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Ju88    6/KG30   4D+AP   WNr 550143
Failed to return from a sortie to Hull.

Fw Rudolf Junger (F) (Missing), Ogefr Helmut Westerworth (B) (Missing), Ogefr Alfred Müller (Bf) 

(Missing), Gefr Helmut Barth (Bs) (Missing).

Ju188E-1   2/KG66   Z6+EK   WNr 260310
Believed to be the aircraft claimed shot down by Humber AA guns at 8,000 ft and crashed in sea 5 miles 

north of the Humber Light Ship. Crash witnessed by several local trawler crews.

Hptmn Walter Schmitt Stkp (F) (Missing), Lt Josef Antwerpen (B) (Missing), Uffz Wolfgang Krum (Bf) 

(Missing), Uffz Günther Struve (B) (Missing), Fw Otto Samus (Bf) (Missing). 

He177 A-3   2/KG100  6N+OK   WNr 2375
Shot down by P/O J Brochocki in a Mosquito from 307 Sqn and crashed in sea off Skegness during 

operations to Hull. The claim was confirmed by an ROC post situated at Skegness. 21.46 hrs.

Hptmn Heinrich Müller (F) (Missing), Ogefr Fritz Küchler (Bo) (Missing), Uffz Ernst Gündner (Bf) 

(Missing), Uffz Eberhard Hockauff (Bm) (Missing), Uffz Heinrich Rodenstein (Bs) (Missing), Ogefr 

Werner Utikal (Bs) (Missing).

Fighter Command Claims not attributable to a particular loss

A claim for a Ju188 destroyed was made by F/Lt J Singleton in a 25 Sqn Mosquito in the sea approx 55 

miles north-north-east of Cromer at 21.20 hrs. 

A claim for a Ju188 destroyed was made by F/Lt J Singleton in a 25 Sqn Mosquito in the sea approx 65 

miles north-north-east of Cromer at 21.27 hrs. 

Gefr. Helmut Barth, missing in 4D+AP           Uffz. Wolfgang Krum missing in Z6+EK

Two views of KG30 Junkers 88s photographed by Helmut Barth shortly before his 
death in a similar aircraft off the north-east coast of England.
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A claim for a Ju188 destroyed was made by F/Lt J Singleton in a 25 Sqn Mosquito in the sea approx 50 

miles north-north-east of Cromer at 21.33 hrs. The starboard engine of the enemy aircraft was hit and 

burst into flames, it went into a shallow dive before it hit the sea and exploded. 

A claim for a Do217 destroyed was made by F/Lt D H Greaves in a 25 Sqn Mosquito in the sea approx 

35 miles north-north-east of Cromer at 21.27 hrs. 

A claim for an He177 destroyed was made by F/Lt D H Greaves in a 25 Sqn Mosquito in the sea approx 

30 miles north-north-west of Cromer at 21.48 hrs. 

A claim was made by S/Ldr D. J. Williams DFC in a 406 Sqn Beaufighter for an He177 shot down in the 

sea 20 miles south–west of Alderney, Channel Islands at 23.32 hrs. He closed to within 300 feet and 

opened fire, whereupon both engines of the Heinkel exploded and whole aircraft burst into flames and 

dived into the sea, where it burnt for about 30 seconds. 

A claim for a Ju88 destroyed was made by F/Lt G A Holland in a 605 Sqn Mosquito near Rhine at 23.45 hrs. 

21st-22nd March 

The War-time Diary of Miss J. M. Oakman - Chelsea   Wednesday 22nd  March 1944

00.46 sirens

01.53 all clear. A very noisy time, with guns going, flares and rockets and diving planes – 
sounding uncomfortably close. The shelters are getting fuller up – There was a big fire at 
Newspaper Offices in Vauxhall Bridge Road. Somewhere in the regions of NE was another big 
fire. 100 German planes flew in behind our returning bombers. 9 were brought down. A block 
of tenement flats had a hit. HE in Paddington Station goods yard.

Whereas the Luftwaffe and British intelligence figures for bombers participating and/or 
gaining their targets had been noticeably different during the initial stages of ‘Steinbock’, 
recent statistics had begun to produce almost comparable details. For the Hull raid the 
figures for aircraft dispatched had been 131 and 120 respectively although there was still 
a wide divergence on those even gaining British territory (103 to 50). The 21st/22nd March 
effort that returned to London involved 144 aircraft, of which 123 were to be granted sortie 

‘credit’, compared to British intelligence reports of 95 aircraft crossing-in with no specified 
equivalent for crews gaining the target. However the key point of this raid, as with several 
of its predecessors, lay in the greatly diminished numbers of bombers operating in relation 
to the original strength at ‘Steinbock’s’ inception. The overall campaign was having little or 
no effect, neither upon its adversary’s war effort, nor upon its civilians’ morale. The brutal 
fact was that the undoubted gallantry of the Luftwaffe airmen, regardless of the quality of 
their navigational and bombing efforts, was providing not even a short-term benefit to their 
sadly-misguided nation’s bid to stem the Allied advance.

However dispirited the Luftwaffe airmen may have been, they still mustered for briefing. 
At Varel, where III/KG30 had just arrived that afternoon from Tulln, near Vienna, any 
prospect of relaxation for the personnel was excluded when they were ordered to hold 
themselves ready for an operation. Briefing was at 20.30 hours, 3 ½ hours after I/KG30 
based at Zwischenahn. Both units, along with nine others, were informed that the Isle of 
Dogs in London’s East End was the focus of attack, which would be marked by what were 
described as ‘Mark 50’ red flares (presumably the LC50). Bombing would be conducted 
from 14,500 feet by both Gruppen, commencing at 01.00 hours. 

