
Each month, a Broomfield Master Gardener profiles one of the Xeric plants in the Demonstration Garden located 
just east of the City and County Building. If you've strolled through the garden, you know it's a beautiful, relaxing 
spot to take a break, eat lunch, or get some water-wise ideas for your own yard. Special thanks to the Master 
Gardener volunteers and Parks employees for their hard work in maintaining this hidden gem! 

 
December 2019 Xeric Plant: 

Common Snowberry (Symphoricarpos albus) 
 

By Deb Hayward, Broomfield Master Gardener 

 
What’s in a name? Plenty, in this case. The Latin 
“symphori-” means connected or together and “carpos” 
means fruit. “Albus” means white. The Snowberry shrub 
bears white clustered fruits that form after the small pink 
flowers have fallen in late summer. 
 
The Snowberry is native to a large area of North America 
from southern Alaska to southern California and across 
the northern states. A highly adaptable shrub, it’s found 
growing wild in forests, clearings, on rocky slopes and 
even in low wet areas. This perennial shrub provides 
food for a variety of birds, deer, and even bears, and it 
offers shelter and nesting sites for a variety of small 
animals as well. 
 
In the landscape garden, this ornamental shrub produces 
upright and arching branches. More branches grow from 
underground stems and can spread into a thicket, so it 
will overtake nearby plants over time. It can grow three to 

six feet tall with the same amount of spread, so it’s best to give this shrub plenty of room or to 
limit its spread with barriers such as edging or walls. It grows easily in sun, part shade and 
even shady areas, and it has low water needs. It stands out especially in winter because of its 
white clustered berries against bare brown stems. If you take a walk through the Broomfield 
Xeriscape Garden, you’ll easily see a Snowberry shrub with its pretty white berries.  
 
The Snowberry is known to have toxicity if ingested by humans or dogs, so keep this in mind 
before planting in your landscape. 
 
A final note: In folklore, the Snowberry has been called Corpseberry and described as food for 
wandering ghosts.  
 
For more information, visit: 
Water Wise Plants Database 
 

https://www.waterwiseplants.org/find-a-plant/common-snowberry/

