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FREEDOM OF SPEECH THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 

By: Victor Acabo 

 

There are many reasons why students love to spend time socializing on social media. One, social media gives them the 

freedom to write or express whatever they want. Two, they can make new friends, can connect and reconnect with friends in faraway 

place, and comment on the lives of other people. Three, they can create other identities and hide their true identity under a fancy 

account name, without fear of being charged or penalized for using aliases. 

 

But these pros have their negative side, and these cons should be given attention and be resolved. 
 

BIT International College is recently facing issues on its students’ use of social media such as Facebook. Students use 
Facebook to express their thoughts, emotions, concerns and issues about the school, but sometimes or if not often, it is used 
irresponsibly, leading to serious mistakes, misunderstandings, controversies, and if not, conflicts. Students voice out their opinions, 
calling it “their right to freedom of speech.”  
 

But questions arise: Are students, by using social media in that manner, getting to resolve issues and problems, or on the 
contrary, worsened the situation?  
 

Each one of us has the right to express our thoughts and opinions, but we should set boundaries, we should have limits, we should 
know what to post and when and how and why. May the means or venue be social of traditional media, we should be bounded by 
rules. There is no such thing as absolute freedom: doing or saying things at any time, in whatever manner we want, not taking into 
consideration whether they are proper or improper. We should not forget the principles and the values for and on which we stand. 
We have to be responsible for what we say and what we do. The kinds of actions we take and the kinds of information we share 
reflects our values as a person, our family, the community where we come from or the school that we represent. 
 

Because of these serious controversies, the Supreme Student Government (SSG) has taken initiatives to minimize foul and vulgar 
expressions on social media, especially comments that destroy relationships. In its firm belief that “in Unity, there is Strength,” SSG 
hopes that through these initiatives, SSG can unify the school, the administration and the students to make the institution stronger. 

JANREY TORCENDE 
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Feature Writing 

BIT International College: 
A Light to your Hope, A Door to your Future 
 

Holding the word “dream” means a lot of time 
and effort to form a word “success”. It may not look and 
sound easy as it is, but dreams do strongly motivate, and 
gives hope, courage, and strength to face and surpass 
the different circumstances that surround and color our 
lives. Dreams comfort the stressed and depressed 
among us.  

BIT International College is one unique and truly 
generous institution that through discounted tuition 
privileges has given hope to students who want “to 
make their dreams come true.” For years now, BIT-IC has 
untiringly been giving its full support to fulfill the dreams 
of underprivileged, marginalized and vulnerable, and 
yet, capable students.  

BIT International College offers scholarship 
grants, ranging from 30% to100% discounted tuition, 
which is really a big help to students as well as to 
parents. The scholarship grants are solid proofs of the 
school’s advocacy and mission to make education 
accessible to everyone, regardless of their economic 
circumstances. Because of this charitable privilege, it is 
no wonder why BIT-IC has continuously grown over the 
years and become the choice of students and parents. 

BIT International College has worked tirelessly to 
impart knowledge and values and to educate us. It has 
trained us not only in academics, but also through its 
various extra-curricular activities, has exposed us to 
different sports, taught us social skills, and the 
importance of maintaining a healthy lifestyle. BIT-IC also 
conducts programs that make us more aware of 
society’s needs, and make us involved in and be 
concerned about our community. It also works to 
improve our communication and writing skills through 
academic competitions, preparing us for life after BIT-IC 
as professionals and career people.  

Over the years, BIT-International College is not 
just a school that teaches us inside the classroom but 
also a home that hones and cares for us, its students, to 
hurdle obstacles that come our way, to be the best of 
what we can be. For all of these, we have so much to 
thank for. 

BIT International College is a door toward our 
future. The door just does not open by itself. The key to 
open that door is for us to find. 

 
 
THE UNFOUND JUSTICE 
By: Michelle L. Obing 
 

A chaotic and bloody country--- this is how I 
picture our country nowadays. People seem too violent 
like there’s no conscience anymore, and people are 
killed without mercy. Those in higher ranks aim for even 
greater power, and those in the middle, fight to grab or 
usurp power. Crime is rampant even in places where we 
do not expect violence to exist. Robbery, adultery, rape 
and murder are some of the vicious actions taken by 
men controlled by drugs. All these describe the crises we 
have been facing for years. 
 Businesses and politicians got themselves 
involved in the drug problem to enrich themselves, 
making it even harder to solve this problem. They sell 
drugs at stores just like candies. Drugs have become 
easily accessible. Others have made drugs a source of 
living to sustain their family or maintain their lifestyle, 
without taking into account the possible harmful 
consequences on their family as well as on innocent 
people. Just a minute of pack can ruin millions of lives, 
destruct a thousand families and damage futures. What 
our country needs badly is CHANGE, a strong desire to 
change to clean up this mess. 
 And now that we have a leader who a deadly-
serious advocate of ending the drug problem and drug 
trade in our country, many people are in a state of 
disbelief and nervousness. But if we try to deeply reflect 
on this, there is nothing to be afraid of if we are not 
engaged in substance abuse.  

These days, people are loud about the bloody 
way of terminating crimes and resolving the drug 
problem. They question the administration’s advocacy; 
they cry out loud for justice for criminals who they think 
and consider are innocent.  

But on the other hand, there are mind-boggling 
questions: 

Why not focus on the innocent victims? Why pan the 
camera only on to criminals’ human rights? Where are the 
rights of the victim? Of the young women who were raped 
and murdered? Of children who nurtured dreams but whose 
lives came to a permanent end because of drugs? 

Most of the victims were vulnerable and defenseless. 
Their relatives receive nothing, but only sympathy, amidst the 
grief are grudges and remorse. Nowhere is real justice? Who 
are those worth fighting for? Is it justice for criminals that we 
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should protect? Or, justice for the thousands of powerless victims? 

Campus News 
 

College Days 2017: A Blast 
By: Ruth Micah Fernandez 

 
 
 

 
 
College Days are one of the most awaited and 

celebrated days in the BIT-International College 
calendar. For these reasons, the colleges picked the 
finest shades of blue closest to royal blue, which is the 
school’s official color.  

 
College Days are when everything stops at BIT-IC 

or when we all go slowly to have fun, to compete with 
each other in games and pageants. This year’s one-week 
festivities, which opened on September 4th at the BIT-IC 
Main covered court or gymnasium, was BIT-IC’s 36th 
celebration. 

 
In their excitement, students cheered for their 

department teams and for their friends, hoping their 
departments won games and tournaments, and 
eventually bring home the honor of being declared the 
overall champion.  
The 1st day was celebrated with the Dance Attack and 
the selection of Ms. Sports. Dance Attack winners were 
judged on the participants’ synchronization and 
gracefulness, respectively. Ms. Sports 2017 was selected 
based on “sports outfit beauty,” on how the candidates 
looked in their sports attires. 

The games, meanwhile,bore the following 
results:  

For Track and Field men’s division, Basic 
Education came out as overall champion, while for the 
women’s division, Paramedics brought home the trophy. 

For Table Tennis Men’s Single category, Adrean 
Bonbon of Basic Education won. For Men’s Doubles 
category; the winners were John Carlo Salomon and Carl 
David Bertumen of Basic Education.  For Women’s Single 
and Double’s categories, RitchelBanac of CCJ, and Joana 
Boter and Lacy Joy Cenia from Basic Education, won, 
respectively.  

For Chess Men’s and Women’s, James Crompido 
of CME and Ma. Fe Aligam of Basic Education emerged 
as champions, respectively.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The players from the College of Maritime 

Education dominated in the SepakTakraw tournament. 
In the Academic Literary and Musical 

Competition (ALM), Basic Education, COTE, CLBE and 
CAS departments came out winners.  

As in past College Days, the Search for Mr. and 
Ms. BIT-IC 2017 pageant was the highlight of the 
celebration. The candidates walked gracefully in their 
designated attires and prepared hard for the challenging 
the Question-and-Answer portion. 
 After all the audience’s guessing on who would 
get the crown, after all the candidates’ enthusiasm over 
nervousness and worried looks, the judges proclaimed 
the COTE candidates as Mr. and Ms. BIT-IC 2017. Ms. 
MishelleBaldoza of CME and Mr. JhermelonBensiof the 
College of Technology were the first runners-up, 
followed by Ms. Wennah Claire Bagnol of Basic 
Education and Mr. BenjieAbalos of CLBE. In the end, 
everybody headed home that night convinced that Mr. 
ArnelKudasale and Ms. Maria Jessica Casaberde 
deserved their crowns.  

The 36th College Days ended with a nostalgic and 
much awaited friendship/exhibition game and reunion 
among ex-varsity players of the BIT-IC, who played under 
the team names BIT-IC Super Electrons, BIT-IC Super 
Cruisers and BIT-IC Beavers. 
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Campus News 

EMPOWERED AND INSPIRED THROUGH A LEADERSHIP SKILLS WORKSHOP 

With the goal of 

“Creating a Culture of 

Engagement and Impacting 

Change,” BIT-International 

College held, for the first 

time, a leadership 

development workshop for 

officers of the Supreme 

Student Government (SSG) 

and representatives of 

academic departments and 

units. The workshop was 

participated by SSG not 

only from the Main campus in Tagbilaran but also from the BIT-IC units in Carmen, Jagna and Talibon. BIT-IC in-house 

faculty, namely, Mr. NicandroPagaran, Mr. Wilbert Langamen, Ms. JessielOroyan, and Ms. FlordeliaBalite Fernandez, 

served as trainors for the officers. They touched on such topics and values-driven leadership, motivating members, 

conflict resolution, theories and styles of leadership, and effective leadership. 

Aside from the lectures, the participants were given the chance to be acquainted with each other 

throughfellowshipand games, facilitated by ArnelKudasale, BIT-IC Tagbilaran SSG President SY2016-2017. 

It is the hope of the BIT-IC Board of Trustees and Administration that the student leaders will be able to utilize 

the skills they learned from the workshops, to develop and improve them, in order for them to produce positive impacts 

on campus, in their respective  communities. 

In the survey that followed after the fellowship, the officers expressed desire to be further trained, and to have 

a two-day workshop, not just one. In response, BIT-IC Board of Trustees and Administration has scheduledthe second 

part of the workshop in January 2018. 
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I wanted to marry my 

dreams, so I cheated 

on fear and broke up 

with my doubts. 

- Anonym

ous 
“A dream does not 

become reality through 

magic. It takes sweat, 

determination and hard 

work.” 

Colin Lowell 

Left: Officers in a 

getting-to-you-

know-you 

fellowship game. 

Below: Officers 

showing their 

unity over lunch. 

 

Top: BIT-IC Tagbilaran, workshop speakers with BIT-IC Board of Trustees. 

Left: An officer proudly receives her certificate. 
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Campus News 

First Faculty and Staff Professional Development Day: A Resounding Success 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Campus News 

 Speakers at the 
event included Dr. JosefinoRonquillo 
of CHED Region 7, who talked about 
K-12 Updates on Life-long Learning 
and Institutional Sustainability 
Assessment (ISA) Typology, and Mr. 
Bryan Fernandez, who highlighted on 
Human Behavior in Organizations. 
FlordeliaBalite Fernandez, member of 
the Board of Trustees, spoke about 
Creating a Culture of Efficient 
Customer Service. 
 
 The event was very much well-

received by the participants, who wished 

that there was more time to ask 

questions and that it was more time to 

ask questions and that it was a two-day 

seminar cum workshop. 

Staying steadfast in its goals to improve overall quality 

at BIT-IC, the Administration spearheaded the planning and 

organization of the 1st Faculty and Staff Professional Day, 

which was held on August 28 at BIT-IC Tagbilaran.  

Originally designed to be a convocation for faculty and 
staff in all BIT IC units, BIT-IC Administration, the Deans and the 
heads of administrative offices re-programmed it to become a 
professional development day. When the Graduate School 
learned about it, it invited its students to attend. Professional 
Day was themed around “Filling in the Gaps to Go Beyond.” 

Close to a hundred per cent of faculty and staff all 

wearing in the official BIT-IC royal blue polo shirt and white 

pants joined, making the event more like a nostalgic, once-a-

year gathering among colleagues and friends. 

The graduate students and the head of the 
graduate school of BIT-IC Siquijor suggested that 
perhaps accommodations will be available next time, 
so they can stay overnight in Tagbilaran. 

The resounding success prompted the 
Graduate Schools to schedule another Professional 
Day this 2nd semester, which has been tentatively 
scheduled on the 2nd Sunday of January 2018. 

The Supreme Student Government (SSG) 
officers of BIT-IC more than ably provided secretariat 
services, almost like professionals, during the said 
Professional Day. 
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TECHNOLYMPICS 2017 
By: Jessa Rossell Petalcorin 

 

Amidst yells of excitement and enthusiasm 
interspersed with shouts from cheering fans, the 
College of Technology successfully held its Techno Day 
on August 19, with the theme: “Unity towards 
Excellence”.  

 
The one-day event took off with a Holy Mass at 

the nearby Our Lady of Lourdes Parish. 
 
After Mass, the College of Technology paraded 

into the BIT-IC Tagbilaran campus. Once inside the 
campus, a program followed, which included zumba 
participated by all students and instructors. 
 The crowd yelled in jubilation as the torch was 
lit. The torch lighting signified the official opening of the 
Games. 

One of the highlights of the Games was the 
Search for Ms. Sports 2017, which Melanie Joyce 
Bangalao easily won. 

 
Aside from the different sports played in 

celebration of Technolympics, there was the academic 
literary and musical competition where participants 
displayed their talents and skills. There were tears of 
frustration shed over defeat, but the spirit of 
sportsmanship prevailed all throughout the day. 

 
That night was the Search for Mr. and Ms. 

Technology 2017, who would represent the department 
in the Search for Mr. and Ms. BIT 2017-2018. Evelyn 
Lamo and JhermellonBensi went home that night with 
their crowns. 

 

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES BIG DAY 2017 
July 16, 2017 – The College of Arts and Sciences celebrated their big day with the theme: “Reaching Goals Through 

Sports” at seven o’clock in the morning. The event started off with a parade and the program proper then followed 

immediately after. All students from the College of Arts and Sciences wore their respective team shirts and enjoyed the 

Zumba Marathon. The oath of sportsmanship was then delivered and the torch was lighted thereafter. 

