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"I will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in 
doubt, or when the self becomes too much with 
you, apply the following test. Recall the face of 
the poorest and the weakest man [woman] who 
you may have seen, and ask yourself, if the step 
you contemplate is going to be of any use to him 
[her]. Will he [she] gain anything by it? Will it 

restore him [her] to a control over his [her] own 
life and destiny? In other words, will it lead to 
swaraj [freedom] for the hungry and spiritually 

starving millions?
Then you will find your doubts and your self melt 

away."

- One of the last notes left behind by Gandhi in 
1948, expressing his deepest social thought.

www.aidboston.org

Idea of working for the poorest of the poor guiding our work…
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Gandhi’s Talisman
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Inspiring children to read…

Making a difference…one child at a time.
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Acknowledgements
Everyone in the audience sat up in their chairs when the doctors from Jan Swastha Sahayog in Chattisgarh told the gathering that they had 

reservations against using the term ‘malnutrition’. Hunger, they explained is what resulted from the lack of sufficient food – there are no 

two ways of saying it or experiencing it. Through interactions with many such people working in the grassroots, through our projects and 

the volunteers that visit them, through campaigns, AID provides a unique bridge between the volunteers and the grassroots of India. We 

have been fortunate in 2008 to have the opportunity to interact with several grassroots leaders and hold public talks by them.

The year in AID Boston/MIT has been filled with a wide range of activities. We now support 8 projects and 3 Saathis, or fellows, in India. 

Many more projects are being actively discussed and considered. The projects are variously in the areas of community empowerment, 
education, relief and rehabilitation, human rights and health. Geographically, the projects are in Assam, Gujarat, West Bengal, Chattisgarh, 

Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. Although the projects are predominantly in the rural areas, there are a few working in the 

deprived sections of the urban society as well.

The chapter has been involved in the international campaign demanding the release of Dr. Binayak Sen who has been unjustly imprisoned 

in Chattisgarh for more than a year. Public vigils were held in 15 cities outside of India. The Boston/MIT chapter has been involved in the 

campaign for Justice in Bhopal for many years. We actively supported the march of the survivors from Bhopal to Delhi and stood in 

solidarity as they braved the elements and the state on the streets of Delhi.

2008 has also been a great year for fundraisers. Not only have the events raised money, but they have also helped us reach out to the local 

community and interested volunteers. Raising awareness in the local community about the issues facing the people in India is an important 

work for the chapter. People’s support with their resources and time along with the trust they have bestowed on us, has humbled us. The 

fusion rock concert by Indian Ocean drew a crowd of close to 1000 people. Like previous years, AID Boston teamed up with Asha for 

Education to organize its annual TeamAidAsha marathon. The runners have inspired us all by their grit and perseverance.

Educational institutions, students groups and employees of several companies have supported AID Boston/MIT by donating the proceeds 

of their yearend activities. We are very thankful to them.

Many new volunteers have taken up important responsibilities within the chapter and have infused it with new vitality in its functioning. In 

the coming year, we look forward to continue our learning from the grassroots and supporting the efforts for promoting just, sustainable 

and equitable development in India. We assure you that your participation and support will strengthen our efforts and continue to inspire 

us.

Sincerely,

AID Boston/MIT volunteers

www.aidboston.org 4
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Founded: 1991

Incorported: 2003

Chapters in the US: 36

# of Volunteers: ~1000

AID-India Chapters: 6

Total Projects: 365

Ongoing: ~100

Indian States with AID projects : 18

Projects Visited by AID volunteers: All

AID at a Glimpse Finding AID in Boston

There are two AID chapters in the greater Boston area, 
namely the AID-Boston and AID MIT chapter. The 

Boston chapter of AID was started in 1996. It has about 40 

active volunteers participating in various activities ranging 

from organizing fundraising events, reviewing projects, 

creating awareness and regular administrative work. The 

MIT chapter of AID is a registered student group with the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology, ASA (Association 

of Student Activities). The two chapters work together and 

collaborate on different AID activities, and hold a common 

meeting (Community service hour).  AID Boston-MIT as it 
is referred meets every week for CSH meetings in the 

Harvard University premises (Science Center - Room 109) 

to discuss projects, events, campaigns etc. The meetings 

start at 2:00pm and end at 4:00pm depending on the agenda 

for each week. All meetings are open to the public.

For more information please visit the web-site: 

http://www.aidboston.org/

We are in constant need of volunteers to help us in our 

various activities. Please contact us if you would like to be a 

part of the AID team

AID’s Three Pillars

Nav-Nirman : Constructive Work to eliminate poverty

Sangarsh : Struggle against the creation of poverty
Seva : Act from where you are 

Introduction
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About AID
Association for India's Development, Inc. (AID) is a voluntary non-profit organization committed to promoting sustainable, 

equitable and just development in India, by working with grassroots organizations and movements in India. AID’s primary 

objective is to address grassroots issues that are impeding the progress of India. The problems of poverty, illiteracy, 

unemployment, health, social inequalities and corruption reinforce one another. We believe that the solutions to these problems 

must be interconnected, just like the problems themselves are. AID supports and initiates efforts in various interconnected 
spheres such as education, livelihood, natural resources, health, women's empowerment and social justice. While supporting these

projects, we don’t stop at just providing money to the organizations doing grassroots work. We take the necessary next step and 

work with the grassroots organization in making the project beneficial to the local community in the long term.

AID was founded in 1991 at the University of Maryland by a group of highly motivated graduate students. In the past 15 years we 

have grown to more than 40 chapters globally with 36 chapters in the USA and 6 chapters in India. AID currently supports more 

than 100 projects in 18 Indian states with the primary source of funding being donations in the US. AID has seven Jeevan Saathis

(full time volunteers) working in India and many volunteers working full-time over extended periods of time ranging from six 

months to over a year.  AID has been featured in The Hindu, siliconindia.com and Education Times of India. In 1997, AID 

received the International History Week Humanitarian Leadership Award.

Charity Navigator, the largest independent charity evaluator in the country, has awarded AID a 4-star rating for both 

organizational efficiency and organizational capacity for consecutive years.  In its report, The charity navigator defines a four star 

rating as exceptional qualitative rating awarded to charities that exceed industry standards and outperform most charities in their 

causes.

In the past, Charity navigator praised AID for not only outperforming its peers in terms of financial management, but also for 

AID’s commitment to fiscal responsibility and to protecting the personal information of contributors with its donor privacy 

policy. We have included the summary of the charity navigator report in the following page. 

For an in-depth look into AID's activities, please visit www.aidboston.org or www.aidindia.org.

www.aidboston.org 6
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Relief and Rehabilitation

www.aidboston.org 7

Relief and Rehabilitation

Kosi River Changes course in Bihar

AID’s Involvement & Support

Food

Medicines

Shelter
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Relief and Rehabilitation

www.aidboston.org 8

The floods that hit Bihar in late August 2008 were different from previous years: the scale of destruction was unprecedented as 

the Kosi River breached an embankment upstream in Nepal. The torrents of water that changed the course of the river left 

thousands dead and affected 3 million people.

After an initial outpouring of concern, the story has since faded from the media. As winter approaches, however, the situation 

grows grimmer. Threat of disease remains. Receding waters have left large deposits of foul smelling silt; where shallow water 

remains, neither boats nor road transport can reach.

Visiting Bihar

•AID Jeevansaathi Balaji Sampath visited the area and found that while many people lived in relief camps, others lived in makeshift 

shelters, as close to their villages as possible. From the flood affected villages, he wrote:“The people were so self-reliant here –

possibly because very little government or external support reaches these village anyway. With whatever little they could scramble 

together they made huts and were not only surviving the disaster but also helping each other survive it! Isolated and cut off, these 

people survive by helping each other out.”

•AID-India, Goonj, Pratham, Center for Health and Resource Management (CHARM), Bombay Sarvodaya Friendship Centre, and 

Aakar Trust have, with AID support, provided relief in affected villages, some very remote and not yet reached by government 
efforts. Volunteers contacted government officers to demand rescue and relief services, and the community supported by signing 

letters to the responsible officials. Following this pressure, several marooned islands received help. Volunteers helped organize 

mobile health clinics to provide for curative services, primary health care and hygiene. AID volunteer, Ashish, and associate Jeevan

Saathi, Kamayani, currently with Kosi Nava Nirman Abhiyan, are working with people in flood-affected areas seeking work under 

the National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (NREGA). Kosi Navnirman Abhiyan has printed a detailed brochure on the 

government entitlements of those affected by floods, whether living in camps or otherwise. 

