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Among the sacred writings of the Apostle 
Paul, he warned Timothy to remain 
steadfast in the faith because, “This know 
also, that in the last days perilous times 
shall come” (II Tim. 3:1).  In Biblical 
chronology, ‘the last days’ began in the 
first century after the ascension of our 
Lord.  Then the days in which we are living 
are definitely included in the ‘last day’ 
time frame.  Paul warned us that these days 
would be characterized as ‘perilous,’ which 
means ‘difficult’ or ‘grievous.’

In the light of constant crisis situations 
in our nation, the prophecy of Paul sure 
fits our age and condition.  The tensions 
that exist between foreign nations always 
seem to be added to the backs of the 
American taxpayers. From the job of 
fighting terrorism worldwide to alleviating 
the plight of third world nations seems to 
be a self imposed task upon the federal 
government, the U.S. Armed Forces and 
the American economy.  Then there are 
natural disasters, beyond man’s control, 
causing additional difficulties on our 
personal and national life which creates 
perilous times in which to live.

It is the social, moral and economic 
problems that are direct results of our 
national and personal transgressions 
against the Law of God, plus our arrogant 
rejection of the lordship of Jesus Christ. 
The Apostle John said that “sin is the 
transgression of the law” (I John 3:4).  
Yet there are thousands of preachers 
who declare that God’s Law of moral 
commandments and civil statutes are null 
and void.  Thus the watchmen whom God
                     has appointed over the House
                           of Israel (America is one
                            of the covenant nations of 

the true House of Israel) are as dumb dogs 
who cannot bark (Isa. 56:10-12).

What are the causes of wars?  They are 
not natural disasters outside of man’s 
control.  Wars are man-made.  As the 
adage goes; “war is a rich man’s game and 
a poor man’s fight.”  The evils of politics 
and monetary greed are two causes of war 
because, “war is politics with bloodshed 
and politics is war without bloodshed.”  
Wars have been generated by international 
money barons and banking houses in 
answer to economic depressions and to 
reap vast profits for their own coffers.  
They gleefully rub their hands together 
counting their money while our fathers, 
brothers and sons are bleeding on the 
battlefield and arrive home in flag draped 
caskets.

As we watch our evening newscast, our 
hearts break as we see weeping mothers 
and wives being handed folded American 
flags that once covered the casket of 
their loved one.  All this heartache, yet 
our political leaders still call for more 
war. Fighting to protect our homeland is 
justified, but fighting prolonged wars in 
foreign regional squabbles and to increase 
corporate profit is immoral. 

For all this we ask, “Where is the justice 
of God?”  When will He vindicate the 
innocent?  We can fully agree with 
Friedrich Von Logau in his epigram:  
“Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet 
they grind exceeding small; though with 
patience He stands waiting, with exactness 
grinds He all.”
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For additional ministry articles, available books and booklets log 
on to truthinhistory.org. Our material may be ordered on-line by 
clicking on ‘books’ and ‘one click donations’ may be made to Truth 
In History from our web site.  Weekly sermons available on the 
home page.  Just click on the icon for ‘Weekly Sermon’.

VIDEO STREAMING
All our television programs are available for viewing on our  
web site at any time. Check our home page under ‘television’.

TELEVISION PROGRAMS Watch us on Sky Angel One on the Dish Network 

(channel 262) and on Sky Angel IPTV each Sunday at 9:30 AM Eastern  time.

TESTIMONIALS
“I want to thank you for your program. My husband and I thank God that someone 
is willing to speak out against church traditions. I was very interested in the 
programs on Christian symbols and the crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord 
Jesus. Praise God for the changes that watching this program has made in my life.”
Gina via E-mail

“Thank you for your Sunday programs.  You have inspired me to study my Bible more indepth. I look 
forward to your future lessons; I just wish they were longer.”
Jane in Alabama

“Thank the Lord Jesus Christ for the light He has given you.  I thank you for putting this together in a way 
that I understand. Your messages touch me and your ministry is important and timely.”
Harry and Linda in Colorado

“Your magazine is very special to me and I look forward to receiving them.”
Dorothy in Washington

“It is good to listen to somebody that will teach God’s Word and stay in the Bible.”
Raymond in Virginia

                                                                                          Some Jewish scholars and historians are questioning the invention of 
the Jewish “chosen people” myth and the so-called Biblical right of the Israeli Zionist state.   
In his book, The Invention Of The Jewish People, Tel Aviv history professor Shlomo Sand gives the following quote:

“Israel’s Declaration of Independence states that the Jewish people arose in the Land of Israel and was exiled from its 
homeland.  Every Israeli schoolchild is taught that this happened during the period of the Roman rule, in 70 CE [AD].  The 
nation remained loyal to its land, to which it began to return after two millennia of exile. Wrong, says the historian Shlomo 
Sand, in one of the most fascinating and challenging books published here in a long time.  There never was a Jewish people, 
only a Jewish religion, and the exile [of 70 AD] also never happened—hence there was no return.”    Tom Segev

DID YOU KNOW...
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THE PEACE ARCH
by Charles A. Jennings
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On the front cover of this magazine is 
a picture of the beautiful Peace Arch 
which symbolizes the spirit of peace 
and brotherhood existing between the 
two great nations of the United States 
and Canada.  This arch was the work 
of Samuel Hill which was dedicated 
on September 6, 1921.  On that day, 
he declared;” war satisfies neither the 
victors nor the vanquished.  Perfect 
peace alone satisfies.”

