
You’re  Invited : RSVP
The Official Newsletter For Members of RSVP OF WESTCHESTER 

You’re  Invited : RSVP
The Official Newsletter For Members of RSVP OF WESTCHESTER 

WINTER 2019 /  VOL.1 / № .1WINTER 2019 /  VOL.1 / № .1



2     You’re Invited: RSVP

Welcome!
Welcome to the first edition of You’re Invited: RSVP, The Official Newsletter 
for Members of RSVP of Westchester. It is a platform for ongoing dialogue 
between RSVP of Westchester and you – the volunteers who work with our 
many client organizations (“stations”) across Westchester County. 

We appreciate your service in helping our stations fulfill their vital missions. 
And we know that they, in turn, value the energy and commitment you 
bring to your volunteer efforts.

This periodic newsletter will be a source of information about what’s going 
on within our RSVP network, including: new programs/events; the personal 
experiences of active RSVP volunteers at their volunteer stations; tips on 
how to enhance your current and future volunteer experiences; and other 
subjects of interest to our RSVP community. 

It’s Your RSVP! 
Just as important, we want to hear from you about your volunteer 
experiences, as well as any comments or suggestions you may have. Your 
input will be important for future inclusion in this newsletter as well as to 
enhance RSVP processes and activities. To that end, please see p. 10 for how 
to connect.

To view this issue online,  please visit www.volunteernewyork.org/RSVP

Cover Photo / Top Photos: RSVP of Westchester 
volunteers mentoring elementary school students 
at Summer Reading Buddies 2018 Program 
sponsored by JCY-Westchester Community 
Partners at the Yonkers Riverfront Library. Photo 
at Right: RSVP volunteers at the Reading Buddies 
Program with former RSVP Director, Rosie 
Samudio, in center. Find out more about this RSVP 
of Westchester station at www.JCY-WCP.com.
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Hello, RSVP Members!
I’ve been in place as the Director of RSVP of Westchester for over four months – time packed with 
learning the ropes, meeting people, and attending events – which have filled me with excitement.  In that 
time, I have witnessed the power of volunteers aged 55+ and I am dedicated to help sustain and grow this 
program to support you – to continue to create the “family feeling” that my predecessor, Rosie Samudio, 
deemed so important.  As I’ve already seen, RSVP of Westchester volunteers “get things done!”

Before working at a nonprofit career, I spent more than 30 years in book publishing, selling books to 
non-traditional markets (gift stores, mail order).  In parallel, I have volunteered as a member of the Junior 
League. Four years ago, I and a few others, founded the Westchester County Diaper Bank in partnership 
with the Westchester County Department of Social Services. Witnessing how we helped change others’ 
lives for the better, I knew that I wanted to do THIS kind of work full time, and I sought to change careers.  

In May 2017, I landed at Volunteer New York! as the Volunteer Hunger Relief Corps Program Manager.  
I successfully helped expand the capacity of local hunger relief organizations through volunteer 
mobilization, management, and education. Unfortunately, the grant behind that program expired, and 
I had to leave Volunteer New York! – but only for a short time.  Happily, I was invited to come “back 
home” to Volunteer New York! this August to further engage my passion for service and community.  I 
am thrilled to be doing the work I love and for the opportunity to best serve you through all that RSVP of 
Westchester has to offer. 

We at RSVP of Westchester/Volunteer New York! are grateful for the time you give to make our 
community a better one.  If you, your family, or your friends would like to help the community in other 
ways throughout the year, please visit our website: www.volunteernewyork.org

Warm Wishes,

Wendy Armstrong
Director, RSVP of Westchester
Volunteer New York!

Director’s 
Message
Winter 2019 • Home Is Where The Heart Is
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Volunteer 
Spotlight
With our first issue, we begin 
a series called “Volunteer 
Spotlight,” which will focus 
on RSVP volunteers who have 
provided outstanding service to 
one of our many stations. We 
begin with Joan Bevers, a 5-year 
volunteer mentor at Yonkers 
Montessori Academy, as well as 
Dr. Maria Marzan, a one-year 
YPIE Volunteer Mentor.  We 
salute their service and applaud 
their successful assistance to 
the elementary school and high 
school students, respectively, they 
mentor. 

