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Big Idea — God gave Samson superhuman strength, and yet Samson had a super weakness: his character. 
In this series we will discover that ability without character is a recipe for destruction, but godly character is 
the foundation for doing exploits.  

• Week 1 — Oh, the Places You’ll Go
Our character is often molded by our surroundings. Samson consistently placed himself in 
locations and situations that challenged his commitment to God. We must position ourselves in 
an environment that contributes to godly character development. 

• Week 2 — Relationship Goals
Relationships have a major impact on our character. This lesson explores how the people Samson 
associated with pushed him away from his calling and how we should build relationships that help 
us pursue God’s purpose for our lives.

• Week 3 — Decisions, Decisions 
Samson did not waste his life overnight, but by one choice at a time. In this lesson we will learn 
from Samson how decision making is crucial to developing or destroying our character.

• Week 4 — Cause and Effect
After years of wrong places, people, and choices, Samson’s life had reached its conclusion. The 
Lord’s hand was on Samson until his last breath, but his lack of character cost him greatly. In this 
lesson we will learn that when we choose a behavior, we choose a consequence.
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LESSON MAP
Each LINK247 lesson follows the same lesson map. This map is designed to help you connect students with 
biblical truth. Each lesson has options to help you tailor the lesson to best fit the group you are teaching. 
Listed below are the elements in each LINK247 lesson.
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INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to apply 
the truth in their daily lives.

LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect with 
the group of students you are teaching.

UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through the Bible 
with the students.

ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or more of 
the Arrive options.
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Series Big Idea
God gave Samson superhuman strength, and yet Samson had a super weakness: his 
character. In this series we will discover that ability without character is a recipe for 
destruction, but godly character is the foundation for doing exploits.  

BIBLICAL PASSAGE
Judges 16:30

BOTTOM LINE
Samson did not waste his life overnight, 
but by one choice at a time. In this 
lesson we will learn from Samson 
how decision making is crucial to 
developing or destroying our character.
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Week 3 — Decisions, Decisions 
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LESSON OUTLINE
1. LAUNCH

Option 1 — Would You Rather?  
Option 2 — Superlatives
Option 3 — Interactive Questions

A. Week 2 Review
B. The Forbidden Philistine Wife
C. Secretly Killing a Lion
D. Foxes, Fires, and Fields
E. Water in Time of Need

2. UNLOCK

3. INTERSECT
A. Choices
B. Choosing His Desires over God’s Commands
C. Choosing to Forget the Past
D. Choosing Himself over His People
E. Choosing to Try Again

Option 1 — Prayer and Sharing 
Option 2 — Make a Sign or Keepsake
Option 3 — The Postscript

4. ARRIVE
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1
LAUNCH
Begin by choosing a Launch option that will connect
with the group of students you are teaching.
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Option 1 — Would You Rather?  
A.  Create a list of “would you rather” questions to ask the group. Have students raise their hand 

or stand up to determine their choice. See examples below:
1. Would you rather be covered in fur or covered in scales?
2. Would you rather always be ten minutes late or twenty minutes early?
3. Would you rather have all traffic lights you approach be green or never have to stand in 

line again?
4. Would you rather be able to control animals with your mind or control electronics with 

your mind?
5. Would you rather your only mode of transportation be a donkey or a giraffe?

B.  Ask the following questions:
1. What are some major decisions you will make in your life?
2. How do your choices today impact your life tomorrow?
3. What are some practices we can implement to help us make godly choices?

Option 2 — Superlatives
A.  Samson was “most likely to” do a lot of things. His unique and powerful giftings made him 

a man with great potential. However, just because people have great potential doesn’t always 
mean they will make the right choices to achieve their potential.

B.  Create a list of “most likely to” questions to poll students. When you read the questions out 
loud, have students either write down their answers or point to someone in the room. See 
examples below:
1. Who is most likely to win an eating contest?
2. Who is most likely to be valedictorian?
3. Who is most likely to be elected the leader of our country?

Option 3 — Interactive Questions
A. Concerning your relationship with God, what are some good decisions you can make every day?
B. How can past experiences inform us for present choices?
C.  Read Proverbs 27:12. What do you think this Scripture means?
D. How do you think our choices impact our character?
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2
UNLOCK
Next, using the outline provided, walk through
the Bible with the students.