Yells and cheers were heard all over the gymnasium signaling everyone that the CAS BIG DAY is already at its peak as the 

most anticipated event of the day is about to happen – Mr. and Ms. CAS 2017, which captivated everyone. 

 

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION: Getting Bolder, Going Stronger 

July 07, 2017 – The College of Business Administration (CBA) of BIT International College held its CBA Day at BIT-

IC Dao Campus with the theme: “Playing to Live, Living to Lead.” 

The event started at exactly seven thirty in the morning with the Freshmen sporting their white shirts, the 

Sophomores in red, Juniors in blue, and the Seniors in black. The program began with an invocation led by Princess 

Laude Pacomios, former CBA Governor. The program was officially opened by John Ryan Generalao, CBA Governor, 

through his welcome address emphasizing the need for his fellow students to be always bold, to be an asset, and to 

always be guided by the BIT-IC slogan: “GO BEYOND. 

One of the most-awaited parts of the day was the cheerdance competition where the Freshmen were hailed as 

triumphant with their enthusiastic and thunderous Hiphip Hooray! The crowd then roared even more when the CBA… 
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Campus News 
 

…candidates for the BIT-IC 2017-2018 Ms. Sports showcased their beauty and poise. Ms. Addylin P. Yee, 3rd year BSBA - 

Financial Management major was hailed as BIT-IC Ms. Sports.  

After hailing Ms. Yee as BIT-IC Ms. Sports, all ball games – Basketball and Volleyball for men and women officially 

started. But what is a sports day without the ALM Competition? Chess, Scrabble, Extemporaneous Speaking, Essay 

Writing, Spelling,Vocal Solo and Vocal Duet, and General Information all took place at the Audio Visual Room.  

The AVR was set into fire when the lovely and handsome candidates graced the stage for the most-awaited 

search for Mr. and Ms. CBA 2017. With their wit, beauty and elegance, Ms. MaechelSalvanera and Mr. BenjieAbalos, a 

third year and fourth year BSBA-FM Majors were then hailed as Mr. and Ms. CBA 2017. 

The College of Business Administration’s ever-supportive Dean, Ms. Ma. LilibethTaga-an, MSBA delivered her 

message of thanks to the faculty members and the students for their hardwork without forgetting to aspire each young 

individual to be bright and to be a good role model to every growing youth and that closed the program. 

Event Winners: 

Vocal Solo: Ma. Kim Mifana 

Vocal Duet: Ma. Kim Mifana and Louie Jay Yamas 

Scrabble: Nicole Anne Bernadas 

Chess: Marvin Acero 

General Information: Jericho Lluvido 

Spelling: Christine Jumao-as 

Essay Writing: SharmenAsucan 

Extemporaneous Speaking: SharmenAsucan. 

Volleyball Men: Seniors 

Volleyball Women: Seniors 

Basketball Men: Seniors 

Basketball Women: Seniors 

 

PARAMEDICS DAYS 

Paramedics Days. A two day activity was 
conducted last July 14 and 15, 2017.  The students 
engage in sports and musical competition on the first 
day and build their teamwork on the second day. 
  

The activity started at exactly 7:00 am with the 
usual athletic parade of colors at the BIT International 
College Dao Grounds followed by warm up zumba lead 
by Mr. Roger Lacre. Opening prayer headed by Mr. 
Marc Immanuel Balite followed by oath of amateurism 
headed by Ms. Pia Marie Ramirez and the lighting of the 
torch relay by MarienelRulona, Mathew GiechoAraña, 
Leah Sanchez and Edison Opliar which officiallystarts 
the sports competition. The sun joined with the 

paramedical student as they enjoyed the variousevents, 
participating sports, dance and musical competition. 
The next day, July 15, 2017 was the Paramedics 
Acquaintance Party and Teambuilding held at White 
Beach Libaong, Panglao Bohol. It has been the much 
awaited event for all paramedics students especially 
freshmen and transferees. Fun-filled games were 
participated by the students and faculties aiming to 
build teamwork and trust to each other. Prizes and 
awards were awarded to the winners of different 
events both for the 1st and 2nd day of the event. 
 A lunch was shared by the entire department. 
Everyone enjoys the last part of the event as they 
immerse themselves in the cold-clear water of the 

Panglao white beach. 
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MARITIME DEPARTMENT LAUNCHES FIRST BIT-IC STUDENT 

CONVOCATION SERIES 
Among the new things happening in the BIT-IC System 

this school year are the Student Convocations, which aim to 
forge unity among our students from the different academic 
units and campuses, and to strengthen the bonds that tie them.  

 
These strong ties are vital in our students’ search for 

apprenticeships and cadetships, and eventually for jobs after 
graduation. There is no venue more appropriate than 
convocations for students and faculty alike to be informed of 
recent industry trends, business practices and major 
breakthroughs, of mandates, directives and guidelines from the 
Commission for Higher Education or Marina. 

 
Standing true to its commitment to improve the employability of our students, the BIT-IC Schools“will launch 

Student Convocations, which are crucial in providing knowledge to students of developments in the industry and ably 
prepare them in their career and lifetime goals,” FlordeliaBalite Fernandez, member of the BIT-IC Board of Trustees, 
cited in a meeting with the heads of departments and schools. “This unity is key to our success and existence. We can’t 
succeed if one school unit or department is left behind.” 
 

Industry and business leaders, heads of organizations, decision-makers, and managers are invited as guest 
speakers to the Student Convocations. Alumnialso come to share their stories of challenge and success, while at BIT, and 
after. Like family, faculty and students get together to listen to talks and lectures, to be acquainted with each other, and 
have fun. The Convocations give chance to BIT-IC students in Carmen, Jagna and Talibon to visit the head campus and 
update themselves. 

 
The Maritime Departments of BIT-IC Jagna, Tagbilaran and Talibon, which have increased to a size of 

approximately 1,100 cadets, unveiled the series of Convocations on June 24th, followed by the College of Teacher 
Education on August 27th, and Criminology, on October 1st. The other Colleges of Business Administration, Technology, 
and Paramedics held theirs on the first and second weekends of October. 

In addition to the Student Convocations, the BIT-IC System also embarked on a Professional Development Day 
for its Teaching and Non-Teaching Staff and graduate students. The speakers of this year’s Development Day were 
FlordeliaBalite Fernandez, member of the BIT Board of Trustees, who spoke on Creating a Culture of Efficient Customer 
Service, Dr. Josefino A. Ronquillo, PhD, of Ched Region 7, on K-12 Updates on Life-long Learning and Institutional 
Sustainability Assessment Development Day, and Mr. Bryan Fernandez of Cebu Normal University, on Human Behavior in 
Organizations. 
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Sharing smiles while reminiscing the challenges at sea as apprentices 

 

Campus News 

 

MMSPHIL EXECUTIVES GUEST FIRST BIT-IC MARITIME STUDENT CONVOCATION 
Roughly 1,000 students 

from the Maritime Departments in 
the three largest BIT-IC campuses 
in Jagna, Tagbilaran and Talibon 
convened at the BIT-IC Main 
Campus in Tagbilaran to 
participate in the 1st BIT-IC 
Maritime Student Convocation.  

 
Guest speakers were Capt. 

Irineo S. Balagtas and Dr. 
WyteBaldonaso of MMSPHIL 
Maritime Services Inc, (MMSPhil). 
MMSPhil is the Philippine-based 
subsidiary of Meiji Shipping, Inc. in 
Japan. Through MMSPhil, Meiji 
Shipping Japan has hired Filipino 
seafarers, some of them from BIT-
IC. The Convocation highlighted the success stories of some of the most capable, hardworking and courageous seafarer 
alumni from the Marine Transportation and Marine Engineering degree programs of BIT-IC. 

 
In his speech, Dr. Baldonaso, MMSPHIL Training Officer, stressed on the importance of perseverance and 

patience. “The seas can be treacherous and dangerous. The challenge can be so daunting, and yet winners don’t quit, 
and quitters don’t win,” he inspiringly pointed out to the Maritime students.  

Capt. Balagtas laid out the requirements of Meiji’s cadetship and OJT programs:  Aside from having a grade  
 

weight average of at least 85% , the cadet 
should be at least 5’4” tall, physically fit and 
single, at the time of embarkation. The cadet 
should pass the qualifying tests and score 
high in math, physics and English. 

 
BIT-IC President Emeritus and Bohol 

Vice-Governor Atty. Dionisio D. Balite, in his 
speech, touched on the scholarships offered 
to all BIT-IC students, ranging from 20% to as 
high as 100%, to give economically-
disadvantaged students the chance to acquire 
a college education. During his speech, he 
asked students who were enjoying 
scholarships to raise their hands. The 
MMSPHIL guest speakers were amazed to see 
the great majority of Maritime students who 
are scholars of BIT-IC. Surprised, Capt...     

L-R: Kenneth Francis Tan, Frances Joshua Balite, Ralph Jano, Capt. IreneoBalagtas,  

1A/EngrWetinoBaldozano, Deejay Miro, Felix Rendon, and James Fulmaran 
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…Balagtas said, “how has BIT-IC been able to 

stay afloat?” 
Rey Anunciado, 2015 BSMarE graduate from 

Napo, Inabanga, who apprenticed with Concrete 
Solutions Inc. last year, talked about “the need to ask 
whenever and every time you don’t know.” Mr. 
Anunciado just obtained his Bachelor’s, and is now 
preparing to sit down for the OIC-EW licensure 
examination.  
 Also gracing the 1st BIT-IC Maritime Student 
Convocation were alumni of immediate past years who 
apprenticed at Meiji Shipping. Among them were 
Kenneth Francis B. Tan, James Fulmaran, Felix Rendon, 
Ralph Jano, Deejay Miro, and Francis JoshuaBalite. In a 
quick interview, most of the cadets mentioned that they 
heard BIT from friends and neighbors. “That is how I 
ended up enrolling in BIT-IC,” happily reminisces 
Kenneth Tan, who is a native of Albur town. Felix who is 
from Kabasacan, Sagbayan, and a Marine Engineering 
graduate, added, “They were telling me that the school 
is prestigious and it offered scholarships. Most of the 
graduates from this school were successful in their own 
ways.” James, who moved to Bohol from Sibulan, 
Negros Oriental, to study BSMT at BIT-IC, said that the 
discounted tuition fees made college affordable 
compared to other schools. “That BIT-IC is in Marina’s 
White List is the biggest bonus of all.” 

The former apprentices shared their hopes that 
more alumni cadets from BIT-IC would qualify for Meiji 
Group’s apprenticeship program, pass the OIC-EW or  
OIC-NW Licensure Examinations, and become successful 
seafarers and marine officers. 

 

 

 

FUTURE EDUCATORS JOIN FIRST COTE 

CONVOCATION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 27, 2017 - the College of Teacher 

Education’s 1st convocation was held at BIT 
International College, main covered court. The purpose 
of this event is to get some ideas about the real world 
of teaching profession. 

The LET top achievers delivered their 
testimonial messages about the Licensure Examination 
for Teachers. Their message is not only about the LET 
but it was also about what they have been through 
before, during and after the licensure examinations. 
Atty. Dionisio D. Balite, Ph.D. also gave an inspirational 
message to the future educators. Other respectable 
speakers were also given the time and opportunity to 
give ideas about the assigned topics. The participants 
were not only from BIT-IC main campus. The different 
delegations came from the different campuses of BIT-IC 
here in Bohol.  
At 3:00pm the event was officially ended through a 

disco for all. Future educators went home more 

confidently and with a smile. Those ideas that were 

planted in their minds will give them courage to face 

the real world of work. 
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SSG ON THE MOVE!  

The Supreme Student Government of BIT-IC 

Tagbilaran conducted its 1st Student General Assembly on 

September 28 and 29, 2017 at the new AVR, with a theme 

“In Unity, We Are Stronger”.  
The SSG took this initiative in order to unify the , 

the SSG and BIT-IC. The SSG officers facilitated and spoke 
during the assembly. They tackled topics that affect 
student life at BIT-IC Tagbilaran such as the proper use of 
social media, the cleanliness and orderliness on campus, 
safety and security rules and regulations on campus, 
procedures to follow in using the covered court and other 
school facilities. Also discussed were updates on SSG 
financial statements and funds, the offices, and proposed 
projects for the 1st semester. The Assembly also served as 
venue for the SSG to disseminate information on 
upcoming activities and events at BIT-IC. 

 
With the success of the 1st Student General 

Assembly, the SSG are looking forward to the next 
assembly and aims to make that gathering more enjoyable 
and productive. 

 

BUWAN NG WIKA 2017: FILIPINO – WIKANG PAGBABAGO 
By: Jansid Bryan Cabajog 
 

Ang wikang Filipino ay sadyang katangi-tangi sa 
kadahilanang ito’y nakakatulong sa pag-unlad ng ating sarali 
maski na sa ating bansa. Sa ating sarili, nagagawa na’ting 
makipaghalubilo sa kapwa at magkaintindihan kahit saang 
panig man ng ating bansa. Sa tulong ng wikang Filipino ay 
nagkakaunawaan tayo. Sa ating bansa, ang pakikipag-ugnayan 
sa pakikipagkalakalan ay nagiging madaliang komunikasyon.  

Ang lokal na industriya ay napahahalagahan at ang 
lahat ay nagkakaisasaisa ng pananaw, ang umunlad ang bayan 
at ang pamumuhay ay maging matiwasay. Ang wikang Filipino  
ay isang wikang may buhay sapagkat ito’y nagbabago 
depende sa panahon, henerasyon at ng tao. Sa kasalukuyan, 
ang mga kabataan ay nagiging malikhain sa pagbuo o 
pagbigkas ng ilang mga salitang Filipino at dahil rito ay 
nabibigyan ng bagong kulay at bihis ang ating wikang Filipino.  