The initial course was to a point slightly north of the ‘Niete’ 3 and 4 searchlights near 
Ijmuiden, at which stage the minimum altitude hitherto flown was to be increased to reach 
an operational level by the time the collection-point at 52.21N-03.08E was attained. This 
would be indicated either by ‘Lux’ buoys or white flares depending respectively upon clear 
or restricted visibility. Once over enemy territory the crews would head for a flare-marked 
point near Newmarket, and approach London from due north. ‘Knickebein’ Stations 3 (257 
degrees/0030-0110)) and 5 (276 degrees/0040-0120) would be laid on to assist in target 
approach, while 10 (025 degrees/0030-0130) marked the actual target. The return route 
angled out towards Beachy Head and across to St. Valery-en-Caux; from here II/KG30 
would head for Orly, whereas III/KG30 crews were given the choice of four airfields, 
widely spread between Bretigny and Brussels/Melsbroek 

KG30 records indicate that upwards of 40 crews participated in almost equal Gruppen 
numbers. Several hours later the bulk of the bombers landed back on the continent, less two 
crews. A week previous Leutnant Wolf’s aircraft had lost its gondola to AA fire or a night fighter’s 
cannon shells; Unteroffizier Wiesmaier had been precipitated into mid-air, but managed to deploy 
his parachute and land safely. Wolf had jettisoned his load and headed back via Boulogne to 
Brussels/Melsbroek where a belly-landing had to be made thanks to the undercarriage refusing 
to lower. Now Wolf and Unteroffizier Rakowski, having survived the incident, were closing 
on their target when their Ju88 was intercepted and shot down by Flight Lieutenant Surman 
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of 604 Squadron. The bomber smashed into the Essex soil near Latchington, killing Wolf and 
Rakowski - the two airmen’s continued tenure on life had been sadly brief.

The Luftwaffe effort was spread over a large area extending from Hammersmith 
to Orpington, with Lambeth and Croydon particularly affected. Up to twenty SC-type 
bombs fell across the Croydon region, half of them in South Norwood, to cause a 
significant degree of destruction. An entire family buried within the ruins of their house 
were among the fourteen fatalities out of an overall total of 61 casualties. It was noted 
that there was an increased blast effect from the bombs compared to those of earlier 
in the war; a sound indicator that these weapons contained the Trianol/Hexagon mix 
providing this enhanced effect.

Security Measures– What Security Measures?
The perceived ability of the intelligence staff among the major WWII combatants to 

present PoWs with stunningly comprehensive details concerning their Gruppen and fellow-
airmen’s activities was often made easy. This was primarily due to numerous airmen taking 
a laissez-faire attitude to security. There was a classic poster displayed in the briefing rooms 
on RAF bomber airfields; this showed an airman standing in front of a French brothel - 
underneath are the words, “Avant partir en operations, videz vos Poches!” (Before departing 
on operations, empty your pockets). This was a humorously risqué approach to what was 
the vital need for aircrew to ensure that they were not bearing anything on their person that 
could indicate their specific airfield, squadron, etc. Sadly, such a requirement was often not 
fully complied with or was even studiously ignored, the latter instances probably relating 
to airmen who were imbued with a feeling that they were never going to suffer the fate of 
being downed over enemy territory.

One of the KG6 aircraft operating this night was Ju188 3E+BK, flown by Leutnant Lahl. 
The bomber was probably on the way into the target around 01.10 hours when its ‘Düppel’ 
trail appeared on the radar screen of a Mosquito in the hands of Squadron Leader Bunting. 
This night fighter ‘Ace’ was directed by Flight Lieutenant Reed onto the ‘trace’ that quickly 
materialised into a bomber. The searchlights that suddenly latched onto the Mosquito were 
quickly doused, not before Lahl started to take violent evasive action. Bunting experienced 
difficulty in hitting his target throughout the first three or four manoeuvres, which resembled 
the ‘corkscrew’ pattern used by RAF bomber pilots, exercised by Lahl. He was forced to regain 
contact via the radar. Finally his cannon fire scored strikes on the cockpit and port wing. Fire 
immediately took hold and the Ju188 slipped steeply to port. Shortly after an explosion on the 
ground confirmed the aircraft’s demise, along with four of the five-man crew.

Combat Report

21/22 MARCH. 1944.  488 (NZ) SQUADRON
Mosquito XIII AI VIII   0045 and 0110 hrs. 22nd.
(a) CLARE. (B) GT.WAKERING.
Thin cloud 5/10ths 4,000. Visibility excellent.
One JU 88 Destroyed.
One JU 188 Destroyed.

PILOT. S/Ldr E N BUNTING DFC. NAV/R. F/Lt C.P.REED DFC.

I was scrambled from Bradwell Bay at 2335 under North Weald Control 
for searchlight interception (Controller F/Lt DAY).

We went on to Orbit “D” at 18,000 ft, and after one unsuccessful 
gauntlet we investigated a cone to the East and obtained a contact at 1 
¾ miles, slightly above and I immediately went below. We throttled right 
back and closed rapidly to 2,000 ft with e/a 45° below. I lost height 
at 170 IAS and saw a searchlight flick over e/a which was 3000 ft ahead 
at the same level. We were then coned by s/ls and e/a made a diving 
turn to starboard. We obtained a douse on DRL and followed e/a through 
medium evasive action. Visual obtained at 350 yards 10° above and e/a 
steadied into mild weaving. Throughout the interception he had been 
dropping WINDOW. The e/a was identified as a JU 88 or 188 and I opened fire 
from dead astern 200 yards range. Strikes seen on port engine and wing 
root, resulting in fire. I gave him another short burst from 300 yards 
10° deflection, hitting the fuselage and starboard engine and increasing 
the fire. E/A fell over to port and I took a camera shot of him going 
down. He turned over on his back and went down blazing. Shortly after 
we saw the reflection of the explosion on the ground where we saw the 
wreck burning. F/Lt Reed observed e/a jettison his bombs after my first 
attack. We orbited the position of the crash and gave a fix which was NW 
of  SUDBURY, at 0042 hrs. The wreckage of a JU 88 has been found near 
CLARE and is reported to have crashed at 0041 hrs.

