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STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Dec 20: Ex-

perts today called upon legis-

lators in Assam to raise issues

concerning women and chil-

dren on the floor of the House,

acquaint themselves with the

existing provisions concern-

ing their rights and engage in

advocacy of matters concern-

ing the welfare of women and

children.

The suggestions were made

during the fifth phase of the on-

going Sabal Bidhayak pro-

gramme initiated by the As-

sam Legislative Assembly in

collaboration with Guwahati-

based Centre for Develop-

ment and Peace Studies.

Addressing the MLAs and

invited civil society represent-

atives, Lok Sabha MP from

Guwahati Bijoya Chakraborty

said, !Legislators must also

make it a point to champion

the rights of women in the un-

organised sector and raise is-

sues concerning the welfare of

children, besides using their

resources as public represent-

atives in the fight against

crimes like molestation, rape

and dowry." She said, on the

whole legislators must be able

to give a sense of security to

women and children by fight-

ing for their privileges both

within and outside the House.

Columnist and television

commentator Maini Mahanta

said legislators, the police,

doctors and lawyers have to

be extra-sensitive on issues

concerning rights of women

and children. !I know of a case

MLAs asked to raise
issues on women,
children in House

where a woman who was mo-

lested on a city road was

asked by the police whether

she had lost any of her be-

longings during the incident,

thereby suggesting that it was

not a major incident," Mahan-

ta said.

Speaking on the occasion,

CDPS executive director

Wasbir Hussain highlighted

the findings of a study con-

ducted by the research cen-

tre on women#s access to rep-

resentation and justice. The

study conducted in Assam,

Meghalaya and Nagaland

found that the primary reason

for women in these three

states not being part of the de-

cision-making process is the

denial of party tickets to them

by political parties.

He, however, pointed out

that the interest level of wom-

en in Assam in politics is quite

high as revealed by the study.

Speaking on Executive-

Legislature relations, Jatin

Hazarika, (retd), who has the

distinction of working closely

with six different Chief Minis-

ters of Assam, said as per laid

down rules, a minister has the

power to take the final deci-

sion in a matter concerning his

or her department, but a bu-

reaucrat of that department is

expected to provide the min-

ister the right counsel.

Former State Chief Secre-

tary PK Datta, who is current-

ly the Chairman of the Fifth

Assam State Finance Commis-

sion, said the fundamental prin-

ciple of parliamentary democ-

racy is the rule of law.

Students having a look at models on display at a project work

exhibition held at a school in Guwahati on Tuesday. ! UB Photos

Training on digital
payment from today

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATI, Dec 20: The National Institute of Rural

Development & Panchayati Raj is conducting a two-day

training of trainers (ToT) programme on $Enabling Digital

Payments in Rural India# on December 21 and 22 for senior

rural development officials of all eight north eastern states

for successful implementation of the demonetisation

schemes of the Government of India.

During the two-day training programme, representatives

from different states will be provided hands on training on

cashless transaction. They will be exposed to areas like

digital payment methods, Unified Payment Interface (UPI)

and Aadhar Enabled Payment System (AEPS), Mobile

Wallets, QR (quick response) Code and Virtual PoS (point of

sale), etc.

The officials to be trained during the two-day programme

in turn shall provide training in their respective states in

cascading mode, so as to reach the ultimate beneficiaries of

the government schemes like MGNREGA, PMAY, NRLM,

etc. at the grassroots level, a press release stated.

Radio awareness
workshop at GU

CORRESPONDENT

JALUKBARI, Dec 20: The Department of Communication

and Journalism, Gauhati University in partnership with the

Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and

Commonwealth Educational Media Centre for Asia (CEM-

CA), New Delhi, is organising a radio awareness workshop

on December 21 and 22 in the conference hall of the new

academic building, Gauhati University, to popularise the

concept of community radio in the north-eastern region.

It is noteworthy that Union Minister for Information and

Broadcasting  Venkaiah Naidu had recently announced 90 per

cent subsidy for setting up community radio stations in the

north-eastern region. Keeping this in mind the workshop

aims to equip the people with awareness relating to setting

up of community radio stations.