 Sa nasabing aktibidad ay may nakahandang mga 
presentasyon na nagpapakita ng pagkilala sa ating sariling 
wika’t kasarinlan. Nariyan ang mga katutubong sayaw, 
vocal solo at tula na mas lalong nagbigay kulay sa 
programa. Naging malaman rin ang mensahe ng panauhing 
tagapagsalita na si Gng. Loreta Gallo, MA kung saan 

binigyan niya ng punto sa kanyang mensahe ang patuloy na 
pag-unlad ng wikang Filipino gayon din ang halaga nito sa 
paglago ng ating bansa. Bilang pagpapakita ng pagmamahal 
sa wika ay nagkaroon ng mga patimpalak: Paggawa ng 
poster at slogan na ginanap noong Agosto 18, 2017 sa old 
EDP at pagsulat ng sanaysay at tula na ginanap naman 
noong Agosto 23, 2017 sa main library. Ang mga nagwagi 
sa nasabing patimpalak ay binigyan ng parangal sa araw ng 
selebrasyon. Bb. Roda Mae Pescadero sa sanaysay, Bb. 
Marjan Duran satula, Bb. Sara Joi Barrera sa poster at Bb. 
Lovet Zhalvision Garcia sa slogan, mga nagwagi sa unang 
gantimpala sa kani-kanilang katergoryan gsinalihan. 
 Ang programa ay nagtapos sa isang mensahe mula 
sa tagapayong SAMAFIL na si G. Rodrigo P. Almedilla , 
MATFIL kung saan pinasalamatan niya ang pamunuan ng 
BIT-IC sa pagbigay pahintulot at suporta, sa mga mag-aaral 
at mga bisita na mas lalong nagdagdag kulay at kasiyahan 
sa programa. Higit sa lahat ang pagpapaalala sa lahat na 
ipagmalaki, pahalagahan at mahalin ang wikang Filipino. 
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Campus News 
 

JAPANESE LANGUAGE LANDS ON BIT-IC SYSTEM 
 

Since 2nd semester of School Year 2016-7, Japanese language of Nihongo(日本語) has been taught at BIT-IC 
Tagbilaran to Hotel and Restaurant Management and Business students, who have a foreign language (FL) requirement 
in their degree programs. 
 Four of the graduating seniors from the College of Arts and Sciences who major in Hotel and Restaurant 
Management studied Japanese last summer, namely, Mark Michael Idul, Joana Tess Hidalgo, Faustino, Malig-on, Jr, and 
GiaSombrio. In an interview, they shared their thoughts about their Japanese language class at BIT-IC. Mark Michael 
graduated from Saint Nicholas Academy in Dimiao. Joana Tess is from Catigbian, and a graduate of Haguilanan High 
School. Faustino Jr. hails from Loboc, and graduated from PMI Loboc Academy. Gia is from Danao and a graduate of 
Cantubod National High School. 
 Japanese language at BIT-IC is taught by Flordelia A. Balite Fernandez, member of the Board of Trustees of BIT-
IC, who, as a recipient of Japanese Government scholarships studied and lived in Japan, and spent some of her years 
working for Japanese corporations and the Philippine Embassy in Tokyo. 

 
1) How did you know about BIT? 

Mark: I have a lot of classmates who graduated AHRM in BIT-IC. They are 
now working at different hotels here in Bohol. Some of them are working 
at 5-star hotels. I also have close friends who graduated from BIT-IC; six of 
them passed the Licensure Examination for Teachers last October 2016. 
Now, they are working as a teachers. 
Joana Tess: I knew about BIT through my friends. I also had teachers who 
graduated from BIT. Having passed the Licensure Examinations for 
Teachers, they now have stable jobs. 
Faustino, Jr: I have lots of friends who graduated from BIT-IC, and most of 
them are already working abroad. 
Gia: I have friends who study at BIT-IC. I have also friends in our town who 
are products of BIT-IC, and they are now working abroad. 

 
 

2) What were your expectations in this 
subject/course? 
Mark: I thought that it would be one of the hardest 
subjects in my course. But on the other hand, it was also a 
challenge for me to learn Japanese language in such a 
short span of time.   
Joana Tess: That I would have a hard time memorizing the 
scripts. I was afraid that I would not pass the subject. 
Faustino: I expected that Japanese language would be a 
difficult subject because I never had encountered this 
subject yet. 
Gia: My expectation was to learn a lot from this class. This 
was really an interesting subject to study, because it 
taught me to speak and write another language. 

 

Gia Sombrio 
Faustino Malig-on, Jr 

Faustino Malig-on, Jr.  
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3) What did you learn in the class? 
Mark: I really learned a lot. I can’t imagine that I can now already write, read, speak 
and think like a Japanese. I can also write and read Hiragana characters and some 
kanji or Chinese characters. 
Joana Tess: How to read and write the hiragana scripts and some Japanese words. 
Faustino, Jr: I learned a lot of things like writing hiragana characters, reading 
Japanese language, and interacting with other people such as the Japanese. 
Gia: I learned hiragana characters. I also learned how to speak and read Japanese 

words and sentences.  

 

4) What are some of the unforgettable moments in that class? 

Mark: One thing that I can’t forget about in this class is our kind and thoughtful 

Sensei and her challenging quizzes. 

Joana Tess: Having errors in reading Japanese sentences! A sushi eraser as a raffle 

prize! 

Faustino, Jr:  Some things that I can’t forget about this class are the difficult  

quizzes and challenging assignments. 

 Gia: I can’t forget our Sensei because she taught us a lot of things, not just Hiragana characters, but also

 encouraged us to go beyond our dreams. 

 
 
 
  
 
  

  

  

Mark Michael Idul 

A WORK OF ART: 

Hiragana script 

project of the Basic 

Japanese I Summer 

Class at BIT-IC 

Tagbilaran. 

Basic Japanese I was offered 

for BIT-IC Jagna Business 

(Accountancy majors) in the 

months of August and 

September. In BIT-IC 

Tagbilaran, it will again be 

offered in December 2017 and 

January 2018. 

Students who don’t require 

Foreign Language in their 

course programs are more 

than welcome to enroll in this 

course. 
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Our Hopes, Our Prayers, Our Dreams to GO BEYOND 
In this section, students from BIT-IC campuses exchange views on what brought them to BIT-IC, and what their hopes and 
dreams are, as they continue their journey here at BIT-IC and weave their way toward graduation. 
 
 
 

 
  

  

I am Annabelle Micutuan, a senior at 
BIT-IC, taking up Bachelor of Science in 
Information Technology. I graduated 

high school from Lourdes National High 
School. I live in Libaong, Panglao. 

 

I am Ivan Kit Torres, son of Jose B. 
Torres and Germiniana L. Torres of 

Pamaong Extension in Tagbilaran City. 
I’m taking a Bachelor of Science in 

Information Technology or BSIT at BIT-
IC, and currently in my final year. 

I am John Tadeo C. Durano, also a 
junior and BSED-English major at 
BIT-IC. I finished high school from 

Holy Child Academy, Nueva Estrella, 
Bien Unido, Bohol. 

 

I am Ritchel Banac, from Puangyuta, 

Dimiao. I graduated from Dimiao 

National High School. I am in my final 

year in Criminology at BIT-IC Tagbilaran. 

I am Apple Inas, from Libjo, Sikatuna. I 

finished high school at Sikatuna National 

High School. I hope to graduate Criminology 

from BIT-IC Tagbilaran in March. 

I am Jeremias Pahang Jr., from Bool, 
Tagbilaran. I came into BIT-IC from Dr. 
CecilioPutong National High School in 
this city. I am on my final year in BS 

Criminology. 
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How did you know about BIT-IC? 

Annabelle: Well,honestly, since I was a child I already knew many things about BIT because my father studied and graduated there. 

He now has a  great job. 

Ivan Kit: I came to know the school BIT- IC from an acquaintance, who told me that BIT is an affordable college with good teachers. I 

tried to look at the other schools, but the prices were beyond what my family could afford. This college where I wanted to enroll in 

was too far away from home and my mother didn’t want me to board. After all the consideration, I thought and said to myself that 

BIT-IC was PERFECT. 

John Estoce: Some of my cousins and friends were products of BIT. They all had great stories about the school. Today, I am a part of 
this wonderful institution! 
Almarie: My neighbors who went to BIT-IC shared their academic experiences and success stories. Once, a neighbor told me: “It is a 
school that can hone your full potential, and make you a wholesome individual.” 

John Durano:I ‘ve known BIT IC since I was in high 
school. Some BIT faculty and staff and students came 
to my school to campaign for students. With my 
father’s encouragement and support, I enrolled here, 
and I am now a part of this institution. Additionally, 
most of our teachers in high school were from BIT IC. 
They were fantastic mentors and excellent in their 
field of specialization. 
Princess:   My batchmates in high school talked 
about BIT--- that this institution was giving out 
scholarships to honor students. I consider these 
scholarships as great gifts from God. BIT-IC’s 50% 
discounted tuition are such great instruments that 
help young people achieve their dreams. I am 
receiving a 90% discount on my tuition. It is really 
such a great help. 
Christine: I chose BIT-IC because of its affordable 
education. I've known BIT-IC through my uncle who 
graduated from here. 
John Ryan: I knew about BIT IC when I was in my final 
year in high school. BIT-IC faculty and staff visited our 
high school for their annual school campaign…. 

 
 
 

 I am Almarie Grace Ocay, also a junior and BSED major at BIT-IC Talibon. I graduated from Bansa National 
High School, in Tapon, Ubay. 

 I am John Michael Estoce, currently a junior, BSED major in BIT-Talibon. I graduated from Pres. Carlos P. 

Garcia Memorial High School in Talibon, Bohol. 

 I am Princess Pacomios. I am on my final year in the Bachelor of Science in Accountancy degree program, and 

I finished high school at San Miguel Technical Vocational School in San Miguel, Bohol. 

 I am Christine Mary TorregosaJumao-as from Bato, Buenavista, Bohol. I completed my Secondary Education 

from Cangawa National High School. 

 I am John Ryan Generalao, Jr. I am on my third year BS in Accountancy. I graduated from San Miguel 
Technical Vocational School in San Miguel, Bohol. 

Do you have a success from your classroom or classes at BIT-IC, 
any inspiring story to tell about your classmates and mentors at 
BIT-IC that you would like to share? What fun activities have you 
had at BIT-IC that make your stay here worthwhile? How were 
you able to connect your BIT-IC education to greater society? 

How were you able to encourage friends and neighbors to come 
to BIT-IC? 

Through these stories and many more, you will be able to help 

your friends and neighbors and family to find new inspiration and 

ideas. Your stories are important to further invigorate BIT-IC, so 

please send us your stories! (Note: The Builder will always be 

collecting these stories, so just keep them coming!) 

For contributions, suggestions and opinions concerning The 

Builder, please email BITTheBuilder@gmail.com, and if 

concerning BIT-IC, please email BITICSchools@gmail.com, for you 

to be attended to shortly. 
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…I chose this school because I was interested in the scholarships offered by the school. I was inspired by the message of 
our very own President-Emeritus who is now the Vice-Governor of our province. Also, I knew about BIT IC when one of 
the elite people in our town who was once a Law student in BIT IC hurdled the Bar Exam.  
Ritchel: At first, I was confused on where to study in college. One day, a bosom friend approached me and asked me 
where I will go for college. From her, I heard great stories about BIT, among them, its achievements. As I listened to her 
stories about BIT, I became very excited. I couldn’t explain why. I asked a lot of questions about the programs, and even 
sports, because I happen to be good in a sport. My best friend also gave me information about the scholarships that BIT 
has been giving to students with special circumstances. 
I felt motivated and harbored enough courage to enroll in BIT. The internet helped me answer some of my questions 
about the schools. It mattered most to me to find out that most of the Criminology graduates of BIT have become police 
officers and now have stable jobs. 
Apple: I was very happy that there is such an institution like BIT-IC. I consider myself lucky because here, I have been 
able to pursue college through scholarships. A scholarship is very important for me to be able to study in college. Most 
of the students here at BIT-IC enjoy the privilege up until the time they graduate. The teachers and staff here, especially 
those in the Criminology Department, are approachable and friendly. There are lots of activities here at BIT-IC that 
enable you to enhance your talents and skills, and most of all, where you can find and make your new good friends. BIT 
has also produced board passers and now have stable jobs. Some of them have become instructors themselves, 
unselfishly imparting their knowledge to students. And lastly BIT IC is like a family that shares blessings and love to 
others. 
Jeremias Jr: I knew about BIT IC through my sister who graduated from BIT-IC, and like me, was also a scholar. She 
encouraged me to enroll in this school. The tuition was affordable, unlike the other schools. I grabbed the opportunity in 
enrolling here, and luckily, I was able to get a scholarship. I work hard to obtain high grades, which is one of the reasons 
why I got a high discount on my tuition fees. I trust that BIT IC will help me slowly fulfill my dreams to become a 
professional. BIT has helped me get out from my shell because I was once a shy person. BIT-IC has exposed me to a lot of 
activities, programs and contests, which have helped me boost my self-confidence. BIT has really molded me well in 
preparation for life after college. 

 

What are your hopes, your prayers, and your dreams? 

Annabelle: I hope I’d be able to get higher grades so I can continue to enjoy my scholarship here at BIT-IC. I pray that I 
will be able to finish my studies and graduate on time. Also I am dreaming that soon after graduation, I will be able to 
land on a great job that fits my course. 
Ivan Kit: I won’t ask anything that is too grand. I dream to get the highest possible grade and get the best experience I 
can be prepared for the upcoming trial in life and help my family in gaining financial 
stability. 

 

  
John Estoce: With the help of God 

and BIT IC, I hope and pray that I 

can finish my studies, instill in me 

the values and ideals of a market-

ready professional in order for me 

to serve my country and the 

world. 

Almarie: I hope that with the 

Almighty’s blessings, BIT IC 

will continue to shine in 

excellence in service to 

humanity by way of imparting 

education and more 

scholarship grants to 

deserving students. Lastly, I’d 

like to graduate, land a job 

and be the epitome of a true 

BITnian. 
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John Ryan: I really love BIT IC as much as I love my family. I am very proud to be a part of this 

institution. In fact, I spend more time at school than at home these days. I hope that all the 

members of this institution, the BIT IC Employees and Staff, Students and Administration, will 

unite together towards our Vision, Mission and Goal. I believe that it is only through unity that 

we can change and make BIT-IC better. I pray that God will always guide and protect all the 

people who help in initiating change for the betterment of our school and for a brighter 

tomorrow of its students. I dream that our school will pass all the accreditation requirements so 

that it will become a university soon. Once this will become a university, more people especially 

the out-of-school youth will have the chance to acquire an education, a job or a profession. 

Princess:  It’s been 4 years, and it’s a blessing to be one of the students in this 
institution. BIT-IC has helped mold the person that I am today. I hope that BIT-IC will 
remain to be a humble institution and help marginalized students. I hope that God will 
continue to guide BIT-IC for it to become a stronger institution, for it to continue to have 
an impact in the lives of Boholanos. We students will support BIT-IC until forever in our 
hearts and minds. I Love You, BIT- IC. Go Beyond! 
 