AID has disbursed $180,000 to AID-India and several other organizations working in flood 

affected districts of Bihar, Assam, West Bengal and Orissa.

http://biharflood2008.blogspot.com http://www.aidindia.org/donate
(Pick All India Relief Fund)

Relief and Rehabilitation
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AID Boston Projects
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AID Boston Projects

Poverty

Disasters

Discrimination

Exploitation

Malnutrition

Illiteracy

Lack of Development

Looking at underlying issues at the grassroots in a holistic manner…
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AID Boston Projects
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AID Boston Projects

AID projects are approved for the Rupees amounts and the dollar figures are based on the exchange rate applicable on the day of remittances

Supporting projects is the primary activity of an AID chapter. The project review process is very intensive. We usually 

receive project proposals directly from non-governmental organizations in India or through our full-time or part-time 

volunteers. The review process involves, among other things, establishing the credibility of the NGO and understanding the 

issues that grassroots organizations are trying to tackle in India. A visit by an AID volunteer is a compulsory step before 

approval of any project. This visit is very essential in understanding ground reality and also in building a working long -
term relationship with the NGO. In AID, we look at the NGOs we work with as our partners. The NGO usually comes up 

with its original ideas and we act as facilitator and catalyst of change.

Summary of Projects

1. Adhivasi Academy Construction, Gujarat, NGO: Bhasha [$ 6000]  

Area of work: Education 

2. Majuli Flood Relief, Assam, NGO: Rural Volunteer Center [$ 4632]

Area of work: Relief and Rehabilitation

3. Eureka Child Project, Tamil Nadu, NGO: AID India, Tamil Nadu [$ 6245]

- Area of work: Education

4. Legal Aid Center, Chhattisgarh, NGO: Vanavasi Chetana Ashram [$ 2118]

- Area of work: Human Rights

5. Polavaram Dam Project, Andhra Pradesh, NGO: Samata [$ 5319]

Area of work: Community Empowerment

6. Gramin Lok Seva Mandal, Maharashtra, NGO: GLSM [$ 1550]

Area of work: Education

Distribution of AID Boston/MIT Funding 

across sectors

Human Rights

14%

Relief and Rehab.

16%

Education

52%

Community 

empowerment

18%
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1. Adhivasi Academy, Bhasha, Gujarat

www.aidboston.org 11

Tejgadh Adhivasi Academy Based in Gujarat, Bhasha, a non-profit organization, was established in 1996 to provide a forum for the 

voice of tribal and de-notified communities of India. Bhasha was started by Dr. Ganesh N. Devy, who has dedicated himself to preserve 

tribal languages, oral traditions, tribal arts and crafts, and tribal history. Through its innovative approach of combining academic interest 

with purposeful social activism, Bhasha has made substantial contributions towards preserving and promoting tribal languages, literature, 

arts and crafts, and culture. The organization is working to better the education, health, and livelihood opportunities for tribal 

communities within the human rights framework. To achieve its goal, Bhasha has created several units that work in close collaboration. 

These include research and publication for awareness among the tribal communities, development service centers for capacity building at 

the grassroots level, and movements for legal and social justice for tribal communities. AID-Boston along with AID-Dallas and AID-
Ann Arbor has supported the NGO by funding the construction of an Adhivasi academy based in Tejgadh, Gujarat. The Tejgadh

Adhivasi Academy is an institute formed in 1999 for research and education in relation to the development of tribal communities. The 

academy is primarily for the tribal communities but it serves the people of the city by presenting useful information about the Adhivasi

culture and their struggles for human rights. The Tejgadh Adhivasi Academy has been featured in the news several times due to their 

productivity and influence in preserving and promoting the unique culture of tribal communities.

NY Times:

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/11/11/world/asia/11tribal.html?scp=1&sq=Rescuing%20Cultures%20of%20India,%20From%20A%2

0to%20Z%20&st=cse

The Hindu: http://www.hinduonnet.com/mp/2002/08/22/stories/2002082200390100.htm

The pictures on the left below depict the art and crafts and the skills specific to the tribal communities at the Tejgadh

Adhivasi Academy. While those on the right show construction of the academy in progress

AID Boston Projects
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2. Majuli Flood Support, RVC, Assam

www.aidboston.org 12

In 1950, Majuli was around 1,256 sq km but by 1990, it had shrunk to about half that size (422 km² according to Wikipedia). Since 1990 

up to 35 villages have been washed away and some reports suggest the island could disappear within as little as 20 years. The island has 

Brahmaputra river in the south and the Kherkutia Xuti, a branch of the Brahmaputra, joined by the Subansiri river in the north. It is 

about 200 kilometres east from the state's largest city — Guwahati, and is accessible by ferries from the town of Jorhat. The island was 

formed due to course changes by the river Brahmaputra and its tributaries, mainly the Lohit.

The main industry is agriculture, with paddy being the chief crop. Fishing, dairying, pottery, handloom and boat-making are other 

important economic activities. Weaving is exquisite and intricate with the use of a variety of colors and textures of cotton and silk, 
especially 'muga' silk. The inhabitants are expert navigators by boat.

AID Boston Projects

About Majuli:

Majuli has a long and rich history, it’s considered as a center of 

neo-Vaishnavite Hindu culture. It’s home to more than 30 satras

or monasteries, many of which house irreplaceable collections of

writings, antiques and masks. The satras were set up preserve 

antiques like weapons, utensils, jewelry and other items of cultural 
significance. The satras have also honed certain art and craft 

traditions, which can now be found only here. In Natun Samuguri

satra for example, one can still find the craft of mask-making; and 

in the Kamalabari satra the finest boats are made. Pottery is done 

in Majuli from beaten clay and burnt in driftwood fired kilns in the 

same mode carried out by the peoples of the ancient Harappan

Civilisation.
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2. Majuli Flood Support, Assam [Continued]

www.aidboston.org

The impact of flood 2008 in Majuli: At a glance:

1. Total Villages affected : 135 out of total 154 revenue villages

2. Total Gram Panchayats affected : 18 out of total 20

3. Total families affected : 30992

4. Total Population affected : 1, 35,000 out of total 154000 (2001census)

5. Total families displaced : 12,000

6. Total Crop area damaged : 9135 hector

7. Loss of Human Life : 4

8. Total livestock affected : 2, 72, 132

9. Land area inundated : More then 90%

10. Total 0-3 year children affected : 13,875

11. Total 3-6 year Children affected : 15,341

12. Total lactating mothers affected : 2543

.

AID Boston Projects

2008 Year's Flood Situation:

This year the worst affect of flood in Majuli was due to the breach of embankment in 
Matmora in North Lakhimpur district that channel entire water of Brahmaputra into Luit

River and raised the water level of Luit unprecedentedly. Luit being a relatively small river, 

failed to resist the pressure of water coming from Brahmaputra and ultimately breached (in 

two points) the main road of Haldibari- Jengraimukh in upper Majuli and channel the entire 

water into Majuli on 25th of July 2008. The whole phenomenon led to severe water logging 

by 25th July 2008. The situation only became worse on 16th August 2008 when the 2nd wave 

of floods hit the island due to heavy rain fall activity in the upper catchment areas. 

13
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2. Majuli Flood Support, Assam [Continued]

www.aidboston.org

About RVC and its work with AID Boston in Majuli:

We are working with the NGO called Rural Volunteers Center (RVC). They have been our partner for quite some time now. RVC was 

set up in the year 1989 by Ravindranath, an engineer who completed his masters in Rural Energy at IIT Delhi, before proceeding to work 

with SWRC in Tilonia, Rajasthan. With a view to building capacities of communities in different parts of India, while also working on 
policy level changes through advocacy, many social activists at SWRC, farmed out to different parts of the country. AID Boston has 

previously worked with RVC for building flood preparedness in the region and raise awareness about the impact of dams on the 

environment and the daily lives of the people in that region.  We approved Rs 225,000 on 10/13/2008 for relief and rehabilitation work 

based on the budget proposed by RVC.

RVC’s work in Majuli so far (Relief and Rehabilitation):

On the basis of the primary and secondary data collected during the period of survey in Majuli Sub-Division (Jorhat, Assam) the 

following relief and rehabilitation has been planned and is presently going on. 

1. Construction of 5 raised flood resilient hand-pumps (One in each of the targeted village):                    

UPDATE: Of these, 3 have already been installed and site has been selected for the other 2.

2. 1 blanket and 1 mosquito net support to each of the 300 numbers of flood affected displaced families in targeted 5 villages.    

UPDATE: This relief work is complete and support provided to all 300 beneficiaries. 

