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KEEP CURRENT WITH UPCOMING EVENTS IN CRUISE NEWS

NEXT ICA GET TOGETHER  

ICA / RNZYS “FOCUS ON CRUISING” EVENINGS AT THE SQUADRON QUARTERDECK.
Friday September 11th–AIS– Arguably the best thing to happen to cruising this decade.  6:00 pm  Start & 
bar opens. Dinner 7:00 to 7:30 Buffet Meal $35pp - Hosts, Jeff Robins - Vesper Marine and Tony Whiting

Heaps of Updates
Multihull Solutions Wonderful Sail 2 Indonesia Update

Doyle PCR Update
What Works

Just do it!
Cruising gear for sale

Next “Focus” Evening 

FRIDAY 11th Sept 2015

Welcome to Anietyum Is.
VANUATU

Drama on the High Seas

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Island-Cruising-Association/123857301063240
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A Warrior Welcome to the Pacific 
Circuit Rally Fleet at Anietyum, on 
the Vanuatu leg of the rally. Vanuatu 
was hard hit by Cyclone Pam but the 
people have bounced back and are 
well on the way to full recovery.

John & Lyn

Greetings we’re now past the half way 
point in the PCR and nearly there with the 
Sail 2 Indonesia Rally and both fleets are 
having a ball.
For a full update on both rallies click the 
links on the next page.
Dates and a provisional program have now 
been set for the 2016 Doyle Pacific Rally 
and it’s going to be a cracker, see updates 
for more info.
Dates have also been set for a Cruising 
Prep Seminar series in Australia for 2016. 
Brisbane and Cairns are the venue and the 
timing coincides with the start of the 2016 
MS S2I Rally in Cairns.
Don’t forget club night on the 11th of 
September Please get your bookings in by 
Wednesday the 9th.

ALL POINTS, PORT 2 PORT &
VAVA’U BLUE WATER FESTIVAL
Registrations are now open for these events.

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=1687
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3097
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3315

2015 CRUISING PREP SEMINAR
Registrations are now open for this event.

DATE - 28th and 29th November
RNZYS Westhaven Auckland 

For more info or To Register click the link.
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=1563

2016 MULTIHULL SOLUTIONS
SAIL 2 INDONESIA RALLY

Expressions of Interest are now open for the 2016 

NEXT UP.

event, registrations are closed for this year.
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=2714

2016 DOYLE PACIFIC RALLY
Dates Confirmed. For more detail and a link to 
register interest in the rally click to link

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3009

2016 AUSTRALIAN CPS
Dates are Confirmed for two Cruising Preparation 
Seminars in Australia in 2016.
BRISBANE -  June 25th and 26th at Manly
CAIRNS - July 2nd and 3rd at the CCYS
For full details and a booking form click the link 
below.

Lambata - Indonesia The rally fleet 
anchored in the calm anchorage with the smoking 
volcano in the background.

Island Cruising Regattas Ltd. Trading as the Island Cruising Association or ICA - Directors;- John & Lyn Martin
email: john@islandcruising.co.nz    Snail mail: P.O. Box 534, Paihia Bay of Islands, 0290, New Zealand 
Voice mail: mobile 027-242-1088 & 021-242-1088  Office:- The good ship "WINDFLOWER",  South Pacific
New Zealand 09 8898 444  Australia - 073 0403072

www.islandcruising.co.nzCONTACT US....

NEXT CLUB NIGHT.
Friday 11th September  - Quarterdeck Restaurant – 

RNZYS – Westhaven
The forth in this joint Island Cruising Association / RNZYS 

“Focus on Cruising” Series in September focuses on AIS or 
Automatic Identification System. Developed for ships this has 
rapidly become a “Must Have” for cruising sailors both coastal 
and Offshore.  Jeff Robins, Director of Development at Vesper 

Marine and keen cruiser is the speaker this month. Vesper 
are pioneers in AIS technology and the future of this product 
reads like a SiFi story. Come along and hear what Jeff has to 

say on What AIS is now and where it’s going into future.
Bar opens at 6:00pm Dinner at 7:30 Buffet $35pp 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL, please email bookings to 
john@islandcruising.co.nz by Wednesday 9th September.
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“2016 Doyle 
South Pacific Rally”

OPEN TO ALL BOATS – THREE DIVISIONS

PERFORMANCE – HEAVY DISPLACEMENT – POWER

The Preliminary Program see’s a start Date in Mid May 2016
Start – 16th May – 23 May at Opua – Bay of Islands – Northland NZ – subject to weather.

With three divisions boats can choose their start time to suit their vessel and the passage conditions. 
Points will be awarded for a number of things including passage time, whether they visit the Miner-
va’s (the clock will stop when they drop anchor and start when they are underway again) and how 
much time they motor and for the Motor division, predicted time of arrival, fuel usage etc. All this 

thanks to PredictWind Tracking and the Iridium GO

First Leg – Opua to Vuda Point Marina, Fiji (via the Minerva’s if the weather per-
mits). Clearance will be handled at Vuda Point Marina as will the arrival festivities.

There will be a number of fun events programmed including a Pirates Race, Ya-
sawa challenge to Nanuya Boathouse – Blue Lagoon, Musket Madness at Musket 

Cove Resort and then to Robinson Crusoe Island for their world renown South 
Pacific Dinner and Show. If the girls don’t want to take part in the strenuous events 

there will be plenty of activities planned to keep them out of mischief too.
This rally offers a lot of fun but also features a “Performance” aspect in each divi-

sion. Based on a points system each division will have it’s own prize pool.
On conclusion of the scheduled events boats and their crew are then on their own to explore Fiji on 

their own program until the start of Leg 2.

Leg 2 – the “2016 Vuda 2 Vila”. 
There are two options for this Leg.

Option One - A Rally SPRINT - Direct - V2V
(This is also a stand alone event.)

Option Two - V2V via Anietyum and Tanna
Departure is planned from Vuda Marina Saturday 6th August 2016. 

The Course for option One is Via the Navula Passage and direct to Vila.
The course for Option Two leaves Fiji for Anatom, Vanuatu’s southernmost island 

where Clearance will be done at Anelghawhat, the fleet will regroup and after some fun on Mystery 
Island, just south of the anchorage, will head North to Port Resolution a 40 mile sprint. Mt Yasur on 
Tanna is a must see before the fleet heads to Vila to be Welcomed by Yachting World Vanuatu and 

the World Famous Waterfront Bar and Grill.
Boats are then free to explore Vanuatu.

Leg 3 is planned to depart Vanuatu to New Caledonia on Saturday 10th September.
Details for this leg will be released shortly.

Register your expression of Interest at http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3009

All Points Rally
16th - 22nd November 2015

Register Now..

Due to a glitch on the ICA server all of 
the islandcruising.org website forms 
were down for a while last month. 
If you submitted an Expression of 

Interest for the 2015 All Points Rally 
to Opua but haven’t had a confirma-
tion or an email from us we’ve likely 
missed your entry. If so please either 
email us your details or if you have 
access to the net please take the 

time to resubmit your entry, the forms are all working again now.

islandcruising.org

Updates...

Port 2 Port 
Down Under Rally

15th - 22nd 
November 2015

Register Now..

Long overdue, this rally takes those that 
have seen all they want to see in the Pacific, 
West to Australia, Newcastle to be exact and 

well south of all Cyclone activity. For more info see

port2portrally.com

R
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Island Cruising Assoc / RNZYS - Ocean Cruis-
ing Division-  “Focus on Cruising” evenings.

Focus Discussions on how to get yourself your crew 
and your boat out there cruising, extended coastal or 
offshore, safely and having fun. These evenings are 
being held at the Royal New Zealand Yacht Squadron 
club facility in Westhaven Auckland, monthly over 
winter. They are open to all RNZYS and ICA members, 
(please confirm attendance by email) and the public 
by invitation, please email 

2015 Focus on Cruising - Dates  -

Friday September 11th – Electronics – AIS -  What’s in 
the future
Friday October 9th – Sails and rigging – Sail trim and 
tuning, it’s not just for racers. 
Friday November 27th  – Welcome Back and Christ-
mas Party 

Club night presenters and topic date may vary from 
published.

2015 CRUISING PREP. SEMINAR
Weekend of 28th/29th November – Cruising Prepa-
ration Seminar.
RNZYS Westhaven Auckland 
For more info or To Register click the link.
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=1563

2016 CRUISING PREP. SEMINAR 
Australian Series.
Brisbane - Sat 25th & Sun 26th June.
Cairns - Sat 2nd & Sun 3rd July. – 
Cruising Preparation Seminar.