Christine: I hope that this school can 
be the instrument for every youth in 
Bohol to reach and attain their goals in 
life. Every day I pray for the guidance 
of our Lord Jesus Christ in my studies 
and for the success of this institution. 
 

John Durano: I hope that I can continue my 

schooling here in BIT IC, be able to maintain 

high grades so I can continue to avail of the 

scholarship grant. I pray to God that 

someday, I can be of great help to people by 

educating them the BIT-IC way. 

Ritchel: In order to attain your goals, you must define yourself on what your 

hopes and dreams are and how you are to reach them. As a criminology student, 

I hope to overcome trials that come in my studies. I want to continue enjoying 

my scholarship so I can continue and finish my course. 

My dream is to see myself wear the graduation toga, and with dignity, wear my 

uniform as a law enforcer. I believe that there is nothing impossible if I stay 

positive and continue to work hard to bring home the bacon.    

Apple:  As an academic scholar, I strive and study hard to maintain my grades until I graduate. When I was a freshmen, I dreamed to becoming a 

dean’s lister in our department. Unfortunately I was not able to make it happen. I hope to graduate with honors, and then take the board 

examination after graduation. If I pass the exam, I will apply for a position in the PNP. Moreover, I hope that BIT will continue to give opportunities 

to people who have ambitions in life through scholarships. And I also hope that this institution will become a university someday. And finally, I pray 

to God that all these hopes and dreams will come true. 

Jeremias, Jr: I hope that BIT IC will continue to help poor people like me to achieve their goals in life, which are to have a good quality of education 

and to earn a college degree that will be their means to get jobs that will give them financial stability. Not all schools can accommodate students 

who do not have the means or are born into poverty. BIT-IC has offered a lot of scholarships to help students pursue their dreams. With that, I am 

hoping that BIT-IC can continue its passion and mission to provide opportunities to students born under special circumstances. I pray that BIT-IC will 

continue to grow and produce more professionals. For myself, I dream to finish my studies, pass the board examination and find a good job. I dream 

that one day in my life I will be known as one with courage, one who has fulfilled his dreams despite being born with socio-economics 

inconveniences and disadvantages. Whichever path I will take, I pray always for the guidance of the Holy Spirit my dreams are paired with personal 

sacrifices and profound trust in the Lord. As a student of BIT IC, I aspire always to go beyond my dreams. 
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BIT-IC’s Creamy GO BEYOND Harvest 

This section of The Builder features recent Board passers of national licensure examinations. These are the former BIT-IC students and alumni who 
are our PRIDE and our SPIRIT, and  who form OUR FINEST TRADITIIONS OF BEING HUMBLE PRODUCTS AND BOUNTIFUL HARVEST. 

Let us listen to their endearing words of encouragement and wisdom. 

 

Anthony Dei Villamor Dalida earned his Bachelor of Laws from 

BIT-IC. He is married to Pearly B. Daleon-Dalida of Valencia, and with her, he 
has three children ages 3, 1 and a newborn. 

 
1) How did you get to BIT? Why did you choose BIT as the place 

where you should study? 
I heard of BIT from my colleagues at the DILG who were taking up Law. 

Being a government employee, I wanted a law school with a class schedule 
favorable to my circumstances. Only BIT provided the executive weekend class. 
Hence, there was only one inevitable choice. This was the primary reason why I 
chose to study law at BIT-IC. 

Secondly, BIT has the most affordable tuition among the law schools in 
Bohol. Unlike the multiple tens of thousands per semester in the other schools, 
I paid only 8,000 pesos per semester, on the average. The fifty percent (50%) 
discount offered to government employees was a big help to me personally. It 
was good that with the discount, the quality of teaching was not compromised. 

 
2) Any changes at BIT---then and now (from the time you 
started to what it is now)? 
Back then, there was no covered court. Today there is a 
spacious and modern-looking covered court. And the 
buildings got a new paint make-up job. 
 
3) Your unforgettable moments at BIT-IC? 
Numerous unforgettable moments. Every exam by the 
legendary Professor Atty. Angel Ucat was surely a memorable 
one for every law student at BIT-IC. 
 
4) What it took you to hurdle the bar examinations? (What 
sacrifices did you have to make?) 
Financial and emotional sacrifices had to be made. Given the 
sky-high cost of living in Manila, the cost of review classes 
and other necessary expenses, pecuniary advances have to 
be executed, all stretching the limits of what I could extract 
from my meager remunerations. Most painful of all is that, 
since I was away, I never got to personally see the first four 
months of my baby boy. But through it all, my wife and I 
thought that what I was doing was for the children’s sake and 
for our family’s future. These thoughts made the suffering 
less excruciating. 
 
5) How does it feel to become a lawyer? 
Euphoric? Ecstatic? Any synonym of extreme happiness you 
can think of! Relief also since, at least, the future of my family  

 
now has a significantly higher probability of improving its 
finances. 
6)  Where do you see yourself a year from now, and ten 
years from now? 
One year from now hopefully I will have the privilege of 
working with the Public Attorney’s Office. Ten years from 
now I dream to be in the Judiciary. For both, hopefully, I will 
be teaching Law in BIT-IC. 
7) Message to BIT-IC students, to your teachers, and to 
Administration  
To BIT-IC students, particularly those studying law, never 
waver. Never surrender. In studying law, the greatest 
commitment is needed: Time. Dedicating a significant portion 
of time is needed in passing law school and the bar exams. 
Use this time to do your readings in earnest. 
To our professors at BIT-IC Law, thank you so much for the 
unending support and for setting aside a significant part of 
your lives to mold us and facilitate our legal learnings. Being a 
lawyer would have been impossible without your guidance 
and direction. 
 
To BIT-IC Administration, thank you so much for giving us the 
opportunity to study Law affordably and with quality. I hope 
that the executive class will continue, since said arrangement 
is a godsend for government employees wanting to take up 
Law. 



The Builder Go Beyond June – October 2017 

20 | B I T - I C  T a g b i l a r a n  
 

 

Our Hopes, Our Prayers, Our Dreams to GO BEYOND 

 

  
Edmar D. Rodela, spent all four years of his law studies at BIT-IC College of Law, Tagbilaran City 

Main Campus. He is married to  Ma. Gigi Falcon-Rodela of Cahayag, Tubigon. Together, they have two 
boys:  Jude Matthew F. Rodela, 7 years old, and John Nathan F. Rodela, 5 years old. 
 
1) How did you get to BIT? Why did you choose BIT as the place where you should study? 
I searched for a school that could make me a lawyer given my situation, and decided to enroll at BIT.  I 
had several considerations in choosing BIT, and among them were: (1) the law classes at BIT gave me 
sufficient time to study well without disrupting my work as a government employee, and (2) the tuition 
fees were well within my budget. 
 
2) Any changes at BIT---then and now (from the time you started to what it is now)? 
Certainly there had been changes in the buildings, such as BIT’s gym at the Tagbilaran City Main 
Campus.  It was not there yet when I started law school.  But more than that, I should say there has 
been a huge lift in the number of enrollees, insofar as Bachelor of Laws is concerned. When I began law 
back in 2012, there were just around 30 of us, or even less.  From 2013 through 2016, the number of 
freshmen enrollees in the College of Law soared, and at one time, it even reached more or less 50 
students.  To me, this is a positive change for BIT as an educational institution. 
 

3) Your unforgettable moments at BIT-IC? 
Well, I find this embarrassing, but I just have to tell a soul or two about it.  My unforgettable 
moments were the first time I received my corrected examination notebooks from Atty. Angel 
Ucat and Atty. Roberto Maligmat.  One notebook got a notation, which read, “VG”, which I 
believed, meant “very good.” The other one clearly spelled out “Very Good!”  In those moments, I 
felt the childlike happiness to know that my work was appreciated, leading me to believe that I 
could actually do it – to finish law and have a good chance of passing the bar.  I have good reasons 
for believing so because these professors are among the best in law in Bohol, if not in the whole 
country. 
 
4) What it took you to hurdle the bar examinations? (What sacrifices did you have to make?) 
It took everything I got.  I did what needed to be done.  I studied almost every day in all four years 
I was in law school.  This I did, while I worked with government, performed my roles as husband 
and a father of two.  It sounds like a lot of sacrifice actually, but not if you have come to find 
purpose and happiness in doing it. 
 

5) How does it feel to become a lawyer? 
It feels great! Not everyone can become a lawyer.  At the same time, it is scary because along with 
my becoming a lawyer is the realization that I now have to bear on my shoulders the great 
responsibility of being a member of that system that dispenses, and is ought to dispense, justice to 
all.  And that is on top of my other equally important duties as a family man. 
 
6)  Where do you see yourself a year from now, and ten years from now? 
A year from now or maybe a couple of years, I see myself preparing for private practice, and at the 
same time, teaching a few law subjects to prospective lawyers.  Ten years from now, I see myself 
as a well-sought out trial lawyer and a respected professor of law. 
 
7) Message to BIT-IC students, to your teachers, and to BIT-IC Administration  
To BIT-IC students, try your best to study and learn better not just because you want to find and 
land on good-paying jobs but also to become better men and women.  Read good books, watch 
educational programs, talk to older people and mature-thinking young men and women, and learn 
from their wisdom.  From there, make up your minds on how you shall lead your own lives. To my 
teachers as far back as my Day Care year up to the time I was at law school, I salute to your 
dedication.  What you do for your students is no easy job.  I thank you for molding me into the 
person that I am now, for your efforts and dedication, the same way that you would have done 
with your own children.  For that, please accept my deepest gratitude. 
To BIT-IC Administration, thank you for your initiative in offering the Bachelor of Laws Course, for 
making it possible for full-time employees and family men like me to study law.   
 
 

The newly-minted lawyer with his 

wife Gigi and their two young sons 
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Neil Sombrio, third from right, with friends and classmates in the College of 

Technology 

Neil Petalcorin Sombrio. Neil is the older of the two 

children of Femia Petalcorin, a teacher, and Nestor Sombrio, a 
farmer. He is from Kagawasan, San Miguel. He finished 
secondary education at Mahayag National High School. 
 

1) What brought you to BIT-IC? How did you know about the 
school? 
I got to know BIT through my neighbors and friends. Before 
graduating high school, there were BIT-IC staff who came to 
our school to do a presentation on privileges that BIT-IC was 
offering. What caught my attention was the discounted 
tuition fee, that I thought would surely ease the financial 
burden of my parents. It was good to know that students I 
chose BIT-IC because I was certain that it would open the 
door for my future. I knew from the very start that this 
institution could offer a greater avenue of professional 
growth and development. 
 

2) What changes have you seen in BIT-IC, from the time you started to the time you graduated and to the present?Based 
on my observations, there have been several changes: 1. Additional facilities such as the new building, the AVR, laboratory 
rooms and the covered court. 2. The growing student population. 3. New set of efficient faculty and staff, and 
administration. 4. Stricter policies, rules and regulations are being imposed. 
 
3) Your unforgettable moments at BIT-IC? 
I should say that thanks to the people, who in one way or another helped and molded me to become who I am today. 
Many of the memories of college life were borne out of my friendships with them. My active participation in curricular 
activities, the fun-filled classes and lessons from the faculty, the friendships I made, and lastly, seeing my parents beam 
with pride and happiness as they witnessed me receive the hard-earned diploma on graduation day were some of my 
heart-melting memories. 
 
4) What it took you to hurdle the engineering licensure examinations? (What sacrifices did you have to make?) 
The road that led to the realization of my greatest dream was tough. The journey was not at all easy. Everything is a result 
of hard work, patience, determination and FAITH to the Almighty. My desire to give back to the hard work of my parents 
was my greatest motivation. My will to make them proud of me ignited my spirit to pursue the licensure exam. 
Nonetheless, this pursuit was also because of my family, friends and special someone who kept on pushing me beyond my 
limits. Amidst those sleepless nights, loneliness of staying away from my family and financial difficulties, I can proudly say 
that all sweat and tears were all worth it, and I made it! 
 
5) Your message to BIT-IC students, to your teachers, and to BIT-IC Administration 
To my BIT IC Family, esp to the faculty: Thank you for sharing your knowledge that went beyond the four corners of the 
classroom. Thank you for the learnings that equipped me to be internationally competent and ready to conquer the 
challenges of the world. Thank you for molding me, inspiring me and helping me to be who I am today. 
To the students: Never give up. Pray and never let poverty be a hindrance in your pursuit of success. Remember that 

knowledge can never be stolen and can never be taken away from you. Our success is our greatest gift to our parents. 

Always dream high, GO BEYOND! 
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Erwin at his work desk at Metrobank, Tokyo 

Office. 

Erwin Tambis Rebosura was among the pioneer students in the 5-year Bachelor of 

Science in Computer Engineering program at BIT-IC Tagbilaran, which was then BIT-
Tagbilaran. He is now a systems IT analyst at the Tokyo Branch of the Metropolitan 
Bank & Trust Company.  
 
Hailing from Salvador, Cortes, Bohol, Erwin is married to Margiefe Ampon of Cortes, 
Bohol, with whom he has two children - Vash Irwin and Shavrie, 8 years old and 3 years 
old, respectively. 
 
 

 

Erwin with his family 

1) How did you get to BIT? Why did you choose BIT as the place where you should study? 
Based on what I perceived of education and learning in the context of affordable education and 
good quality education, BIT was my choice. At that time, BIT had just opened its BS in Computer 
Engineering program. I grabbed the opportunity, thinking that pioneering programs leverage 
program quality to ensure the growth in popularity and reputation of the institution. 
 
2) Any changes at BIT---then and now (from the time you started to what it is now)? 
Proud to say that BIT has expanded considerably not just in terms of the upgrades in 
infrastructures. The physical expansion in buildings and campuses have been matched alike with 
innovative teaching and learning. The results of board and licensure examinations including the 
bar in the past few years are evident of such growth and progress. 
 
