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Dates for your Diary  

New Members Day at Buda Thursday 29th March 2pm – 3.30 pm 

30th March Friday Coffee Morning with guest speaker Dick Mack 

End of March, end of Daylight Saving.  Don’t forget to turn back your clocks! 

Good Friday April 6th (no Coffee Morning) and Easter Monday (no Movies of Merit) 

Anzac Day Wednesday 25th April 

Visit to the Grace Kelly exhibition, Bendigo Monday 30th April – details page 6 

 Mystery Motor Run Wednesday 30th May – details May newsletter 

Grampians away trip 8th – 10th October at Noval House – details page 6  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

At our March 2nd Coffee Morning, guest speaker Castlemaine author Robyn Annear gave us a 

lively and entertaining account of her life in writing, starting off when living in Tasmania, and not knowing then 

much about Victoria.  Her research and love of history led her on to write several books, “Bearbrass” an account 

of Melbourne’s early beginnings, “The Man Who Lost Himself”, “A City Lost and Found” about Whelan the 

Wrecker and which historic buildings have been lost in the last 100 years or so, and “Nothing But Gold” as well 

as “Fly the Rebel Flag” for 12-15 year old readers.  Though these days her work as librarian and curator leaves 

very little time for writing, she has a history of Castlemaine’s Mechanics Institute (now the library) on display 

there, written by herself.  

Also we had the pleasure of seeing Betty Henchman receive her well deserved “Life Membership” award from 

President Peter and then the launch of the booklet “Our First Five Years” which was presented to those 

founding members who were able to attend. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Anzac Biscuits makes 24 

125g butter, chopped       2 tbsp golden syrup     ½ tsp bicarb soda                2 tbsp boiling water 

1 cup rolled oats               1 cup caster sugar               1 cup plain flour                   ¾ cup coconut 

Combine butter and golden syrup in a pan, stir over heat until butter is melted.  Stir in combined soda and 

water, then remaining ingredients.  Mix well.  Drop rounded teaspoons of mixture 4cm apart on greased oven 

trays and flatten slightly.  Bake in a slow oven for about 20 minutes, or until slightly brown.  Cool on trays. 

 

Third ThoughtsThird ThoughtsThird ThoughtsThird Thoughts        
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U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

The Office is at the Uniting Church Complex,  

Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine 

Office Hours are: 

Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 

Phone:  5472 2249 

Web Page: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

Current 2012 Subscription Fee 

$40.00 + $10.00 for mailing of newsletter if required. 

Members joining after June 30 pay 50% of the 

subscription fee.  

PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE 

OF ANY CHANGE IN YOUR 

CONTACT DETAILS  

 

Friday Coffee Morning Roster 

Please note changes to rostering 

See page 6 for details 

 

Coffee Mornings are held on the first 

Friday in the month at 10.00 am 

in the Uniting Church Hall 

 

Committee Meetings 

are held on the third 

Thursday in the month at 9.30 am 

in the Kindergarten Room,  

at the Uniting Church Complex 

U3A Castlemaine’s information Web Page:  www.u3acastlemaine.com 

President Peter Stephens 5472 3904 u3acastlemainepresident@gmail.com 

Vice-President Beryl Leavesley 5472 3182 u3acastlemainevicepresident@gmail.com 

Secretary Betty Johnson 5472 3834 u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Brian Richardson 5423 2526 bprbob@gmail.com    

Newsletter Editor Barbara Bunton 5472 3186 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 

Course Co-Ordinator Dick Mack 0411 244 103 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com 

Course Administrator Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559 robyn.yeoman@gmail.com   

Past President Tom Comerford 5470 6230 tomchris@mmnet.com.au 

 

Committee Member Jenny Craig 0400 990 146 jennifer.craig3@bigpond.com 

Committee Member Lyn Hall 5472 2316 lynypoodle@gmail.com 

Committee Member Eva Haarburger 5472 3391 ehaarburger3450@gmail.com 

Committee Member Win Jodell 5472 3792 winj@tpg.com.au 

 

Office Manager George Gray 5472 5334 gngray43@sctelco.net.au  

Network Representative Sally Kaptein 5470 6340 walmer@castlemaine.net.au 

Membership Veronica Hurley 5472 1383 vkhurley@bigpond.com 

Computer Convenor Shane Doyle 5472 4017 shanefromcastlemaine@gmail.com 

 

ACMI  Representative Felicity Say 5472 1841 sayvf@castlemaine.net 

Cake Roster/Raffle Marie Twyford 5474 2739 bobtwy@hotmail.com 

Caterer Jenni Rutherford          0402 776 194 

Coffee Supplies Lyn Hall 5472 2316 lynypoodle@gmail.com 

Celebrations/Tributes Barbara Robinson 5474 2121 arob@mmnet.com.au 

Property Hans Van Gemert 5472 1082 elouera3@bigpond.com   

Trading Table: Marie Twyford/ 5474 2739 bobtwy@hotmail.com 

 Audrey Richardson/ 5472 3867 keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net 

 Harvey Jacka 5470 5079 sharval@dodo.com.au 

 

Webmaster Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900 bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 

 

 

Office  P.O. Box 792 5472 2249 u3acastlemaine@mmnet.com.au 

Octopus Castlemaine 5472 1147 octopus@mmnet.com. 
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     Robyn Annear holding her audience in thrall 

 
        and presented with the “First 5 Years" 

 

 
Betty Henchman receiving her Life Membership 

   Certificate from President Peter Stephens 

 

           President Peter congratulating the four ladies     

who put together the “First 5 Years”. 

