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 Peter Ward at the Eureka, at 
Tucker Creek, 2007

 Peter is a researcher of this area’s 
mining heritage, and compiler of 
these notes. His notes on the reef 
mining history of the Wentworth are 
also available as a companion to 
these more general notes.

 Gavin Keating, at the mouth of 
the Palmerston ‘lower adit’ 
(Grant), 2007

 Gavin has taken most of the fine 
photographs in these booklets, as 
well as having done early research, 
and organising all our field trips.  

    Peter                                  Gavin                                     Fred

 The bush fires that swept Victoria’s High Country in the Summer of 2006-7 exposed 
large areas of our mining and cultural heritage, giving opportunity to map and 
photograph many artefacts of our history that had not been visible for generations.
  It was a brief window of opportunity, and one that closed quickly. The bush, lacking 
overstory, quickly regenerated with a forest floor thicker with scrub than before, and 
once again our history was hidden.

 During that brief window, Peter, Gavin and Fred walked many of these areas, recording 
and photographing.

A very brief

Fred Sargent,  at Union Spur 
(Grant), 2007

 Fred has visited, mapped and 
researched over five thousand 
mines in Victoria’s North East, 
Upper Dargo, Grant and Normanby 
areas.
Fred’s mind is forensic, with 
exacting recall of detail.  

http://www.exceworks.com/Goldfields


Research by Peter Ward.
Photography by Gavin Keating.. 

The Union lies close to the Grant township. The next page contains information of. mines and names relating to the 
Union group.
All adits have  some  access, but collapses in the lower adit and a dangerous hanging air pipe mean that the entire 
mine should not be entered, especially where the tunnels come in from adjoining reefs.

Why visit this complex?
1.          Upper Dorrit adit islongside the road, is easy to reach and access.Contains good examples of a hanging   

wall, quartz vein, and stopes. The quartz vein was left, obviously because it carried little gold, but the 
shoots from this vein were mined as stopes.

2.          The Union was a large mine, working into the 20th century. 
3.           In front of the lower Union adit lies the largest mullock heap on the goldfield.
4.          This mine had a battery associated in the gully below.

Caveats relating to the lower adit:- 
DANGER. In the gully that you would naturally use to walk down from the road to view the lower adit, is a deep, 
vertical,unmarked air shaft. (See P.5) There is nothing to indicate its presence. It is also hidden by bracken.

DANGER.  From the roof of this mine hangs a large air pipe, 30cm in diameter. Some supports have pulled away. 
Just ONE TOUCH could bring the entire pipeline down cascade fashion as each plug fails, and the next has to carry 
ever increasing load, which it obviously can't. In places it is almost impossible to walk beside the pipe.

Water fills the first 10m of entrance. You would have to wade in freezing water, then scramble over an immense rock 
fall.

 

The initial 10m is wet! And, a large rockfall is to be negotiated. To your right will be  an adit 
that is completely blocked. 
This adit is one that presents real danger from falling air pipes, and should be left alone.

The Union was worked  at various times as the  Sons of Freedom, Treasure The Union was worked  at various times as the  Sons of Freedom, Treasure 
Hill, Union, and the Little Dorritt.Hill, Union, and the Little Dorritt.

Updated 23 Mar 2016. These notes include original and Copyright drawings by Fred 
Sargent, used with permission. I also include material from Fred's extensive 
collection, and gratefully acknowledge his extensive voluntary research and field work 
in documenting, mapping and recording the mines of Victoria's North East.

Walking out from the lower Union adit.
Water runs freely in channel left of my feet.

Including the Union Battery



UNION                        Crooked River                  132-15 674
LITTLE DORRIT          Crooked R                        131-65 675-2
VULCAN                      Crooked R                        1365-45 6735-45
ITALIAN’S                   Crooked River                  134 6735
Unknown 3060           Crooked R                        1345 675
Unknown 3077           Crooked R                        1325 673
Unknown 3082(p)      Crooked River                   138 6735
SPRING HILL              Crooked River                   136 6725 (U- 3083 on drawing)
NEWCASTLE                       on east side of Union Hill
ROYAL SAXON WEST is 10 feet from the Vulcan reef. The reef seems to have been 
worked first as the Royal Saxon West (easily confused with the Royal Saxon 
East, worked at the same time, east of Jolly Sailor’s) then a new rich reef 
found 10 ft away was called the Vulcan.
CENTRAL (1865) could be U-3060
GLADSTONE According to Argus report 20 June 1881, this reef is NE of, and close to 
the Doritt shaft reef and was worked from the surface. Not identified
in the Union spur group of mines, still not fully explored.

The whole group was worked as the SONS OF FREEDOM (this company put in the 
bottom adit) from 1877-81 before reverting to the name UNION and then in 1888 
became the TREASURE HILL. In 1906 it was worked as the Union & Little
Dorrit.
Names:- Vulcan was the Roman God of Fire, son of Jupiter and Juno, husband of Venus.
Little Dorrit was the name of a novel by Charles Dickens.

Clarification of different names and mines worked in this group.
(from the research notes of Fred Sargent)

Original mapping overlay by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



We have not given a GPS for this easy to find mine. The upper workings, “The Italian”, are right on the 
trackside as you drive toward Union Spur past the Jeweller's Shop. The Union is about 150m down the 
gully, but remember there is a hidden, unmarked shaft on the way down! 

Below: This is a wet mine! Rust and decay everywhere.

Danger. As you walk the gully to the lower Union adit, this
shaft is now hidden in fern. There is no mullock to indicate 
its presence. 



“Snippets” (1)

1 Jul 1864
The Prospecting claim, Pioneer Reef, still continues to yield quartz of, remarkable 
richness, the reef being over six-feet thick where the shareholders are now at work:. No. 1 
A East, and No. 1 East,have amalgamated, and are about putting out tenders for a 
tunnel, after   the amalgamation, the company was named the Root Hog or Die Co. A 
new reef has been discovered near to Isaac's old Shanty, where  there is now built a very 
respectable accommodation house, kept by Mr. Robertson. This reef has been named the 
Union, the discoverers are Messrs. George Wallace, Sullian, and Murphy. The specimens I 
have seen were very rich, several claims have since been marked out. Our population is 
now increasing fast, and numerous huts are going up daily at Ram Town, and Howitt-
ville. They have both quite a busy appearance, shewing   plainly that the coming 
residents intend more than a temporary-residence 
 
 5 Aug 1864
  The Union Reef, Issac's Hill, is looking richer every day, and claiming the attention of 
speculators. 

  6 Feb 1865
  With regard to reefing, I have the singular feat to announce that not a single 
prospecting claim was registered this week. The Union machine will he at work in about 
two weeks, and that will tell a tale. 

1 Apr 1865
The Union Machine his just finished crushing the first lot of stone for the Little Dorrit.
 The crushing fully satisfied the expectation of the shareholders. They do not, however, 
intend to crush at the Union machine again until blankets and copper plates are added, 
as, under the present system of crushing, it is considered impossible to save the fine gold. 
 
 20 Sept 1865
 The Union Reef has had another crushing at the Mornington Mill; the result was, out of 
90 tons of quartz, 200oz of retorted gold was procured. The gold appears to be of a very 
fine quality, and is now on view at the Bank of Victoria, Grant. The Union Reef will from 
this cut be able to keep a machine permanently going. The reason why so very small a 
quantity of stone was crushed this time was that the hands on the claim were employed 
putting in a tunnel but now this is accomplished, and they are broken through a good 
body of stone, there is no doubt but the weekly return from the claim will be something 
handsome. 

16 Feb 1881
Treasure Hill Q. M. Co -The contractor in the Vulcan tunnel drove 7 feet for week ended 
the 12th inst. The manager has all hands now engaged on the No. 2 section of the Union 
tunnel. The men stoped out 14 by 16 feet of quartz, varying in width from 6 to 18 inches. 
The drive is now 34 feet in length, at the west end of which a winze is being sunk which 
is now down 12 feet. Some of the principal shareholders in this mine are expected up 
shortly on a visit of inspection. 



23 Feb 1881
Treasure Hill Q.M. Co. -The contractors in the Vulcan tunnel made but slow progress last 
week, four feet only having boon driven. In the No. 2 section of No. 2 Union tunnel 308 
superficial foot of quartz were stoped out for the week, the .vein averaging about 11 
inches thick. The winze is now down 17 feet. There are about 25 tons of quartz now at 
grass, ready' for conveyance to the battery. Since work has been resumed at the mine, 
with at small staff of men, a large amount of work can be shown. Ins the No. 2 section, 
from whence they are now raising quartz, they have a well-defined roof carrying gold 
both overhead and underfoot, and it large body of stone can be quickly got out, should it 
prove pay able. Sixteen years ago 500 tons of stone went through the mill, and averaged 
nearly an ounce to the ton; the present workings ought to fetch them one 
 to the same run of gold. The manager lately came across a fair prospect in the No. I 
level, and this week a man has been told off to further develop this discovery. The 
manager allowed me all through tile workings last  week, and I had an excellent 
opportunity of observing the curious breaks in the country, and how necessary it is  that 
competent men should be in charge of these mines, not only for keeping on the run of 
gold, but for keeping  on. the run of the quartz itself ; and I was greatly impressed with 
the formation of tslo outside country,  its showing it splendid site for i low level into the 
Union tunnel, these low levels being a hobby of mine, as I believe that Grant is a quartz 
mining district will never assort itself until its mines are explored at a greater
 depth. The pottering way in which some of our mines have been worked, hauling up bits 
of quartz with a bucket at a great expense, so much so as to make the claim non. payable 
when it tunnel was easily obtainable, has boon quite exasperating in the past, and I view 
with some satisfaction the face of the Vulcan tunnel going in on a low level, and I hope 
the proprietors of these mines will yet see their way clear to putting a low level in on the 
Union. They have It grand property if only properly developed.
 
 11 May 1881
 Treasure Hill Q. M. Co.- They have been crushing stone from the Union mine since last 
Tuesday. The Vulcan tunnel was driven several feet for the week. Mr Connolly had 
succeeded in getting the Mornington boiler as far as the dray track, immediately above 
Mr Copeland's residence, and ho expects to have it down to Dargo early in the week. Mr 
Morgan has hauled the Western boilers some distance up the spur, but it has a long 
distance to go before it will be on top.

 30 May 1881
 Treasure Hill Co.; Grant. -The manager reports, May 21st, 1881 -Vulcan tunnel driven for 
week 11 feet. No. 2 tunnel driven four feet quartz veins intervening; country 'getting 
harder, rise put up from roof of tunnel three feet; to meet the old workings of old Union 
Co. Quartz carted, 18 ton;, in all 103: tons.  20 tons from Dorritt shafts put through the 
battery this week; very poor.
 
 



29 Mar 1906
 Mr E. J. Dunn, the Director of Geological Survey, a gentleman possessed of a world wide 
experience as a geologist, visited the Grant goldfield in January last. His report of the Union and 
Dorritt Gold Mining Company's venture, from which we take some particulars, is of interest, and 
practically substantiates all that was said of the property by the promoter of the company. The 
mine is closely situated to Grant. Mr Dunn describes the rock in the locality to consist principally of 
hard grey sandstones, with some slatey beds of ordovician or lower silurian age. The strike of the 
reefs is west, 20 deg. north, dip south-westerly. The Dorritt reef is from 1 to 4 feet thick in the 
upper tunnel. The gold bearing chute in the Dorritt pitches at an angle of 70 deg. 
 towards east, 20 deg. south. This upper tunnel his been driven in nine chains from a the north to 
where the stopes commence, and slopes have been taken out 70 feet below the level of the 
tunnel for a length of 300 feet along the Dorritt reef. A decomposed dyke crosses this reef 
diagonally near the mouth of the tunnel. The Italian reef is described as having been a very 
profitable one to work, quartz now showing is from 6 to 12 inches thick between well marked walls 
of hard grey sandstone. 
The Union reef, over six feet wide in places, was also worked along a chute of gold for some 
distance, and further eastward was worked from the Union tunnel. Quartz in tunnel
 workings I foot to feet thick. Both the Union and Dorritt reefs have been worked to 170 feet in 
depth from the surface at the north and east end of the lease. Below the Union tunnel the stope 
extends from 1000 to 2000 feet vertically in depth to Good Luck creek, which was worked for 
alluvial gold. The Company's low level tunnel is being driven  to cut the reefs at a depth of 300 
feet, below the level of the Dorritt tunnel, or 230 feet below the bottom of the lower, old time, 
workings. This lower tunnel has crossed through the course of the Vulcan reef, along which 
 a dyke occurs. Four reefs in the lease are parallel. The price per foot of driving the tunnel is 
stated to be about 1s per foot, and the geologist describes the country passed through as slate of 
favourable appearance. The lower tunnel is now completed a distance of 758ft, a further distance 
of 180ft remains to be driven before the Dorritt reef can be cut.- It is expected that the tunnel will 
be completed within four months.

1. Single attribution for all Gippsland Times snippets:
Unstated author, submitting as “FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT”, Gippsland Times, Date as per header of each snippet, 
Retrieved from trove.nla.gov.au,  1-19/7/2014

                                            Peter Ward 1/9/2014 

A treat!



Who ever said stalactites needed centuries to grow. This mine has beautiful examples.

The usual reef on the hanging wall (left) and the stack of rubble from later miners who took ore,
 but who couldn't be bothered clearing the mullock.  

These air pipes hang by a whisker from rotten wooden wedges and rusted nails.



THE UNION AND DORRITT MINE, GRANT, NORTHERN GIPPSLAND.
(NO. 16 ON LOCALLITY MAP.)
By EJ Dunn, FGS, Director, Geological Survey.

“This mine is about ½ mile northerly from Grant.  The country-rocks consist principally of hard grey Silurian 
sandstones, with some slatey beds.  The strike of the Dorritt reef is W 30deg, and dips 65 deg NE.  The reef, about 5 
feet wide occurs in a shallow shaft to the westward of the Dorritt adit.  About 3 chains southward from the Dorritt reef 
is the Union reef, which is over 6 feet wide in places.  These two reefs traverse the whole length of the leases held by 
this company.  In a small hole, 2 chains west of the Dorritt tunnel, the reef is 4 feet thick.  In the upper tunnel the 
sandstone is of purple colour.   The reef is 1 to 4 feet thick.   The tunnel has been driven 9 chains in from the north to 
where the stopes commence.  They rise to the surface.  Stopes have been taken out 70 feet below the level to the 
adit for a length of 300 feet along the Dorritt reef.  Near the mouth of the adit (about 2 chains in) a dyke crosses the 
reef diagonally; it is in a decomposed state.

The Italian reef strikes off from the stoped portion of the reef in a direction W 35deg S; its dip is 30deg SE.  
The reef is 6 to 12 inches thick, between well marked, smooth walls of hard grey sandstone.  This reef was very 
profitable to work.  The Italian reef runs towards the Dorritt reef on the northern side, but does not appear to have 
actually joined it.  The shoot of gold in the Dorritt reef pitches E 30deg S at an angle of about 70deg.  The strike of the 
country-rock is about SE.

The Union reef was also worked along a shoot for some distance, and further eastward was worked from the 
Union adit.  The eastern end of this reef on the side of the hill has evidently broken away from its original course.

The Union tunnel is between 1,000 and 2,000 feet above Good Luck Creek.  This creek was worked for 
alluvial gold.  The strike of the reef in the Union adit is W 20deg N and the dip is 65deg northward, and the quartz is 
from 1 to 2 feet thick.  The reef has not been worked below the adit floor.  The length of the Union tunnel (cross-cut) to 
the reef is about 250 feet.  The union and Dorritt reefs have been worked for 170 feet in depth from the surface at the 
eastern end of the lease.

A low-level tunnel is now being driven to cut the reefs at a depth of 300 feet below the Dorritt adit, or 230 feet 
below the bottom of the stopes carried below the tunnel level.  This low-level adit has been driven in 690 feet; there 
are still 250 feet to be driven before the Dorritt reef can be cut.  The dip of the reef is away from the direction of the 
tunnel mouth.  

This lower tunnel has crossed through the course of the Vulcan reef, which gave some good crushings, and 
which is about 200 feet to the south of the Rubbly reef, or 400 feet to the south of the Dorritt reef.  A dyke occurs 
along the course of the Vulcan reef in the level along that reef from the adit.  The Rubbly reef has also been worked at 
the surface for some distance, but it does not yet appear to have been cut in the adit.  In the Vulcan reef the quartz is 
6 to 12 inches thick.  Its strike is W 20deg N, and its dip 65deg northward. All four reefs in this reef are parallel, and 
they all dip in the same direction.  The cost of driving the lower adit is about [??] per foot, and the rock now being cut 
is a favorable looking slate.  (Report sent in 9th February, 1906)”  Geological Survey of Victoria, Vol 2.

 Extract above, and mine plans following are taken  from original research, unpublished notes, of Fred Sargent



Entrance was up to the waist in freezing water.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.

Fred Sargent's complete mapping of the Union complex follows on multiple pages.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Large mullock heap, sketched in mapping 
on previous page.

A wet mine!



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



Unpublished Report 1886/16823- O. P. Whitelaw
MINES DEPARTMENT Unpublished Report 1836/16623
THE TREASURE HILL GM. C. AT GRANT
This ground which is held by Messrs Hartley and Co under miner's rights is situated close to the township of 
Grant. From a superficial inspection I could see that there were distinct lines of reef approximately parallel. 
These have all been worked to shallow depths, giving very good returns,
the particulars of which have been supplied me by Mr James Gladstone, at one time manager of one of the 
mines; and which I append. There is also in the locality the "Rubbly Reef" the continuation of which is supposed 
to pass through theTreasure Hill but I did not examine it.
In the "Little Dorrit" tunnel there is a remarkably well defined large body of stone throughout nearly the whole 
length of the tunnel: 600 feet. About 500 feet in there has been some stoping done. A small quantity of stone 
crushed from the floor of the tunnel about 500 feet in gave a good prospect of fine gold.
Further down the hill and on the eastern side is the "Vulcan" tunnel 500 feet in length to the Vulcan reef. The 
continuation of this tunnel in a westerly direction would intersect the Dorrit and Union reefs giving further 
backs.
Returns from the different reefs as supplied by Mr James Gladstone:-
Union Reef 1 oz 6 dwts 6 grs to 3 oz 2dwts 0grs per ton
Little Dorrit 10dwt 7gr to 1oz 10dwt per ton
Italian (last crushing) 2oz 10dwt per ton
Vulcan 2oz to 7oz 15dwt per ton
Rubbly Reef 1oz 9dwt to 3oz 3dwt 18gr per ton
My inspection which was a hurried one is in consequence not exhaustive but it was sufficient to enable me to 
form the opinion that the further prospecting of the Treasure Hill is a legitimate venture.

Newspaper Reports
LITTLE DORRIT
1864, November 22 The Little Dorrit has produced some rich specimens which are now exhibited At Messrs White 
 Co s store -Gippsland Times՞ CoՐs store -Gippsland Times Րs store -Gippsland Times
1865, April 1 The Union machine has just finished crushing the first lot of stone or the Little Dorrit. The crushing 
fully satisfied the expectations of the shareholders. They do not, however, intend to crush at the Union machine 
again until blankets and copper plates are added,
as, under the present system of crushing, it is considered impossible to save the fine gold. The Teutonia is at 
present crushing at the Union, and it is expected to realise profitably.-Gippsland Times
1865, September 19 The Little Dorrit Company are sending 25 tons of stone to the Union machine to be crushed 
this week.-Age

1867, January 10 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) have commenced opening out at the 80 feet level, and 
are taking out very fair stone.

This company, will, I believe, raise a good quantity before crushing. -Gippsland Times
1867, January 24 The Little Dorrit Company (Registered) are still taking out stone from the 80 ft level, and have 
about 80 tons on the surface and will, I believe, shortly commence packing. The yield is expected to be better 
than the last. -Gippsland Times

1867, February 14 The Little Dorrit company have commenced crushing at the Mornington ma and will I expect 
indecipherable latter end of next week indecipherable -Gippsland Times

1867, February 21 The Little Doritt Company (Registered) finished crushing this week, the yield, as expected, 
being much better than the former crushing. The stone crushed in this lot was taken out from a depth of 75 to 
90 feet, and yielded 17 dwt to the ton, thereby showing a great improvement on the stone taken out from the 
shallower level. -Gippsland Times

1867, February 28 The Little Doritt Company (Registered) have been engaged getting timber for securing the 
ground, and will be fairly started taking out stone on Monday. -Gippsland Times

1867, April 9 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are raising very fair stone, and will shortly have another 
crushing. -Gippsland Times

Newspaper and other reports compiled by Fred Sargent

Original research by  Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



1867, April 23 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are crushing at the Mornington machine, and will wash 
up tomorrow. -Gippsland Times

1867, April 30 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) have finished crushing the yield being an ounce to the 
ton. -Gippsland Times

1867, June 29 The Royal Saxon (Vulcan), are driving and taking out stone at the 60 feet level, and will stope 
out from that level before sinking the shaft any deeper. The stone at present being raised, is not quite so 
good as tho last lot crashed, but still looks good payable stone. Ovens & Murray Advertiser

1867, October 19 The Little Dorrit Company (Registered) have started work again, and will commence stoping 
from the 100 feet level, and also intend sinking their shaft preparatory to opening out the mine at a greater 
depth ; they are at present troubled with surface water.The Royal Saxon west (Vulcan), are still sinking their 
shaft, and intend sinking 120 feet before commencing to open out ; they (to at present raising some very 
good " stone, I believe the best yet taken from tho claim. Ovens & Murray Advertiser

1867, October 29 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are putting in drives at the 100 ft level and opening a 
shaft at the end of the old stoping. They have not commenced sinking their shaft deeper in consequence of 
having too much water. -Gippsland Times

1867, November 12 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are still driving east and west at the 100 foot level 
from the east drive. They are raising some very good stone on the west side. The ground is very hard, so 
progress is much slower. They have struck a large cross vein, which,however, does not look very inviting. -
Gippsland Times

1867, December 10 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are still driving east and west at the 100 foot level, 
and are raising some very fair stone. -Gippsland Times

1868, January 4 The Little Dorrit Company (registered ) are still raising stone from the east stopes in the 100 
foot level, which shows a fairamount of gold. They expect to start carting next week. Gippsland Times

1868, January 18 Little Dorrit Company (registered ) are still raising stone from their stopes which looks very 
well, and will I believe, yield better than any yet crushed, they are awaiting arrival of new stampers for the 
Mornington machine and will have about 100 tons before starting to crush -Gippsland Times

1868, February 13 Dorrit Company (registered ) are still stoping out the 100 feet level and raising fair stone. 
They commence crushing at the Mornington immediately the stamps are ready. -Gippsland Times

1868, February 15 The Little Dorrit Company (registered ) The Little Dorrit Company (registered ) have 
commenced carting to the Mornington machine, and will commence crushing as soon as the new stamp heads 
are put on. They still continue raising stone from the 100 ft level. - Gippsland Times

1868, February 22 The Little Dorrit Company (registered ) are still carting to the Mornington, but will not 
commence crushing before next week, the yield is expected to be over an ounce to the ton. Gippsland Times
1868, March 5 The Dorrit Company (registered) are still carting to the Mornington. They will commence 
washing up on: Monday, and, will have about 70 tons. Ovens & Murray Advertiser / Ballarat Star

