
 

 

BUG title sequence 
Director: Miland Suman 
Animator: Bence Varga 
Sound Design: Tim Stevens,  
The Auditory 
 
Radkey – Glore 
Director: Nicos Livesey 
Production Company: Blinkink 
Record Company: Strange Loop  
UK 2015 
 
M.I.A. – Borders 
Director: M.I.A. 
Production Company: Prettybird 
Record Company: Interscope 
UK 2015 
 
John Grant – Down Here 
Director: Lisa Gunning 
Production Company: Good Egg 
Record Company: Bella Union 
UK/US 2015 
 
Ogris Debris – See the World 
Director: LWZ 
Production Company: LWZ 
Record Company: Affine Records 
Austria 2015 
 
The Shoes – Drifted 
Directors: Dent De Cuir 
Production Company: Caviar 
Record Company: Green United 
Canada/France 2015    
 
Raleigh Ritchie – Bloodsport ’15 (Pt 2) 
Directors: Shynola 
Production Company: Black Dog 
Record Company: Columbia 
UK 2015  
 
Beardyman – Mountainside 
Director: Lewis Rose 
Production Company:  
Unihill Productions 
Record Company: Tummy Touch 
UK 2015     
 
New Build – Luminous Freedom 
Director: George Wu  
Photography: John Short 
Production Company: Nexus Productions 
Record Company: Sunday Best 
UK  2015 
 
The Jezabels – Come Alive 
Directors: Darcy Prendergast & Xin Li 
Production Company: Oh Yeah Wow 
Record Company: [PIAS] 
Australia 2015       
 
Tame Impala – Let It Happen 
Director: David Wilson 
Production Company: Colonel Blimp 
Record Company:  
Universal Music Australia 
UK/Australia 2015 
 
Lorn – Acid Rain 
Directors: R113 
Production Company: n/a 
Record Company: Wednesday Sound 
US 2015 
 

 Welcome to BUG 49, and another collection of music videos and shortform 
creativity, bursting from the trusty laptop of the one and only Adam Buxton. In our 
final show of the year, we have some fantastic new videos that have nowhere near 
as many YouTube views as that one by Adele. We also have videos that won at the 
recent UK Music Video Awards, never before seen at BUG.   

But we start with some cartoon mayhem from US garage punk band Radkey, 
courtesy of British director Nicos Livesey. Nicos has serious form when it comes to 
ambitious animation projects: this one for Glore is a throwback to the heyday of 
Claymation, pioneered by Bruce Bickford’s work with Frank Zappa, and seen in 
videos for Jackie Wilson’s Reet Petite and The Housemartins in the 1980s. And the 
video is a breakneck journey through the band’s favourite and worst TV moments, 
created with the help of ‘claysploitation artist’ Lee Hardcastle, and a small army of 
animators and interns over a period of 10 weeks this summer.  

She was born Mathangi Arulpragasam 40 years ago in Hounslow, and grew up in 
war-torn Sri Lanka, eventually finding refuge in London as a teenager, learning 
English and after college becoming an artist. Then her musical journey began, and 
she became M.I.A., the rapper who constantly fuses Western and Eastern musical 
styles, and addresses global political subjects. Now comes Borders, from her 
forthcoming fourth album, and a video shot in India which is the second she has 
directed herself. It brings the song’s subject matter – the global refugee crisis – into 
stark relief in a series of stunning set pieces. 

John Grant recently released his third solo album (Grey Tickles, Black Pressure) to the 
kind of critical acclaim that greeted the previous two, and has made him a darling 
of the BBC 6Music demographic. We are very pleased to premiere the new video for 
Down Here. It’s directed by British feature film editor-turned-director Lisa Gunning, 
who created a cycle of films for the Goldfrapp album Tales of Us last year, and tells 
the story of a young man with a hankering to join the synchronised swimming 
team at his local pool. 

We don’t show too many videos from Austria at BUG, but the Vienna-based 
animation and design studio LWZ has made a great accompaniment to the 
annoyingly-catchy See the World, by Austrian electronic band Ogris Debris. A 
continual upwards move reveals a visual style inspired by pre-WW2 graphic 
design, updated with the tech-detritus of the modern age and a theme of human 
neglect for the lack of an all-seeing ‘birds-eye’ perspective. 

By contrast, French band The Shoes have featured at BUG several times before, as 
have French-Canadian directing duo Dent de Cuir, with their work for DyE and 
Darwin Deez. In this case for Drifted, the directors continue from their award-
winning lyric video for Feed the Ghost for the band, to create a piece entirely created 
from viral clips, memes and gifs, conjuring pathos from the humour. 

Raleigh Ritchie is the stage name of Jacob Anderson – who is also, as any Game of 
Thrones fan knows, Grey Worm in GoT. And as a musician, the updated version of 
his song Bloodsport has generated not one but two different videos by Shynola, the 
directing team best known for their groundbreaking work in animation, but now 
reinvented as a live action collective. This is also violent, in a zanily comedic way, 
with Raleigh (dumped in the previous video) taking out his ire on the local 
population with his special rifle, before realising he’s not the only rooftop sniper. 

