 
will not entitle the ticket holder 
to access the stadium or to any 
refund or other compensation.

Upon conclusion of the cur-
rent phase, sales will resume on 
5 December after the Final Draw 
as follows: random selection 
draw window from 5 December 
2017 until 31 January 2018, and 
first-come, first-served from 13 

With Peru c omplet-
ing the line-up of 32 
teams for the 2018 

FIFA World Cup Russia, we now 
know the seeding pots for the 
Final Draw on 1 December.

It was confirmed in Septem-
ber, by the Organising Commit-
tee for FIFA Competitions, that 
all teams will be allocated to 
(eight-team) pots 1 to 4 based on 
sporting principles. The October 
2017 edition of the FIFA/Coca-
Cola World Ranking will be used 
to allocate all qualified teams to 
the four pots according to their 
ranking in descending order, 
after hosts Russia, who take the 

March 2018 until 3 April 2018. 
Tickets purchased during sales 
phases 1 and 2 will be delivered 
free of charge to fans in the 
weeks leading up to the tourna-
ment, with deliveries planned 
to start in April/May 2018 (sub-
ject to change). Tickets may be 
purchased by Visa, the official 
payment services partner of 
FIFA, or by other accepted pay-
ment methods. To find out more 
about payment methods, please 
click here.

A total of 622,117 tickets had 
already been allocated on the 
conclusion of the first window of 
sales phase 1 on 12 October 2017.

Visa recently announced the 
addition of three athletes 
who make up the Nigerian 

Women’s Bobsled Team to Team 
Visa, currently training to become 
the first ever-African representa-
tives, men or women, to qualify 
for the Olympic Winter Games 
in the sport of Bobsled. Together, 
Bobsled pilot Seun Adigun, and 
brakemen Ngozi Onwumere and 
Akuoma Omeoga, combine their 
elite track backgrounds to chase 
their bobsled dreams.

Without access to proper 
training equipment or valuable 
ice time to perfect their skills, 
the members of the Nigerian 
Women’s Bobsled Team started 
their journey on the snow-less 
grounds of Houston, Texas, in a 
wooden sled they nicknamed 
‘The Maeflower.’ Once the team 
set their sights on the Olympic 
Winter Games PyeongChang 
2018, they established a crowd-
funding website hoping to raise 

Bobsled Breakmen): Onwumere, 
a former competitive sprinter, 
clinched a Silver and Gold medal 
at the 2015 African Games in Re-
public of the Congo in the 200m 
and 4x100m relay, respectively. 
Onwumere started training af-
ter being recruited by Adigun 
in 2016.

• Akuoma Omeoga (Nigeria, 
Bobsled Breakmen): Omeoga 
is a graduate of the University 
of Minnesota where she was a 
sprinter for the university’s track 
and field team, competing in the 
100m and 200m races. The Olym-
pic Winter Games PyeongChang 
2018 will be the first time she is 
representing Nigeria.

“Already the support and en-
couragement we have felt as part 
of Team Visa has been a dream 
come true,” said Seun Adigun, 
driver of the Nigerian Women’s 
Bobsled Team. “We are proud to 
be part of a team that shares our 
mission and has connected us 

Visa sponsors Nigerian Bobsled 
Team to 2018 Winter Olympics

with the resources we needed 
to reach our goal, and hopefully 
empower others to do the same.”

Since the program began in 
2000, Team Visa has supported 
over 400 Olympic and Paralym-
pic Athletes and hopefuls by 
providing them with the tools, re-
sources and support they need to 
reach their highest potential, re-
gardless of origin or background. 
Team Visa features a diverse 
group of Olympic and Paralympic 
athletes who embody our core 
values – acceptance, partner-
ship and innovation – and was 
cultivated with the global reach 
of the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games in mind.

The women of the Nigerian 
Women’s Bobsled Team joins 
Team Visa’s diverse roster of 
athletes, which includes: Mikaela 
Shiffrin (USA), Chloe Kim (USA), 
Gus Kenworthy (USA), Hilary 
Knight (USA), Oksana Masters 
(USA), Mark McMorris (Canada), 
Lee Sang-Hwa (South Korea), 
Kamil Stoch (Poland) and others.