     L to R: Betty Henchman, Dot Henshall, Jenny Craig 

and Valorie Anderson 

Betty and Dot 

Speaking of those founding members and the 

early days of our U3A. 

And also giving a tribute to Rhoda. 

       

                                                                        Mary Thompson, one of our founding members with      

                                                                           Barbara Robinson and Gwenda Beare, and Dot 
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From the President 

It is now half way through the Committee's term of office. It is interesting to look back at what 

we are doing differently from last year.  To my mind there are at least two significant 

differences. 

 

Firstly the increased use of working groups.  I am in favour of these groups – they introduce 

volunteers to the Committees work, broadening the approach to issues and spreading the 

work load by involving more people.  Of course there is a down side - more meetings!  It will 

be interesting to see if they thrive or wither over the next few years. 

 

The second change is an unqualified success - the appointment of a Course Administrator to 

look after venues. Robyn Yeoman is a great help to the Course Co-ordinator and to the 

Treasurer.  I cannot see the Committee functioning effectively in the future without this role. 

 

On the 29th of March we will be holding our annual New Member Day at Buda.  Tom 

Comerford has sent out 114 invitations to members who have joined since April last year!  

This is a staggering number and a good indication that we are doing something right.  Our 

challenge of course is to continue to provide educational and social opportunities to keep all 

members involved. 

 

Finally you may have wondered what has happened to the proposed constitutional changes 

(but I couldn't blame you if it's not a subject that keeps you awake at night).  We have now 

received what I hope is the final version from Hall and Wilcox, a Melbourne law firm that has 

been reviewing, on a pro bono basis, the constitutional changes we've proposed.  I anticipate 

that after the Committee has considered the document we will be able to conduct at least one 

information session and then hold a Special General Meeting in May or June. 

 

March Committee Meeting 

 

The March Committee spent considerable time on administrative matters, such as problems 

with updating member records, associated problems with the office computer and the 

assessment of various venues. 

 

A matter that will affect our budget is an increase in the rental of rooms in the Uniting Church 

and a new charge for use of their kitchen for meal preparation.  We have also decided to 

discontinue printing the newsletter on our photocopier as it takes too much time.  We hope 

technical changes to our equipment will mean this is a temporary measure. 

 

Due to a clash with the Loddon Mallee U3A Regional Meeting, the next Committee meeting 

has been deferred until Thursday 26th of April. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for the May 2012 Newsletter is 3pm Monday 23rd April 
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From the Course Co-ordinator 

In the main, classes appear to be running smoothly.  Some short courses have already concluded, 
and we are seeking feedback from leaders and participants. 

From the comments we’re hearing, there may be another short course in Human Genetics and in 
Geology of Change later in the year. 

Venues continue to be a problem, but there is one good news story.  “The Forge”, an orange painted 
former shop in Barker Street opposite the Top End café, is proving to be an ideal site for the Intuitive 
Development through Relaxation course and the owner is happy for U3A to make more use of this 
venue.  The Mindfulness for Wellbeing course will be held there, beginning on 16 May. 

Elsewhere, some venues are creating problems.  The Octopus is obviously far too small for the large 
Photography and Digital Imaging course and we are helping Trevor Wheeler find alternative 
locations.  There was a possibility of using Buda for Monday language classes, but class members 
have indicated a preference for the central location, easy parking, and availability of equipment at the 
Uniting Church.  The Salvation Army people have decided that they can take no more bookings from 
U3A.  Art courses are crowded, but seem comfortable at Leisterville.  Your Committee is continuing to 
look at alternative arrangements. 

We met with a potential volunteer who has expressed interest in helping with tasks such as proof-
reading, writing proposals, analysing surveys and collating feedback.  We hope that she will be able 
to commit to helping so that we can provide a better course management service to you all. 

The Suggestion Box contained a request for a “Cooking Class for Beginners” – would anyone like to 
offer this for kitchen dunces like Dick who can only boil a kettle when he remembers to turn on the 
power. 

Dick Mack, Course Co-ordinator 

Robyn Yeoman, Course Administrator 

  
 

From your Editor 
 
Easter comes early this year, hence our two coffee mornings this month, as Good Friday falls on the 
first Friday of April, which would have been our usual coffee morning date.   