14

AID Boston Projects
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3. Eureka Child Project: Educating 10 million children

www.aidboston.org 15

About primary education in India
Education in the primary schools in India is presently facing 

tremendous crisis. Surprisingly, access to schools or primary 

education is not the actual problem. In fact more than 95% of the 

children in India actually go to schools. It is because of the 

poor teaching quality and learning levels that learning is not taking 
place in the schools. The 2007 national survey on education, which 

AID India participated in, has shown that more than 40% of the 

children in fifth standard in the schools in India are unable to read 

simple stories or do simple division problems! 

5th Std Children Who Can Read Stories

58%
35%

82%

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

All India

Average

Tamilnadu Himachal

Pradesh
About Eureka Child Pilot project
The chart above shows how Tamil Nadu has been the worst performing state in reading metrics. It is also among the bottom three 

states in math education. In response to this crisis AID India had initiated an education program (EurekaChild program) presently 

encompassing the state of Tamilnadu. A pilot program was conducted in 2006 covering about half a million children in 7000 village 

schools in TN met with staggering success. In just 6 months, it lead to an increase in the number of 5th grade children who can read 

from 50% to above 80%!

This was achieved by Improving the learning quality in the different education centers in the state. This involved :

Better Teaching Methods: Training Government school teachers on child centric group activity methods

Focus on Learning Outcomes:

Skill Evaluation 
Remedial classes for students who are lagging behind

Effective Resource Material: 

Group and Self Learning Activities:

Remedial Activities

Learning Enrichment

Communities involved in Children’s learning

Community Learning Initiatives – Libraries, Learning Festivals

Community Engagement to ensure schools function well

AID Boston Projects
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3. Eureka Project [Continued] How it works..

www.aidboston.org 16

1. Reading Evaluation

Categorized children’s reading 

skills into 5 levels: story, 

sentence, word, letter, beginner.

2. Attractive Reading 

Materials

Inspired children to read.

3. Level-Specific Group Activities

Children advanced from letter to word 

to sentences to stories – step by step.

4. Process Check 

Ensure children could 

read fluently.

AID Boston Projects
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3. Eureka Child Project [Continued] Successes

www.aidboston.org 17

About primary education in India
The dramatic success of the pilot program has inspired AID to take 

this initiative to a much larger scale and eventually benefit about 10 

million children in TN. Children's Investment Fund Foundation 

(CIFF), a leading foundation in the UK that is support by a hedge 

fund of the same name, conducted a thorough review of AID India 
and rated the Eureka Child initiative as one of the best education 

models in the world. CIFF has announced their support for the 

state wide scale up of the Eureka Child program by granting a fist 

year support of $800,000. In the first year, the program will target 

one million children in the state. The funding is in the form of a 

matching grant where CIFF will contribute $3 to every $1 raised by 

AID. That means every contribution to the project will be 

leveraged 4 times! 
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The full scale project with the CIFF support will encompass 30 districts and 7.5 Million children in primary and pre-primary classes. Also, the 

program will be extended to multiple subject areas: 

Basic Programs: Reading, Math, Pre-primary, Science Experiments 

Advanced Programs: English, Life Skills, Advanced Math and Science, Social Science

AID Boston Projects
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4. Legal Aid Center : VCA, Chhattisgarh

www.aidboston.org 18

Vanavasi Chetana Ashram (VCA) is a Gandhian organization that has rendered vital service in the interior tribal regions of the Bastar

district of Chhattisgarh for 16 years, working tirelessly to ensure basic services to the indigenous/tribal populations who form the 

majority demographic in the rural areas of this district.

This region has seen a civil-war like situation in the recent years, first due to the Naxals and then more recently due to the formation of 

the Salwa Judum that was purportedly created to counter the Naxals. Many tribals are caught in the cross-fire and are forcefully recruited 

to join one of the two camps. Those who chose to remain bipartisan are subjects of violence and several families have seen women, 

children and loved ones raped and battered to death. Many have therefore fled into the forests. Those that attempt to return find their 
villages, fields and crop repeated subjects of arson and other forms of destruction.

For many of these locals, the VCA has been the only source of hope, looking into issues of human-rights, food security, health-care and 
education in a region lacking in government services like schools and anganwadis. The following are some of the examples of their 

efforts in this strife ridden region:

The VCA volunteers worked with the fact-finding team of the National Human Rights Commission to ensure that the violence-affected 

people could testify before them without fear of retribution.

In July 2008, 18 families of Nendra, who had sought refuge in the jungles of Andhra Pradesh, were escorted back to their homes by 

members of VCA's Human Shield Team. With the human shields' support, villagers sought restoration of normal life and activities. 

Families in other villages, heartened by the example of Nendra, were on the path of doing the same.

Helping locals who have been the subject of violence use democratic means to find justice.

It is this last point that defines the Legal Center set up by the VCA that is being supported by AID. The VCA is helping locals file First 

Information Reports (FIRs), and provide them access to lawyers and other tools of the judiciary in order to fight their cases. The efforts 

of VCA have been invaluable in ensuring the access of the people to the legal system. Without their presence in the area, the youth would 

be absorbed into one of the two warring factions. They are one of the few organizations working in the area, following a democratic 

path, and maintaining the local people’s faith in the law.

Experts and activists in Chhattisgarh whom we talked to had uniformly high praise for the work of the VCA which is carried out 

diligently, in a very frugal environment and with a deep and abiding commitment to Gandhian principles of truth and justice. In the past, 

VCA has also partnered with reputed groups such as the UNICEF in the past and is currently working with Action Aid. 

AID Boston Projects
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5. Polavarum Mega Dam project, Samata, Andhra Pradesh

www.aidboston.org

About the Polavarum Dam: 

The Polavarum Dam is part of India's massive Rs 4,00,000 crore National River Linking Project, that has been found to be 

hydrologically unfeasible. On paper, the Dam would bring 7.20 lakh acres of land irrigation and generate 960 MW of power 

generation. It would also supply 23.44 tmc ft. of water supply to Vishakapatnam for Domestic and industry, all of this at a cost 

of 10,000 Crore Rs. ($2.5 B) investment.

It will submerge:

• 1.57 lakh acres (637sq.kms) , 52.9% is tribal area (1985 EIA docs)

• 276 villages in A.P, Orissa & Chattisgarh

• Displace 1,17,034 people, 12 Archeological sites

By conservative estimates., the budget now stands at Rs. 20,000 Crore

Other Key Issues

These tribal population have been given no information on alternatives and relocation. The Government has given no 

response to proposals on alternatives for irrigation, drinking water, electricity. There have been no debates or public hearings

on alternatives and the democratic system has failed to adequately represent the affected people.  Additionally, compensation 

is only provided to those who lose more than 50% of their land holdings. In addition, inflation is also not taken into account 

for house construction compensation. Different sources put the number of affected people between 110K to 150K, 

however the real number is expected to be beyond 200K

About the Samata and its work with AID-Boston: 

Since April 2005, AID Boston has been working with Samata – a social organization started in 1987 to work on the issues of 

environment and human rights of tribal people. Samata works with tribal communities in the Eastern Ghats of southern India 
and specifically in the north coastal region of the state of Andhra Pradesh. In addition, it also provides state and national level 

advocacy and support for indigenous people’s rights. In a previous project AID had supported Samata for the construction of 

all weather schools which were at that time made of local materials – mud, wood and grass.

AID Boston Projects
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5. Polavarum Mega Dam project, Samata, Andhra Pradesh

www.aidboston.org

Key issues that Samata would be addressing

-Provide information to the local CBOs and the communities

-Organize extensive padayatras, public meetings and people’s forums

-Consult with local leaders and Gram Sabhas-

-Demands, needs, local struggles, representation,
-Mobilize political opinion from opposition parties

-Mobilize media locally and at the state level

-Highlighting the violations of the government

-Demands of the people

- Compensation are being based on almost 25 years old 1985 land rates; these should be revised to reflect existing   

rates

-The current land holdings are protected under Schedule 5, people demand that the new holdings also be protected 

under the same schedule

-The relocation land should be cultivatable,  the livestock should have enough fodder in the relocated village

AID Boston Projects
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6. Gramin Lok Seva Mandal : Maharashtra

www.aidboston.org 21

GLSM is a Gandhian organization based in Karjat, Maharashtra. It is run mainly by Mr & Mrs Patil. They run a home for hearing impaired 

(also speech impaired) and mentally challenged children from surrounding adhivasi villages. Here they are initially taught basic vocabulary, 

lip reading and speech, which most of these children lack since they have been hearing impaired since birth. 

After about 4 years of schooling with the Patils, they are able to go to regular schools. Living in the city continues to give these children 
access to some amount of special education available in the public schools as per the Surva Shikshan Abhiyan program (http://ssa.nic.in). 