Beatboxer, musician and comedian Beardyman (aka Darren Foreman) has 
recently been touring his improvisational One Album Per Hour show, where he 
creates an album taken from titles made up by each night’s audience. And he 
also came up with the idea for the video for the relaxed Mountainside with director 
and long-time collaborator Lewis Rose, about the instant attraction of two 
experienced ravers and their brief, chemically-enhanced affair. A funny, and 
poignant tale of rave-love. 
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Naïve New Beaters – Run Away 
Director: Romain Chassaing 
Production Company: Solab 
Record Company: Bang 
France 2015  
 
Stealing Sheep – Apparition 
Director: Dougal Wilson 
Production Company: Colonel Blimp 
Record Company: Heavenly Recordings 
UK 2015  
 
Tame Impala – The Less I Know the 
Better 
Directors: CANADA 
Production Company: CANADA 
Record Company:  
Universal Music Australia 
Spain/Australia 2015      
 

 

 
 
BUG thanks… 
Adam Buxton 
www.adam-buxton.co.uk 
 
Hosted by: BFI Southbank  
Post-production by: Locomotion 
Design Creative by: Limited Edition 
Event Management by: Ballistic 
 

  
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
BUG is curated by David Knight &  
Phil Tidy  
 

For general information about BUG, 
contact Louise Stevens 
louise@bugvideos.co.uk 
 

THE BUG TEAM:  
Chris Blakeston, Stuart Brown,  
David Knight, Louise Stevens,  
Miland Suman, Phil Tidy 
 

For regular updates, check out 
www.bugmusicvideos.com 
www.promonews.tv 
www.twitter.com/BUGmusicvideos 
www.facebook.com/bugvideos 
 
 
Forthcoming events: 
BUG Special: Because 10th Anniversary  
21 Jan 2016 
Tickets on sale now 
 

Another track of laidback beats from New Build, the project by Hot Chip’s Al 
Doyle and Felix Martin with composer Tom Hopkins, has inspired George Wu, a 
director and graphic designer known for her small-scale craft-based aesthetic, to 
develop a video with photographer John Short that combines the stately visual 
look of classic Dutch painting with an amusing name game. Just combine the 
image with the subtitle to come up with a famous name. 

Darcy Prendergast of Melbourne studio Oh Yeah Wow has featured at BUG 
before, for his videos for Gotye and others. Now he’s co-directed a video for 
Aussie indie band The Jezabels’ Come Alive with Xin Li which, like the New Build 
video, ingeniously harks back to works of art by old masters, like Goya and 
Turner. The harrowing story of a woman chased, captured and destined to a 
terrible fate is told via images created on oil paint on glass and animated frame 
by frame. In its way, it’s something of a masterpiece. 

Tonight’s show comes about one month after the big night of the year for the 
music video-making community here in London: the UK Music Video Awards, the 
biggest celebration of the work of the makers of music videos anywhere. Many of 
the winning videos at last month’s UKMVAs ceremony at The Roundhouse have 
been screened at BUG before, but a few have not, including three we are screening 
tonight. First, there’s Tame Impala’s Let It Happen directed by David Wilson, one of 
our favourite directors at BUG and winner of the Best Director prize at this year’s 
UKMVAs. This is the story of a businessman experiencing a heart attack at an 
airport that veers into fantasy then spiritual mysticism. It’s also the first of two 
videos we are showing tonight for the Australian psychedelic rockers. 

Next is a video for DJ/producer Lorn’s Acid Rain by emerging LA-based collective 
R113 which features American cheerleaders busting moves in a neon-drenched 
diner after crashing their car, in a scenario that emulates the much-admired 
hyperreal style of photographer Gregory Crewdson. That’s followed by Romain 
Chassaing’s video for Run Away by French trio Naïve New Beaters, and a comedy-
action thriller involving frontman David Boring dragging his bandmates into a new 
career as inept yet successful criminals. Shot in Buenos Aires, Chassaing packs lots 
into four minutes, as the fun times turn sour – especially for David.  

Our penultimate video marks the welcome return to music videos of one of the 
best in the business (and a good friend of BUG). Dougal Wilson’s huge success as a 
commercials director has curtailed his music video projects in recent times, and 
his new video for Liverpool indie band Stealing Sheep is his first for six years. But 
this is an unmistakeable Dougal Wilson video, combining visual ingenuity and 
comic timing with a dose of quirky old-fashioned Englishness. And what could be 
more English (or quirky) than Morris dancing?  

Our final video is for Aussie psychedelic rockers Tame Impala’s The Less I Know the 
Better, directed by CANADA, the Barcelona-based collective. A story of high school 
attraction is transformed into a powerful concoction of eroticism, surrealism and 
comedy, consistently visually inventive and gorgeous to behold. Lope Serrano and 
Nicolás Méndez, the directing members of CANADA, were inspired by Allen Jones, 
Guy Peellaert and the book 60s pop art book Electric Banana to inform their triangle 
of love and jealousy between a basketball player, the super-hot girl he’d love to 
have, and his love rival, a gorilla called Trevor.  

And that’s BUG 49. We’ll be back in early 2016 with a BUG special celebrating the 
10th Anniversary of the fine record label Because Music in late January, followed by 
BUG 50 in March. In the meantime we wish you a lovely season of good cheer, and 
a very happy new year.  

 
 

 

 
 

Programme notes and credits compiled by the BFI Documentation Unit 
Notes may be edited or abridged. Questions/comments? Email prognotes@bfi.org.uk 

The British Film Institute is a charity registered in England and Wales No. 287780  