What will you do for your Easter break?  Have family come to visit, or will you go away for a 
few days R and R? 
 I remember well my Easters as a child with visits to relations in Lancashire.  First the exciting 
steam train trip to get there from my home in Cheshire.  The Good Friday family meals with cousins 
and the traditional Sunday trek up near-by Rivington Pike, a distinctive landmark hill, seen for miles 
around.  In the distant past this hill had been the site of an ancient beacon, one of a chain of signals 
in time of alarm, and which had been lit on the 19th of July 1588, when news that the Spanish Amada 
had entered the British Channel was relayed up and down the country, and lit again at the beginning 
of the nineteenth century with the danger of a French invasion.  Now-a-days, there is an old stone 
tower on top of this hill, built in 1733 from the stones of that ancient beacon platform and its fire pit.  
Later still the hill was used as the site of Easter fairs, with stalls and mummers, many travellers, 
actors, noise, ballad singers, food and refreshments, and animals for sale.  All now long gone.  In the 
days when as a child my cousins and our families took the climb up this ancient land-mark, it was to 
picnic and gleefully roly-poly ourselves down the side of the hill, chasing our Easter eggs, as many 
other families were happily doing.  Ah traditions!  And what fond memories. 
 Some memories though fond can be sad too having lost two of our valued U3A members this 
month.  Rhoda von Laue and George Evans.  Dorothy Bessant has sent in a succinct but descriptive 
remembrance of Rhoda, which is on page 9, and there is an interesting memoir written by Rhoda 
herself, with photos, in our book “As If It Were Yesterday”.  George will be remembered for his 
delightful ability to quote poetry at the drop of a hat (especially on the occasions I’d drive him home 
from “English Literature”).   
 Don’t forget to pick up your $10 copy of our “First Five Years” which was launched last coffee 
morning.  And for all you brilliant organisers out there, we are looking to you for help in the 
preparations for our 25th birthday next year.  Your ideas and input will be greatly appreciated. 

~ Barbara Bunton 
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GRAMPIANS VISIT 

There are still places available for those wishing to share accommodation. 

 
DATES: Monday – Wednesday 8-10th, October 

 
ACCOMMODATION:  Noval House, Grampians Road Halls Gap 

Noval House has four single beds and en suite bathroom to each room. 
 

COST:   $220 which includes full catering. 
This is the cost of a double room.  Single supplement $50. 

 
DEPOSIT and PAYMENT:  $50 ($25 non-refundable) deposit secures your booking.  
Should members prefer it is possible to pay in $50 instalments at Coffee mornings or 

during office hours.  Final payment must be made by Thursday, September 13th  
 

~ ~ O ~ ~ 
 

Visit to the Grace Kelly exhibition is definitely Monday 30th April and Sally has two 
places available should anyone wish to attend. 

10.15 am meet at the Gallery.  $16.00 to be paid in full at the office any afternoon 
Monday to Thursday during open hours 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm. 

 
 

           ~ ~ O ~ ~ 
 
    

MARCH 30th COFFEE MORNING VOLUNTEERS  
Anne van Gemert      Diana Collier         Pam Collins       Tom Comerford 
Janet Fitzwater      Marianne Heard         Judy Sime       Elizabeth Rider 
 

MAY 4th COFFEE MORNING VOLUNTEERS 
Mollie Angel                           Alan Bull                       Lenore Bull         Shirley Curnow                                             
Sally Kaptein                         Grace McCaughey        Frank Pederick      Sue Turner 
 
 
 

Please wear your name badges at all U3A events and classes so that we 

can all get to know each other as well as having your I.C.E. details on 

hand should they be needed in an emergency. 
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ABORIGINAL  HISTORY        FELICITY  SAY   5472 1841 

Remember the 2/6 stamp with this image of Aboriginal Australian, Gwoya Jungarai, known as One 

Pound Jimmy?  The last class followed his real life story as survivor of the Coniston massacre, (the 

last recognised significant massacre of Aboriginal people in 1928) his story as a guide to his country 

and as father of two great Australian Aboriginal artists, Clifford Possom Japaljari and Tim Leura 

Japaljari, whose works the class saw in our recent visit to the Ian Potter Museum in Melbourne. We 

explored the use of his image in the media and industry to create perceptions of "authentic 

Aboriginality", which was in fact a white fiction. 

We continue in the next session to follow this Pintubi man's heritage and the art movement his 

traditions and his family helped generate. 

April 3rd - The program we'll view today, documents the return of the Pintubi people to their own 

lands after many years on Government run settlements.  Extensive use of archival footage offers an 

added historical perspective to this account of the efforts of these people to retain their cultural 

heritage. The program is based on the book, "Settle Down Country" by Dick Leichleitner Japananka 

and Pam Nathan. 

April 17th -The story of the pioneers of the Canning Stock route, developed around 1906, is a 

generally well know story.  Less well known is the impact it's establishment had on the Aboriginal 

people of that area of the Western Desert.  Today's session will focus on their stories, their art and 

the land and the multi-layered significance it holds for them. 

 

AUSTRALIAN  HISTORY                GEOFF  WALKER  5470 6652 

Our theme for 2012 is the history of the notable buildings and other features of Castlemaine.   So far 
we have had the story of the Presbyterian Church, the Railway Station, the Mostyn Street Market 
Building, and the home of the Leviny family, Buda.  Geoff, Arthur, Ann and Lisa have presented 
fascinating stories about these structures which were all built about 1860 and are still fully functioning. 
  
In April there will be no gathering on the second Monday as it is Easter Monday holiday.   The fourth 
Monday meeting  will be at 2.00pm on Monday 23rd April at Geoff and Beth's home when Ailsa 
Longmuir will let us into the secrets of the old Castlemaine gaol which is a little older than the 
structures listed above.   You will be most welcome to join us. 
 
 

BRITISH  LITERATURE                                                     DIANA  COLLIER   5443 0137 

From early and middle oral English literature, drama, prose, and poetry of the Renaissance and Elizabethan 
periods grew and flourished during these times of immense changes in society.  Travel, exploration, 
discoveries, schooling, the Plague, and the unification of the regions of England, influenced the English 
language, and its expression.    Literature concurrently with the times is to entertain, to educate, to instruct, to 
corrupt, (the last e.g. “Lolita”, “The Power and the Glory”).   