The main goal of the Patils is to enable these children to be able to lead independent lives as adults. Several of their students have indeed 

gone on to find gainful employment.

AID Boston has been funding GLSM since 2003. In 2008 we again funded operational expenses for GLSM. GLSM has constantly been 

trying to get government funding for their school, and this year the prospects seem especially good, since their petition will be up for 

hearing at the Department of Social Welfare of Maharashtra. Additionally, this year we have introduced this project to the MIT ASHA 

chapter, and we look forward to their support on this project. A nice essay by Mr. Patil on the founding of the school and subsequent 

experiences can be found at 

https://www.ashanet.org/projects/project-view.php?p=949.

AID Boston Projects
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Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has. - Margaret Mead Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has. - Margaret Mead Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has. - Margaret Mead 

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing thatcitizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that
ever has. ever has. 

~ Margaret Mead

Balaji Ravi Aravinda Rachna Kamayani Ravishankar
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About the AID JeevanSaathi Program

The idea that some of the most committed AID volunteers in the US would return to India and become prime-movers of our efforts was 

at the core of AID's planning since 1995. As we can see several years later, this idea has indeed been successful in practice. A critical role 

has been played by the Jeevansaathi program, which was started in 1998, a few months after Balaji and Ravi returned to India to work 

full-time for development. While AID's work is truly a collective effort of hundreds of volunteers, the Jeevansaathis have played a key 

role in both setting directions and keeping it cohesive. Over the years, their visits to the US have also strengthened AID-US functioning 

helping to meet new challenges and enhancing linkages between volunteers in the US and the work in India. 

More about the Jeevansaathi Program: http://saathi.aidindia.org

Donate to the Jeevansaathi Fund: http://www.aidindia.org/donate [Select Jeevansaathi Fund]

About the AID Saathi Program

AID recognizes certain outstanding social and environmental activists in India with "Saathi" awards. Since they are highly creative, 

committed and motivated individuals, we wish to support them in a manner that allows them freedom to operate without the constraints 

of a specific time-bound project. The program creates a mutually enriching relationship between AID and the saathi and entails not only 
support in the form of a stipend, but also non-monetary involvement and strategic support from AID volunteers. Saathis are a source of 

great inspiration to AID volunteers, and provide insight into development processes. AID so far has 10 Saathis. 

Saathis are referred to AID by our associates in India and volunteers across AID. In many cases, existing Saathis and Jeevan Saathis

recommend potential candidates to us. We stay in intimate touch with our saathis and their work through personal visits, phone calls and 

correspondence. 

AID Boston has chosen to support three remarkable individuals for our saathi program in 2008.

More about the Saathi Program: http://saathi.aidindia.org

AID Boston Saathiships
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1. Malika Virdi Saathiship, Uttarakhand
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Malika is an avid mountain, people and nature person. She has worked for nearly 3 decades on various human rights and women rights 

related issues in many places across India (Rajasthan, Delhi, Gujarat and Uttaranchal). Presently she is the Sarpanch of the Sarmoli village 

Forest Council (Van Panchayat) and is a founder member of a womens' collective in Munsiari called Maati and is associated with several 

regional and national womens and human rights groups. 

Malika Virdi had been nominated by a group called the 1000 Women for the Nobel Peace Prize 2005 ( www.1000peacewomen.org ) as 

one of their nominees for the 2005 Nobel Peace Prize. It was a unique endeavor which gains significance in the fact that it aims to bring 

recognition to a thousand women across the world like Malika who have been working on significant issues related to women as well as 

towards the larger well being to living kind.

Malika has been working on these following areas in the past year: 

Strenthening democratic institutions (Eg. Working with van panchayats and increased participation of people-centric women 

candidates for panchayati raj, writing about women elected representatives in local magazines) 

Building networks, alliances and broad basing our understanding (Eg. Publishing about her deposition of state of Uttarakhand's

forest, Part of 'Jal Jatra' organized by Uttarakhand Nadi Bachaoo Abhiyan, active with Uttarakhand Parivartan Abhiyan, Uttarakhand

Mahila Manch, held a state level meet on primary education with Rachnatmak Shiksha Manch, Uttarakhand, 6 week Landscape and 
Lifeskills course, hosted interns for educational excursions for students from international universities) 

Women's Issues (Eg. Preventing violence against women, Liquor Prohibition campaign as social boycott leading to reduced 
drunkenness and violence, honoring 5 women as 'Munsiari ki Chingari‘ (Sparks of Munsiari) as part of International Women's Day) 

Livelihood Issues and Food Security (Eg. Strengthening the solarized food economy, market small surplus of food and spices locally, 
completed year long study on 'The Dependence of subsistence farming on the forests for nutrient recycling', wool work, Community

Based Nature Tourism Enterprise, celebrated World Tourism Day, getting computers for Maati from a foundation for computer literacy 

and information access) 

Ecological Security issues (Eg. Disseminating information on public hearing process to discuss the legal and policy implications for the 

community and the ecology of the Gori valley about the several hydro power projects planned in the valley, organizing second Mesur

Forest Fair, Sarmoli Jainti Van Panchayat work, working with the State Department on tourism initiative and conservation of the 

montane bamboo, challenging Forest Department as it encroaches on more community ownership of the van panchayat so that the 

community manages the forest to meet the subsistence needs of the community as opposed to being exploited by the market). 

AID Boston Saathiships
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1. Malika Virdi Saathiship, Uttarakhand [Continued]
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Malika visited us in Boston in November 2008 and gave a talk at MIT and also visited AID College Park in Maryland where she gave two 

talks. We will be working with AID Troy on this saathiship in 2009 as they also expressed an interest in working with Malika.

More details about her work:: www.aidboston.org/MalikaVirdi

Some glimpses of the work at Munsiari: 

Van Panchayat Meeting Mesur Kund Mela 2008 Community Ecotourism Effort 

Maati Meeting Malika with AIDers Terrace Agriculture Hydropower projects Picking Rajma Course 

AID Boston Saathiships
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About Souparna Lahiri

Souparna Lahiri has been an AID Saathi since April, 2006. Souparna’s entire 

working history has been in the social sector starting from his days of student 

activism and involvement with People’s Union for Civil Liberties in 1985. During 

his initial years as an activist, he worked with the physically challenged and then the 

street children in Delhi. He recounts his years in “Butterflies”, working with the 
street children, to be the most memorable. His efforts to generate means of 

livelihood for these children led him to facilitate managing the Butterflies 

Restaurant, at ISBT in Delhi, a restaurant run by the street children. The next few 

years saw Souparna getting involved with the struggles of various sections of the 

laboring poor such as the fishworkers, tea garden workers and bonded laborers. This 

gave him a chance to gather experience in campaign building and advocacy work. 

He has established a wide network of national and international movements.

Focus of his work

The central focus of the Saathi’s work has been strengthening the weaker voices of small or marginalized communities. He has worked on 

building the capacities of the communities on the one hand and translating the effects of the policies of the state and international 

institutions, on the other.

At the national level he has been engaged in understanding the role of International Financial Institutions and the disproportionate leverage 

they have in policy matters. He has written against their non-transparent and non-participatory means of decision-making. He was part of 
the group that organized Action 2007 where more than 100 groups came together in Delhi to discuss the issues of the most marginalized 

sections and convey it to the government.

Over the last few years, Souparna has been focusing on issues affecting the communities of the northeast. He critiqued the hydro-power 

policy of Arunachal Pradesh exposing the wide gap between the state’s demand and the excessive proposed capacity, that will come at the 

cost of loss of rich bio-diversity, environmental hazards and loss of culture, identity and livelihood for small tribal societies. He has brought 

out the concerns of the smaller communities that were not consulted.

AID Boston Saathiships
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2. Sourparna Lahiri Saathiship, Northeast and Delhi [contd.]
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The Saathi has conducted several workshops on Right to Information (RTI) in Arunachal Pradeshand Sikkim. He worked closely with 

the Lepcha community in Dzongu, Sikkim to help them raise their concerns about the proposed dams on river Teesta that would affect 

their lives adversely. He also facilitated the visit of an Independent Team to study the situation, facilitated the communities’ engagement 

with the government and conceptualized a documentary film on the river Teesta. The struggle of the Lepcha community led to the 

scrapping of four projects in Dzongu and the acknowledgement of the hardships that would befall the community. Following the first 
documentary, the Saathi has finished making another one based on the peoples’ protests against a gigantic hydro power project in Dibang

Valley of Arunachal Pradesh.