We returned to orbit and shortly afterwards gauntleted south east. 
F/Lt Reed reported Window and eventually obtained contact on an aircraft 
dropping Window at 3 ¾ miles range. We closed fairly fast to 4000 feet 
range when we were illuminated by s/ls. We obtained douse but e/a began 
very violent evasive action. We nearly overshot beneath him and saw his 
exhausts 80° above, our speed was then 130 IAS. I saw him begin to peel 
off to port so turned hard port and regained contact at about 4000 feet, 
and followed him partly visually and partly on AI through a hard climbing 
turn to starboard. He steadied for a moment and then dived very steeply 
to port. I took a quick shot but could not get on enough deflection, 300 
yards range: we followed him down and through another starboard turn and 
steep climb getting into position 250 yards astern. He began a turn to 
port and I opened fire 1 ½ rings deflection 250 yards, observing strikes. 
I therefore decreased deflection to one ring and saw many strikes on port 
wing and cockpit. E/a, which was recognised from its painted wings as 
a JU 188, immediately burst into flames and went down steeply to port 
burning very fiercely. An explosion was observed on the ground and we saw 
a burning wreck. We gave two fixes, one of which was at M.3909. A crashed 
JU 188 is reported at Butler’s Farm, Rochford.
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The issue of security – or rather the gross lack of it in this case – was illustrated when the 
wreckage of the Lahl bomber was investigated. The Bordfunker had neglected to leave his 
diary behind before take-off and the document would provide a small fund of information 
both regarding his crew’s operations and details of the Gruppe personnel. For example, the 
first operational entry was as follows:

“21 January - First sortie. Take off from Chievres with 2 x AB1000 and 10 x SD 70. Feldwebel 
Strebe failed to take off. Intercom. Trouble; turned back halfway over Channel. Landing 2230 
hours at St. Dizier. Recognition signal red”. 

The next three entries on 22nd, 24th and 26th January respectively indicate a return to 
Chievres via Rheims and Laon, a morning departure for Ahlhorn with six bombers and a 
note that Oberleutnant Haschle (Staffelkapitän) was lost on the second wave attack on the 
22nd.

The 29th January entry was fulsome and went so:

“At 1630 hours a briefing for large scale operations against London – a repetition of 21st January. 
Approach from Ahlhorn via Beacon Nora marked with flak star shells (Leuchtspucker). Attack 
from 6,000 metres; over the English coast at 7,000 metres; nose down and evasive action. 
Throw out ‘Düppel’ a little before the coast and approach night fighters without firing; twin-
engine – white – probably Whirlwind. Fairly considerable flak from the coast onward and 
searchlights under the 10/10 cloud at 500/1500 metres. Gave no real trouble. Over London 
itself unbelievably heavy flak and searchlights. Light of fires clearly visible through cloud 
cover. Searchlights and Lamps – green, red, yellow and white. Good (target marker) lighting 
provided by us over the cloud. No night fighters over London. Saw one aircraft shot down. Our 
bombs in the target area at 21.00 hours. Returned flat out over the Thames Estuary then south 
over Ostend direct home making good landing (Chievres) as first aircraft home. Take off at 
19.08 and landing at 21.55 hours. Unteroffizier Gaffke did not return.

Our Ju52 shot down over Aachen. (Oberfeldwebel Kreidler, Oberfeldwebel Stuhr, Feldwebel 
Rothenburg, Unteroffizier Janisch, Feldwebel Biner dead; Gefreiter Möller injured)”.

During the early hours of 4th February the crew headed for their ‘Caesar’ but were still 
seeking it out at 03.45 hours, ten minutes prior to briefed take-off; the resultant late take-off 
at 04.15 was made ‘in foul weather’. On the way over the North Sea ‘Rudi’ , gunner Rudolf 
Budrat, called in a night fighter whose attentions the pilot managed to evade. Bombing with 
the two AB1000 containers’ content was made at 05.40 hours in the face of “an astonishing 
amount of flak” while searchlight concentration came through the 6/10 to 8/10 cloud cover. 

Also noted apart from ‘many fires and explosions’ was ‘a fine bundle of flak cloudbursts 
that passed us by – dammed close!’ It then appeared that the pilot overshot Chievres on 
return since the Bordfunker commented, ‘we thought we had come too far and were to the 
right of the airfield – then we got an astonishing QDM of 121 degrees and there we were!’ 
After joining the circuit a smooth landing was made, but he noted ‘the flak was still firing 
away at night fighters!’

Notes on social events dominated the notes up to the 13th with an observation (5th) 
concerning a B-17 straggler crossing over the airfield and out of which five crewmembers 
jumped clear; it flew on but apparently was subsequently brought down by fighters 
‘scrambled’ to pick it off.

The sortie on 13th/14th February was completed, but the pilot had to take a short cut to 
London thanks to engine boost problems. Landing back at Chievres was accomplished on 
the third attempt, but this difficulty was placed in the minor category in comparison with 
two Do217 crews whose bombers were described as ‘falling down’ on the airfield. Then an 
‘intruder’ appeared and brought about what was stated to be ‘a devil of a blaze and monster 
fire-work display on the perimeter’. 

The crew flew the next two sorties but were left on the ground on the 23rd; their ‘Caesar’ 
being taken over by Leutnant L* (Staffelkapitän), an act that was probably a fortunate one 
for the airmen. The following morning the Senior NCO informed them that on return, as 
Leutnant L was in the circuit, his bomber was shot down and the machine ‘written off’; two 
of the crew were wounded, but the pilot’s fate was not confirmed. 