Allegory, irony and ambiguity were powerful means to the spread of values poetically, dramatically.     
Spenser’s “The Faerie Queen” is England itself as the subject, and in Shakespeare’s “Richard II”, the king’s 
meditation is saying one thing, but meaning another.   Irony is paramount in Swift’s works in the 17

th
 century 

that is saying one thing and meaning the opposite. 

The Church was also concerned with educating the people - not in the courts or growing theatres  and their 
plays, the Mystery  plays, which began in church grounds, spread onto the streets.  Trade  Guilds each played 
their parts as  carpenters for  the Crucifixion, the bargemen, the story of Noah.   These were realistic plays - 
dramas, different from the earlier allegorical Moralities. 

We meet weekly each Monday at 1.30 pm-3.00 pm in the U/C Fellowship Room. 
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CRAFT OF WRITING          ELIZABETH  RIDER   5470 5681          

As well as reaching the age of wisdom, we have also reached the age of pragmatism.  It takes a bit of 

time for a writing group to ‘coalesce’ and this has been well done.  The experience of members of the 

Term 1 Craft of Writing class is that some of us want to continue to develop our Memoir writing skills. 

That’s fine!  

Other U3A writers want to venture to new territory and try fiction as well.  So in Term 2 (Short 

Stories) the class will accommodate both genres. We will be able to do this because some 

members of the Term 1 class are happy to facilitate our breaking into small groups for part of each 

class.   

If you have enrolled for the Term 2 short Course (Short Stories) please email or phone me to discuss 

this change.  I hope you will still want to join the class. 

My thanks to Rex Odgers, with some input to members from Isabel Kelly, computer ‘whizzes’ in the 

group.  Thanks to Rex, the class has its own group email address allowing us all to share our writing 

and critique each others’ work.  It is important to be able to produce your work on computer and to 

use email.  

By the time we joined U3A we have all had varied experiences of life, so it’s not surprising that we 

may feel the urge to ‘write something down.’  In Craft of Writing we are working at polishing the 

quality of our writing.  As class leader I have found the Term 1 (From Memoir to Fiction) class 

stimulating, challenging, engrossing and sometimes surprising. That’s writing for you!  It opens up 

many possibilities for the mind and heart.  Writing is almost endless in its possibilities. To mention 

only some, there are memoirs, short stories (memoir or fiction), history, novelettes, novels, poetry, 

essays, feature and travel writing, play and screen writing. Sometimes you can’t help wishing you 

were ten years younger to be able to try them all.  Take heart – there’s still time! 

Meanwhile, we are looking forward very much to our day workshop, Moving from Memoir to Fiction, 

with professional writer, Lee Koffman, who is coming to us through the regional partnerships program 

of Writers Victoria in Melbourne.  Lee will be with us on Wednesday, 21st March and has sent a 

childhood memoir for participants to read in advance.  We’ll see how she fictionalises this engrossing 

memoir into a short story. 

Later in the year I hope to organise more writing workshops with professional writers and writing 

teachers for our U3A writers. This is through our corporate membership of Writers Victoria, and links 

with our own Castlemaine Wordmine.  How lucky we are in Castlemaine to have such wonderful 

writers as part of our community. The Wordmine and U3A will be jointly running a short Memoir 

competition for seniors in our Shire.  The winners will be announced as part of the Seniors Festival in 

October.  More details of the length and deadline for this competition in the next newsletter.  

~ Elizabeth Rider  

  

ETHICS              KAREN  MATHER   (03) 9347 6925    

I am one of the tutors for U3A Castlemaine, and my short course in Ethics begins on March 22nd 
running for 4 Thursdays.  This is the second year that it has been offered. 
 
The course has a new component this year, talk No. 4, 'Ethics in Shakespeare’s Troilus and 
Cressida', to be presented on April 12th.   Those who attended last year are welcome to come to the 
new talk only, skipping the first three talks, if they wish. 
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80 AND OVER LUNCHEON CLUB     EILEEN  PARK   5472 5231         

At our first meeting on March 14th, we had a swift “skite” round, each member declaring just how old 
he/she is and detailing all the ways in which we have all finished up in Castlemaine.  Our age range is 
87 (2) to ‘I will’ be 80 on Friday’. 

Members suggested that the name of the group be amended to the above, and that it is not just for 
people who do not want to join classes. 

Tuesday April 3rd at 10 am we are going to the pictures at the Theatre Royal to see “The Artist” so 
come if you wish, bring a friend, just turn up and pay for your ticket! 

Our 2nd Thursday meeting will be held on April 11th, and I have booked a room at the “Tea with 
Grace” café in Forest Street, next door to the Pet Supplies shop.  I would be grateful if members 
would confirm their attendance or otherwise by Easter Monday i.e. April 9th.  See you there! 

 

FRIDAY MORNING GARDEN GROUP 

SHIRLEY  CURNOW  5472 1729 

The group had a most interesting outing for the March activity; we visited the Sky-Dancers site at 
Harcourt.   Gary showed us around and explained to us the nature of the features that have become 
an aspect of the place in the past twelve months.  We even learned quite a lot about the plants and 
came away carrying bags of them. 
  