Souparna Lahiri forms a unique bridge between intellectual discourse and the realities at the grassroots. He has been involved with the 

Forest Rights Act, RTI, Land Acquisition Act, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Policy and the UN Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous People. He has demystified policies and processes to empower local communities to better participate in the decision making 

of projects that directly affect their lives. He is engaged with international groups in the debates surrounding the politics of climate 

change and how it affects the people in India.

Present and Future work

At present, and in the coming years, Souparna will be engaged in doing short studies documenting the impacts of large projects in the 

northeast, traditional property rights regime, tribal communities’ experience with public hearing and Environmental Impact Assessment 

and similar issues. He will be holding capacity building workshops for the local communities.

From Souparna Lahiri’s work, AID has learned about the difficulties that smaller communities face in participating in forums that profess 

to be venues to hear all voices. We have also learned the need for active mechanisms to build the capacities of marginalized communities 

that would allow them to participate and exercise their democratic rights.

AID Boston Saathiships
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About C. Srinivasan

As a young student, AID Saathi C. Srinivasan was deeply affected by years of 

indiscriminate deforestation that had rendered the hilly regions surrounding 

the town of Vellore barren. This had been the cause of numerous 

environmental problems in the area which had amplified itself into many 

interconnected issues affecting the livelihood of the town-people. This led 

him to establish the Vellore Hills Restoration Project and the Exnora Green 
Cross (EGC) in 1995 with a primary vision to foster socio-economic change 

by generating employment and encouraging the agency of the local people 

towards solving the environmental problem. Currently, EGC works closely 

with the local village panchayats and the Forest Department of Vellore; its 

projects have ranged from water conservation and restoration of historical 

sites that are distributed throughout the 256 hills surrounding Vellore.   

AID Boston Saathiships

Also noteworthy is his work on waste management in Vellore; through the Community Composting Project (supported by UNICEF), Mr. 

Srinivasan and his colleagues transformed the town fish market and the Vellore Collectorate into near zero-waste facilities. The need for 

cleaning personnel for the collectorate led to the formation of a local women's self-help group that is sustained by a small monthly 

monetary contribution from the Collectorate itself. This model of Zero Waste Management (ZWM) has inspired not only neighbouring

district collectorates and local establishments but also the state governments of Gujarat, Tripura and Haryana, who have expressed their 

interest in implementing his ZWM model in their districts. This model has been widely acclaimed as the ‘National Model’ for ZWM.
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Mr. Srinivasan has also popularized the concept of 'enviro-friendly' weddings where the use of stainless steel cutlery and tableware are 

encouraged over their plastic counterparts, cloth wedding invitations that double up as handkerchiefs are employed and tree-saplings, 

instead of the usual 'coconut-betel leaf' are given away as part of the traditional 'thamboolam’. Simple yet highly innovative, this idea is 

gradually gaining popularity.

Mr. Srinivasan's work has been recognized at various levels and he has been honoured with numerous awards. Representative among them 

are the 'Environment Management Award 2000-'04' by the Tamil Nadu Government and the 'Ashoka Fellowship, 2003'.  

Zero Waste Management model
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AID Boston Campaigns

We all live in Bhopal…

Bhopal.net

Why is this good doctor in Jail?

Otherindia.org
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1. Justice for Bhopal Campaign, Bhopal
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About the Bhopal Tragedy

On December 3rd, 1984, thousands of people in Bhopal, India, were gassed to death after a catastrophic chemical leak at a Union 

Carbide pesticide plant. More than 150,000 people were left severely disabled -of whom 23,000 have since died of their injuries - in a 

disaster now  widely acknowledged as the world's worst-ever industrial disaster. More than 27 tons of methyl isocyanate and other deadly 

gases turned Bhopal into a gas chamber. None of the six safety systems at the plant were functional, and Union Carbide's own 

documents prove the company designed the plant with “unproven” and “untested” technology, and cut corners on safety and 
maintenance in order to save money. Today, twenty-four years after the Bhopal disaster, at least 50,000 people are too sick to work for a 

living, and a recent study in the Journal of the American Medical Association confirmed that the children of gas-affected parents are 

themselves afflicted by Carbide's poison.

Carbide is still killing in Bhopal. The chemicals that Carbide abandoned in and around their Bhopal factory have contaminated the 

drinking water of 25,000 people. Testing published in a 2002 report revealed poisons such as 1,3,5 trichlorobenzene, dichloromethane, 

chloroform, lead and mercury in the breast milk of nursing women living near the factory. Although Dow Chemical acquired Carbide's 

liabilities when it purchased the company in 2001, it still refuses to address its liabilities in Bhopal – or even admit that they exist.

About the Justice for Bhopal Campaign

Association for India’s Deveopment ( AID) is  a key member of the ICJB. In association with other survivor organizations and 

supporting organizations ,AID has participated in the different global campaigns. Previous campaigns have been: 

• Extradition of Warren Anderson

• Jhadoo Maro Dow ko!

• Provision of clean water

• Fight for compensation for survivors

• Padyatra 2006: 800 km walk to New Delhi by the survivors

AID Boston Campaigns
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About the Successful 2008 Campaign

In 2008, the justice for Bhopal campaign followed up the previous 
campaigns with the “Walk your talk” Campaign.  This was organized to 

remind Prime Minister Manmohan Singh about his promises to meet the 

demands of the 2006 Padyatra.  The demands of the campaign were:

Set up a Special Commission on Bhopal for the next 30 years to address 

the following issues affecting people (and their children) exposed to Union 

Carbide's poisons. The Bhopal Commission must have survivors' 

representatives and the necessary funds and authority to carry out its tasks. 

a) Medical Care Research and Monitoring 

b) Social and Economic Rehabilitation 
c) Environmental Remediation 

d) Safe Drinking Water

Take legal action against Dow 

a) Pursue the Ministry of Chemicals' application in the MP High Court seeking money from Dow Chemical for toxic clean up in Bhopal b) Move 
for extradition of the authorized representative of Union Carbide Corporation and prime accused Warren Anderson  c) Revoke approval given to 

Reliance Industries for purchase of Union Carbide's Unipol technology, which is intellectual property that must be confiscated as Union Carbide 

has been absconding since 1992  d) Cancel registration for all four pesticides, including Dursban, obtained by bribing Agriculture Ministry officials 

as established by the Securities & Exchange Commission, USA 

Success in New Delhi

New Delhi. August 8th, 2008 -- After a punishing 500 mile walk over 38 days, a 73 day dharna in Delhi and a 60 day worldwide relay hunger 

strike, Bhopal survivors celebrated a historic victory in their 23 year battle for rehabilitation and a life of dignity and health when the government 

of India announced it would set up an Empowered Commission on Bhopal and take legal action on the criminal and civil liabilities of Union 

Carbide and Dow Chemical.

AID Boston Campaigns
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On May 13th/14th, 2008 Dr. Binayak Sen, an activist with a lifelong commitment to 

the issues of community health and human rights, completed a full year of unjust 

imprisonment at the Raipur Central jail in Chhattisgarh.

Dr. Sen's life has been focused on providing healthcare to the most marginalized 
sections of the society. By setting up the unique Shaheed Hospital, the community-

driven work of Rupantar and his broader involvement with Jan Swasthya Abhiyan –

the Indian circle of the People's Health Movement, Dr. Sen has made healthcare 

available to people who have been ignored by government or private systems.

As the State Secretary of People's Union for Civil Liberties of Chhattisgarh and the national Vice President, Dr. Sen has uncovered human 

rights violations by the state and other armed groups. He has highlighted starvation deaths, dysentery epidemics, poor conditions of under 
trial prisoners, custodial deaths and extra judicial killings. Dr. Sen has also worked on the issues of right to food, work, health and 

education. He has been amongst the most vocal opponents of Salwa Judum, a private militia movement armed by the Chhattisgarh 

Government to combat Maoist insurgency – that has contributed to a spiraling increase in violence and displacement of thousands of 

tribals. Even the Supreme Court of India has issued a strong disapproval of the Salwa Judum, citing concerns similar to those raised by Dr. 

Sen.

On May 14th, 2007 Dr. Sen was arrested in Raipur under the repressive Chhattisgarh Special Public Security Act, 2005 (CSPSA) and the 

Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act 2004 (UAPA) on charges of sedition, conspiracy to wage war against the state and conspiracy to 

commit other offences. The continuing detention of an activist committed to non-violence and social justice is a mockery of justice itself. 

His trial began on April 30th, 2008 after a year in prison without bail, including a cruel spell of solitary confinement.

