
The End of the World: 
A Study In Revelation

John’s Description of Heaven (Chapter 4)
(Rev 3:10 KJV) Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. 

• As we studied the letters to the seven churches of Asia in chapters 2-3, we found that only one oof 
the seven was a solid, word of faith preaching and teaching church. We know that Jesus is coming 
and expects to find the church ready, but only one of seven was ready for his appearing

Jesus speaks of a time of great trial and upheaval in the earth, which we call the “Tribulation”. A seven 
year period in which God’s judgment and wrath is poured out on the Antichrist, his followers, and the 
earth itself. There has been much discussion as to whether the church would be present in the earth 
during this time. Let’s let the bible speak for itself. After the letters Jesus dictated to the churches were 
completed in chapters 2 and 3 John writes:

Revelation 4:1-11(KJV) 1After this I looked, and, behold, a door was opened in heaven: and the first 
voice which I heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; which said, Come up hither, (Come up 
here) and I will show thee things which must be hereafter. 

• John is caught up into heaven
• This verse is the key to understanding what happens to the church in the future. The church, or 

body of Christ, is made up of all born again believers in Jesus. John views all events that follow 
from his perspective in heaven, where the church will be prior to all the events recorded in 
chapters 4 and following.

• When John was caught up to heaven, he personifies the event called the RAPTURE of the church, 
The word rapture, although not in the Bible, is used to describe the bodily catching away of the 
church to heaven. Rapture means “a state or experience of being carried away”

• There are three views of the rapture taught in churches today: pre-trib, mid-trib, and post-trib.
• The pre tribulation rapture of the church is fully supported by John’s experience in verse 1 and 

the fact that the words church or churches are not mentioned as being in the earth after chapter 
three and until  ch 22:16 after Jesus had told john to conclude his recording of the prophecy. It 
also harmonizes with other scripture.

• Luke 21:33-36(KJV) 33Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my words shall not pass away.  
34And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with surfeiting, 
(hangovers) and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that day come upon you unawares.  
35For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth.  
36Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these things 
that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 

• 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18(KJV) 16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:  
17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 

meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18Wherefore comfort one another 
with these words.

• The church WILL NOT go through the tribulation!
• The CHURCH, not denominations

• Nahum 1:2(KJV) 2God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; 
the LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies. 

• Reserveth - nâṭar  naw-tar'A primitive root; to guard; figuratively, to cherish (anger):—bear 
grudge, keep (-er), reserve.



• God guards and holds captive His wrath to expend it on His enemies. The church is not His 
enemy!

2And immediately I was in the spirit: and, behold, a throne was set in heaven, and one sat on the throne.  
3And he that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a sardine stone: and there was a rainbow round about 
the throne, in sight like unto an emerald.  

• Jasper – multicolored gemstone
• Sardine – sardius – carnelian – red stone
• Jasper and sardine: 
• Jasper = Reuben, Sardine+Benjamin –first and last tribes of Israel in birth order
• A  rainbow is a symbol of God’s covenant – green like an emerald
• An incredible, beautiful sight
• Psalm 29:2 (KJV)  Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the 

beauty of holiness.
4And round about the throne were four and twenty seats: and upon the seats I saw four and twenty elders 
sitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their heads crowns of gold.  

• Elsewhere in scripture elders are leaders of the church in the earth. These are 24 of those leaders 
who have attained a special place before the throne and have been awarded emblems of 
righteousness and royalty. They sit on 24 sub thrones around Jesus. Who are they – we’ll find out 
then!

5And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of 
fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.  

• Isaiah 11:2(KJV) 2And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
LORD; 

• 1 Corinthians 12:4-7(KJV) 4Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5And there are 

differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6And there are diversities of operations, but it 

is the same God which worketh all in all.7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man 
to profit withal. 

• The Holy Spirit is here shown in heaven because His work on the earth on behalf of the church has 
concluded, as the church is in heaven before the tribulation. His work on earth does continue 
during the tribulation, as some on the earth accept Jesus. No man can come to Jesus unless the 
Father through the Holy Spirit draws him. (John 6:44)

6And before the throne there was a sea of glass like unto crystal: and in the midst of the throne, and 
round about the throne, were four beasts full of eyes before and behind.  

• Sea – the word sea used in scripture not connected with a specific body of water refers to a large 
group of people. Crystal refers to purity and righteousness, hence the sea consists of the church 
and the OT righteous before the throne.

• We are a part of the sea of people before the throne
• Beasts – living creatures – eyes “all-seeing”

7And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like a calf, and the third beast had a face as a 

man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. 8And the four beasts had each of them six wings 
about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.  

• These are angelic beings similar to those in:

Isaiah 6:2-3(KJV) 2Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered 



his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly.  
3And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is 
full of his glory. 

9And when those beasts give glory and honour and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for 
ever and ever,  

• They give the cue to worship the Lord = they are God’s worship leaders
10The four and twenty elders fall down before him that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for 

ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying, 11Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive 
glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were 
created.

• We were created for his pleasure Gk thelema – purpose. That purpose? – to worship Him.
• We need to learn how to worship God now, so that we won’t have to go to remedial worship  

classes in heaven!


