
The Book of Acts
Chapter 2:1-13

The Powerful Church
 

What is the theme of the book of Acts?
 

• Given by Jesus in Acts 1:8

Acts 1:8(KJV) 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8(NLT) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
 
We have concluded our study of chapter one, so let’s continue with chapter two. In the original Greek,
there are no chapter and verse marks: they were inserted by translators later for ease of reference. The
scene we encounter at the beginning of chapter 2 is a continuation of the upper room gathering that
began in chapter 1.

Acts 2:1-47(KJV) 1And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one
place.

• Pentecost – major Jewish Feast or holy day celebration held each year the 50th day after Passover.
Pentecost is the name Greek speaking Jews used for The Feast of Weeks, The Feast of Harvest, or
The Day of Firstfruits when Jews brought in their offerings from the wheat harvest. In Jesus time
it was also a celebration of the covenant God made with Noah and then Moses. It also became the
celebration of the giving of the law to Moses on Mt. Sinai.

• It is not coincidental that what was about to happen occurred during a celebration of the covenants.
• They were in one accord, a continuation of Acts 1:13-14(KJV) 13And when they were come in, they

went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip,
and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the sonthe son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and
Judas the brotherthe brother of James. 14These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication,
with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.

• What was about to happen was for everyone, not just the apostles
2And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house
where they were sitting.s

• A sound of a wind, not a wind itself, that filled the house – oikos oy'-kosoy'-kos – a dwelling (a family
home) – not the temple – hieron hee-er-on'hee-er-on'a sacredsacred place (verse 46)-upper room where they sat
together

• Luke was a stickler for facts and accuracy. If the Holy Spirit came upon them when they were in the
temple, he would have said so.(Luke 1:1 set forth in order, give an orderly account)

3And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.
• Not literal fire, but they got fired up!

4And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance.

• They all, meaning apostles, Jesus Mother, brothers men and women – began to speak with other
tongues

• Languages not their own, not learned, but imparted by the Holy Spirit
• The issue of tongues has been divisive in the church at large, mostly because of misunderstanding of

scripture and religious viewpoints and scripture. So what does the Bible say/
• Verse 4 – everyone gathered that day was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke with other tongues
• Speaking in tongues is an outward sign in the inward filling of the HS



• Speaking in tongues is an outward sign in the inward filling of the HS
• There are two kinds of tongues – men (earthly) and angels (heavenly)
• Paul said about himself:

1 Corinthians 13:1(KJV) 1Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I
am become asas sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
1 Corinthians 14:18(KJV) 18I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:

• Paul was not with the disciples at Pentecost, so it is clear that He was filled with the Holy Spirit and
spoke with tongues after the other apostles – so the infilling of the Spirit and speaking with other
tongues was not limited to those mentioned in Acts 2 and 2

• Tongues are often misunderstood because there are different kinds of tongues that operate
differently in different kinds of situations

• There are tongues for prayer and communication with God (heavenly languages)
• Tongues for public ministry ( earthly and heavenly)
• Tongues and Interpretation of tongues for ministry in the church service

1 Corinthians 12:4-11(KJV) 4Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5And there are
differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 6And there are diversities of operations, but it is the
same God which worketh all in all. 7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit
withal. 8For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the
same Spirit;9To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;
10To another the working of miracles; to another prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another
diversdivers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation of tongues: 11But all these worketh that one and the
selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will.

• Differences of administrations and diversities of operations - There are different ways the gifts of the
spirit serve the Body of Christ and different ways in which they work

1 Corinthians 12:5-6(NIV) 5There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.6There are different
kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.

• In Verse 4, everyone in the house, the upper room, began to speak with tongues at once. There was
no interpretation. It is permissible then, for a group of believers to speak at the same time in
tongues. This is the first operation of the gift of tongues – heavenly languages for prayer and
communication with God.

1 Corinthians 14:2(NIV) 2For anyone who speaks in a tongue£ does not speak to men but to God. Indeed,
no one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit.£

• Now let’s look at a different operation of the gift of tongues
 
5And there were dwelling at Jerusalem ( For the celebration of Pentecost, which went on for several
days)Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven. 6Now when this was noised abroad, the
multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own
language.

• When the filling of the Holy Spirit became generally known among the Jews from all nations they
came around those who had been filled with the Holy Spirit

• They heard the second operation of the gift of tongues, a supernatural impartation by the Holy
Spirit of a known earthly language

 
7And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak
Galilaeans? 8And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born? 9Parthians, and
Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and
Asia, 10Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of
Rome, Jews and proselytes, 11Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful
works of God. 12And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this?
13Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.