1868, March 7 The Little Dorrit Company (registered ) commenced crushing this morning at the Mornington 
machine, they will not be able to finish before next week. -Gippsland Times

1868, March 14 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) have finished crushing and obtained a cake of gold 
weighing 40 ounces; this is considerably below the anticipated yield, for to all appearances it certainly looked 
over an ounce to the ton. -Gippsland Times

1868, May 26 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) have started work again, and are stoping east of their 
shaft, and raising stone of about the same quality as their last crushing. -Gippsland Times

1868, June 9 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are still raising stone from the east stopes of the 100 foot 
level, but there is no improvement in the appearance of the mine. After working out these stopes, I believe 
they intend prospecting the reef at as greater depth. - Gippsland Times

1868, June 23 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are still rising stone from the east stopes which looks 
about the quality of the last. They have about twenty tons out. The stone from this reef contains a great 
deal of pyrites. -Gippsland Times

Original research by  Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



1868, July 28 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) have commenced sinking their shaft, and are down 20 feet 
below the old level. The ground is much softer, and there is also a great improvement in the stone, it being the 
best yet taken out of the claim. The vein will average over a foot in width. -Gippsland Times

1868, August 29 The Dorrit Company (registered) are still sinking their shaft and are down 140 feet; the stone 
still continues to look payable, and the vein does not appear to decrease in width, but the ground is much 
harder. -Gippsland Times

1868, September 12 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) have commenced crushing at the Mornington machine, 
and will finish early in..............Gippsland Times

1868, October 27 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are still sinking their shaft They intend crushing their 
next lot at the Jungle machine and are down 150 feet. The reef gets stronger in sinking and the stone is o about 
the average quality. -Gippsland Times

1868, November 7 The Little Dorrit Company (regd) have commenced packing to the Jungle machine. There is a 
considerable quantity of pyrites in this stone, and the shareholders are anxious to try whether the blankets will 
effect any increase in yield. -Gippsland Times

1868, December 22 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are extending their drives at the present level, 
preparatory to commence stoping, and are getting stone of about the same quality. They have not yet been able 
to crush the stone lying at the Jungle machine. -Gippsland Times

1869, April 20 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are opening out at their present level, and are reported to 
be getting payable stone. -Gippsland Times

1869, June 1 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are still extending their workings at the 150 feet level, and 
are reported to be raising very fair stone. -Gippsland Times

1869 June 29 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are carting to the Mornington machine, and will commence 
crushing next week. They will crush about 20 tons, from which a fair yield is expected. -Gippsland Times

1869, July 13 The Dorrit Company (registered) finished crushing this week at the Mornington machine, but have 
not yet retorted, but the quantity of amalgam taken from the plates, I believe the yield will be poorer than 
expected. They have all crushed a trial lot of a few tons of refuse stone, the yield from which is not yet known. 
-Gippsland Times

1869, July 27 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) have finished crushing, the average being 15 dwt per ton. -
Gippsland Times

1869, August 24 The Dorrit Company (registered) are in with their tunnel over 100 feet., and expect to strike the 
reef in about 15 feet further,at a greater depth, and a considerable distance east of the previous workings. -
Gippsland Times

1869, September 25 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) are still continuing their tunnel, and are in 170 feet. 
They expect to strike the reef in a few days. -Gippsland Times

1869, October 9 The Little Dorrit Company have struck the reef at a little over 170 feet; the vein is strong, and 
shows where they cut into it. -Gippsland Times

1869, November 30 The Little Dorrit Company (registered) have struck gold in their tunnel at about 280 feet. The 
last two breakings down have showed payable gold. -Gippsland Times

1869, December 9 The Little Dorrit Company are still continuing the tunnel, but there is at present very little 
improvement in the stone. -Gippsland Times

1870, January 20 A rich vein of cobalt hAs been discovered in Dorritt s claim, Crooked River And a parcel has Րs store -Gippsland Times
been sent to the Mining Department for assay. -Argus
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1870, January 29 A discovery which will probably be of some importance has lately been made here. I allude to 
the discovery of a rich vein of cobalt. The locality of the discovery is the Little Dorrit quartz claim, near 
Grant. Some time since the shareholders in this claim started a tunnel to cut the reef at a low level, and in 
driving cut a vein of black stuff, and drove along it for some distance, and not considering it of any value it 
was thrown away with the mullock. A short time since, Mr. Steers, one of the shareholders, imagined there was 
something peculiar in the appearance of this stuff and for the purpose of testing it began to burn some of it 
on a piece of tin; the effect was soon apparent, for on the stuff becoming heated, the tin changed to a 
beautiful blue colour , and although, through the accidental burning of a house, the tin was afterwards 
subjected to an intense heat , the colour was not removed. On the arrival of Mr. Warden Howitt, the 
shareholders spoke to him respecting it; that indecipherable to forward a small piece to the Mining Department 
for analysation; the result of this has been ascertained; and the sample pronounced to be a very rich 
description of cobalt During Mr Howitt s lastt visit, he visited the min, And obtained from different places Րs store -Gippsland Times
about six pounds of the cobalt, with the view of testing whether it is all equally rich, the result from which will 
be anxiously looked for. Should it prove to be as rich as the former lot, the discovery will be of great value. I 
am credibly informed that the estimated value of the portion analysed was at the rate of 10s per pound.-
Gippsland Times

1870, June 22 A rich vein of cobalt has been discovered in Dorrit's claim, Crooked River, find a parcel has been 
sent to the Mining department for assay. -Australasian

1870,July 19 I have been informed that the last assay of cobalt taken from the vein discovered in the Little 
Dorrit quartz claim some time since was not at all satisfactory. -Gippsland Times

1871, February 14 The Little Dorrit lease are driving their tunnel, and expect shortly to strike the Italian Reef, 
from which such rich stone was raised some years ago. -Gippsland Times

1873, August 23 The Vulcan and Little Dorrit claims are being formed into a company, rumour says with every 
probability of being successfully floated. -Gippsland Times

1874, July 4 This lease having been declared void, the ground was at once reoccupied by others, as the part 
proprietors have allowed it to remain completely idle for the last three years, it is satisfactory to know that it 
will now stand a chance of being again in work, as the present holders do not intend to be idle a day after the 
lease is granted. -Gippsland Mercury

1874, September 1 There was to have been a Warden s Court of Inquiry into an application for a gold mining Րs store -Gippsland Times
lease; in the absence of Mr. Wyatt, however, it had to be adjourned. Considerable interest is felt in the result 
of this enquiry, as it is rumoured that the applicant s right will be disputed. The ground applied for takes in 
several well-known reefs (Italian, Little Dorrit, Royal Saxon, and Vulcan) that at different times have paid well 
for working, but which have all been successively abandoned. It is to be hoped that whoever gets possession 
of this ground will give it a thorough and complete trial. This can only be carried out by expending a very 
considerable amount of money upon it, opening up the various lodes intersecting it, and in fact, prospecting it 
in the most perfect manner. Should this be done, I have not the slightest doubt that it will ultimately prove a 
valuable property, and do much towards reviving the prosperity of the place generally. One of the greatest 
evils from which this division has suffered, is the imperfect and insufficient manner in which the different 
mines have been prospected or worked. With the exception of the Good Hope, and perhaps the Pioneer also, I 
do not know of another reef that has been anything like properly tested. It is no uncommon thing here for a 
reef to be taken up by a party, who take one or two good crushings out of it, get upon a run of inferior stone, 
and then abandon it. In a little time it is re-occupied by another party, who follow exactly in the footsteps of 
their predecessors, and after a time a third party will work with precisely the same result, and the same 
termination. This is not confined to one reef only-there are several in the
immediate neighbourhood of Grant of which the same story can be told. Why his is the case can easily be 
explained. lither to the development of the numberless reefs throughout this division has depend almost 
entirely upon the working mines few of whom are in a position to work a mine without receiving immediate 
remuneration for their labour. The consequence is that if they come upon a run of poor stone, lasting for a 
few weeks, they become disheartened and in a little time give up the mine to try elsewhere, when another 
week's work might have brought them once more on payable quartz. This has always been the case here, and 
it always will be so until sufficient capital is introduced to work the
mines in a proper and systematic manner, and I personally look forward hopefully to the time when this will not 
have to he sought for in vain. With respect to mines now at work I have little to comment upon-               

                                                                                                Gippsland Times
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ITALIAN
1864, July 5 Since writing my last no fewer than six different reefs have been struck within two miles of Mr 
Robertson's Accommodation house. They are named as follows- Matthewson's, Union, Italian, Jolly Sailor's and 
Aberdeen -Gippsland Times

1865, November 16 A small lot of 8 tons of stone from the Italian Company's claim was crushed last week, 
which gave something near 3 oz to ton. This is but a small reef, only some 5. inches thick, but still 3 oz to 
the ton pays well notwithstanding the high rate of cartage and crushing, and the distance from the machine.

1865, November 18 The Italian Company have obtained some remarkably rich specimens from their reef, but I 
am sorry to say that the thinness of the vein prevents it from being the best paying reef in the district. -
Gippsland Times

1865, November 25 Five weeks ago Messrs Warren and Abbott agreed to work the Italian prospecting claim 
on certain conditions. Messrs M'Keown And Dunphy, shareholders in the claim, Applied for an injunction to 
prevent the further working of the ground, stating that it was not left in a secure state and that the 
agreement was illegal, owing to certain forms prescribed by the Limited Liability Act not being attended to. 
The case was heard on the ground to-day, At two oclock by Mr Warden Butler, when the injunction was not 
granted. The claim is turning out some remarkably rich stone, which is being crushed at the Mornington 
machine.-Gippsland Times

1867, January 15 WARDENS COURT
John Thompson v Italian Gold Mining Co Adjourned until 13th February, to enable plaintiff time to obtain proof 
that the place where the summons was served was the registered office of the company. -Gippsland Times

1867, April 11 The Italian Company's claim has this week been registered by John Foley and party, who intend 
trenching for the reef. -Gippsland Times

1867, May 9 WARDENS COURT May 9, before Walter Butler, Esq, Warden John Thomson v Italian Gold Mining 
Co, application to be placed in possession of the Italian Company's claim. There was no
appearance for the company. Applicant proved the advertisement of the summons in the Gippsland Times as 
previously directed by the warden. Applicant was therefore placed in possession. -Gippsland Times

1867, May 25 The prospectors in the old Italian Company's ground are sinking to catch the reef in the old 
Royal Saxon -Gippsland Times

876,January 4 Gladstone And Irwin had anArrow escape with their lives while working in the Italian shaft-
Gippsland Mercury

ROYAL SAXON (VULCAN)
1866, April 12 The Union machine finished crushing yesterday (14 tons) for the Royal Saxon, the yield being 19 
oz, which, considering the reef is 16 inches wide, and still increasing in width, may be reckoned as very good 
property -Gippsland Times

1867, April 23 The Royal Saxon (west) has been taken by Messrs Manuel & Sayers, who have started working 
above the old shaft. They have struck the reef and the stone looks very well. -Gippsland Times

1867, April 30 The Royal Saxon West, one of the deserted claims lately taken up, are raising some very good 
stone. They struck the reef above the old shaft, and in the immediate vicinity of an old trench. They have 
washed as much as a pennyweight of gold to a dish of rubble. - Gippsland Times

1867, May 21 The old Royal Saxon west are engaged in sinking their shaft, and are down about 80 feet. They 
are taking out a small quantity of stone, which looks very well. The vein averages about five inches in the 
upper end of the shaft and a little less on the lower end. They will not be able to raise much stone before 
commencing to stope. -Gippsland Times

1867, May 25 The prospectors in the Royal Saxon are still sinking their shaft. The reef has improved in 
thickness, and the stone is still very good. They will have a crushing in about a fortnight. Gippsland Times

1867, June 1 The prospectors in the old Royal Saxon are still raising some very good stone, and will 
commence carting to the Mornington machine next week. -Gippsland Times

1867, June 11 The Old Royal Saxon are carting to the Mornington machine and will commence crushing at 
once. The yield from this lot is expected to be good. -Gippsland Times



1867, June 18 During the past few months a number of miners have left the district and gone off prospecting 
in other localities, being no doubt under the impression that that this district has been too well prospected 
already to leave any show for making new discoveries of any value. The trial crushing's this week from two 
new discoveries will go a long way to proving the fallacy of this opinion. The claims alluded to, from which 
these returns were obtained, were both discovered by trenching close to old workings; the first was discovered 
about eight weeks since by Messrs Manuel and Sayers, near the old workings in the Royal Saxon, the trial 
crushing from which has given a return of four and a half ounces to the ton. The other was discovered about 
three weeks since by H. Goodrick near the old workings in the Jolly Sailors, the trial crushing from which gave 
four and a half ounces to the ton. -Gippsland Times

1867, June 18 The prospectors in the old Royal Saxon had a trial crushing of 11 tons at the Mornington 
machine, which yielded 41 oz or nearly 4 oz to the ton. This lot was all taken out of the shaft, and paid the 
prospectors 3 10s per foot for sinking, which considering is soft ground, will pay splendidly. They intend £3 10s per foot for sinking, which considering is soft ground, will pay splendidly. They intend 
sinking the shaft deeper before commencing to stope out. This may be considered one of the most
satisfactory trials that has taken place here. The stone was all taken out of the shaft, and not picked. -
Gippsland Times

1867, July 6 The Royal Saxon west (Vulcan) are still driving and raising payable looking stone; they intend 
stoping all out from the 60 ft level before crushing. -Gippsland Times
1867, August 6 The Royal Saxon west (Vulcan) are still stoping from the 60 ft level and are breaking down 
some very good stone. - Gippsland Times

1867, August 13 The Royal Saxon west (Vulcan) are still stoping from the 60 ft level, and during the week have 
broken down some very good stone. -Gippsland Times

1867, August 17 The Vulcan have about 30 tons of very good stone, and will continue raising for two weeks 
more before starting to cart. The reef in the bottom of the shaft looks very well. During my visit gold was 
plainly discernible in the reef before it was broken down. -Gippsland Times

1867, September 3 The Vulcan will commence carting to the Mornington machine on Monday next. They will 
have about 90 tons, which is expected to give quite as good a yield as the last. -Gippsland Times
1867, September 10 The Royal Saxon west (Vulcan) have commenced carting to the Mornington machine and 
will start crushing on Monday. They will have a little over 20 tons, from which three ounces to the ton is 
expected. -Gippsland Times

1867, September 17 The Royal Saxon west (Vulcan) have crushed during the week 21 tons at the Mornington 
machine, which yielded a cake of gold weighing a little over 42 oz; this is much below the expected yield, but 
being easily worked will stay pay good wages. -Gippsland Times

1867, September 26 The Royal Saxon West (Vulcan) have started sinking their shaft deeper, and intend sinking 
it 50 feet more before commencing to stope. The vein is increasing in width as they go down. In the bottom of 
the shaft they have two veins which look as if the y will shortly run together. -Gippsland Times

1867, October 8 The Royal Saxon (west) (Vulcan), in sinking their shaft this week, came on a very good patch 
of stone at a depth of about eighty feet. -Gippsland Times

1867, October 15 The Royal Saxon (west) (Vulcan) are still sinking their shaft, and intend sinking 120 feet 
before commencing to open out; they are at present raising some very good stone, I believe the best yet taken 
from the claim. -Gippsland Times

1867, October 29 The Vulcan are still sinking their shaft and are down nearly 100 feet, the reef still continuing 
to improve as they go down, and they are now raising some of the best stone taken out. -Gippsland Times

1867, November 12 The Vulcan Prospecting claim are opening out at 104 ft and are driving east and west. The 
vein in the bottom of the shaft still looks as well as ever, and appears to be much stronger. They are at 
present raising some very good stone. -Gippsland Times

1867, December 14 The Vulcan Prospecting claim will commence carting to the Mornington mill early next week, 
they are at present raising some very fine stone from the east stopes. -Gippsland Times

1868, January 4 The Royal Saxon West (Vulcan) have finished crushing 20 tons at the Mornington machine, 
which yielded a fine cake of gold, weighing 86 oz, or an average of 4 oz 6 dwt to the ton. This stone was 
taken from the 100 foot level. -Gippsland Times
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1868, January 18 The Royal Saxon West (Vulcan) have started work again, and are working from their new 
shaft and also putting in a drive from the old shaft about 50 feet from the surface, the reef in this drive is 
small, but they expect it will increase in driving uphill. -Gippsland Times

1868, February 15 The Vulcan Prospecting Claim have lost the vein in the bottom of their shaft and are now 
working two shifts, prospecting for
it. -Gippsland Times
1868, February 22 Grant, 20th February Considerable excitement was occasioned here this week by the 
discovery of a very rich reef near the township, and it almost put us in
mind of the first rush to Grant to see nearly every person rushing off to look at the new Eldorado. The 
appearance of the reef, as far as it is proved, fully justifies the amount of excitement that has been caused 
by its discovery. It will give you some idea of its richness when I inform you one of our speculating 
storekeepers gave 2 5s for a prospect washed from half of a small dish of rubble, and ten ounces was £3 10s per foot for sinking, which considering is soft ground, will pay splendidly. They intend 
offered and refused for a ton of stone, which was raised by two men in less than a day. The new find is 
apparently a continuation of the old Royal Saxon west, And is situAted between the old shAft of the RoyAl 
SAxon And W  S  MAther s Spring Reef  The prospectors Are Messrs SAyers, Manuel, andԾ SԾ MAtherՐs Spring ReefԾ The prospectors Are Messrs SAyers, Manuel, and Ծ SԾ MAtherՐs Spring ReefԾ The prospectors Are Messrs SAyers, Manuel, and Րs store -Gippsland Times Ծ SԾ MAtherՐs Spring ReefԾ The prospectors Are Messrs SAyers, Manuel, and
Fallu, the prospectors of the Vulcan, from which reef good returns have been obtained. At present there are 
two veins, with a small dip between them, in both of which there is splendid gold uphill. They seem to run 
nearly east and west; downhill, one vein appears to slew off to the south. There is about five feet of surface 
where the reef was discovered, the present width is from 12 to 18 inches, and they calculate that two men 
can raise a ton of stone a day. Several numbers have been marked off, and I believe there is a first rate 
show for getting the reef on the opposite side of the gully. -Gippsland Times

1868, February 22 The Vulcan are stoping out the remainder of their stone on the east side of their shaft, 
and do not, I believe, intend sinking their shaft any further. -Gippsland Times

1868, March 5 The Vulcan (the new reef which was discovered last week) still looks first- rate, They have 
logged up their shaft and commenced sinking, and are down about 15 feet. The prospect that was purchased 
from this claim last week on being crushed yielded 2 2s worth of gold, at the advanced price indecipherable £3 10s per foot for sinking, which considering is soft ground, will pay splendidly. They intend 
ton,-Ovens & Murray Advertiser

1868, March 7 The Vulcan Prospecting Claim are still sinking; the reef is not so rich as it was on the surface. 
-Gippsland Times

1868, March 9 The Vulcan, the new reef which was discovered last week, looks first-rate. They have logged 
up their shaft and commenced sinking, and are down about fifteen feet. The prospect that was purchased 
from the claim last week on being crushed yielded indecipherable of gold, at the advance price equal to 
eighty ounces per ton. -Argus

1868, March 14 Vulcan- the new reef which was discovered last week still looks first-rate. They have logged 
up their shaft and commenced sinking, and are down about fifteen feet. The prospect that was purchased 
from this claim last week on being crushed yielded 2 2s of gold, at the advanced price equal to eighty £3 10s per foot for sinking, which considering is soft ground, will pay splendidly. They intend 
ounces to the ton. (from Ovens Advertiser) -Australasian

1868, March 24 The Vulcan have commenced carting to the Mornington machine and will crush after the 
Uncle Tom is finished. Latterly the reef has been two feet wide and the stone not so good. It has now run 
smaller and they are at present raising some of the best stone taken outof the mine. -Gippsland Times
1868, April 7 The Vulcan have commenced crushing at the Mornington machine, and will finish about the 
latter end of the week; they have 35 tons which is expected to average between two and three ounces to 
the ton . -Gippsland Times

1868, April 14 The first crushing from the Vulcan (the new reef which was reported about five weeks since, 
has fully confirmed the previous report of its richness, and judging from present appearances there is every 
prospect of its being permanent, and the prospectors Messrs Manuel, Sayers, Thira and Dickenson, will get 
something handsome out of the Vulcan. It is only five weeks since the reef was discovered, and the present 
crushing was taken out in four weeks. They have sunk their shaft about 50 feet and the 35 tons crushed was 
all taken from the shaft, the yield being 166 oz 2 dwt or an average of over five ounces to the ton, so that 
if the vein only runs 150 feet and turns out as well as the present lot
which to all appearances there is every possibility of its doing, it requires no sage to tell that the 
shareholders have every chance of becoming
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suddenly rich. The vein is to all appearances a separate and distinct one from the Old Royal Saxon running parallel with it and judging from the 
present appearance the two veins cannot be more than ten feet apart. In some places in the shaft the reef is nearly two feet wide, the average 
width being about a foot; the prospectors very wisely determined to crush it all so as to give it a fair trial. This is the quickest earned money that 
has been taken out of a reef by any co-operative company since the discovery of the Crooked River. The shareholders have netted £140 per man 
clear of all expenses for four weeks work. The splendid results of this party should induce others to prospect, for the ground on which this reef 
has been previously travelled over by some hundreds of men, and there are plenty of places equally as promising that will well be worth 
prospecting. I have always believed and stated that our discarded locality only required time to raise itself again; and considering that we are still 
plodding on and improving, solely on our own resources, I think everyone interested in the welfare and prosperity of the district must feel quite 
satisfied that ultimately mining matters in this district will again command attention. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, April 21 In the present jumping, the mining hawks have aimed at high game – being no less than the Vulcan Prospecting Claim- but 
from a knowledge of the circumstances I am happy to say that the jumpers have not the shadow of success -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, May 5 The Vulcan Prospecting Claim are now fairly started to work again. They have erected sheds over the shaft, and made 
everything snug for the winter. They are down over 60 feet with their shaft. The vein in the bottom of the shaft is nearly two feet wide, and 
underlies considerably to the south; and although not so rich as it was, is still very good stone. They will be able to rise about eight tons per 
week. In sinking the shaft, judging from the present run of the reef, I say it will run about 15 feet south of the old Royal Saxon shaft. -Gippsland 
Times 
 
1868, May 26 The Vulcan Prospecting Claim have struck water in their shaft, and have stopped sinking. They have commenced driving east 
and west and will stope out from the water level during the winter. There is no alteration in the appearance of the vein or the quality of the 
stone. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, June 9 The Vulcan Prospecting Claim are still driving in the 70 foot level. There is but little alteration in the appearance of the reef. 
They have commenced carting to the Mornington machine, and will crush about 20 tons of good stone and 20 tons of inferior stone, which will 
be crushed separately as a trial. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, June 23 The Vulcan lease are engaged in stoping from the 70 foot level. From the bottom of the shaft the reef is about ten inches 
wide and shows coarse gold; but in consequence of the water they intend stoping out the upper portion during the winter; they are working 
three shifts, and are raising 10 ton per week with six men. They are at present raising some very good stone; they are carting to the Mornington 
machine and will put through about 70 tons, which is expected to average two ounces to the ton. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, June 30 The Vulcan lease ill finish carting o the Mornington machine this week, and will start crushing early next week. -Gippsland 
Times 
 
1868, July 13 The Vulcan lease have commenced crushing with one battery at the Mornington machine. They will put through 20 tons of 
poor stone, taken from a large blow, for a trial, after which they will put through 50 tons of good stone. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, July 21 The Vulcan lease crushed during the week at the Mornington machine 20 tons taken from a large blow as a trial. The yield, 
however, was not satisfactory, being not more than sufficient to pay expenses. They have about 50 tons of good stone, which they will probably 
commence to crush on Monday. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, July 28 The Vulcan lease commenced crushing this week at the Mornington machine, but after crushing twenty-four hours were 
compelled to stop, in consequence of the scarcity of water. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August 11 The Vulcan have started sinking their shaft deeper. They have not been able to crush the stone at the mill in consequence of 
the scarcity of water. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August 18 The Vulcan lease are still engaged sinking their shaft. Some of the ground is tough, but they are making fair progress. The 
reef is still large in one end of the shaft but is looking poorer; they are also troubled with water. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, August 29 The Mornington machine commenced crushing the Vulcan stone on Monday last. They have made a dam in the gully below 
the machine, so that by storing the water and rising it carefully, they will be able to keep the mill going ten hours a day. 
 The Vulcan lease are still engaged sinking their shaft, and are down over 100 feet. The reef is still large, but much poorer than the 
upper portion. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, September 12 The Vulcan Company lease crushed last week 49 tons of stone at the Mornington machine, which yielded an average of one 
and a half ounces to the ton. They have started sinking their shaft. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, October 10 The Vulcan lease have commenced opening out a level at 120 feet, and have struck some very good stone. It now appears 
certain that the reef will run clear of the old Saxon shaft, and is, no doubt, a separate vein. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, November 5 The Vulcan lease are still stoping, but the stone is not looking so well. They will commence driving from the upper shaft this 
week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, November 7 The Vulcan have commenced stoping out the upper portion of their ground, and are raising very good stone; in one place 
the vein is nearly three feet wide, with payable gold all through. The reef is pinched out in the bottom of the shaft, but will probably make again 
-Gippsland Times 
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1868, November 21 The Vulcan lease are still stoping and raising some splendid stone. -Gippsland Times 
 
1868, December 22 The Vulcan are raising from their upper shaft, but have not yet struck anything payable. The lower shaft is also looking 
rather poor at present. -Gippsland Times 
 
1869, February 13 The Vulcan lease will commence crushing this morning at the Mornington machine; they will put through about 23 tons, 
from which a very fair yield is expected; they have not yet struck anything fresh in the claim, and intend putting in a tunnel some distance further 
to try and strike the reef. -Gippsland Times 

 
1869, April 6 The Vulcan lease are still driving, but have not yet struck anything payable. -Gippsland Times 
 
1869, April 20 The Vulcan lease have driven 120 feet without striking anything payable, and have abandoned the claim. -Gippsland Times 
 
1869, May 25 MR JAMES TRAVIS, Mining Registrar  Quartz crushed for quarter ending 31st March, 1869 
 
Company Quartz obtained from Quartz crushed yield gold per ton Total Yield Remarks 
Manuel and Co Vulcan   40 0 0  1   3 22.8  47 18  9  70 feet 
 
-Gippsland Times 
 
1869, July 13 The Vulcan lease, which has been idle for some time, has started work again, and intend prospecting the mine. 
 
