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A resource for renewal in the Catholic Church.

Belong is a resource for communities to draw youth 
and young adults into the life and mission of the 
Church. 

It provides a clear pathway of implementation for 
Dioceses, Parishes and schools seeking to be involved 
in the Extraordinary Mission Month (October 2019) 
and beyond.

Extraordinary 
Renewal.

belong.

WHAT?
SUPPORTING FORMATION AND 
MISSION PATHWAYS.

Belong is a formation and mission resource that 
focuses on a theology of encounter, proclamation of 
the kerygmatic Gospel and participation in the life and 
mission of the Catholic Church.

The resources have been developed to address the 
four dimensions of the Extraordinary Mission 
Month: encounter, testimony, formation and action. 

Together, they form a pathway within the process of 
belong, believe and become. 

All formation programs have a focus on supporting 
missionary renewal through recognising ‘entry points’ 
into the faith. 

ENCOUNTER
A personal encounter 
with Jesus living in 
His Church through the 
Eucharist, Scripture, 
and prayer.

TESTIMONY
Testimony as an 
expression of the 
Church scattered 
throughout the world.

FORMATION
Missionary formation 
that is biblical, 
catechetical, spiritual 
and theological.

ACTION
Becoming missionary 
disciples, marked by 
acts of charity.

“Missionary action is the paradigm of 
every work of the Church.” 

- Evangelii Gaudium 15

Groups + Masses + Prayer + 
Scripture + Testimony



AWAKENING & REINVIGORATING MISSION.

WHO?
RENEWAL FOR ALL. 

Parishes, schools, communities and individuals can 
access all Extraordinary Mission Month resources.

Belong is designed to be relevant and accessible for 
the universal Catholic Church. The programs are to be 
accessible for contexts where the Church is both a new 
and existing reality. 

PARISH

SCHOOL COMMUNITY

Pope Francis has announced the Extraordinary Missionary 
Month (October 2019) to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 
Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud.

Awakening the awareness of the missio ad gentes (mission 
to the nations), and reinvigorating the sense of responsibility 
for proclaiming the Gospel with new enthusiasm, are themes 
that combine the pastoral concern of Pope Benedict XV in 
Maximum Illud with the missionary vitality expressed by Pope 
Francis in his recent writings Evangelii Gaudium (Joy of the 
Gospel) and Christus Vivit (Christ is Alive).

Extraordinary 
Mission Month 
October 2019



TIMELINE
GROUP TESTIMONY SCRIPTURE

JULY

AUGUST 

SEPTEMBER

OCTOBER
Extraordinary 
Mission Month

NOVEMBER 

PRAYER MASS

Group 1
Theme: Encounter

Group 2
Theme: Testimony

Group 3
Theme: Formation

Group 4
Theme: Action

Testimony 
Workshop

Conduct Testimony 
Workshop 

in schools and 
Parishes

Study 1
Theme: God Loves

Study 2
Conduct Group 

Theme: Christ Saves

Study 3
Theme: He is Alive

Study 4
Theme: I Am Alive

Mission Rosary
Theme: 

Baptised and Sent

Youth / Mission 
Mass

Theme: 
Baptised and Sent

Beyond
Explore renewal opportunities for continued implementation beyond the Extraordinary Mission Month

Implementation Timeline
Extraordinary Mission Month

BELIEVE
Prayer 
Scripture

BECOME 
Testimony

BELONG
Group
Mass

+ BEYOND 
Connect beyond 
EMM initiatives

RESOURCES
BELONG. BELIEVE. BECOME.

Belong resources include resources for 
formation and mission across small 
groups, Masses, prayer, scripture and 
testimony.

Resources are made available in English, 
Italian, French, Spanish and Portuguese. 
Partners can support the translation into 
other languages.

The renewal resources are freely 
accessible.



BELONG

GROUP
Encounter is a four part small group series, for 
youth or young adults groups, that seeks to facilitate 
relevant and engaging opportunities for formation and 
fellowship. The themes explored in the initial series 
are based around the dimensions of the Extraordinary 
Mission Month: encounter, testimony, formation and 
action.
Resources: Small group series including leader and 
participant handouts and PowerPoint presentations.

MASS 
Youth Masses or Mission Masses highlight the 
engagement of young people and their families into 
the Eucharist and the broader life and mission of the 
Church. These Masses provide an opportunity of 
invitation for the Church to reach out and invite others 
into the Eucharist.
Resources: Youth Mass Guide, Youth and 
Mission Mass Template, Mass promotional material.

BELIEVE

PRAYER
Seed is the intercessory prayer resources that encourage 
a deepening in personal prayer whilst highlighting 
prayer for the mission of the Church. The initial prayer 
resource includes the Mission Rosary.
Resources: Intercessory Prayer Handout, 
Mission Rosary Handout, template program and 
promotional resource.

SCRIPTURE
Believe is a four part bible study on the that can be 
used in small group contexts. The themes explored 
in the initial series are based around the great truths 
explored in Christus Vivit: God Loves, Christ Saves, 
He is Alive, We are Alive. 
Resources: Small group series including leader 
and participant handouts.

BECOME

TESTIMONY
Share Your Story is a workshop and training program 
that forms and equips individuals to prepare and deliver 
their testimony in all variety of circumstances.
Resources: Testimony workshop, training video, 
handout, testimony examples



WHY?
GOD LOVES YOU. CHRIST SAVES YOU. HE IS ALIVE.
- CHRISTUS VIVIT

Belong is based on the conviction that all are invited to belong to the Church, believe in Christ and become a Christian.

The local Church community provides the context for this process of belong, believe and become within the Catholic faith 
through a number of entry points. These entry points are facilitated through a process of accompaniment into an encounter with 
Christ and His Church. Belong supports these communities in overcoming challenges faced in facilitating these moments of 
encounter through the delivery of a streamlined formation and mission pathway, targeted to youth and young adults. 

The Extraordinary Mission Month in October 2019 seeks to engage all faithful into formation and mission. It is not an end in 
itself, but a means to revitalise, renew and reawaken ongoing commitment to the life and mission of the Church. It provides an 
opportunity to focus on missionary renewal across four domains: encounter, testimony, formation and action. 

The emphasis on reigniting and reawakening the awareness of the baptismal call to mission and the responsibility of proclaiming 
the Gospel are evident in the current context of the Church beyond the Extraordinary Mission Month. Drawing on initiatives 
such as the Synod on Young People, Faith and Vocational Discernment and the Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit, combined 
with Church documents such as Maximum Illud and Evangelii Gaudium, Belong seeks to make the Church’s mission a practical 
reality for all baptised, including youth and young adults.

The initial formation programs seek to provide a clear pathway to realise the aspirations of the Extraordinary Mission Month. 
Above all, the aim of these resources are to ensure all feel as though they belong in the life and mission of the Church.  Following 
the Extraordinary Mission Month, Belong will release further resources that support renewal in Catholic communities.

Belong resources have initially been developed within the Archdiocese of Canberra and Goulburn, Australia by a leader in youth 
ministry Huw Warmenhoven in collaboration with Catherine Ransom from Catholic Mission.
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ACCESS THE RESOURCES TODAY
WWW.BELONGRESOURCE.COM

All resources can be accessed for free at www.belongresource.com. 

To access the resources, click on the menu bar, then ‘Resources’ and sign up for your own personal account. 

All Parishes, schools and individuals associated with your organisation can also make their own personal account.

(C) Belong 2019.



A resource for renewal in the Catholic Church.

belong.


