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Third Thoughts 

Postal: PO Box 792,   

Castlemaine 3450 

Each year, the Photography Group votes for one colour as 

a monthly theme.  In September the colour was ‘Blue’.              

Harley Parker's photo of the Malmsbury gardens is a clear 

and outstanding first choice. 
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Contact information 

        and more….. 

REMINDER The Annual General Meeting on Friday 20th November at 10.00am 

will be a Zoom meeting conducted online. 

If you do not intend to login to the Zoom meeting could you PLEASE provide a proxy.  This is important 

to ensure that we achieve a quorum for the AGM.  You will have received a proxy form along with 

the official notice of the AGM. There is an online option to lodge the proxy as well as email and  

physical options.  

mailto:u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com
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From the President 

Well here we are in November. Courses remain as they have been – largely not           

occurring with some glittering exceptions, some outdoors and some online. We have 

now sought nominations for the Committee and have asked that these be submitted 

by close of business on the day I am writing, so I am still not sure whether there needs 

to be an election at the AGM. In this difficult year, the membership can be forgiven 

for not forming an orderly queue. I am however pleased that the committed group we have had this 

year has worked so well together and that many remain committed for the coming year.  

Sadly, we lose 3 members. The editor of the newsletter where this report appears, Monique Thomson 

has been a generous contributor of her time and energy in various roles for a long time. I hope 

Monique enjoys a break from our administrative concerns. Jo Thompson has been similarly committed 

and has also decided to leave the Committee. Her focussed and energetic contribution will be 

missed. Finally, Phil Fletcher will leave the Committee. We owe a particular debt to Phil, who assumed 

the role of President after it had been vacant. He set a calm, consensus focussed tone for the      

Committee and brought the work of the Committee back within normal boundaries.  

The notice of AGM  has gone out along with a proxy form. We need as many proxies completed by 

those who might not wish to attend the Zoom meeting as possible, so that we are assured of having a 

quorum.  

I expect that attendance at the Zoom meeting will be more limited than usual. The social,  perfor-

mance and refreshment elements of our usual AGM will not be possible. As a result, in the absence of 

controversy, I expect that many members might complete a proxy and leave that as their attend-

ance.  

This could be a blessing. Many of us have used Zoom this year and while it has great benefits, very 

large meetings are not its strong point. As a result, as President I look forward to welcoming to the 

meeting, anyone who feels driven to attend in person. For others there will be a report on proceed-

ings very soon after the meeting and (again) I urge you to complete a proxy. 

Many thanks to you all for your tolerant forbearance this year as the Committee has confronted the 

difficulties of the pandemic. We look forward to bringing you all together again in the new year. 

                       Trevor Lloyd 

 Class leaders, Class Coordinator, Class Prospectus 

At  the  October  meeting the Committee approved a change of terminology for the following:      

Course Leader and Course Coordinator are now referred  to as Class Leader and Class               

Coordinator. Also, we will now have a Class Prospectus.   
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Membership Subscriptions for 2021  

 

Membership subscriptions for 2021 open on Monday, December 7th.  

When renewing your membership please review your details and update any changes, especially 

your current email address and emergency contact details.  

 

To Pay : 

 Visit the website: www.u3acastlemaine.com Click on MY U3A LOGIN (blue bar at the top)  pay 

by PayPal, credit card or with a debit card that is set up to be used like a credit card.                 

If renewing you will need your MyU3A login ID and password.    

 Renewing members—red Member Login button  

 New members—red New Members button 

 Assistance available on website—MyU3A Instructions button or email myu3ahelp@gmail.com  

for assistance. 

 

If you have forgotten your MyU3A ID and password or if you are a lapsed member: 

 Click/press MyU3A Login on website homepage 

 Click/press Member login 

 Click/press Forgot Password/ID 

 Enter email address  * 

 Click/Press Send Password 

 Your password and ID will be sent to you within a few hours. The email sender will be U3A Castle-

maine 

* If you've changed your email address this process won't work. Email myu3ahelp@gmail.com for   

assistance. 

 

Class enrolments open on Tuesday January 12th at 9.00am and further details 

will be available in the December newsletter 

 

This is my final newsletter and I would like to take this opportunity to thank members for all    

their submissions and feedback. In particular, sincere thanks go to Robyn Weedon, Julia 

Scoglio, Tami McVicar and Bruce Carruthers for their role in getting the newsletter out.  

I have very much enjoyed my little job and will probably miss it. 

I also wish my successor the very best. You’ll be terrific, Terry! 

                       Cheerio, Monique  

http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
mailto:myu3ahelp@gmail.com
mailto:myu3ahelp@gmail.com
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" Bring on 2021 so that we can get back to our U3A activities, I hope!” 