1870, May 3 The Vulcan Prospecting claim has been taken up again, and has started sinking a new shaft. -Gippsland Times 
 
1870, May 31 The Vulcan Prospecting claim have succeeded in discovering payable gold. The vein is small at present but appears to be 
widening out. The stone is similar in appearance to that which gave a return of over 4 ounces to the ton. -Gippsland Times 
 
1871, January 21 The Vulcan Company are raising quartz and will soon be ready for a crushing. -Gippsland Times 
 
1871, February 6 The stone from this…….. -Gippsland Mercury  
 
1871, February 13 They have finished crushing stone from this reef at the Mornington machine, and are at present washing up. There is no 
information as to probable results.  -Gippsland Mercury 
 
1871, February 14 The Vulcan Company have finished their crushing at the Mornington mill today and will probably wash up and retort to-
morrow. They have put through something like twenty tons of stone, from which a payable result is anticipated. -Gippsland Times 
1871, February 20 The 20 tons lately crushed at the Mornington proved very poor, but the company are now raising stone of far better quality.  
-Gippsland Mercury 
 
1871, March 13 Although this company were on very good stone they have been compelled to suspend operations on account of three 
great… of water. -Gippsland Mercury 
 
1871, March 14 The Vulcan claim has been swamped out; the water rising too fast to be bailed out by means of bucket and windlass.. I 
believe it the intention of the proprietors to erect a whim as soon as they can, the prospects they had at the time of having to suspend 
operations being considered very good. -Gippsland Times 
 
1871, March 21 The Vulcan Company having been swamped out, have suspended their claim for three months, when they will erect a whim 
to keep the water down. The stone they were compelled to leave looked very well. -Gippsland Times 
 
1871, September 4 For a party of men to face driving about 420 feet of hard country before they expect to strike the reef, betoken some 
confidence in their undertaking, and the chances certainly appear in their favour, providing they reach the reef, that Juno’s men will supply them 
with bars of gold in lieu of the orthodox bolts of thunder.  -Gippsland Mercury 
 
1871, October 16 The company is now in softer country and making very good progress.  -Gippsland Mercury 
 
1871, November 11 This claim has been suspended for three months, not from want of faith in the reef, but the proprietors have more irons in 
the fire than that they can attend to at present. -Gippsland Mercury 
 
1872, September 28  WARDEN'S COURT. (Before A. W.Howitt, Esq., Warden.) W. H. MOBOAN AND H. WRIGHT, V COUTTS, MANUEL 
AND GLADSTONE. Application to be put in possession of the Vulcan Quartz Claim, Mr. Spong for applicants. This case had been ad journed from 
last court to substitute service on Coutts by advertisement. A further adjournment was now asked for as plaintiffs had not sufficient time 
to comply with the order for substitution of service made at the last court. Defend ants offered no objection, and the hearing was adjourned to 
the 14th October. -Gippsland Times 
 
1872, October 29 The Vulcan quartz claim started sinking a new shaft, but as ownership is still a disputed question it is somewhat doubtful as 
to who will reap the benefit of the work. -Gippsland Times 
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1873, March 4 The Vulcan have about 8 tons of stone out which I am informed they intend crushing. -Gippsland Times 
 
1873, March 18 The Vulcan have finished crushing but no returns to hand. -Gippsland Times 
 
1873, March 25 The crushing from the Vulcan is variously reported from 8 to 14 dwt per ton. -Gippsland Times 
 
1873, August 23 The Vulcan and Little Dorrit claims are being formed into a company, rumour says with every probability of being 
successfully floated. -Gippsland Times 

 
UNION 
 
1864, July 1 A new reef has been discovered near to Isaac’s old Shanty, where there is now built a very respectable accommodation 
house, kept by Mr Robertson. This reef has been named the Union; the discoverers are Messrs George Wallace, Sullivan and Murphy. The 
specimens I have seen are very rich; several claims have since been marked out. -Gippsland Times  
 
1864, July 5 Since writing my last no fewer than six different reefs have been struck within two miles of Mr Robertson’s accommodation 
house. They are named as follows-Matthewson’s, Union, Italian, Jolly Sailor’s and Aberdeen. -Gippsland Times 
 
1864, July 5 On the Union reef the prospectors are so well satisfied that they are in the meantime busy building substantial houses, on 
the faith that they have years of profitable work before them. - Ovens & Murray Advertiser  
 
1864, July 6 (from the Mountaineer, July 2) No 7, the Union, was the last discovered, previous to my departure, and the stone looked the 
richest of any yet found, independent of the Pioneer reef. -Argus 
 
1864, July 8 On the Union Reef, the prospectors are so well satisfied that they are in the meantime busy building substantial houses, on 
the faith that they have years of profitable work before them. -Argus 
 
1864, July 9 the Union reef, discovered last week by Mr Denis Sullivan and party, is looking well, and claims have been taken up on the 
Union, right and left. Ovens & Murray Advertiser 
 
1864, July 26 TALBOTVILLE.   
(From our own Correspondent.)     
July 4th, 1864.   
The fame of the reefs in the neighbourhood of Isaac's Spur, now known as Mount Pleasant, has attracted a large concourse of miners to that 
locality, distant about seven miles from the bed of the Crooked River. There are now eight reefs, all gold-bearing, within a radius of three miles, 
taking Mount Pleasant as the central. They are named-     
1st - The Union, (Wallace, Sullivan, and Murphy, prospectors.) The party have already sunk to a depth of twenty feet, and although the stone 
which they are now raising, is not so rich as that which was first obtained, the party are amply payable. 
2nd - The Italian reef, which yields excellent quality, although the reef is very narrow. I believe a leader could be the proper term for it, as it is 
only from six to twelve inches thick. 
3rd - The Moonlight reef. There is a larger body of stone on this reef, but as yet very little gold has been seen in the quartz.       
4th —the Jolly Sailors. -Some excellent specimens have been obtained from this reef, and its future has a very promising appearance. 
5th -—Kennedy's reef, which is located on the head waters of Jungle Creek, being about three miles from Mount Pleasant.  I am informed that 
prospects of three penny weights to the dish have been obtained from the debris of this reef.   
6th Mathieson’s reef, which is reckoned to be the richest of any which has yet been discovered on the upper line of ranges. 
7th —The Morning Star. This reef was only pegged out the day before yesterday, and as yet I have not been able to obtain any reliable 
information as to its size or quality. 
8th —The Excelsior, which was pegged out on Saturday last, and from which some good specimens were obtained.  Ovens & Murray Advertiser 
 
1864, August 18 The prospectors on the Union reef have also stumbled upon a piece of good luck. In clearing a tract some distance from 
their present workings, ono of thopartners saw a glittering object peeping from under neath some leaves and brushwood. He lost no time in 
taking it to the light, and was most agree ably surprised, to find that, it was a brick-shaped pieco of quartz, about eight by four inches, 
thickly studded with gold. No time was lost in sinking a shaft near the spot where tho outlying sentinel of undeveloped treasure was discovered. 
At a distance of about two foot from tho surface, a well formed reef of about three and a half feet thick was found, bearing stone far richer in 
quality than any . hitherto found on the Union reef. -Age 
 
1864, August 25 same as August 18. -Age 

 
1864, September 23 The prospectors of the Union have now undoubtedly got the main reef, with gold distributed throughout the stone -
Gippsland Times 
 
1864, October 22 This week we had a visit from some of the leading men from Morse’s Creek, among which were Mr. N. N. Gitchell, and Cpn 
Sefeldt, the well known claimholders and Quartz crusher on Growler's Greek. Mr Gitchell is, I learn one of the fortunate proprietors of the Union 
Reef at Mount Pleasant, and measures are now being in progress to. have machinery erected as soon as possible in connection with the reef, at 
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Mount Pleasant, the business portion of the community are busily engaged in erecting stores and houses suitable for their different calling 
Ovens & Murray Advertiser 
 
1864, November 8 William Austin sold an eighth in the Little Dorrit for L150, 
A dispute is likely to arise between the Union Reef Company and Ben Croft and party, who has jumped a portion of ground next the prospecting 
claim. The prospectors say they amalgamated with Nos. 1 and 2, and that the three claims form one block and should be surveyed together, and 
that in case of there being any surplus ground, it should be cut off from the extreme boundary of their third claim. Croft's party, on the other 
hand, say that, finding the prospectors' side lines too long, they have a perfect right to take up the spare ground between where the pegs ought 
to be and No. 1. The law will have to settle the question -Gippsland Times 
 
1864, November 24 Active preparations are being made for the speedy erection of the crushing machinery in connection with the Union Reef.  
Ovens & Murray Advertiser 
 
1864, December 15 

 Ovens & Murray Advertiser

 
 
1864, December 23 The prospectors of the Union have now undoubtedly got the main reef, with gold well distributed throughout the stone -
Gippsland Times 
 
1865, January 18 The Union machinery in now on the ground, and a large quantity of the Pioneer plant, passed through Mount Pleasant on 
Monday. -Gippsland Times 
 
1865, January 21 The Prospecting claim Union has received the whole of its machinery, and will no doubt be the first to commence crushing 
regret this, not from any personal feeling to any of the shareholders, but for the fact that the stone raised by the prospectors, though payable, is 
not considered equal to either the Jeff Davis, Pioneer, Britannia, Victoria or other reefs here; consequently should the first returns of crushing be 
reported from the Union, it may probably have a disheartening effect on some of the metropolitan speculators. -Gippsland Times 
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1865, January 25 
Mount Pleasant, 12th January. WARDEN'S COURT.   (Before Mr. Warden Howitt.) BENJAMIN CROFT AND RICHARD IVESON V. WALLACE AND 
CO., UNION REEF. Application to be put in possession of spare ground. It appeared from the evidence that on the 28th of October last, Croft and 
his partner attended on the ground while the mining surveyor was laying off the, Union Prospecting Claim, and finding that there were about 
seventy yards too much ground in the length of the claim, pegged out the spare ground between the prospecting claim and No. 1 North-west. 
The applicants worked on the ground until the 9th of November, when they received a written notice to desist. ,The defence was, that the 
shareholders of the prospecting claim and No. 1 North-west had amalgamated, and produced the registration of amalgamation ; that four men 
were kept constantly employed on the ground, and that the two claims were surveyed in one block, and that consequently spare ground 
could be taken only from the outside of number one. The Warden refused the application. -Gippsland Times 

 
1865, January 28  

THE CROOKED RIVER DIGGINGS. 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE AGE. 
Sir, — I have been three months prospecting about the ranges at the Crooked River, .and I am very much taken up with that district for reefs — 
you find them cropping out of the surface. If one-third of them crush well, which I am sure they will, it will be second to no field in Victoria. I 
visited most of the reefs and prospecting claims, such as the Britannia, Jolly Sailors', and Good Hope, who have raised very good stone, and tho 
Collingwood have struck a new reef on their ground, and are now getting rich stone; the Uncle Tom, Little Dorritt, Columbia, Victoria, and others 
I could mention, are looking very well. Sir, there is only one drawback, remainder of letter refers to lack of alluvial workings,  
 AN OLD REEFER. 24th January, 1865. -Age 
 
1865, February 4 The Union is turning out some very fine stone and the machinery for this claim is in a forward state. It is supposed the Union 
will be the first to crush, although the Jeff Davis, Pioneer, Jolly Sailors', and Victoria people are working with a will to get the stampers to work. 
There is one thing to be guarded against in this district, and, whilst on the subject of machinery, I may as well mention it. It is this: not to erect 
too many machines. There are many reefs that will pay remarkably well if the stone is sent out to crush ; but if a machine is erected, what from 
want of a proper site, water, and many other little things, the mine will become involved in difficulties, and the whole of the profits absorbed by 
the machine. . On the other hand, it is to be hoped that those who do erect machinery will be satisfied with such a remuneration for crushing as 
will induce the smaller claimholders to send their stone to be crushed in preference to erecting a machine of their own. I throw this out as a hint 
to the residents in Melbourne who may be interested in quartz, reefs in this district ; if acted upon, I have no doubt that many reefs will be 
worked profitably which otherwise would soon be abandoned as unremunerative. The meeting which was to have been held to oppose the issue 
of leases was a complete failure, in fact, it was never held. Applications were made to men of all views to occupy the chair, but, as no one could 
be obtained to fill that post, the thing died a natural death. Tho minors are alive to the advantages of the system of leasing, and, now they know 
tho meaning and working of the law are in favour of it.  
Skye, Mount Pleasant, 18th January, 1865. -Age 
 
1865, February 25 The Crooked River shares are still quiet ; and the result of the Union's crushing has not yet come to hand. -The General 
Grant and General Lee are looking well; some inquiries for Jeff. Davis, also Uncle Tom and New American. -Age 
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Just when we thought we 
were the first visitors for a 
long time, this very fresh 
footprint and freshly painted 
index marks reminded us 
that mining interests were 
still visiting



 
1865, March 18 Another machine has, however, fairly got to work on the Union Reef, and the yield from the first rather large parcel of stone 
put through It promised to be about two ounces and a half to the ton. This was never looked upon at one of the richest reefs, and the credit of 
the district will mainly net on the Pioneer and Jeff. Davis, the machinery on which last reef will be shortly ready to commence operations, -
Australasian  
 
1865, April 28 The Union Company has crushed 101 ounces of gold out of 60 tons of stone.  Ovens & Murray Advertiser 
 
1865, May 10 I regret that up to the present time I am unable to furnish you with any reliable statement as to the yield of gold from the 
Union reef. Probably, however, there is a reason for this continued secrecy as to the result of their operations with which the public have nothing 
to do. -Gippsland Times 
 
1865, May 11 Nothing reliable has as yet been ascertained by outsiders as to the yield from the Union Reef, and in consequence all kinds 
of rumours are in circulation as to the yield.-,  Ovens & Murray Advertiser 
 
1865, September 5 Tho Union Company's machine has been at work since Monday, crushing stone from their upper level, a parcel of about 100 
tons ; they will clear up on Saturday with a pretty good result. -Age 
 
1865, September 8 (extract from letter from Edwin L. Kitchingham, Grant, Mount Pleasant) 
 The Union claim, with a new reef struck lately, is looking well; their machinery has been at a standstill for some time. -Argus 
 
1865, September 12 Tho Union machine will finish crushing a parcel of 80 tons of stone from their claim this week, which they expect will 
average 2 oz per ton. -Age 

 
1865, September 19 The Union Company finished crushing a parcel of 80 tons of stone, which yielded 199 oz 8 dwt, about 2 h oz to the ton. This 
fully equals the expectations of the shareholders. The company's tunnel, in the lowest level, is now completed, and their shaft down to this level, 
so that a greater number of men can be employed for the future ; and they expect to be able to keep their machinery constantly at work. There 
are two reefs in this claim, and the stone looking well. This company have bright prospects before them; and their operations will do much to 
restore confidence in the reefs of our district. -Age 
 
1865, September 20 The Union Reef had another crushing at the Mornington Mill; the result was, out of 90 tons of quartz, 200 ounces of 
retorted gold was procured. The gold appears to be of a very fine quality, and is now on view at the Bank of Victoria, Grant. The Union Reef will 
from this cut be able to keep a machine permanently going. The reason why so very small quantity of stone was crushed this time was that the 
hands on the claim were employed putting in  a tunnel, but now this is accomplished, and they are broken through a good body of stone, there 
is no doubt but the weekly return from the claim will be something handsome.-Gippsland Times 
 
1865, October 3 The Union Company are now getting out very good stone from their lower level. They expect the next crushing will go over 
3 oz per ton. -Age 
 
1865, October 5 The Union Company (who, by-the-bye, are old Ovens miners) have just finished crushing 90 tons, which yielded 200 ounces. 
Not so bad, considering the reef is between two and three feet wide, and, as the works are extended into the hill, the quality of the 
stone improves considerably, and there is no doubt the shareholders in this claim are very justly deserving of their golden  claim for the 
persevering manner they have prospected it during the last 12 months ; and if a great many of the  reefs had been as perseveringly prospected 
as the Union, this district would  have been in a very different position at  the present.  Ovens & Murray Advertiser 
 
1865, October 10 The Union Company commenced crushing again to-day; they have a parcel of stone of some 100 tons out, and from its 
appearance it may run 3 oz to the ton. This bids fair to be one of our best claims, and' is now in good working order, stone being taken from 
both levels-Age 
 
1865, October 11 Scrip in the Union Company have changed hands at £5 each, this being considered by many rather below their real value, as 
the claim is rapidly improving as it is opened out -Gippsland Times 
 
1865, October 14 The Union Company commenced crushing again today; they have a parcel of stone of some 160 tons out; and from its 
appearance it may run 3 oz to the ton. This bids fair to be one of our best claims and is now in good working order, stone being taken from both 
levels. -Gippsland Times 
 
1865, October 17 The Union Quartz Mining Company's machine is steadily at work. 100 scrip in this company was sold last week at £5. This 
is one of the best purchases that have been made in this district for many months, as the lucky buyer is likely to get a dividend next week of 20 
per cent, on his purchase. The company's mine is opening up well, the stone improving as they go in. This is, perhaps, the most economically 
worked claim in the district; there has been no waste of money in the erection of its plant, which is working well. This company's scrip will soon 
be at a high figure. £6 is now asked. -Age 
 
1865, October 24 The Union Company will wash up this week, and expect over 200 oz for tho fortnight, running their machine in the daytime 
only. They will now be able to keep their mill going for some time, as their claim is in good working order and stone coming out fast enough to 
run twelve hours a day. -Age 
 
1865, November 1 The Union Co have had another crushing, which has averaged over two ounces to the ton. -Gippsland Times 
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1865, November 16 The Union Company do not clear up until next Saturday. Some- very good stone will be put through the machine next week. 
That crushed last week was from the large reef, which was poor, but it being in the way, it had to be crushed. The mine still continues to look 
well, and the machine is kept steadily at work twelve hours a day. I have heard that a sale of 40 scrip by this company was effected this last week 
at £6; the figure now asked by intending sellers. 
-Age 
 
1865, November 23 The Union Company have not cleaned up yet, as a lot of stone from the Big  Reef was put through, to got it out of the way, 
and a slight alteration to the company’s tables lost them some time last week; therefore, no large yield is looked for this next week, but some 
very fine stone is now coming from the reef 

 
1865, December 12 The Union Company, from their last crushing, obtained a little over 2oz to the ton, which, considering the width of the reef, 
must pay handsomely. Mr D. Sullivan, one of the original prospectors of the Union, sold his interest .last week, and I believe I am correct 
in stating that the price obtained was £6 per scrip; and I scarcely believe tho remaining shareholders would be tempted to sell even at that price.  
Ovens & Murray Advertiser 
 
1866, April 12 The Union Company will shortly commence crushing from their own lode, when they will have a considerable quantity ready 
to put through the mill. The manager (Mr Wallace) informs me that he will have about 100 tons to start on, so that I think a good account may 
be reasonably looked from this company’s claim, as soon as they start to crush. -Gippsland Times   
 
1866, April 17 The Union Company have not yet commenced crushing. The manager, Mr Wallace, informs me that they have discovered a 
new reef in the eastern end of the claim, but cannot at present tell what it may be like until it is opened out; they are, however, getting some first 
rate stone from the old reef, and from all appearances, I should think their next crushing should shape well. -Gippsland Times 
 
1866, April 23 The Union Company have just finished crushing 28 tons from the portion of their claim that is let on tribute, the yield being 
15 oz 8 dwt. The reef in this portion of the claim is very wide (nearly three feet), and only carrying gold on one side, that being also very patchy. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1866, May 1 The Union Company have started crushing on their own account, but will not wash up until next week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1866, May 10 The Union Company have crushed over 100 tons but have not finished washing up, but will, I believe, finish today -
Gippsland Times 
 