For 89 years this monument has 
stood as a reminder to the people of 
the United States, Canada and the 
world, of the bond of brotherhood 
and common origin of our two 
great nations.  It is located in Peace 
Arch Park on the United States 
and Canadian border between the 
cities of Blaine, Washington and 
Surrey, British Columbia.  The 
structure stands 67.2 feet tall and 
commemorates the signing of the 
Treaty of Ghent in Belgium on 
December 24, 1814 which ended the 
War of 1812 between Great Britain 
and the United States.  In 1817 an 
agreement was signed which provided 
for naval disarmament on the Great 
Lakes and an unfortified frontier 
border of 4,000 miles between the 
U. S. and Canada.

Within the park is a major 
border crossing which has 
never been closed, which also 
symbolizes the long history of 
peace between the two nations.  
Within the two vertical uprights 
of the arch, is located iron gates 
hinged on either side of the 
border with the inscription;

 “May These Gates Never Be Closed.”

The inscriptions on each side of 
the arch’s horizontal band not only 
represent a civil peace, but a strong 
reminder of a common ethnic origin 
with Biblical significance.  The 
inscription on the U.S. side reads; 
“CHILDREN OF A COMMON 
MOTHER.” This clearly indicates the 
common origin of the thousands of 
people from Great Britain who settled 
North America.  Here, our two great 
nations developed simultaneously as 
they conquered the western frontiers, 
formed states and provinces, set up 
their respective governments and 
became two mighty ‘children’ of their 
mother country – Great Britain.

This common ancestry of nations is 
reminiscent of the Biblical nations 
of Israel and Judah. Even though 
they divided in dispute into separate 
nations, they still had their common 
ethnic roots in Abraham their father 
and Sarah their mother.  Of Sarah’s 
posterity; “God said unto Abraham, 
As for Sarai thy wife, thou shalt not 

call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall 
her name be. And I will bless her, and 
give thee a son also of her: yea, I will 
bless her, and she shall be a mother 
of nations; kings of people shall be of 
her” (Gen. 17:15-16).  Of Rebekah, a 
common mother of Israel and Judah, 
the blessing given by her family was; 
“Thou art our sister, be thou the 
mother of thousands of millions, and 
let thy seed possess the gate of those 
which hate them” (Gen. 24:60).

The inscription on the Canadian side 
reads;   “BRETHREN DWELLING 
TOGETHER IN UNITY.”  Here 
again is a strong similarity and 
an evident reminder of the two 
sons of Joseph who were given 
a divine promise of blessing by 
their grandfather Jacob. A parallel 
application of the promise of spiritual 
and material prosperity given to 
Ephraim and Manasseh in Genesis 
48:19-20; 49:22-26 are fitting of 
God’s abundant blessings to the 
United States and Canada. Surely, 
these two great nations have fulfilled 
the prophecy concerning Ephraim 
and Manasseh, given by Moses 

when he said: “His glory is 
like the firstling of his 
bullock, and his horns 
are like the horns of 
unicorns: with them he 
shall push the people 
together to the ends 
of the earth: and they 
are the ten thousands 
of Ephraim, and they 
are the thousands of 
Manasseh”  
(Deut. 33:17).



TRUTHINHISTORY.ORG  /  SEPTEMBER 2010 �

As our western society 
becomes less Christian in 
its traditional values and 

more secular in its approach to 
important issues of life, cremation 
or burial of one’s remains is now 
a major decision.  The criteria for 
decision making on this issue is 
now being controlled by secular 
sources for both the Christian and 
non Christian.    The reasons given 
in favor of cremation are based upon 
ecological and economic attitudes 
of expediency.  Even among some 
Christians, their decision in this 
matter reveals a lack of sanctity for 
the human body and an ignorance 
of the principles of Holy Scripture.  
It is evident that the influences of 
pagan religions have now invaded 
Western Christian thought patterns 
to the extent that Christianity is 
playing a lesser role even within 
the confines of the institutionalized 
church.  

Some of the reasons now given in 
favor of voluntary cremation are the 
following:  1) Convenience for the 
remaining family members.  This 
idea is promoted on the basis that 
it eliminates some of the difficult 
decisions for the grieving family.  
In essence, it is a shirking of family 
responsibility toward the deceased 
loved one and acquiescing to 
the suggestions of a professional 
advisor.  2) Sanitation in an 
ecological conscious society.  It 
is recommended on the biological 
standpoint that it is a ready riddance 
of disease, therefore it helps to 
preserve the planet.  More and 
more the ‘mother earth’ theory 
which is part of the Geha religion 
is dictating the lifestyles of an 

increasing number of people.  3) 
Economic affordability  is a very 
convincing argument in favor of 
cremation.  This factor alone is 
enough to tip the scales of a person’s 
decision in order to avoid any 
financial burden for themselves or 
remaining family members.  No 
doubt, it is the cheapest legal way 
to discharge life’s last responsibility 
towards one’s self or loved one.  
4)  Available space is also a factor 
in promoting cremation.  This 
is especially critical in densely 
populated cities where cemetery 
space is at a premium.