Locations:
• 5G Miro Place, Albany, Auckland
• Gulf Harbour Marina, Whangaparaoa, Auckland
www.enertecmarinesystems.com   e: info@enertec.net.nz

energy and
desalination 

equipment specialists
suppLy – instaLL – repair

agm geL
batteries

dieseL
generator

inverter/
charger

our qualified staff are
also experienced yachtsmen

so we understand your needs

soLar 
paneL

wind 
generator

water
maker

caLL 09 414 4730

Vava’u Blue Water Festival
Sail Week Sept 26 - Oct 2 2015 Fun Week Oct 3 - Oct10 2015

In the heart and soul of Tonga; the 
Vava’u Blue Water Festival is held over 2 weeks…
Sail week includes the Governors Cup Race and Friday Yacht 
Race and is heavily sponsored by the two NZ Northland Ports 
(Opua and Whangarei) to provide a fun forum for information 
to encourage Cruisers to “Hang a Left” and go down to 
Godzone (NZ) for the summer and then come back through 
the Pacific again next year! 
ICA Director John Martin will be on hand to explain passage 
planning and weather and set your mind at rest that a com-
fortable passage can be made to New Zealand.
NZ Biosecurity/Quarantine staff are present to answer all 
your questions on what can and can’t be taken into NZ, tour-
ism and the kiwi lifestyle will all be discussed & fundraising 
for the Vava’u Youth Sailing School is also a key goal.
Family week is a week of events for everyone – fishing days 
for the ladies and kids, ladies lunch, breast cancer dinner, and 
Friday Yacht Race to enjoy.
Registration fee Is $50top per adult and $25top per child (un-
der 12-16, under 12 Free) and pays for the amazing Sail week 
prize giving dinner and a welcome drink at an event/venue of 
your choosing!
For more info or to register please visit..
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3315



Expressions of interest open for 2017 PCR

Updates...cont.

SAIL FIJI

Available at the App Store

Fully interactive Cruising 
Guide

RELEASE 2 UPDATE 

OUT NOW!!!

The release 2 update includes new anchorages, services and additional informa-
tion as well as a whole new way of navigating the app making getting to the right 

information quickly much easier. The file size has reduced significantly and the 
processing speed much improved. 

Simply update your existing version via iTunes. The V2 update is 
free to all existing users.

"Off to Live the Dream" 

2017 Pacific Circuit Rally

Ian and Tracey - “Providence”
‘Experience of a lifetime, definitely one for 

the bucket list’
Jude and Grant- “Blinder”

‘Best 6 months of our lives’
Al and Shirl- “Bravado”

‘We’ve made many true friends and lived 
the cruising dream’

Just some of the comments from 
participants in the 2013 PCR.

2017 Pacific Circuit Rally

For more information see the “Sizzle Pack” on page 10 - 16 or to 
register click the link below.

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=1301 
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Five Star Service Providers.

There are many 
service providers out 
there that deserve a 
Five Star rating and 
we’d love to hear 
about them. 
Keep a lookout for 
ICA Preferred 
Supplier and Five 
Star Service Providers Displaying the ICA 
window decals.

SERVICE PROVIDER

Wade Motors Ltd is a “one stop” automo-
tive service center that has been looking 
after drivers on the Hibiscus Coast and 
North Auckland area for  26 Years and 
offers ICA Members a 15% Discount on 

all Service work, Tyres, Repairs, Radiators 
and Air Conditioning and much more.

Phone:(09) 426 3559 
Mobile:021808204

Address: 45 Foundry Road, Silverdale.
www.wademotors.co.nz

Baileys Insurance Brokers Ltd  
PO Box 101101, North Shore, Auck-

land 
DDI: +64 9 974 1784 
Fax: +64 9 443 4479

Office: +64 9 444 8860 
(free 0800 89 85 85)

35 Apollo Drive - Mairangi Bay 
Auckland

www.baileysinsurance.co.nz

"Special rates for ICA 
members with "A" rated 
Insurers, backed up by 
superb claims service" 

That's Neil Bailey's 
promise to you.

For a Coastal or Global 
Offshore Marine insurance 
quote click the link on the 

Island Cruising  home page.

What do Members say?
"100% satisfied"

John Hembrow- Red Sky

"Gold Standard Brokers"
Rodney Cowell

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-fiji-cruising-guide-companion/id922348396?mt=8


Know what 
you’re doing
New Zealand’s leading provider of  boating courses.

Coastal Medic courses

RAYC, Auckland 17th & 18th October 2015  8.30am-4pm
RAYC, Auckland 14th  & 15th November 2015  8.30am-4pm
RAYC, Auckland 23rd & 24th January 2016  8.30am-4pm
Tasman Bay Cruising Club, Nelson
 20th & 21st February 2016      8.30am-4pm
RPNYC, Wellington
 27th & 28th February 2016      8.30am-4pm 
RAYC 12th & 13th March 2016      8.30am-4pm
RAYC, Auckland 2nd & 3rd April 2016    8.30am-4pm
RAYC, Auckland 7th & 8th May 2016    8.30am-4pm

Offshore Medic Courses

RAYC, Auckland 24th & 25th October 2015  8.30am-4pm
RAYC, Auckland 28th & 29th November 2015  8.30am-4pm
RAYC, Auckland 13th & 14th February 2016  8.30am-4pm
Tasman Bay Cruising Clun, Nelson
 5th & 6th March 2016       8.30am-4pm
RPNYC, Wellington
 19th & 20th March        8.30am-4pm
RAYC, Auckland 16th & 17th April 2016   8.30am-4pm
RAYC, Auckland 14th & 15th May 2016   8.30am-4pm 

www.boatingeducation.org.nz
Phone 0800 40 80 90 or visit

2015 "All Points Rally"

“Turn Left, it’s easy”.
Choose New Zealand
as your destination.

The “All Points Rally” is a *FREE rally and 
departs from Tonga, Fiji, Vanuatu and New 
Caledonia for New Zealand in late October/
early November for festivities, free seminars 

and fun at Opua from
16th to 22nd of November 2015

Points Rally" on the RH menu bar on the ICA site at

www.islandcruising.co.nz
Principal Sponsors:- Cater Marine - Opua

Main Sponsors:-

Cars for Cruisers - JB Marine - Seapower

Doyle Sails

Northland Spars and Rigging.

Ashby's Boatyard

Opua Marina

NOW!!

www.islandcruising.co.nz
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Update on Cyclone Pam
April this year wasn’t a good month for Vanuatu, on the 13th 
Cyclone Pam a Category 5+ event hit with devastating force.

Now four months on there’s a good feeling here. The land and 
people have bounced back, AID has been pouring in and much 
of the damaged infrastructure has either been replaced or is in 
the process of rebuilding. The number of tarpaulins on roofs is 
evidence there is still much to do but life is starting to resem-
ble normality.

Some areas particularly hard hit by the Cyclone like the 
Shepard Islands just north of Efate have been struggling with 
drought, again many of the aid agencies have been helping in 
this region.

The cruising community has helped here too with many boats 
assisting the Aid organizations, our hats are off to all those 
that helped and in particular the relief group “Sea Mercy” that 
co-ordinated much of this work.

Many ICA members from previous rallies will remember our 
club nights on the vessel Blue Gold while in Vanuatu. Unfor-
tunately she was one of the victims of the cyclone and is now 
hard aground on the island of Moso in Havannah Harbour. 
Acording to Nixon, who was aboard throughout, the boat was 
set up with both her anchors out and all the scope they had, 
200m and was riding out the storm until another vessel hit 
them and broke their starboard anchor chain. The port rode, 
shortly after also parted and the boat ended on the rocks. Ap-
parently in the high winds, gusting to well over 100 knots even 
with both engines at full the boat could not turn into the wind 
and waves, a rather ignominious end to a beautiful ship.

Updates cont...

Looking north from the summit of Nguna Is. Just 
north of Undine Bay on Efate. In the distance is the 

Shepherd Group.

Blue Gold on the reef on the Havana Harbour side 
of Moso Is, at 500 tons she’s going to be hard work 

to salvage.

Happy Wife - Happy Life.
Look at who’s really happy with her new tender.
Some of the advantages.
• Not once have I had a wet backside, a little spray 

perhaps but this is the driest tender we’ve ever 
owned.

• It’s light and the two of us can pull her up the 
beach, easy.

• Light also means she gets up 
on the plane easy. The OCT 
also has a much bigger plan-
ing area so planes at lower 
speeds.

• Easy to get out the water   
after snorkeling.

