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Hall of Fame, Pinnacle Awards Headline 2017 NBA Convention 

The 2017 NBA Annual Convention goes into the books with the creation of countless out-
standing memories made by the 540 people in attendance. The events of August 15 & 16 
returned to the Embassy Suites in La Vista where NBA members enjoyed education, recog-
nition and entertainment. 

Headlining the schedule on Tuesday August 15 was our annual Hall of Fame Banquet, 
which saw Craig Eckert and Don Wright inducted as our respective 98th and 99th mem-
bers. Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts conferred their HOF plaques in front of nearly 200 
broadcasters, family members and friends.    

Nebraska Broadcasting’s best – as judged by members of 
the Montana Broadcasters Association – were honored 
during the annual Pinnacle Awards Banquet on Wednes-
day August 16. Over 100 awards were presented to radio 
and TV members – including college and high school stu-
dents – as the NBA recognized the outstanding broad-
casting content created every day across the state. The 
nearly 200 people in attendance enjoyed casino games 
during the reception and had a chance to win cash and 
Nebraska Lottery scratch tickets in our convention-closing 
“Spin and Win” contest.  

Education for NBA member personnel was provided on a 
variety of topics from a number of excellent 
speakers. Tuesday afternoon’s schedule fea-
tured a presentation on Workplace Safety 
and Active Shooter training from Captain 
Kevin Griger of the Sarpy County Sheriff’s 
Office. That was followed by our annual 
NAB/Legal update, with counsel John Wells 

King and Grisella Martinez from NAB. The afternoon closed with our 
Annual Business Meeting and a reception for owners and general 
managers in our exhibitor area.       

Boyd Huppert and Miss Nebraska USA 
Jasmine Fuelberth presented the  

Pinnacle Awards. 

Continued on next page 

Jim Timm, Craig Eckert, Governor Pete Ricketts Jim Timm, Don Wright, Governor Pete Ricketts 
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SAVE THE DATE! 

2018 Convention 

August 14 & 15 

Embassy Suites-Lincoln 

Convention Coverage, Continued 

Wednesday’s concurrent training sessions opened with two morning workshops. Our News Session was led by Boyd 
Huppert who provided outstanding examples of “How to Pump Up Your Story Muscles.” The day’s first Sales Session 
was called “Embracing Digital Sales,” presented by P1 Learning’s Speed Marriott. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mitch Holthus, radio voice of the Kansas City Chiefs, gave an inspiring 
presentation during our Keynote Luncheon. Mitch’s “C-Level Look at     
Nebraska Broadcasters” combined humor and his love of all things Chiefs 
with powerful suggestions on how to Create, Connect and use Courage to 
succeed. 

Our educational sessions closed the afternoon, with our second Sales Ses-
sion on “Sales = Storytelling: Crafting Powerful Stories to Close Deals” 
with Jeff Beals and our Radio Programming Session led by Audience Devel-
opment Group’s Brian Wright with “Developing Your On Air Talent.” 

On behalf of the NBA Board of Directors, thank you for participating in our 
2017 Annual Convention. Our Convention Committee will be meeting soon to 
set the agenda for 2018 (August 14 & 15 in Lincoln). Feel free to email your  
suggestions on content and speakers to jim@ne-ba.org  

Mitch Holthus of the Kansas City Chiefs 

mailto:jim@ne-ba.org


3 

2017 Convention Photos-Hall of Fame 
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2017 Convention Photos-Keynote Lunch 

2017 Convention Photos-Pinnacle Awards 

Go All In! 
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2017 Convention Photos-Pinnacle Awards 

Go to www.ne-ba.org to find more photos from our 2017 Convention!  

http://www.ne-ba.org/gallery.asp


  A summary of the NBA Board of Directors summer 2017 meeting held in La Vista on    
August 15. 

Chairperson Joy Patten called the meeting to order at 9:03 am and minutes of the 
quarterly board meeting of May 3, 2017 were approved. Secretary-Treasurer Mark 

Jensen presented the financial statements for April, May and June, which were approved. 

Legislative Update:  Timm reported on the major federal and state issues being monitored and acted on, including 
Microsoft’s plans to petition the FCC for free TV spectrum that would come at the expense of LPTV and translator 
operators needing a channel to move to following the spectrum repack. 

NBA Investments:  Following presentations from three local investment firms, the Finance Committee was tasked 
with outlining an updated investment strategy for consideration at the next board meeting. 

Freedom of Information and Courtroom access:  Timm reported on the pending September 26 webinar with NET, for 
a six-month recap on Nebraska’s new courtroom camera rules which will include members of the judiciary, broadcast 
and print media.   

NCSA/PEP:  Timm reported the status of the current and prospective partners, and noted that the Nebraska Army 
National Guard will return and is seeking an October 1 start.   

Member Services:  On Alternative Inspections, Timm reported positive member feedback on the work done by new 
inspector Art Morris.   Timm said the recent “Best Practices for Journalists” webinar received positive member 
feedback and interest in continuing a series, which the board asked Timm to budget for the new fiscal year. 

Hall of Fame:  Timm confirmed that the class of 2018 nominations will be accepted through January 15, 2018.   

Convention:  Timm gave an overview of projected 2017 convention metrics. Patten noted that our 2018 convention 
will be held August 14 & 15 at the Embassy Suites in Lincoln.      

History Project:  Timm reported that the Joe di Nitale interview has been completed by Neil Nelkin and UNO, and 
that an interview with Dick Chapin is pending within the next few weeks.   

Future Talent:  Timm reported that he will soon email all members, reminding them of our request to speak to high 
school and middle school classes once per semester, using our ChannelYouNBA resources to aid their presentations.  
Regarding the NBA workshop for high school advisers seeking guidance in starting or enhancing a broadcasting 
program, Timm said 37 advisers are registered to attend this Saturday’s workshop at UNL. 

Other Business:  Regarding the P1 Learning “Introduction to Broadcast Advertising Sales” course, Timm stated UNL is 
set to continue the course this year and that UNO is set to start it. Regarding options that could lead to the 
recruitment and training of RF engineers, Timm outlined an option available through the Alabama Broadcasters 
Association and was asked to get a formal proposal for such a workshop for review at our next meeting. Timm then 
outlined a request from Legislative Liaison Craig Eckert that for a campaign to be created by Media of Nebraska 
members to educate citizens about Freedom of the Press and the media’s role in holding government officials and 
agencies accountable. A motion was approved to proceed with exploring the project. Timm then outlined his 
thoughts on the need to better embrace mid-level managers for the future health of NBA membership and 
participation. It was agreed to make this topic a point of broader discussion at our next meeting.   

