
Sermon 36: 2 Samuel 5: David Anointed King

OUTLINE

Ascendency
Occupancy
Prosperity
Victory

INTRODUCTION

Chapter fives acts as a scrapbook collection of God’s promises fulfilled to David.  We have 
been looking at David’s long journey and preparation to be king.  We have followed David 
the young boy anointed king who fought in Saul’s army; David the refugee running for his 
life; David the mercenary and his stint in the Philistine army; and David the king of one tribe
in the midst of a civil war.  Chapter 5 acts to show God’s promises to David fulfilled, and 
how it pulls out some highlights to indicate God’s faithfulness.  This is highlighted by the fact
that this chapter is not a straight chronological narrative.  V1-3 David being coroneted king 
would have come first.  Then the Philistine attacks of v17-25; then David would have 
secured Jerusalem 6-10; and then in the last ten years of his life Hiram of Tyre would have 
sent supplies to build David a house, v11-12.

There are four events pulled out for us to appreciate, they are David’s ascendency to the 
throne; his occupancy of Jerusalem; his prosperity; and his victory over his enemies.  

Ascendency

V1, ‘Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, "Behold, we are your 
bone and flesh.’  There is not much of an impression given by this verse of what is meant by
all the tribes, but 1 Chron. 12 gives us a picture.  V37 tells us that 120 000 fighting men in 
all their military regalia came to Hebron.  This was no backwater event, but a show stopping
multitude.  There was a feast feeding all these people for three days.  David had originally 
been anointed by Samuel; then by the tribe of Judah and now we see his third anointing by 
all of Israel with 120 000 witnesses present.  

They give three reasons for accepting David as King; he is of Israelite stock, their bone and 
flesh.  In the past it was David who led the armies of Israel.  And thirdly, God had made a 
promise to David, ‘And the LORD said to you, 'You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, 
and you shall be prince over Israel.'"  The most important reason has the place of 
prominence.  God’s promise is fulfilled, this is the note being struck.  You and I need 
constant reminding that God keeps His promises.  It may be a simple thing to know but it is 
not always so simple to believe.  Think about how God fulfilled the promise for David.  David
had to go through many trials and difficulties.  He had to risk his life against Goliath.  He 
had to fight on the front lines for Saul.  He had to suffer betrayal by his king and 
countrymen.  He lost his wife, his best friend, his job, reputation and house.  He had to 
leave his country and serve among idolaters being far from the temple.  He had to endure 
difficulty in the wilderness.  He had to survive Ish-Bosheth; Abner, and Joab.  But God has 
kept his promise.  Does your life feel a little like David’s journey?  Do you lose hope and 
wonder about the purpose of it all?  Remember God keeps His promises.  There was no 
moment when God had forsaken David, no moment that He was not in charge, no moment 
when it seemed uncertain that God’s will would come to pass.  Delays and difficulties are no 
indication of a failure on God’s part.  



This moment is crowned with a summary of David reigning for 40 years, v4-5.

Occupancy

We have just had mentioned that David ruled in Hebron for 7 years and Jerusalem for 33.  
The narrative chooses to follow this line of thought and explain how David came to possess 
Jerusalem.  V6, ‘And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the 
inhabitants of the land, who said to David, "You will not come in here, but the blind and the 
lame will ward you off"---thinking, "David cannot come in here."’  The Jebusites were a long 
standing nation in Canaan.  There was a promise given to Abraham in Gen. 15:18-20, ‘On 
that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your offspring I give this land, 
from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, 
the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the Amorites,
the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites."’  Notice the last tribe mentioned, it is the
Jebusites.  In other words, what we are seeing here is once again, a long standing promise 
made to Abraham coming to pass.  

Jerusalem has a long history having been the Salem that Melchizedek was king over.  Mount
Moriah is the present temple mount where Abraham was going to sacrifice Isaac.  The 
famous threshing floor of Araunah became the place where the temple came to be built.  It 
was neutral territory as it had not yet been fully occupied by Israel.  Being a Canaanite place
it would have been filled with idolatry and the various forbidden practices prohibited by 
God’s law.  We see David conquering it and it is named Zion for the first time.  The city of 
David where the King abides, and becomes a type for more than a mere city in Israel but a 
picture of the very Church of God.  ‘Jonathan Edwards says Jerusalem was the greatest 
picture of the church in the Old Testament.  He writes of it, ‘It was redeemed by David, the 
captain of the hosts of Israel, out of the hands of the Jebusites, to be God’s city, the place 
of holy rest forever where He would dwell.  So Christ, the captain of His people’s salvation, 
redeems His church out of the hands of the devils, to be His holy and beloved city.’1  Many 
have compared the arrogant self-assured insults of the Jebusites to the arrogant self-
assured insults of the unbeliever.  But Christ is able to overcome what would normally be 
impregnable.  The power of His Spirit to scale the thickest wall is unbeatable.