• Easy to keep clean.
• Lyn has no problem driving 

this tender.

www.octenders.com

Vanuatu...



Pract ical  Courses 

          PERSONAL WATERCR AF T 

This practical on-water course is designed for first time and 
experienced riders alike. Increasingly this certificate is required to 
use a “Jet Ski” abroad. Most courses take place over one day and 
can be taken either on a centre’s craft or your own. Course content 
includes launching, handling and recovery skills, passage planning 
and decision making, high and low speed riding skills, essential 
safety information, collision avoidance and orientation at sea.

Trailer Powerboat ing

        POWERBOAT LEVEL ONE

This is a practical 1 day introduction to powerboating and can be 
undertaken on a variety of craft either planing or displacement. The 
course syllabus includes boat preparation, launching and retrieving, 
boat handling at high and low speeds, man over board drills, towing, 
safety, and rules of the road. 

        POWERBOAT LEVEL T WO

This two-day practical on-water course provides the skills and 
background knowledge needed to drive a powerboat in familiar 
waters. Beginners will quickly reach a level of competence, enabling 
them to confidently handle a range of situations, whilst being aware 
of their own limitations, and those imposed by the weather and/
or type of craft. For more experienced boaties it’s a great way to 
hone your skills. Modules include boat preparation, the effects of 
wind & tide, high & low speed manoeuvring, handling in confined 
spaces, anchoring, moorings, coming alongside, man overboard, 
types of craft & engines, maintenance checks, rules & regulations 
and weather forecasts. 

        INTERMEDIATE POWERBOAT

A practical course aimed at powerboat owners wishing to venture 
further up or down the coast. This course will prepare you to 
execute short coastal passages by day. Course content includes 
trip planning, chart and GPS navigation, open water boat handling, 
practical pilotage, and passage making afloat. The course is run 
over 2 days. Attendees should hold RYA Powerboat Level 2, VHF 
and 1st Aid certificates. Boatmaster or RYA Day Skipper Shorebased 
recommended.

RECOMMENDED PUBLICATIONS

Safety in Small Craft
Rules of The Road at Sea
RYA Sail & Motor Cruising & Yachtmaster Scheme Syllabus 
& Logbook
RYA Motor Cruising Handbook
RYA PWC Handbook
RYA Powerboat Logbook
RYA Start Powerboating
Handy Flexi Chartplotter
These titles and many more... 
Available from our online store  
www.boatingeducation.org.nz

Boating Courses

www.boatingeducation.org.nz

        ADVANCED  POWERBOAT

Learn advanced boat handling, seamanship, pilotage and navigation 
up to the standards required to drive a planing powerboat safely by 
day and night in tidal coastal waters. Candidates for this course should 
be competent to the level of Intermediate Powerboat certificate with 
a thorough knowledge of chartwork to the level of RYA Yachtmaster 
shorebased or NZ Coastal Skipper. 

Sail  Cruising 

          START YACHTING

A short practical introduction to sailing for beginners. This 2 day course 
will provide a good grounding with experience of steering a yacht, sail 
handling, ropework and practical awareness of all safety aspects. 

          COMPE TENT CRE W

A comprehensive practical course covering the basics of seamanship, 
including safety equipment, how to handle & trim sails and all important 
knots. This course is taught over 5 days, run over 3 weekends or as a 5 
day live-aboard block course.

        DAY SKIPPER PR ACTICAL

A course for aspiring skippers with some yachting experience, basic 
navigation and sailing skills. Learn to skipper short passages with the 
instructor on hand to give advice and encouragement and ensure your 
safety. Develop your skippering skills in boat handling under sail and 
power, practical pilotage, navigation and the rules of the road. This 
course is run over 3 weekends or as a 5 day live-aboard block course.

        COASTAL SKIPPER PR ACTICAL

A practical course that aligns to the NZ Coastal Skipper theory course, 
covering advanced skills and techniques with passages undertaken in 
a variety of situations. This course is for the more ambitious skipper to 
improve their skills, take charge and learn to make full use of the boat on 
longer, more complex passages. This course runs over 5 days.

Motor Cruising

        HELMSMAN’S

A two-day practical course focussed on improving boat handling skills 
and confidence, engine and equipment checks and crew-work. An ideal 
course for those moving up from a trailer powerboat or yacht wanting to 
get to grips with the very different handling characteristics of fixed-prop, 
high-windage launches. 

        DAY SKIPPER PR ACTICAL

A course for aspiring skippers with some experience, 
basic navigation and sailing skills. Learn to skipper a 
short passage with the instructor on hand to give advice 
and encouragement and ensure your safety. Develop your 
skippering skills with this course covering boat handling, 
practical pilotage, navigation and the rules of the road. This 
course is run over 4 days.  

          COASTAL SKIPPER PR ACTICAL

A practical course that aligns to the NZ Coastal Skipper theory 
course, covering advanced skills and techniques with passages 
undertaken in a variety of situations. This course is for the more 
ambitious skipper to improve their skills, take charge and learn to 
make full use of the boat on longer coastal passages. This course 
runs over 5 days. 

          CERTIFICATES OF COMPE TENCE

Certificates of Competence are available for Advanced Powerboat, 
Yachtmaster Coastal, Yachtmaster Offshore and Yachtmaster 
Ocean. Certificates may be commercially endorsed. Prerequisites 
apply. See our website for details.

Know what you’re doing

0800 40 80 90 / 09 361 4700                                                       Supported by: 
info@boatingeducation.org.nz 
www.boatingeducation.org.nz

PO Box 91 322, Victoria Street West, Auckland 1142 
165 Westhaven Drive, Westhaven, Auckland 1010
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New Caledonia to Newcastle Australia  

Participants of the 2015 Port2Port Down Under Rally each receive   

up to 12 days Free Marina Berth*
on arrival in Newcastle *conditions apply

Sydney Fireworks, New Year’s Eve, 2013 
Image Source:  Destination NSW  Photographer: James Morgan

All cruisers completing an ocean passsage into the Port of 
Newcastle, Australia are invited to register for the 

2015 Port2Port Down Under Rally 

For more info & to register visit www.port2portrally.com

Iridium GO! Updated Plans 

Voice Calling Unleashed! 
 
With the exciting new plans for the Iridium GO!, voice calling is now a reality to keep in touch 
with friends and family. Now with up to 250* voice calling minutes included for free in the 
new plans.  
 

 
Monthly 
cost 

Old Voice 
Minutes New Voice Minutes Data Cost/Min 

Basic US$50 5 5 (voice or data) US$0.89 

Plus US$95 5 95 (voice or data) US$0.29 

Unlimited US$125 5 150 Unlimited 

Unlimited Plus US$200 100 250 Unlimited 

 
Existing customers are automatically upgraded. 
Buy your Iridium GO! Package through PredictWind and save 20%.  
Find out more!  
http://www.predictwind.com/iridiumgo/ 
 
PredictWind Smart Connection 
 
PredictWind’s new Smart Connection™ for the Iridium GO! makes downloading weather 
data more reliable. Designed to work with the latest Iridium GO! firmware update, the 
Offshore App can now be used while the download is taking place in the background. 
Getting updates is now a pleasure, so you can enjoy your time on deck, not at the nav 
station. 
 
Upgrade your Offshore App 
Find out more!  
http://www.predictwind.com/gribfiles/ 
 

Iridium GO! Firmware Update (1.4.1) 
 
Iridium’s latest firmware update for the Iridium GO! significantly improves satellite connection 
reliability, and includes many bug fixes for the Iridium GO!. This upgrade is essential! 
 
Upgrade your Iridium GO! Firmware  
Download Here!  
https://www.iridium.com//DownloadAttachment.aspx?attachmentID=2961 

GO Unlimited 
and get 150 Voice minutes as well as Unlimited Data Connection.

No cellular dropout around the coast and no more roaming costs while 
cruising. No need to get a SIM for each country you visit, the benefits are 

endless.

The Iridium GO and the PredictWind Offshore APP are a 
requirement for the 2016 Pacific Series Rallies.



PredictWind Smart Connection
PredictWind’s new Smart Connection for the Iridium GO! makes downloading weather data more 
reliable. Designed to work with the latest Iridium GO! firmware update, the Offshore App can now 
be used while the download is taking place in the background. Getting updates is now a pleasure, so 
you can enjoy your time on deck, not at the nav station. The upgrade has been tested and optimized 
for Windows 10.
Upgrade Offshore App Now

Iridium GO! Firmware Update (1.4.1)
Iridium’s latest firmware update for the Iridium GO! significantly improves satellite connection reli-
ability, and includes many bug fixes for the Iridium GO!. 
This upgrade is essential!
Upgrade your Iridium GO! Firmware - Download Here

Iridium GO!™ is unlike anything the 
world has seen before. Powered by the 
world’s furthest reaching network, this 
compact, rugged and portable unit cre-

ates the first ever reliable global connec-
tion for voice and data communications 

on up to five different devices 
(smartphones, laptops or tablets).