1866, May 15 The Union Company have finished crushing, but will not be cleaned up before the beginning of the week, as the mill was 
kept busy longer than was anticipated. This company’s claim is at present looking much better, first rate specimens being found as the works are 
extended. -Gippsland Times 
 
1866, May 31 I have credibly informed that all men working in the Union Company’s claim are to be knocked-off tonight until the arrival 
of Mr Gitchell from Morse’s Creek. Mr James Travis has been appointed legal manager of this company, vice Thomas Hunter, resigned. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1866, July  (report dated 23rd June) On the Union spur work is slack, the Union itself being in one of its quiet fits, the only work just now 
being the….-Gippsland Chronicle, Crooked River & Stringer's Creek Advertiser  
 
1866, August 8 The Union Company, in continuing the eastern drive in the low level, have found the reef to be again richly auriferous, but 
narrow. This has given them encouragement to proceed in the same direction, and they are very sanguine that the aspect of affairs in the mine 
will shortly brighten.-Gippsland Chronicle, Crooked River & Stringer's Creek Advertiser  
 
1868, February 13 The Union Company’s old claim which at one time employed a considerable number of hands, and which has been deserted 
for a length of time, has been taken up again and good gold has been struck on the east side of the claim. The prospectors have struck the reef 
in new ground on the surface. The vein is over a foot in width and shows good gold. -Gippsland Times 
 
1869, September 7 The Union Prospecting claim has been taken up again and are prospecting for a fresh vein, with a very good prospect of 
success -Gippsland Times  
 
1870, May 3 The Union Prospecting claim has been taken up again, the present prospectors having obtained good stone below, where 
the reef broke off with the old company. -Gippsland Times 
 
1876, August 1   Sinking of the shaft is being continued, and it is now down nearly 50 feet, the vein being somewhat smaller, and the quality not 
quite as good as near the surface. -Gippsland Mercury 

 
SONS OF FREEDOM 
 
1875, September 28 Sons of Freedom- This claim, having within its boundaries four distinct and well-developed lines of auriferous quartz, three 
of them rich, ought to be the making and keeping of Grant., and would no doubt have been so had it been in the hands of capable parties, but 
as it is now under a new regime, we may look forward to its being made the most of, as for some months past the work has been carried on 

Original research by  Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



briskly. They have now a tramway over 400 feet in length along the line of the Little Dorrit reef, some four or five feet more will bring them to 
the junction of the Italian with the Little Dorrit, both reefs of much fame in the palmy days of Crooked River. The present proprietors 
contemplate extending the present tunnel some 90 or 100 feet further, where a good-sized payable reef exists, but owing to foul air and the 
depth of the shaft from the surface, it cannot be worked to advantage from the shaft. A rise-up or winze has been made from the tunnel to the 
surface at a distance of ...-Gippsland Mercury 
 
1876, July 15 (dated July 11) This company is still raising excellent stone from the Union mine. Their contract for putting in the Little Dorrit tunnel 
another 200 ft has been let at 20s per foot. The contactors commenced operations yesterday, as after all, notwithstanding tenderers growling, 
the company did right in not accepting original tenders, for they have effected a clear saving of £30 upon the lowest tender offered. Men must 
blame themselves if such an unsatisfactory method of doing business. They are willing, apparently to take, by private contract, from 25 to 30 per 
cent less per foot than what they tender for. -Gippsland Mercury 
 
1876, August 1 The contractors in the Little Dorrit tunnel sunk 20 feet for the last fortnight. No improvement is reported in the quality of the 
stone. -Gippsland Mercury 
 
1876, August 19 The work is progressing satisfactory at this company’s works; driving the Dorrit tunnel and sinking the Union shaft. I have 
just heard that an eighth share has been parted with at a very satisfactory figure.  -Gippsland Mercury 
 
1876, August 31 For the fortnight ending Saturday, contractors drove the Dorrit tunnel 22 ½ ft Quartz about the same quality. -Gippsland 
Mercury 
 
1876, September 2 indecipherable-Gippsland Mercury 
 
1876, September 19 During the past fortnight contractors in the Dorrit tunnel made very fair progress 26 ft 6 in.No  great improvement in the 
stone. In the union they are getting excellent stone, surpassing anything that has been seen here this long while past, and, if the stone only 
continues as good and there is no reason that it should not, we will all be troubled with our old complaint- gold fever.  -Gippsland Mercury 
 
1876, September 23 The contractors drove nineteen feet for the past fortnight in the Dorrit tunnel, the country being somewhat harder. Good 
reports continue from the Union mine. -Gippsland Mercury 
 
1876, October 3 No improvement in stone from the Little Dorrit tunnel. From the Union mine they will continue to raise excellent stone. They 
are now very wisely making a connection of the upper and present workings of the tunnel.  -Gippsland Mercury 

 
1877, July 19 (July 17) The Sons of Freedom crushing machine is just about finished, and Mr. Caughey the contractor, purposes getting up 
steam to-morrow to try the engine, previous to commencing to crush the company’s quartz next week. It’s the intention of the proprietors to 
reduce the price of crushing, to induce parties to prospect the numerous reefs round the locality that have so long been abandoned, owing to 
the price before charged for crushing.-Gippsland Mercury 
 
1877, September 20 The manager of the Sons of Freedom reports- I have to report that we have been at work for some days past making a 
tramway down to the battery. We have erected a viaduct across the creek and laid down all the sleepers ready for the rails. The sawyers have 
commenced cutting rails and material for the hopper, so that in the course of five or six weeks, the beak will be erected and the hood finished 
ready to lower down quartz. We have about 200 tons (not at grass) at the surface ready to be sent to the mill. We have to employ bullock drays 
to … the beak and wire rope on the ground from the old Britannia in a few days. 
-Gippsland Mercury 
 
1878, January 15  In the Sons of Freedom the first half of the year was devoted to raising quartz, and they succeeded in placing about 150 
tons of stone at grass. Since then they have been busy erecting a new battery, which was duly christened at the beginning of August, but 
considerable delay has occurred in getting the tramway, break, &C., in working order, for they are not completed yet, but matters ought now to 
be soon brought to a crisis, for the tramway itself may be said to be laid down and parties are now engaged making trucks, break, and getting 
the wire rope conveyed to its destination. At the time the battery was christened a small quantity of surface stone was packed down and 
crushed, all the machinery working well. The stone is known to have yielded well, but the actual yield has been kept a profound secret, a not very 
wise proceeding where a mine is worked by the aid of foreign capital, for if the records of mining registrars and mining correspondents be 
referred to the not mentioned fact of no returns being obtainable will show in nearly every instance that it was the precursor of a collapse, not 
that it is desired to be inferred that there will necessarily follow its collapse in this instance, but it gives room for the public to infer that there is 
something requires to be hidden, and when  
 Secrecy goeth cowled, honesty demandeth wherefore? 
 and when a feeling of that kind obtains a hold on the public mind, the mine necessarily does not assume its proper value (unless these 
are not so rosy as painted), and is apt to act prejudicially to those parties who may have their money invested, but who may be desirous of 
transferring their interests, and is also likely to act prejudiciously to other interests in the immediate locality. However, the grand test is now 
imminent, and for the sake of the investors and the district generally, we trust that it will turn out satisfactorily to all concerned. 
 
 To commence this year with, we now have four parties working on quartz, viz: Good Hope, Republic, Champion, and Sons of Freedom, 
and as  they are all reputed to be on good gold, it is to be hoped that they will conduce in retrieving the fallen fortunes of other mining 
properties, and we will conclude this article on quartz by wishing them a prosperous new year.  -Gippsland Mercury 
 
 1878, February 12 Carting operations commenced last week from the Union mine (Sons of Freedom) to the hopper. -Gippsland 
Mercury 
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1879, April 18 ..the Sons of Freedom is to be formed into a registered company, 500 shares of £50 each, the main object being the putting 
in of the Vulcan tunnel. The putting in of this tunnel will be a step in the right direction, for although an expensive affair, it will set at rest for ever 
the question of the auriferous nature of the country pierced, and is an idea considerably in advance of pottering about the surface patches, of 
which sufficient was known without prospecting. -Gippsland Times 
 
1880, January 7  The Grant Sons of Freedom Co. is still in existence, but what work, if any, is contemplated, I am unaware of. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1880, April 16  I hear that the Sons of Freedom (Grant) is again in the market to be formed into a company, but with what prospect of 
success I have not beard. -Gippsland Times 
 
1880, November 26  

 -Gippsland Times 
 
1880, December  1  application has been made for a new lease by the Treasure Hill Company which, with the ground they already hold, will 
make up an extensive laim. Mr J. Leroyd is the local director, Mr James Gladstone the mining manager. A little preliminary work is being carried 
on, but the full number of hands will be employed on the granting of the lease applied for. Mr Gladstone has found something on the ground in 
the way of auriferous quartz likely to be advantageous to the new company. The company’s claim is within a quarter of a mile of Grant. -
Gippsland Times 
 

TREASURE HILL 
 
1881, January 19 Treasure Hill QMCo- The contractors in the lower level have scarcely got into good working order yet, having been engaged 
in building huts and other preliminary work. They drove three feet up to Saturday; the country hard, as was expected, with a good deal of water 
at bottom of face. The contractor speaks highly of the merits of dynamite as against gunpowder, valuing it at making a difference of 2s6d a foot 
less in favour of the former. The manager report that three feet were driven in the Union tunnel for the week with a single pick, with occasional 
help to remove mullock. He considers the work very good, in the face of 10s and 12s a foot being the lowest contract price. In the “new find” the 
men have sunk a shaft down 9 feet, but the quartz has not yet been knocked down. Some other good stone has been found in the immediate 
locality. -Gippsland Times 
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 -Gippsland Times 

 
1881, January 28 Treasure Hill, Grant 22nd- Contractors for Vulcan tunnel have driven 10ft; ground softer, quartz veins intervening. Shaft on 
new reef sunk 14ft. Reef at present 14in, good gold seen. No 2 Union tunnel driven 19ft for fortnight; country unsettled, but expect shortly to be 
on good gold. The trials show very good prospects. Stone is now being raised for crushing. -Argus 
 
1881, February 1 Treasure Hill- The Vulcan tunnel has been driven 10ft for the week; shaft on new reef is much the same as last report. The 
No 2 Union tunnel driven for the week 10ft; no improvement from last report. Section of No 2 tunnel stone looks very well; have had a drive put 
in along the line of reef 28ft, showing fair gold; intend next week to  take all the men and put them into this section to get out a crushing as 
soon as possible. -Argus 
 
1881, February 2 Treasure Hill Q. M. Co.-Excellent progress was made last week by the contractors to the Vulcan tunnel, 13 feet being driven 
for the week. The Gladstone shaft is down 23 feet. One vein has dipped off to the east, the other vein they are following down, it now being 10 
inches wide, but not much gold to be seen. No. 2 Union tunnel is driven 10 feet vein narrowed to two inches, a few colours only obtainable. In 
section No. 2 there is no change to report from the previous week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, February 7  Treasure Hill-29th- The Vulcan tunnel is advancing steadily; have driven 13ft for the week. Water coming in pretty 
freely; ground much softer, quartz veins still intervening. Shaft on new reef is down 23ft; size of reef 16in.  One reef has dipped away to east of 
shaft, the other we are following down; stone in this shaft very much mineralized; still very hard.  The No 2 Union tunnel has been driven for the 
week 10ft 6in, with breaks occasionally; reef run out to only 2in; tried with the dish, got a few specs; between walls the ground much more 
settled. Section of No 2 tunnel is much the same as last report. -Argus 
 
1881, February 9 Treasure Hill Q. M. Co.- The Vulcan level was driven 10ft for the week ending 5th. In No 2 Section Union tunnel some very 
good stone has been raised and all hands are concentrated this week on that portion of the mine with the view of getting out a crushing. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1881, February 21 Treasure Hill, Grant 16th- In breaking down the quartz in No 2 tunnel, ready for crushing, god was seen freely in the quartz. -
Argus 
 
1881, February 22 Treasure Hill-Vulcan tunnel driven 7ft for the week, total 40ft. Gold can be seen in section No 2 tunnel in stoping the reef. 
Winze at end of drive down 3ft. -Argus 
 
1881, February 23 The contractors in the Vulcan tunnel made but slow progress in the last week, four feet only having been driven. In the No 2 
section of No 2 Union tunnel 398 superficial feet of quartz was stoped out for the week, the vein averaging 11 inches in thickness. The winze is 
now down 17ft. There are now about 25 tons quartz at grass, ready for conveyance to the battery. 
 

1881, January 26 
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 -Gippsland Times
 

 

1881, March 2 

 
 

 -Gippsland Times
 

 

1881, March 7 
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 -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, March 9 Treasure Hill Q. It. Co.-Six feet were driven in the Vulcan tunnel for the week ended Saturday by the contractors. Some 
disorganization has lately occurred among the contractors, but a fresh party has been made up who start work to-morrow. In the No. 2 Union 
tunnel 256 superficial feet have been stoped out, the vein continuing about the same in size and quality. There are nearly 40 tons of stone at 
grass. The winze is now down 31 feet, and a distance of 17 feet driven along the line of reef. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, March 16 ..there is a great difficulty in obtaining drays for carting quartz to the hopper. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, March 23 Quartz is being raised from No 4 level. Mr. William Lee, on behalf of the directors of the company, was here last week to 
take an inventory of the plant and all properties, also to inspect the country and workings belonging to the company, on all of which he is to 
report in full to the principals. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, April 6 In the Vulcan tunnel the contractors have reached better country; 13 feet were driven for the past fortnight. -Gippsland 
Times 

 
1881, April 8 Vulcan tunnel driven for week 6 feet, making a total of 66 feet since starting. No 2 tunnel winze driven for the week 11 feet. 
Reef very small. Stoping done for week, 30 feet by 6 feet. Cap pieces and slabs have been received on the ground for carrying on with the 
tunnel. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, April 11 Treasure Hill, Grant, April 2 Vulcan tunnel driven for week 7ft; country much the same as last report. No 2 tunnel driven 
for the week 7ft, stoping down for the week 18ft by 3ft Have hopes of getting Union reef on old course. In consequence of the wet weather, the 
carter was not able to start last week. -Argus 
 
1881, April 13 The contractors in the Vulcan tunnel drove 13 feet last week, the country having become much easier. Men are still raising 
quartz from the No 2 section of the Union tunnel. The manager reports great difficulty in obtaining horses and drays for carting quartz to the 
battery -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, April 15 Vulcan tunnel driven for week 13 ft. No 2 tunnel driven for week 10ft. Drive at bottom winze driven 13ft. Stoping for week 
40ft by 12ft -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, April 27 Treasure Hill- carting to the company’s hopper was commenced on Thursday, 13 tons having been delivered up to Saturday. 
It is expected that about 100 tons will be delivered. An engineer has been sent up to attend the crushing. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, May 5 Treasure Hill The Vulcan tunnel driven 12ft; country getting softer, blue slate. No 2 tunnel drive at bottom of winze driven 
4ft Stoping done 20ft by 20ft; quartz carted 27 tons; still raising quartz from winze in No 2 tunnel; will be in full swing crushing this next week. -
Argus 
 
1881, May 18 Treasure Hill Q. M. Co.-Crushiligthe Union stone wits concluded at the latter end of the week; the result is not 
publicly known. Five crushings of 10 tons each from other parts of the lease are being carted to the hopper for a trial crushing. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, May 20 Treasure Hill May 14- Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 11ft; sawyers started on the 12 th last; will get partition into hopper at 
battery to enable us to make one cleaning up do two prospecting ? Quartz carted, 21 tons for the week, 9 tons from Union and 12 tons from 
Dorrit shaft Intend to try different lots from all parts of the mine. -Argus 
1881, May 30 May 21- Vulcan tunnel driven for week 11ft. No 2 tunnel driven 4ft. Quartz veins intervening; country getting harder; rise put 
up from roof of tunnel 3ft to meet old workings of old Union company Quartz carted 18 tons; in all, 103 tons. Twenty tons from Dorritt shafts 
put through battery this week, very poor. -Argus 
 
1881, May 30 Treasure Hill Co- Manager reports, May 21- Vulcan tunnel driven for week 11ft. No 2 tunnel driven 4ft, quartz veins 
intervening, country getting harder, rise put up from reef of tunnel 3ft, to meet the old workings of old Union Co Quartz carted 18 tons, in all 
103 tons. 20 tons from Dorritt shafts put through the battery this week; very poor. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, June 6 Treasure Hill, Grant 28th- Vulcan tunnel driven for week 9ft; No 2 tunnel driven for week 9ft; rise put up 5ft. Ten tons from 
Dorritt tunnel put through the battery, result being small; 400ft of prop timber got. -Argus 
 
1881, June 8 Treasure Hill Co.-The contractors in the Vulcan tunnel made fair progress last week, 13 feet having been driven. Mr. Watson, 
the engineer, has quitted the works, and leaves Grant this week. -Gippsland Times 
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1881, June 14 Treasure Hill, June 4- Vulcan tunnel driven for week 11ft; country the same blue slate. Dorritt shaft 131ft deep; drive at 
bottom, SE end 33ft; W end 10ft driven About 4 tons raised this week. Can see a little gold. Taking 5 tons from each side of shaft at bottom. 
Partition put into receiving hopper at battery. -Argus 
 
1881, June 20 Treasure Hill, June 11- Vulcan tunnel driven 6ft; country blue slate. Dorritt shaft, 13 tons ready for cart. A little gold can be 
seen at the face, but none in the SE. The NE d rive is tending towards the Gladstone reef, which has already been sunk 25ft; would advise sinking 
a few feet further on this reef, open out and drive upon it, as good specimens were found on the surface, and at the depth of 15ft. -Argus 
 
1881, June 27 Treasure Hill Co.-Dorritt Shaft- Stone raised in all; 12 tons from NE end, and 6 tons from SE end. I intend to continue the NE 
end to see if I can get on to another shoot of gold. Seventy sleepers got for Vulcan tunnel. Vulcan tunnel driven 11 feet. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, June 29 Treasure Hill Co.- The manager reports the Vulcan tunnel driven five feet for the week ending Saturday last, three shifts 
having been lost during the week. 
 In the Little Dorritt shaft they have driven along the line of reef 10 feet, and “struck the reef with good gold”; width of reef 18 ins. 
Sampled stone to be seen at the Company’s office, 41 Queen St Melbourne. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, July 6 Treasure Hill Q.M. , Vulcan tunnel driven this week five foot." It is strange there is not more progress made, as the country is 
the same as when they drove 11 And-12 feet a week. " Dorrit shaft driven for the week seven feet, stone looking well -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, July 7 Treasure Hill, Grant July 2-Vulcan tunnel driven 6ft, total 186ft Level in Dorrit shaft, NW end, driven 7ft; reef little smaller, 
gold still continuing; would advise Dorrit tunnel be driven into shaft, as the present way of raising the stone is rather expensive. Stone raised this 
week 3 ½ tons. -Argus 
 
1881, July 8 Treasure Hill Co.- manager reports- July 2- Vulcan tunnel driven 6ft, total 186. Level in Dorritt shaft NW end driven 7 feet; 
reef little smaller; gold still continuing. Would advise Dorritt tunnel be driven to shaft, as the present way of raising stone is rather expensive. 
Stone raised this week 3 ½ tons. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, July 13 Treasure Hill Co.- Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 8 feet. Total distance driven by contractors 194ft.; country, brown slate. 
Although the contract, they do not seem to get on any faster Dorritt shaft- Been raising stone from NW end. The Board has come to the 
conclusion to put in the Dorritt tunnel, to save the expensive way of working. In respect of this company’s works, I might mention that another 
six feet will complete the contractors’ contract in the Vulcan tunnel, and that fresh tenders  are called for to continue the tunnel another 200 feet, 
which ought to bring them close on the Vulcan reef. Also tenders are called for driving the Union tunnel 80 or 100 feet. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, July 14 Treasure Hill, Grant 9th- Vulcan tunnel driven 8ft for week, ground much softer. M shaft driven 7ft on line of reef, which is 
making larger at NW end. Six tons quartz at grass since getting gold. Expected to commence carting to battery in 10 or 12 days. -Argus 
 
1881, July 15 Treasure Hill Co.- Manager reports 9th- Vulcan tunnel driven 8 feet for the week, ground much softer. Dorrit shaft driven 7 
feet on line of reef, which is making larger at NW end. Six tons of quartz at grass since getting on gold; expect to commence carting to battery in 
10 or 12 days. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, July 20 Treasure Hill Co.- Manager reports 16 th- Vulcan tunnel driven 5 feet, This finalizes the contract of 200 feet. A few repairs to 
be done to roadway to level &c. Dorrit tunnel driven 4 feet. 158ft roadway laid down up to face. Am of opinion that tunnel is below level of 
Dorrit shaft. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, July 29 

 -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, August 3 Treasure Hill Co.- manager reports 30th- Dorritt tunnel- country verh hard. Distance driven, 6 feet. -Gippsland Times 

 
1881, August 17 Treasure Hill Q.M. Co -The manager reports:. Dorrit tunnel driven for the week 4 feet. ‘Country’ much the same. Vulcan 
tunnel 6 feet driven for the week. Legge and party have made a fair start for the second two hundred foot. ! -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, August 23 Treasure Hill-Dorrit tunnel driven 4ft for the week. Think we are under the present shaft workings, will measure on Monday. 
Vulcan tunnel driven 6ft for the week. Waiting for a carter to take the Dorit shaft quartz to the hopper. -Argus 
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1881, September 2 Treasure Hill, Grant, August 27 -Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 7ft, country harder Dorritt tunnel driven for the week 6ft, 
nearly through-Argus 
 
1881, August 24 Treasure Hill Co.- manager report 20th- Dorrit tunnel driven for this week 6ft. On measuring, found we had a few feet further 
to go; will be through with Dorrit shaft next week. Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 5 ft. Country harder. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, August 31 Treasure Hill Co.- manager report 27th- Vulcan tunnel driven 7ft. Country rather harder. Dorrit tunnel driven 5ft. -Gippsland 
Times 
 
1881, September 7 Treasure Hill Q: M. Co.-Manager reports:-Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 5 foot. Country very changeable; hard bars 
intervening.  Dorrit tunnel driven for the week 5 ft; rise 3 ft. to connect shafts with tunnel. The contractors in the Vulcan tunnel seem to have a 
tough job for their money. Some of the men tell me that should the country not become easier this week they will be compelled to “jack up" the 
contract. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, September 14 Treasure Hill Co.- Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 5ft. Country very hard, blue granite mixed with quartz veins. Dorrit 
tunnel driven for the week 3ft; rise 4ft to get into the drive at south-east end of Dorrit workings. Level of tunnel 15 feet below any workings in 
shaft. Expect to get on the shoot of gold every day. Stone was said to be in bottom of Dorrit shaft. Depth of Dorrit shaft, with underlay, 130 feet. 
Total length of tunnel 600 feet. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, September 15 Treasure Hill, Grant 10th- Vulcan tunnel driven for week 5ft. Country very hard blue granite, intermixed with quartz veins. 
Dorritt tunnel driven 3ft, rise 4ft to get into drive to the SE end of Dorritt shaft. Level of tunnel 15ft below any workings in the shaft. Expect soon 
to come on the shoot of gold that is said to have been in the Dorritt shaft. Stone at present tin tunnel is very much mineralised. Size of reef from 
6in to 1ft. -Argus 
 
1881, September 21 Treasure Hill Co.- manager report 17th- Dorrit tunnel driven for week 5ft. No stone taken out pending making a paddock for 
reception of quartz at mouth of tunnel. The contractors in Vulcan tunnel will resume work on Monday 19 th, the Board being kind enough to give 
them the terms asked for. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, September 23 T̀reasure Hill, September 17-Dorritt tunnel driven for the week 5ft; height of tunnel from floor to reef 11ft, to make a good 
pass for six.. Country very hard. Taken no stone down this week, on account of making a paddock for reception of quartz at mouth of tunnel. 
Contractors for Vulcan tunnel will resume work on Monday, 19 th inst. -Argus 
 
1881, October 3 Treasure Hill, Grant-Dorrit tunnel driven for the week 4ft, country very hard blue granite. Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 
4ft, country much the same. Contractors doing their uttermost to get through the bar. 
 