AID has joined forces with all those to speak out against the stifling of pro-poor and democratic voices such as Dr. Binayak Sen's. The 

international community has already shown its appreciation by bestowing the Jonathan Mann award for public health and human rights on 

him. In addition, the UAPA and the CSPSA must be repealed, and the Chhattisgarh government should stop its support for Salwa Judum.

AID Boston Campaigns
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May 13/14, 2008  marked the Global Day of Action: with AID chapters in Baltimore/JHU, Boston, Dallas, Houston, London, New York, 

Paris, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, San Francisco, Stockholm, Vancouver, Washington DC organizing vigils and campaigns for the cause

On May 13, 2008 AID Boston along with 6 other cosponsoring organizations and 50 volunteers organized a vigil at Harvard Square to 

protest against this injustice. 

In addition, a petition with 4000 signatures from individuals around the world was signed
50 international organizations support APPEAL to free Dr. Binayak Sen

22 Nobel Laureattes scientists and economists signed a letter to free Binayak Sen to receive the prestigious 2008 Jonathan Mann award in DC

Global 

AID Boston Campaigns
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AID Boston Fundraisers

Almost Sold Out Indian Ocean Concert

Annual Full/Half Marathon Program

Annual End of Year One For India Fundraiser Campaign
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AID Boston Fundraisers

Fundraisers form a very important part of the annual events that AID Boston organizes. In addition to the obvious tangible 

benefits of providing critical funds that we allocate to our projects and campaigns each year, there are many other crucial elements 

associated with them. They help us generate awareness among public about our work at grass-root level. We received a very 

positive feedback about the work we do from the people who attended the Indian Ocean concert. Importantly, the fundraisers 

helps bind the different volunteers together and helps us as an organization develop synergies and momentum that drive our 
activities throughout the year. The event and also encourage new volunteers to show interest and play a part in AID activities. A lot 

of the current volunteers in AID Boston volunteers came in during the Indian Ocean concert. This year, AID Boston/MIT 

organized three different fundraising events. 

1. AID-ASHA Marathon

2. Indian Ocean Concert

3. One for India 2008: Year end fund raising 

Additionally, AID Boston/MIT also reaches out to educational institutes and corporate for fundraising events. Although, the scale 

of such events is usually smaller than typical fund raising events, they help us reach out to the Indian community in the Boston area 
and spread awareness about the work we do.   This year AID Boston organized three such community based fund raising/outreach 

events at Brandeis Univeristy, MathWorks and EMC 

Fundraiser Funds raised

AID ASHA Marathon $58,000* 

Indian Ocean Concert $14,400 

One for India $5,600 

Total $78,600 

Community outreach Funds raised

Brandeis University $380 

MathWorks EOY Donation $1,300 

EMC Auction $600

Total $2,280

* Total raised by the marathon program for AID-ASHA
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AID Boston and AID MIT jointly organized an Indo-Rock fusion concert by the band ‘Indian Ocean’ at the Kresge Auditorium (MIT, 

Cambridge, MA) on October 5th 2008. The event was a grand success.

The roots of this concert lay in the AID conference that occurred in Buffalo over the Memorial day weekend. A few of us who attended 

the conference heard “Hille Le”, a popular Indian Ocean song that was used as theme music in a presentation.  Later by the time a 

proposal to host their concert came in July 2008, significant number of us had already known the group or heard more of their music and 

learned about them. Indian Ocean is currently one of the most popular fusion bands in India. A generation of college students who 

watched their live performances on campuses had grown to like them. The group blends rock, Indi-folk, Indian classical and various 
other styles, truly creating music without boundaries. They have a history of doing benefit concerts and supporting campaigns for public 

causes. They are a band known for their secular, egalitarian, environmentalist views. Thus their ideology is considerably similar to that of 

AID and therefore added to their appeal for us.

After voting unanimously in favor of hosting the concert in late July, AID Boston and MIT chapters planned and executed a concerted 

publicity and event organization effort for two and half months. Over 40 active volunteers helped with planning and execution and 

several more from AID-MIT that joined us on the day of the event. It would be accurate to say that the event had galvanized AID 

chapters in Massachusetts. 

The success of the event energized the AID Boston/MIT volunteer base and brought in considerable amount of new blood in the form

of new volunteers. It was the largest and most successful concert in the history of AID Boston/MIT chapters. Over 900 people attended 

the concert. Over $30,000 was generated in revenues, about $20,000 of which through ticket sales alone. Profits from the event crossed 

$15,000. It was also the chapters’ record highest amount raised through an event other than the marathon. About $2500 was raised in a 

matter of five minutes in the form of on-the-spot pledged donations when the band made an appeal towards the end of their 

performance.  

The real success story was however, the large energized team of volunteers, especially a number of newer volunteers. Each and every one 

stepped up and delivered. Result was a great concert that everyone enjoyed while we promoted our common cause. Many of us got 

feedback from friends and guests (verbal and written) congratulating AID for a well organized concert. 

AID Boston Fundraisers
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Additional intangible benefits of the event as we perceived them were:

•Greater awareness among the public of our work at the grassroots.

•Many new potential volunteers have shown interest in AID and its work.

•Lessons were learned about organizing such events (information was archived for future reference)

•We refreshed/reconnected affiliate and partner relationships with other community organizations and people (Asha, NetSAP, CRY, 

Donors, Pratham, MITHAS, IAGB). We can hope to build on this going forward.

•At a personal level, the relationships between the volunteers grew stronger.

The band performing on stage at MIT Kresge auditorium Almost a full house of captivated audience 

AID Boston Fundraisers
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Some of the volunteers with the band members after the concert. Not all volunteers are in this picture 

AID Boston Fundraisers
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ONE...the single most powerful entity in this world. It all starts with ONE to make a difference - a positive difference in the lives of the 

rural and most underprivileged sections of Indian society. The one, can be a simple donation or a commitment to do at least ONE thing 

for our underprevilieged brothers and sisters in India. 

One for India (OFI) is the year-end fundraiser of Association for India's Development (AID). This year we aim to raise $250,000 to 

support our initiatives in 2009 and to make the community aware of AID's activities. The campaign has so for raised $118,128 from 440 

donors. In OFI campaign of 2008 (ongoing), Boston Chapter of AID has raised more than $5600. The money raised will go towards 
various projects this chapter has been supporting as detailed in this annual report. As always, we will do due deligence and stick to our 

strict guidelines (visits to new projects pre and post approval; etc) to distribute this amount in various projects across India. 

OneForIndia.org provides the support and the material. It provides a slice of AID's work, across chapters, across the various states of 

India and across the various disciplines. Volunteers, donors, friends and family members are directed to oneforindia.org to pledge their 

ONE - one action in the holiday season. In short, the website itself becomes AID's informal report on various activities for that year.

Through One for India campaign, Association for India's Development (AID) showcases our efforts to alleviate the problems of the 

marginalized and the underprivileged. AID and its partners believe in sustainable development and equitable progress and this belief 

manifests itself in AID's projects outlined below: 

www.oneforindia.org

AID Boston Fundraisers
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How about 26.2 miles? In 2008 AID and Asha Boston/MIT chapters joined hands again to organize the 6th annual marathon 

fundraising program called TeamAIDAsha. In 2008 we raised a total of about $58,000. More than 20 runners from the Boston area 

finished the full and half marathons at Chicago (Chicago Marathon) and Lowell (Bay State half and full marathon). Over the last 6 years 

AID and Asha Boston/MIT chapters together have raised close to $300,000 through the marathon fundraising program. This program 

organizes a 7 month long training program under coach Jonathan Wyner that starts with short training runs in spring, gradually 
progressing to longer runs on weekends and ends with half (13.1 miles) and full (26.2 miles) marathons in the fall.

AID and Asha provide the volunteers as mentors for the runners, provide water support during the training runs and help the runners to 
achieve their goal of finishing either a half or full marathon. Most of the runners who join the program are beginners with no prior 

experience in long distance running. So, finishing the marathon is a significant personal achievement for almost all of them. In return, 

they spread the word around about the good work that the two volunteer organizations do among their friends, family and colleagues and 

raise funds for AID and Asha to meet their target of $2620 for full marathoners and $1500 for half marathoners. 