CREMATION IS PAGAN

Voluntary cremation has always 
been a part of some pagan religions, 
such as Hinduism and Buddhism.  
The ancient decadent Greek and 
Roman cultures practiced legal 
cremation of their dead due to their 
paganized concept of the body.  
Their priority belief was on the 
immortality of the soul and minimal 
value of the body.  The modern 
legalized practice of abortion of 
the unborn is an equivalent to the 
heathen practice of cremation in that 
it shows a complete disrespect for 
the physical creation of God.  One 
practice is at the beginning of life 
and the other is at the end of one’s 
life. 

The practice of the customary 
burning of bodies was conducted 
by the paganized Canaanites in 
the worship of their idols, Molech 
and Chemosh.  God forbid this 
despicable practice to take place 
among the Israelites in that He listed 
it with witchcraft of various forms.  

The command was, “When thou art 
come into the land which the LORD 
thy God giveth thee, thou shalt not 
learn to do after the abominations 
of those nations. There shall not 
be found among you any one that 
maketh his son or his daughter 
to pass through the fire, or that 
useth divination, or an observer of 
times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 
Or a charmer, or a consulter with 
familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a 
necromancer. For all that do these 
things are an abomination unto 
the LORD: and because of these 
abominations the LORD thy God 
doth drive them out from before 
thee” (Deut. 18:9-12).

In the Bible, we see that it was a 
sign of dishonor to deny someone a 
burial.  It was due to a curse upon a 
person that their body was destroyed 
by a means other than that of natural 
decomposition or burial in the earth.  
Because of Achan’s disobedient 
act of stealing the forbidden items, 
he was cursed to be destroyed by 
fire.  God said; “And it shall be, that 
he that is taken with the accursed 
thing shall be burnt with fire, he 
and all that he hath: because he 
hath transgressed the covenant of 
the LORD, and because he hath 
wrought folly in Israel” (Joshua 
7:15).

Because of the gross wickedness of 
King Jehoiakim, Ahab and Jezebel, 
they or their posterity were denied a 
customary burial. Their bodies were 
discarded like an animal (Jer. 22:19) 
or devoured by dogs or the fowls of 

(continued)

CREMATION OR BURIAL?
by Charles A. Jennings

What does the Bible  Say?
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the air (I Kings 21:17-24).  One of 
the sins that the Lord held against 
the King of Moab was that he burned 
the bones of the King of Edom into 
lime (Amos 2:1).  Even though the 
Moabites were not covenant people, 
God still disapproved of this act of 
cremation. 

The use of annihilating fire or 
cremation is reserved for God 
Himself.  This was proven in the fiery 
destruction of Sodom, Gomorrah 
and the cities of the plain for their 
gross wickedness (Gen. 19:1-29).  
Consuming fire is a symbol of God’s 
wrath upon the wicked that is yet to 
be poured out in the future revelation 
of Jesus Christ (II Thess.1:7-8).

BIBLICAL EXAMPLES

There are sufficient examples in both 
the Old and New Testaments to prove 
that the ancient Hebrew/Israelite 
method of handling the dead was by 
burial.  This method was a means of 
honoring not only a beloved family 
member, but to show respect to the 
physical body as a creation of God.  
The example of the father of the 
covenant people alone is enough to 
show us God’s will concerning either 
burial or cremation.  

Upon the death of Sarah his wife, 
Abraham purchased the cave of 
Machpelah for four hundred shekels 
of silver for the express purpose 
of having a burying ground for his 
family (Gen. 23:1-20).  Abraham 
himself was eventually buried in 
that family cemetery next to his wife 
(Gen. 25:5-10).  In Jacob’s charge to 
his sons he affectionately recalled the 
members of his ancestral family that 
                       were buried in the cave
                          of Machpelah.  He 
                              charged his sons 

to bury him in the same cave so that 
he would rest with those he loved, his 
grandparents, Abraham and Sarah; his 
parents, Isaac and Rebekah and his 
wife Leah (Gen. 49:28-32).  Moses 
recorded that Jacob’s “sons carried 
him into the land of Canaan, and 
buried him in the cave of the field of 
Machpelah, which Abraham bought 
with the field for a possession of a 
buryingplace of Ephron the Hittite, 
before Mamre” (Gen. 50:13).

Being interred in burial in the family 
cemetery as the final resting place 
is the last physical connection that 
is made with one’s beloved earthly 
relatives.  It is one’s last act of 
affection towards those with whom 
you lived and loved while in health 
and enjoying the happy days gone 
by.  Cremation denies one this 
last expression of affection and 
connection both with ancestors and 
descendants. 