Here is an update on the situation with classes for next year. We currently have 65 classes/activities 

registered so far, with hopefully more to come. We have the usual mix of ongoing favourites, some       

returning and some new classes, and two classes that will be delivered by Zoom. I expect that we will 

get additional starters prior to the end of this year. So there will be something for everyone! 

Planning the classes for next year has been done on the assumption that COVID restrictions will allow 

us to start at the usual time of the year and that relevant venues will be available. If not we will have to 

work around that, which we will. I am confident that we will be able to have a great U3A year in 2021 

after this year of disappointment."  Keith Neaves, Class Coordinator: u3acm.courses@gmail.com 

Class leaders wanted for these groups:  

               Australian History              Birdwatching             Creative Writing 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative Writing:  There have been expressions of interest by members for a Writing Group for 2021. To 

be able to  facilitate this class does not require an expertise in the teaching of writing, just an enjoy-

ment of the craft and the ability to facilitate the group members’ sharing and discussion of their works.                    

If on the other hand you do have the skills to teach the craft, you might consider leading a class on 

the Craft of Writing.  

The class leaders for Australian History, Barb Bunton, and Birdwatching, Rosemary & Peter Turner have 

indicated that after leading these classes for a few years, that it’s time for them to retire and to give 

someone else a go.  

Australian History has been running every year since the inception of the Castlemaine U3A, and it 

would be a pity to see it fold. It does not require the class leader to be an expert, but to certainly 

have an interest in our country’s history. His/her role would be to facilitate the class program and     

organise members, in turn, to provide a presentation to the class on a  topic of their choosing.          

Enjoyable class discussions inevitably follow the presentations. 

Birdwatching was introduced to our U3A by Rosemary & Peter Turner and has been very popular for 

the four years it has been running. Anyone interested could look at the News/Birdwatching pages on 

our website and would be welcome to contact them. 

If you feel you may be interested in leading any of these classes please contact:  

Class Coordinator, Keith Neaves on 0477 428 435 or email: u3acm.courses@gmail.com. 

mailto:u3acm.courses@gmail.com
mailto:u3acm.courses@gmail.com
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Social Dog Walking back on track at Pennyweight Flat Cemetery  
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MUSIC MAKERS 

The present restrictions  certainly 

present a challenge for every-

one.  Now that the weather is 

more favourable and we can 

meet outside in a public place, 

we have been meeting in the  

Botanical Gardens to play our  

instruments.   

Well that is a challenge in itself.  The first week it was very cold and 

windy. The music took off from the music stands on several occasions 

and we were so cold we could not play very well.   

The second week it rained so we had to take shelter in the Rotunda. 

This week, our third week, the sun shone, the wind was only a breeze, 

so hooray I thought conditions had improved.  Alas, the grass was 

being mowed in our area so yet another  challenge. We made the 

most of the situation and it was good to meet and play together. 

One consolation was that no one passing by could hear our  mistakes as the noise issuing from the 

mower drowned us out.                                                   Class leader, Angela Sye 

More from the Photography Group 

The September theme was ‘Blue’ and again the final submissions reflect the wide variation and breath 

of interpretations by all the members. 

First choice, Harley Parker's photo of Malmsbury is featured on the front page.  

Pam Connell’s ‘Feeling Blue’ and Sue Murphy’s ‘Blue Shadow’ were the next most popular choices. 

                       Class leader, Jill Williams 
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Australian History Group 

This is a brief summary of a presentation in October,  Invisible Enemy—Bubonic plague Sydney: How a 

city  survived the Black Death in 1900.  

Beginning with headache, nausea and dizziness on a hot afternoon on January 19, 1900, a delivery 

driver who worked at the wharves arrived home feeling desperately ill and so dosed himself with      

castor oil, vomited and passed out in bed. The next day he was diagnosed with bubonic plague and 

was quickly quarantined along with four family members. 

A month later a sailmaker who also worked at the wharves began showing symptoms. He had been 

pulling dead rats from the toilet in the premises where he stayed, and succumbed to the illness. He 

soon became Sydney’s first plague fatality which set off a wave of panic across the town. 

Unfortunately the fear bred hostility with people marched off during the night to be quarantined and 

names of victims published daily. There were xenophobic attacks against Italian and Chinese migrants 

who were blamed for importing the plague through poor hygiene.  

For eight months Sydney was a city under siege as the plague thrived during a warm wet autumn. The 

disease crept along transport routes across the city prompting the establishment of many quarantine 

areas. The city was thoroughly cleansed and areas of The Rocks barricaded off as its slums were       

demolished . Houses were burned, and lime, carbolic acid and sulfuric acid enlisted in the cleaning  

process.  The timber wharves, a haven for vermin were cleansed of silt and sewage and many       

thousands of rats killed and burned in a special rat incinerator.  

