Worship Resources
7 April 2023
Good Friday
Hebrews 10:16-25
Hold Fast to Hope

Additional Scriptures
Isaiah 52:13—53:12, Psalm 22, John 18:1—19:42 
Preparation
Prominently display a large white candle (Christ candle) at the front of the worship space.

Prelude

Welcoming Statement
Light the Christ candle.
As we enter this most somber of days, consider the faint flicker of hope that we find in the candlelight. Tonight, we will remember the story of Christ’s Passion through scripture and song. You are welcomed here in love and peace with the assurance of hope, even as we recollect the passion of our Lord.

Scripture and Song

The Passion Story - 1
Luke 22:39-40

Song
“Stay with Me”     sing several times	CCS 468
OR “Wait for the Lord”   sing several times	CCS 399

The Passion Story - 2
Luke 22:41-46

Song
“’Tis Midnight and on Olive’s Brow” 	CCS 456
OR “How Long, O Lord” 	CCS 201

The Passion Story - 3
Luke 22:47-53



Song
“Ah, Holy Jesus” stanzas 1-2 	CCS 461
OR “Senzeni Na” 	CCS 200

The Passion Story - 4
Luke 22:54-62

Song
“Shadows Lengthen Into Night” stanzas 1-7 	CCS 470
OR “De noche iremos/By Night, We Hasten”    sing several times 	CCS 551
		Encourage participants to sing in a language other than their own.

The Passion Story – 5
Luke 22:63-71

Song
“A Man of Ancient Time and Place” 	CCS 30
OR “Look at This Man, Born of God” 	CCS 26

The Passion Story - 6
Luke 23:1-7

Song     Encourage participants to sing in languages other than their own.
“In My Life, Lord”	 CCS 602
OR “O Senhor é a minha força/In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful” 	CCS 129
	sing several times

The Passion Story - 7
Luke 23:8-16

Song
“Arabs, Romans, Jews and Gentiles” 	CCS 341
OR “How Long, O Lord” 	CCS 201

The Passion Story - 8
Luke 23:18-25

Song
“Kyrie Eleison” 	CCS 184
OR “Through All the World a Hungry Christ” 	CCS 213

The Passion Story - 9
Luke 23:26-33

Song
“Were You There” 	CCS 458
OR “Shadows Lengthen into Night” stanza 8   	CCS 470 

The Passion Story - 10
Luke 23:34-43

Song
“Jesus Remember Me”      sing several times	CCS 459
OR “Out of the Depths, O God We Call” 	CCS 228

The Passion Story - 11
Luke 23:44-49

Song
“O Sacred Head Now Wounded” 	CCS 463
OR “Rejected and Despised” 	CCS 462

The Passion Story - 12
Luke 23:50-56

Song
“Beneath the Cross of Jesus” 	CCS 206
OR “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 	CCS 457

Blow out the Christ Candle.

Silent Recessional



Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Years A,B,C – Letters 
Good Friday 
Hebrews 10:16-25 


Exploring the Scripture 
Hebrews was written to confront arguments that Jesus may not have been the expected Messiah since he had not come with military might. Although resurrected, Jesus had left the Earth, and disciples were facing constant persecution. The conversation centers on the meaning of Christ. Neither the author nor the audience is certain.  
Although the author is unidentified, he was likely a Jewish Christian and perhaps part of the Pauline circle—but not Paul. The audience, likely Jewish converts or perhaps a Jewish and Gentile mixture, struggled with disillusionment and faced persecution. They were in doubt and in danger of losing their Christian identity. They were in jeopardy of reverting to Judaism. It was a challenging and dark time for them.  
Hebrews uses a theologically laden interpretation of scripture to reassure the listeners of the new covenant embodied in Christ and urge them to remain committed. Today’s text shares this message. Verses 16-18 is a quote from Jeremiah 31:33-34 with a final emphasis on forgiveness of sins. The writer was reassuring the listeners of this new covenant which showers God’s grace on them. This sacred relationship becomes God-centered and relational to both the Divine and others.  
Using the words “mind” and “heart,” the author refers to the center of being—the place where God, through Jesus Christ, is encountered. Then, after using Jeremiah’s message of the covenant, the writer transitions to a threefold appeal of faith, hope, and love: 1) Faith: “...let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith...” (v. 22); 2) Hope: “let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering...” (v.23); 3) Love: “And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds.” (v.24).  
In conclusion, the orator focuses on “encouraging one another” through the challenging times (vs.25). We, too, like the early Christians, live in momentous times. Sometimes, we question the meaning of Christ in our time, place, and culture. Like them, we may even waiver in our commitment as disciples. As we commemorate Good Friday, we recognize these doubts and misgivings. Jesus is crucified. It is a time of darkness, grief, and sorrow. We lament and reflect on the meaning of Christ in our lives. Today’s text provides a suitable response.  
We profess a sacred covenant relationship with God through Christ. We yearn to be in a relationship with the Divine. It is at the center of our being. God’s new covenant signals a future that is bright as we look toward Easter Sunday. God has made a covenant to be in a relationship with humanity. God yearns to be in deep and inclusive communion with us. We are called to join where God is at work in our world and to discern God’s will in our lives and the life of the community.  
Like our text, we are called to encourage one another in times of struggle and recognize we are a community of hope and love—grounded in a strong faith (trust) to live in the light of the Reign of God. On Good Friday, we celebrate that God has a new covenant with us in Jesus Christ. Our call is “to embody and live the concerns and passion of Christ.” (Doctrine and Covenants 164:9d). What a call and blessing! 