When Rachel, the beloved wife of 
Jacob died after leaving Bethel, she 
was buried near Bethlehem.  There 
“Jacob set a pillar upon her grave: 
that is the pillar of Rachel’s grave 
unto this day”  (Gen. 35:16-20).  The 
pillar that Jacob set over her grave 
was a memorial stone for generations 
to remember her.  Where is a 
memorial marker over the scattered 
ashes of a loved one that has been 
cremated?

Another example of Hebrew burial 
was at the death of Rebekah’s nurse.  
“Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse died, and 
she was buried beneath Bethel under 
an oak: and the name of it was called 
Allonbachuth” (Gen. 35:8).    This 
burial location was so named because 
it means “the oak of weeping.”  A 
definite location of burial allows for 
the memory of the living relatives 

and friends of the deceased to recall 
a time and place where the family 
gathered to say goodbye to their 
departed loved one. Friends and 
family can also return to that location 
to pay respect for generations to 
come. Cremation cheats remaining 
friends and family out of this 
opportunity.  In cremation there is no 
place of honor for future generations 
to return to.

When the patriarch Joseph was at the 
end of his life, he gave a prophetic 
utterance concerning the deliverance 
of the children of Israel from 
Egyptian bondage.  He also charged 
his brethren to take his bones with 
them in their departure from Egypt.  
His body was embalmed and placed 
in a coffin (Gen. 50:24-26).  His body 
was later buried as recorded in Joshua 
24:32.  “And the bones of Joseph, 
which the children of Israel brought 
up out of Egypt, buried they in 
Shechem, in a parcel of ground which 
Jacob bought of the sons of Hamor 
the father of Shechem for an hundred 
pieces of silver: and it became 
the inheritance of the children of 
Joseph.”

Miriam, the sister of Moses and 
Aaron died and was buried in 
Kadesh (Num. 20:1).  One amazing 
example of burial is that of Moses.  
Deuteronomy 34:5-6 indicates 
that the Lord Himself buried him.  
“Moses the servant of the LORD died 
there in the land of Moab, according 
to the word of the LORD.  And he 
buried him in a valley in the land of 
Moab, over against Bethpeor: but no 
man knoweth of his sepulchre unto 
this day.”   Joshua, the servant of 
the Lord was buried in the land of 
his inheritance (Joshua 24:29-30).   
Burial can also be an expression of 
one’s connection with the family 
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inheritance and home-place where his 
or her life was spent.  The scattered 
ashes due to cremation lack that land 
and home connection affinity.  In 
the death and burial of the prophet 
Samuel indicates that it was no doubt 
customary to return and bury one’s 
body in his or her hometown (I Sam. 
25:1).  One short account of the death 
and burial of Stephen speaks volumes 
concerning the life and testimony of 
this saint of God.  It says that “devout 
men carried Stephen to his burial 
and made great lamentation over 
him”  (Acts 8:2).  It was a privilege 
of Godly and devout Christian men 
of faith to carry the body of this saint 
that had given his life in defense of 
Jesus Christ.  Cremation was not even 
an option in this case.

Our supreme example of the will of 
God in discharging our responsibility 
at the death of a loved one is our Lord 
Jesus Himself.  It was prophesied by 
Isaiah that Jesus would die and His 
body be buried. “He made his grave 
with the wicked” (Isa. 53:9).  The 
account of the burial of the body 
of Jesus is that “This man [Joseph 
of Arimathaea] went unto Pilate, 
and begged the body of Jesus.  And 
he took it down, and wrapped it in 
linen, and laid it in a sepulchre that 
was hewn in stone, wherein never 
man before was laid”  (Luke 23:52-
53).  Jesus said that when Mary 
anointed His feet with the ointment of 
spikenard; “let her alone: against the 
day of my burying hath she kept this” 
(John 12:7).

In connection with the death of our 
Savior is His bodily resurrection that 
occurred three days and three nights 
later.  The traditional Christian burial 
is an anticipation and expectation of 
the resurrection from the dead that 
everyone will some day experience.  

Burial indicates a respect for the 
physical body that as a creation of 
God.  The Lord created our physical 
bodies out of the dust of the ground 
and therefore expects our bodies to 
return to the dust from whence  we 
were created.  As part of the curse 
placed upon Adamic man, God 
declared: “In the sweat of thy face 
shalt thou eat bread, till thou return 
unto the ground; for out of it wast 
thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto 
dust shalt thou return” (Gen. 3:19).

THE SANCTITY OF THE BODY

One of the spiritual truths that was 
taught by the Apostle Paul was the 
sanctity of the physical body of the 
Christian believer.  He declared; 
“What? know ye not that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Ghost which is 
in you, which ye have of God, and ye 
are not your own?  For ye are bought 
with a price: therefore glorify God in 
your body, and in your spirit, which 
are God’s” (I Cor. 6:19-20).

By right of God’s creation of the 
body, He also possesses the right of 
ownership.  The physical body of the 
believer is the holy temple (naos) of 
the Spirit of God.  Therefore every 
believer should respect the temple of 
God both in life and in death.  The 
Christian’s body has been purchased 
by the supreme sacrifice of Jesus on 
the cross.  This price of redemption 
was paid by the willing sacrifice of 
the body of our Savior.  