1881, October 19 Treasure Hill Co. - Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 6 feet, country getting easier. Dorrit tunnel driven for the week 7 feet. 
Broke down reef; do not consider the stone good enough to save, as the reef is very much mixed up with mullock. We have another 7 feet to go, 
then we will be under the shaft -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, October 26 Treasure Hill Co.- Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 7 feet. Dorrit tunnel driven for the week 8 feet. On the 22nd, measured 
and found we are perpendicular under the Dorrit shaft. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, October 26 Treasure Hill, Grant, October 16.-Vulcan tunnel driven for week, 6ft ; country getting easier. Dorritt tunnel driven for week 
7ft. Ground is very hard; reef is very unsettled. In another 7ft, we will be under the shaft. -Argus 
 
1881, October 28 Treasure Hill; Grant, October. -22.-Vulcan tunnel driven 7ft for week, country easier. Dorritt tunnel driven for week 8ft, now 
under the Dorritt shaft, where, good gold was left by former proprietors owing to foul air. A prospect has been tried, showing good gold. All 
stuff taken from this face Is now being saved. A valuable, seam of cobalt 2in. thick has lately been found running parallel with the Dorritt Reef ; 
prospect much improving. -Argus 

 
1881, October 28 October 25. It is gratifying to be enabled to report that the Treasure Hill Q. M. Co. have at last some prospect of raising 
golden stone, as yesterday some excellent stone was knocked out of the face of the tunnel. The gold is of a coarse character, and in the 
specimen exhibited there appears to be plenty of it. This gold is from immediately under the perpendicular of the Dorrit shaft, and has 
excellent prospects were obtained from a drive 40 feet north from bottom of shaft, it may reasonably be expected that the company is now on 
the shoots of gold so long looked for. Apiece of quartz, which showed no gold, crushed and panned prospected very well, It was very fortunate 
that work was not carried on from the shaft, as the late rains have so loosened the top workings that they are caving in considerably, a lot of 
loose rock coming down the shaft occasionally in a very erratic manner -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, November 2 Treasure Hill Co.- Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 5ft. No change in the country as yet. Dorrit tunnel driven for the week 
4ft.; country very hard and wet; only two men in face of tunnel this week, having to finish paddock and a little blacksmithing work to do. 
Prospects from reef favourable. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, November 4 Treasure Hill-Vulcan tunnel driven for week 5ft, no change in country as yet Dorrit tunnel driven for the week 4ft; only two 
men have been driving this week 
 
1881, November 23 Treasure Hill, Grant-Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 6ft; country getting easier. Dorrit tunnel, nothing done for the week, 
on account of the dynamite not having arrived. 
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1881, December 16 Treasure Hill-Vulcan tunnel driven 2ft for week; country, blue slate. Dorrit tunnel driven 7ft, rise 4ft; taken out 6 tons, making 
about 30 tons of quartz at mouth of tunnel ready for carriage; gold visible in the stone. Reef now 2ft wide, and when the rise is put up calculate 
on having about 70ft of backs; this tunnel can be continued about 300ft from present face to where the reef was found on the surface, all new 
ground. -Argus 
 
1881, December 21 Treasure Hill Co.- Mining manager reports 17 th- Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 6ft; country continues the same, blue 
slate. Dorrit tunnel driven for the week 7ft; rise 8ft. Gold to be seen in the stone. Gold still continues in the face of the tunnel. -Gippsland Times 
 
1881, December 22 Treasure Hill, Grant, Dec17 –Vulcan tunnel driven 6ft for week , country harder Dorritt tunnel driven 7ft gold  still continues 
in the  face and also in tho rise which is now up 8ft, raised five tons quartz, making 40 tons ready to cart, intend stoping next week-Argus 
 
1881, December 31 Treasure Hill, Grant December 24- Vulcan tunnel driven 6ft for week, country easier Dorrit tunnel driven 10ft; stoped 12ft by 
6ft quartz in tunnel not broken down; 6 tons raised from stope; gold to be seen freely Expect to commence carting stone to the battery on the 
29th. -Argus 
 
1882, January 6 Treasure Hill Q. M. Co: Considerable activity has been shown by this company during the past year, they having raised 103 
tons from the Union mine which yielded only 10oz 5dwt 12gr gold being a great falling off from expectations. They have since been driving 
along the Dorrit line of reef, and are now getting out stone presumably in the shoot of gold looked for. They are paddocking the stone and as 
soon as drays can be obtained it will be carted to the battery for crushing; we shall then learn whether the stone is as good below as it was 
above. In addition to this they are having a tunnel driven to reach the Vulcan line of reef, on which I place more importance than all the other 
work for it ought to command all the reefs in the hill at a considerable depth, and if there is any gold in the hill at all at a depth, this tunnel will 
go to prove it. A small outlay in prospecting the Italian line of reef is certainly advisable with their present facilities.-Gippsland Times 
 
1882, January 9 Treasure Hill- Vulcan tunnel driven 9ft; country harder. Dorritt tunnel driven 4ft. Stoping 7ftx5ft. Only two men working here 
this week. Have crushed about 30 tons and have about 50 tons more ready, when will clean up. Plates are looking very well. -Argus 
 
1882, January 11 Treasure Hill Co. 7th- Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 6ft. Dorrit tunnel driven for the week 7ft. Bullock dray started carting 
quartz on 5th. Hope to have the battery started next week. -Gippsland Times  
 
1882, January 13 Treasure Hill-Vulcan tunnel driven 6ft for the week, Dorrit tunnel 7ft, stoping 12ft, gold seen in stone, seven tons raised, nine 
and a half tons quartz carted abandoned in hopper at top of tramway. Will start crushing as soon as possible. -Argus 
 
1882, January 18 Treasure Hill Co.- Manager reports- 16 th- Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 9ft, country easier. Dorrit tunnel driven for the 
week 4ft; stoped 7ft and 5ft Only two men in the mine during the week on account of ahving to start crushing and carting quartz to the battery. 
Gold to be seen in the stone, three tons raised for the week. Started crushing on the 10 th. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, January  19 Treasure Hill, Grant, January 14 -Vulcan tunnel driven 4ft, Dorrit tunnel driven 4ft Stoping 7ft x 5ft Only two men working here 
this week Have crushed 30 tons, and have about 30 tons more ready, when we will clean up Plates are looking very well-Argus 
 
1882, January 25 Treasure Hill Co. - Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 10ft; gone through a lava vein. Specimens to be seen at company’s 
office. Dorrit tunnel driven 7ft; stoped 3ft by 5ft. Not cleaned up yet. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, February 1 Treasure Hill Co.- No report in consequence of absence of mining manager in Melbourne. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, February 8 Treasure Hill Co.- Vulcan tunnel driven 7ft; country rather harder. A change set in for the better last week. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, February 15 Treasure Hill Co.- Mining manager report 11th- Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 9ft, total, in present contract, 155ft  All 
other work on the company’s property is at present suspended pending the reaching of the reef in the Vulcan tunnel, which reef is expected to 
be met with in about 60 feet from the present face. The directors are not altogether satisfied with having so much to pay for cartage of stone 
from the upper workings to the battery, and as it will be necessary in order to raise more stone from the Dorrit mine to sink on the shoot of 
gold, I presume matters here will be left in abeyance until a junction is effected with the Vulcan tunnel. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, February 22 Treasure Hill Co.- Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 7ft. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, February 25 Contractors for Vulcan tunnel have driven 7ft. Country same as last report. -Argus 

 
1882, March 1 Treasure Hill Q. M. Co.-The mining manager reports: Vulcan Tunnel driven for the week 9 feet; country a little easier. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1882, March 3 Vulcan tunnel driven 9ft for week; country softer. -Argus 
 
1882, March 8 Treasure Hill Co. - Vulcan tunnel driven for the week 5ft -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, March 15 Treasure Hill Q. M. Co.--Mining manager reports for the week ending Saturday:-" Vulcan tunnel driven 7 feet." In connection 
with this company's mines I learn that they are for the future to be worked on tribute, Mr. W. Middleton having arrived here last week with 
that object in view. -Gippsland Times 
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1882, March 17 Vulcan tunnel driven 7ft for week; 17ft more to drive to complete the present contract. Directors have made a change in the 
mining management, and Sandhurst miners have been sent up to work Dorrit tunnel. -Argus 
 
1882, March 22 Treasure Hill Co.- Mr W. Middleton has assumed the management of the company’s mine, and intends introducing a new 
order of things. The mines are to be let on tribute, and the Company will crush all stone at 7s per ton, for the public as well as tributors. This 
ought to be a great incentive to our local quartz miners, for since Grant was Grant, such a cheap rate of crushing was never before to be 
obtained. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, March 31 Treasure Hill Quartz Mining Company, Grant A call (the 11th) of one penny a share has been made on the capital of the 
above, payable to the manager, at the Co’s offices, 41 Queen St Melbourne on or before Wednesday, 12 th April;. Charles J. Lewis, manager -
Argus 
 
1882, April 1 Treasure Hill March 25th- The new manager reports that contractors have driven 6ft for the fortnight. Ground very hard. They 
have 11ft more to drive to complete contract. Expect to cut Vulcan reef very shortly. A winze has been sunk 5 ½ ft for week in Dorrit tunnel, 
ground very tight, stone showing a decided improvement, but no gold seen in it as yet. -Argus 
 
1882, April 5 Treasure Hill Co.- 25th- The new manager reports the contractors have driven 6ft for the fortnight, ground very hard, they 
have 11ft more to drive to complete contract. Expect to cut Vulcan reef very shortly. A winze has been sunk 5 ½ ft for the week in Dorrit tunnel, 
ground very tight; stone above a decided improvement; but no gold seen in it as yet. -Gippsland Times 
 
Treasure Hill C -3rd Winze in Dorrit sunk 5ft for the week, total 10 ½ ft. Contractors have extended Vulcan tunnel 9ft. They expect to finish their 
contract today. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, April 19 Treasure Hill Co.- I have no mining manager report, but I can state very good progress was made in the Vulcan tunnel last 
week, the country being much easier. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, April 21 Treasure Hill Grant, January 14 -Vulcan tunnel driven 6ft, country harder. Dorritt tunnel driven 4ft Stoping 7ft x 5ft Only two 
men working here this week Have crushed 30 tons, and have about 30 tons more ready, when we will clean up Plates are looking very well-Argus 
 
1882, April 26 Vulcan tunnel has been driven 16ft during the past fortnight. Heavy water in face. Expect to cut Vulcan reef this week. The 
Vulcan reef proved itself to be so exceedingly good in the upper workings that we are all on the qui vive to ascertain how it will turn out at this 
new level, as its success or otherwise will determine the fate of other reefs in the locality. 
-Gippsland Times 
 
1882, May 1 Treasure Hill Co., Grant.-The manager reports under date April 23rd, 1882 : -Vulcan tunnel driven 16 feet for fortnight by 
wages men. There is a hard bar of sandstone coming in from back of tunnel, with the same underlie as Vulcan reef; it will no doubt prove to be 
the footwall, which I hope to out this week. The heavy water in the face is no doubt from the reef. -Gippsland Times 

 
1882, May 3 

 -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, May 3 Treasure Hill Co.- Vulcan tunnel extended 12ft for the week. Water still very heavy. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, May 6 Treasure Hill Quartz Mining Company April 30- Vulcan tunnel driven 12ft for week; water very heavy. Have obtained a lot of 
quartz spurs, very fine looking stone in some of them. Hope to report main Vulcan reef cut very shortly. 
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Treasure Hill Quartz Mining Company April 22- Vulcan tunnel driven 16ft for fortnight by wages men; there is a hard bar of sandstone coming in 
from back of tunnel with same underlie as Vulcan reef; it will no doubt prove to be the footwall, which I hope to cut this week; the heavy water in 
the face is no doubt from the reef. -Argus 
 
1882, May 10 Treasure Hill Co. - it being no secret towards the latter end of last week that a good-sized reef had been struck in the Vulcan 
tunnel- presumably the Vulcan reef- and that gold was to be seen in it, and water in abundance; and in order that the men should be able to 
work in peace, and their supply of fresh air not interfered with by an influx of visitors, the fiat was issued “no visitors admitted”. That the reef has 
been struck, there appears to be no doubt, but why so much mystery is made over the affairs of a public company passeth my understanding.-
Gippsland Times 
 
1882, May 12 May 9. Treasure Hill Q.M. Co.--At a distance of 470 feet from the tunnel entrance, what is presumably the Vulcan reef, was 
met with in the roof of the tunnel on the 1st instant. The vein has an inclination of about 30deg. to the S., is about 22 inches thick at the roof, 
and tapers off to a feather edge on the bottom; running parallel with this vein are two strong leaders of bluish quartz, which may prove to be the 
true reef. The first mentioned vein is known as the red stone, and bears a strong resemblance to the Vulcan sur. face stone. Where the reef has 
been struck it is supposed to be a break in the reef, and it will require driving along before very good stones can be expected. I have been told 
of gold having been seen in the stone, but a piece tested in my presence this evening, gave no result. During the week the men have 'been 
making a paddock for the reception of the quartz. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, May 17 15th- Treasure Hill Co. – Mining manager reports fortnight ending 13th- Tunnel has been extended 9ft. Cuts a large body of 
stone in which we have driven 8ft. Water heavy. Hope soon to come on payable stone. I visited the mine last week to see the vein of quartz that 
has been struck. It is evidently a break in the reef and will require driving along it until it is more compact and they can expect payable stone. It 
should be driven both ways. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, May 24 Treasure Hill Co.- About 8ft driven for the week in hanging wall. The men are not much troubled with water now, as they are 
leaving it behind them. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, May 31 29th- Treasure Hill Co.- We have been extending Vulcan tunnel for the past fortnight, 20ft having been driven. -Gippsland 
Times 
 
1882, June 7 Treasure Hill Q. M. Co.-They have discontinued driving along the course of the Vulcan reef, and are now continuing the 
tunnel ahead, with the object, apparently, of now going for the Dorrit line of reef. Where they crossed the Vulcan line they left all water, and are 
now working perfectly -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, June 8 Treasure Hill- Vulcan tunnel extended 16ft for fortnight, past the walls of the….passed through the Vulcan line of reef; country is 
now very tight and dry slate; advised to come back and drive on the small stone Indecipherable -Argus 

 
1882, June 14 12th- Treasure Hill Co.- I have not the mining manager usual fortnightly report to hand, but I am given to understand that 
they had to pass through some very hard country lately; also that it is in contemplation to get out some quartz for crushing at an early date. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1882, June 17 Vulcan tunnel driven 6ft for week; ground in the face still tight and dry; length of tunnel from opening to face, 512ft. Have 
started to timber and secure the ground. Will then open out on the small lode. -Argus 
 
1882, June 21 Treasure Hill We are at present driving E on the small lode, 20ft east from face of tunnel; the stone improves in quantity and 
quality as we open out on it. On the whole, the prospects of the mine are encouraging at present. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, June 22 Treasure Hill June 18-Have timbered up and mad secure the face of Vulcan tunnel, and have come back to the small lode on 
which we have driven 8ft, Since improving in quality and quantity, being about 3in. at top and 5in. at bottom level Six to 7 tons quartz in 
paddock, which looks payable. Will have a trial crushing when we have 10 to 15 tons. -Argus 
 
1882, June 24 The Half yearly meeting of the Treasure Hill Co., Grant, will be held at Larkins’ Temple Court Hotel, Queen-street, Melbourne 
on Wed 28th etc.. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, June 28 Treasure Hill Co. 26th- Drove along the course of the lode 10ft during the past week. The stone they are on appears to 
improve as driven on; gold to be seen very freely, and excellent prospects with the dish. Country requires very careful timbering. -Gippsland 
Times 
 
1882, July 5 Treasure Hill Co.- Vulcan tunnel- eastern level driven 17ft for fortnight.  Reef run out, leaving the walls 2ft apart, with slate 
and quartz spurs between. The reef appears to be making again in face. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, July 7 
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 -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, July 17 Treasure Hill Co.- About 10 tons stone packed to the hopper last week, and there may be another 10 tons to pack this week. 
The stone looks very well, and it ought to give a favourable yield. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, July 26 Treasure Hill Co.-Twenty tons recently crushed from the Vulcan tunnel only yielded about 2 oz. gold. Every miner here who saw the 
stone prior to crushing is astounded at the result, half an ounce to the ton being considered a very low estimate. -Gippsland Times 

 
1882, August 2 

TREASURE HILL Q. M. CO., GRANT. 
(To the Editor of the Gippsland Times.)  
 Sir,-In face of the recent unsatisfactory result of trial crushing from this Company's mine, viz, 1 1/2 oz. of gold from 20 tons of stone, 
will you allow me, Mr Editor, as a shareholder in the Company, and in the interests of my follow shareholders and the public, to make a few 
lqueries and remarks, based principally on t he published reports of the mining manager in connection with the said crushing, and the general 
work of the mine. In reference to the yield of gold, I should much like to know the reason why the yield was so very poor when every practical 
miner who has seen the stone will testify that had there only been half a ton of stone put through the battery, of the quality shown, it ought to 
have yielded as much gold as the total 20 tons yielded. His report says that the water could not move the pyrites from the plates. The veriest 
tyro in these mountains at quarts crushing would have soon altered this state of affairs or stayed the crushing at once till a better arrangement 
was affected. My own theory is, that it being very cold weather at the time of crushing, he must have had his plates and silver all frozen, and 
consequently amalgamation could not properly be effected nor the tables properly cleared. He also refers to the rich yield from the Good Hope 
pyrites, viz., 100 oz to the ton, he is not aware perhaps, that at the Good Hope they went to a very large expense in erecting shaking tables, and 
in order, I think, to justify this expense no copper plates or ripples for quicksilver were used, consequently much free gold found its way to the 
shaking tables, and so enhanced the yield of the pyrites at the expense of what should have come from the plates and ripples. It seems to me as 
a resident shareholder, that much unnecessary expense has been incurred in crushing this 20 tons of stone, more in fact, than any other 100 tons 
has over cost the company. Why, I want to know, should he want to employ two boy feeders, aged 13 and 12 respectively, to feed a self-feeding 
battery. Surely he must have known how to set the tappets. Again, why should he find it necessary to import an alleged Western side expert to 
do the work which he ought to have attended to himself, and himself only. He compares the stone from the Vulcan to be of equal quality to that 
"being raised from the Good Hope mine." I should think that the Good Hope shareholders will not feel particularly delighted at the comparison, 
after the expense they have been to, in driving their level. His reports aver that he is not on the Vulcan line of roof. A mistake altogether, for it 
would not be difficult to prove, within a fortnight, 'that it is the Vulcan line of reef. He says also, that he is driving along the cap of the roof all the 
way. A queer sort of cap this, for in my own experience, I never found a cap of greater length than 20 feet. And as for the "red reef" he mentions, 
that must be the eighth wonder of the world, for such a thing is totally unknown in this locality. Any practical man who now visits the mine 
cannot but be struck with the expensive and frequently futile work carried on in the mine. Hut erected at the expense of the company, which was 
not at all necessary; paddock built of stone-work which collapsed on the occasion of the first snowstorm; two shifts sometimes occupied in 
repairing the mistakes of one shift: and now he writes that he intends sinking on the vein. Surely he has had water enough already to teach him 
that he cannot possibly get down far without the aid of a powerful engine. Why did he not pursue the line as laid out when the tunnel was 
commenced, viz., make for the Vulcan shaft? He would then have the workings well ventilated; he would be so much nearer the Dorrit and Italian 
lines of reef, and most likely prove satisfactory results. As it is at present, he now leaves a matter of 600 feet all dead work ere the Dorrit line can 
be touched. I could, Mr. Editor, write much more on the subject, but I fear I have already trespassed too much on your space, so will conclude by 
remarking that although the result of the recent crushing must be in a manner tragic to the confiding shareholders, there is a comic aspect to it 
when we learn that the mining manager has found it necessary to have a gate and look and key put at tunnel entrance to secure the light 
fingered gentry of Grant from filching quartz that averaged 1 1/2  dwts to the ton. 
 Yours, A TREASURE HILL SHAREHOLDER 
 Grant, 31st July, 1882. 
-Gippsland Times 
 
1882, August 2 Treasure Hill Co. No report from the mining manager this week. -Gippsland Times 
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1882, August 9 Been sinking all the week on very good quality of stone, seems to improve as they go down. Gold to be seen freely. Not 
troubled a great deal with water as it is carried over the top by a flume. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, August 11 

ORIGINAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
TREASURE HILL Q. M. CO., GRANT. 