Patten thanked everyone for their participation and the meeting was adjourned at 12:41p.m.                 
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If you feel like the number of legislative matters of concern to broadcasters is on the rise, you’re absolutely right.  
Effective government relations are an ongoing priority of the NBA. As we continue to advocate on your behalf, 
here’s a status report as of this publication deadline. 

Federal Issues 

Eliminating the Deductibility of Advertising as part of a broader Tax reform package 
is perhaps the greatest of many concerns at the time of this writing. The NBA and 
NAB have sent recent emails asking members to take quick and simple actions to 
make your concerns known (see related story in this issue). Interest in eliminating this 
deduction as a “pay for” for other tax reform interests seems to be growing and we 
need every member to act quickly to bolster our position. The Spectrum Repack is 
having effects on TV and Radio stations across America. Here’s the recipe for heart-
burn:  too few tower crews, too little time, pressure from wireless companies, and 
most recently – dozens of stations in need of significant repair and rebuilding follow-
ing the devastating string of hurricanes. Some Members of Congress recognize the 
potential impact of this issue and the NAB and NBA are urging broad support of 
measures that would provide needed leeway for broadcasters. Speaking of spectrum, 
Microsoft is making a play for free spectrum that would come at the expense of a 
vacant channel reserved for displaced LPTV and TV translator operators as result of 
the recent spectrum auction. Microsoft claims they need this particular white space 
to bring rural broadband to America when in fact plenty of white space for such a purpose already exists. The NBA 
board approved engaging our lobbyists at Walt Radcliffe and Associates to help set the record straight here in Ne-
braska while Microsoft works this issue across the country. While the battle over performance royalties from radio 
stations wages on, state broadcast associations and the NAB continue gathering support for the Local Radio Free-
dom Act. As of this writing 214 of the 218 signatures needed on the House resolution have been received. Nebraska 
Congressmen Bacon, Fortenberry and Smith signed the LRFA earlier this year and Senator Deb Fischer signed the 
Senate version of the resolution.   

State Issues 

Things are quieter on the state level, but the NBA is monitoring a handful of pending items. Regarding LB25 (winner 
take all), we are developing a plan to undertake before the 2018 session begins and will ask for member action when 
needed. The NBA has been involved in discussions on possible Silver Alert legislation, and while a couple of possible 
plans remain in discussion as of this writing, we have agreement from other interested parties that any such plan 
shall remain voluntary and that it will not include statewide EAS activation. We have also been a part of discussions 
on concerns of citizen privacy as it relates to Drone use. And through our partnership in Media of Nebraska, we re-
main vigilant on matters that could affect Freedom of Information.   

What You Can Do 

 Invite your federal, state and local elected officials to your station on a regular basis. After they 
address issues of concern to your audience on the air, get a few minutes in your office to discuss 
your concerns about issues impacting broadcasters. Nothing is more powerful than hearing    
directly from you – those whose businesses and employees are impacted by the issues at play. 

      

To learn more about any of these issues, contact Jim Timm at jim@ne-ba.org or 402-933-5995.         

Legislative Updates 

mailto:jim@ne-ba.org
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NBA Member Call to Action: Oppose Changes to Advertising Deductibility 

For the past two years, the NBA has been informing members of the potential for a tax reform package that could either 
eliminate or reduce the deductibility of advertising as a business expense.  Such a change would wreak financial hardship on 
broadcasters and advertising mediums of all kinds, as most businesses would likely reduce their ad spending to offset the 
loss of its deductibility.  Less advertising would lead to decreasing sales, resulting in less tax revenue for the government to 
collect.   

The National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) continues to work hard on your behalf to try to prevent this change from 
being included.  Please take the two simple actions outlined below and make your voice heard! 

Congress is expected to unveil a detailed tax proposal that 

may target the advertising tax deduction. We need your help 

now to fight any changes to the advertising deduction that 

could negatively impact stations.  

 

Here's what you can do:  

 

1. Click here to tell your members of Congress that slashing the ad tax deduction would hurt 
broadcast stations, put jobs at risk and impact your ability to serve your local communities.   

 
2. Recruit advocates. Let your advertisers know that changes to the ad tax deduction will make 

their advertising more expensive, hurting their ability to reach new customers and grow their 
business. Tell them to contact Congress using this tool and join Businesses Against the Ad 
Tax. 

 
By making our voices heard in Congress, we can ensure stations can continue to deliver the emergency 

© 2017 National Association of Broadcasters, 1771 N Street NW, Washington, DC 20036 

 
 

ACT NOW »  

http://www.mmsend61.com/link.cfm?r=r428X-sSBQv-CSgtf7Vlsg~~&pe=mx9fokAMQsb8uwrNJ4X3-yXOgMEwU8pZWX7ZVXMIIZEDlOpaaBWx3Q12l-zoxRCEhAZ2FQ8BTpDgNABGQ007RQ~~
http://www.mmsend61.com/link.cfm?r=r428X-sSBQv-CSgtf7Vlsg~~&pe=s_5ZBBW6g9D9hj4ZAl9lRVNoPDmKgZGyLJ1DB6nZC8gcAOYVOLzlAsEcZJJ4WSPFNfKQ2t1qr_DjTvn9bYAeNg~~
http://www.mmsend61.com/link.cfm?r=r428X-sSBQv-CSgtf7Vlsg~~&pe=_tTwr8B-2JBuhBDImR_nhTKVcKn-YSfCR-Uy8hmuzJCKhB0KjGH1pzqxqvIBXzFJV_oqj4ab5_4y6ousE_DZmg~~
http://www.mmsend61.com/link.cfm?r=r428X-sSBQv-CSgtf7Vlsg~~&pe=_tTwr8B-2JBuhBDImR_nhTKVcKn-YSfCR-Uy8hmuzJCKhB0KjGH1pzqxqvIBXzFJV_oqj4ab5_4y6ousE_DZmg~~
http://www.mmsend61.com/link.cfm?r=r428X-sSBQv-CSgtf7Vlsg~~&pe=_Ud9gqALa6g3lhmBGCOChL64ov8LYplwTzA64sSr4dy7tJ5YmqcdVfRr0OhkZUiYlDpzmrBW2iVakWCyfSC7Rg~~


At the NBA’s Annual Business Meeting on August 15 in La Vista, members in attendance thanked retiring board members 
for their service while approving a new slate of officers and directors.   