The Apostle Paul again stresses 
the sanctity of the body by saying; 
“Know ye not that ye are the temple 
of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwelleth in you?  If any man defile the 
temple of God, him shall God destroy; 
for the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are” (I Cor. 3:16-17).

From earliest times in Hebrew/
Israelite culture, burial has been a 
private and public testimony of a 
belief in a future resurrection.  This 
was the assurance of Job when 
he declared; “For I know that my 
redeemer liveth, and that he shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth:   
And though after my skin worms 
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall 
I see God:   Whom I shall see for 
myself, and mine eyes shall behold, 
and not another; though my reins be 
consumed within me”   
(Job 19:25-27).

The clear implication of Job is that his 
body was buried and not consumed 
by fire, because he referred to his 
body being destroyed by worms.  
This indicates the natural process of 
decomposition.  According to  divine 
standards it is a sign of respect for 
the deceased to receive an honorable 
burial.  The sign of supreme dishonor 
is for the deceased not to receive a 
burial and especially for the body 
to be burned and consumed by fire.   
Cremation is not a Christian practice 
in that it dishonors the temple of God 
in reducing it to ashes.  When the 
body is buried, it returns back to the 
dust according to the laws of nature 
as an act of God.  Cremation is an 
act of man in that it is performed 
by a voluntary decision based on 
convenience and the financial 
expediency of the moment. 

The burial place of the dead, 
especially the sainted dead is 
considered sacred ground.  It has been 
estimated that multiplied thousands 
of Christians during the first century 
were buried in the subterranean 
passages under the city of Rome. 

(continued)
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No doubt, it would have been more 
expedient to have had these bodies 
cremated.  The Church of the first 
century is a clear example.  Even 
during a time of severe persecution 
of the Christian faith, the Christians 
maintained their belief in the sanctity 
of their physical bodies as being the 
temple of the Holy Spiriti.  Moses and 
the children of Israel cared for and 
transported the bones of Joseph for 
over forty years until they reached the 
Promised Land.  What a noble deed.   
A Christian burial is one’s silent 
testimony of the assurance of a bodily 
resurrection at the time of our Lord’s 
return to earth.  Jesus said; “Marvel 
not at this: for the hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves 
shall hear his voice,  And shall come 
forth; they that have done good, unto 
the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection 
of damnation” (John 5:28-29).  Jesus 
referred to those who were “in the 
graves.”

At the resurrection of Jesus, Matthew 
records that “the graves were opened; 
and many bodies of the saints which 
slept arose,   And came out of the 
graves after his resurrection, and 
went into the holy city, and appeared 
unto many” (Matt. 27:52-53).

Cremation of the body has 
traditionally been a pagan practice.  
The Lord has reserved the means of 
destruction by fire as a sign of His 
contempt for the abominable idols 
of the heathen.  He declared; “The 
graven images of their gods shall ye 
burn with fire” (Deut. 7:25).  The 
Lord gave this command to the 
children of Israel so that they would 
not learn or practice the ways of 
                             the heathen. 
                           Jeremiah declared: 

“Thus saith the LORD, Learn not the 
way of the heathen” (Jer. 10:2).

Christians should strongly reject 
all areas of pagan practices and 
concepts that have invaded our land 
and the church today.  Our decisions 
concerning life and death should 
be based on the divine revelation 
of God’s Word.  One humanistic 

concept is the foolish notion that by 
cremation of the body one will escape 
the resurrection and therefore will 
avoid facing God as their judge.  God 
is able to bring even the ashes back 
together for judgment.  As Christians 
we rest in hope that not only our spirit 
and soul will be redeemed, but also 
our body will be redeemed from the 
power of the grave. 

BARBARIANISM
By J.W. Fraser

A mother was kind and gentle and true,
Had three little angels; oh, how they grew;

With dimples and curls, and contagious smiles;
Were fat and chubby: at play they ran miles.

They were healthy and happy and winsome, too:
Were the loveliest darlings this mother knew.

This charmed mother was a willing slave.
Her three from disease she fought to save.

She toiled all day and nursed all night,
And put up for them a terrific fight.

Through the help of God and by her care,
He raised them up in answer to prayer.

 
With mother’s help they grew mature;

Men and maiden were taught to be pure.
The three all married and moved away.

With the promise to return some better day.
Mother became lonely and rather poor.

She rented a room on a Rue Lefleur.
 

Her form was stooped, her face was drawn,
Her hair was grey and her children gone.
She fainted one day while on the street,
And could stand no more upon her feet.
That saintly mother, with a love so true,

Was left alone to battle through.
 

She was weak and sick with none to care,
Not even a friend to say a prayer.

But God’s angels came and took her home,
That forsaken woman, so sad and lone.

This mother, who was once a willing slave,
Was denied the favour of an earthly grave.

 
The one-time dimpled and angelic three,

Were now cold and cruel, as you will see;
For they ordered her body reduced to ashes,
The cheapest disposal, the burial of asses.

A pagan ordeal, so godless and cruel;
Don’t treat your mother as you would a mule!