David used the water shaft to attack.  He promised the generalship to whoever led the 
charge.  Joab led the charge and Jebus was taken, the Jebusites defeated, the promise to 
Abraham fulfilled, and a neutral place for the capital city secured for a newly united nation.  
However, like our own hearts, David did not wipe out all the Jebusites and we will have to 
continue to wage war against the rebel factions of remaining Jebusites.  

Prosperity

Having told the story of how David secured Jerusalem the narrative jumps about 20 years 
ahead to show how David’s throne and house are established through the generosity of 
Hiram the king of tyre.  This would be the same Hiram that provided wood for Solomon to 
build the temple.  Israel stood between Egypt and Tyre which was a trading city, to win 
David’s favour would keep the main route to Africa over land open.  One cannot help but 
think of the promise of Gentile nations bringing their riches to Israel in Is. 60:10, ‘Foreigners
shall build up your walls, and their kings shall minister to you; for in my wrath I struck you, 

1 Ellsworth, p150.



but in my favour I have had mercy on you.’  Think of this as a glimpse of gentiles flooding 
into the kingdom in the NT.    
  
V12 is key to understanding and interpreting these events, ‘And David knew that the LORD 
had established him king over Israel, and that he had exalted his kingdom for the sake of 
his people Israel.’  David recognises that it is not because of His own strength but by God 
that he has prospered.  David realised that it was not as if David was God’s favourite and all 
of this had been done for David.  No, David was prospered for the purpose of benefitting 
the nation.  David was not a king like other nations, he was a servant king.  We cannot help 
but think of Christ who was the Servant King.  He gave up His glory and place in order to 
serve us by dying for us.  As we observe our privileges and blessings we must not think in 
the way the prosperity gospel does that it is all about our desires being satisfied, but that 
God has blessed us in order that we might be a blessing to others.

Sadly we continue to be reminded of David’s sins as he takes more wives and concubines to 
himself, v13-14.  Please notice that Solomon who had Bathsheba for his mother is in the list.
David broke God’s clear command in Deut. 17:17, ‘And he shall not acquire many wives for 
himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for himself excessive silver and gold.’  
Perhaps the warning here is of the dangers of doing well, of having buying power and peace
and the sins we commit in times of prosperity.  

Victory

The chapter ends with a double defeat of the Philistines.  In v17 we are taken back in time 
to David’s coronation, ‘When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over 
Israel, all the Philistines went up to search for David. But David heard of it and went down 
to the stronghold.’  David who had been among them, David who had killed their champion, 
David who had lied to them, they were probably thinking that they were going to teach this 
betraying scoundrel who the real power was.  They might have thought David was a vassal 
and when he defeated Ish-bosheth that he would submit himself to them.  Either way they 
come out for war against him.  There are several important things to note about these 
engagements.  Firstly, David inquired of the Lord before engaging with the enemy.  He was 
not cocky, pride is prayerless, all prayerlessness is a form of pride.  It means we don’t think 
we are as weak as we really are, and as needy of God as we are, but David seeks God’s will.
Secondly, notice as God gives the victory how David magnifies the Lord in renaming the 
places of victory.  V20, ‘And David came to Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there. 
And he said, "The LORD has burst through my enemies before me like a bursting flood." 
Therefore the name of that place is called Baal-perazim.’  The word Baal meant Lord and 
this name means ‘Lord of bursting through’.  He is comparing God’s power over the 
Philistines to an unstoppable flood.  Thirdly, notice that David captured the Philistines idols, 
v21, ‘And the Philistines left their idols there, and David and his men carried them away.’  
This was a clear message to the Philistines that their gods are not gods and the victory 
proves it.  In the last battle we see a change in tactics and God tells David to go around 
from the rear.  

And when they hear marching in the trees, then attack because the Lord has gone out 
before to strike the enemy.  The chapter ends with a statement about David doing all that 
God commanded and so he had the victory.  When I look at David in this chapter I see two 
different Davids.  There is David with a sword in his hand and depending upon God, he is 
prayerful, obedient and successful fulfilling the will of the Lord.  But David at home is a 
different man.  We see him piling up wives and concubines and children.  This is a major 
inconsistency in David’s life which can be in ours too.  Are you two different people?  is 



there an area of your life where you are obedient and then another where you are not?  Are
you a consistent servant of God who is the same in public and private?  David established 
his throne by his sword but then broke it down by his bedroom antics.  

The story will return to this reality.  But for now we are seeing God fulfilling His promises, by
David’s ascendency, his occupancy, his prosperity and his victory.      
                  