For additional information 
on Team Visa, follow along at @
VisaNews on Twitter and visit 
www.visa.com.

the much-needed funds to get to 
PyeongChang. Upon discovering 
the page, Visa was inspired by their 
story and determination to carve 
out a place in history and pledged 
to help solidify the team’s trip to the 
Olympic Winter Games.

“When we first heard their 
story we recognized the collec-
tive spirit of these athletes as a 
perfect fit for Team Visa,” said 
Chris Curtin, chief brand and 
innovation marketing officer 
at Visa. “By joining Team Visa, 
we hope to provide this group 
of determined athletes with a 
global stage to tell their story and 
inspire athletes all over the world 
to follow their dreams and never 
give up.”

The athleticism and determi-
nation of each member of the Ni-
gerian Women’s Bobsled Team is 
palpable, as they push to rewrite 
history in their sport:

• Seun Adigun (Nigeria, Bob-
sled Driver): Adigun represented 
Nigeria in the 100m hurdles 
at the London 2012 Olympic 
Games. Wanting to get back on 
the Olympic stage, she began 
training for bobsled in 2014.

• Ngozi Onwumere (Nigeria, 

POT 1                 POT 2                  POT 3    
            POT 4

Russia                Spain                     Denmark       
      Serbia

Germany           Peru                       Iceland         
        Nigeria

Brazil                Switzerland       Costa Rica               
Australia

Portugal            England                Sweden        
         Japan

Argentina          Colombia              Tunisia       
          Morocco

Belgium             Mexico                  Egypt                  
 Panama

Poland              Uruguay               Senegal                  
K/Republic

France               Croatia                 Iran         
               S/Arabia

top seeding spot.
With those factors in mind, here are the 

final pots for the Final Draw:
It is worth remembering that the principle 

of drawing the teams into the groups will 
remain unchanged. This means that no teams 
from the same confederation, with the excep-
tion of UEFA, which could have up to two 
teams in the same group, will be drawn into 
the same group.

The Final Draw will take place on Friday 1 
December at Moscow’s State Kremlin Palace. 
Make sure to follow the event as it unfolds on 
FIFA.com and across our social media plat-
forms: Twitter, Facebook and Instagram.
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NBBF did not remove Civil Defence from FIBA Africa championship

E
verybody likes to 
associate with a win-
ning football team. 
That is where the 
bragging rights are 

not checked. The victory of 
the Super Eagles has elec-
trified Nigeria. Those who 
have been asking if winning 
the 2018 World Cup ticket 
is enough to prove Nigeria is 
ready for Russia finally got 
their answer. A brilliant ‘yes’!

No doubt, football fans and 
non-football fans across the 
country are delighted with 
the Super Eagles’ latest per-
formance against Albiceleste. 
Nigeria gave Argentina an 
unanticipated defeat, scoring 
four goals to counter a two-
nil lead.

The same Eagles Nigerians 
lost hope in years back are the 
biggest talk in town. As Goal.
com reports, “the win has left 
fans buzzing after the Super 
Eagles started their prepara-
tion for next year’s World Cup 
in Russia on a high.”

This newly found stardom 
proves that changing the foot-
ball narrative in Nigeria is all 
a matter of time and commit-
ment. Commitment, not just 
from the team players, the 
coach and the Nigeria Football 
Federation (NFF), but commit-
ment from sponsors who are 
the major force behind the 
scene.

It is good to praise our fan-
tastic squad, coach-Gernot 
Rohr, and President Amaju 
Pinnick for their tactical ap-
proach. However, Nigerians 
must also commend Aiteo, 
the energy group that signed 

The Nigeria Basketball Fed-
eration (NBBF) on Friday 
said it did not throw out 

Civil Defence Basketball Club 
of Abuja from the ongoing FIBA 
Africa Zone 3 Men’s Club Cham-
pionship in Lagos.

Vice-President of NBBF, Ba-
batunde Ogunade, told the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in La-
gos that the club left on its own 
without consulting the competi-
tion’s organisers.