Central Ideas  
	God is always in a sacred covenant relationship with us through Jesus Christ, even during times of challenge, darkness, and doubt.  

	Spiritual formation is essential as it invites us into God’s presence. 

	We are a people of faith, hope, and love who encourage one another. 

Questions for the Speaker  
	When have you experienced dark and challenging times with a sense of doubt? 

	How do you define faith, hope, and love? 

	How do you experience faith, hope, and love? Examples? 

	How do you share your faith, hope, and love? 

	How do you encourage others? 




Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A, Letters

Good Friday

Hebrews 10:16–25 NRSV (A, B, C)

Gathering
Welcome
Good Friday is a somber gathering as we observe the death of Jesus on the cross. All candle flames are extinguished as we symbolically wait in darkness. Easter Sunday is coming but has not yet arrived.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
Beaten and broken God, across the world pain and oppression like you experienced on the first Good Friday still exist. Because of this, we continue to pray for peace. Peace that releases people from unbearable hurt, peace that feeds the hungry, peace that empowers the overwhelmed. May your peace be delivered to those places as an ember of faith, a small but hopeful beacon of light that shines in the darkness. Tear back the curtains so all may see peace anew. Amen.
Spiritual Practice
Body Prayer
	Say aloud: “Today our spiritual practice will be a body prayer.”
Show the group members three postures they will experience.
First posture: head bowed with hands folded
Second posture: sitting or standing with arms stretched outward
Third posture: both hands clasped over the heart.
Say: “A chime will signal when to move into the next posture. You will not be offering any words of prayer but instead will focus on sensing what type of prayer wants to emerge from you as you hold each posture.”
Lead the group in three deep, cleansing breaths as preparation. Ring a chime.
First posture: Head bowed with hands folded (one minute). Ring a chime.
Second posture: Sitting or standing with arms stretched outward (one minute). Ring a chime.
Third posture: Both hands clasped over the heart (one minute). Ring a chime.
Close with a spoken “Amen.”
Invite participants to share what they experienced as they engaged in the body prayer.

Sharing Around the Table
Hebrews 10:16–25 NRSV
“This is the covenant that I will make with them
    after those days, says the Lord:
I will put my laws in their hearts,
    and I will write them on their minds,”
he also adds,
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Hebrews was written to confront arguments that Jesus might not have been the expected Messiah because he had not come with military might. Although resurrected, Jesus had left the Earth, and disciples were facing constant persecution. The audience, likely Jewish converts or perhaps a Jewish and Gentile mixture, struggled with disillusionment and faced persecution. They were in doubt and in danger of losing their Christian identity. They were in jeopardy of reverting to Judaism. It was a challenging and dark time for them.
Hebrews reassures listeners of the new covenant and God’s grace embodied in Christ. It urges them to remain committed. The writer focuses on “encouraging one another” through challenging times.
We, too, like the early Christians, live in challenging times. Sometimes we question the meaning of Christ in our time, place, and culture. Like the recipients of this letter, we might even waver in our commitment as disciples. As we commemorate Good Friday, we recognize these doubts and misgivings. Jesus is crucified. It is a time of darkness, grief, and sorrow. We lament and reflect on the meaning of Christ in our lives.
We profess our sacred covenant relationship with God through Christ. We yearn to be in a relationship with the Divine. This covenant signals a future that is bright as we look toward Easter Sunday. We are called to join where God is at work in our world and to discern God’s will in our lives and the life of the community. We are called to encourage one another in times of struggle and recognize we are a community of hope and love—grounded in a strong faith (trust) to live in the light of the reign of God.