A. Week 2 Review
1. During Samson’s life, he placed himself in environments and relationships that challenged his 

commitment to God and his character.
a. The people in Samson’s life were often individuals who pressed him away from his calling.
b. Samson spent more of his time fraternizing with the enemy than leading his own people. 
c. In fact, we have only a few verses that reference his relationship with his own people, but 

we have many verses that reveal his interaction with enemies of his character.
2. It is vitally important we connect with people who push us closer to our calling and not pull 

us further away. 
a. Discerning the difference between those two types of people is critical to establishing 

strong, godly character. 
b. The people with influence in our lives often refine our character, for better or worse.

B. The Forbidden Philistine Wife
1.  Read Judges 14:1–3.

a. One of the first decisions Samson made was pursuing a Philistine wife. 
b. His father even questioned his logic for choosing an uncircumcised Philistine over a 

woman from the children of Israel.
2. In these verses we hear Samson’s reason for wanting to marry a woman who would place him 

at odds with his calling. 
a. Samson told his father, “She pleases me well,” meaning she was pleasing in his eyes (NKJV).
b. This mentality reflects how Israel was doing what was right in their own eyes instead of 

seeking to do what was right in the eyes of the Lord.
c. Since it was forbidden for the children of Israel to marry women of other nations, 

Samson’s desire to marry a Philistine would be in direct violation of the law of God.  
(See Deuteronomy 7:3–4.)

3. Samson chose to pursue things that pleased himself rather than doing things that pleased God.

C. Secretly Killing a Lion
1. Samson’s wrong choice to pursue an ungodly spouse was only compounded by what happened 

next in his story.
2.  Read Judges 14:5–9.

a. As Samson and his parents were traveling down to Timnah to meet this woman, Samson 
was confronted in a vineyard by a lion. 
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b. The Spirit of the Lord moved on Samson, and he killed the lion with his bare hands. 

Immediately Samson had a choice to tell his parents or keep this encounter a secret. 
c. He chose to keep it a secret. 

3. Upon returning to take his wife, he turned aside to see the lion’s carcass and found a swarm of 
bees with honey inside. 
a. He reached inside, took some honey with his hands, and ate it. Then he took some honey 

to share with his parents. 
b. Samson made the choice to dishonor his Nazarite vow by touching a dead animal. 
c. Additionally, Samson kept the personal encounter a secret from his authority figures.
d. Samson kept a secret from the ones who could hold him accountable.

4. Choosing to keep secrets from spiritual authority can be dangerous and unhealthy. 
Holding secrets from people who hold us accountable not only hurts our character but can 
compromise the character of others as well.

D. Foxes, Fires, and Fields
1.  Read Judges 15:1–5.
2. In an act of anger after his father-in-law’s decision to give his wife away, Samson chose revenge. 

a. In a superhuman act, Samson retrieved three hundred foxes, tied their tails together with 
firebrands, and released them on the harvest fields of the Philistines.

b. Getting revenge is an action that demonstrates low character. Acting out of anger is a 
choice that shows lack of control of one’s emotions. 

3. How Samson managed to accomplish this superhuman feat is not as important as why 
Samson chose to react in anger. 

4.  Read James 1:20.

E. Water in Time of Need
1.  Read Judges 15:14–19.
2. Samson infamously used the jawbone of a donkey to slay a thousand Philistines. 

a. When this superhuman act was complete, Samson was severely thirsty and in desperate 
need of water.

b. In that moment, Samson did something rarely seen in his life; he cried out to the Lord. Even 
though Israel had stopped crying out to God, Samson lifted up his voice to the Lord in need.

c. The Lord supplied the water to a weakened Samson. Samson drank and his spirit was 
refreshed.

3. Through this the Lord tried to remind Samson of his humanity, weakness, and need for the 
source of his strength. 
a. This could have been a pivotal moment in Samson’s life to turn his trust back to the Lord. 
b. Instead, he chose to take for granted his covenant and the God of his covenant. 

4. All of us must make the decision to serve the Lord because of who He is and not because of what 
He can do for us. We must not choose only to seek the Lord’s hand but also to seek His face.
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INTERSECT
Then provide practical applications for students to
apply the truth in their daily lives.

A. Choices 
1. Choices define our past, control our present, and determine our future. 

a. Our current choices also reveal much about our character. 
b. We all make choices based on our outlook, wisdom, desires, and knowledge. In order to 

continually make godly choices, we must make sure all of these are submitted to the Lord. 
c. Samson’s character was revealed through his choices at key moments of his life. 

