
 
 
 
 

Pforzheimer Fellowships in the Harvard Library 

Project Proposal Form 
 
 

Name of library/archives: Harvard University Archives 
 

School/Unit: Harvard Library 
 

Location/address: Pusey Library, Harvard Yard 
 

Project sponsor/library or unit director: Megan Sniffin-Marinoff 
 

Project supervisor(s): Robin McElheny and Jennifer Pelose 

Contact information for further information or questions: 

Brief background/description of library/archives: 

robin_mcelheny@harvard.edu 

The Harvard University Archives, the oldest and largest academic archives in the 
nation, holds some of the most significant archives at the University. Documenting over 
380 years of intellectual and cultural life at Harvard and providing perspectives on key 
events, social movements, and research influencing international history, the Archives’ 
collections range from the University’s founding documents such as the Charter of 1650 
to modern faculty archives, including those of the astronomer Annie Jump Cannon, 
African American historian Nathan Huggins, and philosopher John Rawls. 
Anticipated outcomes/final product: 

To make further discoveries about the personal archive of Harvard professor and 
astronomer Harlow Shapley, with a goal of providing descriptive content analysis. The 
Fellow's content-rich text will be added to an online descriptive guide to the Shapley 
archive. The Fellow will also gain a practical understanding of the theory and methods 
of archival description through directed in-depth engagement with the material. 

 

Project description: (Please submit a separate form for each project proposed) 

Work with the papers of Harvard professor and noted astronomer Harlow Shapley 
(1885-1972) and his wife and research collaborator, Martha Betz Shapley (1890-1981). 
The 53 ft. collection contains extensive correspondence with scientists, public figures, 
and family, documentation of public appearances including manuscripts of radio talks 
and lecture notes, photographs, and research notebooks and data kept by both 
Shapleys. 
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(Project description continued from page 1:) 

For the past three years, the Harvard University Archives has been working in phases 
to improve the discovery of and access to its extensive holdings relating to the history 
of the Harvard College Observatory and astronomical research at the University. Most 
recently, archivists have created an online finding aid for Harlow Shapley's records as 
director of the Observatory, a position he held from 1921 until his retirement in 1952. 

 
In addition to Shapley's records as Observatory director, the University Archives also 
holds Shapley's personal archive. He was a member of numerous academies and 
recipient of many prizes, active in the professional and political interests of science, and 
a vigorous popularizer of the field, all of which are documented in this collection. His 
papers and those of his wife reflect a broad ranging interests encompassing research 
on the nature of galaxies, the presence of science in popular culture, the intersection of 
science and politics, and the role of scientists in supporting and shaping international 
research agendas. Correspondence in the collection documents Shapley's efforts 
during the 1940s to find academic positions for European scientists fleeing Nazi 
persecution. 

 
The focus of this Pforzheimer Fellowship will be extensive descriptive enhancement of 
an existing guide to the collection. The guide contains a detailed inventory of the 
collection contents but lacks robust historical or topical information, including adequate 
information about Martha Shapley's astronomical research, both of which are necessary 
to support discovery and access by researchers interested in the history of science in 
the first half of the 20th century. 

 
Working alongside archivists as a content specialist, the Fellow will survey the Papers 
of Harlow Shapley to expand the subject and historical analysis in the existing guide 
and will edit it to optimize its online presence. In the course of this work, the Fellow will 
be introduced to archival descriptive standards, controlled vocabularies, and cataloging 
systems for special collections. At the end of the fellowship, the Fellow will present the 
updated guide and relevant findings to Harvard University Archives staff. 

 
The Harvard University Archives seeks a graduate student with an interest in the history 
of science and the intersection of science and public life in the mid-20th century to work 
on this project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