All in all a total of 303 cases had been reported with only 103 deaths, lower than the    

mortality rates from other infectious diseases of the time.  

                               Words that appear dirty but aren’t 

  Interdigitate;  Titular;  Cockloft;   Cuntline;  Cummingtonite 

 

Interdigitate is to hold hands together. Also, to hold toes of two feet together.  

 

Titular is relating to a title or in the name only: having a title without accompanying  responsibilities 

and powers.  

 

Cockloft is a small loft just below the roof.  

 

Cuntline is  the spiralling groove between two strands of a rope or the space between bilges (the 

widest part) of two casks stowed side by side.  

 

Cummingtonite is a mineral, otherwise known as magnesium iron silicate hydroxide.  

 



 8 

 

 

 

Major computer scam perpetrated on a U3A member 

The following is from a member who became an unfortunate victim of a nasty but clever  

scam. The member would like to share the experience to warn other members to be careful.  

In early October I received a phone call claiming to be from Amazon Prime informing me that our   

subscription of $99.99 was due and would be taken from our bank account, however if I no longer 

wanted to continue with this service I could unsubscribe by pressing “1” on the keyboard. I decided 

that I did not use this service so I would unsubscribe so I pushed “1”. A man answered and said that in 

order to unsubscribe I would need to complete a form that he would send to my  computer. He then 

sent a program that appeared on my computer which contained several sets of numbers.  He asked 

me to read these out which I reluctantly did. (I did not realise at the time but this had given him remote 

access to my computer). 

He then sent to my computer the form I had to complete to get the refund of $99.99. I completed the 

form but when I had finished the amount listed came up as $9,999 instead of $99.99.  I was then told I 

had made a mistake and would need to complete the form again. The same happened a second 

time. (That is, apparently I had typed $9,999 instead of $99.99 again). The man then got very agitated 

and said that they had sent to my account the sum of $9,999 twice inadvertently and that I would 

need to refund this amount immediately $20,000. “I WILL GET THE SACK AND I HAVE A FAMILY AT HOME 

TO PROVIDE FOR” 

I was then put onto another man who said he would walk me through the process of refunding the 

$20,000 that had been accidently sent to my account. I then went into my NetBank site to check if 

what they said was correct and sure enough my account contained an extra $20,000. I said of course I 

would refund the money as it was not mine. The man insisted that I go to my bank and make an In-

stant Bank Transfer of the $20,000 from my account to his. He gave me a Bank BSB number and Ac-

count number to send the money to. He said that I must not say who I was sending the money to be-

cause if I did it would be classed as a business transaction and I would be taxed at $2,000. I had to say 

it was for my son in law.  

I made the instant transfer and the teller completed the transaction without asking any questions at all 

so I did not say who it was for. I was not concerned at this stage because the money had appeared in 

my account over and above my own money and was clearly not my money so I thought I was not  

doing anything to risk my own money. The man then informed me that only $11,000 had gone through 

to his account and that I was to go back onto the bank and make another transfer of the remaining 

$9,000. However he gave me a new Account number for this second transfer. I returned to the bank 

and made this second transfer of $9,000. Again I was not concerned as I still felt it was not my money 

being transferred. Again the teller asked no questions but made the instant  transfer.  



 9 

 

On returning home I discovered the phone line was dead.  I began to have concerns that something 

was wrong so I went to look at my Netbank site and discovered that yes I had transferred $20,000 to 

this man’s account PLUS an extra $9,000 out of my account. I thought at this stage I had transferred 

the $20,000 back that had been inadvertently put in my account plus $9,000 extra. I thought I had 

been defrauded of $9,000. I immediately contacted my bank’s Fraud department who took all my 

details and cancelled my cards and froze my Netbank account. 

The next day  I went into my bank to talk to the people there about what had happened and it was 

then that I found out that the $20,000 that appeared in my everyday account was not an accidental 

transfer but had actually been moved out of my Mastercard account and Visa card account, so it 

was my money all along. I had actually transferred $20,000 of my own money plus $9,000 also my own 

money to these other bank accounts that the fraudsters had set up.  

Because I had given the fraudsters remote access to my computer they were able to move    money 

around  in our NetBank site without me noticing. Of course I was concentrating on the total in my ac-

count and did not look at our Mastercard or Visa Card so had not noticed that money had been 

moved from the cards into my everyday account.  

In hindsight I have been incredibly stupid. Looking back through all this there are many times that red 

flags should have warned me that something was not right. However these people are very clever 

and know all the right things to say to assuage ones fears. The main thing was that I thought all along 

that it was not my money that I was transferring and I was simply returning money that did not belong 

to me. My biggest mistake was letting them have remote access to my computer  although I did not 

realise I was doing this until it was too late. 

The Australian Communications and Media Authority is receiving reports of scammers impersonating 

staff from Amazon Prime. 