Toothache prevented Leutnant Lahl from flying next evening and it would be 14th March 
before the next sortie was completed; in the interim period several sorties were ‘aborted’ 
including one to Plymouth and another when the crew was at the runway-end, but received 
a ‘red’ barring them from following the others thanks to ‘intruder’ activity.

The circular route up to a line with Rotterdam, over to Cambridge and back over the 
Channel to Chievres was regarded as ‘a crazy approach’ as regards the outward leg. One 
night fighter was avoided while ‘very powerful searchlights, ground marking for night 
fighters between Norwich and Cambridge’ (probably airfield landing lights) and ‘colossal 
rocket flak and AA flak’ were noted comments. The clear weather deteriorated to solid 
cloud from the target onwards and the crew, having lost the artificial horizon instrument 
were relieved to land safely. On taxiing in they discovered they had landed at Abbeville, 30 
minutes away from Chievres. Back at Chievres next day their meal was rudely interrupted 
by a bomber raid that destroyed the repair hangars among other facilities and probably 
finished off their Ju188/3E+MK stranded out in the middle of the bomb concentration. Their 

*  ‘Leutnant L’  was  Leutnant Lenkeit of 2/KG6 shot down in 3E+CK shot down at 00.12 
hrs 23-24/2/44, on the boundary of Chievres airfield.



250 251

last Ju188 - 3E+BK - was first flown on the 17th and next day the Gruppe transferred to Brussels/ 
Melsbroek.  The penultimate sortie was to Hull (19th/20th) and was recorded as follows; 

“To Hull via Nora and sea turning point. Low level approach over Holland, then quite low over 
sea to the climbing point. Climbing with 1.2 boost over the turning point (well marked but too 
far to the left) about 4,000 metres; ‘Knickebein’ further to the right. In this way we got to the 
coast too early, south of Hull, somewhat north of the Wash. Here we stooged around using 
valuable fuel until ten minutes after zero hour (2200), when lighting was laid over Hull. We see 
it far away to the right and fly off to 33 for the bombing run. We were the last to drop our load 
into the town which was burning at every corner. We now had only 800 of our 2,900 litres fuel 
left and flew direct to Nora. Made a good landing at 23.47 hours”.

The bombers left behind them a measure of destruction that, although not too severe, 
still caused something approaching a headache for the Civil Defence in general and AFS 
personnel in particular. No less than 247 fires were recorded with major incidents in several 
central boroughs from Dagenham across to Islington, while bombs also fell in outer regions 
such as Orpington and Waltham Abbey Cross. Paddington Station sustained a direct hit and 
housing in Lambeth and Croydon was badly hit. Overall casualties, mostly borne by those 
within London, amounted to 62 dead and nearly 250 seriously injured. 

Walt Captures a German
Captain Young, the ‘C’ detachment commander 

of the 1192nd Military Police Co, was at Braintree 
Police Station as news of three enemy aircraft 
coming down in the area was received. One was 
at Cavendish, another on Earle’s Colne airfield and 
a third at Latchington. It was believed that several 
airmen had baled out and were still at large; Staff 
Sergeant Walton ‘Walt’ Reed was sent out from his 
HQ at Gainsford House outside Braintree in a Jeep to 
search for the men. He found Josef Zimmermann, 
gunner from Ju88 that had fallen on Earls 
Colne airfield, and took him into custody. A 
picture of  Walt in his Jeep with a swastika 
painted on its side soon appeared in several 
US newspapers.

Major Bomber Command Operations
19th to 25 March 1944

22-23 March  Frankfurt-948 killed 816 aircraft-33 lost
24-25 March  Berlin       -180 killed 811 aircraft-72 lost

Luftwaffe Losses 21st-22nd March

Ju188 E-1   2/KG 6   3E+BK   WNr 260326
Butlers Farm, Shopland, nr Rochford, Essex. 01.10 hrs. Shot down by S/Ldr E N Bunting in a 488 Sqn Mosquito.

Started from either Melsbroek or Laon / Couvron. Attacked by a night fighter at 18,000 ft. The aircraft broke 

up in the air and crashed in flames with bombs still on board. One crew member succeeded in baling out.

Markings: Call sign RM+UE. Underside spray painted black, the upper surfaces a mottled blue.

Lt Günther Lahl (F) (Killed CC), Uffz Julius Fromm (B) (Killed CC 1/67), Ogefr Erich Schiml (Bf) (Killed 

CC 1/65), Uffz Erwin Kosch (Bm) (PoW injured), Uffz Rudolf Budrat (Bs) (Killed CC 1/66).

Ju88    7/KG6 
Failed to return from a sortie to London; cause uncertain. The body of Rudolf Trabant was found in a 

dinghy washed up on the Norfolk / Suffolk coast on 23/3/44.

Oblt Richard Knödler StKp (F) (Killed), Uffz Gregor Harzheim (B) Killed), Ofw Gunther Becker (Bf) 

(Missing), Fw Rudolf Trabant (Bs) (Killed CC). 

Ju88 A-14   8/KG 6   3E+GS   Wnr 301185
Earls Colne USAAF airfield, Essex.  Shot down by F/Lt J A S Hall in a 488 Sqn Mosquito. 00.50 hrs. 

Started from Brussels / Melsbroek to bomb London. This aircraft was on its way to the target when it was 

held by searchlights; in spite of evasive action it was effectively attacked by a night fighter. The gunner 

was the only member of the crew to bale out and the aircraft crashed in flames with the rest of the crew 

still on board onto a Marauder. One 500 kg bomb exploded, scattering wreckage across the airfield and 

destroying three Marauders. The Ju88 crashed on B-26 ‘Perkatory’ a 69 mission ship of the 386th Bomb 

Group normally based at Gt. Dunmow. The B-26 groups were on a base rotation exercise in preparation 

for proposed moves to forward bases in the invasion.