Joan 
Bevers
Since joining RSVP as a SMART 
(Students and Mature Adults 
Read Together) volunteer in 2013, 
Joan Bevers has spent her school-
year Wednesday mornings at 
Yonkers Montessori Academy. 
Joan works with a small group 
of kindergarteners, helping each 
with math and reading. But more 
than that, she provides support, 
encouragement and self-confidence. 
No wonder these little ones eagerly 
look forward to spending their 
Wednesday mornings with her!

Joan has an incredible gift of 
forming personal, positive 
connections with young people. 
One of her favorite experiences was 
working with Derek, whom she met 
as a pre-kindergartener. Derek’s 
parents, who primarily speak 
Spanish, were struggling to help 
him learn English. He needed help 
developing vocabulary and reading 
skills. 

Joan and Derek developed a 
wonderful relationship, as Joan 
demonstrated the joys of reading 
and explained how learning a 
new language takes time and 
patience. Joan spent the next three 
years mentoring Derek with her 
special formula of attention and 
affection, until he reached grade 
level. According to Joan, “It was 
enormously gratifying to see Derek 
respond positively and learn. I also 
had an opportunity to meet Derek’s 
parents, and it was a great moment 
for all of us!”

Joan equates mentoring in 
the SMART program with 
grandparenting because the mentor 
gives children, many of whom don’t 
have grandparents in their lives, the 
opportunity to connect with older 
adults. Research underscores this 
need: studies indicate that children 
need involved, caring adults in their 
lives to fully develop emotionally 
and socially.

One of the challenges today is 
that children receive too much 
peer socialization and not enough 
contact with mature adults. That’s 

why Joan’s role in working with 
these young children is crucial. She 
brings to them the experience and 
understanding of a caring, mature 
adult. She has an incredible gift 
of connecting with young people, 
and she takes the time to develop 
an active interest in each of her 
mentees.

“I am grateful to RSVP for offering 
such a beneficial program for the 
students of Yonkers Montessori 
Academy,” she states. “It is my privilege 
to be a senior mentor for RSVP.”

Joan’s loving approach and personal 
interest in the children she works 
with, are not only rewarding for her, 
but will make a meaningful, lasting 
impact in their lives. 
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Maria 
Marzan
About a year ago, RSVP volunteer 
Dr. Maria Marzan became a 
Graduation Coach at Yonkers 
Partners in Education (YPIE). 
She was inspired by the impact 
education had on her own life. She 
explains, “It’s very personal for me. 
I identify with students. I’ve been 
through their journey. All of them 
have potential, but there are not 
enough resources to support their 
path to college.” 

YPIE (www.ypie.org) works with 
students from ninth grade through 
their first two years of college 
to ensure that they are prepared 
for, enroll in and complete their 
higher education. YPIE confronts 
the challenges of a low-income, 
urban school district by providing 
families with equitable access 
to the critical tools and services 
necessary for academic excellence.

The key to the success of the 
YPIE Scholars Program are the 
dedicated volunteer Graduation 
Coaches like Dr. Marzan who 
make a four-year commitment to 
work with YPIE Scholars twice 
a month. As a YPIE Graduation 
Coach, Dr. Marzan (who earned 
a doctorate in health education 
at Teachers College, Columbia 
University), was paired last school 

year with a freshman named Janet. 
Dr. Marzan and Janet formed a 
wonderful supportive relationship. 
Dr. Marzan helped Janet to find 
the courage to come out of her 
shell and to enroll in YPIE’s 
Summer Social Entrepreneurship 
Program. At that program’s 
final symposium presentation, 
several students, including Janet, 
expressed their personal gratitude 
for their coaches’ encouragement 
and support.

This year, Dr. Marzan will 
continue to work with Janet (now 
a high school sophomore), as well 
as one other sophomore, through 
their senior years of high school. 
In addition to the twice-monthly 
coaching, YPIE Scholars receive 
rigorous after-school academic 
instruction twice a week at the 
YPIE College Zone, led by YPIE 
instructors. 

“YPIE is very fortunate to have 
Dr. Maria Marzan as one of our 
Graduation Coaches. As a mentor 
to two high school sophomores, 
she listens to and connects 
students with opportunities in 

the community as well as coaches 
them on a wide array of life skills 
— from self-advocacy to study 
habits,” said Steve Cruz, YPIE’s 
Senior Program Manager. 