3) Your unforgettable moments at BIT-IC? 
My most unforgettable moment at BIT was at the computer laboratory where I successfully ran my first assembly language program after several 
failed attempts and prolonged mental agony and frustrations. It was the defining moment of my computer programming career and a major leap 
towards more advanced programming challenges. 
Other unforgettable moments were during the preparation of the final exams at the end of every semester. Getting your clearance signed by the 
respective signatories who were "kind of hard to get" was much harder than passing the real final exams:) 
 
4) What did it take you to hurdle the bar/engineering/nursing national licensure examinations? (What sacrifices did you have to make?) 
Computer Engineering does not require any board examination, but that does not mean that there are no hurdles.  I've come this far and I realized 
that I have learned a lot of things. First and foremost, I have faith in God.  
Next to the Divine Providence is my mindset and attitude.  My approach is like that of a computer program - you need to have more processing 
capacity (processor) and wide array of storage capacity (memory) and output to generate the desired goal or result in a repetitive process (loop). 
 
5) How does it feel to become a licensed lawyer/engineer/nurse/maritime officer? 
Personally, I don't think I feel so much better about being an "engineer."  For sure, I have moments of satisfaction and appreciation. I am very 
thankful for what I am and have become.  But with the rate that technology advances daily, a so-called "engineer" can become easily outdated in 
this age of fast-paced technological change. 
 
6) What brought you to Japan? How did it happen that you came to work in Japan? 
As a typical young IT professional at that time, I was seeking greener pastures abroad because of the scarcity of IT opportunities at home. At that 
time there was a Japanese software company interested in setting up outsourcing jobs in the Philippines. In order to recruit potential candidates, 
this Japanese software company approached the University of the Philippines Cebu to conduct standardized exams to find the best possible 
candidates. Those who passed the exams were hired and given Japanese language training. Luckily, I was one of them. That was my ticket to work in 
Japan.  
 

7) Any advice you can give to BIT students who wish to work overseas? 
Read as much as you can, as many books as you can. If you are a programmer, you need to read more than just code.  Learning to code 
means you have to be able to read lots of code.  When you become comfortable with your coding skills, get computer programming 
certifications and find the most valuable certification for your career path. I got my Java Certification and it really helped me get a job. 
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Hear ye! Hear ye! THE SSG PRESIDENT IS PASSING BY…. 

 
VICTOR ACABO, the former Mr. BIT for SY 2016-2017, is Supreme Student Government (SSG) 
President of BIT-IC Tagbilaran for SY 2017-2018.  
Hailing from Sitio Tagwahan, Barangay Manaba in Garcia-Hernandez and a graduate of Garcia-
Hernandez High School, Victor is on his third year as a Teacher Education major specializing in 
social studies.  
His father works for the Garcia-Hernandez LGU as member of its maintenance crew. His 
mother works at home.  

 
From BIT-IC Tagbilaran SSG President’s mouth 
 
1) Why did you choose BIT-IC? Any sibling who studied or is studying at BIT-IC? 
I chose BIT-IC for the great opportunity to get a college education. Despite the circumstances 
that my family faces, BIT-IC has given us the means for me to step forward and make my 
dreams come true.  
2) Who recommended you to study at BIT-IC or from where did you hear the name of the school? 
When I was about to graduate high school, I took a scholarship examination called Private Education Scholarship Financial Application or 
PESFA. BIT-IC was one of the schools that accepted passers of the PESFA. Through PESFA, I was able to study here at BIT and finish my first 
course. 
I am currently a “second courser” at BIT-IC. Back in 2008, I graduated from a 2-year course called Hotel and Restaurant Service Technology. 
This course is no longer offered at BIT-IC. 
I worked after that, and rose up to the rank of supervisor at Blue Mountain World Wide Distribution Inc. Then one day, my family suggested 
that I should take up education. I thought why not? Over time, I have come to love it. 
If I didn’t have the chance of studying at BIT-IC, I'd probably have continued my work at Blue Mountain. 

 
3) What are the things that you like in BIT-IC? 
What I like most about BIT-IC is its generous scholarship program that really helps us 
poor students to attain our dreams of a college education and eventually a 
profession. I also like the new Administration. It gives equal opportunities to all 
students and trains us how to become responsible leaders, students and citizens. 
 
4) How is being the SSG President like? How did your life change after being 
elected president? 
A life of an SSG President is very challenging, yet motivating and inspiring. 
Formulating, designing and implementing plans and goals really is exciting. 
Challenges, trials and pressure abound, but I accept them gladly with all my heart 
and with all-out dedication. The SSG has helped me develop my personality, and for 
me to better understand people and the world around me. So far, I am enjoying it! 
The SSG changed my life a lot. Before, I could spend a lot of time to my family and 
studies. The SSG has taken time that I had for them. 

8)  Where do you see yourself a year from now, and ten years from now? 
In light of what I said about how I feel being an "engineer," it is hard to tell my future, but definitely I am heading towards the right direction of the path 
where I wanted to be. I may not be a top-notch developer, but in my own way I would like to be "one really good developer." 
 
 

9) Message to BIT-IC students, to your teachers, and to Administration  
I profited much from the constant influence of the rule of conduct, standard of teaching imbued during the years with my Alma Mater. I remain firm 
and faithful to the ideals and values which BIT has imparted to me. Thank you, my dear Alma Mater. 

 



The Builder Go Beyond June – October 2017 

24 | B I T - I C  T a g b i l a r a n  
 

 

Our Hopes, Our Prayers, Our Dreams to GO BEYOND 

 
5) What are your dreams after graduation? 
First, I would like to continue my studies by enrolling in a master’s degree program. 
Second, I want to take a review before sitting down for the LET examination. 
Third, it would be nice if, while doing the review, I can teach at a private school. So I intend to apply for teaching jobs at different 
private schools so I can apply what I learned in school. 
Fourth, I will help my family and give back to them all the kind support that they have given me. 
Fifth, if and when I feel ready to build my own family, I will settle down and try to lead a simple yet happy family. 

 
6) Your hopes and prayers for BIT-IC 
I hope that BIT-IC will continue to offer opportunities for poor students like me to acquire a college education through scholarship 
programs. I pray that BIT-IC will grow bigger and will continue to provide services essential to the growth and development of its 
students, its employees and their families. I also pray that Administration will be guided and blessed, be given good health and be 
blessed with more successes in life. 
 

 

WHY BIT – IC JAGNA? 
 

I chose to study in BIT IC Jagna because it is just in my neighborhood. All anticipated 
expenses in the city school could be saved. Besides, BIT-IC Jagna has already made a name. It has 
produced board passers in education. It is but practical for poor people like me to settle on what is 
affordable and accessible. I believe that the teaching strategies taught in the city schools are the 
same strategies taught to us at BIT-IC Jagna.  
 
 I’m so grateful to BIT IC Jagna, mainly to its faculty. For me, it’s the dedication of the 
teachers, their passion and patience in developing and honing us to become ideal teaching 
professionals that make a great difference in this institution. I’m forever thankful that I spent my 
college years at BIT-IC. It helped me grow and become a wholesome individual. None of these 
overwhelming success would have been possible without the learnings that I gained from BIT-IC.  

 
 

 
 

 
I studied in BIT International College-Jagna for these reasons: 
We are poor, and BIT IC Jagna offers discounted tuition fee, which really helped. The 
school is right in my hometown of Jagna. I could go home every day. There was no 
need for me to lodge in a boarding house. I did not have to worry if I had anything to 
eat. I commuted from home and lived with my parents. Aside from its accessibility and 
scholarship grants, it is the school that gave me the chance to redeem and atone 
myself from whatever mistakes I made in the past.  
 
The school personnel at BIT-IC Jagna are not judgmental. They are warm and open-
hearted, and always are ready to assist the students.  
 
Teaching is a very noble profession. It molds the character and future of an individual. 
By becoming a teacher, I can inspire people, especially the young ones, to do their best  
to succeed. If people remember me as a good teacher, that will be my biggest honor and  
deepest pride. 

Ma. Herna S. Macas 

BIT-IC Jagna BEED 2016, September 

2016 December 2016 LET 

4
th

Topnotcher 

Vincent DaguploCuarteros 

BIT-IC Jagna, BSEED 2015 

May 2016 LET 7th Topnotcher 
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Being a topnotcher would be impossible without my alma mater, BIT IC. 
 
It was BIT-IC that provided me a high quality holistic education. She has empowered me, gave 
me confidence and strength to set my goals and push the limits of my potentials. She has 
equipped me with knowledge and skills to prepare me to take the world and be on top. She has 
molded me to become the dreamer and the achiever that I am today. 
I am and will always be a proud BIT IC Alumnus. 
GO BEYOND. 

 
 

 

LEFT: Maria Jessamae Cañete Cenita 

BIT-IC Talibon, BEED 2015 

March 26, 2015 LET 7th topnotcher 

Currently teaching a TESDA course at a training center in Talibon, and part-time teaching at 

Galbreath International School, in Tugas, Getafe, Bohol 

RIGHT: John Michael M. Pitoy, BIT-IC Tagbilaran BSN, RN, BSED 

Currently, Faculty of the Paramedics Department 
BIT-IC Tagbilaran, Jagna and Talibon 

 

Studying at BIT International College is really not an option, but an opportunity for 

anyone who envisions building his or her future. I didn’t realize my scholastic and 

extracurricular potentials until I got into the portals of this institution. BIT-IC offered me 

a merit scholarship grant for graduating as class salutatorian in high school.  Excellent 

teachers honed whatever potentials I had. They helped me discover new interests and 

acquire new skills. The staff were kind and warm and accommodating. My mentors 

encouraged me to BE the BEST in everything that I did. Proud as I say, I am now a full-

pledged registered nurse because of the education I received from BIT International 

College. 

I always wanted to move beyond high school. Gusto gyud ko mo-college, bisan pa sa among kapobrehon 

didto sa bukid sa Maubo sa Valencia. To achieve that goal, I did not mind applying to be a student 

employee (working student), if that was my only chance to study and earn a college. 

Akong gipili ang BIT kay nakahibalo man ko unsay background sa BIT, kung dis-a kini naggikan, ug nga dili 

gyud kini pasagdan ni Atty. Balite nga maoy nagmugna niini. Whatever happened, kung magtarung lang, 

mahuman ug makab-ot ra gayud nako ang akong ambisyon sa kinabuhi. 

I chose BIT because it is a well-known school in Bohol, known to educate ambitious and hard-working 

young people, bisan ug unsa pa ang ilang background. Giila sad nga maayong tawo ang nagmugna niini. Si 

Sir Balite, bisan niadtong mga panahon nga naka-commit mig mistakes or nakasala mi niya kay wala namo 

sunda ang iyahang instructions, bisan tuod ug nakasab-an mi ug taman-taman, wala mi wad-i ug paglaum 

tungod kay nakahibalo mi nga ang tanan para kini sa among kaayuhan ug kaugmaon.Recently, I achieved 

my dream of becoming an overseas mariner. Natuman ra gayud ang akong pangandoy. RANDY AT WORK 
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Randy with wife Jellybe Anunciadom a 
graduate of BIT-Talibon, now a Grade 

6 teacher in San Miguel. 

Here is my advice to BIT students and graduates, especially for working students like me: 
Ayaw wad-a ang inyong paglaum nga makab-ot ra ninyo ang inyong mga pangandoy sa 
kinabuhi. With prayers, continue to work hard for your dreams. Carry on, bisan ug unsa pa 
ang circumstances ninyo sa kinabuhi. More power kaninyong tanan. 
 

LEFT: Randy B. Madronero 
BSMar E, BIT-IC Tagbilaran 
Currently, 3rd/4th Engineer 
European Product Carriers, Ltd. 
 

An institution that could enhance the values that I have held dear since childhood---that was the kind of 

school that I was looking for. By some twist of luck, my life brought me to BIT as a working student, and I 

found myself immersed deeper into the values of benevolence, industry, and trustworthiness. BIT helped me 

maximize my potentials, despite my circumstances. From the lives of Sir Dioning and Ma’am Lilia, I gathered 

inspiration and strength to take risks in life and never to lose faith. BIT gave me not only knowledge, but also a 

sense of giving back to my community for the blessings that I have received. I feel blessed to acquire a BIT 

education, despite my family’s lack of means. BIT gives hope to people like me. It has been committed to the 

mission of providing excellence in administration, in teaching-learning environment and service to the 

community through a dynamic and quality management system. BIT motivates and inspires students to go 

beyond their limits and to prepare them for the world of work in service of humanity. 

RIGHT: Arnold Delig Ligaya, BIT-IC Tagbilaran, BSEd 
Math 2015 and LPT 

Currently, BIT Batuan Campus, Acting Registrar 

 

Jonard P. Pizaña 
BSMar E, BIT-IC Tagbilaran 

Engine Ratings, Anglo-Eastern Crew 
Management Philippines 

Cadapdapan, Candijay, Bohol. 
 

I started at BIT-IC in 2010, and graduated in 2013.  
My sister was a student employee at BIT, and I wanted to follow her footsteps. Like her, I 
wanted to go college and earn a degree. 
I have noticed many changes at BIT-IC. There were only few students before. There are 
more students more. More rooms and buildings have been constructed to accommodate 
the students. There is now a covered court. BIT-IC Administration continues to serve and 
love their students. They continues to help and support the student employees or 
working students. They continue to give opportunities for students to have a bright 
future. 
My unforgettable moment at bit is during the tabo at BIT-IC last year february 2012 
during a games of "KARANG" my feet was laccerated by the bamboo tree that use in 
karang, and the other one is during the gradution time I was so very happy because i will 
survive al the trials and sacrifices..  
I see myself ten years having my own car, my own house and lot, and living together with 
my own family. I hope to own a business with my family as well.  
My message to the students of BIT-IC is for them to study hard, not to waste time on 
nonsense. Give time and attention to your parents. They are first ones who support your 
needs. 
To BIT-IC Administration and the the teachers: Thank you so much. You gave and shared 
your knowledge with us. You have made us become responsible people. Especially to BIT-
IC Administration, a thousand thanks for the knowledge, and for making us responsible 
students. You were our light, you were instruments in making us into stronger and better 
people. 
 