Chairperson Joy Patten thanked the following retiring board members for their outstanding service to the NBA:  C. Taylor 
Walet III of IHeart Media in Omaha, Vince Barresi of KHGI/KWNB TV in Kearney, and Associate Director Dara Troutman of 
the University of Nebraska Foundation.  Chairman Elect David Kelly then honored outgoing Chairperson Joy Patten with a 
plaque acknowledging her outstanding service in leading the board over the last 12 months.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following slate of officers and directors was approved for the NBA’s new operating year: 

 
 Notes:  * Stenger is filling the seat vacated by Susan Ramsett and will be eligible for a new three-year term to follow. ** 
Schwartz was eligible for a new three-year term after filling the final year of Kinzie’s term when Kinzie became an Officer. 
 

Officers 
Chairman of the Board    David Kelly   KTCH/KCTY, Wayne 
Chairperson Elect    Ariel Roblin   KETV TV, Omaha 
Vice Chairman     Graig Kinzie   KBRB AM/FM, Ainsworth  
Secretary-Treasurer    Mark Je nsen   MWB Broadcasting, Broken Bow/Ord  
Past Chairperson    Joy Patten   Alpha Media, Lincoln 
 

Directors, Broadcast         Term Concludes 
Ami Graham     NRG Media, Lincoln    2018   
Chris Walz     Walnut Radio, Fremont/Blair/Omaha  2018  
Dennis Brown     KBPY/KCSR, Chadron     2019   
Scott Poese     KBRX AM/FM, O’Neill     2019 
Angela Stenger*    Flood Digital Networks, Norfolk    2019 
Roger Moody     KLKN TV, Lincoln     2020 
Vic Richards     WOWT TV, Omaha     2020 
Chuck Schwartz**    KNEB AM/FM, Scottsbluff    2020   

 

Director, Associate 

Todd Murphy     Universal Information Services, Omaha   2020 
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  Meet Your NBA Chairman of the Board 

During our August convention, Chairman-Elect David Kelly became this year’s Chairman of your NBA. David is 
owner and general manager of KTCH and KCTY in Wayne. Jim Timm recently sat down with David for this in-
terview. 
 
Jim: Tell us about your early years. 
David: I was brought up in the Detroit area. My dad was a   
commercial artist. My mother was a homemaker.  
 
Jim: Were you always interested in broadcasting? 
David: We were the last family on the block to get a television. 
So I grew up listening to Detroit radio – first The Lone Ranger, 
Green Hornet, etc. and later the disc jockeys on iconic stations 
like WXYZ, CKLW and WJR. Of course I built a mock radio sta-
tion in my basement and started doing record dances in high 
school. I took my first on air job the day after high school gradu-
ation at a station in Mt. Clemens (a Detroit suburb). While attending Wayne University I worked at WQRS 
and WABX, both classical music stations. 
 
Jim: When did you transition from talent to ownership? 
David: Actually pretty early. Being on air was fun but I had this dream of owning my own station. So I started 
exploring the possibilities and my dad said he’d help. But he died suddenly so I was on my own. When I dis-
covered an unbuilt FM CP in Detroit I formed a corporation, sold stock and built WLIN (now WMXD). It was a 
two year learning adventure. I sold the station to WCAR, a 50,000 watt powerhouse. During that time I also 
married Sharon, my high school sweetheart. 
 
Jim: So you were out of work? 
David: Hardly. During the time I was waiting for FCC approval of the WLIN sale (which took 9 months to a 
year in those days) I applied for a new AM station at Manistique, a small town of 5,000 in Michigan’s upper 
peninsula. Applications were log jammed at the Commission with a predicted 3 to 4 year wait. However, 
shortly after filing, the FCC changed their engineering criteria and my application moved to 16th in the pro-
cessing line. I put WTIQ on the air in 1965.  
 
Jim: How did that work out? 
David: It was an incredible experience. It cemented my deep love for small town radio and added greatly to 
my business experience. There is magic to bringing local radio to a community. I am forever grateful for that 
opportunity. It was a great 9-year run. Plus both of my daughters were born in Manistique.  
 
Jim: Is that when you began heading west? 
David: Yes and no. From Manistique we moved to Green Bay. I worked for a while as sales manager at WNFL. 
While in Michigan I had become involved managing political campaigns. I left WNFL to work for a Wisconsin 
congressman and also manage his campaign. From there I took a job in Connecticut as national sales and 
marketing manager for a company that built cartridge tape equipment (remember those?) and later worked 
for Harris Corporation. That’s how I got to Sioux Falls. I left Harris to put an FM station on the air in Gregory, 
SD and that’s when I applied for the CP to build KWPN (now KTIC) in West Point. 
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Meet Your NBA Chairman, Continued 
 
Jim: More small town radio. 
David: Indeed. And another exhilarating experience. We started out as a 500-watt day timer and were able 
to increase power to 5,000 watts. We added FM, first at 6,000 watts and then to 50,000 watts. 13 years 
later I sold the station to Nebraska Rural Radio. 
 
Jim: And you retired? 
David: I did, at least from broadcasting. I got involved in several Subway franchises which I operated for 
about 10 years.  
 
Jim: So how did you wind up in Wayne? 
David: By way of background, while in West Point, in the mid-1990s, I acquired an FM CP for Albion. After I 
sold West Point I met Mike Flood who wanted to put a new station into Norfolk. That sale was the begin-
ning of my relationship with Mike and the birth of US-92. Ten years later, Mike had purchased KNEN in 
Norfolk. The Wayne radio stations were part of his deal and Mike wanted to spin them off. He convinced 
me to come out of radio retirement. 
 