In April we will pay a visit to the Kangaroo Flat home of Cath Polinelli.   Cath was the organiser of this 
group from the inception of U3A in Castlemaine in 1988, until a couple of years ago.   She and her 
husband, in "retirement", have moved from Newstead to Kangaroo Flat.   We shall see the layout of 
their new garden, and receive a good lesson in the art of rose pruning by Cath, who is an expert.    
Please be in the UCA car-park, Lyttleton Street, by 10am on Friday 20th April. 
 
 
 
 

In Remembrance of our friend Rhoda von Laue 
 
 

Feisty, volatile, opinionated, explosive, kind friend and counsellor. 

A looker, a dresser, a doer and lover of literature, 

fine food and china, family and friends. 

Her last garden her greatest joy. 

Stoic when she could be. 

Aficionado of film. 

Rhoda, farewell 

D. Bessant 
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GEOLOGY OF CHANGE        JULIAN  HOLLIS   5470 5002 

 

Our Investigation of the Hailstorms, 10th February, 2012 
During our six week course, Castlemaine experienced two unusual and spectacular local storm 
events.  The first occurred late afternoon on the 10th February; the culmination of an uncomfortably 
humid day.  Ominous clouds built to the south, then between 4 and 5 pm a storm dumped its entire 
precipitation over our McKenzies Hill.  Tons and tons of hail, often marble-sized, but locally even 
larger, produced scenes resembling a snowstorm.  Patches of hail still lay the next morning.  Gardens 
were shredded and houses flooded, although a few families enjoyed building ‘hail-men’!  But it was all 
so local, with reports of sharp cut-offs to ‘no-hail’ just a house or two away. 

This rare event offered a perfect opportunity for us as a group to scientifically investigate a 
natural phenomenon; analyse the data and form an overall interpretation of the event.  Whilst 
McKenzies Hill resembled a winter scene, most of the rest of Castlemaine did not experience hail or 
anything unusual.  However, there was a fierce and prolonged thunderstorm that seemed to stall over 
Chewton and northwards in the evening, producing over 25mm of rain. 

Our near neighbours at Harcourt did not fare too well with isolated cells of heavy hail seriously 
damaging some apple crops.  So we as a group set out to investigate:  It proved to be quite a 
complex event from over 30 private rainfall reports, now plotted on a Castlemaine map.  We were 
uncertain if some people read their gauges in the hail-fall area with unmelted ice floating that would 
have given an artificially high reading, however we got one report of 56 mm at Cobett’s Lane, 
compared to just 6 mm near Fryerstown. 

On analysing all the carefully collected data, the course leader collated them all.  Quite clearly 
a storm line had developed that propagated towards the NNE, with its last burst delivering heavy hail 
near Strathfieldsaye:  There are some wonderful hail photos on the internet!  Each storm cell 
convected over a confined area and remained stationary, dumping over areas less than 10 km 
across. 

The previous evening, Pennyroyal Creek near Colac experienced an even greater storm.  A 
huge thunderstorm with strobe lightening every 3 seconds dumped 223 mm of rain in just 3 hours, 
whilst places “just down the road”, e.g. Colac had just 9 mm.  Same air-mass as the one that 
spawned the hail-storms.  Maybe we were lucky! 

We were delighted to find so many locals enjoying keeping rain-fall records and the general 
level of interest in weather.  The storm that flooded Castlemaine late on February 27th was in some 
ways even more spectacular but without the lightening.  Locally, 90 mm fell in just an hour, turning 
Forest Creek into a flood higher than any experienced in 2011. 

I’ve lodged a map and collected data on file at the U3A office.  Thanks especially to 
contributions by Barbara Bunton, Frank Pederick, Veronica Hurley, Penny Garnett, Eve Banks and 
four other ‘anonymous’. 

          ~ Julian Hollis    
    
  

HAVE CARDS WILL PLAY              PEGGY  MUNRO   5472 2096 

We have cards and will play any card game you can play on the 1st, 3rd (and 5th!) Thursday in the 
month from 1.30 pm to 3.30 p.m. in the Kindergarten Room at the U/C complex.   
A…….B…….Crib, Canasta, Euchre……..Solitaire, Solo Whist, and more.  Share with us, teach us 
new games or we will teach you.  Our favourite game is Solo Whist, needing four players and 
sometimes five.  New players would be very welcome, to play on a regular basis or to fill-in in an 
emergency.  Looking forward to hearing from any keen players.  All welcome. 
 

~ ~ O ~ ~ 
 

In Memorium (Easter, 1915) 
 
   The flowers left thick at nightfall in the wood 
   This Eastertide call into mind the men, 
   Now far from home, who, with their sweethearts, should 
   Have gathered them and will do never again. 
                     Edward Thomas 1878 – 1917 
                     Killed, Arras, 9

th
 April 
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INTUITIVE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH RELAXATION 
MICHELLE  FORTUNA   0408 78 1567 

 

After completing 6 sessions (which have been an absolute pleasure for me!) I would like to notify any 
new members who may wish to join the group that they are very welcome as we are continuing on in 
term two.  We have been meeting on Mondays at The Forge in Barker Street, a gorgeous venue. 
Every session is a little different as we delve deeper into relaxation and intuition. There are no 
prerequisites, and the sessions are intended to be a lot of fun and a place to enjoy each others 
company.     
  