YPIE’s outstanding student college 
enrollment rates and academic 
achievement depend on dedicated 
volunteers like Maria Marzan. 
Janet is fortunate to have a devoted 
mentor who will be by her side 
as she navigates her educational 
path and future opportunities. Dr. 
Marzan feels equally fortunate. 
“I’m glad to work with this 
comprehensive organization 
and their professional staff who 
set high but attainable goals for 
students.”

YPIE has a network of 200+ 
Coaches and is working with more 
than 1,200 students this year. Each 
year YPIE recruits a new class of 
YPIE Coaches and Scholars. To 
learn more about how you can get 
involved, please visit 
www.ypie.org/volunteer.

http://www.ypie.org
http://www.ypie.org/volunteer
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RSVP of 
Westchester: 
Serving the 
Needs of 
Our Local 
Communities
As volunteers with RSVP of Westchester, we are part of 
a nationwide movement of individuals who are making 
a difference in their local communities. RSVP of 
Westchester is one of several hundred RSVP programs 
across the country that enlist volunteers aged 55+ 
to assist public and nonprofit agencies in addressing 
community issues while acquiring new skills and 
friendships. 

Founded in 1972, RSVP of Westchester is funded 
under grants from the Corporation for National and 
Community Service (CNCS) and is sponsored locally 
by Volunteer New York! (www.volunteernewyork.org). 
It is also funded in part by the U.S Dept. of Health and 
Human Services (HHS), the New York State Office of 
the Aging, and the Westchester County Dept. of Senior 
Programs and Services. RSVP of Westchester resides 
under the broader Senior Corps program.

RSVP of Westchester currently connects approximately 
900 volunteers serving our local communities in 
a diverse range of activities. In fiscal 2017, these 
volunteers contributed more than 76,700 hours in 
five key focus areas: Education, Economic Need, 
Healthy Futures, Veterans and Military Families, and 
Community Priorities.

All RSVP members, including our Advisory 
Committee, are volunteers. We all share a common 
interest in assisting those we serve to live happier, 
healthier and more economically stable lives. To share 
information about RSVP of Westchester with friends 
or family, please have them call 914-227-9318 or direct 
them to www.volunteernewyork.org/adults.  
 

http://www.volunteernewyork.org/adults
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You’re Part 
of Something 
Big!
RSVP of Westchester operates under the umbrella 
of Volunteer New York!, which is our region’s largest 
volunteer connector agency. RSVP of Westchester 
is Volunteer New York!’s longest running signature 
program, which is located within their Tarrytown 
headquarters and where they share resources. For 
the past 39 years they have worked closely together 
for the benefit of our community and the thousands 
of individuals we all serve each year. 

While RSVP is specifically focused on fielding 
volunteers 55 and over, Volunteer New York! 
encourages individuals of all ages to serve and to 
benefit from that service. These parallel objectives 
and activities result in both helping each other 
to do the greatest amount of good within our 
communities. Through our association with 
Volunteer New York!, we are connected to over 300 
local nonprofits and 23,000 volunteers in our area — 
volunteers who contributed 300,000 hours of service 
in the latest fiscal year, with a value of $8.7 million. 

With our relationships to both Volunteer New 
York! and the RSVP national network, we are part 
of something very big that will continue to help 
thousands of individuals in the Westchester region 
in the coming years. 

Visit our website to see the results of our 2019 
MLK Day of Service. Hundreds of local families and 
volunteers of all ages gave their time to help others in 

honor of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
www.volunteernewyork.org/MLK

http://www.volunteernewyork.org/MLK
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How RSVP 
Enhances 
Your 
Volunteer 
Experience
As volunteers with RSVP, we know 
the benefits of volunteering – 
because we’re experiencing them 
every day. Helping others with a 
sense of purpose; filling our days 
with meaningful activities; making 
new friends in an organization 
that is dedicated to contributing 
to our local communities; perhaps 
relief from feelings of isolation and 
depression following retirement 
from our careers.

But did you know how RSVP 
helps to enhance your volunteer 
experience compared with other 
venues for senior volunteering? 

As a volunteer, you want to know 
that you’re spending your volunteer 
time with an organization that 
values your assistance and your 
time. Surveys taken by RSVP 
show that our client organizations 
truly appreciate your volunteer 
commitment, time and energy. 
And feedback from RSVP 
volunteers reveals that they feel 
this appreciation in the way their 
supervisors at the stations treat 
them. 