Jonard in France 
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BEYOND Harvest 
 

  

Carmela Omas-as Mejias, BIT-IC 
Tagbilaran, BEEd 1990 

Currently, Teacher II, School 
Guidance Coordinator 

Concurrently, Grade 6 Academic 
Teacher in Math andMSEP at 

Imelda Elementary School, 
Tugbok District, Davao City 

 

If it weren’t for BIT and for Sir Dioning and Ma’am Lilia, I probably would not be what I am 

today. I come from the hinterlands of Valencia; my family was in dire poverty. You would 

see me sell vegetables in the public market during “tabo,” help my parents in tending the 

farm and the animals. To finish high school, I had to be a working student at a bakery in 

the poblacion. One Sunday, in April 1986, after Mass, Sir Dioning and Ma’am Lilia visited 

the bakery to have some snacks. That chance meeting led me to BIT also as a working 

student. It was tough managing my time for studies and for work. But these experiences 

taught me time management skills and challenged me more to work and study even 

harder. Today, I look back at those four years with endearment. BIT gave me an education, 

and a bridge to the life that I now have. Had I not persevered, had I not taken the risk of 

pursuing college, I wouldn’t be where I am now today. I remember BIT with deep fondness 

in my heart. May God give more blessings to the BIT Schools! 

“ 

 

” 

THE TALE OF A MEIJI SHIPPING CADET 
 Two years ago, RALPH DAGANATO JANO graduated from BIT-IC with a degree in Marine 

Engineering. Immediately prior to graduation, he had been chosen as among the first cadets from 
BIT-IC at Meiji Shipping. 
Ralph is a native of San Antonio, Duero. He graduated from Immaculate Academy before coming to 
BIT-IC to pursue marine engineering. 
 
“I chose BIT first and foremost because of the affordable tuition fees through the generous 
scholarship programs they offer to students,” he reveals. “It helped that my first years of schooling 
were at Jagna campus, and Duero was only twenty minutes by bus. I didn’t have to worry about 
paying rent for a boarding house.” 
 
Ralph admits that “it is the quality of education that BIT imparts to their students,” that made him 
decide to study here. “I got to know about BIT because I had cousins and a brother who studied 
here before I did.” 
Just like many others, he was attracted to maritime because of the salary.  “Maritime 
graduates who work overseas receive high salary. And who does not like the idea of experiencing 
and exploring the world for free? My uncle and some of my relatives are themselves seafarers. 
They are all financially stable. That one was a big pull. I was attracted to the idea of taking 
maritime in college.” 
 
And he was not disappointed. 
 
 “At BIT I was able to develop and enhance my skills and potentials, not only inside the classroom 
but also in different aspects of learning. I was able to join and win extemporaneous and oratorical 
contests. I was Mr. BIT-Jagna Personality for  2014, and Mr. BIT-IC Olympics Personality the 
following year.” These were all beyond Ralph’s imagination.” At BIT, he studied really hard.  
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“I was thinking that with good grades, I would be able to apply for work in different companies. My scholastic achievement would be 

my ‘weapon.’ It would give me the edge above the others.” 

When the time to take the Meiji qualifying test came, Ralph, who had developed good study habits, found the challenge 
manageable. “BIT-IC offered free training for a month for those who aspired to pass the test. I took the review seriously, and exerted 
effort in order to pass the test and qualify for the program. Thanks to God! I was able to make it!” 

 
His cadetship was full of unforgettable memories. He had to wake up really early every morning, when it was still dark, in order not 
to be late for the formation. 

 
“I usually woke up at 3 am to prepare the things needed for the day. The cadetship program was in Manila. There were times when I 
had to walk in the middle of the flood. I had to walk in the flood, in the black, dirty water, just to make it to our training. There were 
nights when I had to sleep late to prepare for our reporting the following day.  And I had to study religiously for exams, so I could 
interact during discussions.” He summed up the entire cadetship experience as “great and all worth it.” “It was where I was able to 
sharpen and deepen my understanding in all aspects of the seafaring profession. It totally prepared me for the future, for that BIG 
DAY when I had to board a huge ship. That is why every single moment of that cadetship program was very special. I really savored 
it. I made use of my time because I didn’t want to lose their trust in me. I wanted to make use of that rare opportunity.” 
 
He treasures his overseas experiences as a cadet. It was where he was able to apply in actual practice the theories that he learned in 
the classroom and his years as a student at BIT-IC.  
“At first, I was very hesitant to hold tools and equipment covered in grease. Slowly I realized that th is was the profession that I had 
chosen. It was going to be it. I had to prove my worth. I had to show that I could do it. Slowly, the hardships I encountered proved to 
be nothing compared to the experiences I had of seeing and exploring the beauty of other places. I felt that I was being 
compensated for all my hardships.” 
Ralph disembarked last March, and is currently reviewing to take the licensure examination as office-in-charge for engine watch. He 
was at BIT-IC Tagbilaran in June to join his co-cadets to welcome representatives from MMSPhil, the Manila-based arm of Meiji 
Shipping, who graced the 1

st
 All BIT-IC Maritime Student Convocation. He felt inspired as he watched the BIT-IC maritime students 

who numbered to about one thousand. 
“My advice for the aspiring cadets is for them to make use of their time and not ever to waste it. They have to exert effort in their 
studies and give their very best to whatever they want to do in life. They have to give their all to make things happen, and for them 
not to harbor any regrets later.” 
 
Ralph looked serious as he talked about his experiences in the Meiji cadetship program and the road that he is going to take from 
here.  
 
But he shared his fun side, when he talked about “lots of marks on his face.” Not acne or bugas bugas, but effects from chicken pox 
that “my chief engineer transmitted to me.” 
 
Ralph recounted the story about how the chief engineer succumbed to chicken pox while on board. “I was assigned to take care of 
him, while he was being quarantined inside his own room. I was assigned to wash his sheets and clothes. It was no surprise that as 
soon as he was recuperating, it was now I who was down with the pox. Good thing was, even though I was infected with the virus, I 
wasn’t made to disembark and fly home.” 
 
The marks on his face bring back memories of his first embarkation overseas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ralph as a Meiji cadet. Little by 

little, making his dreams come 

true. 

 



The Builder Go Beyond June – October 2017 

29 | B I T - I C  T a g b i l a r a n  
 

 

 

Our Hopes, Our Prayers, Our Dreams to GO BEYOND 

 
 

  

Edsel, rightmost, with his Maritime classmates, 
prepares to march for graduation 

 

 
Edsel was elected governor of the Maritime Department. He competed in the Mr. 
and Ms. BIT, and was chosen Mr. Tabo. For him, these were all unforgettable 
memories, but the most unforgettable ones happened on his last month as  a 
student: the Samaria retreat and seminar, and the graduation march itself. The 
Samaria was very touching, as I was reminded to serve and love God and my 
fellowmen. I don’t think other schools ever do that that kind of retreat or self-
reflection.” 
His eyes were set on the MMSPhil cadetship. “The first thing I did soon after 
graduation was to gather all requirements needed to apply for the apprenticeship. 
With the help of my friend who also passed the exam, I prepared for the 
examination. My friend shared with me a reviewer. I studied hard and prayed to the 

Almighty God that He would enlighten my mind during my review and exam.” 
 
He has this advice to his former schoolmates at BIT-IC: “To reach our dreams, we 
must do something to realize them. We cannot waste time. We have to put our faith 
in God. We have to keep praying and loving God.” 
 

A MEIJI CADET IN THE MAKING 

Currently doing a cadetship at Meiji 
Shipping through its local subsidiary, 
MMSPhil, is Edsel Rodriguez Galan, a 
2017 BS Marine Transportation 
graduate, and native of Guindulman. 
In mid-July, Edsel passed MMSPhil’s 
tough screening examination.  
 

Edsel came to BIT-IC from 
Catungawan High School. “I chose 
BIT-IC because this school helps poor 
students (like me) who cannot afford 
to pursue a college education due to 
financial constraints. I was hoping 
that their scholarships could help me 
finish college. Before that, I heard 
about BIT from an older cousin who 
was a maritime student at BIT-IC.” 
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 The Faces and Hands We Should Never Forget 

This section of The Builder features non-teaching staff at BIT, to remind ourselves of the faces and the hands that help make BIT truly 

our home away from home—safe, clean and warm. These are the people that we are eternally and deeply thankful for. 

 

 

  

Rudy, a proud member of the BIT-IC Community, with the first 
high-rise concrete building in BIT-IC Dao. BIT-IC Dao campus 
used to be called “The Farm.” 

Rudy Igam Madula, Maintenance Staff, BIT-IC Main, Dao Campus 

Married to Susan Betinol of Cogon District, Tagbilaran 

Children Rosanna and Rudy Madula, both now run their own photography and 

videography business to service parties, weddings and anniversaries. 

Rudy has been with BIT-IC, which was then called BIT, since 1984. He was only 15 

years old, and BIT was 3. 

 

Here is Rudy’s story… 

Rudy with his wife, daughter-in-law Grace and daughter Rosanna 

How did you get to BIT-IC? 

Nagtrabaho ko isip usa ka 

houseboy sa usa ka pamilya 

diri sa Tagbilaran. Ang anak 

sa akong amo varsity 

basketball player sa BIT. Ang 

kadtong player maoy 

nagpahibalo nako nga 

nangita daw sila si Sir ug 

Ma’am Balite ug 

construction worker. Kamulo 

pa man ug construction 

didto sa building nga gi-

abangan sa BIT. Nangapply 

ko unya akong giingnan si Sir 

Balite nga taga Valencia ko. 

Gidawat ko dayon ni Sir ug ni 

Ma’am. Hangtud karon, ania 

pa gihapon ko sa BIT. 
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Any changes at BIT --- then and now? 

Dako kaayo ang nahimong kausaban sa BIT. Nangabang ra man ug building 

ang BIT didto sa A. Hontanosas Street. Pipila ka tuig ang nilabay, nakatukod 

ug building ang BIT. Adtong una, kahoy pa to. Hinayhinay. Karon, dako na 

nga eskwelahan ang BIT. Didto sa Main sa Gallares, naa na gyuy covered 

court. Gwapo na gyud kaayo. Daghan na sad kaayo mga estudyante 

kumparar sa unaha. 

 

Your unforgettable moments at BIT-IC? 

Ang dili gyud nako makalimtan, kadtong padulong na ko kaslon. Gipapili ko 

ni Sir ug asa adtong mga dagkong baboy ang gusto nako. Gilibre sad ko ug 

sakyanan sa BIT para sa akong kasal. 

Unya kadtong pagkaminjo na namo, giuswagan ang akong sweldo, anam-                

anam nidako ang akong sweldo. Mao ni mga butang nga dili nako 

makalimtan sa tibuok nakong kinabuhi. 

 

Message to BIT-IC Students 

Nga kinahanglan magbinoutan ug magtarong gyud ug pag-eskwela, 

samtang aduna pa kamoy mga ginikanan nga mogasto, ug nga dili 

ninyo usikan ang panahon nga gihatag sa GINOO para ninyo. Panggaa 

ang inyong ginikanan. 

 

 

  

Rudy proudly poses with his wife and their son 
Rodney on his graduation 

With his wife Susan, whom he met while working at 
BIT-IC 
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PONCIANO (Poncing) GAMALO PAJO        
Position: EQUIPMENT-IN-CHARGE /STUDENTS-AIDE-IN-CHARGE/ ATTENDANCE CHECKER    
BIT-IC Campus:  BIT IC- JAGNA 
Spouse: RUFA CAJOY PAJO of BIT IC Jagna 
Only child: ALPRIS C. PAJO, Graduated in Bachelor of Science in Accountancy at BIT IC Jagan; 
Currently Employed at BOHECO II, as audit staff of BOHECO II 
How many years have you been with BIT? 20 years with BIT IC Jagna 

 

Here is Poncing’s BIT story…. 

1) How did you get to BIT? (Nganongnapadpadka man sa BIT?) 
The founders of BIT, Atty. Dionisio D. Balite, and Dr. Lilia A. Balite hired me in 2007  
when the student’s aide-in-charge resigned from BIT.  

 
2) Any changes at BIT---then and now? 

BIT Jagna has grown dramatically. Its population boomed in the past five years. The 
school building was a leased puericulture building owned by the Jagna LGU. In 2006, the 
lease expired, so the school moved to Poblacion, Jagna, its present location. In 2007, 
another     building was constructed in Tejero, Jagna for the elementary department. 
 

3) Your unforgettable moments at BIT-IC? 
I was a working student at BIT-IC Jagna, back in the eighties, when I took up GRCO. In the nineties, I enrolled in BSMT, and 
earned that degree. My son studied at BIT from high school until college. BIT didn’t have elementary yet at the time when 
he was in grade school. Had BIT Jagna offered elementary at that time, he would have spent all his schooling at BIT all 
throughout. 

 
4) Message to BIT-IC students 

Go on dreaming to reach your goals in life. BIT has offered many opportunities, among them, the discounted tuition fee, for 
you to attain your goals. The opportunity is there. It is for you to grab it, to ensure a promising future. The school looks 
forward to welcoming you and honing you to become somebody, to educate you and see you hurdle poverty, to move up, 
to realize your dreams, and live a better life.  