 

ISSUES OF CONCERN            CAROLE  DORMAN   5472 4429 

 
In the lead up to the release of the Gonski report on Education Reform statistics were 
published putting a Shanghai school at the top for student results. A letter published in the 
Age from an Australian teacher working in Shanghai outlining a typical school routine of the 
school she worked at revealed an unrelenting expectation of long school hours and many 
hours of homework, even during holidays, were needed to achieve these results.  
 
  The desalination plant was in the news again when AquaSure, the company 
contracted to build the plant, lodged a $1 billion plus claim against the Victorian Government 
for delays caused by bad weather and industrial problems.  As well as this claim AquaSure 
want a year's extension as it will not meet the 30th June 2012 deadline for full operation. 
There are problems in reducing the boron levels in the water to acceptable levels.  
 
  The horrendous brutality taking place in Syria is appalling with the UN being unable to 
assist due to the veto from Russia and China. The decision making process of the UN has 
been corrupted by greed for power and control. Reforms are needed but there is very little 
hope that they will ever happen. 
 
  The ANZ bank is recruiting staff in the Philippines, paying one tenth of Australian 
wage rates, while sacking Australian staff. 
  
  On 9th March Clive Carmichael gave an interesting talk on asbestos. Clive worked in 
the industry and thinks the media's treatment of the subject is always sensationalist and 
never examines the subject in depth.  He began by telling us that there are several types of 
asbestos - white, brown and blue.  Blue asbestos has received the most attention because of 
the number of people who have developed asbestos related diseases and it is certainly the 
most dangerous out of the three.  Clive worked for a company that made brake linings and 
he considers himself fortunate that white asbestos was used. White asbestos does not have 
the deadly reputation of causing disease as frequently as blue asbestos.  During his time 
working for this company, which employed approximately 3000 people, Clive remembers 
very few developing any related disease. Blue asbestos ceased being used in brake linings 
in about the year 2000 and other materials have been developed that are now used, such as 
Kevlar.  In the past we have all been exposed to asbestos whenever we have been in or near 
a braking car and many people have lived in houses where asbestos was used in cement 
sheeting and roof tiles. In the 1960's 3,000 products had some level of asbestos used in their 
manufacture.  Fortunately very few people have developed life threatening diseases because 
of this exposure.  
 
  We looked at the 1983 film "Allies" which examined Australia/USA relations since 
1945.  Although US interference in South American and S.E. Asian countries has been 
known for decades the film suggested that interference in Australian politics, a US friendly 
country, does take place. 
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 MUSIC APPRECIATION                     BRUCE  BAUD   5472  4574 

 
The first composer for the morning was Franz Schubert (1797-1828) with his wonderful 
'Wanderer Fantasy', written for solo piano.  Schubert completed the work in 1812.  Franz Lizt 
was so impressed he came up with a version for orchestra and piano.  Our next piece of 
music was a vinyl recording of cellist Janos Starker playing one work by J S Bach and two by 
Schubert.  Starker, born Budapest in1924, was considered one of the finest cellist of his era.  
He was a child prodigy, and at the age of 12 had 5 of his own pupils.  He made his 
professional debut at age 14 playing the Dvorak Concerto with 3 hours notice when the 
original soloist was unable to play.  Starker has made over 160 recordings, and since 1958 
has taught at the Indiana University, where he holds the title of Distinguished Professor.  
Schubert's Sonata in A Minor D 537, composed 1817 was next. It is a typical tuneful example 
of Schubert's piano music.  
     After coffee break we relaxed and enjoyed Beethoven's String Quartet No 15 in A 
Minor Opus 132, composed 1825. This is a 5 movement work of 41 minutes duration.  The 
morning concluded with 4 German folk songs, an ABC recording featuring Morris Williams, a 
fine baritone voice accompanied by his sister Ruth Lambden.  An enjoyable mix of music for 
the morning.                                                                                                                                                 
~ Brian Willis 

 

The Music Appreciation group deeply regrets the passing from our midst of George 
Evans, who has been a loyal and faithful listener for over eleven years, always on the same 
chair in the same place. George did not talk much about himself, or indeed anything else, but 
he had opinions, and questions, and was very much a participant.  We will miss him!                                                       
~ Bruce Baud 
 

 

OPERA – AN OCCASIONAL EVENING SERIES                            VIC  SAY   5472 1841 

 Friday, March 30th: Satyagraha by Philip Glass using ancient Sanskrit texts from the Bhagavad Gita.  

DVD - on a changed week of the month, to the evening of our coffee morning. 
 
 

REQUIEM AND THEN …?                                                  VIC  SAY   5472 8141 

We listened to a traditional recording of the incomplete Mozart requiem at our last session, then 
listened to samples of four other recordings of the work which included sections finished by others 
after Mozart's death.  For some members of the group, Mozart's is the stand-out requiem - and then 
there are the rest.  Others are still getting to know the work and some have other first loves.  It was all 
most enjoyable and a great preparation for our next session. 
 
Friday March 30th - Mozart as co-composed by Australian composer Kerry (on a changed week of 

the month to avoid a clash with Good Friday, after our monthly coffee morning). 