Jim: How has that worked out? 
David: I love it because I love small market radio. But it’s an entirely different experience this time. In my 
other stations I was very “hands on” – involved in everything – sales, news, programming, and the business 
end. Today, I’m still totally involved, but only in an administrative role. And the internet allows me to work 
from anywhere. 
 
Jim: How do you see broadcasting’s future? 
David: One of the things being in this business for over 50 years provides is “perspective.” We have always, 
as an industry, been challenged with change and our ability to adapt to it. I remember when TV was “going 
to put radio out of business.” And in the 60s it was difficult to envision FM overtaking AM as a primary au-
ral delivery medium.  Our brothers and sisters in the TV business have experienced the same thing. Manag-
ing change is still on our menu. My other concern is maintaining relevance. If we are not careful, in our 
new digital environment, we could lose our place in the daily routine of our audiences. We need to use dig-
ital to enhance what we do – not replace it. 
 
Jim: Is there anything that our members might be surprised to learn about you? 
David: Nothing I’ll admit to! But seriously, many are probably unaware of my ‘other’ career. In the mid-70s 
I got involved in volunteer emergency medical service as a member of a rescue squad in Wisconsin. I con-
tinued on that path both in Connecticut and when I moved to West Point. I eventually became an EMS In-
structor for Northeast Community College and in 1989 went to Creighton and became a licensed paramed-
ic. I taught paramedics for Northeast and when I moved to Sioux Falls I worked ‘the streets’ for 5 years as a 
paramedic for the 9-1-1 provider, including helicopter and fixed-wing. 
 
Jim: What does your upcoming year as Chairman hold? 
David: As always, I expect the year will fly by. This is a great association and I’m working with a terrific 
board and the best association president in the country. There will be surprises and unexpected twists and 
turns. I expect we’ll continue to meet those challenges and add to our legacy. We’re already off to a great 
start. 
 
Jim: Thanks for your time. 
David: Likewise. And best wishes to all of our members for continued success this year, and beyond.   



On September 26, the NBA - with the technical support of NET - hosted a live webcast to review the implementation 
of Nebraska’s New Rules for Cameras in Trial Courts. The webcast was available to members of the NBA and the 
Nebraska Press Association.  

The consensus:  the new rule is a success and improvements can be made.   

The webcast included highlights from recent high-profile trials and a discussion of the new rules experience.  
Moderated by NET’s Bill Kelly, the panel included judiciary members Judge Gary Randall, Justice Jeff Funke and 
Judge Todd Hutton, and media members Rose Ann Shannon and Scott Buer of KETV, Jacque Harms of KNOP TV, and 
Lori Pilger and Ted Kirk of the Lincoln Journal Star.    

Panel members agreed that the new rules are largely a success. Judiciary members recounted various cases that have 
worked well and said that judges have collectively built on these successes. Media members cited successes others 
can learn from and adopt. All agreed that this is a new frontier for the judiciary and media and that we should 
celebrate what has been accomplished to date. Over 400 journalists are now credentialed. 

At the same time, panel members acknowledged room for improvement. Challenges remain with the physical setup 
of certain courtrooms, and with driving an understanding of the rules to all courtroom personnel, including law 
enforcement. It was agreed that constant communication and ongoing relationship building will enhance success.  
Justice Funke stated that judges are expected to organize events to meet with media informally to discuss what’s 
working and what needs improvement. Local media members were encouraged to communicate among themselves 
to iron out any media member challenges. 

At the conclusion of the webcast, NBA President Jim Timm presented NBA Chairman’s Awards to the following people 
for their outstanding efforts in expanding court camera access for Nebraska media: 

Justice Jeff Funke, Judge Todd Hutton, Judge Leigh Ann Retelsdorf, Rose Ann Shannon, Bill Kelly and Janet Bancroft, 
PIO for the Nebraska Supreme Court. The NBA also thanks Dr. Larry Walklin and Chief Justice of the Nebraska 
Supreme Court Mike Heavican  for their pioneering efforts to bring cameras to courtrooms. Today’s expanded rules 
would not exist if not for their efforts over many, many years.    

The training session was recorded and will be archived for a short time on the NBA website.   
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Cameras in Nebraska Courtrooms: Success Declared, Room to Improve 

Bill Kelly, Justice Jeff Funke, Jim Timm, 
 Janet Bancroft, Rose Ann Shannon, 

 and Judge Todd Hutton. 

Webcast panelists from inside NET studios. 
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FREE NBA Webinars: Mark Your Calendar! 

 Need help preparing your radio station Public File to go online? 

 Want to know the latest in EEO compliance regulations? 

 Could you use a refresher on Political Advertising requirements? 

 Looking for additional training for your Newsroom employees? 

 

The NBA can help you with all of these topics with a series of 
 FREE webinars over the coming weeks and months. 

 

Schedule 
 

Moving Your Radio Station Public File Online  Thursday, October 12, 11 AM CST/10 AM MST 
 
EEO Compliance      Wednesday, October 18, 12 PM CST/11 AM MST 
 
Political Rules and Regulations for 2018   Thursday January 18, 1 PM CST/12 PM MST  

 
 
 

Suggestions for 2018 NBA Newsroom Webinar topics are welcome!   
 

 
 

For more details on the webinars outlined above, as well as to submit your 
suggestions for  Newsroom webinar topics, contact Jim Timm at jim@ne-

ba.org. 

mailto:jim@ne-ba.org
mailto:jim@ne-ba.org
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One of the NBA’s primary ongoing objectives is to create a pipeline of future broadcasters by getting high school stu-
dents interested in pursuing a broadcasting or journalism degree and a broadcasting career path. Here is a recap of 
some of our recent “Future Talent” activities: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Recruiting Future Talent: High School Students & Broadcasting 

KHUB and KFMT Host Students:  On September 25, the employees of 
Walnut Radio’s KHUB and KFMT in Fremont hosted a group of high school 
students interested in exploring broadcasting careers. General Manager 
Chris Walz and Traffic Director Madonna Kilpatrick-Kielion got the stu-
dents involved in many facets of station operations including the on air 
operating system, voice tracking, the flow of traffic and more. Chris and 
Madonna used NBA’s “Channel You” materials and swag to help engage 
the students.   