Markings: The call sign was CR+CK. The upper surfaces were a greenish grey whilst the undersurfaces had 

been sprayed black over yellow. The spinners were dark green with alternate red and light green bands.

One 1,000 kg HE, one 500 kg HE and ten 50 kg bombs carried. One 1,000 kg HE bomb was found on the airfield.

Oblt Hans Diblik (F) (Killed Brookwood, Surrey), Uffz Egon Staufenberg (B) (Killed Brookwood, Surrey), 

Uffz Hermann Kamradt (Bf) (Killed CC 5/326), Fw Josef Zimmermann EKI (Bs) (PoW).
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Ju88 A-4   4/KG 30  4D+AM   WNr 0500
Stanford’s Farm, Latchingdon, Essex. 00.52 hrs. 

Shot down by F/O S B Huppert in a 410 Sqn Mosquito.

Target London. Whilst on the way to the target this aircraft was attacked by a night fighter at 12,000 ft. 

The aircraft caught fire and the pilot gave the order to bale out, the observer being the first to jump, the 

remainder of the crew were killed in the ensuing crash. The aircraft dived vertically into the ground, being 

almost completely buried.

Markings: Only a large letter D in black found on the fuselage. The works number ascertained as 

088300500. Camouflage on upper surfaces mottled green with wavy black lines, while the engine cowlings 

were yellow with black wavy lines. The undersurface had been sprayed black over light blue paint.

This crew had recently had a new gunner to replace the one who baled out over the same area on 14th 

March and was captured. 

Lt Eginhardt Wolf (F) (Killed CC 5/371), Ogefr Hans Möller (B) (PoW), Uffz Richard Ober (Bf) (Killed CC 

5/370), Uffz Theo Rakowski (Bs) (Killed CC 5/369).

Ju88 A-4   9/KG 30   4D+AT   WNr 301522
Blacklands Hall, Cavendish, Suffolk. Shot down by S/Ldr E N Bunting in a 488 Sqn Mosquito. 00.45 hrs. 

Started at 22.55 hrs from Varel to bomb an area north of the Thames, immediately to the west of the 

Isle of Dogs in the London Docks. The whole of III/KG 30 took part in this operation. The aircraft was 

attacked by a Mosquito at a height of about 18,000 ft. whilst on its way to the target. The port engine 

caught fire and the aircraft dived in flames at high speed after the bombs had been jettisoned, two 

members of the crew baled out and the others perished in the crash. This was only III/KG 30’s second 

operation against England - the first was on the night of 14th March - since the Gruppe returned from 

Italy. The unit moved to Italy in October 1943 and had been inactive at Leck during the past five months. 

A KG30 Junkers 88 in flight showing the Gruppe’s diving eagle emblem on the nose.

USAAF personnel examine the wreckage of JU88 3E+GS which crashed on Earls 
Colne airfield in Essex.

RAF pilots examine the hole in the ground created by the crash of Ju88 4D+AT at 
Cavendish in Suffolk.
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This was a very experienced crew, the pilot being the longest serving member of III/KG30 and had sunk 

25,000 tons of shipping in 181 war flights.

The pilot had the Deutches Kreuz and Gold (110) War Flights Badge, the observer had the Silver (60) 

War Flights Badge and the gunner the Gold (110) war Flights Badge.

Markings: Camouflaged with the usual blue grey mottled upper surfaces, whilst the undersurfaces were 

spray painted black.

Ofw Nikolaus Mayer (F) (Killed CC 1/42), Fw Kurt Maser EKI (B) (PoW), Ofw Willi Szyska (Bf) (Killed CC 

1/461), Fw Karl-Heinz Elmhorst EKI (Bs) (PoW).

Me 410-1   2/KG51   9K+IK   WNr 420435
Crashed east of Le Havre, France. 00.40 hrs.

Uffz Willi Krause (F) (Killed) Uffz Gunther Onderka (Bf) (injured).

Ju88A-4   4/KG 54   B3+SM   WNr 550425
In the Thames Estuary, north of Herne Bay, Kent. 01.05 hrs. 

Shot down by F/Lt J C Surman in a 604 Sqn Mosquito near Chelmsford. The canopy and the wireless 

operator were discovered near Southend. The bodies of the pilot and observer were washed ashore at 

Halfway Houses.

The jettisonable cockpit cover fitted with one MG 131 and one MG 81 was found on land.

Uffz Willi Fritzenkötter (F) (Killed CC 1/336), Ogefr Karl Friedrich Ahrens (B), (Killed CC 1/335), Ogefr 

Alfons Walgern (Bf) (PoW), Uffz Kurt Schick (Bs) (Missing).

Ju88    4/KG54   B3+FM   WNr 800962
Failed to return from a sortie to London.

Fw Richard Fuchs (F) (Missing), Ofw Otto Hoffmann (B) (Missing), Uffz Franz Maul (Bf) (Missing), Uffz 

Heinz Lange (Bs) (Missing).

Ju88    6/KG54   B3+BP   WNr 8836
Failed to return from a sortie to London.

Uffz Eberhard Egle (F) (Missing), Uffz Hans Götz (B) (Missing), Uffz Martin Stumpf (Bf) (Missing), Uffz 

Ludwig Keitel (Bs) (Missing).

Ju88S-1   Stab1/KG66    WNr 140577
Crashed on operations 4 km north-west of Soesterberg. 23.46 hrs

Ofw Fritz Karau (F) (Killed), Ofw Max Schiffbauer (B) (Killed), Uffz Walter Heinze (Bf) (Killed).

Fighter Command Claims not attributable to a particular loss
Two claims were made by F/Lt  R D R Davies in a 25 Sqn Mosquito.