“The board had to bend back-
wards to accommodate the De-
fenders and they have already 
spent four days, slept and fed, 
played some few games. They 
just woke up and left the com-
petition.

“This is indeed disturbing as 
it has affected the fixtures and 
the numbers of games to be 
played by participating clubs,’’ 
Ogunade said.

Ogunade said the club’s leader 
of delegation to the tournament, 

AmoS DAfeNoNe

a N2.5 billion five-year spon-
sorship deal with NFF at a 
point where it was in debt and 
abandoned by corporate enti-
ties. It is a partnership that has 
conferred on Aiteo the title of 
Official Optimum Partner of 
the NFF.

Recognising that nothing 
compares to football in its 
power to create unity across 
the whole population, from 
the youngest school child 
to the oldest citizen, poor to 
rich, illiterates to intellectuals, 
Aiteo committed to financing 
football as its core act of social 
responsibility.

It is quite impressive that 
Aiteo’s investment, which was 
described as a ‘long–awaited 
injection of funds the NFF 
has earnestly yearned for,” is 
finally putting Nigerian foot-

ball on an enviable spot.
With the World Cup ticket, 

Aiteo’s ambition to boost the 
performance of the Nigerian 
team and return the country 
to the position of dominance 
in African football has been 
achieved. However, with the 
win against Argentina, the 
dream is bigger: a position of 
dominance in global football.

Today, football in Nigeria 
is garnering the attention it 
deserves. Our global ranking 
has greatly improved and our 
grade A friendly match with 
Argentina is another major 
boost. 

It is hard to imagine that 
in the midst of our mammoth 
problems, we’ve found a soft 
spot for our national team. 
Football is so magical and win-
ning sends off the right amount 

Titus Ayodele, is a member of 
the NBBF board and he ought 
to know the right steps to take.

“They own their team and 
it’s not the job of NBBF to clear 
players for FIBA competitions, 
because we heard that they 
were not properly cleared and 
were left to play with six players.

“As Civil Defence, they run 
a basketball outfit. We sent the 
guidelines to them one clear 

month, before we even sent to 
Kano Pillars and Gombe Bulls,’’ 
he said.

Ogunade who is the cham-
pionship’s LOC chairman said it 
was surprising that before NBBF 
could reach the Civil Defence 
delegation to discuss with them, 
they were already in Okene in 
Kogi state.

“There was nothing the fed-
eration could do then, because 

of spark that blurs our differ-
ences. Just in the same country 
where some are clamouring 
for secession, we seem not to 
be bothered that the team that 
brought us victory is a mix of 
one Iwobi, Musa and Idowu, 
working together to win.

As a country irrespective 
of our ethnic divisions, we can 
identify with and we have a 
renewed faith in the national 
team.

Benedict Peters, the founder 
and Executive Vice Chairman 
of Aiteo Group, underscoring 
the power of football, said in 
an article on Huffington Post: 
“Nigerian cities, once too famil-
iar with the echoes of fearful 
cries, resound today with the 
passionate cheers and gasps 
of suspense that can only be 
aroused by the beautiful game.”

Benedict Peters, who proved 
his chops in the oil and gas 
sector from his early days in 
Oando and MRS, before float-
ing what is today known as 
Aiteo, does not make as much 
noise. He is however elated by 
the noise of resounding success 
from the streets. This spurred 
his company’s investment in 
football, which he has now 
taken beyond Nigeria to Africa.

Aiteo has taken this gospel 
of unity through football be-
yond Nigeria, with its recent 
commitment to sponsor Con-
federation of African Football 
(CAF) Awards. To this, Benedict 
Peters says: “Through the unity 
of our people we have created 
a shared identity, and nowhere 
is that shared identity more 
apparent, more celebrated and 
more unifying than in football. 

that was when I was away in 
Abuja.

“My journey also to Abuja 
was very imperative to the 
development of basketball as 
the Federal Executive Council 
had awarded N17.5 million to 
the victorious D’Tigress team 
who won the 2017 AfroBasket 
in Mali.”

“Once the cheque has been 
cleared we will disburse the 
money accordingly,’’ he added.