Teaching the Teachers:  On August 19, the NBA conduct-
ed its first High School Adviser Workshop for schools 
interested in starting or enhancing their broadcasting 
curriculum. Teachers from 34 Nebraska high schools par-
ticipated in the workshop at Andersen Hall at UNL, which 
was led by Matt Rasgorshek of Creighton Prep High 
School. The teachers received hands on instruction in 
the areas of creating video packages and podcasting, and 
tips on outlining curriculum and buying the right equip-
ment. Feedback was positive and planning is underway 
for future workshops.      

NHSPA Summer Camp:  For the third consecutive year, the NBA participated in the Nebraska High School Press Association 
(NHSPA) summer camp at UNL. NBA President Jim Timm addressed the 130 students with an overview of broadcasting career 
opportunities. Taylor Siebert of Striv led the students through the in-depth three day video track.  KOLN/KGIN TV hosted the 
students for a tour led by Chief Photographer Lance Schwartz, followed by the students sitting in on the stations’ 2pm story 
meeting which was led by Assignments Manager Ryan Robertson. 
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Nebraska Army National Guard Returns to NCSA Program 

The NBA is pleased to announce that the Nebraska Army National Guard is returning to the NCSA (Non Commercial Sus-
taining Announcements) program beginning November 1. 

The recruitment and retention of Nebraska Army National Guard personnel is a matter of local, state and national securi-
ty. We have witnessed the deployment of Nebraska’s Guard troops to provide support following in-state emergencies.  
More recently, we have witnessed their deployment to assist in the wake of the devastating hurricanes. And in times of 
unease with certain overseas relations, a strong Guard at home helps provide strength abroad.   

Having NBA member stations air the forthcoming TV and Radio messages is critical to strengthening our Guard’s ranks.  
There are many unique benefits for people who join the Nebraska Army National Guard and we are requesting that all 
NBA members assist us in supporting this campaign. 

The NBA will be working with the following local Guard personnel to assist their recruitment and retention efforts: 

Lieutenant Colonel William Prusia, Commander 
of the Recruiting and Retention Battalion in 
Nebraska. The Fremont native received his M.A. 
of Education in Curriculum and Instruction from 
the University of Nebraska - Kearney. LTC Prusia 
and his wife, Angela, reside in Bellevue and have 
three children. Before his current position, LTC 
Prusia was a school teacher for Kearney Public 
Schools. LTC Prusia said "I am excited to be part-
nering with the Nebraska Broadcasters Associa-
tion to share the Guard’s story." 

Second Lieutenant Rachel Hofstra, Social Media 
OIC for the Nebraska Army National Guard. She 
is also a reporter and weather anchor at KLKN 
TV in Lincoln. She graduated from the University 
of Nebraska- Lincoln with a degree in Child Youth and Family Studies/Journalism and Mass Communications. LT Hofstra 
said "Renewing the partnership between the Army National Guard and the Nebraska Broadcasters Association is a huge 
step forward for the Guard. This is going to do great things for our organization." 

Sargent First Class Joseph L. Strack, Marketing & Advertising NCO.  Born in Kansas City, MO and raised for most of his 
life in Bassett, NE, Strack joined the Nebraska Army National Guard in March of 1999 while a Junior at Rock County High 
School. He started working with the Recruiting and Retention Battalion in 2008 as a Recruiting and Retention NCO in the 
Lincoln area. In 2015 he moved from a field recruiter to the Automation NCO position until taking over his current posi-
tion in May. “I look forward to meeting and working with all of you and thank you for all you do!” 

NCSA order entry and traffic instructions will be emailed to all member stations soon!   

 

Lt. Col William Prusia, Sargent First Class Joseph Strack, Second Lt. Rachel Hofstra 
recently visited the NBA office. 



Dick Chapin Honored by NBA As “Legendary Nebraska Broadcaster”   
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The Nebraska Broadcasters Association has honored industry legend Dick Chapin with a “Legendary Nebraska 
Broadcaster” award. The award was conferred to Chapin on August 25 by NBA Secretary-Treasurer Mark Jensen, 
Past Chairperson Joy Patten and President/Executive Director Jim Timm. 

Chapin, 94, said “Your thoughtfulness and time devoted 
to presenting me with the Legendary Nebraska 
Broadcaster Award was deeply appreciated and 
humbling. To be recognized by your peers in your home 
state is something I never dreamed of. This has made me 
feel really special and I owe it all to you and all the 
broadcasters in Nebraska. Please convey my heartfelt 
thanks to all of them. You have really touched me in a 
special way---and I will treasure the award forever.” 

Jensen proposed the creation of this exclusive honor to 
the NBA board of directors, stating “Dick Chapin is truly a 
one-of-a-kind leader in our industry. He has started and 
guided the successful careers of countless broadcasters, 
and has brought outstanding community service to 
dozens of cities as both an operator and as a broker who 
paired the right buyers with the right stations. We are blessed to have someone who has made such a strong 
impact on our industry right here in Nebraska.” 

The first broadcaster to be elected Chairman of the National Association of Broadcasters and of the Radio 
Advertising Bureau, Chapin’s career highlights and numerous awards are summarized on the NBA Hall of Fame 
website:  http://www.ne-ba.org/hof/  

 

  

 L to R:  Mark Jensen, Jim Timm, Dick Chapin and Joy Patten 

Special thanks to Kathy Rowch of UNO-TV for the photos of the  
KYNE tower deconstruction in the June issue of  The Modulator.  

 

http://www.ne-ba.org/hof/
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After 50 Years, Dr. Larry Walklin Retires from UNL 

If you’ve been around Nebraska broadcasting for any period of time, you’ve 
likely met if not at least heard about Dr. Larry Walklin. Countless NBA members 
had Dr. Walklin as a professor while attending the College of Journalism and 
Mass Communications at the University of Nebraska.   

On September 1, Dr. Walklin officially retired from UNL after 50 years as a facul-
ty member. The Modulator briefly interrupted his newfound retirement to gain 
some perspective on his career and passion for broadcasting. 