Poncing, with his wife Rufa, who is BUT-

IC Jagna Director, and the family of 

their only son, Alpris, also a graduate of 

BIT-IC Jagna 

Born in 1961, CIPRIANO (”Butz”) C. BUTAL is a native of Danao. An alumni of BIT-IC, he finished Junior Secretarial Science 
course and a Bachelor of Science in Commerce, and earned some MBA units. He is currently the payroll master of the 
Accounting Division of BIT-IC Tagbilaran. He is married to Epifania Iter of San Isidro District, Tagbilaran City. Their 
marriage has produced four children. 
The eldest child, Gil Anthony, finished grade school at BIT-IC Tagbilaran, and high school at Dr. Cecilio Putong National 
High School. He then moved back to BIT-IC to earn a degree in Criminology. 
The eldest daughter, Genevieve, is a loyalty awardee, having studied at BIT-IC from grade school (as valedictorian) 
through college. She finished a bachelor’s degree in accountancy.  
The second son Gines had also studied at BIT-IC from grade school until college, completing a BS Marine Engineering 
degree. He has worked overseas since 2013, for various shipping agencies. 
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Here is BUTZ’s BIT-IC story… 

 

1) How did you get to BIT?  
Sometime around the third week of March 1983, my graduating class in Danao Barangay High School were busy 
practicing for our high school graduation. It was around that time when BIT founders, Atty. Dionisio D. Balite and Mrs. 
Lilia Balite, visited our high school together with Mr. Gregorio Bayron and Mr. Rogelio H. Lupot. During that visit, the 
Balite couple spoke about the importance of education in the pursuit of a successful career. They talked about the 
Bohol Institute of Technology or BIT, the forerunner of BIT-IC. At that time, BIT was only two years old. 
Apparently, Atty. and Mrs. Balite, Mr. Bayron and Mr. Lupot were making rounds at public and private high school to 
raise students’ awareness about the “new” school. My cousin and I were completely sold to the BIT idea. We decided 
to enroll at BIT that June. 
I still remember the date: June 6, 1983. My two cousins and I took the bus to Tagbilaran to enroll in a short course 
called Special Typing. That was our plan. But at BIT, Mrs. Domina M. Baquero and Mrs. Demetria Caybot, who 
entertained us in the office discouraged us from taking that short course. Instead, they encouraged us to take the 
two-year Associate in Junior Secretarial Science (JSS). It turned out that they were the faculty assigned to teach the 
major courses in the JSS.  
At first, I refused the invitation. I thought of a secretarial course to be “girly” or  
“only for girls.” But my two cousins decided to take it and enroll in the course. They said, “Bahala ka, basta kami mo-
enroll mi.” I couldn’t do anything, but enroll as well. I was completely new to Tagbilaran I didn’t have any friends. I 
thought that it would be too lonely to be in a classroom where I didn’t know anybody. 
BIT at that time was on a rented building on Tabacco St., corner Maria Clara St. in this city. Our class stayed there for 
two months. In August 1983, our class was transferred to a new college building on the present location in Poblacion 
II, Tagbilaran City. 
In March of the following year, I applied to become a “working student.” I was accepted, and I reported for work on 
the first week of April 1984.  
On April 8, 1984, Atty. Balite celebrated his 43rd Birthday. My co-working students and I butchered a goat. Mr. Bayron 
who led the “strivers’ group” showed us how to do it. We were very happy and we enjoyed the celebration. 
 
That summer we were assigned to dig the ground to erect a flagpole. That school year, I was assigned to do janitorial 
jobs in R9 and R10, the midwifery lecture and laboratory rooms, respectively. The following semester, I was assigned 
to work at the Registrar’s Office. Then I finished my Associate in Junior Secretarial Science course on March 22, 1985. 

 
  

The youngest child is Grace Joy, who also has been with BIT-IC since grade school, and graduated with a degree in hotel 
restaurant and management last March. She is currently connected with BIT-IC. 
Butz has been with the BIT System for 32 years, from checker/attendance clerk to payroll master. He previously taught 
part-time at the College of Business and Accountancy. 
On his 10

th
 year of service in 1985, he received his 1

st
 loyalty award from BIT-IC, in the amount of P5,000. 

On his 20
th

 year, he received a 14-karat company ring worth P6,000 and a loyalty award certificate 
On his 25

th
 year, he received the Long Service Award and P18,000 cash. 

On his 20
th

 year, he received another Long Service Award and P31,500 cash. 
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In June 1985, Atty. Dionisio D. Balite and Dr. Lilia A. Balite, 
Ph.D. hired me as probationary employee, with the position of 
ATTENDANCE CLERK or CHECKER. My salary was P12.00/day. While 
I worked during the day, I continued schooling during the night. I 
took up BS in COMMERCE- major in Accounting. 

  
 On Sept. 18, 1986, I married Epifania Iter, who was my co-
worker at the residence of Mrs. Albina Cabagnot, who was 
handling education subjects at BIT. This was now a more difficult 
time in my life because of my work and my schooling. I was also 
beginning to have my own family. 

 

In June 1989, the College of Business Administration hired me as 
part-time instructor for all typing subjects (Typing 1, 2 & 3) in the JSS, BSC, BSCA,  including ARHM, ACT, BSICS and GRCO 
courses.  
 
Two years later, on March 22, 1991, I earned a Bachelor of Science in Commerce (BSC).  I was tasked to handle additional 
subjects in the CBA Dept., such as Accounting 1 & 2, Economics 1 and Nationalism. It was hard to adjust to my situation. 
During nighttime, I continued my schooling by taking a Master of Science in Business Administration (MSBA). I was able to 
earn 43 units. 
 
In June 1994, while I was performing tasks as Attendance Clerk and part-time instructor at the CBA Dept.,  I was appointed as 
assistant payroll maker. It was again another huge adjustment for me. But I accepted those challenges as they were great 
opportunities. 
 
In May 1996, when the payroll master resigned, I was promoted as full time payroll master. 
 
2) Any changes at BIT-IC---then and now? 

 
I am one of the very few who continue to be with BI-IC and have seen how BIT-IC has changed and grown. There have been 
lots of changes.  
BIT-IC is almost like my own personal journey, and the experiences I have had here molded and transformed me to the person 
that I am now. I don’t have any regrets spending and sharing my life as a student and an employee here. I can consider this 
place as my SECOND HOME already. I have always thanked God for giving me the opportunities to work here and share my 
expertise in the field where I am in right now. I am very much thankful because BIT-IC is the instrument for my children to 
earn their own education and to be successes  in their own right. For if not of BIT-IC, I probably would not have been able to 
sustain my children in their studies. That’s why my children and I are proud members of the BIT-IC family. 
 
3) Your unforgettable moments at BIT-IC? 
It was in October 1993, vesper day in Antequera. Atty. Balite summoned me to hurry up and get a Johnny Walker, the Black 
Label, from their house.  
He said, “Butz, go to the house and get the Johnny Walker, the black label, under my table. You hurry. I need to be going. It is 
now almost 12 noon.” 
I ran to the house. When I reached the gate, I shouted to the “working student,” Felix Rañoa.  
I said. “Lex, Johnny Walker daw, black label.”  
Felix answered, “Asa dapit, sir?”  
I said, “Sir said, under the table daw.”  
Mr. Felix Rañoa took a pair of black shoes, and showing them to me, he said, “Mao ni, Sir?”  

From student to alumni to payroll officer at BIT-IC 
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I then called the housekeeper at that time, Mrs. Clarita Baldon. “Nang Clarits, mao ni Johnny Walker nga black label?” When 
Clarita saw the pair of black shoes, she said, “Mao tingale na, Sir! Kay di man brown.” 
I ran back to BIT, and with the pair of black shoes on hand, I walked slowly to Atty. Balite, and said, “Mao ni, Sir?” 
Atty. Balite looked at me in wide disbelief, and pounded the top of his table with his right hand, with a swear word. “Mao nay 
imong Johnny Walker nga black label? Kinaijag di ka tig-inom! Imnonon ba!”  
I felt that at that very moment I could die in shame and embarrassment. Mr. Mario D. Lagahit and Mr. Rogelio H. Lupot 
couldn’t stop from laughing at me.  
 
Ma’am Lilia heard the loud voice of Sir Balite in the 
adjacent room, and asked, “Unsa diay imong gisugo ni 
Butz, Doy?” 
“Ah! Gisugo nako ug Johnny Walker nga black label. 
Gidad-an man ko ug  itom nga SAPATOS,” Sir Balite 
answered in dismay. 
Ma’am Lilia said, “Ako ra bang gibalhin ug butang, 
Doy. Tua sa atong kwarto. Diay yawe, Butz, o!” 
This was my most unforgettable moment in all my 
years with BIT-IC. How can I forget it? It was such one 
big learning experience. 

 
4) Message to BIT-IC students 

Go Beyond and strive hard always for a better future. 

  

Student Leaders S.Y. 2017-2018 

Elementary (Supreme Learners Government) or SLG 
 

Governor  DAVID JOSEF REFORZADO, Grade 6 
Vice Governor  ROGENN DAGUPLO, Grade 6 
Secretary  LORAINE DATAHAN, Grade 6 
Treasurer  LEUHANNE MARIE RASONABE, Grade 6 
Auditor   DANIEL JOSE REFORZADO, Grade 4 
P.R.O.’s   NATHALIE OMAYAN, Grade 4 
    JOHN MIGUEL ANCOG, Grade 6 
   KAYCEE CAGADAS, Grade 5 
Sgt. At Arms  REVIN JAMES SIA, Grade 5 
    JOHN GOMER FANO, Grade 4 
   GABRIEFL OMAYAN, Grade 5 
 
Prince Charming EZEKIEL AYLON PANCHO, Grade 4 
Muse   HILARY JANE CHIU, Grade 4 
Adviser   Ms. MANILYN BAQUILID, LPT 

  

Butz, with his children, his wife, and his wife’s mother, and sisters 

Junior High School (Central Student Government) or CSG 

 
Governor ROGINE CEFF BANGUIS, Grade 9A 
Vice Governor VINA MARIE SIA, Grade 9B 
Secretary FREDZEN ROSE CALIBO, Grade 9A 
Treasurer ZACHARRY PADONAT, Grade 9A 
Auditor  GERLEAH LIBA, Grade 9A 
P.R.O.’s  KIRSTIN PAGARAN, Grade 9B 
  DANICA JOYCE GERVACIO, Grade 9B 
Representatives RHEA ABAPO, Grade 10 
  MA. ANNALOU TIONGSON, Grade 10 
  LEA BARBARONA, Grade 9 
  CARYL MAE LABARRO, Grade 9 
  CHALSY NADDINE HONTANOSAS, Grade 8 
  KATE ROMA, Grade 8 
  SIGRID VISARRA, Grade 7 
  VINCENT JOSH TUERCA, Grade 7  
Adviser  Ms. SENDERILA EDPALINA, LPT  
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College of Arts and Sciences 

Governor JESSIE MICUTUAN, BSHRM, 3rd  
Vice Governor MARK MICHAEL IDUL, BSHRM, 4th  
Secretary JOANA TESS HIDALGO, BSHRM, 4th  
Treasurer SHERYLYN CAGAMPANG, AHRM, 2nd  
Auditor  MAE SHANE AMBA, BSHRM, 2nd  
P.R.O.  APRIL ROSE TALON, BSHRM, 2nd  

Representatives: 
1st year  NOLAN ALVINO, AHRM 
2nd year MAE ANN MALIGRO, BSHRM 
3rd year ANN ROYELLE CIMAFRANCA, BSHRM 
4th year FAUSTINO MALIG-ON, JR., BSHRM 

 
Faculty Adviser  Mrs. MADELYN S. DENULAN 

 

  
College of Business Administration 

 
Governor  JOHN RYAN GENERALAO, BSA-3 
 Vice-Governor  PIA SALE, BSBA-FM3 

                                                                Secretary  NINA RICA FERNANDEZ,  BSA-3 
Ass. Secretary  TRISHA LORAINE CANADA, BSBA-MM4 
Treasurer  CHRISTINE MARY JUMAO-AS, BSA-3 
Auditor   ALLAN SUMAYLO, BSA-3 
PIO    GIO CAGALITAN, BSBA-MM4 
Representatives 

1st year      GERAL JANE CAMPOSO, BSBA-FM1 
CRISTY MARIE OARAPA, BSA-1 

           2nd year  JIA AUXILLIO, BSBA-MM2 
RONALYN ESCOL, BSA-2 

           3rd year  MICHELLE LOMOTOS, BSBA-FM3 
    RHIZA FAITH MAGDADARO, BSA-3 

           4th year  GERMAINE LIGAN, BSBA-MM4 
          PRINCESS PACOMIOS, BSA-4 

  Adviser   Mr. NICANDRO PAGARAN 
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College of Teacher Education 
Governor     VICTOR ACABO, BSED SOCIAL STUDIES 3

RD
 YEAR 

V-Governor  MARK WINSTON VILLAME, BEED 4
TH

 YEAR 
Secretary      ALLEN JOY ACURAM, BSED ENGLISH 3

RD
 YEAR 

Treasurer      JESSA MAGLINTE, BEED 1
ST

 YEAR  

Auditor       JOENYL ORAPA, BEED 2
ND

 YEAR 
P.I.O.s:       JANSID BRYAN CABAJOG, BSED FILIPINO 3

RD
 YEAR         

       GINICA SANAMA JUMAWID, BEED 3
RD

 YEAR 
       KAY JULES DAYUT, BSED MATH 4

TH
 YEAR 

Adviser Mrs. ALMA DORA BAUGBOG 

 

  College of Criminal Justice 
 
Governor             JEREMIAS PAHANG, JR 
V- Governor        ALLAN TAMPOS 
Secretary             MARJORIE OLASO 
Treasurer            RITCHEL BANAC 
Auditor               MAVE LEDESMA 
P.R.O’s               LEONIL CAÑETE 

              JUNJIE BANAC 
Sgt. At Arms       ROLANDO MINION, JR. 
                              JONGIE MASANA 
Prince Charming  
                          JACINTO BUTAWAN, JR. 
Muse  
                          FLORAMAE CAPALES 
 
Adviser    
    PSUPT. ERLINDE A. BANTUGAN (Ret) 
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College of Technology 

GOVERNOR  JANREY TORCENDE , BSCE, 4th year 
V-GOVERNOR  AILENE DELANTES, BSIT, 3rd year 
SECRETARY ARVIN MADLOS, BSIT, 3rd year 
TREASURER IMARI FOROSUELO, BSEE, 4th year 
AUDITOR JESSA PETALCORIN BSIT, 3rd year 
 

PRO’S  HERMELLON BENSI, BSEE, 2nd year 
  DARWIN DONGEL, BSEE, 4th year 

EXPEREDION ICOT, BS Industrial                     
Technology 

  JHON PAUL BEQUISO, BSIT, 1st year 

Adviser  Engr RUBIN PEREJAN 

 

  

Paramedics Department 
Governor  
NIÑO LYNDON R. CAFÉ, BS RadTech – 3

rd
 year 

Vice-Governor     
THEA MITCH ENTE, BS RadTech – 3

rd
 year 

Secretary     
LEAH SANCHEZ, BSN – 3

rd
 year 

Treasurer   
CHRISTIANE JOY OBREGON, BS RadTech – 2nd year 
Auditor    
ROSEMIE SAYSIS, BSN  – 4

th
 year 

P.I.O.    
JORDAN BARBARONA, BS RadTech – 1

st
 year 

GLORIVIC BUCIO, BS RadTech– 2
nd

 year 
JOHN LORENZ BARRETE, BS RadTech – 3

rd
 year 

ARLENE AMPAC, BS RadTech – 4
th

 year 
MELODIE GALAPIN, Midwifery – 2

nd
 year 

LEIZEL NIGPARANON, BSN – 2
nd

 year 
RONELL JAMES PANDAY, BSPT– 4

th
 year 

Faculty Adviser   
 Mr. JOHN MICHAEL M. PITOY, RN 
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Maritime Department 
 
Governor  JONEL LUCIP 
Vice-Governor  JOSE RICARDO LLERA 
Secretary  JHOANA MARIE CASABERDE 
Treasurer  KEMARC ESPINAS CABRERA 
Auditor   MARK JOSEPH BULAWIN 
PRO’S   JUDEX QUIRIT 
   LLOYD AM-IS 
   JONREE ABING BATION 

COUNCILORS  JOHN ROMUALD BALDOZA 
   JEA MAY BELANO 
   JOHN PAUL BATO 
   JOHN CESAR SOLIS 
   CONCORDIO GRANADA, JR. 
   APRILYN PATROCENIO 
   MARK BON 

 
ADVISER  Mr. LEONISO A. LAMANI 

 

 

  



The Builder Go Beyond June – October 2017 

40 | B I T - I C  T a g b i l a r a n  
 

 

Student Leaders S.Y. 2017-2018 

 

  

 
As Spiderman says, “Great power 
comes with great responsibility.” 
Leadership is not just about being a 
leader. A good leader is and has to be a 
responsible leader. A good leader has 
his/her aims, goals and objectives that 
he/she should achieve during his/her 
term of office. A good leader follows 
rules and is a role model to all. Being a 
leader is a God-given gift. It is 
something that must be cherished and 
cultivated so that he/she can be 
effective and can accomplish goals for 
the good and betterment of 
community. 
 