At 00.15 hrs a Ju188 was shot down at 12,000 feet and seen to disintegrate at 7,000 feet. Two parachutes 

were seen and the crash confirmed by the Navy 35 miles south-west of Lowestoft.

At 00.33 hrs a Ju188 was shot down at 18,500 feet. A white flash was seen from the starboard engine 

and shortly after a vivid flash was seen on the sea where a fire lasted 2 or 3 minutes. This was confirmed 

by the ROC and Navy 25 miles south-west of Lowestoft.

A claim for a Ju88 damaged south of Shoreham at 01.25 hrs was made by F/Lt R H Farrell in an 85 Sqn Mosquito. 

A claim for an Me410 damaged over Kent at 00.40 hrs was made by F/O C K Nowell in an 85 Sqn Mosquito. 

A claim for an FW190 damaged over the Thames Estuary at 00.50 hrs was made by P/O W J Gough in 

a 96 Sqn Mosquito. 

A claim for a Ju88 destroyed off Rye at 01.12 hrs was made by F/O K. A. Roediger (RAAF) in a 456 Sqn 

Mosquito. The aircraft was hit in the port wing at 16,000 feet, went onto its back and was seen to dive 

into the sea by a searchlight post at Rye. 

A claim for an FW190 damaged 50 miles south of Beachy Head at 00.44 hrs was made by Lt D G 

Thornley (RN) in a 456 Sqn Mosquito. 

A claim for a Ju88 destroyed 15 miles off Bawdsey at 00.20 hrs was made by F/Sgt C J Vlotman in a 

488 Sqn Mosquito. 

A claim for an enemy aircraft destroyed off Herne Bay at 00.55 hrs was made by F/Sgt C J Vlotman in 

a 488 Sqn Mosquito. 

Luftwaffe Losses – Non Operational
He177 A-3   3/KG100  6N+TL   WNr 840045

22/3/44  Shot down by fighter on a transfer flight to Chateaudun and crashed south of Rheine.

Oblt Karl-Heinz Reper (F) (Killed), Fw Heinz Dittmann (B) (Killed), Uffz Erich Bauer (Bf) (Killed), Ofw 

Heinrich Karl Zarzitzky (Bs) (Killed), Uffz Karl Bierbrauer (Bs) (Killed), Uffz Richard Kristen (Electrician) 

(Killed), Ogefr Viktor van Kuil (Mechanic) (Killed), Gefr Erwin Grönner (Mechanic) (Killed), Gefr Kurt 

Schwarz (Mechanic) (Killed).



256 257

Common operational Experiences
Since WWII many airmen who flew in Bomber Command had been convinced about 

the Germans’ use of two counter-measures to the Command’s incursions over the Nazi 
hinterland, namely the ‘master searchlight’ and the ‘scarecrow shell’. In the former instance 
the beam that initially picked out a bomber and onto which the other battery lights then 
focused was said to be blue in colour, hence its ‘master’ status. As for the shell, it was said 
to burst with such intensity that the airmen were convinced it was deliberately increased in 
explosive effect in order to simulate a bomber blowing up. 

Interrogation of veteran Luftwaffe prisoners during ‘Steinbock’ elicited similar 
impressions. The beam power of the searchlights were said to have become evermore 
powerful and penetrating. In addition, the airmen had been advised that they should look 
out for searchlight beams that were blue, since these were deemed to possess enhanced 
lighting effect and therefore more difficult to evade should the bomber be picked out. 
Desynchronising the engines or momentarily switching one off altogether (the latter action 
very much a last resort, especially if the bomb load was still on board) was regarded as a 
possible effective counter-measure. The AA fire was, in general, not regarded as having 
increased in accuracy, there was one exception to this in what was termed the ‘Flieger-
schreck’. This was reported as a shell which, when exploding, developed into a number of 
smaller bursts. As far as the German military was concerned there was  no such specialist 
ordnance  as a ‘scarecrow shell’. It seems clear that what the Bomber Command crews were 
seeing was all too often the disintegration of a Lancaster, Halifax or Stirling that usually 
killed most or all on board. The Flak guns ranging in calibre from 88mm up to 128mm 
were more than capable of handing out direct punishment, apart from which their numbers 
steadily increased as the conflict progressed.

Nor has any evidence come to the fore from British sources regarding the assumed 
‘Flieger-schreck’. The 3.7 and 4.5 inch weapons, although never deployed in anything like 
the numbers in Germany, were of a calibre and performance that would provide a sound 
deterrent effect at least. As for the searchlights, the general effect of a beam falling directly 
into one’s line of sight was deemed to alter the beam’s tone from white to something 
approaching blue. It is ironic that the airmen of both sides ‘enjoyed’ a common if natural 
misconception in aspects of operational flying.

The provision of tail-warning equipment with which to avoid an approaching ‘bogey’ or 
‘bandit’ night fighter was introduced by both the RAF and Luftwaffe Bomber Commands. 
In the RAF the equipment, code-named ‘Monica’, was positioned below the rear turrets on 
Lancasters, Halifaxes and Stirlings. It proved to be a very mixed blessing, since it merely 

picked out the presence 
of an aircraft whether it 
be friend or foe. Worse 
still, the Germans, having 
examined the equipment 
on a shot-down bomber, 
developed ‘Flensburg’ 
sets with which to ‘home-
in’ to the signals cast out 
by ‘Monica’.

In the Luftwaffe’s 
case, the parallel types 
of equipment were 
FuG214 and FuG216 - 
code-named ‘Neptun’. 
Examination of crashed 

aircraft during ‘Steinbock’ 
revealed only the presence 

of the mountings for the equipment in most instances. On the other hand, interrogation 
of some prisoners elicited the complaint that even when installed there was the same 
inability to pick out ‘hostile’ from ‘friendly’ aircraft.