Many of our runners exceed their target goals, making this program one of the best fundraising sources for both AID and Asha

Boston/MIT Chapters. Many runners continue to stay involved in the marathon program by volunteering for future programs and also

become regular volunteers and supporters of AID and Asha in the long term. The TeamAIDAsha program starts every spring. Please 

visit www.teamaidasha.org any time to learn more and signup for future events. 

www.teamaidasha.org

AID Boston Fundraisers
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www.teamaidasha.org : Run For a Change

A few of the 2008 TeamAIDAsha runners after the Cape Ann Half Marathon

AID Boston Fundraisers
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4. MathWorks year end Donations Program 
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About the End-of-Year (EOY) Donations Program at MathWorks

The EOY Donations event is one of the various initiatives undertaken by the Social Mission team at MathWorks. This program enables 

staff to nominate, and ultimately select, charitable organizations from around the world as recipients of a year-end monetary donation 

from the company.  Every year MathWorks make donations to charitable organizations that are researched and nominated by 
MathWorks staff. In November, MathWorkers vote online to distribute their allotted hundred points across the nominated nonprofits. 

The point totals that the nonprofits receive from all participating staff members determine the distribution of funding. For the last two 

years AID has been winning the nominations as recipient of these donations. In the 2008 EOY Donation program Mathwork donated 

$1200 to AID Boston/MIT

About MathWorks

The MathWorks is the leading developer of mathematical computing software.   Engineers and scientists worldwide rely on its products 

to accelerate the pace of discovery, innovation, and development in automotive, aerospace, electronics, financial services, biotech-
pharmaceutical, and other industries.   MathWorks products are also fundamental teaching and research tools in the world’s universities 

and learning institutions.  Founded in 1984, The MathWorks employs more than 2,000 people in 15 countries, with headquarters in 

Natick, Massachusetts, USA.  

The MathWorks Social Mission

MathWorks is committed to acting responsibly as a global corporate citizen through its Social Mission program. their core values and 

conviction to "Do the Right Thing" guide us in leveraging our unique company strengths for meaningful outcomes. We as a company 

believe that investing in our Social Mission helps us to lead in both our communities and the field of technical computing. For additional 
information about the MathWorks and its Social Mission, visit www.mathworks.com.

Subadhra, an AID volunteer, after joining MathWorks has represented Association for India’s Development (AID) in the EOY voting 

events in both 2007 and 2008. She participated in the EOY nominations fair and has presented various AID publicity materials listing 

projects, corresponding budgets, annual reports, etc. at the AID Information booth. Thanks to the continued support from her fellow 

MathWorkers, both these years, AID has won one of the highest number of votes at this event. 

AID Boston Fundraisers
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5. Brandeis University SASA –MELA 2008

www.aidboston.org 44

About Brandeis SASA 

The Brandeis South Asian Students Association (SASA) represents the seven south Asian countries of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, 

Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. The goal of the club is to educate the Brandeis community of this culturally-rich part of the 

world. The club produces largest annual cultural show on campus, MELA, and organize a number of activities including various 

discussions, dances and musicals.  The show runs for more than 3 hours and gets an attendance of more than 1000 people.

About the AID Tabline Event

AID Boston was invited by students at Brandeis to organize a tabling event, in order to raise awareness among South Asians about the 

work that AID does. The group was particularly excited about the AID Eureka project and showed interest in joining hands with AID 

Boston to help raise funds for the project.A large number of AID volunteers were present the 3 hour cultural event and during ticket 

sales that was carried out one day before the event. The students at Brandeis were moved to see the work that AID does at grassroots 

and were excited about the possibility of organizing a student activity group in the university. AID Boston helped these students get 

connected with AID India to explore this possibility.

In addition to the awareness about AID’s work and motivating students to take up similar initiatives, the volunteers raised a total of $380 

during the tabling event. This was achieved through donations, sale of calendars and khadi clothes.  

AID Boston Fundraisers
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6. EMC Auction
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About EMC Auction

EMC Corporation, a leading information management technology 

company based out of Hopkinton, chose AID Boston as the 

beneficiary for an internal fundraising event organized by its 

Indian Sub-Continent Employee Committee (ISEC). This 
fundraising event was part of a holiday gala organized by ISEC 

where more than 200 attendees, mostly of Indian origin, 

celebrated 2008 holidays. ISEC is an employee group within EMC 

focusing on promoting diversity across the organization and has 

considered several Boston based NGOs before selecting AID 

Boston as the beneficiary. ISEC representatives were particularly 

attracted towards AID’s grassroots level approach to foster 

development in India.

EMC’s top executives Jack Mollen and Howard Ellias were 

present at the gala and stopped by AID table to learn about AID’s

work. They received AID 2009 calendars and were quite 
impressed by the theme and originality of the concept. They also

learnt about AID’s work and congratulated the team for its 

commendable job. 

AID Boston Fundraisers

Ashok Devata, an employee at EMC and an active volunteer at AID, staffed the table and educated attendees by providing 

information about AID projects and explained how one can get involved with AID.

Speaking on the stage at the gala, Ashok highlighted the change that AID brings into the lives of many underprivileged Indians 

through collaboration with grassroots projects and organizations. Attendees also learnt that the Bollywood movie Swades was partially 

based on the true story of the founding members of AID and were pleasantly surprised.

This event helped AID start a new relationship with a leading corporation in the state and position itself as a credible and active cause 

based NGO people can get involved with. AID looks forward to further strengthen the relationship through events, talks and 

volunteer opportunities for EMC’s employees.

AID volunteers with EMC top executives
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AID Boston Awareness Events

www.aidboston.org 46

A very important aspect of AID besides project reviews and fund generation is the component of outreach and awareness. We have, as 

an organization, evolved through our learning and experiences with projects we participate in, and with it our volunteers have themselves 

re-tuned their thinking based on new knowledge. We believe it is critical to make this knowledge accessible to the public since we live in a 

"data" rich world, but not necessarily an "information" rich one... our practical experiences with projects and our forums add an 

awareness component and we make a contribution to the areas of social development. AID Boston/MIT organized and participated in 
10 different awareness events in 2008. These included two Vigils, a Film screening, a Cultural/Fundraising event and  several talks by 

established AID partners and NGOs.

AID Boston Awareness Events



4747

1. Vigil for the release of Binayak Sen

www.aidboston.org 47

May 13, 2008

Binayak Sen

Jailed Physician and Human Rights Activist

Winner of the Jonathan Mann Award for Global Health and Human Rights, 2008

Dr Binayak Sen is a renowned pediatrician and human rights activist who has 

been working with the poorest people in Chhattisgarh state in central India 

for the last 25 years. On 14 May 2007, Dr Sen was arrested on trumped-up 

charges and has been imprisoned without trial. He was instrumental in setting 

up the cooperative Shaheed hospital for mine workers, and has campaigned 
tirelessly against violations of the human rights of the poor. On 21 April, 

2008, he was awarded the prestigious Jonathan Mann Award for Global 

Health and HumanRights.

The Chhattisgarh government claims that Binayak Sen has aided banned Maoist groups who are active in the region. In fact, Binayak Sen’s

real ‘crime’ was to stand by the dispossessed and to speak out about the violence they face in Chhattisgarh. He was arrested after helping to 

expose involvement by the police in the unlawful killing of 12 adhivasi people. He has been a vocal opponent of the Salwa Judum, a state-

sponsored militia which has massacred local people and forced thousands to flee from their homes.

May 14, 2008 will mark one year since Dr Binayak Sen’s arrest. The Acts under which he was arrested make it possible for the government 
to keep him in prison for an unspecified period, without any evidence. The Indian government and the Chhattisgarh state government are 

determined to silence Dr Sen. We must not allow them

to succeed. 

AID Boston Awareness Events
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2. Bread or freedom? can we have both?

www.aidboston.org 48

June 3, 2008

DR. ILINA SEN 

Professor of Gender Studies

Mahatma Gandhi Hindi University, Wardha, India
Scholar, Feminist, Human Rights Activist and Wife of Binayak Sen

Dr. Ilina Sen along with Dr. Binayak Sen, are the founders of Rupantar, a community-based nongovernmental organization that has 
trained, deployed and monitored the work of community health workers spread throughout 20 villages. Rupantar's activities include 

initiatives to counter alcohol abuse and violence against women, and to promote food security. 

Event poster: http://www.aidboston.org/FreeBinayakSen/posters/Ilina_Boston.pdf

3. There is no such thing as trash, only misplaced resources

His Rejuvenate India Movement Fellowship - in 2003 by Rejuvenate India Movement, Bangalore EGC’s zero waste management (ZWM) 

models and organic roof gardens have transformed Vellore. ZWM has brought new life to the local fish market, milk processing plant, 

colleges, the women’s prison, several town and village panchayats, and temples. Mr.Srinivasan’s model has been widely acclaimed as the 

‘National Model’ for ZWM and he has been appointed as the Head Trainer in ZWM by the government of Tamil Nadu. Municipal 

Corporations in Tamil Nadu, Mysore, Punjab, and Nepal are in the process of replicating his model. EGC has generated employment for 
hundreds of people through its projects. It is quickly gaining recognition for replicable solutions to environmental problems. AID’s

partnership with EGC is bound to be exciting and rewarding. 