One of the seemingly difficulties of 
the Bible is the true genetic or ethnic 
identity of Zipporah, the wife of Moses.  
The common misconception among 
many Christians is that Moses married 
a woman from the modern country that 
we know of today as Ethiopia, formerly 
called Abyssinia.  The answer to this 
difficulty is in identifying the location of 
the land of Ethiopia during Bible times 
and the correct translation of the original 
Hebrew word, which was ‘Cush’ and not 
Ethiopia. 

  In Numbers 12 we read, “And Miriam 
and Aaron spake against Moses 
because of the Ethiopian woman whom 
he had married: for he had married 
an Ethiopian woman.”  According to 
Strong’s Concordance #3568 and 3569 
the word Ethiopia is translated ‘Cush’ 
which was the name of the son of Ham, 
the son of Noah (Gen. 10:6). 

The Jewish Encyclopedia gives three 
locations for the geographical areas 
known as Ethiopia. “The translation in 
the authorized version, following the 
ancient versions, of  a name covering 
three different countries and peoples, 
viz: 1) Ethiopia proper; 2) parts of 
northern Arabia; and 3) the regions east 
of  Babylonia.”  P. 258  

The Wycliffe Bible Encyclopedia 
identifies the land of Cush as; “The 
people and land of Cush.   The word is 
usually but not consistently translated 
Ethiopia in the King James Version.  The 
designation of Ethiopia is misleading, 
for it did not refer to the modern state 
of Ethiopia or Abyssinia.  The Biblical 
Cush (Egyptian Kosh) bordered Egypt 
on the S, the land of Nubia or modern 
Sudan.”   Vol. 1 p. 411

 Moses’ wife which was referred to as 
the Ethiopian woman was also referred 
to as being from the land of Midian, 
Exodus 2:15-22.  She was living in 
the land that was settled by Midian, 
who was a son of Abraham through 
Keturah (Gen. 25:1-2).   Under the entry,  

ETHIOPIAN WOMAN, the Wycliffe 
Bible Encyclopedia gives the following 
explanation.  “The Cushite wife of 
Moses is so described in Numbers 12:1 
(see RSV).  Miriam and Aaron rebuked 
Moses for assuming authority beyond 
that which they possessed, and criticized 
his marriage to a person who was not 
of their national background, possibly 
lowering his prestige in the eyes of his 
contemporaries.  

“Two solutions are suggested for the 
problem of the Cushite woman.  First, 
Zipporah, Moses’ Midianitish wife 
(Exodus 2:21), may have been called 
by this title.  The name Cush has been 
applied to the territory stretching from 
Assyria on the E to Ethiopia on the 
W and S.  The exploits of Nimrod, a 
descendent of Cush, in establishing 
Nineveh, are described in Genesis 
8:10-11.  However, this term was never 
widely applied to this whole territory.  
Arabia may be recognized by the term 
Cush in I Chron. 1:9 and by the related 
term Cushan in Habakkuk 3:7.  Thus, the 
term Ethiopian woman may reflect the 
fact that Zipporah came from a part of 
Arabia.”  Vol. 1,  p. 556. 

The commentary concerning the 
reference to the “priest of Midian” of 
Exodus 2:16, Finis J. Dake wrote the 
following. “Jethro was chief of a large 
tribe and as such exercised the right of 
priestly functions for his people, as did 
Melchizedek (Gen. 14) and Job (Job 1).  
What Moses learned from Jethro is not 
stated, but they had common knowledge 
of their ancestors and many traditions 
of the family of Abraham, from whom 
both had descended  -  one through Isaac 
and Jacob, and the other through Midian 
(Gen. 25:1-7).”  Dakes Annotated 
Reference Bible p. 66

Dake again gives commentary 
concerning the ‘Ethiopian’ woman 
whom Moses married as recorded in 
Numbers 12:1.  “Heb. Kuyshiy, Cushite, 
or descendant of Cush, a son of Ham.   
Moses married a Midianite, a daughter 

of the priest of Midian.  The land of 
Midian in Arabia was the land of Cush 
as well as Ethiopia because one branch 
of Cush settled there in ancient times.  
Midian was a son of Abraham through 
Keturah (Gen. 25:1-4).  Therefore, 
Moses married a descendent of the son 
of Abraham, and not a member of the 
Negro race, as some think.  She was 
simply a Cushite because of dwelling in 
the land of Cush., in the same sense that 
a German or an Italian is an American 
because of citizenship and dwelling in 
America.  Just as being an American 
does not identify one as to color and 
race, so being a Cushite did not identify 
Zipporah as to these matters.”  P. 169

Moses’ father-in-law was a priest of a 
religious order within the family of the 
descendants of Midian.  The Wycliffe 
Bible Encyclopedia has the following 
comment under the entry, JETHRO.  
“Apparently also called Reuel (Ex. 
2:18) and Raguel (Num. 10:29).  He 
was a priest of the nomadic Midianites 
living near Mount Sinai (Ex. 2:16; 3:1; 
4:18).  A descendant of Abraham by 
Keturah (Gen. 25:1-2), he consequently 
possessed remnants of the true 
knowledge of Yahweh (Ex. 18:10-12).”  
Vol. 1 p. 556

Therefore Moses married a Midianite 
who was the daughter of the priest of 
Midian.  The land of Midian was in 
Arabia and was therefore also known 
as the land of Cush, because the Cush 
family settled there in ancient times.   
This land was mistakenly translated 
as Ethiopia.  Therefore we see where 
Moses did not marry a black woman 
of the land now known as Ethiopia as 
many people believe, but he married a 
descendant of Midian.  This Midianite 
family was living in the larger land of 
Cush which was settled by one of the 
sons of Ham, who was the son of Noah.