For a 20% discount on PredictWind subscriptions 
click the link on the ICA Home page!

www.predictwind.comSIMPLY BRILLIANT

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbCakX3QdUw
http://predictwind.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5dbbe0f26fe7f4565891071a&id=24dcd5a204&e=cd93fcec50
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YbCakX3QdUw
PredictWind Smart ConnectionPredictWind�s new Smart Connection for the Iridium GO! makes downloading weather data more reliable. Designed to work with the latest Iridium GO! firmware update, the Offshore App can now be used while the download is taking place in the background. Getting updates is now a pleasure, so you can enjoy your time on deck, not at the nav station. The upgrade has been tested and optimized for Windows 10.Upgrade Offshore App NowIridium GO! Firmware Update (1.4.1)Iridium�s latest firmware update for the Iridium GO! significantly improves satellite connection reliability, and includes many bug fixes for the Iridium GO!. This upgrade is essential!Upgrade your Iridium GO! Firmware - Download Here
http://predictwind.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d5dbbe0f26fe7f4565891071a&id=9f82df40b7&e=753150b46f


2015 Island Cruising Assoc. 
Cruising Preparation 

Seminar.
Live the Cruising 

Dream!

It’s a dream many have but 
just how do you achieve it? 

Just what’s involved? Do I have the right boat? Is this 
something I can do? How do I set up my boat?
These are all questions that come up regularly when 
we’re speaking to people about cruising whether it’s 
extended coastal, power or sail, or offshore cruising 
they’re thinking of.
This seminar series is designed to answer those ques-
tions and a whole lot more, get you out there, well 
prepared, safely and having fun. With over 30 topics 
ranging from sails and sail repair to safety gear and 
how to use it, your electrical system to communica-
tions aboard, this weekend seminar covers it all. The 
number of attendees is limited to just 20 couples at 
each venue which allows each participants situa-
tion to be addressed. 
For subjects that need a little more intense coverage 
there’s the option of four separate intensive sessions 
on the Monday and Tuesday after the weekend sem-
inar.

For a full syllabus and a schedule of dates & venues 
click "Cruising Prep Seminars" on the RH menu bar 

on the ICA site.

www.islandcruising.org

email islandcruising99@gmail.com www.islandcruising.org

Conditions of Registration
Seminar dates are as posted on the Island Cruising web site and 
are fixed. Venues in each location will be confirmed closer to the 
seminar date. Full updates will be given to all seminar attendees.
Refund Policy is stated on the Seminar Booking page.
Island Cruising reserves the right to vary the syllabus from that 
stated.

Sail repairs on passage.

Safety Gear and how to use it

Understanding weather-
In layman’s terms

AUCKLAND - Saturday 28th 
& Sunday 29th November

2015 Island Cruising 
Cruising Preparation 

Seminar Series - Syllabus.

www.islandcruising.org

For a schedule of dates & venues click “Cruising Prep 
Seminars” on the RH menu bar on the ICA site. For 
queries email -  islandcruising99@gmail.com 

Conditions of Registration
Seminar dates are as posted on the Island Cruising web site and are fixed. Venues 
in each location will be confirmed closer to the seminar date. Full updates will be 
given to all seminar attendees.
Refund Policy is stated on the Seminar Booking page.
Island Cruising reserves the right to vary the syllabus from that stated.

Cruising  Prep. Seminar Syllabus
Times: Sat. 0800 Sun. 0900 (Each day finishes 1700)
• The Ideal Cruising Yacht? – Hull design –

Material – Tender – Ventilation – Sanitation
and accommodation layout

• Rigging – for extended cruising  & safety inc
deck layout, preventors, etc

• Sails - selection, balance, tuning, fault finding,
maintenance

• Furling - headsail, mainsail, car handling,
storm safety

• Anchors & Anchoring –– techniques,  types,
warps, laying, windlass

• Provisions - food stores, what is available
• Water - treatment, filtration, purification, dis

infectant, watermakers
• Vessel Systems – water, plumbing, gas, fuel...
• Power generation – looking at all the options
• Electronics – radios, charting, GPS, Radar, auto

pilot, AIS, etc.
• Money – management of, establishing credit

lines
• Mail – forwarding, ICA mail & fax drops in the

South Pacific, NZ and Australian East Coast.
• Email - ways to receive this, advantages
• Search and Rescue – authority & scope of SAR
• Cat 1 - What it means to you.
• Safety Gear- plus watch systems and safety

protocols
• Ship Registration – guide to ships registry

Syllabus cont....
• Navigation – basic equipment requirements
• Charts – tables, filing, requirements
• Log Keeping – plus basic record keeping
• Books – recommended, pilots, reference

manuals, cruising guides
• Computers – what they can do aboard to

assist you
• Interfacing – all electronics, advantages &

pitfalls
• Radios, VHF, SSB, HAM – skeds, basic

operation, installation
• Steering - Tiller, wheel, vanes, emergency
• Diesel Engines – how they work, trouble

shooting spares
• Fuel – Filters, injectors, filtering before it

enters the tank
• Passage preparation – Coastal and Offshore
• Passage Planning  - Coastal and Offshore.
• Weather  - Coastal and Offshore
• Emergencies at Sea – fire, grounding, heavy

weather, hull damage, leaks, MOB practice
• Repairs at Sea – rigging loss, steering loss,

towing, being towed and abandoning ship
• Legalities – of  items that concern cruisers
• Heavy Weather – storm rigs, storm sails,

heaving to, laying ahull, sea anchors,
drogues

• Living while extended cruising - with other
cruisers plus the locals.

There will also be time for Q & A as we go through 
the syllabus and at the end of each session.



Call our technical team

0800 472 457
or visit www.doylesails.co.nz

Not all sails are 
created equal, 
especially for 
the cruiser.

Cruising

Heavy displacement or light, 
Stratis GPC - the sail for every cruiser. 
Stratis sails = perfect shape.
Perfect shape = more power, less heel. 
More power = a faster passage.
Less heel = more comfort.

The perfect equation, a happy skipper... 
and a happy crew.

New Sails
Sail Repair
Repair Kits
Upholstery
Canvas

What Works...

Beware the Cascade Effect!

Looking a little like a Gopfer with his head 
out of the engine compartment Mike on Calypso found out 
firsthand what I mean by the “Cascade Effect”.
The Cascade effect could easily be linked to any number of Murphy’s Rules, for example, “If anything can go wrong 
it will.” 
A quick visual inspection in the lead up to the next leg of the Pacific Circuit Rally Mike noticed some black “Gunk” 
in the water trap for the starboard engine fuel supply. Expert opinion from some well informed sources in the fleet 
agreed the “Gunk” was in fact diesel bug so a regime was developed to rid Calypso of this not uncommon problem.
The tank was drained, it was less than a quarter full, filtered and then the now clean diesel put back in the tank, 
wonderful. Now, as the glass water trap had been emptied and cleaned to get rid of the gunk it was necessary to 
refill it with fuel. Constant and rapid use of the lift pump just wouldn’t get the job done. 
The experts after a quick inspection noted that the Manufacturer had mounted the water trap, for easy inspection, 
on the forward engine compartment bulkhead, at a level well above the level of diesel now in the tank. Perhaps 
they presumed one would only clean the water trap by draining it from the bottom of the glass while the tank was 
full. The problem though was, not only in this case was the tank not full but the sight glass had been removed for a 
thorough cleaning. Once reinstalled and nicely clean not only was the glass bowl empty but the fuel in the lines had 
drained back into the tank.
The solution in this case was to borrow some diesel from another boat, yes you guessed it from the ever present 
plastic Gerry cans you seem to see on most cruising boats. We do sail occasionally, Honest! Top the tank up to close 
to the level of the Water trap and try again with the lift pump. Fortunately this worked and all was now well.

There are a couple of easy fixes with this type of fuel system. Firstly, a fuel shut off cock between the Filter / Water 
trap and perhaps the addition of a squeeze type hand pump, as you always see in an outboard motor fuel line, to 
assist with lifting the fuel (make sure you get the right grade of material, diesel will eat some rubbers).