2.  Proverbs 3:1–6.

B. Choosing His Desires over God’s Commands
1. All throughout his life, Samson constantly chose his desires over others’ desires, especially God. 

a. Many of the decisions he made throughout his life reflected what pleased his eyes, 
demonstrated his abilities, or fit his momentary needs. 

b. The first few words concerning Samson’s young life were filled with selfish desires. He 
commanded his father to take a woman from their enemy for him to marry because she 
was pleasant to his eyes. 

c. The end of this part of his story is tragic. 
d. Eventually she and her father were killed by her own people. 
e. His selfish choices not only cost him; his choices also cost others.

2. Samson willingly chose his pleasure over God’s commands. His decisions serve as a 
cautionary example to us that when we choose our selfish desires, we also choose a 
consequence that can reach far beyond our own lives.

C. Choosing to Forget the Past
1. A noteworthy part of Samson’s story is the similarities between his first and last relationships. 

a. Upon closer inspection of his Philistine wife and Delilah, we see strong comparisons 
between their behaviors and Samson’s reactions. 

b. Samson pleased his own desires by pursuing both women. While one nagged Samson 
for the secret to his riddle, the other nagged for the secret to his strength. 

c. Finally, both women were able to make Samson surrender and confess correct answers. 
Talk about irony. 

2. One profound point we can gain from this is that Samson did not learn from his past. 
a. He made the same mistake with both women. 
b. Experience should have reminded him of the price he paid in his younger years, yet 

selfish desires blinded his perspective and decision making. 
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3. Our past can be our greatest teacher for the present and future. While we cannot change our 
past, we can learn from it. Learning from past mistakes and experiences is a powerful way to 
build personal character and avoid painful consequences.

D. Choosing Himself over His People
1.  Read Judges 15:9–13.

a. Many of Samson’s decisions placed him at odds with the people he was called to lead. 
b. Instead of rallying around him, they had no choice but to rally against him.

2. In verse 12 we discover two disturbing quotes between Samson and his people. 
a. First, three thousand men of Judah gathered to bind and deliver Samson over to the 

Philistines after Samson burned their fields. They said to him, “We have come down to 
arrest you, that we may deliver you into the hand of the Philistines.”

b. Second, Samson requested his own people to refrain from killing him: “Swear to me that 
you will not kill me yourselves” (KJV).

3. Both of these highlight a major mistrust between the judge and the people. 
a. The fact that thousands of men stood against Samson and Samson asked to be spared 

shows they did not trust Samson or his ability to make decisions. 
b. If our choices grieve our brothers, sisters, leaders, or other spiritual influences in our lives, 

this is a major warning sign concerning our decision making. 
c. Our choices have a great impact on our future, our friends, and our spiritual leaders. 

E. Choosing to Try Again
1. Not all of Samson’s choices were wrong. 

a. God chose to use Samson in spite of his shortcomings, and Samson made some correct 
and lasting decisions. 

b. He is even mentioned in the hall of faith (Hebrews 11:32).
2.  Read Judges 16:21–30.

a. At the end of Samson’s life, his choices finally caught up with him. 
b. He was wounded, surrounded, and broken. His final days appear to have been a sad 

ending for a life of unmet potential. 
c. However, with almost everything out of his control, Samson did the one thing he could 

control: he called upon the Lord. Samson chose to try again.
3. His head had been shaved, his hands were chained, and his eyes were removed, but his 

confidence in the faithfulness of the Lord remained. 
a. Samson lifted up his voice, took a step of faith, and made one final push toward his purpose. 
b. No matter how far our choices push us away from God, His mercy is everlasting. 

4. God is faithful even if we haven’t been faithful. We can still make one more choice to try 
again, stand again, and fulfill our purpose again. Let’s make the choice to try again.
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4 ARRIVE
To end, conclude the message by choosing one or 
more of the Arrive options.

Option 1 — Prayer and Sharing
A.  Play some music and have a time of prayer, encouraging students to look beyond their past and 

try again.
B.  After individual prayer, have students link up with someone and share what God spoke to them 

during the lesson and prayer time.

Option 2 — Make a Sign or Keepsake
A.   Provide each student with materials to make a sign or keepsake. This should be quality enough 

to last after being placed in a car, on a bathroom mirror, beside their bed, or in a place where 
they will see it daily. 

B.  On the sign or keepsake, have students write: Choose to Try Again. 
C.  Have students take them home for display. 

Option 3 — The Postscript
A. Samson’s decisions had a lasting impact on himself and others around him.
B.  Lead a group discussion by asking these questions:

1. What decision do you think had the greatest impact on Samson’s life?
2. How can we learn from our past and apply to our future?
3. What are some habits or practices that we can establish to help us make godly decisions?