22nd-23rd March

With ‘Steinbock’ now in its second month, it was a sobering fact that just thirteen raids 
that could in any way be called ‘major’ had been directed at London – an average of just 
one raid every four to five nights. In addition the returns from these attacks had been no 
more than desultory.

Recourse to small-scale attacks by the Me410s of I/KG51 and the FW190s of 
SKG10 was made by the Luftwaffe on 22nd/23rd and 23rd/24th. SKG10 lost two FW190s, 
both were claimed by night fighters in interceptions off the Sussex coast. Leutnant 
Krahner’s G-2 went into the Channel near Pevensey late on the 22nd; then just after 
midnight on the 24th Hauptmann Heisig was the likely victim of an 85 Squadron 
Mosquito off Hastings.

 

Neptun aerials in the port wing of a Do217
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WEEKLY APPRECIATION OF DAMAGE TO KEY POINTS AND 
PROGRESS OF REPAIRS.

Period from: 09.00 hours Wednesday 22nd March 
to: 09.00 hours Wednesday  29th March 1944.
GENERAL.
Enemy air-activity over this country has occurred on four nights, on each of which land-

targets were attacked, and on one day, when reconnaissance sorties were flown.
On Wednesday / Thursday (22nd/23rd March) 10 long-range bombers and 10 fighter-

bombers crossed the South Coast between Beachy Head and Dungeness; probably 4 aircraft 
reached Greater London. Bombing was of no account.

Early on the afternoon of Thursday (23rd March) 3 aircraft made a brief reconnaissance 
of the Falmouth area.

On Thursday / Friday (23rd/24th March) 9 long-range bombers and 8 fighter-bombers 
came overland, apparently under cover of our own returning bombers; 5 penetrated to 
Greater London. At Feltham some damage was done to Gresham Transformers Ltd, but 
other incidents were of no account.

On Friday / Saturday (24th/25th March) 120 long-range bombers came overland. Activity 
extended over an area bounded by Portsmouth/Oxford/Southwold, but about half of the 
aircraft are believed to have reached Greater London. Some of them went out over the 
Estuary, and others over the South Coast. Activity lasted about an hour and fifty minutes. 
Twenty–three London boroughs were affected, mostly South of the River. According to 
reports to hand, the damage was not commensurate with the scale of effort. There was 
however a 70 pump fire in West Norwood, a 56 pump fire in Fleet Street, and a 28 pump 
fire in Croydon. There were 81 fires in Croydon and 60 in Beckenham. Civilian casualties 
on this night totalled 39 fatal and 118 serious.

On Monday/Tuesday (27th/28th March) a force of about 112 aircraft operated overland 
for about two hours. The great majority crossed the Coast between Plymouth and Weymouth 
and scattered over an area bounded by Lands End/Cardiff/Banbury/Reading/Selsey Bill; 
the remainder made shallow penetrations over South-Eastern England. So widespread and 
ineffectual were these operations that it is difficult to tell from the bombing what the target 
was. The enemy claims Bristol and also London, although in fact no bombs fell on either. 

Civilian casualties for the week total 54 fatal and 141 serious. The G.A.F. is known to 
have lost 21 aircraft (8%)

During the week 4 Key-points were affected by enemy–action, 1 of them relatively 
seriously. In addition, there were 5 incidents affecting railways. 

The War-time Diary of Miss J. M. Oakman - Chelsea   Wednesday 22nd  March 1944

21.27 alert  -   21.21 all clear. Some little gunfire – not a great deal. A few planes came over for 
spying purposes.

Friday 24th  March 1944

00.02 purple. Heard a plane flying low and it dropped some flares before sirens went and then hopped it.

00.03 sirens. A few guns afar.  -   00.30 all clear. One bomb fell at Sudbury. Two planes were 
brought down.

23.22 sirens again.

Luftwaffe Losses 22nd to 24th March

FW190G-2   Stab 1/SKG10    WNr 840045
22-23/3/44 21.20 hrs.   Failed to return from a sortie to London.

Lt Wolfgang Krahner (Missing).

Believed to be the aircraft that crashed in the sea south-east of Pevensey, Sussex, shot down by F/Lt N 

S Head in a 96 Sqn Mosquito.

FW 190G-3   3/SKG10    WNr 160934
23/3/44.  Non-operational. Aircraft crashed on landing at Ahlhorn / Oldenburg airfield.

Uffz Emil Zeitz (Killed).

   6/KG6
23/3/44.  Injured in a fighter attack on Melsbroek.

Uffz Heinz Winter (B) (Inj).

 Ju88 S-1  E. Staffel I/KG66  Z6+KN   WNr 300635
23/3/44. Attacked by a fighters and left engine set on fire. Aircraft made a forced landing at Senlis near 

Creil. The fighters then straffed the aircraft and injured two men; Eduard Zech was hit in the head and 

Friedrich Grove in his left leg.

Ofw Eduard Zech (Bf) (Killed), Uffz Friedrich Grove (1 wart) (Inj). 
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FW190G-3   1/SKG10    WNr 160498
23-24/3/44 00.12 hrs.  Failed to return from a sortie to London. 

Hptm Helmut Heisig (Missing).

Believed to have crashed in the sea off Hastings, Sussex. Shot down by S/Ldr B J Thwaites in an 85 

Sqn Mosquito.

24th-25th March

The War-time Diary of Miss J. M. Oakman - Chelsea.    Saturday 25th  March 1944

01.34 all clear. Noisiest night for some time and also longest raid. Night was dark, and there 
were few searchlights. Rocket batteries roared into action amid shouts from people. IB’s and 
HE’s were dropped. Planes were flying high to avoid the terrific barrage, and only dived to drop 
red flares. It was a raid of fire chiefly. Some churches were hit. There were 2 DA’s dropped at 
Trinity Road and Croydon “caught it”. Fleet St had IB’s and lost a church.