To the Editor of the Gippsland Times. 
 Sir-" Where fools will rush, angels will dare to tread," is certainly illustrated in the wearisome tirade indulged in by a "Treasure Hill 
Shareholder" in your columns of a recent issue, and were proper justice done to that ill-advised effusion I ought most inveterately, most 
murderously, most fiendishly to-leave him alone, but as the present mining manager of the Company happens to be a stranger in a strange land, 
and unused to the curious ways of we mountain barbarians, and moreover, his employers and friends in other parts might believe that the 
Treasure Hill Shareholder's views were fully endorsed by the inhabitants generally if left uncontradicted, I feel constrained to take up the cudgels 
on behalf of this much maligned mining manager for I am perfectly confident that with the exception of the author and perhaps his amanuensis 
there is not one man, woman or child in the whole length, breadth or width of these ranges who will endorse or sympathise with the said author. 
It would take too long to deal with the charges by means of which incompetence is inferred, because the directors will deal with them as they 
merit, while the majority of them can be passed over as altogether too trivial for notice. Prominently, however, stands out the fact of 1 ½  dwts 
of gold to the ton being the result of the late crushing. The "share holder" volunteers his theory of frozen plates and silver losing the gold. In the 
face of his very small and very recent knowledge of quartz and quartz crushing, the wonder is that he has the temerity to offer a theory at all. 
However, be that as it may, the Melbourne shareholders can be well assured that everything is being done to ascertain whether the fault lies 
with the stone or with its treatment at the battery, and if the saving of the gold can be effected it will be done. Tests have been made 
demonstrating that the stone should be equal to 1oz stone, but superior appliances than those which the company now possess must be 
supplied to the battery to enable the mining manager to do so. The shareholders in Melbourne have no occasion to be alarmed at the ravings of 
their Grant confrere, there being but one on Grant he is easily spotted as a publican, an ex-mining manager of the Treasure Hill Q. M. Co., and 
from evidence given in court the other day it was made to appear that the grog business was not altogether separate from the Company's 
business. By referring to the last half yearly report it may be seen that the services of this ex-mining manager were dispensed with and a now 
mining manager appointed, and as a deposed king he is apt to view acrimoniously his successor in office and like Goldsmith's revengeful dog 
"to gain his private ends went mad and bit the man." As mining manager of the Company when it was the "Sons of Freedom" and as mining 
manager of the Treasure Hill we have all to learn that he did anything so very profitable to the shareholders as to warrant the directors in giving 
him a permanent billet at the expense of the company, and there seems to be a consensus of public opinion here that the directors acted very 
wisely indeed when they placed the helm in the hands of Mr W. Middleton, the present mining manager, who came to them armed with such 
credentials that warranted them in placing every confidence in him. As a picker-up of “unconsidered trifles" I could dilate upon the curious ways 
companies have been “mining managed" formerly, but consider it unnecessary at this juncture. I trust that this shareholder and ex-manager has 
not forgotten his ignominious discomfiture in the, controversy held through your columns when he could sign himself "Manager of the Sons of 
Freedom." The parting shot his then antagonist gave him I thought worthy of retaining and remembering and believe to be worthy of the 
occasion now and this was it " Self respect is only lost by bandying words with him. Have the common honesty to allow your secretary to sign 
the letters which bear your signature and not appropriate to yourself the work of other's brains for no one here credits you for a moment with 
having sufficient common sense to indite a letter yourself. A laughing jackass in peacock’s feathers you only render yourself the laughing stock 

of your neighbours. . NEMESIS.-Gippsland Times 
 
1882, August 16 Treasure Hill Co.- Mining manager reports- Winze sunk 20ft for the fortnight; 
reef improving as we go down. The country is nof a more settled character; gold to be see 
occassionally in the solid stone. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, August 16 
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 -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, August 17 Winze down 20ft; the last 10ft hard solid country. Reef still going down; average 
width 7in; very solid and showing gold in the stone. Reef improving as we go down; not troubled with 
water. -Argus 
 
1882, August 23 Treasure Hill Co.- Winze in level still going down, carrying a good body of stone. 
Quartz heap rapidly getting larger, ther being now about 30 tons at grass. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, August 30 28th- Winze sank 10ft for the fortnight. The reef nipped out to a thread of quartz 
running down on foot wall, and it will no doubt make again further down. Total depth of winze 30ft. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1882, September 6 Treasure Hill Co.- The winze is still going down, and the country being easier 
they are making good progress. No change of importnce to report; no reef at present in sight. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1882, September 13 Treasure Hill Co. -The winze has been sunk a total depth of 38 feet from the 
tunnel level without cutting anything payable. This work will be stopped for the present. A rise is 

1882, August 16 
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going up to cut the red reef overhead, which I expect will be cut during the present week. The rise is 
now up 7 feet from back of tunnel. This company has issued instructions for driving the cross level to 
the east, a further distance of 60 or 80 feet; also to drive along the line of reef to the west so as to get 
under the old workings of the Vulcan -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, September 20 Sept. 18. New Good Hope Q. M. Co -Very little to report from this company's 
works, beyond the face of the surface works being pushed ahead as much as possible. All the heavy 
work is expected to be got througl in the course of the present :Treasure Hill Co.  Q. M. Co.-During the 
last week the site for the red reef has been extended, the reef was struck on Thursday, but no 
information to hand as to the nature and quality of the stone. The Vulcan shaft has also been cleared 
out and made secure. They were down as far as the well-boards on Saturday, but much incommoded 
with bad air. The old workings however seem'to be perfectly drained of water., Presumption, strong 
"Vulcan line of red reef must have been struck in the level. Information has reached here that Mr 
Drouhot: the chairman of the Board of Directors is expected here in a few days on an official visit of 
inspection of the company's works and property -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, September 27 Treasure Hill Co.  -Q.M. Co.--Mining manager's report not, to hand this morning, 
but I am given to understand that the Vulcan shaft has been cleared out to the bottom, and that it 
appears to be the opinion of those who have seen the reef at at the bottom that the reef they have in 
the tunnel is not the same line of reef. Driving along the line of reef to the east has been continued, 
but nothing has transpired as to the result beyond the country being of a very loose character; it 
requires very careful timbering, and the men are much troubled with water. The chairman of the 
Board of. Directors, Mr Drouhet, is expected to reach here on Thursday next -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, October 2 Treasure Hill- Vulcan tunnel- put up a rise 18ft through the slode on red reef; not 
coming on any good stone have stopped. East level extd 8ft; no change in the face; walls same as last 
reported; ground very wet and treacherous. Vulcan shaft cleaned to the bottom; cannot recommend 
any further work in this direction. Work now will be confined to following the walls to east level. -
Argus 
 
1882, October 4 Treasure Hill Co.- Driving east and west has been continued during the past 
week, but there is no particular alteration to record. The countryin the east level still continues very 
loose, and requires close and careful timbering. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, October 16 Treasure Hill Co.- The extension of the east level was continued during the 
week. No alteration in appearance of country to record. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, October 19 Ti EASDRFiiiiL, Grant, October 15-East lode driven 7ft for week Expect to bo 
through tho slide by ond of this week, when no doubt thoro will be a change In tho country-Argus 
 
 
1882, October 25 Treasure Hill-No mining manager's report; but beyond extending the east level 
there is no change to report. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, November 1 Treasure Hill Co.- Beyond that the east level is being extended, I have no 
information from this mine. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, November 8 No report. -Gippsland Times 
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1882, November 15 TREASURE HILL- No mining manager's report to hand. This mine has been the 
principal topic of conversation during the past week in consequence of the discovery of some very 
promising looking stone on the surface from an easterly continuation of the Devon line of reef. The 
stone is reported to be very good indeed, as much as 11dwt of loose gold being obtained from a dish 
of rubble. Many years ago on the slope of the gully some very rich specimens were found, which led 
to the immediate locality being prospected in every direction until the place was intersected like a 
rabbit warren, and prospecting has been carried on at various spasmodic intervals since, but all with 
no result until last week, when it would appear that the present company has drawn the lucky prize. 
From my present in formation I gather that the present find was within one foot of some old 
workings. That about thirty feet of the line of reef has been stripped, and a shaft is now being sunk in 
the centre; stone of same good quality throughout; reef about 10 inches thick. I have just heard that 
41 oz of gold was obtained from three dishes of stuff, but I should require this statement to be 
authenticated before endorsing it. This find should be the means of continuing prospecting in other 
places, which have hitherto baffled the endeavours of our miners who have tried to follow tracks on 
the strength of specimens dis covered-notably the Camp and Victoria line of reefs. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, November 17 Have come across a shoot of gold on surface, which is a continuation of ther 
Dorrit reef. Have proved the gold for 25ft along the reef, and 9ft down by shaft, which I am still 
staking. Have washed as much as 2 ½ dwt to the dish. Reef about 2ft wide, and looking well. -Argus 
 
 
1882, November 22  
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 -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, November 22  Treasure Hill Co. .-No mining manager's report to hand. This mine continues to 
be the all absorbing topic here, consequent on the find reported on last week, and which report was 
substantially correct, with the exception of the para graph, which mentioned the report of .l4oz of 
gold having been obtained front three dishes of stuff, and which report I mentioned at the time I 
could not endorse unless authenticated. The rumour was brought to me at the time I was penning my 
letter, and I then had no opportunity of inquiring further into it, and merely gave it as a rumour for 
what it was worth. The past week I learn that the prospect of the find are so far improved, that 
the loose gold which was at first only found in the rubble, has apparently led them on to  the gold 

Original research by  Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



bearing quartz, the said quartz being of such good quality, that the like has been seldom seen in this 
locality. It now only remains to be proven how far this show of gold extends. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, November 29 Treasure Hill Q. M. Co.-The contractors have sunk six foot during the fortnight. 
Ien are at present engaged sinking winze in Dorrit. The stone they are raising is of a favourable 
charactor, and improves in going down. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, November 29 Treasure Hill Co. -I am given to understand that negotiations have been entered 
into for packing the stone to the battery, and that packing will comnmence next week. If Mr 
Middleton, the present mining manager of the Treasure Hill Q. M. Co. has as little regard for the truth 
in all his transactions as he has had in charging me with the " reprehensible practice of unppleienting 
and embellishing" his mining reports ride his letter in your columns of the 22nd, there is very little 
reliance to be placed in anything he has asserted or may assert. Until quite recently I never 
supplemented his written report with any other matter, but what was supplied by himself verbally, 
and so far from embellishing, if my reports published in your columns, were placed side by side with 
his reports published in other papers it can be seen at a glance that I have rather been guilty of toning 
down than embellishing -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, December 1 Treasure Hill- Still sinking shaft on comtinuation of Dorrit reef, down 32ft. Have 
driven two levels on the shoot of gold, which is dipping east and going very flat. In top drive we are 
through the gold in reef, but good gold at bottom. Lower drive going into cut the gold shoot, which I 
expect to get very good. When shoot is cut, will stope stone out to surface. Gold is very rough, and 
little or no pyrite. -Argus 
 
 
1882, December 6 Treasure Hill Co.- They have the shaft now down about 30 feet. 
 `The courageous attitude of Mr William Middleton, the manager of the Treasure Hill Co., is 
unique, for prior to the  the discovery of the gold which the company is now on he was running about 
“with his heart on his sleeve for the daws to peck at”. Running down the place and all its belongings, 
and made use of the remrks commented on by me as being a deliberate insult in more than one place, 
and in the presence of witnesses, I can safely let this matter at rest now, for here where we are both 
well known there is small doubt whose word carries the most weight. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, December 13 Treasure Hill Q Co.-Stone being packed to the battery. Still on favourable stone. 
-Gippsland Times 
 
1882, December 20 Hopeful Co- They were lowering quartz to the hopper last week, but were 
delayed somewhat in consequence of breakage at the viaduct. It is expected that they will commence 
crushing today. -Gippsland Times 
 
1882, December 29 Treasure Hill Co.- The tril crushing from this mine is reported to have yielded 
32oz from 27 tons stone. -Gippsland Times 
 
1883, January 1 Treasure Hill- n28 tons for 31oz. Men sinking shaft. -Argus 
 
1883, January 10At the Treasure Hill, the shaft is to be sunk deeper. -Gippsland Times 
 
1883, February 28 Treasure Hill QMCo- Work appears to have been stayed at present in this mine, 
no work to speak of having been done for the past fortnight. It is understood that a tribute party is 
likely to be formed. -Gippsland Times 
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1883, March 7  TREASURE HILL Q. M. Co.-Work has been suspended at this Company's works for 
the past two or three weeks. The vacillating method of carrying on work in connection with this 
property must be most exasperating to those interested, for the 6bjud6 arrived at when commencing 
the present level has never yet been attained. No attempt has over been made to drive along the reef 
in a westerly course. -Gippsland Times 
 
1883, June 13 The mining manager, Treasure Hill, leaves during the present week. Mr George 
Beveridge has now charge of the company’s works. -Gippsland Times 
 
1884, March 12 In the Supreme Court, Melbourne, on Monday last, the National Bank of Aus 
tralasia brought an action against the Treasure Hill Quartz-mining Company, North Gippsland, for 
amount of overdraft and interest-£277 Gs 8d. Mr Hamilton appeared for the plaintiff; no appearance 
for the defendant. A verdict was given for the plaintiff for the full amount. -Gippsland Times 
 
1884, March 26 March 24.Mr Hans Jorgensen arrived here on Thursday last his mission being to 
give the mines, formerly in the possession of the Treasure Hill Company, a look over to ascertain if 
there is anything worth atrial left in any of the old workings. Mr Jorgensen comes up in the interest of 
your Mr L. Jensen, who recently bought the battery and mines at a sheriffs sale. 
-Gippsland Times 
1884, June 11 Mr H. Sonderwit commenced this morning to dismantle the Treasure Hill battery, 
on behalf of Mr L. Jensen. -Gippsland Times 
 
1884, August 20 Mr .I Jensen- has recently sold iMrForsyth, of Swift's Creek., subject to approval 
when delivered- in  Bairnsdale, the engine belonging to the old. Treasure Hill mine, at Grant -
Gippsland Times 
1885, February 28 Treasure Hill QMCo- Work appears to have been stayed at present in this mine, 
no work to speak of having been done in the past fortnight. It is understood here that a tribute party 
is likely to be formed. -Gippsland Times 
 
1887, January 24  J. Gladfstone, Grant, on behalf of the Treasure Hill Co (application to 
Gippsland Prospecting Board) -Gippsland Times 
 
1896, March 5 
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Original research by  Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



UNION & DORRIT 
1903, February 7 identical to March 2-Argus 
 
1903, February 11 

 
-Australian Town & Country Journal  
 
1903, March 2 Special attention has been given to reefs in Treasure Hill, Grant, which were abandoned 
20 years ago, the cost of carting, crushing and raising at that time being fully 1oz per ton A company 
has been formed, with s capital of £5,000, to secure a lease of 60 acres in this locality.Comprised 
within the area are the Union, Little Dorrit, Vulcan and Strahan lines of reef. These reefs have been 
worked on the surface for hundreds of feet, but only the best stone could be taken out profitably at te 
time, a large amount of stone which is now considered payable, was left behind. The reefs in this 
locality at a depth become highly mineralised, containing very little free gold, and with crude 
appliances of those days, the loss was very great These lodes, with the Jeweller’s Shop and Rubbly, 
were the most important in the neighbourhood. -Argus 
 
1904, May 2 The Vulcan Company, Grant, has been floated with a capital of £12,000 in 24,000 10/- 
shares, of which 10,000 are subscribed. The managing director left Stratford on Friday to visit the 
property atwhich work has been going on fo some time. The tunnel to intersect the reef is in 500ft 
and 70ft remain to be driven to reach the lode. It is intended to work the large quantoty of low grade 
ore abandoned in the wearly days. The country now being driven through is soft slate./ The property 
comprises within its boundaries the Union, Dorritt, Italian and Vulcan lodes, previously worked with 
payable results. Inquiries are being made as to the cost of obtaining electric power from Good Luck 
Creek to work the battery, drills, and for lighting the workings. -Argus 
1904, May 16 Union and Dorritt Laying rails in main tunnel preparatory to letting contract for…-Argus 
 
1904, May 21 Work has begun on the lease recently acquired by the Union and Dorritt, Grant, and in 
the laying of a new tram-lone, a distance of 600ft. The reefs on thnis lease- the Union, Dorritt, Italian 
and Vulcan- can be worked from the tunnel level now completed to the Vulcan l;ine. 
1904, June 13 Union & Dorritt- Delayed in putting down tramway. When timber delivered, then push 
on preparatory work, and start contractors driving on Vulcan lode.\ -Argus 

Original research by  Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



1904, June 27 New tramline completed in tunnel. Retimbering drive in progress on Vulcan line of reef. 
Working of driving to main shoot to be let von contract. - Maffra Spectator 
 
1904, July 25 Union & Dorritt- Vulcan lode appearance of dig in end drive, strongly indicative of good 
gold being struck soon. -Argus 
1904, August 8 Union& Dorritt- Vulcan lode- Good headway driving; lot of water making. -Argus 
 
1904, August 15 Vulcan lode- Drive progressing. -Argus 
1904, September 1 The Union Dorrit Company are amking good headway, and have nearly driven 
the 70ft required to reach the Vulcan lode. Quartz leaders are being met with and heavy water is 
coming from the face. -Argus 
1904, November 22 UNION AND DORRITT C,M. CO., NO LIABILITY. Attention is drawn to the fact 
thatshares in a newly formed company, the Union and Dorritt are now being sold to the investing 
public at 6d per share. The capital of this company is £12,000, in 24,000 shares at 10/ per share. Light 
monthly calls of Id per share will be mado when required. The genuiness of the property to be 
worked is beyond doubt; four reefs can be mined from one tunnel level, 500 feet of which is already 
completed. Shares have been sold in Bairnsdale, Stratford, Bengworden, Sale, Maffra, Carrajung, 
Dargo, Grant and else where. Applications to be made to A. O. Tubb, managing director, c/o Clues' 
Hotel, Traralgon, or to Sydney J. Plain, Equitable Buildings, Collinsstreet, Melbourne. " 
Gippslanders support your own mines." -Traralgon Record 
 
1905, March 7 The Union and Dorritt Co is to start work in the 20th, when eight men will be put on. -
Argus 
1905, April 17 Union & Dorritt- Cleaned out and timbered main tunnel indecipherable where Vulcan 
drive joins…shortest distance to Dorritt. -Argus 
 
 
1905, May 22 Local shareholderws in the Union and Dorritt mine at Grant will be pleased to learn that 
work has been started on the ground and the prospects are excellent. Mr J. Finlayson, of Walhalla, a 
gentleman of great nining experience, has been elected  to a seat on the board of directors, so that 
Gippsland shareholder’s interests will be well conserved. - Maffra Spectator 
1905, June 2 . UNION AND DORRITT G.M. CO. The following particulars about the Union and Dorritt 
Company have been supplied by Mr A. O. Tubb, themanaging director, and will nu doubt be of 
interest to local shareholders.Operations at the mine commenced on the a2nd March, two shifts 
beingengaged extending the main tunnel to the Dorrit lode, good progress beingmade. The total 
length of tunnel is now 530 feet. It is intended to keep three shifts engaged at this work shortly to cut 
the Dorritt lode as quickly as possible. A manager's house has been built near the mouth of the 
tunnel, blacksmith's shop erected, timber (props, caps, and laths) obtained. Surface prospecting is 
now being carried out on portion of lease not hitherto efficiently prospected. Thecall of id per share 
per month is being promptly responded to by the shareholders generally. A visit was recently paid to 
the mine by Directors Grant and Plain, accompanied by Mr H. A. Luke, of the 'Gippsland 
Mercury." These gentlemen were thoroughly well satisfied with the prospects the minepresented, 
and confidently expect that good results will be obtained from thework which is being carried out.- 
Morwell Advertiser 
 
1905, August 1 The “Union and Dorrott” have driven 29ft. Mr Andrews has been appointed 
managing director-Argus 

Original research by  Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



1905, August 28 Union & Dorritt- Extending main tunnel to Dorritt lode; country in face hard 
slate, intermixed with quartz leaders. Expect complete first section tunnel Thursday. Arranginfg fresh 
contract to continue. -Argus 
 
1905, September 18 The union and Dorritt Co are opushing ahead with their tunnel. -Argus 
1905, October 23 Union & Dorritt- 14th- Contractor extending main tunnel to Dorritt lode; driven 
4ft. Country in face slate and sandstone, with water making heavy in face. -Argus 
 
1906, February 12 Main tunnel to Dorrit lode 70 ½ ft; intersected hard bar sandstone with heavy 
flow of water. -Argus 
1906, March 19 Union & Dorritt- Main tunnel to Dorrit lode to ?ft through tight slate. -Argus 
 
1906, March 29 Mr E. J. Dunn, the Director of Geological Survey, a gentleman possessed of a 
world wide experience as a geologist, visited theGrant cold field in January last. His report of the Union 
andt Dorritt Gold Mining Com pany's venture, fron which we take somne particulars, is of interest, and 
practically substantiates all that was said of the pro perty by the promoter of the company. The mine is 
closely situated to Grant. Mr Dunn describes the rock in the locality to consist principally of hanl grey 
sandstones, with some slatey beds of or'dovician or lower silurian age. The atike of the reefs is west, 20 
deg. north, dip south-westerly. The Dorritt reef is from 1 to 4 feet thick in the upper tunnel. The gold 
bearing chute ir. the Dorritt pitches at an angle of 70 deg. worwaln east, 20 deg. south. This upper 
tunnel his been driven in nine chains froma the north to where the stopes commence, and slopes have 
been taken out 70 feet below the level of the tunnel for a length of 300 feet along the Dorritt reef. 
Adecomposed dyke crosses this reef diagonally near the mouth of the tunnel. The Italian reef is 
described as having been a very pro fItable one to work, quartz now showing is from 6 to 12 inches thick 
between well marked walls of hard grey sandstone. The Utnion reef, over sti feet wide in places, was 
also worked along a chute of gold for some distance, and further east wardl was worked from tile Union 
tunnel. Quartz in tunnel workings I foot to feet thick. Both the Union andDorritt reefs have been worked 
to 170 feet in depth from the surface atOthe north andl east end of the lease. Below the Union tunnel 
the stopo extends from 1000 to 2000 feet vertically in lepth to Good Luck creek, .which was worked for 
alluvial gold. The Company's low level tunnel is being driven to cut the reofs at a depth of 300 feet, 
below the level of the Durritt tunnel, or 230 feet below thebottom of the lower, old time, workings. This 
lower tunnel has crossed throught the course of the Vulcan reef, along which a dyke occurs. Four reefs 
in the lease are pnraflel. The price per foot of drivir.g tunnel is stated to beabout ls per foot, and tlIe 
geologist describes the country passed through as selate of favourable appearance. lhe lower tunnel is 
now completed a dis tunce of 758ft, a further distance of 180ft remains to be driven before the Dorritt 
reef can ha cat.- It is expected that the tunnel will be completed within four months. -Gippsland Times 
1906, April 10 
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- Traralgon Record 
 
1906, April 18 Union & Dorrit- 9th- Driving main tunnel to Dorrit lode, total 783ft; country unchanged. 
Expect Government grant available about end of month. -Argus 



1906, May 21 Main tunnel to Dorritt lode ?ft. No change. -Argus 
1906, August 13 Contract let to complete tunnel to Dorritt lode.  Started work 6 th. Arranging for 
proper ventilation. -Argus 
1906, June 25 Union & Dorritt-Main tunnel to Dorritt lode indecipherable-Argus 
 
1906, October 22 Union & Dorritt Hard country intersected by quartz seams carrying galema and 
mundic. -Argus 
1906, November 19 Main tunnel to Dorritt lode in indecipherable-Argus 
1906, December 3 Main tunnel to Dorritt lode 944ft; ground very wet. -Argus 
 
1907, March 4 Union & Dorrit M drove om Dorrit lode 50ft; 18on formation in face; dyke on hw  .  
1907, March 18 Union & Dorritt- 11th- Extended drive N on Dorritt lode 9ft. Dyke on hanging 
wall. Water making freely. -Argus 
1907, August 5 Main drive on Dorrit lode to 180ft; 2 ½ ft forrmation in face; 4ft dyke, and 1 ½ ft 
stone; with plenty of mineral and a little gold in dish prospects. -Argus 
 
1908, January 20 13th- Main drive on Dorritt lode 302ft; hard sandstone, small make quartz in 
face.- -Argus 
1908, February 17 Union and Dorritt- Main drive on Dorritt lode in 321ft; 2 ½ in rubbly quartz in 
face; looks like reef making. -Argus 
1908, March 2 Union & Dorrit- Main drive, Dorrit lode, in 331ft; sandstone, mineralised quartz leaders. 
-Argus 
 
1908, April 1 

-Argus 
1908, June 22 Union and Dorritt, Grant 15 th- Cleaning out air pass, repairing tramline, &c., readiness 
to start work in face. -Argus 
 