On his career at UNL:  “I started teaching at the University of Nebraska in 1967. 
Yes, I have completed 50 years on the faculty. Within two weeks of my start, I 
was in a car with students (who were organized by another faculty member) to attend the 1967 NBA convention, in 
Sidney. That opportunity to attend the 1967 convention was very much appreciated and marked the first of my 
attendance at 50 consecutive NBA conventions, including 2017. ” 

What he enjoyed most about teaching:  “I enjoyed the talented and dedicated students. The University of Nebraska 
attracts students who want to achieve.  So helping these students toward successful and productive broadcasting 
careers always was rewarding. One of the keys was the establishment of KRNU (FM) in 1970 with the help of the 
NBA leadership and with engineers employed by NBA member stations. With KRNU as a member, the students be-
gan to enter NBA contests and even win awards, but they felt a part of NBA and this helped them stayed interested 
in careers in Nebraska broadcast stations.”      

Plans for retirement:  “For several years I have volunteered at the Nebraska Library Commission to read materi-
als for the visually impaired and I now will have more time to do so. Also, I will continue to volunteer to help the Uni-
versity Archives with NU broadcasting materials and occasionally with the Nebraska State Historical Society.” 

Dr. Walklin’s contributions to the NBA are numerous. He served as NBA treasurer for 17 years, was board Chairman 
in 1991, and to this day serves as Chairman of our Hall of Fame committee and as a contributor to the NBA History 
Project. Amongst NBA journalists, Dr. Walklin is perhaps best known for his tireless efforts in matters of Freedom of 
Information. Dr. Walklin played a leading role in establishing rules to allow cameras in the Nebraska Supreme Court, 
which build a foundation for the very recent expansion of rules allowing camera use in Nebraska trial courts. The 
NBA inducted Dr. Walklin into our Hall of Fame in 1985.  

On the afternoon of Tuesday July 27, sev-
eral NBA members joined our appeal to 
support Senator John McCollister in his 
reelection campaign. The fundraising 
luncheon was held at Happy Hollow Coun-
try Club in Omaha and was arranged by 
NBA lobbyist Walt Radcliffe. NBA mem-
bers in attendance included Craig Eckert, 
Julie Gade, Mark Jensen, David Kelly, 
Roger Moody, Steve Seline and Jim Timm. 
Several other NBA members were unable to attend and sent campaign contributions to go along with the NBA’s con-
tribution. Senator McCollister has been a supporter of the NBA’s position on many matters including public records, 
open meetings and LB25, the “winner take all” bill.        

NBA Members Support Senator John McCollister 
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Rural Radio Network Adds UNL Studio 

KRVN and the Rural Radio Network will add a news bureau and production studio at Nebraska Innovation 
Campus this fall.  

"KRVN's radio network across the state will enable NIC to connect to everyone in Nebraska and share our 
stories," NIC Executive Director Dan Duncan said. KRVN will be a sponsor of The Club at NIC, a new net-

working, event and project space being created for entrepreneurs, faculty groups and Recognized Student Organizations.  

Locating a production studio at NIC will enable the station to cover stories connected to NIC partners, programs and events, as 
well as university-related and regional stories. The studio will also provide KRVN staff with a convenient location for university 
and regional leaders to record programming, participate in live interviews and create video content.  

"KRVN and the Nebraska Rural Radio Association have worked closely with the University of Nebraska for almost 70 years," 
said Craig Larson, the radio association's general manager. "Our mission is to serve agriculture and rural Nebraska. This ven-
ture is the next step as we help tell the story of agriculture in Nebraska." 

KRVN already works closely with the university's Institute of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources, hosting a weekly radio show with Mike Boehm, IANR's Harlan Vice Chan-
cellor.  

NIC is a research campus designed to facilitate new and in-depth partnerships be-
tween the university and private-sector businesses. At full build-out, NIC will be a 2.2-
million square-foot campus with uniquely designed buildings and amenities that in-
spire creative activity and engagement, transforming ideas into global innovation. For 
more information, visit http://www.innovate.unl.edu.  

KCMI Recovers Frequency Relocation Costs  

Christian Media Inc. (CMI) in Scottsbluff, operators of KCMI FM, has announced that their long-
running effort to be reimbursed for expenses surrounding the 2016 KCMI frequency change has 
been resolved. The station recently received payment for the expenses which totaled nearly 
$40,000. The costs included engineering and consulting fees, office supplies, advertising, legal fees, 
and licensing costs. 

In 2007, Appaloosa Broadcasting Corp. petitioned the FCC for FM frequency 96.9, to be used for a station in Nunn, Colora-
do, as 96.9 was the only available and satisfactory frequency in the Nunn area. The Federal Communications Commission, 
which governs the use of public airwaves, informed Christian Media Inc. about the petition in late 2007 and eventually or-
dered KCMI to change. 

CMI General Director Gary Almquist says, “We are extremely thankful to the Lord and relieved to have received reimburse-
ment for the channel change expenses. The staff and volunteers at KCMI faithfully carried out their responsibilities on a dai-
ly basis, even though they were also helping to deal with this difficult situation for the past 10 years. Our board, including 
president Gene Broeder, was especially helpful. Supporters were also heavily involved, as we needed to cover some of the 
frequency change expenses for some time ourselves.” 

In the beginning, the CMI board fought to keep the old 96.9 frequency because engineering studies indicated they would 
lose coverage area and listeners to the east, due to interference from a North Platte station also broadcasting at 97.1 
FM. While KCMI radio’s coverage did lose some ground to the east, there have been reports of improved reception in other 
places. 

Appaloosa Broadcasting owns more than two dozen radio stations, and Almquist says some have compared this situation to 
David vs. Goliath, due to the comparative sizes of the organizations involved. While the matter was sometimes contentious, 
Almquist said, “We harbor no ill will towards Appaloosa Broadcasting Corp.” 

KCMI has been independently owned and operated, carrying local and national Christian programming since 1981, and has 
operated at 100,000 watts since 1988. When the station changed frequencies to 97.1 in May of 2016, the station also be-
came known as “Hope Radio.” 

http://www.innovate.unl.edu/


Editor’s Note:  From time to time, we’ll be publishing items 
from the NBA archives. This issue includes information 
taken from Modulators from 1967, 1977, 1987 and 1997 
respectively. 

The NBA thanks President Emeritus Marty Riemenschneider 
compiling this edition of “NBA Rewind”. 

40 Years Ago - 1977 

David Rieck and Dennis E. Hall have agreed to buy KRFS AM/FM, Superior, NE for $157,500. Rieck was 
formerly with WNBF AM/WQYT FM, Binghamton, NY. Hull is operations manager for KLFM AM, Ames, Iowa. 