Looking towards the future I’d  look at adding a separate large Racor type filter to compliment the Water trap in 
this system. In the way it’s currently set up the fuel is only filtered by the standard small fuel filter mounted on the 
engine.



DRAMA 
ON THE HIGH SEAS

When we started off from Fiji on the Pacific Circuit Rally 
leg to Vanuatu we had waited a week to let a Tropical 
Depression in the region dissipate but the seas were still 
“lumpy”. The forecast was for the weather and sea state to 
improve so we boxed on, that was until we received a Pan 
Pan via email.

The email came in with the evening position reports say-
ing Sweet Disorder, a Lotus 1280 had suffered damage to 
their steering and were taking steps to rectify. NZ Mari-
time Radio had been advised and we stood by for more 
information. By 10:30pm that evening the situation had 
deteriorated and we turned Windflower around and head-
ed back to stand by in case assistance was needed.

At 11:00am the following morning we were standing off 
SD who had drifted overnight some 26 miles in a roughly 
northerly direction. SD was entirely without a rudder and 
all efforts to rig a jury steering had failed. Not because 
they didn’t have the gear aboard but the forces on the jury 
rig were beyond what it could take.

COMMUNICATIONS.
We put the iridium GO to good use during this period with 
calls to NZRCC, Sweet Disorder and Fiji. I was expected a 
huge bill but was very surprised to find afterward that we 
had been automatically upgraded to the new “Unlimited” 
plan which now includes 150 monthly talk minutes rather 
than the previous 5 minutes. Thank you PredictWind and 
the SatPhoneStore. 

Emails were also flying left and right as it soon became 
clear we were not going to make the fleet clearance in 

Anietyum in time. Andy on Gallant Cavalier put his hand up 
to help and the clearances and festival at Anglawhat village 
went off without a hitch. 

The Iridium GO is undoubtedly the easiest Satellite commu-
nications devise we have yet used. Voice quality is greatly 
improved and the mail interface all handled over, in our 
case the iPad, is simple. The unlimited data package also 
takes away the fear of running up a huge bill so you can 
connect and send/ receive as often as you like.

RCCNZ
Rescue co-ordination Center in NZ got the ball rolling with 
Fiji Rescue Center in Suva and then effectively stepped 
aside. As a Pan Pan only had been issued and there was no 
imminent risk to life, plus Fiji had directed a fishing vessel 
to the area it was now deemed a recovery operation not a 
SAR.

THE RIGHT PEOPLE IN THE RIGHT PLACES.
I can’t say enough about the people involved in this inci-
dent.
First up is the Skipper and crew on Sweet Disorder, cool, 
calm and methodical. Full marks to Paul and Helen 
Leydon and their crew.
Fortunately SD was insured. Baileys in Auckland are the 
brokers and talk about stepping up. Neil has sent in some 
comments below.
“We received an email from the NZ Search & Rescue 
co-ordinator on Saturday, late afternoon advising us of the 
predicament “Sweet Disorder” was in, and asking us “will 
their insurance policy cover the cost of a 150 mile tow back 
to Fiji”?  Said Neil Bailey- “We only had sketchy information 
at this point. We could appreciate the position and state 
of mind Paul and crew would be in, so we had to put our 
b***s on the line, and give a definitive answer - YES!”
This is the fundamental difference between dealing with an 
institution and someone that’s looking out for you. While 
Bailey’s deal on an almost daily basis with the insurance 
companies and know the policies it’s still a big call to go out 

Windflower arriving on the scene

The wind and the sea are getting up

Next to arrive the, fishing boat.



on a limb like this, marvelous too that they monitor their 
emails on the weekend.
Neil was involved again with the discussion on destination  
and finally again when SD got to within 10 miles of Navula 
Passage and a second tow had to be sanctioned as the 
fishing boat refused to go no further.

And lastly, Yacht Help in Fiji. David Jameson and his crew 
liaised with the Fiji Navy, sorted all the paperwork out, ne-
gotiated a clearance at Port Denarau arranged the second 
tow and got the ball rolling with repairs.

STARTING THE TOW.
Now this whole business was not as easy as it would seem. 
The Fiji Navy had contacted two vessels in the area and 
directed one, the fishing boat to the area. While in transit 
negotiations were underway as to who was going to pay 
the bill. Baileys stepped up and took on that responsibility. 

They arrived on site and the first thing that became obvi-
ous was communicating with the fishing boat was going 
to be a problem, a skipper that spoke next to no English 
and a Fijian crew that had some but limited English that he 
spoke at a dozen words a second.

At this stage I took over the comms to allow the crew on 
SD to get on with preparing the boat. While waiting for the 
fishing boat we’d discussed various scenarios, how to set 
up the tow, how to securely attach the tow line and how 
to stop the line from coming out of the fair lead. 

Simply attaching the line to the bow cleats wasn’t going to 
cut it, two reasons; the line the fishing boat was propos-
ing to set up was about a 60mm diameter and second the 
loads under tow are extreme and the cleats wouldn’t have 
lasted 5 minutes.

After some frustrating back and forth it soon became ob-
vious the fishing boat was intending to tow SD to Suva and 
it took over an hour of backward and forward and calls 
to their boss to get agreement that Lautoka would be the 
destination.

Meanwhile Paul and crew had SD pretty well sorted. Lines 
were run around the mast and braced back to the primary 
winches. Lines were run from the twin bow cleats to ready 
hold the tow line central and the anchor was removed from 
the bow.

Meanwhile the fishing boat crew were busy sorting the tow 
line and bridle out. Two crew were sent onto the roof of the 
aft deck with a “Monkey’s Fist” and light line, by this time they 
were rolling in the building seaway. The boys showed amazing 
balance almost like it was a walk in the park. The skipper of the 
fishing boat showed his skills by maneuvering his vessel within 
throwing distance, it looked close from Windflower some 
200m away, it must have loomed huge from SD. On the third 
attempt the light line was passed and then used to haul the 
main line over.

Getting the line through the Pulpit and then the fair lead took 
some time then attaching it to the lines set up on the bow. All 
this time the fishing boat remained on station. Now, comms 
became a problem again with every exchange taking ten times 
the length it should have. “Are you ready” ‘No”, that means 
“NOOO” will give you some idea.

The line was initially set at about 150m but it soon became ev-
ident this was too long. When the tow started the skipper put 
on too much power and SD looked like the tail of a whip as she 
sheared from side to side. A drogue was set up off the stern 
and the tow length shortened, over time a couple of times, 
with a maximum safe tow speed of around 3.8knots.

They were finally on their way at dusk that night with a long 
slow tow to Fiji. There was some shenanigans on the way too. 
The skipper was an impatient sort and after dark started to 
increase the speed. Paul related to me after that it took him 
three attempts just to reach the mike the first time. The tow to 
say the least was uncomfortable and the skipper on the second 
night turned to starboard, deciding Suva was a better bet for 
them. Slow negotiations again got them heading in the right di-
rection only for the same thing to happen just short of Navula 
Passage, the main shipping channel into the Lautoka area. The 
presumption was that the fishing boat had never been there 
before, it was dark and the skipper most likely didn’t have 

Getting the line across

The  Drogue deployed

Ready to tow again.



charts for the entrance.

A local game fishing boat eventually finished the tow and SD and her crew arrived 
to a Brass Band and much fanfare at Port Denarau Marina with the Fiji Navy taking 
all the credit for the rescue, hey, they were safe so where’s the harm!

CONCLUSIONS.
Sweet Disorder was hauled at Denarau and on investigation it was found the 2inch 
Stainless Steel rudder shaft had sheered off at the hull leaving the remainder of the 
shaft in place, hence no water ingress.

Rudders have long been a niggle area for me principally spade or unsupported rud-
ders. Falling off a wave in the open ocean puts huge loads on the boat and when 
you look at the lever arm on a 1.8m  rudder it’s no surprise we see failures. 

In the PCR fleet this year we’ve had four boats with rudder problems, all spade type 
rudders. Sweet Disorder obviously but also two Bavaria 46’s and a Beneteau 44. All 
were hauled at Opua prior to the start of the rally for rudder work.

They’re not alone, we‘ve seen rudder problems again and again both in the fleet 
and with other notable cases. I must admit I’ve thought in the past and indeed 
talk about it in our Cruising Preparation Seminars about how to rig an emergency 
rudder or steer by a drogue, all very well in theory but this episode has given me a 
real world look at the problem and in this case reality has lifted a couple of fingers 
to theory.