Publication: http://publications.aidindia.org/content/view/246/102/ 

June 14, 2008

DR. C SRINIVASAN 

Environment Management Award by  TN Government 

Ashoka Fellowship - Ashoka Innovators for the Public, Washington D.C Vocational Award by Rotary Club of Vellore, Midtown

AID Boston Awareness Events
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5. My encounters with poverty and some questions arising from it?
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July 20, 2008

DR. ANAND CHAKRAVARTI

Retired Professor, Delhi School of Economics

Prof. Chakravarti's talk was based on preliminary observations among two extremely poor communities -- Paswan and Bhuiya -- in a 

village in Rohtas district in the state of Bihar in India. Their dismal state of affairs prompted him to raise fundamental questions on 

the following issues:

(i) The hollowness of the national movement in India

(ii) The class character of the Indian state

(iii) The need to look at development from the standpoint of the poor

(iv) The bleak prospects of resistance against dominant class

Event poster: http://www.aidboston.org/posters/AnandChakravarti_Jul202008.pdf 

AID Boston Awareness Events
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4. Healthcare for Tribals and rural areas of Chattisgarh

Dr. Yogesh Jain and Dr. Raman Kataria are part of the four MDs from AIIMS 

that decided to quit their paying jobs in the cities to setup JSS, a cost effective 

healthcare for 21 tribal villages in Kota Block in Bilaspur, Chattisgarh. 

The state of Chattisgarh stands one of the lowest in indexes of Poverty, 

Hunger, health care and literacy.  80% population is rural, 43% literacy rate and 
more than 38% of the population below official Poverty Line. To make it 

worse, hunger is mixed with  state also has a high infant mortality rate of 

95/1000 in rural areas it has only 6 district hospitals and 512 primary health 

care systems. If poverty itself was not an issue, medical poverty exacerbates the 

living conditions of the rural poor. 

They had to undergo a de-specialization when they became village doctors and 

performed other surgeries outside their specialization. They talked about 

hunger and related health issues and its associated challenges that they had to 

face. 

Event poster: http://www.aidboston.org/posters/JSSDocTalkBoston.jpg

AID Publication: http://publications.aidindia.org/content/view/568/56/ 

August 13, 2008

DR. YOGESH JAIN AND DR. RAMAN KATARIA

Pediatrics Oncologist and Pediatric Surgeon

AIIMS, Delhi 
NGO: Jan Swasthya Sahyog

Hunger and Under nutrition…

AID Boston Awareness Events
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6.Uttarakhand Van Panchayat Institution: Forest Commons vs. 

State Property
November 13, 2008

MALIKA VIRDI

AID Saathi

Van Panchayat Sarpanch & Social Activist, Uttarakhand

Seventeen years ago, Malika Virdi left the glamorous,comfortable life of Delhi, India and moved to the remote mountain town of 

Munsiari, high in the Himalayas, in the Indian state of Uttarakhand. Despite having no ancestral knowledge of farming, she became a

subsistence farmer, and hasn’t looked back since. The pleasure of working with the land surprised her, since she was born and raised in 

one of the biggest cities in the world. This story is fascinating, because it runs contrary to the usual narrative of people abandoning rural 

areas and moving into cities.

Malika is now the head of the Village Forest Council in the village of Sarmoli. She is also a founding member of Maati, a women’s 

collective in Munsiari. The Boston chapter of the Association for India’s Development has been supporting Malika’s work for the past 

three years, and on Saturday, November 8, 2008 she gave a talk at MIT about her work.

Malika advocates subsistence farming as a way of life, and views the welfare of local people as being jeopardized by the intrusion of 

market forces into Munsiari. She thinks that one such intrusion is the government’s plans to construct eight dams on the nearby Gori

river. When tunnels are dug in the mountains to divert water for the construction of these dams, it destabilizes the mountain slopes 

leading to increasing landslides and loss of forest.

Malika also described a long-standing, traditional way of managing forests through Village Forest Councils, or the van panchayats. These 

democratic institutions have functioned for decades to regulate use of the forests and prevent over-exploitation. She says that instead of 

abandoning the forests to commercial use, local subsistence farming should be treasured in the light of the worldwide problem of over-

exploitation of natural resources.

AID Boston Awareness Events
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7. Globalization and Crisis of environmental governance in India

www.aidboston.org 52

November 20, 2008

ASHISH KOTHARI

Founding member of Kalpavriksh, Indian environmental NGO

Co- �Chair of the IUC  Inter-commission Strategic Direction on Governance

Member, Steering Committee, World Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA)

Economic globalization introduced in 1991, has caused a drastic decline in the quality of environmental governance in India. Already 

weak, environmental standards and policies have been further weakened to enable domestic and foreign companies to invest in various 

destructive projects. Globalization has only pushed an unsustainable model of ‘development’ to higher levels, sacrificing the environment 

and the livelihoods of tens of millions of people. Hope lies in people’s resistance and the growing exploration of development and 

governance alternatives.
Event Poster: http://www.aidboston.org/posters/AshishKothariNov132008.pdf

8.Film screening: Words on Water with Director Sanjay Kak
December 1, 2008

SANJAY KAK

Independent documentary film-maker 

Other works: Jashn-e Azadi, One Weapon (1997),  Harvest of Rain (1995), A House and a Home (1993) 

For more than 15 years, people of the Narmada valley in India have resisted a series of massive dams on 

their river, and in their struggle have exposed the deceptive heart of India's development politics. The 
struggle has forged unusual alliances. Adhivasis in the hills, farmers from the Nimad plain, sand-

quarriers and fishermen on the river, and middle-class activists. They are ranged against the powerful 

apparatus of this chosen model of development -Ministers, Magistrates, Police Commissioners, the 

World Bank, and in this era of privatization, multinational corporations. This is a dialogue with authority 

that is usually conducted across barricades. But through the tumult and slogans, we make our way to the 

transactions between power and powerlessness, between truth and untruth.

AID Boston Awareness Events
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9. Bhopal Mela: From Bollywood to Bharatnatyam
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December  6, 2008

Dance and Music Adventure to raise funds for the survivors of the Bhopal Chemical 

Disaster

The Bhopal mela was organized by MIT-Amnesty International in association with 

AID Boston/MIT chapters, MIT sangam, MIT students for bhopal, Boston for 

Bhopal Coalition.

All of the funds from the Bhopal Mela went to support the struggle of the Bhopal 

survivors for justice and a life of dignity. The International Campaign for Justice in 
Bhopal (ICJB) is a grassroots campaign run by the survivors of the Bhopal 

Chemical Disaster and allies throughout India, the US and the UK. More 

information about what happened in Bhopal and the ICJB can be found at 

www.studentsforbhopal.org

AID Boston Awareness Events
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10. Vigil for Mumbai Victims
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December  9, 2008

Parkman Bandstand 

Boston Commons

On Tuesday December 9th, Association for India’s development, in coordination 

with 12 other groups, organized a Candlelight Vigil at  Parkman Bandstand 

in the Boston Commons to  remember the victims of the Mumbai attacks. Nearly 

200 people braved the cold to be part of the vigil

The gathering was addressed by leaders from six different religious communities, all 
of whom stressed the oneness of all human beings, and emphasized that senseless 

acts of violence against defenseless civilians could never be justified. 

Event Poster: http://www.aidboston.org/posters/AIDMumbaiVigilDec92008.jpg

AID Boston Awareness Events

AID volunteers at the vigil
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AID Boston Financials

www.aidboston.org 55

Looking into Finances

AID Boston Financials
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AID Boston Financials

www.aidboston.org 56

AID Boston Financials

Money Raised Money Spent (on projects)

General Donations $ 43,813

Marathon $ 23,343

Indian Ocean $ 14,408

Misc $ 1,362

Total $ 82,926 $ 47,531

Net $ 35,395

Balance $ 102,280

Money Raised Money Spent (on projects)

General Donations $ 43,813

Marathon $ 23,343

Indian Ocean $ 14,408

Misc $ 1,362

Total $ 82,926 $ 47,531

Net $ 35,395

Balance $ 102,280
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AID Boston

PO BOX 390884
Cambridge, MA 02139
info@aidboston.org

AID Headquarters

P.O. Box F

College Park, MD 20741
Tel: (888) 825-5224
1-888-TALK2AID
Fax: (301)314-9465
Email: info@aidindia.org

Compassion wherever there is suffering

Conviction that the compassion is strong enough to eliminate suffering

Courage to make this conviction a reality

This is AID...