- Victor Acabo 

A leader manages and 

controls the group. 

He/She listens to 

what can cause 

certain problems and 

looks for ways to 

solve them.  A leader 

believes and trusts in 

him/herself and the 

members of his/her 

group. 

– Janrey Torcende 

A leader is Christ-like, 

one who serves rather 

than wants to be served. 

He/She has a sense of 

other-ness rather than 

self-centeredness. 

He/She is someone who 

knows life, and knows 

the hearts and minds of 

his/her members. He/She 

is someone who knows 

and believes in God.                                          

–Jonel Lucip 

 

A good leader 
creates an inspiring 
vision and mission 
for the better 
future, motivates 
and inspires people. 
A leader is always 
willing to commit 
himself or herself to 
something in order 
to influence others 
to commit to their 
individual 
responsibilities. A 
leader leads with 
both heart and 
mind, listens to 
suggestions and 
opinions, and 
obtains feedbacks 
from others. A 
leader trusts other 
people and has 
strong confidence 
to face his/her 
fears. A true leader 
always wants to 
learn more, so 
he/she can do more 
in order he/she can 
become more. 

- JESSIE 

MICUTUAN 

Being a leader is not about being in charge, it means you’re brave enough to stand up and do 
what is needed. You don’t have to be strong, smart, good looking or a big talker to be one, 
what makes a leader is having the biggest heart and dream for his team. And if you’re going 
to call yourself a leader, you have to set an example for your followers and demonstrate 
what’s possible. Listens and talks to find individual strength. And most of all, he who do not 
desire to lead but desire to serve. –Niño Lyndon R. Cafe 

 

A leader is the best role model for good 
manners and right conduct inside and 
outside the campus. A leader finds ways to 
address the needs of the members of the 
organization. A leader is the front liner in 
everything the group will do. A leaders 
provides proper attention, guidance and 
support to the members. 

- John Ryan Generalao 

A leader is an 

appointed ruler 

in a group or 

organization. As 

head of an 

organization, 

he/she looks for 

possible action 

plans that can 

make the 

organization 

productive, 

progressive and 

united. The life 

of organization 

and the 

members lies in 

the hands of the 

leader. Leader is 

a role model 

who must be 

followed by the 

members in 

order to have a 

well-organized 

and disciplined 

organization. 

Jeremias 

Pahang, Jr. 

What is a Leader? 
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The BIT-IC Performing Arts Corps, S.Y. 2017 – 2018 

 

My Performing Arts journey is 
extraordinary, rewarding and something 
that I treasure. Seeing the audience happy 
and enjoying our performance is in itself a 
big reward for me. With all the time, sweat 
and stress from practices, it's all worth it! 
What matters most are the friendships, the 
bonds and the memories we've created 
together as a family. - Christian Bonei 
Lofranco 
 
I didn’t know anything about BIT-IC before. 
I didn’t have friends or relatives who 
studied here. It was my mother who took 
me here one day. She said that BIT-IC has 
high standards and gives quality education. 
The tuition fees are discounted, and there 
are scholarship grants for students who are 
passionate about college. I grabbed the 
opportunity to enroll here, and now I am 
one of the members of the BIT-IC 
Performing Arts, and  I am enjoying 100% 

scholarship. 

- Christian Aline Simbit 

HOW DID YOU KNOW ABOUT BIT-IC? 
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The most memorable experiences for me 
in the Performing Arts are the things that 
we all do together like family, our travels 

to faraway places with very difficult 
roads, reaching home at an ungodly hour, 

despite knowing that we still have early 
classes to attend the next day, and the 

mutual understanding we have for each 
other. 

-Estela Mae Cavalida 

 

As a member of the BIT-IC Performing Arts, 
I get  100% discount in my tuition fees. 
Being a member also boosts up my 
confidence.  

– Chrustian Aline Simbit 

 

Back to when I was still a freshman,  my 
friends told me that I have a talent in 
dancing. They told me why not audition 
for and join Performing Arts? It would a 
great help to me financially. Although 
unprepared, I decided to take a shot at 
it. Luckily, I got accepted. Being a 
member of Performing Arts is not only 
beneficial to me but also to my family, 
because they don't have to worry much 
about where to get the money for my 
tuition. For that,  I am vey thankful.  

– Christian Bonie Lofranco 

 

I personally approach those students 
who have extraordinary talent in 
dancing and singing to share. After 
building up their confidence, I convince 
them to try and audition. 

-Estela Mae Cavalida 
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  CHARLEY’S STORY… 

Charley is from Mansana District, Tagbilaran City. He heard 
about BIT from his relatives and family members who all 
went to BIT. His older brother graduated from BIT, and it 
was his brother who was a member of The Performing Arts 
who told him about it. Charley became very much 
interested in joining. He knew that he had a talent in the 
performance arts. He thought that he could use it to finance 
his studies. 
For Charley, what he likes most about The Performing Arts is 
the family-like bonding. 
“I did not join Performing Arts in order to compete but to 
complete the team. We are all friends, and we are all 
excellent performers in our own right. We cooperate and 
build good relationships with each other. Some students 
idolize Performing Arts because of our sense of brotherhood 
and sisterhood. In that sense, we are models for students 
here at BIT. Our teamwork is extraordinary. Our shows at 
fiestas and the funny attires we wear to tickle our 
audience’s fancies and to entertain them make us all just as 
happy.” 
 

 

Charley Subrio doing a dance stunt 

 

Enjoying what they 

are doing, 

together, like 

family: THE BIT-IC 

PERFORMING 

ARTS CORPS 
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I Passed 
Allen Joy P. Acuram 

 
Grudge? Not just a big or simple word. It is word that is full of meaning and hidden thoughts. 
I once thought that I’ve changed and moved on with my painful years and struggle, but it has never been so easy.  
Many years ago...             
”Juana...never in my wildest dream did I ever wish to have a daughter like you! Loser one, ugly, and dull." The worst statements I 
heard from my very own father when I was in grade one. 
I had tried every possibility to get high grades in all subjects but I seemed unable to do it. Most of the subjects were very difficult for 
me. My teachers were very irritated every time I tried to answer their questions. I had never given them a correct answer yet.  
“Juana, improve your vocabulary,” my teacher said. 
”Hey Juana, you probably have lost some of your memory,” said by my classmates. 
I didn't know what better way to improve my grades. I knew nothing about the teacher's lessons. I felt dull all the time. All I wanted 
to do was to listen, but ninety percent of the time, I was thinking of nonsense or irrelevant things that brought me happiness. 
"Get out of my class, I don't like you to stay in here" she said after I answered an question in our English class, again, wrongly. 
“Okay class, those among you who are done answering, you may now take your recess," the teacher said.  
Hearing “recess” made me jump with joy. 
”I’m done!” I said to myself happily. 
"Juana, all of your answers are wrong, stay put and start over again", she said rudely. 
I always thought that all my classmates were such geniuses. 
I would ask them how they felt each time they were part part of the honor rolls. Were the medals heavy? Or what were the colors of 
their ribbons? Because I haven't gotten any of those! 
”Most of my grade-school teachers ignored or neglected me. I couldn’t blame them. Maybe I was not worthy of their care. Maybe I 
looked so worthless. I didn’t seem to understand anything at all. My grades were all in the line of 7. My highest was a 77, which was 
in the English subject. 
"Dad, here’ss my report card," I said. 
"I don't need that trash. You better burn that one, Juana. Haven't you seen your little brother's report card?  In case you didn't 
know, he'd ranked first in their class," my father said. 
It hurt, but was I became so used to it. I was used to hearing my father boasting the achievements of my siblings.  
Meanwhile, I couldn’t figure out what was wrong with me. 
I graduated elementary without the presence of my father. No celebration and no happiness at all. 
My way of studying remained the same when I stepped up in to high school. My grades were consistently low. At that moment, I 
didn't seem to feel any teachers who are willing to help. They just ignored me like I didn’t exist at all, and did not think highly of me, 
like I was no better, and couldn’t be better. 
My eyes were all dried up. I had no more tears to cry. 
But there was only one thing that I could be proud about myself. I never had been absent from school. I might not have the high 
scores and the grades. But the passion for and interest in learning was deep. 
On the day of my high school graduation, I was the only candidate who didn’t get a gift. There were also no medals, no ribbons, no 
celebration, and again, no happiness at all. I really hated everything and everyone at that time. 
I hated my elementary and high school teachers. I could never imagine nor dream of becoming a teacher. My mother forced up an 
education course in college. But believe it or not, I decided to take up Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education major in English. 
Not in my wildest dreams. In and during college, everything changed. As if I had changed for the better. Or maybe it was the new 
surroundings or environment, people, and friends who were never judgmental of me. They made me feel important… 
As time went by, I came to love teaching. I don't know why, but I couldn’t seem to feel any calling from Education before college. 

Here I was now, slowly understanding everything I've been through in life. Absent in my world were the teachers and family who 

didn’t think highly of me, who put me down, and who ignored me. 

On my second year in college, I suddenly felt extraordinary strength in doing certain things. I'd discovered many things about myself. 
I came to know the things I was good at, my potentials, my talents and my skills. I was finally starting to shine like a little star in the 
black and dark horizon… 
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….I became a member of many organizations, and I led most of them. It was hard to believe it. Without the knowledge of my family, 
I gained fame and victories at school. My family thought that I was the same old one that I was in high school and grade school. 
I had become used to compliments from my friends and classmates and teachers. At that moment, my confidence was almost to the 
point of bursting. My head had grown bigger. 
I graduated summa cum laude from college. My parents exploded with happiness. I walked up to the stage, received my diploma, 
and stared at my parents. They smiled at me in return, but I gave them back a very sarcastic smile that told them that they had been 
wrong about me in many ways, all this time. 
For the first time in memory, my parents surprised me with a grand celebration at home after graduation. 
"Thank you", I said, without showing a smile. 
“We’re so proud of you, Juana", my parents congratulated me. 
And indeed I became proud to the point of boastfulness, to everyone around me, for what I had achieved. From that time on, I 
would bark back at my parents with harshness. All I could remember was how they had treated me. 
”You had never been good to me. You used to compare me all the time to my brothers, as if I was not your child. Now, look who’s 
the one who is bringing you all the glory?" I growled back at my parents each time. 
"I am so sorry, Juana. I had been so strict and a bad father to you. I regretted everything I'd said and done. Please forgive me," 
begged my father. 
I gave him dagger looks in response. I would never say a word and eventually walked out, as if I'm swallowed by my anger. 
While standing by our front door, I saw my grade school elementary teachers coming closer to me. 
"Congratulations, Juana! You're so incredible!” they all cried in unison. 
I answered in silence. 
After few days, I started preparing myself for the board exam. I crammed. “This is my final hurrah. I have to pass this one!”  I told 
myself. 
Examination day came. I felt like a king when I left the exam room. I hadn’t felt more confident than before. After the examination, I 
relaxed and stayed cool. 
The months rolled on. 
I was crossing the bridge when my phone rang. There was a message from the college dean. 
"JUANA.....I'm so sorry to tell you this..... You DID NOT PASS THE BOARD EXAM…” The message went. 
I felt like being bathed by a pail of freezing-cold water. As if adding fuel to the fire, more messages of that sort came from friends 
and relatives. “I am sorry to say…”  
What killer news. I felt I was dying from all the stab wounds. 
I was right in the middle of the bridge. I thought that I could wash away the sadness by jumping over the bridge. 
I wept. And I cried out loud. All the sadness and frustrations, all the aches and pains. 
“Oh, dear God. Did I not deserve to pass?” I threw a question at Him. I wanted to understand His justice. 
I shouted more loudly, until I lost all my voice, until all the voice that came out was silence. 
Then I came to realize what could have gone wrong. What was sorely lacking. 
There, at that point in time, I came face to face with the truth: There is no other form of power than setting aside or letting go of my 
grudges. I had to learn to forgive and forget for me to move forward with a peaceful mind, heart and soul. I felt shame for myself. I 
felt sorry too. 
All that motivated me to succeed up to that point were my grudges toward people who wronged me. I had allowed vengeance to 
consume my being. 
I was enlightened. 
Failing in the board exam had its reasons, and opening my eyes to the painful truth was one of the reasons, if not, the biggest one. 
“Juana, this is just the beginning,” His voice came out piercingly loud. 
“Thank you, Lord. Thank you for giving me this sign," I prayed in silence. 
I took the bus home. My parents had learned about the news. 
All my family were waiting for me in the sala. I cried my heart out, in total abandon, like a baby.  
My parents hugged me in return. I knelt down and begged for forgiveness for all my aloofness. I forgot that I am not a perfect one 
though I'd made up already for my lapses and failures many years ago. 
There at that moment, I realized that I have come to terms with my life, and "I ABSOLUTELY PASSED." 
I learned that "A PEACEFUL HEART COULD OVERCOME FAILURES IN LIFE." 
Lesson to be learned: Let us all be reminded that everything happens for a reason. And that reason is the start of a beautiful 
beginning.  
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