
Grace Groups Homework 

“Approved, and Proved” 
Mark 1:9–13          18 March 2018 

 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
1. Have you been witness to the beneficial effects of affirmation in your life or in that of another’s? 

 
 
 
 

WORLDVIEW 
2. For a believer, baptism is a public demonstration of allegiance to Christ who saves. Do you think that 

there are equivalents for unbelievers, whereby they publicly declare their allegiance to their 
functional saviour? What examples can you think of to demonstrate? 

 
 
 
 

INTO THE BIBLE 
3. The heavens being torn opened, and the Spirit of God descending, speak to a divinely orchestrated 

event in which God is at work. How do you understand all that was going on at Jesus’ baptism after 
considering the context established in the following verses? What paradigm shifts are occurring at the 
Lord’s baptism? 

 
Genesis 1:1–2—In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters. 
 
 
 
 
Genesis 8:6–12—At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and 
sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. Then he sent 
forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the ground. But the dove 
found no place to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, for the waters were still on the 
face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and brought her into the ark with him. 
He waited another seven days, and again he sent forth the dove out of the ark. And the dove came 
back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew 
that the waters had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven days and sent forth the 
dove, and she did not return to him anymore. 
 
 
 
 
Isaiah 42:1–4—Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put 
my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
or make it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not 
quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has 
established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. 
 
 
 
 



Romans 3:21–26—But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God,  and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 
whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith 
in Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
1 Corinthians 12:12–14—For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptised into 
one body— Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. For the body 
does not consist of one member but of many. 

 
 
 
 
DIGGING DEEPER 
4. The fact that Jesus willingly submitted to being baptised is both precious and confusing. What about 

his baptism is marvellous, and what do you find difficult to understand? 
 
 
 
 

5. Why is the fact that the Father is pleased with his Son good news for us today?  
 
 
 
 

6. Of what significance is it to you that, after Jesus received this divine affirmation, he was immediately 
confronted by a severe, testing, wilderness experience? And what is the significance for you of the 
outcome of this wilderness temptation and the duelling with the devil? 

 
 
 
 

7. How has your appreciation of the person and the work of the Lord Jesus been influenced by this 
prologue to the Gospel of Mark? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

As you do your regular grocery shopping, please remember to add something to your trolley to donate to the Food for the 
Family ministry. Regularly used items include: rice (1kg or 2kg); juice; washing powder (auto or hand wash); cooking oil (750ml 

or 2-litre); peanut butter; syrup; jam; tea; coffee; sandwich spread; pilchards; tuna; cake flour; baked beans; butter beans; 
mixed vegetables; tomato and onion mix; other canned foods; Cremora or long-life milk; pasta; noodles; condiments (tomato 
sauce, mustard), etc.; sugar (1kg or 2.5kg); mielie meal; bath soap; deodorant (roll-on); toothpaste. Speak to Patson Ngidi for 

more information. 