One factor that weighs heavily in 
this regard is that RSVP makes 
every effort to find the right place 
for each volunteer who wishes 
to work with us. We vet our 
client organizations to meet the 
highest standards for governance, 
ethics and volunteer treatment. 
Further, we make every effort to 
help volunteers find appropriate 
opportunities in a wide range of 
organizations, from education, to 
healthcare, to nursing homes, to 
working with veterans and military 
families, to financial mentoring, 
to other specific local community 
priorities. And within each station, 
there are often a variety of jobs 
that volunteers may be asked to do. 
Therefore, a big advantage of being 
a member of RSVP of Westchester 
is your ability to find the most 
appropriate volunteer opportunity 
that matches your interests. 

For example, if you want to help 
young children with their literacy 
or vocabulary, you can volunteer 
at Reading Buddies at JCY-
Westchester Community Partners 

(JCY-WCP) in Yonkers. If you want 
to work with high schoolers seeking 
to improve their opportunities to 
enter the college of their choice, 
you can work with YPIE (Yonkers 
Partners in Education). (Just like 
our spotlighted volunteers!)

Another advantage of volunteering 
with RSVP of Westchester is 
the ability to move from one 
nonprofit to another if you want 
to try something different or your 
current placement is not what you 
expected.

RSVP also helps to enhance your 
volunteer experience by offering a 
“family-like” feeling to our entire 
volunteer community, including 
the opportunity to make new 
friendships among volunteers 
across our nonprofit stations. 
You’ll find many chances to mingle 
during our recognition events. 
So, as we welcome a new year, we 
should all be proud of our work 
at RSVP and the opportunities it 
provides us to do good and feel 
good about it. 
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WHAT’S DOING IN 
WESTCHESTER?
RSVP of Westchester is integral to the life of our local communities. In addition to informing you about 
developments within our organization, and in those at our stations, we will be providing you with 
information about recreational, cultural and educational opportunities throughout Westchester. 

You may be aware of Westchester Senior Voice, a comprehensive source of information about all types of 
news and activities in Westchester that are of special interest to seniors. For interesting things to do and 
see, you should explore their overall website – www.westchesterseniorvoice.com. To learn what events are 
scheduled for the coming months, click on the “Westchester” tab at the top of the website, then click on 
“Calendar of Events” on the drop-down menu that appears: the URL for this calendar is 
http://westchesterseniorvoice.com/category/community/calendar.
 
There are many other good sources of information about activities in Westchester that you might be 
interested in. We will list just a few here:

Westchester Magazine 
http://www.westchestermagazine.com/
In particular, see the calendar at:
http://www.westchestermagazine.com/Westchester-Magazine/Calendar/

Also explore the Things to Do in Westchester County section of the Trip Advisor website:
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g48865-Activities-Westchester_County_New_York.html

https://seniorcitizens.westchestergov.com/
https://seniorcitizens.westchestergov.com/livable-communities
http://comingofage.org/

In future issues, we will continue our tradition of updating you on interesting things to see and do in Westchester. 

http://www.westchesterseniorvoice.com
http://westchesterseniorvoice.com/category/community/calendar
http://www.westchestermagazine.com/
http://www.westchestermagazine.com/Westchester-Magazine/Calendar/
http://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g48865-Activities-Westchester_County_New_York.html
http://seniorcitizens.westchestergov.com/
http://seniorcitizens.westchestergov.com/livable-communities
http://comingofage.org/
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Please tell your story in a simple, concise way. 
Photos of you working at your volunteer station are 
particularly welcome and may be included in future 
print editions of this newsletter!

Please address your experiences to: 
Wendy Armstrong, 
Director, RSVP of Westchester, 
wendy@volunteernewyork.org

In addition, please communicate with us on any 
issues you deem important to our work. We’ll look 
for your input to our communications effort.

Invitation to Share Your 
RSVP Experience
As you can see from the “Spotlight” articles 
in this issue, readers are interested in the 
experiences of other volunteers throughout 
RSVP. We can all learn from other members’ 
experiences – about their volunteer activities, the 
stations where they volunteer, and perhaps why 
other RSVP members might want to volunteer 
at these stations. Of course, these stories offer 
inspiration to do more good!  With this in mind, 
we invite you to share your experiences at one 
or more RSVP stations at which you have been 
volunteering for at least one year. 

mailto:wendy%40volunteernewyork.org?subject=


Community!