Friday Apr 20th - Ryu - after a three week break because of the earlier session on March 30th. 

 
Friday May 4th - Gregorian chant for male and female voices. 
 
After the challenges and delights of a very modern work from Korean composer Ryu, we retreat again 
to the very early church and the Gregorian chant to start a cycle through the ages once more during 
which we will hear again by popular request, the Palestrina and the Sculthorpe, and works new to the 

group by Salieri, Liszt, and a very modern Russian Requiem, to be followed by a Russian Orthodox 
Requiem. Treasures in store! 
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A Tribute to George Evans 

 
Born in Derby, England, in May of 1924, George Samuel Freeman Evans was the eldest son of nine 

children and lived a good and normal childhood until being orphaned at the age of nine when his dad 

was killed while riding his bicycle and his mother passed away very soon after. 

As orphans George and his siblings spent a brief time in an institution before he was sent to the 

Duke of York Military School in Dover where all the Houses were named after Generals of the First 

World War.  George found himself in Clive House, so named for Clive of India. 

This was the beginning of nearly 24 years of military life for George with its strict and 

regimented life style, that was to shape and develop his character and bearing for all of his life.  

Always he was a stickler for truth, justice and respect.  

After military school, he went first into Boys Service in Colours and then into the Regulars, 

rising to the rank of Sargeant, becoming a Small Arms Instructor, Drill Instructor,  Physical Training 

Instructor, and proficient in Fencing, Boxing and Shooting, winning many trophies and awards while 

moving around the country touring with Military Tattoos. 

George met and married the love of his life Violet Little in 1948, settling in the historic little 

hamlet of Odstone, Leicestershire where they raised a fine family of six children, though tragically 

losing two in a terrible drowning accident.  In this rural setting, often the local hunt club would gallop 

by, pink coat-tails flying, hooves thundering, their pack of hounds hot on the scent of a wily fox.  

George aspired to be part of this action but realistically knew that this was out of the question.  So he 

joined the local Beagle Club.  They hunted Hares, and on foot! 

He and Vi and their two youngest children came to Australia, to Castlemaine, in 1979 

following their two eldest sons who had already made Oz their home, and never regretted the move.  

Soon their family grew as marriages happened and precious grandchildren came along. 

George had a life-long passion for learning and had a fantastic memory.  He joined many 

groups such as U3A, Probus, the Billiard Club, the local Soccer Club and was a teacher of lip reading 

for Better Hearing, but always kept up his fitness training as well as vegetable gardening.  He loved 

poetry and liked nothing better than to recite (to a captive audience on his many coach trips) such 

monologues as “Albert and the Lion”, or “On Ilkley Moor Baht Tat” as well as the classics, such as 

Grays “Elegy written in a Country Church Yard”.  And George went to visit this same church-yard.

 U3A was the ideal outlet for George in his thirst for knowledge, becoming involved in many 

courses.  His constant companion was a dictionary, as well as a little bible given to him by his mother 

many years ago.  

George died in hospital on the 13
th

 of March after a brief battle with an aggressive cancer, but 

his sense of humour and love of quoting poetry stayed with him right up to the end.  Vale George, you 

will be greatly missed. 
Edited by Barbara Bunton from information supplied by Mrs Violet Evans 

 

 
 

  

Weathers 
 

This is the weather the cuckoo likes,    This is the weather the shepherd shuns, 
And so do I;       And so do I; 
When showers betumble the chestnut spikes,  When beeches drip in browns and duns, 
And nestlings fly;      And thresh and ply; 
And the little brown nightingale bills his nest,   And hill-hid tides throb, throe on throe, 
And they sit outside at ‘The Traveller’s Rest’,  And meadow riverlets overflow, 
And maids come forth sprig-muslin drest,   And drops on gate bars hang in a row, 
And citizens dream of the south and west,   And rooks in families homeward go, 
And so do I.       And so do I. 
 

 

Thomas Hardy 
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Don’t buy those sugary treats this Easter. 
What better than a good read? 
Instead buy our U3A Memoir book 
“As If It Were Yesterday”.   
It could change your life! 
Just ask new member Wilf.  He bought 
one and declared it was a gripping,  
life-changing experience!   
Now he is all set to start his own memoir writing 
for his family.  So, at the next Coffee Morning 
you too will be able to obtain your very own 
“good read” if you see our Editor (that’s me)  
next to the Trading Table.     
 
 
 

UKULELE FOR BEGINNERS          ANNIE  WILTSHIRE   5473 4563    

New Class Starting in Term 2 

Goal: to have fun learning to strum a range of chords and rhythms using ukulele 
techniques so that you can play along to songs and with other musicians. 

• No previous musical experience required  

• You will NOT learn to read music  

• You will need to supply your own instrument – see notes below  

• Limited places available  

Before you enrol – Please read and consider the following: 

• Place preferences will be given to those who enrolled in Term 1 and were unable to continue/complete that term.  

• Remaining places will be allocated by ballot if over-subscribed.  

• This programme is progressive and the first two sessions are critical to progress.  

• If you are unable to attend the first two and most if not all other sessions in the term, this is not the right 
time for you to enrol in this programme.  You will be doing yourself a favour if you wait for another 
programme to start.  

• Enrolees unable to attend the first two sessions will be withdrawn from the programme.  