Meanwhile, the President of 
FIBA Zone 3 and member of the 
FIBA Africa central board, Sam-
uel Ahmedu, has expressed his 
happiness over the current level 
of development of basketball.

“I am so elated at the level of 
development of basketball, ever 
since the present Musa Kida 
board got into office.

“The current board has gone 
ahead to win the AfroBasket 
women’s championship in Mali, 
the men’s team came second 
with just two weeks of prepa-
ration and the junior national 

teams have also been excelling.
“And now for the first time 

the NBBF board is hosting a 
FIBA-rated club championship 
in a well-organised arena that 
has top-rate facilities. Indeed, I 
am very impressed.

“This is one of the best facili-
ties that have been used for club 
championships since I became 
the president of the zone in 
2014,’’Ahmedu said.

He acknowledged that the 
withdrawal of Civil Defence 
has dampened the enthusiasm 
of the organisers, but the com-
petition would still continue as 
planned.

“This is life and they are in 
charge of their own team and 
they have chosen not to play and 
they left. It does not affect those 
who will qualify.

“They have lost the opportu-
nity to learn and become better 
and they have exposed them-
selves to sanctions by FIBA and 
it’s nobody’s fault,’’ Ahmedu said.

ANthoNy Nlebem
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Quotes of the

Track & Find your Devices

Only when you request, Prey will gather and 
deliver detailed evidence back to you, includ-
ing pictures of who’s using your stolen device, 
its current location, the wifi networks sur-
rounding it, public and private IP addresses, 
and much more.
When your data is at stake, bad things can 
happen. Prey allows you to remotely wipe the 
most relevant information, lock the device 
down, and even retrieve your most important 
files.
Find your laptop or mobile devices wherever 
it is, anywhere in the world from anywhere 
in the world. The more, the better. It will 
show you how accurate the location is.
They will signal where your device is hiding 
anywhere in the world. See your device’s 
specs and the main user’s registered name.
Thieves won’t stand a chance. For mobiles, it 
includes front and back camera. For Laptops 
and Desktops it includes a screenshot. all of 
them taken silently.

Blogs
From the 

“I have told the chairman that I was in the PDP 
before but not now. God forbid, se when dog 
vomits, it will go back to eat its vomit, no. I 
have said no partisan politics for me again, but 
Nigeria is my passion until death do us apart. 
And anything that concerns Nigeria, the good 
of Nigeria, you’ll see my involvement. Olusegun 
Obasanjo, ex-president of Nigeria.

“I always say that I reformed the democratic 
process as President in order to consolidate 
democracy in Nigeria and the sub-region. I con-
ceded defeat without a fight because I wanted 
to set a standard for our democracy, going 
forward. We don’t get to hear about such court 
cases in mature democracies. I wanted us to 
get to that point in our democratic experience. 
I thought that it won’t be out of place if we got 
to that stage where those who lost elections 
will be able to congratulate those who won”. 
Goodluck Jonathan, immediate past president 
of Nigeria.

“This restructuring everybody is asking 
for, we will have about 500 different ideas of 
restructuring. There is call for restructuring 
to reduce the number of states to only a few 
either back to the old region or to the zones.” 
“Those are some of the ideas that I do not know 
whether it will be possible for any state today 
to wish to be merged with another state. Let us 
see whether our politicians will see guidelines 
to be able to achieve what they want”. Yakubu 
Gowon, former military head of state. 

Numbers
30%
Guinness Nigeria Plc has posted 30 per cent 
growth in revenue for the first quarter ended 
Sept. 30, 2017.

A
cross Africa, young people 
are on the move. This large-
scale migration, which is 
putting economic and social 
pressure on host countries 

across the continent, is driven largely 
by factors like poverty, instability, and 
natural disasters. But the biggest cause 
of displacement is a concern shared by 
many around the world: the inability to 
find work close to home.

M a ny  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  h ave 
recorded significant GDP growth over 
the last decade. But the additional 
wealth has not translated into formal 
employment. In fact, 70%of workers 
in Sub-Saharan Africa remain in the 
informal sector, such as smallholder 
farming, street vending, and domestic 
tasks, rather than salaried jobs.

