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The regular meeting of the Richfield Town Board was held on Monday, December 21, 2015.  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by supervisor Enjem.  Other board members in attendance were Bond, Eckler, Palumbo, and Snyder.

The meeting began with a duly advertised public hearing on proposed Local Law #1 of 2016, “A LOCAL LAW IMPOSING A MORATORIUM ON CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL LAND USES WITHIN THE TOWN OF RICHFIELD.”  Public Comments:

Harold Ferguson – is the moratorium an attempt to put an end to the wind towers or delay the project?  Councilman Palumbo – the document is not intended to stop any particular project.
Dan Sullivan –The moratorium is to temporarily stop projects.  The law is subject to 239m review by the county.
Jane Feisthamel – what is a 239m review? (The county reviews the law and sends back a response to the town.)  Feisthamel asked Councilman Palumbo if the moratorium blocks the wind towers.
Sheldon Hansel – there are many windmills out west and land is being worked right underneath them.  Will wind mills bring money to the town?  Supervisor Enjem – only if they produce energy.  Patrick Doyle - the town gets money even if no energy is produced.
Nick Palevsky – the local law should be presented as a resolution first.  No resolution has been presented.
Patrick Doyle – at the November meeting the public hearing was set by board discussion.  Doyle commented that the Planning Board carefully followed the land use document and asked the Town Board not to implement the moratorium.
Leslie Weaver – a six month moratorium makes sense.  The town ordinance should not have allowed the project.
Dawn Seamon – the moratorium is about large scale industry.
Geraldine Wong – commented on TREPS; how everyone will be impacted.
Councilman Eckler asked Comprehensive Plan Committee member Sullivan if Elan Planning requested a moratorium. 
Councilwoman Bond asked Sullivan what a moratorium will do to the plans for the two industrial parks in the town.  Sullivan does not know at this time.
Councilman Palumbo has received correspondence from Sandy Mathes concerned with any impact the moratorium may have on projects already in the works.  The IDA recommends the town does not pass a moratorium.  Elan Planning feels that just knowing the town is developing a comprehensive plan may keep away industries.
Richard Laurenzo - is confused as to what is covered.  Nothing not approved can move forward?

There was a discussion and disagreement over who drafted the original moratorium.  It was presented to the board by the supervisor as a document that came from Attorney Merzig.  Councilman Eckler has checked with Attorney Merzig, Merzig said the document was presented to him only to proof, he did not write it.
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Supervisor Enjem does not agree with landowners that wrote letters of support for the wind project and asked them if they had read the Host Community Agreement.
Patrick Doyle – it is not the roll of the landowners to negotiate the HCA.  People should not be questioned.
Cindy Klum – has the agreement been approved?
Veronica McCoy – this meeting is about the moratorium, follow procedure.
Carol Faribault – asked that the board pass the moratorium tonight or at a future meeting.
Lucy Saluan – wants to make sure there will be no harm to her horse farm or themselves.
Larry Frigault – the board can have a public hearing at any time, even before the 239m review.

Councilman Palumbo asked if the county would be ruling in on any projects.  Sullivan – he doubts that.  Councilman Eckler has spoken with Elan Planning, and they do not require the moratorium.  Sullivan explained that it was the motivation of the Comprehensive Plan Committee to not include Elan in this matter.

Richard Laurenzo – the board should decide who will follow up with the 239m.
Larry Frigault – table the matter for tonight; work with the county on the 239m, and then vote.

Motion by Enjem, second by Eckler to close the public hearing at 7:00 PM and convene the regular meeting.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Palumbo – yes, Snyder – yes, Enjem – yes.

Before the board voted on the December bills, Councilman Eckler asked why the Fargo bill was back in when it was already approved for payment so that we can move forward with an alarm system at the Town Hall/Garage.  Supervisor Enjem said the signed, approved voucher had the amount crossed out and changed; you can’t cross out and change an amount.  Voucher # 235 was held out because of a difference of three cents.  Vouchers # 247, 039, and 062 needed the Supervisors signature.  Motion to pay claims with the above noted changes by Enjem, second by Palumbo.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Palumbo – yes, Snyder – yes, Enjem – yes.

			A General				$     7,353.53
			DA Highway				$   14,561.79
			DB Highway				$   12,470.22
			SL Street Lighting			$          84.73
						Total		$   34,470.27

Motion to approve minutes of November 16, 2015, and November 23, 2015, by Enjem, second by Snyder.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Palumbo – yes, Snyder – yes, Enjem – yes.

Dan Sullivan reported on the successful open house held on December 8, 2015 by the Comprehensive Plan Committee at the Community Center. Comments are still coming in. The next tentative meeting date is January 25, 2016, at the Community Center. 

Highway Superintendent Kress reported that due to the weather the town has saved a lot of money on snow removal.
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The clerk has had a call from the Village of Richfield Springs asking about the status of the 2016 Fire and Ambulance Protection Contract.  A public hearing will be scheduled.

Planning Board Chairman Urtz reported that the Planning Board has approved the Special use Permit for the Wayne L. King Memorial.

County Representative McCarty informed the public that the county has passed a $99.6 million budget; a lot of organizations took a financial hit.  McCarty suggested a county administrator may be a way to go.  The radio projects are going forward.  The sheriff and highway department radios may be hooked up in February.

Old Business
Councilman Palumbo reported that the justice court audits were completed on December 10, 2015.

New Business

A public hearing on the 2016 Fire and Ambulance Protection Contract.

Councilwoman Bond suggested that the DEC contract for ice fishing should maybe be reviewed.

Councilman Eckler questioned why the supervisor did not set a special emergency meeting to deal with the unit heater problem in the garage.  Four of the board members requested the meeting.  Supervisor Enjem did not feel it was an emergency.

Motion by Eckler, second by Snyder to replace the heaters and give Highway Superintendent Kress the authority to deal with Air Temp.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Palumbo – yes, Snyder – yes, Enjem – yes.  After a discussion on who will take care of the 239m letter, Councilman Palumbo will do it.

The end of the year meeting will be held on December 31, 2015, at 9:00 AM at the Richfield Town Hall.

A public hearing on the proposed Local Law #1 of 2016, “A LOCAL LAW IMPOSING A MORATORIUM ON CERTAIN INDUSTRIAL LAND USES WITHIN THE TOWN OF RICHFIELD” will be held at the regular meeting of the Town Board, January 18, 2016, at 6:00 PM.

Motion to adjourn at 7:41 PM by Snyder, second by Palumbo.  Bond – yes, Eckler – yes, Palumbo – yes, Snyder – yes, Enjem – yes.

______________________________
Monica Harris, Clerk