• Progress in this programme is dependent on practice.  If you are unable to find sufficient time to practice on 
most days, or are overloaded with other activities, responsibilities or stressful circumstances, this is also not the 
right time for you to enrol in this programme.  

• You will need to supply your own ukulele and chromatic tuner – Please DO NOT  purchase these before receiving 
confirmation of your place in this programme.  Advice will be provided regarding suitable instruments to borrow 
from friends/family or purchase.  

• Participants will also be required to purchase a recommended book and supply relevant stationery.  Advice 
regarding these will also be provided on confirmation of enrolment.  

If you are still interested in committing to the requirements of this programme, please obtain an 
enrolment form online at www.u3acastlemaine.com  or email: u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com   
or contact the Programme Co-ordinator Dick Mack via 0411 244 103. 

MONDAYS - 3.15 pm for 3.30 PM start, finishing at 4.45 pm - $5.00 per session 

Classes held at the Guildford Family Hotel Dining Room, Midland Hwy, Guildford 
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Say Hello and Welcome to these new U3A members 

 
Anne Appleby   Suzanne Ferris                        Lynne Grehg 
Judy Hopley    Julie Hurse                    Johann Koschak 
Caroline McDowall            Andrew McInnes                  Jennifer Mather 
Peter Nunan    Lyn Rule              Sylvia Watson 

    

 
Farewell to Autumn Mystery Motoring Tour 

Come along and see out autumn with a gentle drive through some of our beautiful 
country-side.  View the site of Castlemaine’s 1870’s Rowing Club.  Hold or touch the 
silver cup won by the late Mr Faulder Watson (builder of the (1882) Imperial Hotel.)  

Visit a series of water-falls, some interesting local sites, an interesting stone 
homestead, and finish at a congenial venue for a late lunch. 

$5 pp entry fee to the homestead.  BYO your own morning tea (no shops).  Buy your own 
lunch from a reasonable priced menu.  Firm numbers please for booking purposes. 

~ Wilson Bunton (Hon. Member) 

U3A UKULELE LADIES 

Some of our aspiring 

Ukulele players having fun 

in Annie Wiltshire’s class at 

Guildford.  It is quite hard 

work at first, but great fun! 

We’ll be strumming a few 

songs for you later in the 

year!      ~ Elizabeth Rider 
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SINGING TOGETHER          RAE  HAWKINS   5472 3446 

 
I really appreciate choir members arriving in good time so that we are able to begin promptly at 3.30 
pm.  It makes such a difference to the amount of work we are able to get through. 
 
Choir members have been given the opportunity to be part of a combined U3A choir that will be 
performing at the Melbourne Town Hall beginning early afternoon, (time to be confirmed) on Tuesday 
October 9th this year.  We shall be receiving copies of the music so that we can practice the parts 
beforehand. 
 
There will be a rehearsal at the Melbourne Town Hall at 10.30 am on the morning of the concert, so 
we shall have to have an early start to the day. 
 
We have also been invited to sing at the Senior Citizens’ Club later in the year, for which the 
arrangements have yet to be made, as are those for the Seniors Week concert at the Castlemaine 
Town Hall in October. 
 
 
 

SOLO GROUP                            BETTY  HENCHMAN   5472 2139 

Our next get-together will be at the home of Kaye Middleton on Saturday 21st April at 12.30 pm. 

 

 

WAGNER'S RING CYCLE                                 VIC  SAY   5472 1841 

We viewed the end of 5 different productions of Rheingold on DVD after listening to the full opera with 
the incomparable Solti sound recording on CD. 
 
We thought the Covent Garden one very Dickens-ian, with a touch of My Fair Lady. The Copenhagen 
version was something else altogether, very strange!   We all felt the production we are about to 
watch at Peter's, the Met production before the current Met production we have seen in the theatres 
recently, was by far the best.  Perhaps the second best was the version we are planning to watch in 
2012, the Chereau production from Bayreuth.  It seemed to be set in industrial revolution England 
with much interaction between the cast and a vast array of industrial cogs, wheels and leavers which 
all spewed steam and smoke.  All a bit distracting really.  In the other Bayreuth production, despite 
great singing, the stage action seemed to trivialise the drama of the ending.  
 
I think this viewing was a great inoculation against disappointment and distraction in Melbourne in 
2013 where the production can surely neither be as bad nor as great as the extremes of this 
selection. 

Friday 27th  April (note: 4th Friday) - Rheingold DVD at Peter & Barry's at 7pm. 
Friday 18th  May - CD Walkure at Vic & Felicity's at 5pm with a plate to share: finger food or a salad, 
sweets or a fruit platter. 

~ ~ O ~ ~ 
 

Castlemaine Pioneers & Old Residents Association 
 

One hundred and seventy six years ago this September, Major Thomas Mitchell passed through this 
area.  The start of something big!  To celebrate the Pioneers 132nd birthday, they are holding a 

Historical Exhibition on April 21st and 22nd this year. 
The theme is the development of our Shire from virgin bush of Major Mitchell’s time up until the 

present day. 
Over 25 displays from various local Historical Societies and groups, and an excess of 1500 years of 
history, showcasing the early Squatters, their runs, the discovery of gold, the development of farms, 

industries and townships. 
Everyone is most cordially invited.  Please come and bring your family and friends. 