Chairman of the Board, George Allen of K-H-U-B, Inc., has announced Calvin Coleman from Decatur, Illinois as 
the station’s new General Manager. Coleman comes from WAND TV in Decatur, and replaces Dean Craun.   

The Director of the Nebraska Travel and Tourism Bureau, John Rosenow,  says that tourism 
in Nebraska is running 10% higher than it was a year ago, and attributes a good part of that 
to the efforts of radio and television stations throughout Nebraska. 

The new KMTV studios are under construction. The 46,000 square feet building is located at 
107th and Mockingbird Drive in Southwest Omaha.  Plans include two large studios, two 
control rooms and space for twice the present personnel. Cost is estimated at $2,000,000. 

30 Years Ago – 1987 

Changes at WOWT, Omaha. Ed Zachary has resigned as General Manager, and being replaced by Jim Smith.  
Smith served as GM of WOWT from 1977-81 when he went to KRON TV in San Francisco. John Dowd and Dave 
Lange, WOWT Sales Managers are leaving to form a Nebraska-based marketing corporation. Donald “Blue” 
Grubaugh has been named General Sales Manager and Rick Selah has been named Local Sales Manager.  

KHAS, Hastings and KGFW, Kearney were among the ten winners of the NAB’s new Crystal Radio Awards, at 
the NAB in Washington, D.C. Dirk Christensen accepted for KGFW and Jim Kokesh accepted for KHAS.  

KODY/KSRZ, North Platte stations have gone off the air until the FCC transfers their licenses to the new 
owners. North Platte Broadcasting does not want to stay in business until the transfer to Central Nebraska 
Broadcasting of Kearney takes place.  

25 Years Ago – 1997 

WOW FM, Omaha has been nominated for Large Market Station of the Year in the MARCONI  Radio Awards, 
one of the radio industry’s highest honors. Congratulations to GM Ken Fearnow and WOW FM on this honor. 

Football Luncheons!  As surely as Big Red mania returns to Lincoln each fall, so do the 
football luncheons return to the UNL College of Journalism. Media folks from across the 
state will be filling up with good food and good conversation at Avery Hall, right next to 
Memorial Stadium each week that the Cornhuskers play at home. Luncheons are 
cosponsored by the College of Journalism and various media organizations and are free to 
media people attending.  
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10 Years Ago – 2007 

New Market Manager for Clear Channel’s Omaha Radio Cluster (KFAB/KGOR/KHUS/KQBW/KXKT) is Taylor Walet.  Walet 
returns to Omaha after manager stops in Knoxville, TN, Wilkes-Barre/Scranton PA, and Richmond, VA.  He was General 
Manager at KEZO FM, Omaha and was in the Omaha market from 1989-1995.  He left Omaha to become Corporate VP of 
National Sales for Clear Channel from 1996-2000. 

Johnny Andrews, former Pinnacle Sports Manager and Salem Communications-Omaha GM, has retired and is moving to 
Tampa, Florida.  General Sales Manager,  Greg Vogt,  has added the Acting General Manager duties to his list of 
responsibilities.  

Journal Broadcast Group’s Steve Wexler has moved from Omaha to Milwaukee as General Manager of WTMJ TV, in 
addition to being the Executive VP of Television and radio operations for Journal. Replacing Wexler in Omaha is Rob Burton 
who had been VP/GM of Journal’s Wichita operations.   

KGFW’s legendary newscaster Paul Wice is retiring after forty years.  He came to the station in 1967, serving as afternoon 
announcer and news director.  He was the first recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Nebraska Associated 
Press and was responsible for the station receiving the coveted Mark Twain Award from the Associated Press five times.  

5 Years Ago – 2012 

After 16 years as Nebraska Education Telecommunications (NET) General Manager, Rod Bates announced his retirement.  
Bates is only the second leader in NET’s 58-year history. He was hired when the network’s founding General Manager Jack 
McBride retired in 1996.  

All five of Journal Broadcast Group’s Omaha radio stations have completed their relocation from the Crown Point location 
into the long-time home of Journal’s KMTV on Mockingbird Drive.   

A familiar voice to thousands on Northeast Nebraska radio listeners is leaving the airways after 32 years. 
WJAG News Director Jim Curry has accepted a position with Northeast Community College. During his years with the 
station he was honored many times for broadcast excellence by his peers.   

Clear Channel Media and Entertainment-Omaha announced the debut of the new 96.1 Kiss FM.  The new station plays all 
the hits….a mix of today’s biggest hit music.   

(continued)  
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Gary Fries 

Roger Flemmer 

Bruce Kopplin 

Wayne Specht 
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By Chris Lytle, NBA Sales and Sales Management Training Partner 

Picture this: I am a twenty-four-year-old know-it-all, selling radio advertising in Madison, 
Wisconsin. On this particular Tuesday, I am meeting with Len Mattioli, the owner of Ameri-
can TV and Furniture. 

We are sitting at a dinette set in the furniture department. Len’s employees keep inter-
rupting the meeting. When they aren’t intruding, Len loses focus on the meeting to make 
sure customers are getting waited on and sold properly. He can’t stay focused on the task 
at hand, which is getting the copy ready for the big weekend ad blitz. 

When I get back from the meeting, I go into the office of my sales manager, Phil Fisher. “I hate calling on that (bleep) 
Mattioli,” I tell him. 

“We don’t talk about our customers like that in this company, Chris.” 

“But he wasted an hour of my time,” I shoot back. 

“That’s your problem. You’re fired. Go home and think about what Len’s problems are. If you come back tomorrow 
and you’ve figured that out, I’ll hire you back.” 

I go home with another problem, the potential loss of my job. But instead of worrying about being fired, I start think-
ing about Len’s problem. The next morning I am at American TV and Furniture at ten o’clock when it opens. 

“Len, you’ve got a problem,” I say. 

“What’s that?” he wonders. 

“You spend an hour or two with me to get a couple of sixty-second spots written. Then you meet with all the other 
reps and do the same thing. You’ve got to be spending twelve hours a week getting copy done. Why don’t you let me 
handle all your production? I’ll even meet you after hours when you can focus on advertising alone. That way you 
can get a week’s worth of advertising done in an hour. That gives you eleven hours back to work on all the other 
things you have to get done.” 