Africa’s  youth are the hardest 
hit  by thes e unemployment and 
underemployment trends. But young 
people also hold the keys to the engine 
of Africa’s struggling job market.

By 2030, over 120 million young 
people will enter the workforce across 
the continent. To create enough stable 
jobs,  Africa will  ne e d to improve 
education, expand access to financial 
services, encourage civic participation, 
and provide social safety nets. But one 
of the biggest impacts will come when 
young people are fully empowered to 
pursue entrepreneurship. With the right 
support, the continent’s youngest job 

is growing.
And in South Africa, Marlon Parker, 

founder of the social innovation academy 
and incubator RLabs, created a virtual 
currency called Zlato to encourage active 
participation in skills-training workshops. 
When young people attend courses, 
access laptops, or book rooms at RLabs 
cafes, they earn Zlato credit that can be 
exchanged for food, medical care, and 
basic necessities. Since its inception in 
2008, RLabs has created tens of thousands 
of jobs and is now active in 24 countries.

Africa’s youngest entrepreneurs 
are not only finding ways to support 
themselves and contribute to their 
communities; they are solving the main 
cause of migration on – and off – the 
continent. Entrepreneurs supported 
through the Anzisha Prize, for example, 
have created more than 300 jobs and 
generate d more than $850,000 in 
capital. Fellows funded by Ashoka , 
another organization supported by the 
Mastercard Foundation, have created a 
staggering 200,000 jobs.

T h e  s k i l l  w i t h  w h i c h  y o u n g 
people are creating jobs through such 
enterprises gives great hope for the 
future. These bright, talented Africans 
are demonstrating the tenacity needed 
to overcome existing barriers and 
contribute to the wellbeing of their 
families, communities, and countries.

This should not come as a surprise. 
Young people everywhere are closest to 
the challenges their generation faces, and 
they often have the solutions to those that 
most affect them. We should offer our 
support. As many more young Africans 
prepare to enter the workforce, adequate 
job creation will require continued 
expansion of entrepreneurship. After 
all, these are the jobs that will keep 
Africa’s young people on the continent 
for generations to come.
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seekers can lead Africa’s employment 
growth forward.

In many ways, Africa’s youth are 
already confronting the challenge. This 
generation is more educated than their 
parents, and they live in countries that 
have benefited from rapid and broad 
development, including growing access 
to information, financial products, and 
other business-related services. African 
young people have high aspirations to 
shape the future of their countries.

Y e t  e n t re p re n e u r s h i p  i s  o f t e n 
considered a path of last resort. Young 
Africans s ell  go o ds or pro duc e in 
marketplaces, not because they want to, 
but because they have no other choice. 
Self-employment is often combined with 
other sources of seasonal, temporary, or 
part-time work. The goal is to make ends 
meet, not to launch a career.

But times are changing. And today, 
young African business leaders are 
emerging to tackle complex problems, 
and in the process, putting many of their 
peers to work. There are countless success 
stories. In Kenya, Munyutu Waigi and 
Ivan Mbowa co-founded Umati Capital, a 
digital finance hub that helps agricultural 
processors, traders, and cooperatives 
access funds needed to expand their 
businesses. For their efforts, Waigi and 
Mbowa won the 2015 Zambezi Prize, 
which recognizes innovative approaches 
to promoting financial inclusion.

In Ghana, Mabel Suglo co-founded 
Eco-Shoes, a company that helps artists 
with disabilities create fashionable, 
comfortable footwear and accessories 
from old tires and recycled fabric.

In 2015, the Anzisha Prize, a joint 
initiative of the African Leadership 
Academy in South Africa and the 
Mastercard Foundation, honored Suglo 
for her innovative business strategy. 
Suglo provides mentoring in product 
development and financial literacy to 
five employees, and today, her business 

A youthful remedy for Africa’s 
youth unemployment

Governor Okezie Ikpeazu of Abia penultimate 
Thursday said that the state generated N1.4 
billion from the sale of Made-in-Nigeria goods, 
since the campaign began.

N1.4bn