While Moses was in 
exile in the land of 

(continued)

WHOM DID MOSES MARRY?
by Charles Jennings

TRUTHINHISTORY.ORG  /  SEPTEMBER 2010 �



10

May 5 – Today my life began.  My parents 
do not know it yet, I am as small as a seed of 
an apple, but it is I already.  And I am to be 
a girl.  I shall have blond hair and blue eyes.  
Just about everything is settled though, even 
the fact that I shall love flowers.

May 19 – Some say that I am not a real 
person yet, that only my mommy exists.  But 
I am a real person, just as a small crumb of 
bread is yet truly bread.  My mommy is. And 
I am.

May 23 – My mouth is just beginning to open 
now.  Just think, in a year or so I shall be 
laughing and later talking.  I know what my 
first word will be: MAMA.

May 25 – My heart began to beat today all by 
itself.  From now on it shall gently beat for 
the rest of my life without ever stopping to 
rest!  And after many years it will tire.  It will 
stop, and then I shall die.

June 2 – I am growing a bit every day.  My 
arms and legs are beginning to take shape.  
But I have to wait a long time yet before 
those little legs will raise me up to my 
mommy’s arms, before these little arms will 
be able to gather flowers and embrace my 
daddy.

                         

June 12 – Tiny fingers are beginning to form 
on my hands.  Funny how small they are!  
I’ll be able to stroke my mommy’s hair with 
them.

June 20 – It wasn’t until today that the doctor 
told mommy that I am living here under her 
heart.  Oh, how happy she must be!  Are you 
happy, Mommy?

June 25 –   My mommy and daddy are 
probably thinking about a name for me.  But 
they don’t even know that I am a little girl.
I am getting so big already.

July 10 – My hair is growing.  It is smooth 
and bright and shiny.  I wonder what kind of 
hair mommy has.

July 13 – I am just about to see.  It is dark 
around me.  When mommy brings me into the 
world it will be full of sunshine and flowers.  
But what I want more than anything is to see 
my mommy.  How do you look Mommy?

July 24 – I wonder if Mommy hears the 
whispering of my heart?  Some children are 
born sick.  My heart is strong and healthy.  It 
beats; tup-tup, tup-tup.  You’ll have a healthy 
little daughter Mommy.

July 28 – Today my mommy and the doctor
. . . . . . . . killed me.

July 29 –  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~

A spiritually bankrupt United States Supreme 
Court legalized the deliberate murder of the 
unborn in the case Roe v. Wade in 1973.  In 
the last 37 years approximately 50 million 
babies have met a gruesome death in the 
murder mills of America; the nation once 
dedicated to “life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness.” The mania to slaughter the 
unborn which has been given the ‘green light’ 
by the Supreme Court is enough to subject 
the soul of America to the judgment of God.  
God help us.  God save us.

“Surely at the commandment of the LORD 
came this upon Judah, to remove them out of 
his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according 
to all that he did;   And also for the innocent 
blood that he shed: for he filled Jerusalem 
with innocent blood; which the LORD would 
not pardon.”   II Kings 24:3-4

DIARY OF AN UNBORN CHILD
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Midian, he was initially identified as an 
Egyptian by the daughters of Jethro. 
Jethro later became his father-in-law. He 
was no doubt identified as such because 
he was clothed in the traditional dress 
of Egypt where he was born and raised.   
This did not make him an Egyptian 
by family descent, because he was a 
Levite of the family of Israel.   This 
is an example of how someone can be 
misidentified by the use of an improper 
designation.  Someone could be identified 
by a geographical location, but it does not 
prove genetic or family descent. 

The complaint of Aaron and Miriam 
against Moses was prompted by their 
envy over the matter of spiritual authority.  
After complaining about Moses’ wife, 
they continued their attack by saying, 
“Hath the Lord indeed spoken only by 

Moses?  Hath He not spoken also by us?”   
(Numbers 12:1-2)  It is very obvious in 
the Scriptural text that the reason for the 
leprous curse upon Miriam was because 
she challenged Moses’ spiritual authority 
and not because she disagreed with his 
choice of a wife. 