1908, September 7 Good progress, no change in reef channel. -Argus 
1908, October 5  Union & Dorritt- Conditions same; ground hard. Had influenza in camp, 
but all well again; good progress. -Argus 
1908, November 2 Union and Dorritt- driving on Dorritt lode; ground hard. Quartz leader in face of 
drive.  ….-Argus 
1909, February 23 Union & Dorrit- Resumed in face again; make good progress; nice slate countrey. 
-Argus 
 
1909, February 27 Union & Dorritt- Driving on Dorritt lode. -Argus 
1909, March 22  Union & Dorritt- Driven on 100ft portion 15ft; nice seam pug and quartz 
grit beside dyke. Fine grained slate on footwall side; indications promising. -Argus 
1909, June 21 10 th- Driven for week 6ft; small quartz veins carrying galena on footwall side of dyke. -
Argus 
1909, July 5 Union & Dorritt Extended dyke 6ft. Nice slate with pug in dyke along footwall. -Argus 
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1909, August 2 Xcutting from drive in Dorritt lode; expect to complete within two months. 
Prospects encouraging. -Argus 
 
1909, August 30 Extended xcut total 15ft. main leader met, 4in; seems making stronger. Expect 
better progress. -Argus 
1909, September 6 Extending xcut into hanging wall; leaders continuing; main leader 5ins-Argus. 
1909, October 11 Continuing driving on crosscourse; quartz widening, now 18in in face. -Argus 
1909, October 25 Extdg drive on xcourse. Passed through bar of hard slate; quartz in face, carrying 
mineral. -Argus 
1910, January 17 Union and Dorrit-Expect to resume work on 25th  -Argus 
 
1910, February 20 Union and Dorritt- 14th- Drive on lode from No 1 xcut extd 3ft; reef 2ft wide in 
face, of improved appearance. Expect to strike shoot of gold within 30ft. -Argus 
 
1910, May 12  Mr. A. O. Tubb, legal manager of the Union and Dorritt G. M. Coy, Grant, North 
Oippeland, is now visiting this district with a view to placing shares in ithe hands of the company. 1r 
Tubb statesthat the lower tunnel at the above com pany's mine was oxtonded a distance of988 taet, 
and a formation, consisting of igneous rock and quartz leaders, was met with. This was confidently 
supposed to be the continuation of the Dorritt lode. However, after driving in this formation a 
distance of 928 feet, it was decilled to crosscut into the hanging wall. This crosscnt is now comple.od, 
at distance of 50 feet, and it is confidently expected that the gold bearing Dorritt quartz will be met 
with if the crosscut is oztondod a further distance of fromi 70 to 100 feet. Mr Tubb anticipates being 
able to place off all shares in the hands of the company before next month when works will 
be resumed at the company's mine. It may here be noted that this company ceasod works in 
December 1909, owing to lack of eufflcieot funds to carry on. It is worthy of notice that a further sum 
of £50 has been grantsd by the Minse Department to the company, and if the Dorritt quarts is met 
with in the position now consideredso be in by the manager, further assist ance will be given. The 
office of thiscompany is in the Lincoln Chembors,841 Collins street, Melbourne. Mr - Maffra Spectator 
 
1910, July 26 Union and Dorrit Extending vent to Dorrit quartz. Quartz spurs in face; ground hard. 
1910, November 14 Union &b Dorritt4th- Expect to resume work in xcut next week. -Argus 
 
1910, December    12 Litle progress during week, owing sickness. -Argus 
 
1911, January 30 Union & Dorritt Drive on reef extended 7ft; reef channel contains 18in 
mineralized quartz and 6on formation. -Argus 
 
1911, April 11 Union & Dorritt …though prospects are encouraging, the mine is still in the 
development stage.  The manager, Mr A. O. Taylor, gave an account of development work done by 
thee compny, and stated that what was bwekieved to be the Italian line of reef wqas struck recently. 
This reef was now being driven in. -Argus 
1911, May 22 Air tank blocked; getting timber repair same. -Argus 
 
1911, November 14 Union & Dorritt- Extended 9ft for week; hrd sandstone; striuck slate in bore 
ahead. -Argus 
1912, January 22 Union and Dorrit 12th- xcut extd 12ft, good progress. Expect meet lode soon. -
Argus 
1912, August 19 Union & Dorritt 17th- Drive on new channel to 128?ft; gold bearing mineral, 
arsenical pyrites, proved in drive for over 30ft Closed down mine temporarily on 9 th Hope to resume 
next month and put up rise. -Argus 
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1913, April 25  Union and Dorritt, a little go at Grant. North Gippsland, has the undertaker on 
the doorstep. It has been trying to pull through ^on penny calls, eked out by Government grants ; but 
shareholders have got tired, and the directors have nothing but a hard bar and vague hopes to offer as a 
pick-me-up. With another Government grant the share holders may be induced to part with a few more 
pence; but the grant hasn't been made yet, and if it isn't forthcoming the shutters will most likely go up. 
The co, might cut something in another 70 ft or so. If it is disappointed there it will be quite a fair thing 
to turn its face to the wall.-  Stratford Sentinel & Briagolong Express 
 
 
1913, October  27 Tbe Union and'Dorrit is still dodging the oloBe-np clause, being on fairgold.- .-  
Stratford Sentinel & Briagolong Express 
 
1913, Julky 28 Union & Dorritt- Extending drive on lode in lower tunnel. -Argus 
1913, August 18 Union & Dorritt- Drtiven on lode to 228ft; face full quartz leaders. -Argus 
 
1913, September 8 Union & Dorritt- Drive on lode to 237ft; mineralized quartz on hanging wall; 
water making. -Argus 
1913, September 29 Union and Dorritt- accepted contract to drive additional 50ft. Drive in lode to 
971ft; prospects from fce show improvement. -Argus 
1913, October 20 Face of drive on course of lode directly under main Dorritt shaft extended 16ft; 
quartz turned brown colour. -Argus 
1913, November 3 Drive in lode to 318ft; brown stone in face, 10in to 1ft wide, carrying gold. 
Prospects promising. Contract completed 50ft. Arrangements made resume work on November 12. -
Argus 
1913, December 22 Union & Dorritt- Drive on lode to 303ft; brown quartz 2ft wide in face. 
Commencing xcut to test stone quality in hanginhg wall. -Argus  
 
 
1914, January 13 The Little Dorritt, ten minutes' walk from the Grant Post Office, is another hole 
sunk in the ground to a shorter depth, into which its owners are dropping their spare cash to 
the amount of a few thousand pounds looking for what all men and women 
like to win—Gold! Gold!    - Stratford Sentinel & Briagolong Express 
 
1914, February 20 Union and Dorrit, Talbotville Drive on lode from No 1 xcut extd 3ft; reef 2ft wide 
in face, of improved appearance. Expect to strike shoot of gold within 30ft-Argus 
1914, March 23 Union & Dorritt- Drive on reef 24ft; reef 5in. wide in face, carrying little mineral. 
-Argus 
 
 
1914, May 1 Mining matters are quiet. "The   New Good Hope" are rising on a chute of stone 
carrying fair gold, and have also started to open out west on the same line. Two men are still 
keeping the golden gate open to shareholders   in the "Union and Dorritt." - Stratford Sentinel & 
Briagolong Express 
 
1914, November 23 Union and Dorrit- Preparing to extended footwall, xcut, main drive. Expect to 
resume work in drive on 16th -Argus 
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1865, November  23 Tho Italian Company crushed a small lot of 8 tons of stone this week, which 
gave them nearly 3 oz to the ion-Age 
 
1865, November 30 The Uuioii- Company got 50 oz from 33 tons crushed last weok, but as the stone 
from the large reef putthrough the provious week was - poor, tbe dividends this fortnight will bo less 
than was-expeuted ; but the stone now coming out from tho-westei n portion of the reef, looks well, 
and in a few weeks' time the ground will be so op-jnod up as to alio?;-- thi» company room for putting- 
in- a greater numbor- o£ men. -Age 
 
1865, December 7 The Union Company declared a dividend of 4s per share last week ; this i3 much 
below what wns expected from this company. The reef is looking well, but the claim is not yet 
thoroughly opened ; this will soon be effected, and good dividends are likely to follow, as the stone is 
looking well 
 Tho Italian Company finished crushing, 31 tons, ut the Mornington machine, last week, and 
got 59. oz of gold. -Age 
 
1865, December 14 The Union Company commence crushing again on Monday, having been at a 
standstill for the last ten days for want of stone ; but now, as the ground is pretty well opened up, 
the machine will bo kept at work with good results ; the show of gold in the stono coming out at present 
is good. -Age 
 
1865, December 21 Tho Union Company have been crushing for this last week, and will clean up by 
Satur day next. The stone going through tho machine at present looks well, and is likely to co from IA oz 
to 2 oz por ton. The reef in the company's claim seems to be widening out as thoy go down, nnd by next 
Month the ground will be well opened and a larger quantity of stone 
raised.  A small lot of 28 cwt of stone from tho Royal Saxon Reef was crushed last week at the Uuiou 
machine, and gave the large re turn of 11 oz 4 dwt, or about 8 oz to the ton. This reef is small, but has 
some very rich stone in it. Tho owners aro now at work getting out what stone they can from tho 
present shaft. There are two prospecting claims of this name, near Grant, one East Royal Saxon, and 
the other West, both good claims. The stone crushed was from tho West Royal Saxon-Age 

Original research by  Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



 
1865, December 28 The Union Company crushed, last week, a lot of 59 tons, which yielded 71^ oz. 
The stone now going through the machine is looking better than that crushed the week before last, and 
better results are looked for next month 
 . The last lot of stone crushed from the Italian Reef wont 2 oz to tho ton, but the stone now 
being taken out looks like 3 oz stuff, and continues to improve as tho drive goes eastward. -Age 
 
1866, January 4  The Union Company are now putting | in a lower drive from their tunnel 
level along tho western reef. Tho stone taken out yesterday looked better than it has done for some 
time. Unfortunately it comes out very slowly ; but as soon as the present level is in, a better supply of 
stone will be obtained. -Age 
 
 
1866, January 12 The Union Company crushed 25 tons of stone from their claim last week, which 
went IA oz to the ton ; the lower level is now pretty well in, and the stoae from the western portion o£ 
the reel U still look 
ing well. -Age 
 
1866, January 19 Tho Union Company crushed last week 1S.J tons of the Italian Company's quartz, 
which yielded 1BJ 0.1. This company are now crushing a parcel of some 100 
tons of stone from the Teutonia Company's claim When this lot is finished the Union Company will 
commence crushing their own quartz, and expect to be kept constantly at work, as the lower level, 
being opened, will give them a good supply of stone-Age 
 
1866, January 26 The Union Company are still engaged crushing stone from Teutonia Company's 
claim ; when finished they will commence crushing their own quartz, and will have 60 or 70 tons out to 
begin with. This company have struck tho reef in their lower drive, and tho stone is looking well-Age 
 
1866, February 9 The Union Company crushed 53 tons last week, which yielded 23 dwt per ton 
 The Union Company are now crushing stone from their own claim, and are about lilting tho 
taking out c/f their quartz in future on tribute; and it will be an 
uuvaninge 10 inn company, as the claim is now well opened up. -Age 
 
1866, February 16 The Union Company crushed about 40 tons last week, but will not clean up till the 
Iot is run through. This stone is yielding about 11 oz per ton. This company is about letting the raising of 
their quartz by contract or tribute. They have now the lower drive in, and tho ground well opened, so 
that a largo parcel of payable stone is visible, and can be taken out at little cost. Although this claim has 
been slow in paying dividends, there is little doubt but it contains a large quantity of payable stone 
which may give work for a year or two yet. -Age 
 
1866, February 23 : Tho Union Company crushed 43 tons last week, which yielded 45 oz. This 
company have now made arrangements to have nil their quartz raised in future by contract, which will 
effect n great saving in tho working of the mine. -Age 
 
1866, March 2 The Union Company are now taking out stone by contract, and 
before long wilt have plenty of work for their mill, and will raise their quartz at a little over half of 
what it has cost for some time- past 
The Italian and Royal Saxon claims have some good stone out, and intend crushing a small parcel 
next week. -Age 
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1866, March 9 Tho Royal Snxon shareholders crushed, last woek, n smull 
parcel of stone from their reef of 5 tons which gave them over 12 oz, or about 2$ oz per ton. Thb is the 
second lot of stone crashed from this reef by the Union machine 
 Tho Uninn Company have not yet commenced crushing their own1 aione taken the last few 
weeks. The company nre raising the quartz by contract and some nu- t.ilmte, and will aoon be able to 
uifihfl a start with a good parcel of stona on hand that is likely to keep their machine constantly at work-
Age 
 
1866, March 16 Tho Italian Com pany had a small lot crushed this week at the Union machine, but 
the result was not made known. -Age 
 
1866, March 23 The Uuion Company com menced crushing this week. The Royal Saxon 
Reef (Cocksey and Co.) crushed this week a small parcel of stone of 10 tons, taken out at a depth of 1 10 
feet. The yield was within 2 dwt of 70 oz, or 7 oz per ton ; This is another, proof that the deeper our 
reefs are worked tho richer they become. -Age 
 
1866, April 13 The Royal Saxon Company West, and ad; joining the Spring Reef, had a small lot crushed 
at the Union Machine, last week, which yielded 11 oz per ton 1 this reef is about 15 to 18 inchos thick, 
and easily worked-Age 
 
1866, April 20 The contrac tors in the Union Mine got out some very rich stone on Thursday last ; some 
specimens left in my office are full of gold. -Age 
 
1866, May 4 Tho Union Company's machine has been crushing all week, but has not yet washed up-
Age 
 
Hopkins & Folkes 
 
1874, August 1 A new find is rumoured in the neighbourhood of the old Union by Messrs Hopkins 
andd Folkes, who are at present prospecting that neighbourhood, but nothing definite is yet to hand. -
Gippsland Mercury 
 
Spring Hill 
 
 A parcel of stone from the Spring reef is to be carted today (June 3rd) to the Mornington battery 
for a trial crushing. Although there is a large body of stone in the vein, this will be the first stone from it 
ever passed through a battery. -Gippsland Mercury 
 
1875, September 28 This … .. has proved that the much thought of Spring Reef, where so many rich 
specimens have been found is a continuation of the Little Dorrit Eventually the Sons of Freedom will 
(rest indecipherable) -Gippsland Mercury 
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713 Mt Pleasant Central 1865 5 31 Alexander McDonald near Royal Saxon
981 Royal Saxon 1865 12 21 W. Forest, James Thompson 1 E
238 Little Dorrit 1866 5 20 John Thompson adjoining Union Prospecting claim
422 1866 9 5 Robert Cochrin residence site near Royal Saxon reef
487 Mt. P Italian 1866 9 28 Italian Gold Mining Co
534 Mt. Pleasant Royal Saxon 1866 10 12 Neil Kennedy suspension 3 m
65 Grant Union spur Dorrit 1874 6 25 William H. Morgan, Francis Gladstone Union spur, formerly known as the 
Dorrit lease
66 Grant Union spur Dorrit 1874 6 25 Constantine S. Holmes adj 65/74
67 Grant Union spur Dorrit 1874 6 25 William H. Morgan, Francis Gladstone, Constantine S. Holmes amalg 64 & 
65/74
68 Grant Union spur Little Dorrit 1874 6 27 James Moore formerly known as the Little Dorrit lease
69 Grant Union spur Little Dorrit 1874 6 27 James Moore tunnel for
mining purposes extending from the Little Dorrit lease abandoned ground
73 Grant Union spur Union 1876 5 19 James Gladstone, William Irwin Union spur N of Grant
92 Grant Union 1876 7 3 B. Thomas 1/4 share transfer from Gladstone
96 Grant Union 1876 7 9 James Pulter,....Cooper1/4 share transfer from Gladstone & Irwin
107 Grant Union 1876 8 29 James Pulter share transferfrom James...
81 Grant Union 1878 8 5 William Nicol 1/4 mile NGrant transfer Thomas G. Lloyd
40 Grant Vulcan 1880 3 1 James Gladstone Vulcantunnel site Vulcan Gully below the shafts 400 ft from 406 
lease
41 Grant Sons of Freedom 1880 3 1 James Gladstonetramway extending from Sons of Freedom hopper to Sons 
of Freedom machine.
42 Grant Sons of Freedom 1880 3 1 James Gladstone hopperabout 1/2 mile above Sons of Freedom machine
195 Grant Vulcan 1880 10 25 Treasure Hills QMCo tunnelfor 40/80 transfer from James Gladstone
196 Grant Vulcan 1880 10 25 Treasure Hills QMCotramway 41/80 transfer from James Gladstone
197 Grant Vulcan 1880 10 25 Treasure Hills QMCo hopper42/80 transfer from James Gladstone
198 Grant Vulcan 1880 10 25 Treasure Hills QMCo machinesite 46/80 transfer from James Gladstone
199 Grant Union 1880 10 25 Treasure Hills QMCo transferfrom James Gladstone
220 Grant Vulcan 1880 11 17 T. G. Leroyd, mining mgrTreasure Hill Mining Co tramway from Vulcan tunnel to 
hopper battery tramway
225 Grant Union 1880 11 23 Treasure Hill QMCo 1/4share 92/76, 73/76 transfer T. G. Leroyd
226 Grant Union 1880 11 23 Treasure Hill QMCo 1/8 share 96/76. 73/76 transfer from Peter ...
227 Grant Union 1880 11 23 Treasure Hill QMCo 1/8 share 96/76. 73/76 transfer from M. Phelan
45 Grant Union spur Vulcan 1882 5 9 Treasure Hill QMCoNL consolidated
28 Grant Treasure Hill 1886 9 3 W. F. Hartley, James Gladstone & others
37 Grant National GMCo 1887 9 7 F. G. Leroyd near old Union claim
38 Grant 1887 9 15 F. G. Leroyd old Union claim tunnel
11 Grant Try Again 1890 11 9 James Gladstone E & W on Vulcan Gully, east of Treasure Hill lease
12 Grant 1890 11 10 Thomas Gardner 20 tons quartz at mouth of Vulcan tunnel
1 Grant 1891 2 5 John Gardner tunnel site known as the Vulcan tunnel, abandoned ground ; Vulcan Gully; 
adjoining Treasure Hill lease
14 Grant Newcastle 1892 2 13 F. A. Siedenburg, John Gardner east slope of the Union hill
15 Grant Newcastle 1892 3 14 John Gardner 1/2 share transferred from F. A. Siedenburg14/92
18 Grant Try Again 11/90 1892 4 7 James Gladstone Vulcan Gully running E & W & E of Treasure Hill lease 
suspension 3 m
19 Grant Newcastle 1892 4 7 John Gardner suspension 3 m
28 Grant Newcastle 1892 8 24 John Gardner suspension 3 m
63 Grant Union Hill Italian, Union, Dorrit 1896 6 9 Michael Culhane
1 Grant Union & Dorrit 1900 1 15 M. Murphy
12 Grant 1902 4 1 Michael Murphy includes Union & Dorrit; 1 mile from Grant
27 Grant Union & Dorrit 1902 12 20 Arthur O. Tubb transfer from M. Murphy
1 Grant Vulcan 1903 1 2 Arthur O. Tubb tunnel
17 Grant Union & Dorrit 1903 6 27 A. O. Tubb suspension 3 m
14 Grant Vulcan 1904 5 5 Arthur O. Tubb tunnel
23 1905 8 30 John M. Rogers a hut ~ 15 yards from Vulcan tunnel
37 Grant Vulcan 1905 12 22 M. H. Harrison hut site 15 yd from Vulcan tunnel 23/05 formerly held by J. M. 
Rogers
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Unpublished Report  1886/16823- O. P. Whitelaw 
 

MINES DEPARTMENT Unpublished Report  1836/16623 

THE TREASURE HILL GM. C. AT GRANT 

This ground which is held by Messrs Hartley and Co under miner's rights is situated close to the township of 

Grant. From a superficial inspection I could see that there were distinct lines of reef approximately parallel. 

These have all been workod to shallow depths, giving very good returns, 

the particulars of which have been supplied me by Mr James Gladstone, at one time manager of one of the 

mines; and which I append. There is also in the locality the "Rubbly Reef" the continuation of which is 

supposed to pass through the Treasure Hill but I did not examine it. 

In the "Little Dorrit" tunnel there is a remarkably well defined large body of stone throughout nearly the whole 

length of the tunnel: 600 feet. About 500 feet in there has been some stoping done. A small quantity of stone 

crushed from the floor of the tunnel about 500 feet in gave a good prospect of fine gold. 

Further down the hill and on the eastern side is the "Vulcan" tunnel 500 feet in length to the Vulcan reef. The 

continuation of this tunnel in a westerly direction would intersect the Dorrit and Union reefs giving further backs. 

Returns from the different reefs as supplied by Mr James Gladstone 

Union Reef 1 oz 6 dwts 6 grs to 3 oz 2dwts 0grs per ton 

Little Dorrit 10dwt 7gr to 1oz 10dwt per ton 

Italian (last crushing) 2oz 10dwt per ton 

Vulcan  2oz to 7oz 15dwt per ton 

Rubbly Reef 1oz 9dwt to 3oz 3dwt 18gr per ton 

My inspection which was a hurried one is in consequence not exhaustive but it was sufficient to enable me to 

form the opinion that the further prospecting of the Treasure Hill is a legitimate venture. 

 
Exploration Licence  3580- Lakes Gold, Gawler Gold 1994 
 
 The Dorrit Adit was inspected, mapped and sampled. The adit is in fair to good condition for 183 
m from the portal beyond which access is restricted by ground collapse. ( See Figure 7). 
 The exposed quartz reef is strong and varies between 400 - 500 mm in width, strikes 
approximately 10° 
(bedding strike 270°)and dips steeply to the south. A little further to the north of the Dorrit Adit is a line 
of workings striking approximately 110°, marking the trace of the Union reef. The Lower Adit is now 
collapsed at the portal. 
(The names and locations of mine workings is confusing. Field Inspections have located workings nominated 
on the Crooked River 1:50,000 map but names such as 'Durrat' wsre not confirmed during literature 
research.) 
 Old maps of the Lower Adit show the Vulcan reef some 80 ft in from the portal. Other maps 
show the 
Vulcan main workings as being on the western flank of Union Spur; it is probable that the Vulcan reef 
has a strike development in excess of 900 ft with the main mine working being conducted on the western 
extremity. Approximately halfway along the strike trace, a shaft was noted (approx.58676OON,51S6OO) 
showing a near vertical 1.5 m reef development.The lack of stope development is confirmed by low gold 
values in sampling. 
 The Dorrit, Union and Vulcan reefs were/are strong and persisted over considerable strike lengths 
and, as is the general case in this region, gold values are concentrated a shoots within the reefs. Farther 
exploration is justified to test the strike and depth developments of the reefs. 



 

Pipework hangs by a thread. Wooden friction wedges would only need a touch to bring a compounding collapse of  
hanging pipes.

Lower left shows the formation of stalactites.









 



 
 
NB the above map is inconsistent with other drawings in this EL.  (Fred)
 
 
 
 “In the Italian, Little Dorrit, and Union shafts the vein varies in the strike from N 60° W to N 
70° W, and consists of an irregular mass of leaders, with here and there rich patches of gold.  
The thickness of the veins or leaders varies from half an inch to ten inches.”  The Gold Fields 
and Mineral Districts of Victoria. R. Brough Smythe, F.G.S., 1869. 
 