SAVE THE DATE

2019 Volunteer 
Spirit Awards is 
April 5, 2019

Upcoming   
Recognition    
Events & 

  Workshop

February 20, 2019
9:30 a.m.
Essential Online Health 
Information for Older 
Adults Workshop
@ Fordham University, 
Westchester Campus

STAY TUNED:
Details for our
2019 RSVP of Westchester 
Spring Recognition Event 
To Be Announced Soon!

Take a photo of your new 

RSVP magnet – on your car, 

on your fridge, wherever 

you’ve placed it – and we’ll 

post it on social media and 

print it in our next newsletter.

Send Your Photos To

vol@volunteernewyork.org

Follow us on 
social media!
Facebook, Twitter, 

Instagram

@volunteerNYnow

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY

TO OUR
WINTER BABIES!
ENJOY!
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mailto:vol%40volunteernewyork.org?subject=I%20Am%20Senior%20Corps%20-%20Magnet%20Photo
http://facebook.com/volunteernynow


10+ Year Club
Thanks for reading our first issue! Each future installment will highlight different segments of your accomplishments 
and impact. With the launch of this inaugural issue, we especially wanted to begin by thanking and recognizing the 
volunteers listed here who have committed 10 or more years to our community through RSVP of Westchester.

To join RSVP of Westchester, please call 914-227-9318 or visit www.volunteernewyork.org/adults

29 YEARS
Lavinia B. Smith

28 YEARS
Hildegarde Munch
Celeste Vazzana

27 YEARS
Mary Imbrogno

25 YEARS
Barbara McElveen

23 YEARS
Johnie M. Sampson

20 YEARS
Eunice Kaplan

19 YEARS
Idealia Cohen
Doug Smith
Ruth Weiner
Joel Mitchell

18 YEARS
Anneliese Zassoda
Mary Dupree
Eileen Finkelstein

17 YEARS
Esther Remusat
Peter Varley
Patricia Hess
Catherine Reid

16 YEARS
Jenny Kao Chase
Marie Skinner
Chiamee Kiang
Yvette Weiss
Robert Rosenbaum
Mary Anne Larkin
Maria Miehle
Alexander Bonci
Clara Pascucci

15 YEARS
Paul K. Schwarz
Charles Yockelson
Richard S. Liu
Tim Oberg
Flo Brodley
Donald Deixel
Gloria Deixel

14 YEARS
Stanley Simon
Helen Schiavello
Suellen Havsy
Joan Kennedy
Jean Brown
Lorraine Prange

13 YEARS
Dorothy Rock
Joan Abelson
Ethel Levitz
Lucille Williams

Sara Kaminker
Suzanne Scherer
Edna Bringer

12 YEARS
Virginia Kazura
Miriam Rabin
Noemi Robbins
Ann Woodcock
Rita Doak
Elizabeth Moore
Ruth Shire
Clare Feldman
Barbara Lisio
Jack Noel
Sally Perr
David Scotto
Constance Shulman
Linda Conte
Harriet Jaffe
Richard G. Malkin
Ellen Sable

11 YEARS
Josephine Frusciante
Yang Bai Sun
Jeffrey Vreeland
Carole Mitchel-Lotus
Ellen Oksman
Elfriede Eidam
Joelle Weiss
Barbara Gardos

Phyllis Rosen
Richard Gerchak
Carole Gouaux
Lorraine Kostik
Roz Alexander
Nair deMello
Joan Giardina
Irma Hess

10 YEARS
Virginia Bender
Ann Kachmar
Lynda Nickelsen
Marna Schirmer
Jean Zanfordino
Cynthia Chesner
Eleanor Herdina
Duke Searles
Ellen Searles
Anthony Sorano
Norma Johnson
Rosalind Magilton
Gertrude Barbour
Judith Auerbach
Marilyn Bender
Nancy McClure
Gloria Jordan
Peter Thorp
Schatze Thorp
Gloria Perkins

YEARS OF SERVICE

http://www.volunteernewyork.org/adults