Questions
When have you experienced dark and challenging times?
	What provided hope in your time of darkness?
	What encouraging words might you share with someone struggling with doubt regarding their relationship with God?

Sending
Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
God who knows all sorrow, we share our resources as a means to bring light into corners of darkness. May the offerings we share bring joy, hope, love, and peace into the lives of others that they might experience your mercy and grace. Amen.
Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 456,“’Tis Midnight, and on Olive’s Brow”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children



Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
Beaten and broken God, across the world pain and oppression like you experienced on the first Good Friday still exist. Because of this, we continue to pray for peace. Peace that releases people from unbearable hurt, peace that feeds the hungry, peace that empowers the overwhelmed. May your peace be delivered to those places as an ember of faith, a small but hopeful beacon of light that shines in the darkness. Tear back the curtains so all may see peace anew. Amen.


Spiritual Practice
Body Prayer
	Say aloud: “Today our spiritual practice will be a body prayer.”
Show the group members three postures they will experience.
First posture: head bowed with hands folded
Second posture: sitting or standing with arms stretched outward
Third posture: both hands clasped over the heart.
Say: “A chime will signal when to move into the next posture. You will not be offering any words of prayer but instead will focus on sensing what type of prayer wants to emerge from you as you hold each posture.”
Lead the group in three deep, cleansing breaths as preparation. Ring a chime.
First posture: Head bowed with hands folded (one minute). Ring a chime.
Second posture: Sitting or standing with arms stretched outward (one minute). Ring a chime.
Third posture: Both hands clasped over the heart (one minute). Ring a chime.
Close with a spoken “Amen.”
Invite participants to share what they experienced as they engaged in the body prayer.



Sharing Around the Table
Hebrews 10:16–25 NRSV
“This is the covenant that I will make with them
    after those days, says the Lord:
I will put my laws in their hearts,
    and I will write them on their minds,”
he also adds,
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”
Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.
Therefore, my friends, since we have confidence to enter the sanctuary by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain (that is, through his flesh), and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who has promised is faithful. And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and good deeds, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
Hebrews was written to confront arguments that Jesus might not have been the expected Messiah because he had not come with military might. Although resurrected, Jesus had left the Earth, and disciples were facing constant persecution. The audience, likely Jewish converts or perhaps a Jewish and Gentile mixture, struggled with disillusionment and faced persecution. They were in doubt and in danger of losing their Christian identity. They were in jeopardy of reverting to Judaism. It was a challenging and dark time for them.
Hebrews reassures listeners of the new covenant and God’s grace embodied in Christ. It urges them to remain committed. The writer focuses on “encouraging one another” through challenging times.
We, too, like the early Christians, live in challenging times. Sometimes we question the meaning of Christ in our time, place, and culture. Like the recipients of this letter, we might even waver in our commitment as disciples. As we commemorate Good Friday, we recognize these doubts and misgivings. Jesus is crucified. It is a time of darkness, grief, and sorrow. We lament and reflect on the meaning of Christ in our lives.
We profess our sacred covenant relationship with God through Christ. We yearn to be in a relationship with the Divine. This covenant signals a future that is bright as we look toward Easter Sunday. We are called to join where God is at work in our world and to discern God’s will in our lives and the life of the community. We are called to encourage one another in times of struggle and recognize we are a community of hope and love—grounded in a strong faith (trust) to live in the light of the reign of God.

Questions
When have you experienced dark and challenging times?
	What provided hope in your time of darkness?
	What encouraging words might you share with someone struggling with doubt regarding their relationship with God?



Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
God who knows all sorrow, we share our resources as a means to bring light into corners of darkness. May the offerings we share bring joy, hope, love, and peace into the lives of others that they might experience your mercy and grace. Amen.


Thoughts for Children

You will need:
Good Friday coloring sheet
Coloring supplies

On Good Friday we remember the day that Jesus died on the cross. Before Jesus died, he prayed and asked God to forgive the people who put him on the cross. Forgiveness is very important. As you color your Good Friday picture, think of someone you need to forgive.
Ask God to help you be forgiving like Jesus was.




Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
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Beaten and broken God, across the world pain and oppression like you experienced on the first Good Friday still exist. Because of this, we continue to pray for peace. Peace that releases people from unbearable hurt, peace that feeds the hungry, peace that empowers the overwhelmed. May your peace be delivered to those places as an ember of faith, a small but hopeful beacon of light that shines in the darkness. Tear back the curtains so all may see peace anew. Amen.
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