“In the Italian, Little Dorrit, and Union shafts the vein varies in the strike from N 60° W to N 
70° W, and consists of an irregular mass of leaders, with here and there rich patches of gold.  
The thickness of the veins or leaders varies from half an inch to ten inches.”  The Gold Fields 
and Mineral Districts of Victoria. R. Brough Smythe, F.G.S., 1869. 
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the depth at 
which the 
Gold was 
obtained &c. 

 Crooked River 
Division 

 tons oz. 
 

dwt. oz. dwt..  

December 
1865 

Italian  Italian Reef 62 2 10 156 5 40 feet 

From The Mining Surveyors’ Returns. Crooked River Division   

 
 
 
Date. 

 
Division and 
sub division and 
Name of 
Company. 

 
 
Where quartz was 
obtained. 

Q
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Average Yield of 
Gold per ton. 

 
Total Yield of 
Gold. 

Remarks 
relative to 
the depth at 
which the 
Gold was 
obtained &c. 

 Crooked River 
Division 

 tons oz. 
 

dwt. oz. dwt..  

December 
1865 

Union  Union Reef 277 1 2 310 0 110 feet 

March 
1866 

Union Union Reef 70 1 6 92 0 130 feet 

September 
1877 

Sons of Freedom Union Reef 12 2 19 35 16 250 feet 

March 
1878 

Sons of Freedom Union Reef 110 1 10 165 0 Surface to 60 
feet 

March 
1879 

Sons of Freedom Union Reef 143 0 6 45 0 20 to 100 
feet 

June 
1881 

Treasure Hill Union Reef 103 0 2 10 5  

From The Mining Surveyors’ Returns. Crooked River Division   
 
 
Date. 

 
Division and sub 
division and Name 
of Company. 

 
 
Where quartz was 
obtained. 
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Average Yield of 
Gold per ton. 

 
Total Yield of 
Gold. 

Remarks 
relative to 
the depth at 
which the 
Gold was 
obtained &c. 

 Crooked River 
Division 

 tons oz. 
 

dwt. oz. dwt..  

March 
1871 

Manuel and co. Vulcan Reef 18 0 6 5 4 80 feet 

June 
1874 

Gladstone Vulcan reef 9 0 11 5 0 50 feet 



Septem
ber 
1882 

Treasure Hill Q.M. Vulcan Reef 20 0 1 1 10 About 100 
feet 

         
         
From The Mining Surveyors’ Returns. Crooked River Division   

 
Victoria’s Forgotten Goldfield, RW Christie & GD Gray 
 
“In July 1864 an outcrop of quartz was found near Isaac’s Shanty. The reef was named the ‘Union’ by its discoverers Messrs. 
Wallace, Sullivan and Murphy.  Within a week another four reefs had been found not more than two miles from the Shanty.  
Matheson’s, Jolly Sailor, the Italian and Aberdeen, all showed rich surface stone.”  Victoria’s Forgotten Goldfield.  Christie & Gray, 
pp38. 
 
 “The Italian Company situated near the Union, in the last quarter of 1865 had sixty tons of quartz crushed at the 
Mornington Machine which yielded 2 ½  ounces of gold to the ton.  The Royal Saxon crushing at the same battery yielded eight 
ounces to the ton.”  Victoria’ Forgotten goldfield.  Christie & Gray, pp70-72. 
 
“In July 1864 an outcrop of quartz was found near Isaac’s Shanty. The reef was named the ‘Union’ by its discoverers Messrs. 
Wallace, Sullivan and Murphy.  Within a week another four reefs had been found not more than two miles from the Shanty.  
Matheson’s, Jolly Sailor, the Italian and Aberdeen, all showed rich surface stone.”  Victoria’s Forgotten Goldfield.  Christie & Gray, 
pp38. 
 
It was not until February 8, 1865 that the first machine commenced crushing and then it was not the Pioneer or Jeff Davis, but the 
Union, one of the mines situated right in Grant which received its full complement of machinery on February 2.”  Victoria’s 
Forgotten Goldfield, Christie & Gray, pp66. 
 
 “By the end of 1865 there were eight crushing mills either completed or near completion; 280 distinct quartz reefs had 
been proved auriferous, 257 of which had been registered as prospecting claims.  Eight months earlier there was only 
approximately four hundred miners on the whole field, now the figure approached two thousand.  The Pioneer and the Jeff Davis 
had both built water powered quartz crushing machines; Hartleys, Victoria, Union, Jolly Sailor and the Good Hope Companies 
had all established steam powered quartz crushing machines.”1   Victoria’s Forgotten Goldfield.  Christie & Gray, pp68-9. 
 
 “Some mines did operate for extended periods, although not always under the one name.  One such company was the 
Union which commenced operations in 1865 and was still working at the turn of the century under its original name.  Numerous 
changes of ownership had taken place.  In 1877 the name was changed to the ‘Sons of Freedom’ but it then reverted back to the 
Union.  The mine was situated half a mile from Grant, a tunnel was driven 250 feet before the reef was reached.  Along the line of this 
reef were several other mines; the Little Dorrit, Vulcan and Italian.  The Vulcan Company changed its name four times after its 
initial registration but its early returns of four ounces to the ton were not to be repeated. This line of reef, along with several 
workings on the Upper Dargo River were still being worked in 1916.”  Victoria’s Forgotten Goldfield.  Christies & Gray, pp72. 
 
“The shortage of machinery was partly solved by the removal of batteries not being used around the Crooked River due to the 
abandonment or suspension of claims. The Evening Star Company purchased the portable Union machine from Grant in 1867. The 
machine weighed three ton. It was pulled the forty miles from Grant Creek to its new site on the Upper Dargo by a bullock team of 
twenty beasts.  The shift was undertaken by Cahill Brothers.” Victoria’s Forgotten Goldfield.  Christie & Gray, pp78. 
 
 “Some mines did operate for extended periods, although not always under the one name.  One such company was the 
Union which commenced operations in 1865 and was still working at the turn of the century under its original name.  Numerous 
changes of ownership had taken place.  In 1877 the name was changed to the ‘Sons of Freedom’ but it then reverted back to the 
Union.  The mine was situated half a mile from Grant, a tunnel was driven 250 feet before the reef was reached.  Along the line of this 
reef were several other mines; the Little Dorrit, Vulcan and Italian.  The Vulcan Company changed its name four times after its 
initial registration but its early returns of four ounces to the ton were not to be repeated. This line of reef, along with several 
workings on the Upper Dargo River were still being worked in 1916.”  Victoria’s Forgotten Goldfield.  Christies & Gray, pp72. 
 

Geological Survey of Victoria  
THE UNION AND DORRITT MINE, GRANT, NORTHERN GIPPSLAND. 

(NO. 16 ON LOCALLITY MAP.) 
By EJ Dunn, FGS, Director, Geological Survey. 

 
 “This mine is about ½ mile northerly from Grant.  The country-rocks consist principally of hard grey Silurian 
sandstones, with some slatey beds.  The strike of the Dorritt reef is W 30deg, and dips 65 deg NE.  The reef, about 5 feet 
wide occurs in a shallow shaft to the westward of the Dorritt adit.  About 3 chains southward from the Dorritt reef is the 
Union reef, which is over 6 feet wide in places.  These two reefs traverse the whole length of the leases held by this 
company.  In a small hole, 2 chains west of the Dorritt tunnel, the reef is 4 feet thick.  In the upper tunnel the sandstone is 

                                                     
1 Mining Registrar’s Reports, 1865. 



of purple colour.   The reef is 1 to 4 feet thick.   The tunnel has been driven 9 chains in from the north to where the stopes 
commence.  They rise to the surface.  Stopes have been taken out 70 feet below the level to the adit for a length of 300 
feet along the Dorritt reef.  Near the mouth of the adit (about 2 chains in) a dyke crosses the reef diagonally; it is in a 
decomposed state. 
 The Italian reef strikes off from the stoped portion of the reef in a direction W 35deg S; its dip is 30deg SE.  The 
reef is 6 to 12 inches thick, between well marked, smooth walls of hard grey sandstone.  This reef was very profitable to 
work.  The Italian reef runs towards the Dorritt reef on the northern side, but does not appear to have actually joined it.  
The shoot of gold in the Dorritt reef pitches E 30deg S at an angle of about 70deg.  The strike of the country-rock is about 
SE. 
 The Union reef was also worked along a shoot for some distance, and further eastward was worked from the 
Union adit.  The eastern end of this reef on the side of the hill has evidently broken away from its original course. 
 The Union tunnel is between 1,000 and 2,000 feet above Good Luck Creek.  This creek was worked for alluvial 
gold.  The strike of the reef in the Union adit is W 20deg N and the dip is 65deg northward, and the quartz is from 1 to 2 
feet thick.  The reef has not been worked below the adit floor.  The length of the Union tunnel (cross-cut) to the reef is 
about 250 feet.  The union and Dorritt reefs have been worked for 170 feet in depth from the surface at the eastern end of 
the lease. 
 A low-level tunnel is now being driven to cut the reefs at a depth of 300 feet below the Dorritt adit, or 230 feet 
below the bottom of the stopes carried below the tunnel level.  This low-level adit has been driven in 690 feet; there are 
still 250 feet to be driven before the Dorritt reef can be cut.  The dip of the reef is away from the direction of the tunnel 
mouth.   
 This lower tunnel has crossed through the course of the Vulcan reef, which gave some good crushings, and 
which is about 200 feet to the south of the Rubbly reef, or 400 feet to the south of the Dorritt reef.  A dyke occurs along 
the course of the Vulcan reef in the level along that reef from the adit.  The Rubbly reef has also been worked at the 
surface for some distance, but it does not yet appear to have been cut in the adit.  In the Vulcan reef the quartz is 6 to 12 
inches thick.  Its strike is W 20deg N, and its dip 65deg northward. All four reefs in this reef are parallel, and they all dip in 
the same direction.  The cost of driving the lower adit is about [??] per foot, and the rock now being cut is a favorable 
looking slate.  (Report sent in 9th February, 1906)”  Geological Survey of Victoria, Vol 2. 
 
 
“This mine is situated half a mile to the north of Grant, the reef has been worked on several levels but 
appears to fault out.  Neverthe4less the reef produced reasonable quantities of gold at various intervals.” 
 

1865 636 tons       for 1117 ounces 
1866 270  202  
1877 12  35  
1878 110  165  

 
Leases 
 
Name  Vulcan GMCo 
 
Location  Union Jack Spur  Grant 
 
Lease Number 59 
 
Applicant  William Manuel, Peter sayers, John Dickenson, William Tarn 
 
Date Applied 29.4.68 
 
Area, acres 10.2.27 
 
Investment   £1 000 
 
Rental       £10/13/6 
 
Gazetted  7.8.68 
 
Void  3.9.69  
 
 
Name  Little Dorrit Gold Mining Co  
 
Location  Union Spur 
 
Lease Number 180 



 
Applicant  James Steers, James Moore 
 
Date Applied 29.4.70 
 
Area, acres 8.1.29 
 
Investment   £1  000 
 
Rental       £8/8/8 
 
Gazetted   
 
Employment- First 6 months 2 
                       Subsequently 4 
 
Void  19.6.74  
 
 
Name  Vulcan 
 
Location  Grant 
 
Lease Number 322 
 
Applicant  George Beveridge, Christopher Folkes 
 
Date Applied 28.6.72 
 
Area, acres 5.2.7 
 
Investment   £500 
 
Rental       £2/18/6 
 
Gazetted  4.10.72 
 
 
 
Name  Sons of Freedom 
 
Location  Union Spur, Grant 
 
Lease Number 406 
 
Applicant  William Henry Morgan, James Gladstone 
 
Date Applied 6.7.74 
 
Area, acres 6.1.23 
 
Investment   £1 000 
 
Rental       £3/4/- 
 
Gazetted  31.12.74 
 
Employment- First 6 months 2 
                       Subsequently 3 
 
Surrendered 8.4.81  new 530 
 
SUSPENSIONS 29.10.79 3 m 
  21.1.80 3 m 
 
 
Name  Treasure Hill Gold Mining Co  
 
Location  Grant  Union Spur 
 
Lease Number 530 
 



Applicant  Charles Joseph Lewis 
 
Date Applied 23.11.80 
 
Area, acres 24.2.22 
 
Investment   £5000 
 
Rental       £12/7/10 
 
Gazetted 
  11.2.81 
Leased from (15 years) 28.3.81 
 
Employment- First 6 months 2 
                       Subsequently 12 
 
Void  30.5.84    
 
OTHER  14.2.84 x Lewis- lease, machinery etc sold by Sheriff      
   
SUSPENSIONS 
 14.11.83 3 m 
 
 
Name  Treasure Hill Claim 
 
Location  Grant, inc road 
 
Lease Number 1290 
 
Applicant  James Gladstone 
 
Date Applied 8.8.88 
 
Area, acres 27.0.33 
 
Rental       £6/16/2 
 
Gazetted  23.5.89 
 
Employment- First 6 months 2 
                       Subsequently 12 
 
Void  5.9.90    
 
SUSPENSIONS 30.1.90 3 m 
  17.4.90 3 m 
Name 
 
Location  Grant 
 
 
Lease Number 1501 
 
Applicant  Mathew Muir 
 
Area, acres 27.0.33 
 
Rental     £6/16/2 
 
Gazetted 19.9.90 
 
Employment- First 6 months 2 
                       Subsequently 12 
 
Void 12.2.92     
 
OTHER  30.6.91 x J. Gladstone- asks on what grounds suspension granted 
  11.1.92  x J. Gardiner- if crushing which he is taking out turns out well he will apy the rent  
  
 



SUSPENSIONS 17.6.91 3 m 
 
 
Name  Union Gold Mining Co  
 
Location  Grant 
 
Lease Number 2643 
 
Applicant  William Flannagan 
 
Date Applied 25.6.96 
 
Area, acres 26.1.27 
 
Investment   £5000 
 
Rental       £6/12/- 
 
Gazetted  18.12.96 
 
Employment- First 6 months 4 
                       Subsequently 12 
 
Void  25.11.98     
 
SUSPENSIONS 10.5.97 3 m 2 men 
  12.8.97 3 m final 
  12.11.97 3 m 
  11.2.98 3 m 
  11.5.98 3 m final 
  16.9.98 refused 
 
 
 
Name  Union & Dorrit GM Syn  
 
Location  Grant    
 
Lease Number 4012     (is 2643) 
 
Applicant  A. O. Tubb 
 
Date Applied 12.10.03 
 
Area, acres 26.1.22 
 
Rental       £3/7/6 
 
Gazetted  27.1.04 
 
Employment- First 6 months  4 
                       Subsequently 12 
 
Expired 
 
OTHER  26.1.05 x Plain- more difficulty floating Co than expected 
  15.6.06 transfer to Union & Dorrit Gold Mining Co NL  
 
SUSPENSIONS 4.10.04 3 m 
  23.1.05 refused 
  23.3.10 3 m 
  13.8.12 3 m 
  16.6.15 3 m 
 
 
Name  Union & Grant Consol 
 
Location  W Grant 
 
Lease Number 5265 
 



Applicant  Palme Francis Seymour,  January Mathew Kerrigan 
 
Date Applied 3.12.34 
 
Area, acres 250 
 
Investment   £1 000 
 
Abandoned  13.5.36 
 
 
also Gippsland leases 180, 294, 530, 1601 and 2643 
 
 
UNION Battery    Crooked R   1445 673 
 
 Located at the junction of Teutonia Creek with Mornington Creek. 
 A battery was first put in here in early 1860’s but removed a few years later. In 1876 the Sons of 
Freedom, operating the Union, Little Dorrit, Italian, Vulcan etc, ertected a battery and in 1877 erected the 
tramway. 
 An inclined tramway came down the steep slope of the southern side of Union spur to the battery. Its 
course could not be distinguished, although presumably it came in opposite the landing above the battery. 
Trolley wheels are locared just above the junction some distance away, but these could have come off the side 
of the tramway.  
 It appears a road was cut down the precipitous Teutonia Creek to the battery from Grant which woud 
have enabled other mines to crush there. 
 

Original research by  Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.

Dovetailed box, explosives, has turned to a soggy, fungal  
mass,  as has the wooden wedge below.



 
 
 Original drawing by, and the Copyright property of, Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



    

 
 

    

 
 

                   Stonework up Mornington Ck                                                          Bogies from inclined tramway 

                   Battery artifacts 

Original photographs by  Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



    

 
 

                                 Platform above sand dump 
 

Mines Register 
 
148 Grant Union Ck   1873 9 10 James  Gladstone machine  site former 
Union machine site 
46 Grant   Union 1877 3 28 James  Ra...one machine site 
13 Grant    1890 11 11 Matthew Muir machine site of 2 a 
formerly occupied by Treasure Hill plqant, Good Luck Ck 
71 Grant Mornington  1894 11 19 Henry Scrivener 2 a machinery site- 
source Mornington Ck 
87 Grant  Treasure Hill 1896 6 29 Henry Harrison mill site 2 a; junction  
Mornington & Township Ck 
 
Gippsland Mercury 
 
 
Newspaper Reports  
 
1865, January 21 The Prospecting claim Union has received the whole of its machinery, and will no doubt be the first to 
commence crushing. -Gippsland Times  
 
1865, February 8 On Wednesday morning, the whistle of the Union engine was heard, and the stampers commenced to play. 
Everything was done quietly, and few of the township people knew when the machine would begin, but towards evening about 

Original research and photographs by  Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.



100 people assembled to witness the stampers in motion. The proprietors supplied any amount of P. B. and other liquors, and 
Mr Peter White, of the Albion Hotel, opened a case of champagne………..and drank to the success of the machine and the Union 
company. I believe the general christening will take place in about a fortnight. Considering the rapidity in which the whole plant 
was put together, the engineers, Messrs Wallace and Sullivan- deserve great credit for their skill and energy. The engine is 12 
hp, driving eight head of stampers and works smoothly.  The first crushing will not be declared before next Saturday week; but 
the shareholders are sanguine that the result will be satisfactory.  The stone at present being crushed belongs to the Union 
party, who have over 300 tons at grass. The Moonlight, the Little Dorrit and the Italian, as well as the Belfast and the Morning 
Star reefs will be able to crush at the same mill. The next machine in operation will probably be the Victoria. -Gippsland Times 
 
1865, April 1 The Union machine has just finished crushing the first lot of stone for the Little Dorrit. The crushing fully 
satisfied the expectations of the shareholders. They do not, however, intend to crush at the Union machine again until blankets 
and copper plates are added, as, under the present system of crushing, it is considered impossible to save the fine gold. The 
Teutonia is at present crushing at the Union, and is expected to realise profitably.-Gippsland Times 
 
1865, May 27 The Union machine has been at a standstill for the past fortnight, the engineer being at Morse’s Creek; no 
result of crushing can consequently be published from the Union, Little Dorrit, Moonlight or Teutonia reefs for a few weeks yet. 
-Gippsland Times 
 
1867, January 24 The Union Company’s engine for the Evening Star reef, will leave here in the early part of next week. -
Gippsland Times 
 
1875, January 30 The bushfires in this region have pretty near exhausted themselves, for very good reason but little is left to 
burn, as the whole country for miles around has been laid under contribution, and “black country” would be no misnomer for it.  
Even the creeks are no longer” wearing of the green”. Grass can now be quoted at a premium, and charcoal at a decided 
discount. The devouring element has been somewhat rough on mining plants, as in addition to the destruction of the Western 
battery, the Kent drum and hopper and about 100 yards of the tramway have been destroyed; also all that remained of the old 
Union battery.-Gippsland Mercury  
 
1875, September 20 The manager of the Sons of Freedom reports- I have to report that we have been at work for some days 
past making a tramway down to the battery. We have erected a viaduct across the creek and laid down all the sleepers ready for 
the rails. The sawyers have commenced cutting rails and material for the hopper, so that in the course of five or six weeks, the 
beak will be erected and the hood finished ready to lower down quartz. We have about 200 tons (not at grass) at the surface 
ready to be sent to the mill. We have to employ bullock drays to … the beak and wire rope on the ground from the old Britannia 
in a few days. -Gippsland Mercury 

 

Original research by  Fred Sargent, 2016. Used with permission.

Artifacts on and beside mullock heap.



General Caveats 

Because of the intervening years and rapid regrowth, sites described in these pages may no 
longer be easily or safely visited. 

Adits and shafts may be unstable, or contain foul air. We do not recommend entering adits or 
shafts.

Your preparation should include a carefully prepared backpack. 

In particular please note:- 

Walking in the Grant area, off defined tracks is dangerous. In at many places we found shafts 
hidden, with no visible mullock;  One of these is in the gully where you would naturally walk from 
the road to the Union adit, and looks as if it may be an air shaft about 30m deep. Another is on 
Britannia spur between upper and lower Britannia adits. Probably the deepest shaft, with fish-fern 
covering the shaft, is at the Hibernia.

At this altitude, even in summer, the weather can change in an instant from fine and warm to an 
icy blizzard. Take appropriate clothes in your backpack. 

The steepness of spurs, and remoteness of sites, requires fitness. Finding some of these mines 
is nothing like bush walking on formed and known trails. 

In particular, the amount of water you will need through a Summer’s day is more than you may 
think. A couple of water purifying pills in the pack is good insurance.

Isolation means help is not going to be easy to find. Plan accordingly. Leave accurate maps of 
your intentions. Arrange for adequate communications, including a personal distress beacon. 

Carry a GPS and maps, with a backup compass. Some gullies are so steep your GPS, distress 
beacon, or sat-phone will not work correctly. 

Snakes are not a real problem, except that on traversing steep slopes, your head may be very 
close to “baskers.” 

We have stumbled across huge European Wasp nests. Disturbing one may be a disaster. Wear a 
hat with a drop net, and have anti-histamine pills in your pack. Not equal to an epi-pen, but may 
be sufficient to save a  life. (NOT medical advice, sek your own, just noting what I do!) 

Stumbles, trips and slips possibly present the greatest worry. A broken bone in isolated country is 
a major! Consider a walking party size of at least four for remote walks.

Some adits have a winze (shaft) in the floor. Carry a good torch! 

Some regrowth is so thick that visibility may only be a metre. Keep together! 

Of concern to many who now walk in remote bush is the wild dog, or more particularly, packs of 
wild cross bred dogs. How you prepare for this is up to you. I see the air horn is popular in the 
USA, but I now carry lightweight take-apart rifle.  

Essential! Learn to use a walking pole. The extra balance point and leverage makes 
descending steep slopes easy. 



(General caveat, continued)
Parks Victoria warns against entering mines.

Apart from danger from rock falls, we again draw your attention to hazards that may not
be evident.

1. Winze on the floor of an adit, covered with planks that are now  rotten. Photo, below right is 
on the floor of the Triumph adit.

2. Shafts not marked, or not evident.
   Example:- As you walk off the Union Spur Track down the gully to the Union mine, 
there is an air shaft, about 30m deep. It has absolutely no mullock heap  to flag its presence. 
Photo, below left,  was taken after the fires, but at our last visit this shaft is hidden in light 
bracken.  

3. Erosion around open cuts. This picture below shows a one metre overhang (located between 
the Union adit and Grant township), which if walked on would dump you 6m down an open stope.  
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