Be wary of callers claiming you owe money to Amazon and that funds will be taken from your bank 

account if you do not act immediately. 

Scammers may also ask you to go online to confirm your personal details or Amazon account infor-

mation. 

This is a scam—Amazon does not ask customers to disclose or verify personal or account information 

over the phone. 

If a call sounds suspicious, hang up immediately. Never give personal information over the phone    

unless you can independently confirm who is calling. 

Find out more about phone scams, or visit the Scamwatch website for information about phishing 

scams 

https://www.acma.gov.au/node/2873
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/types-of-scams/attempts-to-gain-your-personal-information/phishing
https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/types-of-scams/attempts-to-gain-your-personal-information/phishing
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The Letter E   

Some say the most unfortunate letter 

in the alphabet is the letter E 

 

It is always out of cash, forever in 

debt and never out of danger 

  

It’s still never in war, always in peace  

 

It’s the beginning of existence, the 

commencement of ease and the 

end of trouble 

 

Without it there would be no life nor 

heaven 

 

It’s the centre of honesty and always 

in love 

 

It starts and ends envelope, but     

contains only one letter. 

 

It’s the beginning of encouragement 

and the end of failure  

 

Anonymous       

 

Thank you to member, Alan Kidd 

Grandchildren say such funny things 

After putting her grandchildren to bed, a grandmother changed into old slacks and a droopy blouse 

and proceeded to wash her hair. As she heard the children getting more and more rambunctious, 

her patience grew thin.  

Finally, she threw a towel around her head and stormed into their room, putting them back to bed 

with stern warnings.  

As she left the room, she heard the three-year-old say with a trembling voice, "Who was THAT?" 

 

A grandfather was delivering his grandchildren to their home one day when a fire truck zoomed past. 

Sitting in the front seat of the fire truck was a Dalmatian dog. The children started discussing the dog's 

duties. 

"They use him to keep crowds back," said one child. 

"No," said another. "He's just for good luck." 

A third child brought the argument to a close. “They use the dogs," she said firmly, "to find the fire  

hydrants." 

 

A six-year-old was asked where his grandma lived. "Oh," he said, "she lives at the airport, and         

whenever we want her, we just go get her. Then, when we're done having her visit, we take her back 

to the airport." 

Thank you to member, Christobel Comerford 
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Committee of Management     

President  Trevor Lloyd   0419 303 709  u3acm.pres@gmail.com 

Vice President  Vacant 

Secretary  Terry Murphy   0425 712 362  u3acm.secretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Ann Roman   5472 5262  u3acm.treas@gmail.com   

Class Coordinator   Keith Neaves   0477 428 435  u3acm.courses@gmail.com 

Venues Coordinator   Phil Hopley   0425 768 559  u3acmvenues17@gmail.com  

ICTWG/MyU3A  Coord.   Jo Thompson   0457 388 344  u3acm.ictwg@gmail.com 

Member Services Coord.   Janet Cropley       0419 539 142  janetc@ozemail.com.au 

Newsletter Editor   Monique Thomson  5474 2290  u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 

General Positions 

Events Coordinator    Joe Scoglio   5472 2396  u3acm.events@gmail.com 

Office Coordinator    Liz Sharplin   0403 398 764  u3acm.office@gmail.com 

Assistant Treasurer    Lou Citroen   0411 715 139  u3acm.asstreas@gmail.com 

Membership Officer    Tami McVicar   0400 606 856  u3acm.members@gmail.com 

Website Submissions   Des Buckmaster  0433 311 965  u3acm.wrt@gmail.com 

IT Support     David Sime   0418 242 977  u3acm.it@gmail.com 

Celebrations/Tributes   Barbara Bunton  5472 3186  bunwilbar@gmail.com 

Cake/Roster/Raffle    Deb Wiglesworth  5474 2325  dwigles.dw@gmail.com  

MyU3A Support/Help   Anet McDonald  5470 6497  myu3ahelp@gmail.com 

Class Coordination Working Group, u3acm.courses@gmail.com;  

Finance Working Group, u3acm.treas@gmail.com;  

Events Working Group, u3a.events@gmail.com;  

Information & Communication Technologies Working Group (ICTWG), u3acm.ictwg@gmail.com  

 

U3A Castlemaine website: www.u3acastlemaine.com                                                                 

   
Newsletter Deadline: Monday 23 November 

U3A Castlemaine Inc A0017409G 

              Established 1988 

A question  

Why do we leave our cars worth many 

thousands of dollars in the driveway   

while our useless junk sits protected in    

the garage?” 

Wise advice 

Never sing in the shower!  Singing leads to 

dancing, dancing leads to slipping, and 

slipping leads to paramedics seeing you  

naked.  So remember…Don’t sing! 
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