• How does being drunk help you to speak a language you never learned?
• Let’s look at the third operation of the gift of tongues – Tongues and Interpretation of tongues for

ministry in the church service
 



 
1 Corinthians 14:26-29(KJV) 26How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a
psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done
unto edifying. 27If any man speak in an unknownunknown tongue, let it  belet it  be by two, or at the most byby three, and
thatthat by course; and let one interpret. 28But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church;
and let him speak to himself, and to God.

1 Corinthians 14:33(KJV) 33For God is not the authorthe author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the
saints.
 
1 Corinthians 14:39-40(KJV) 39Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with
tongues. 40Let all things be done decently and in order.
 



The Book of Acts
Chapter 2:14-47

The Powerful Church
 

What is the theme of the book of Acts?
 

• Given by Jesus in Acts 1:8

Acts 1:8(KJV) 8But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.
 
Acts 1:8(NLT) 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”
 
We have studied the baptism in the Holy Spirit that Jesus mentioned in Acts Ch 1. Let’s look at events
immediately following the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
 
Acts 2:14-47(KJV) 14But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye
men of Judaea, and all yeye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:
 

• Peter was speaking to Jews from all over the known world who had come to Jerusalem to celebrate
the feast of Pentecost

• Acts 2:13(KJV) 13Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.
 

15For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is butbut the third hour of the day.
• It’s only 9:00 am -

16But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;
• What you are hearing is a fulfillment of prophecy

17And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams: 18And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy: 19And I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath;
blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:20The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood,
before that great and notable day of the Lord come: 21And it shall come to pass, thatthat whosoever shall call
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.

• Peter says that the Spirit of God will be poured out on people of all ages, and that they will be
supernaturally empowered. He also talks about the events that herald future return of Jesus. He
then sets up the first gospel sermon ever preached by saying whosoever shall call on the name of
the Lord shall be saved.

22Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles
and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:

• Signs and wonders show the approval of God upon the ministry of Jesus – and the ministry of any
believer

• Mark 16:17-18(KJV) 17And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out
devils; they shall speak with new tongues; 18They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.

23Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by
wicked hands have crucified and slain:

• Matthew 27:24-25(NIV) 24When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar
was starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this



man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”25All the people answered, “Let his blood be on us
and on our children!”

 
24Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the pains of death: because it was not possible that he should
be holden of it.

• Death could not hold Jesus down, and cannot hold us down

• 1 Corinthians 15:54-55(KJV) 54So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written,
Death is swallowed up in victory. 55O death, where isis thy sting? O grave, where isis thy victory?

• Peter is quoting scripture as though he is a scholar. Who is helping him

• John 14:26(KJV) 26But the Comforter, which iswhich is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have
said unto you.

• Peter quotes the prophet David
25For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right
hand, that I should not be moved: 26Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover
also my flesh shall rest in hope: 27Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine
Holy One to see corruption. 28Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of
joy with thy countenance.
 
29Men andand brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried,
and his sepulchre is with us unto this day. 30Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn
with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on
his throne; 31He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell,
neither his flesh did see corruption.

• Peter used David’s words in his sermon because his Jewish audience revered David as the greatest
king in Israel’s history. David’s prophecy legitimized his message

32This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.
• All of those disciples who were in the temple that day

33Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the
Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.

• Peter identifies what they are hearing, men supernaturally speaking the languages of all the people
gathered in the temple

34For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit
thou on my right hand, 35Until I make thy foes thy footstool.
36Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have
crucified, both Lord and Christ.

• The Anointed One, the Messiah
37Now when they heard thisthis, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men andand brethren, what shall we do?
38Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.

• The Name of Jesus gives forgiveness of sins, followed by receiving the Holy Spirit
 
39For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, eveneven as many as the Lord
our God shall call. 40And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from
this untoward generation.
41Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto themunto them
about three thousand souls.

• Peters first message resulted in at least 3000 decisions to accept Jesus as Messiah
42And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in
prayers.

• These four things are the four legs upon which a congregation of believers, the church stand.
• Teaching, Fellowship, sharing Meals, and Prayers. If one of these fourvlegs is missing, a



• Teaching, Fellowship, sharing Meals, and Prayers. If one of these fourvlegs is missing, a
congregation will be unstable

43And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.
• Vs 22 – Jesus was approved by God by signs and wonders

44And all that believed were together, and had all things common;
45And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all menmen, as every man had need.

• This was not communism or socialism. Government did not take from believers to redistribute to
other believers – they did it voluntarily

46And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did
eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,
47Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as
should be saved.

• Every day more people should come to Jesus
 
 