In Numbers 18 is given an interesting and 
enlightening account of Jethro, Moses’ 
father-in-law.  Jethro brought Zipporah, 
Moses’ wife and his two sons into the 
camp of Israel to visit Moses.  After 
hearing of the miraculous deliverance of 
Israel from Egypt, Jethro made sacrifice 
and worshiped the God of Israel.  He 
no doubt was familiar with this form of 
spiritual worship, because of his ancestral 
connection with his forefather Abraham.   
Scripture records that, “And Jethro 
rejoiced for all the goodness which the 
LORD had done to Israel, whom he had 
delivered out of the hand of the Egyptians. 

And Jethro said, Blessed be the LORD, 
who hath delivered you out of the hand 
of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of 
Pharaoh, who hath delivered the people 
from under the hand of the Egyptians.  
Now I know that the LORD is greater 
than all gods: for in the thing wherein 
they dealt proudly he was above them.  
And Jethro, Moses’ father in law, took a 
burnt offering and sacrifices for God: and 
Aaron came, and all the elders of Israel, 
to eat bread with Moses’ father in law 
before God.” (Ex. 18:9-12).

Jethro then offered Moses some wise 
counsel in setting up of the judicial 
court system which Moses implemented 
in Israel (Ex. 18:13-27).  In another 
Scriptural account, Jethro is again referred 
to as a Midianite, not as an Ethiopian 
(Numbers 10:29).  It stands to reason, if 
Zipporah’s father was a Midianite, she 
also was a Midianite.  
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“I will sing unto the LORD; I will sing praise 
to the LORD God of Israel”  Judges 5:3

“I will sing unto the LORD; I will sing praise 
to the LORD God of Israel”  Judges 5:3

ROCK OF AGES
 “And that Rock was Christ” I Cor. 10:4

 
Sometimes the Lord uses the most unlikely circumstance 
to inspire men in proclaiming a Gospel truth in sermon or 
song.  This was the case in the writing of this 234 year old 
hymn written by Augustus Montague Toplady in 1776.  
The original title for this famous hymn was “A Living and 
Dying Prayer for the Holiest Believer in the World.”

Augustus Toplady was born in Farnham, County Surrey, 
England on November 4, 1740.  His father was an officer 
in the British army, who died while Augustus was an 
infant.  His mother was a remarkable woman who raised 
her son under the influence of divine grace and piety.   He 
was educated at Westminster School in London and later 
graduated from Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland.  At 
the age of sixteen while in Codymain, Ireland, he was 
converted to Christ at a religious service held in a barn.  
The ‘minister’ was an illiterate Methodist layman named 
James Morris, who delivered a heart stirring message from 
Ephesians 2:13.

Sometime later, Toplady made comment concerning his 
conversion experience by saying; “Strange that I, who 
had so long sat under the means of grace in England, 
should be brought nigh unto God in an obscure part of 
Ireland, amidst a handful of God’s people met together in 
a barn, and under the  ministry of one who could hardly 
spell his name.  Surely, this is the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvelous.”

In 1758, he became convinced of the Calvinist theology, 
which brought him in conflict with John Wesley and 
other Methodists.  He received his ministerial ordination 
with the Church of England in1762 and became vicar of 
Broadhembury in Devonshire in 1768. In 1775, Toplady 
moved to London and pastored the Orange Street Chapel, 
a French Calvinist church in Leicester Square. He pastored 
this chapel for the last two or three years of his life, which 
today is known as Orange Street Congregational Church.  
While serving at this church, he was known as a spiritual 
evangelical leader,   though a controversial opponent 
against Arminian theology.  While editor of the Gospel 
Magazine, Toplady first published the words of a poem 
refuting Arminianism which later became the well-known 
hymn “Rock of Ages.”

Throughout his short ministerial career, Toplady was 
a powerful, zealous and highly respected evangelical 
preacher.  Unfortunately, due to a frail physical 
constitution and a hard working lifestyle, he died of 
tuberculosis at the early age of thirty-eight.  Being fully 
aware of his serious illness for several months preceding 
his death, he was able to make several testimonies 
concerning his faith in Jesus Christ.  In response to 
his doctor’s report that his heart was failing, Toplady 
said: “Why, that is a good sign that my death is fast 
approaching; and blessed be God, I can add that my  
heart beats stronger and stronger every day for glory.”   
He once told a friend: “O, my dear sir, I cannot tell you the 
comforts I feel in my soul; they are past expression.  My 
prayers are all converted into praise.”  Augustus Toplady 
passed from this life into eternal glory on August 11,1778. 

“Rock of Ages” has been considered one of the most 
beloved hymns of the Christian church.  It has brought 
comfort and blessing to multiplied thousands wherever it 
has been sung; from humble street meetings to majestic 
cathedrals throughout Great Britain and North America.  
The words of this hymn have fallen upon the ears of 
derelicts in city rescue missions all the way to the Lords 
and Ladies of London while attending the funeral of Prime 
Minister William E. Gladstone in Westminster Abbey.

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;
Let the water and the blood,

From Thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure;

Save from wrath and make me pure.

Could my tears forever flow, 
Could my zeal no languor know,

These for sin could not atone;
Thou must save, and Thou alone:

In my hand no price I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling.

While I draw this fleeting breath,
When my eyes shall close in death,

When I rise to worlds unknown, 
And behold Thee on Thy throne,

Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee.
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