With hindsight it’s my opinion there needs to be more done to prepare boats with 
an unsupported rudder. We already ask Bavaria owners to have their rudder area 
checked by a shipwright (hence the two haulouts in Opua) but that may not be 
enough. The difficulty Paul had setting up emergency steering shows that the old 
floor board and a couple of u Bolts needs to be thought through with a bit more 
detail and should be trailed before heading over the horizon. 

Rumor has it the tow cost close to $30K, ouch, perhaps there’s a better alternative, 
and one of my favorite words would be redundancy. I commented to Paul when we 
met them in Vila, they had family already booked to join them in Vila and ended 
up Joining them:-), we often look at either beefing up or adding a second autopilot 
to the boat, neither one would have helped in this instance. On the other hand a 
Hydrovane Wind Steering unit which has it’s own rudder would have. In fact they 
probably wouldn’t have even noticed the loss of the rudder until they disengaged 
the Hydrovane ready to motor into the anchorage at Anietyum, food for thought.

Hydrovane is a totally independent self-
steering system and emergency rudder...  
in place and ready to go. 

Let Hydrovane steer you home safely.
WHAT IF... NO WORRIES 

Autopilot fails
Batteries down
Engine won’t start
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info@hydrovane.com

Steering broken
Rudder damaged
Crew incapacitated

Jean and Stephanie on thier Roberts 
44 Ketch in Barra de Navidad, Mexico. 
Hydrovane mounted with davits. Wayne on his Harmony 42 in Suva,

Fiji. Hydrovane mounted o�-center 
to preserve the swim platform.

Newport 41 in Neiafu, Tonga. Stubby 
size vane to accomodate solar 
panels and arch.

SURVIVE YOUR DREAM
0011-1-604-925-2660

Hydrovane in action steering a 
Hanse 430.
 

www.hydrovane.com

Northland Spars & Rigging

We provide expert services to 
local and overseas yachts. You 
can rely on our expertise and 
products. Our complete range 
of facilities allow us to service 
all of your spar and rigging 
needs.

+64 (0)9 402 6280
+64 (0)273 322 381

2 Ba�n Street, Opua, NZ
sales@sparsandrigging.com

www.sparsandrigging.com

Rob 
the
Rigger

SERVICE PROVIDER



2016 ICA 
Rally Program.

www.islandcruising.org

 The 2016 Doyle Pacific Rally is something a 
little different. With Three divisions, 

• Performance, 
• Heavy Displacement and 

• Power
There is something for everyone including some great 

prizes, awarded on a points basis.

After arrival at Vuda Point Marina on the Western Side 
of Fiji’s  main island of Viti Levu the fleet will have sev-

eral planned events at 
• Beachcomber Pirate Party

• Nanuya Resort - Blue Lagoon, Yasawas
• Musket Cove

• Robinson Crusoe Island Resort Pacific Night
Before the prize giving for the Fiji leg at Port Denarau 

Marina Saturday 18th June 

LEG 2 - THE V2V
Vuda 2 Vila

Sat 6th auguSt
Destination is Vila, Vanuatu via Anelghowhat ,Anietyum, 
Southern Vanuatu and Mt. Yassur on the island of Tanna

For full details please visit the web site 
or email john@islandcruising.co.nz

2016 ICA RALLY PROGRAM
two deStinationS thiS year

All ICA rallies in 2016 depart in May from Opua in the 
Magical Bay of Islands, NZ. Participants should plan to 
be in Opua at least one week prior to the planned de-

parture date.

2016 TONGA RALLY
    opua nZ to ha’apai Beach reSort, tonga 

 Sunday. 1St May
          Destination -Tonga’s fabulous Ha’apai group. 

Tonga. 

2016 DOYLE SOUTH PACIFIC RALLY
LEG 1

 opua nZ to Vuda point Fiji  
departure Between Saturday 14th May and 

Saturday 23rd May
Destination Vuda Point Marina, Nadi Fiji via the Miner-

vas’

The 2016 Doyle Pacific Rally is something a little differ-
ent. With Three divisions, Performance, Heavy Dis-

placement and Power, there is something for everyone 
including some great prizes.

Doyle Sails Pacific Series Rallies

R

R



Boating Books 
and Publications

Contact
Postal address: 
PO Box 90546, AMSC
Showroom - 121 Beaumont St. 
Westhaven, Auckland
Phone: +64 9 303 1459
Fax: +64 9 307 8170
E: sales@transpacific.co.nz

www.transpacific.co.nzPg18

Multihull Solutions Sail 2 Indonesia Rally -Update No 2
DEBUT TO WAKATOBI

After clearing out at Thursday Island the fleet of 43 boats that had mustered in Cairns started their adventure through Indone-
sian with a dream run across the Arafura sea, dodging the numerous fishing boats and nets. They were joined in Debut’s large 
well protected harbour by 4 others who sailed direct from other ports. Each boat was guided to an anchoring spot by local craft 
decked out with colourful flags, and boat loads of children roamed the bay singing and calling out greetings.
Clearances were completed over two days and reams of paper later. Then the festivities began. This was a first for Debut, to 
have a Rally in their harbour and they pulled out all the stops to make it a memorable, if sometimes an overwhelming, occasion; 
treating the fleet like royalty. There was plenty of assistance both arriving and departing shore in the dinghies, as one cruiser put 
it ‘our very own valet parking’. 
The official welcome included many speeches, a tour of the local school, a gala dinner featuring local dishes, dancing and even 
a parade involving the cruisers, through the flag lined streets, before yet another feast. There was even an opportunity to swim 
in a local spring. Throughout the celebrations there were many requests for photos with the locals and for the school children to 
practice their limited English.
After a busy few days the fleet left Debut to sail to the Banda Islands, with a few stopping briefly at the small rarely explored islets 
of Pulau Pulau Kei on the way.
The anchorage off the town of Neira saw some of the fleet, tied stern too, while others opted to anchor. 
The Spice islands were originally discovered by the Arabs who kept them secret, until the Dutch and English came along, and 
who then fought over control of this lucrative market. There is still plenty of evidence of Dutch colonialism throughout the area, 
including forts complete with cannon and buildings. It was the only place nutmeg was found, until the English smuggled out sap-



lings. Other spices in abundance are mace, cinnamon, cloves as well as almonds. With more competition, 
the export demand has tapered off, but it still remains the main income source for the area. 
Days at Neira were spent exploring the town, forts and small museum, touring local spice plantations, 
taking a local cooking class and checking out some of the local dive sites with the dive operator. An 
exciting find was a new restaurant and hotel, Cilu Bitang, run by a Pole, where many meals and cold 
beverages were enjoyed. A highlight for a couple of boats was attending the wedding of a young Muslim 
couple from the local village, not something that happens everyday. Many of the participants took on the 
challenge of climbing Gunung Api, Aneighbouring island overlooking Neira, with its steaming fumaroles 
and great views.
Next stop for many of the Rally was Namrole, on the south east corner of Buru Island, a 200 mile sail from 
Banda Neira. During the night many where awestruck by the amazing green glow which lasted for several 
hours, a phenomena which is not unusual for this stretch of Indonesian water.
The 31 boats that filled the anchorage behind a small island were the first cruisers to be allowed to visit 
as the area had previously been closed and was home to many exiled Indonesian Communist Party mem-
bers. 
The two days of festivities were hectic. On day one the fleet were bused into the interior and then ferried 
across a stream on bamboo rafts, strolled along a meandering trail to a seaside village, where they were 
escorted to lunch on a rocky beach by the village band and dancing. A tour of the school followed by a 
parade around the village, before heading back through the forest to be bused back to the waterfront 
and Rally HQ were a large fridge with cold beers available to quench parched throats and chill out.
Day two was another long day with visits to 4 villages. The common denominator was the welcome danc-
es, lots of speeches, coloured flags and flowers decorating the main streets, but each had a slight differ-
ence. The first village demonstrated their skill at rafting by conveying the cruisers on their bamboo rafts, 
another displayed old traditional spears, yet another supplied a beautifully prepared feast with drinking 
coconuts, and at the last village a presentation of local dances. Everywhere the group visited the whole 
village turned out.
That evening everyone enjoyed a sumptuous Gala dinner of local dishes, ending with pastries and coffee, 
to complete a memorable couple of days. Hosted by the Regent, who had also attended the rally muster 
in Cairns; he expressed his heartfelt thanks to the fleet, in Indonesian, for stopping at Namrole, and then 
entertained them with an amazing rendition of ‘My Way. Frank Sinatra eat your heart out. The general 
consensus was what a fantastic time, if very tiring.
Wakatobi in Wanci province was the 4th muster point for the Rally. After negotiating a narrow twisting 
channel with assistance of the Harbour Master, the boats anchored in front of the township. The locals 
are keen to promote tourism here and are working hard to clean up the rubbish, both on land and the 
sea. After the welcome dinner, speeches and local dances some of the cruisers reciprocated with the Aus-
tralians singing ‘Waltzing Matilda’ and other Nationalities singing songs from their home countries. Time 
was taken to explore the island in a local ‘bemo’ as well as neighboring islands. 
Some cruisers visited the village of Bajo, built on stilts over the water and known as The Last Sea Gypsy 
Village. Many also took the opportunity to dive and snorkel and relax, before heading to Flores Island.
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Customs Clearance