“How much would you charge me?” he asks. 

I think for a minute and ask, “Why don’t you pay me a thousand dollars a month in merchandise?” 

“Deal,” he says. 

“Thanks, Len. I need some new bedroom furniture.” 

I got my sales job back and picked up a second job where I handled the advertising for one of the biggest accounts in 
the market. 

It happened when I took the best sales advice anyone has ever given me: “Quit worrying about your problems and 
start worrying about your customers’ problems.” 

Thanks, Phil. 

Getting Fired for This Was the Best Thing That Ever Happened to Me 



All RMT's are scheduled for the third Tuesday of each month by 
the Nebraska State Emergency Communications Committee (SECC). All 
times are central-daylight or standard, depending on time of year.  

2017 Required Monthly Test Schedule 
 

October 17 11 pm   November 21 10 am  December 19  11 pm 
 

2018 Required Monthly Test Schedule 
 
January 16 10 AM  May 15 10 AM  September 18  10 AM 
February 20 11 PM  June 19 11 PM  October 16  11 PM 
March 20 10 AM   July 17  10 AM  November 20  10 AM 
April 17 11 PM  August 21 11 PM  December 18  11 PM 

                                      
All Nebraska broadcasters and cable systems are encouraged to have a representative on the 
Nebraska EAS email list where you will receive updates on EAS tests and alerts. Go to www.NE-
EAS.org to register. 

This schedule is set by the Nebraska State Emergency Communications Committee (SECC) www.NE-

EAS.org and is also available on the Nebraska EAS Yahoo calendar:  http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

nebraskaeas/cal 
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Governor Ricketts Call-In Show Schedule 

More than 30 member radio stations across Nebraska carry the NBA 
Governor’s Monthly Call In Show, which originates from KFOR in 
Lincoln with distribution assistance from Husker IMG Sports. Call 
volume is strong and callers are increasingly passionate about their 
views on certain matters of concern. The NBA thanks our many 
affiliates and reminds you to promote each month’s program on the 
air, online and via social media.     

2017 Show Dates:   

October 23**   (New October date, announced on 9/19/17) 
November 20 
December 18 

All times 2pm Central/1pm Mountain unless otherwise noted; subject to change      
depending on Governor's schedule. 

Governor Pete Ricketts 

Nebraska Emergency Alert System 2017 

http://www.ne-eas.org/
http://www.ne-eas.org/
http://www.ne-eas.org/
http://www.ne-eas.org/
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nebraskaeas/cal
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/nebraskaeas/cal
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Welcome New Member Station 
 
 

KIOR LP, Omaha 

  2018 NBA Hall of Fame Nominations due by January 15 

Who will be inducted into the NBA Hall of Fame in 2018? 

Nominations are welcome through January 15, 2018. The form is available at 
http://www.ne-ba.org/hof/   

Completed nomination packets cannot exceed eight total pages including all doc-
uments: the nomination form itself (three pages maximum), recommendation 
letters (up to three, no longer than one page each) and any photos or other relat-
ed documents. 

Candidates nominated in years past can be re-nominated with a brief written re-
quest to jim@ne-ba.org. Information from candidates’ original nominations are 
on file at the NBA so no additional materials need to be prepared or sent to the 
NBA.          

Post open positions  

FREE  
on our NBA Careers Page. 

 
Contact Jim Timm at Jim@ne-ba.org. 

http://www.ne-ba.org/hof/
mailto:jim@ne-ba.org
mailto:jim@ne-ba.org
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The recent hurricanes have left dozens of fellow broadcasters in a dire financial situation. After unselfishly 
alerting and informing their audiences with critical local information, many found their homes destroyed 
and their families uprooted. 

Please consider helping fellow broadcasters with a donation to the Broadcasters Foundation of America. 

The Broadcasters Foundation of America’s emergency relief program distributes one-time grants of 
$1,000 to broadcasters in acute financial need after a disaster, such as a hurricane. 
 
The Foundation has reached out to the Florida, Louisiana and Texas Broadcasters Associations who are 
working with the Foundation to get the message to broadcasters in the area who might need help. 
 

To donate: https://broadcastersfoundation.org/ 

https://broadcastersfoundation.org/
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Chairman’s Club 

Platinum Level Donors ($2,000 or greater donation) 

Dick Chapin      John and Mary Mitchell 
Jason and Charlie Effinger    Scott & Gil Poese 
Mike Flood      Marty Riemenschneider   
David Kelly           Barbara and Harold Soderlund   

Lorena and Don Meier 
Roger Moody 
Steve Morris 
Phyllis Ned 
Will Norton, Jr. 
Randy Oswald 
Dick Palmquist 
Joy Patten 
Larry Rice 
Tom Robson 
Chuck & Judy Schwartz 
Howard H. Shrier 
Rick Siebert 
Robert E. Thomas 
Robert G. Thomas 

Patty and Paul Aaron 
Dave Birnie 
Charlie Brogan 
Eric Brown 
Ulysses Carlini, Sr. 
Ulysses Carlini, Jr. 
Dick Cavett 
ConAgra Foundation, Inc. 
Craig Eckert 
Ken Elkins 
Dennis and Connie Ernest 
Ken Fearnow 
Julie Gade 
George Haskell 
Howard Kennedy 

Chairman's Club Donors ($1,000-$1,999 donation) 

Donations to the NBA Foundation “Chairman’s Club” help fund the $30,500 in annual 
scholarships awarded to Broadcasting and Journalism students at Nebraska Colleges and 
Universities.  Please consider becoming a member of our Chairman’s Club and supporting 
our future broadcasters! 
 
Thanks to WJAG, KEXL and KQKX Radio of Norfolk for becoming our newest Chairman’s 
Club members. 

November 8 NBA Board of Directors Meeting  - Lincoln 

2018 

January 15 NBA Hall of Fame 2018 nomination deadline: 

March 31 Nebraska Elections: Lowest Unit Charge (LUC) window opens 

April 7-12 NAB Show  - Las Vegas, NV 

May 15  Nebraska Primary Election 

August 14-15 NBA Annual Convention  - Lincoln 

Sept. 25-28 NAB Radio Show  - Orlando, FL 

Important Dates 