It was back to business for the Luftwaffe bombers on the evening of the 24th with 143 
crews attending briefings at ten airfields. Three nights before the attackers had come in 
and out from East Anglia and the Sussex/Kent region, and a similar split pattern of attack 
appears to have been used for the raid of March 24th-25th. For the personnel of KG6 flying 
out of Melsbroek and Le Culot the operation was to involve a roughly oval flight-pattern. 
The outward leg over-flew Le Havre and Selsey Bill to London, but then turned north-
east to Saffron Walden and then south-east to Flushing. In contrast, III/KG2, II/KG30 and 
I/KG100 were operating out of Achmer, Zwischenahn and Rheine; British intelligence 
reports subsequently recorded Southwold as a second crossing-in point, which would tie in 
with the separate approach (and likely withdrawal) routing for these Gruppen.

The target was once again the Westminster/Whitehall area (code-named ‘Hamburg’ for 
retribution propaganda purposes, following the RAF’s perceived ‘terror bombing’ of that 
city in July 1943). The time over target for the entire force would be compressed in the usual 
manner, in this case over a period not exceeding 40 minutes. Details obtained from II/KG6 
prisoners revealed an interesting variation in the timetable laid down for each stage of the 
outward leg. Approximately 20 crews were assigned with the times to be strictly adhered 
to as follows;

Stage    Time-span
1) Lt Culot  (take-off)  2148 – 2203 hours
2) Climbing Point  2227 – 2239 hours
3) Le Havre   2305 – 2315 hours
4) Selsey Bill   2338 – 2345 hours
5) Target   0001 – 0012 hours

The sixteen-minute period permitted for take-off gradually shrunk to twelve minutes 
at the climbing point, and eleven minutes at Le Havre; barely eight minutes was allowed 
to cross-in over Sussex, but this figure rose again to thirteen minutes for the bomb-run. 
The bombers were to climb to attain 16,000 feet over Le Havre, marked by a searchlight 
cone and flak star shells fired at intervals of 60 seconds. This altitude would be maintained 
until Selsey Bill (marked by LC50 red flares) when a gentle descent to 15,000 feet would 
coincide with the bomb-run. LC50 red flares would also mark the target, after which a 
further 2,000 feet would be gradually lost in order to pick up airspeed – steadily increased 
from 250 to around 300 mph- until out over the North Sea. 

The third crew off, at 21.50 hours, was led by Leutnant Besser in 3E+AM. He 
flew one of the badly out-dated Ju88A-4s that were due for replacement with Ju188s 
when the Gruppe re-equipped – but there was no sign of new aircraft. Besser’s crew, 
who had been together for around twelve months, were operational veterans having 
participated in most if not all of the ‘Steinbock’ raids to date. Progress to the English 
coast was uneventful, but once over England the bomber was regularly bathed in light 
from searchlight beams. Heavy AA fire was encountered. Over London as the load of 
two SC500 and ten SC50 bombs was released on the red target markers. The chaos 
of flares, searchlights and gunfire was being left behind as the aircraft crossed east 
London, but at a reduced altitude, thanks to the pilot taking evasive action from the 
AA gunners. It was then that the Ju88’s tail was blown off by an AA shell. The Ju88 
whipped out of control, but three men were able to bale out before it disintegrated 
upon impact near Chigwell, Essex. The body of its pilot, Leutnant Besser, was found 
in the crushed cockpit.

One of the Melsbroek-based Ju88s, 3E+HT flown by Unteroffizier Lütcke, was following 
a similar route away from the target and was crossing east London when it too was crippled 
by AA fire. The mass of metal that was once a Ju88 smashed into a house in Ilford. The semi-
detached house was occupied by Lance Bombardier Murray’s wife and his two children - 
they stood no chance when the bomber turned their house into a pile of rubble.



262 263

The third of four bombers to come down on or close to British soil also belonged to 
KG6. Hauptmann Oeben, the Operations Officer for II/KG6, was flying 3E+AP and was 
approaching the Sussex coast at around 23.40 hours when he was picked up by a Mosquito. 
Wing Commander Hampshire’s ‘Nav/Rad’ Flying Officer Condon had the Ju88 on his tiny 
radar screen. Hampshire was on his second patrol, having been ‘scrambled’ on reports of 
30-40 ‘bandits’ south of Beachy Head and duly tracked the ‘bogey’ down from the original 
six miles to a visual 1,000 feet  range. The mildly evasive action was of no benefit to the 
Luftwaffe crew when Hampshire opened fire. The bomber immediately caught fire and the 
port wing seemed to fall away from the blazing mass. Oeben and the other three airmen 
either baled out or were thrown out as the stricken machine scattered itself at Walburton, 
close to RAF Ford. Only the pilot survived the experience, slightly injuring himself when he 
got hung up in a tree. Unteroffizier Drews (Beobachter) was discovered dead and Feldwebel 
Bahn (Bordfunker) was discovered alive on the end of one of Ford’s runways. He had 
descended without a parachute and was removed to the Station Sick Quarters, but died 
shortly after arrival. The fourth airman was Unteroffizier Ehrhardt who, presumably, came 
down in the Channel since he was never found. Hampshire later paid tribute to the excellent 
performance of the controller, Squadron Leader Garrett in the face of what he said were 
difficult ‘Window’ conditions, so confirming the value of ‘Düppel’ distribution in at least 
hindering night fighter interceptions.

The tragic scene in Ilford where 
Unteroffizier Kurt Lütcke’s Ju88 
3E+HT crashed, killing Irene 
Murray and her two children 
Anthony and Nina.

Opposite page: One of the 
Ju88’s mainwheels is examined