Debut Parade

Spices drying in the Banda Islands



How quickly things can change
Dot King - Bali Hai

I had been on first watch as normal and  had been 
asleep for less than an hour when I heard the dreaded 
words 
“Dot please wake up now I think we are tangled in fish-
ing nets”.
I scrambled on deck bleary eyed and shone the torch 
towards the stern. 
We were on our last night of the voyage from Thursday 
Island to Debut Island on the Sail 2 Wonderful Indone-
sia Rally and up until then we had enjoyed a perfectly 
wonderful trip.
How quickly things can change !
Sure enough, we could see contraptions on each side 
of the boat roughly square shaped and about 1.5 x 1.5 
meters - made from bamboo and what looked like old 
plastic sugar sacks and each of them bound to the other 
with rope which was stuck under Bali Hai’s hull.
The boat was well and truly caught in this contraption 
which turned out to be a couple of fish traps! The fishing 
boats launch a number of these - around four or five at 
a time - all linked together on lines. Some of them seem 
to be attached to the fishing boat while others appear to 
float free.
It was pitch black - no moon, not even a hint of dawn. 
We had no idea how to get out of the traps without get-
ting yet more entangled. After a few minutes of deliber-
ation Jonathan decided the only way to get free was to 
turn on the engine and “gun it” with the hope that the 
rope cutter on the propeller shaft would cut through any 
rope that was holding us in the trap.
So that’s what we did! 
We pushed forward and suddenly there was a loud 
“bang” and we were free! It was such a relief. The boat 
sailed on and appeared not to have any major damage! 
As we continued our journey to Debut Island we were 
super vigilant that we didn’t do the same thing again.
I managed to have a couple more hours of sleep and 
when I woke again day was just dawning and we could 
see land ahead - Indonesia here we come!

Stern too at Banda Nera

Bamboo Rafts - Namrole

Kroko Hill Lookout - Wakatobi Anchorage

Village on Banda Basar

South Baru.

Remains of the net - Bali Hai



Pacific Circuit Rally... Cannibal Soup!!!
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Some fun and games on Mystery 
Island - Vanuatu



Pacific Circuit Rally... cont.

Vanuatu...
Because of weather, the start for the next leg of the Pacif-
ic Circuit Rally departing from Musket Cove was delayed 
for a week allowing time for the fleet to enjoy some fun 
and games. A group played a round of golf at the Planta-
tion 9 hole golf course. The Tryatholon was so hotly con-
tested that we ran out of kayaks for that leg. The Island 
bar was also a great spot for a Petanque competition 
and a few cold ones. A few boats took the opportunity to 
sneak down to Likuri Island for the Pacific Dance Show at 
Robinson Crusoe Island Resort. The Planktinauts in the 
fleet also managed to catch up with Victor Bonito, agent 
for Plankton Planet in Fiji. We spent a wonderful morn-
ing with him discussing his work in Fiji and the issues the 
volunteers were having collecting samples. We didn’t 
manage to get out snorkelling with him as the weather 
was cold and wet the day he came out to visit.
After a week the rotating low above Vanuatu decided 
what it wanted to do, so the fleet finally cleared out of 
Musket Cove a week late on a beautiful sunny Friday. A 
lovely send off after what has been a very windy and un-
settled, not to mention cool, weather pattern during our 
stay. There was no mass start, so boats upped anchor and 
departed in their own time. We chose to leave through 
Navula Pass along with a dozen other boats. The seaway 
on the first night out was lumpy and uncomfortable and 

The fleet anchored off Angelawhat - Anietyum looking 
north from Mystery Island
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there were active shower cells that gave some of the fleet heavy rains 
and accelerated winds. Luckily we managed to miss the worst as we 
sailed between two cells, just catching the edge of the shower. Sur-
prisingly we passed a couple of large fishing boats that were sending 
an AIS signal, unbelievable!!. A first for these boats. The second day 
out saw a drop in wind and wave height and we were on track for 
arrival Monday at Aneiytium. That night we received an email from 
Sweet Disorder informing us that they had lost their rudder, so Wind-
flower reversed course and headed back to assist. While we waited, 
along with all the sat phone calls radio calls and emails, we took a 
plankton sample as we were going slow enough. 
By sundown Sweet Disorder was on her way back to Fiji and we set 
course again for Aneiytium only to find that the wind strength was 
increasing and it was right on the nose. Murphy was toying with us 
again. As we were now playing catch up, Andy on Gallant Cavalier 
took over as co-ordinator for the clearances and festivities at Aneiy-
tium & Tanna and we eased sheets for Port Vila and enjoyed a more 
comfortable sail, where we had a quick clearance and prepared for 
the rest of the fleet to arrive.
The village at Aneiytium pulled out all the stops this year. They put on 
a full days activities including a village tour, dancing and a wonderful 
feast. A couple of the boats braved the walk to the waterfall, which 
was much harder this year because the track hadn’t been cleared 
after Cyclone Pam. Tanna didn’t disappoint either with the volcano 

putting on a grand display for the visitors. Many of the 
boats also stopped at Erromango’s Dillons Bay, where they 
received a warm welcome. Many comments were made 
about how proactive the places they had visited were in 
recovering from Cyclone Pam and working together as a 
community.
The fleet arrived in Port Vila in two separate groups. The 
rest of clearance formalities were completed and the first 
group enjoyed rum punch and a wonderful meal cour-
tesy of The Waterfront Bar and Grill. A chart marking for 
each group was held and then it was off to explore in the 
limited time we had available. A few of the boats headed 
straight for Espiritu Santo, a few others headed for Am-
brym and The Back To Roots festival, and some others 
headed straight to Lamen Bay on Epi to swim with turtles 
and hopefully a dugong or two.. A few of us chose to enjoy 
Efate and Havannah harbour. Take Two were not disap-
pointed as one day they saw 2 Dugongs and several large 
turtles. We managed to catch up with Nixon, John’s Vanu-
atu brother, who was on Blue Gold which was hit by anoth-
er vessel during Cyclone Pam and ended up dragging onto 
the beach on Moso Island. 
It has been great relaxing and catching up on work. Even 
traded some seeds with some local children for some to-
matoes.

Pacific Circuit Rally... cont.’
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Just do it!
The story of how a couple from inland Queensland turned their

 dreams of doing a serious cruise into reality

Part 2 - The Voyage begins..

Have you ever wondered what it would take to throw in the tow-
el; leave your job, house, family and friends and set sail across 
vast oceans to distant lands? What risks would you need to take? 
What fears would you have to face? What preparation would 
need to be done? Well all thats behind us now. The Boat’s ready 
and it’s time to cast off the lines and head for the horizon.

Across the Gulf Stream and into the Bermuda Triangle
Steve arrived and they waited for a weather window before heading into unknown 
waters. On the 22nd of November, I received an email from Jono: “Well we are actually 
doing it! My plan of departing in daylight turned to mud after waiting forever for fuel and 
a holding tank pump out. It was after dark when they opened the last bridge for us and 
we found our way out of Fort Lauderdale and past the ships and other boats.”

Thankfully they had an uneventful trip over the Gulf Stream but in the Bahamas the new-
ly installed wind generator nearly fell off and an engine alarm indicated an overheating 
problem on one engine. After a short rest and some repairs they headed into the feared 
Bermuda Triangle for what should have been a six day passage. 

I would like to report that all went well but it did not. The wind continually changed di-
rection making sail changes a huge headache, one motor broke down completely (sub-
sequently found to be a fuel filter installed back to front in Fort Lauderdale), the other 
motor was overheating, the autopilot stopped working, a halyard snapped sending the 
screecher into the water and then the wind died completely.

