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Subject: Grade 11 History 

Term: 3     Week: 10    

Lesson Number: 80B 

Date: ______/_______/2021

Unit 11.4: World War II and its Aftermath 

Topic: China 

Subtopic: The New Revolutionaries 

Leaning Outcomes:  

1. Describe the May Fourth Movement 

2. Describe the leadership and the principles of the Kuomintang 

3. Interpret timeline 

 

Introduction 

Welcome to lesson 80B.  In this lesson you will look at New Revolutionaries in China where 

the Kuomintang comes into existence. 

 

Instructions 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header.  Make sure your handwriting is neat and legible. 

(I will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to School). 

 

Practice Exercise  

 

Copy the questions into your exercise book and use the lesson resource to answer them. 
 
1. What did Japan present to China in 1915? What was it about?  

 

2. What was the May Fourth Movement about? Identify the event.  

 

3. Who was Sun Yet Sen? Write a summary character profile. 

 

4. What ideologies do the KMT and CCP promote?  

 

5. Refer to Timeline in Figure 5 to answer these questions. Write the dates for the 

events in the space provided.  

a) KMT retreat to Taiwan 

b) Northern Expedition  

c) Civil war  

d) CCP formed  

e) 2nd Sino- Japan War  
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Resource 

 

When World War 1 broke out in 1914, China refused to take sides. The felt no loyalty to 
any foreign country and were quite prepared to see the European nations destroy one 
another. The Western powers were fighting the war in Europe and were not concerned 
about China. China was also militarily weak during this time. Japan wanted China to be 
part of this empire and therefore presented “The Twenty –one Demands” to China in 
1915. The demands aimed at making China part of the Japanese Empire. China had no 
choice but to accept the demands. However, at the end of the war in 1919, the victorious 
western powers again turned their attention to China. They allowed the Japanese to keep 
control of Shandong Peninsula because it was an alley in the war. The Chinese who did 
not want foreign control in China were furious and a national protest called the May 
Fourth Movement began.  
 
The May Fourth Intellectual Movement (1919)  
The whole of China was united in anger for a brief period. Shops were closed, Japanese 
goods were destroyed, students demonstrated and newspapers wrote fierce articles 
about foreign actions. The students took on themselves to show the world that they were 
not ready to be branded as a worthless race of the twentieth century. The May fourth 
movement was largely a student movement; it reflected the growth of nationalistic feeling 
in China.  
 
The Kuomintang  
While Sun Yat-Sun and his nationalists were preoccupied with the problems inside 
China, many Chinese were observing events outside China. They had watched the 
Russian revolution and communist takeover of Russia Empire. Some Chinese leaders 
decided that a communist China may solve the problems and so they established the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in 1921. Many Chinese turned to communism as an 
answer to china’s main problem – the poverty of the Chinese peasants. With the increase 
in population, it was difficult for the peasants to produce from the very small blocks of 
land enough food to feed the family and at the same time pay land rents to landlords. 
They wanted land to be equally distributed among the whole population. At first CCP was 
small but soon the number started increasing and for the next 29 years it would become 
the ruling party.  
 
The Kuomintang Reorganises  
In 1921, when CCP was being formed, Sun Yat sen faced many problems;  

 The country was still divided, though the KMT controlled the south of China, the north 

was still controlled by the Warlords. 

 Throughout China, the peasants were suffering from the effects of the breakdown of 
the Qing dynasty. The warlords had failed to keep up the repairs of dykes and 
irrigation systems in repair. This had led to flooding and poor harvest.  

 Poverty and hunger developed into outright famine.  
 
Sun Yet-Sun realised that he needed to help China. He knew that China needed a strong 
and well organized government to deal with its enormous problems. He was ready to 
work with CCP. In 1924, with Soviet help, Sun reorganised the KMT to include more 
interest groups like scholars, students, merchants, factory owners, landowners and 
peasants and to form an army. The GMD and the CCP planned to work together, but in 
1925, Sun Yetsen died of cancer. Sun had been loved by many and praised as the father 
of modern China and his policies had been accepted. However, under the new leader, 
Chiang Kaishek, divisions amongst the Chinese deepened.  
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Sun Yat-sen  
Sun Yat-sen was a major politician and a Chinese revolutionary who co-founded the 
Kuomintang and served as its first leader. Known as the Father of Modern China, Sun 
Yat-Sen played a key role in abolishing the Qing Dynasty in China and was the first 
provisional president of the Republic of China when it was first set up in 1912. This 
leader had spent much of his life living in exile. Unification of China was one of his 
dreams. His ideology, famously known as The Three Principles of the People, the 
political philosophy of nationalism, democracy and socialism is one of his legacies to 
the people of China and Taiwan where he is venerated for his revolutionary efforts.  
 
Sun Yat-sen stepped into revolutionary activities when the Qing government started 
promoting advanced techniques and education in China. He gave up his medical practice 
to contribute to the transformation of China into a western style constitutional power. Sun 
established the Revive China Society in 1894 as his first step towards a full-fledged 
revolutionary activity in order to establish a Republic China. Sun was exiled for nineteen 
years for his 1895 failed coup. During exile, he traveled to Europe, the United States, 
Japan and Canada raising funds for his revolutionary activities. He joined a rebellious 
Chinese group in Japan, where he spent most of his years in exile. After spending almost 
ten years in Japan, he went to the United States.  
 
On 10 October 1911, a military rebellion at Wunchang ended over thousand years of 
monarchy in China. Sun Yat-sen returned to China and was elected as the provisional 
President of the Republic of China in a meeting of representatives from provinces on 29 
December 1911. January 1, 1912 became the first day of the first Year of the Republic; 
thus making a calendar system that is still used in many parts of China. Sun’s revolution 
had seen a series of defeats before the establishment of the Republic of China and with 
the new found success of the revolution, Sun became known as the National Father of 
modern China.  
 
Republic of China  
After assuming the power, Sun Yat-sen called for the leaders of all provinces to elect new 

senators in order to establish the National Assembly of the Republic of China. Once the 

Assembly was formed, the provisional law of the Republic became the basic law of the 

nation. In 1913 Sun led a futile coup against Yuan, the head of the Beiyang Army, whom 

he had promised the presidency of the New Republic if he helped him abolish the Qing 

Emperor. 

 

Failing his promise, Yuan had declared himself the new emperor to Sun’s disdain. 
However, Yuan’s dictatorship came to an end in 1916 and he was forced to step down 
from the throne. After the failed coup of 1913, Sun escaped to Japan where he 
reorganized the Kuomintang. On 25 October, 1915 Sun married to Soong ching-ling 
without divorcing his first wife Lu Muzhen, despite furious resistance from the Chinese 
community.  
 
Sun Yat-sen was re-elected as the president of the Kuomintang on 10 October 1919 and 
remained in his position until 12 March 1925. Having failed in his initial efforts, Sun 
embarked on consolidating alliance with Chinese communists and adopted a policy of 
Active Corporation. He viewed the Military forces as the only weapon to unify China and 
establish a democracy in the country.  
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In his later life, Sun actively participated in organising seminars and gave extensive 

speeches calling upon Chinese people to discuss the future of the country despite his 

worsening health. After delivering a speech in North on 10 November 1924 Sun gave 

another famous speech in Japan on 28th of the month and initiated peace talks with the 

Northern leaders on the unification of China. He did not live to see his country unified 

because he died of liver cancer on 12 March 1925 in a hospital in Beijing 

 

Modern China 

 