Steve’s account of one night: “Something flickered out of the corner of my eye and when 
I looked to see what it was, many a swear word ensued. The most important of the in-
struments – the autopilot – had obviously disagreed with the onslaught of rain and had 

Jono and Debi

by - Debi Thornely

Leaving Fort Lauderdale
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decided to flicker, display nonsense, and then completely die. I grabbed a towel and pat-
ted it down as if it was a living thing – and it virtually is. The two of us don’t have enough 
man power to steer, navigate, and operate the boat for a week straight, so the autopilot 
is like a third crewman. It was too late – the autopilot was dead, and I was left to steer, 
freezing and wet, at 2am for the final hour of my shift.

The night was so dark that I had no points of reference outside the boat. One moment, 
you’d feel like you were going straight but would look down at the compass and see 
it spinning. When the compass wasn’t spinning, the wind was literally turning circles 
around the boat; making it feel as if we were constantly changing direction. I can see 
how skippers and pilots could blame perfectly good instruments as being faulty in this 
place – a couple of small things going wrong can quickly fog your problem-solving skills 
and make you believe something that isn’t true.”

Deadlines and boats do not go together and ‘my boys’ were struggling to get to St. 
Thomas in time to meet our plane. After a call from an exhausted and worried Jono via 
sat phone I booked a hotel room in St. Thomas to take the pressure off them. 

Together again
In Australia, I made final preparations for the tenants and said an emotional farewell to 
work colleagues, friends and family, knowing that when I returned I would most likely be 
a changed person.

Peering at the vast ocean during the flight over, I remember thinking that it would take 
twelve hours to fly over the Pacific and twelve months to sail Taka ‘oa home. As we de-
scended over the beautiful US Virgin Islands, I wondered if the boys were still becalmed, 
battling mechanical troubles or if they would be there to meet us.
 
We walked into the small airport, enveloped by the Caribbean warmth. Yachties who 
have done a long passage would appreciate the state of the person who greeted us. 
Red rimmed eyes with dark shadows, two weeks of facial growth, crumpled clothes but 
best of all, a huge grin and open arms. There was Jono. After a seven day passage they’d 
limped into St. Thomas on one motor three hours before we landed. 

We had done it. We always felt that when we were together in St Thomas, our journey 
could really begin. People told us that the hardest part of a major voyage was the prepa-



ration. The challenge was made even greater preparing a boat in another 
country and with both of us working right up until our departures. The 
spreadsheets itemising what tasks needed to be done on a daily and week-
ly basis, in Australia and in America, enabled us to keep things moving. I still 
needed to ‘learn the ropes’ on our new boat, but there would be plenty of 
time to do that in the year ahead. Now it was time to enjoy a sun downer 
before we embarked on the next part of an adventure of a lifetime! 

 
From Toowoomba, QLD, Debi cruises with her husband John in their 2007 
Dolphin 460, Taka ‘oa which they purchased in Fort Lauderdale, USA. They 
took a gap year off from work in 2012 and sailed home to Australia living 
their dream of experiencing serious cruising. Since returning they have 
explored Lord Howe Island, Lady Musgrave and Moreton Bay waters. 





2015 CRUISING GUIDES
SAIL TONGA

Sail Tonga covers the three main groups in 
the Tongan Archipelago with detail routes 
and anchorage information specifically for 
the cruising sailor. PDF Format only.
RETAIL - $29.95 
ICA Member - $19.95
Comes FREE with Pacific Circuit Rally  registration.

Click HERE 
to buy Online

SAIL FIJI Available ONLY
 as an iPad App

Available in 3 editions...
Planning App. $2.99

Eastern App.   $19.99

Western & Central $29.99

Fully interactive Cruising 
Guide

Cruise Fiji with Confidence

The cruising guide to Vanuatu is a comprehen-
sive electronic guide to sailing in the Vanuatu 
islands. The program works on Windows (XP 
or later) and Macintosh (OSX 10.7 or later) 
computers.

VANUATU

RETAIL €90.00
ICA Members 10% discount
Special deal for PCR participants

NEW CALEDONIA
The cruising guide to Vanuatu is a comprehensive 
electronic guide to sailing in New Caledonia’s 
islands. The program works on Windows 
(XP or later) and Macintosh (OSX 10.7 or later) 
computers.

RETAIL €125.00
ICA Members 10% discount
Special deal for PCR participants

Click HERE 
to buy Online

http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3135
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-fiji-cruising-guide-companion/id922348396?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-fiji-cruising-guide-eastern/id914320410?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/sail-fiji-guide-west-central/id914320113?mt=8
http://www.islandcruising.co.nz/?page_id=3135
http://www.e-junkie.com/SailSouthPacific/product/503396.php




Recipes
EGGPLANT PISTITSIO  

2 large eggplant, thinly sliced lengthways
250g penne or macaroni pasta
30g butter, melted
3 eggs, beaten lightly
⅓ cp finely grated parmesan cheese
¼ cp finely chopped fresh basil
¼ cp finely chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley
½ tsp ground nutmeg
500g lamb mince
1 tsp olive oil
1 brown onion, finely chopped
1 clove garlic, crushed
½ tsp ground cinnamon
1 Tbsp tomato paste
¼ cp dry red wine
¼ cp beef stock
425g tin crushed tomatoes

WHITE SAUCE
60g butter
⅓ cp plain flour
2 cps milk

Preheat oven to 220°C. Place eggplant in single layer on oiled oven trays. Cover with 
foil. Bake in hot oven approx. 25 mins or until eggplant is softened and browned. 
Remove eggplant from oven.
Reduce oven temperature to 180°C.
Cook pasta in a saucepan of boiling water until just tender. Drain, rinse under cold 
water & drain again. Combine pasta with butter, eggs, cheese, herbs and nutmeg in 
a medium sized bowl. Set aside.
Cook lamb in a large fry pan with a little olive oil until brown. Remove lamb. In same 
pan cook onion and garlic together until onion is soft. Add cooked lamb.
Add wine, stock & undrained tomatoes and bring to the boil. Reduce heat ad simmer, 
uncovered stirring occasionally, for approx. 15 minutes or until sauce thickens.
Melt butter in med saucepan and add flour. Stir over heat for 2 minutes or until 
mixture thickens and bubbles. Gradually stir in milk and stir until sauce boils and 
thickens.
Grease a deep 22cm round cake pan and line base and sides with two thirds of the 
eggplant. Place half of the pasta mix in pan over eggplant. Cover with white sauce. 

Enjoy....
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Ponder thisMOROCCAN LAMB POT PIES

Q: What does a nosey pepper do? 
A: Gets jalapeno business! 
Q: What do you call a fake noodle? A: An 
Impasta 
Q: What do you call an alligator in a vest? 
A: An Investigator 
Q: What happens if you eat yeast and 
shoe polish? 
A: Every morning you’ll rise and shine! Q: 
“What’s the difference between a guitar 
and a fish?” 
A: “You can’t tuna fish.” 
Q: What do you call a pile of kittens 
A: a meowntain 
Q: What do you call a baby monkey? 
A: A Chimp off the old block. 
Q: Did you hear about the race between 
the lettuce and the tomato? 
A: The lettuce was a “head” and the 
tomato was trying to “ketchup”! 
Q: Did you hear about the hungry clock? 
A: It went back four seconds. 
Q: What do you call a boy who finally 
stood up to the bullies? 
A: An ambulance. 
Q: What do you get from a pampered 
cow? 
A: Spoiled milk. 
Q: If Mississippi bought Virginia a New 
Jersey, what would Delaware? 
A: Idaho... Alaska! 
Q: What do you call an elephant that 
doesn’t matter?
A: An irrelephant. 
Q: What do you call a fat psychic? 
A: A four chin teller. 

Q: What did Bacon say to Tomato? 
A: Lettuce get together! 
Q: Did you hear about the shampoo 
shortage in Jamaica? 
A: It’s dread-full.
Q: How do you make a tissue dance? A: 
Put a little boogey in it!
Q: What is heavy forward but not back-
ward? 
A: Ton. 
Q: What did the femur say to the patel-
la? A: I kneed you. 
Q: Why did the picture go to jail? 
A: Because it was framed. 
Q: What do you call a three-footed 
aardvark? A: a yardvark! 
Q: Who earns a living driving their cus-
tomers away? 
A: A taxi driver. 
Q: What do you call a dinosaur with a 
extensive vocabulary? 
A: a thesaurus. 
Q: “How do you shoot a killer bee?” 
A: “With a bee bee gun.” 
Q: How do you drown a Hipster? 
A: In the mainstream. 
Q: What kind of jokes do you make in 
the shower? 
A: Clean Jokes! 
Q: What did the baby corn say to the 
mama corn? A: “Where’s Popcorn?” 

source: http://www.jokes4us.com/mis-
cellaneousjokes/cleanjokes.html
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