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George T. Santmyers 

 

Biographical Data 

Birth: 9/15/1889 Place: Front Royal, Virginia 

Death: 12/26/1960 Place: Wheaton, Md. 

Family: Wife: Dorothy F.; three children 

Education 

High School:  

College: Washington Architectural Club Atelier, 1908-1912. 

Graduate School: 

Apprenticeship: Source: James Goode, Best Addresses, 179 

Architectural Practice 

DC Architects’ Registration Registration Number: 734 Date Issued: 1/16/1951 

Permit Database Earliest Permit: 1909 Latest Permit: 1949 Total Permits: 3553 Total Buildings:15,689 

Practice Position Date 

George T. Santmyers Principal 1914-1960 

Santmyers and Thomen Partner Post-World War II 

Professional Associations 

American Institute of Architects Date(s) Enrolled: n/a Fellow of the AIA: 

Other Societies or Memberships: 

Awards or Commissions: 

Buildings 

Building Types: Apartment houses, detached and row houses, commercial buildings. 

Styles and Forms: Colonial revival, and eclectic Tudor, Gothic and Moorish revival styles, Art Deco, Art Moderne, 
and International styles. 

DC Work Locations: All quadrants. Most of largest apartment buildings are in Northwest Washington. 

Notable Buildings Location Date Status 

Rowhouses 2721-2767 Woodley Place, NW 1924 Old Woodley Park Hist. Dist. 

Meridian Manor 1424 Chapin St., N.W. 1926  NRHP  DC Historic Site 

Apartment house 3901 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 1927  NRHP  DC Historic Site 

Fort View Apartments 6000-6020 and 6030-6050 13th 
Place, N.W. 1938  NRHP  DC Historic Site 

Normandie  6817 Georgia Avenue, N.W. 1938  NRHP  DC Historic Site 

Delano 2745 29th Street, N.W. 1941  NRHP  DC Historic Site 

Macomb Gardens 2800 Woodley Road, N.W. 1941  NRHP  DC Historic Site 

Park Crest Gardens 4100 block of W Street, N.W. 1941  NRHP  DC Historic Site 

Yorkshire  3355 16th Street, N.W. 1941  NRHP  DC Historic Site 

Tunlaw Park 3850 Tunlaw Road, N.W. 1953  NRHP  DC Historic Site 



  DC Architects Directory 

Santmyers, George T.  Page 2 of 4 

Wiltshire Crescent  3801 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 1953  NRHP  DC Historic Site 

Wiltshire Parkway 3701 Connecticut Ave., N.W. 1953 Cleveland Park Historic Dist. 

Significance and Contributions 

 
George T. Santmyers practiced architecture in Washington, 
D.C., for fifty years.  He was one of the city's most prolific 
and important architects of the twentieth century.  While 
Santmyers is credited with the design of commercial buildings, 
banks, churches, public garages, and thousands of private 
residences, he is most celebrated for his contribution to 
apartment building architecture in the metropolitan area of 
the nation’s capital. As the architect for over 440 apartment 
buildings in the course of his long career, Santmyers devoted 
his skills and energy to producing notably designed buildings 
with efficient plans.  
 
Santmyers was born in Front Royal, Virginia, and spent his 
early years in Baltimore, Maryland.  He moved to Washington 
as a teenager, completed high school, and began several years 
of training through apprenticeship in the offices of local 
architects.  Santmyers' name first appears on a building permit in 1909, and by 1914, at age twenty-five, he had opened 
his own architectural office. The work produced by his office far outstripped that of any other Washington, D.C., 
architect. The D.C. permit database credits Santmyers with designing 15,689 buildings by 1949, while only a handful 
of other architects designed more than 1,000 buildings and no other listed in the database designed more than 1,600.  
Still designing and running his office in 1960, he completed his last apartment building design at the age of 72 just six 
months before his death. 
 
In the first decade of his practice, almost all of Santmyers' commissions were for single family dwellings, 
predominantly row houses. He also designed a few small apartment buildings and rows of one-story stores. Beginning 
in the mid-1920s, while continuing to design many hundreds of rowhouses, he began receiving commissions for larger 
and more elaborate apartment buildings. Santmyers designed apartment buildings in a variety of styles, using more 
traditional, classically inspired architecture in his early buildings; entering a transitional phase based on classical 
precedents with elements of twentieth century modern architecture; and culminating in work designed in full-blown 
expressions of the Art Deco, Art Moderne and International styles in the 1940s and 1950s. 
 
Santmyers' early apartment buildings from the 1920s were typically Colonial Revival in style, symmetrical in 
composition, and employed a formal vocabulary based on architectural elements associated with the American 
Georgian and Federal periods. A majority of these buildings featured a centrally located doorway adorned with a 
prominent portico, symmetrical fenestration patterns with molded lintels, and classical embellishments such as 
enclosed tympanums and ornate entablatures. The design of Santmyers apartment buildings was in keeping with the 
traditions of the time and reflected the architectural expressions accepted nationwide. Two notable examples from 
this period of Santmyers work are the Colonial revival style Meridian Manor, 1424 Chapin St., N.W., (1926), and the 
Tudor revival style 3901 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., (1927). In the late 1920s and early 1930s, Santmyers began to 
tentatively employ a more modern aesthetic, with a slight simplification of the composition and ornamentation of his 
designs. Often he presented traditional revival elements such as pilasters, string courses, and symmetrical fenestration 
with modern materials and embellishments such as glass bricks and stylized interlacing with reeding or fluting.  
 
Santmyers' apartment designs of the late 1930s reflect the influence of the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) on 
apartment design. The New Deal agency, created in 1934, espoused many of the principles of planning and design 
that had been developed and advocated by forward-thinking urban planners, architects, developers, social reformers 
and others in the post-World War I era who wanted to apply principles of well-planned communities and modern, 
quality living spaces and conveniences to housing for moderate income families. The principle mechanism through 

 
3901 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 

William Lebovitch, 1995 
National Register of Historic Places Nomination 
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which FHA operated was to provide mortgage insurance that made the financing and construction of low and 
moderate income housing a more secure investment.  While the FHA avoided mandates on architectural style, its 
guidelines sought to encourage quality of design and materials while achieving economy through simplification of 
architectural detail, reliance on form, massing and materials to create aesthetically pleasing effects, efficient use of 
living space, and use of innovative materials.  It favored the construction of low rise and garden apartment buildings 
set on ample grounds that provided light and ventilation in contrast to the urban tenements of the nineteenth century. 
 
Santmyers designed some FHA-insured apartment buildings for moderate income families and many of his buildings 
of the late 1930s, whether or not they were FHA-insured, reflect the planning principles espoused by the FHA. 
Santmyers' buildings in his stylistically transitional period of the late 1930s reveal his experimentation with the 
amalgamation of traditional and modern aesthetic and materials that would prove both economical and aesthetically 
pleasing to residents. His designs more strongly reflect his predilection for the modern aesthetic, thus representing a 
stylistic tension between historic precedents and modern styles that was occurring both in Santmyers' work and in the 
fields of architecture and design generally. The Fort View Apartments, 6000-6020 and 6030-6050 13th Place, N.W., 
constructed in 1938-1939, are a significant example of his transitional period, illustrating Santmyers' exploration of the 
continuum of traditional and modern architectural expressions. The buildings' expanses of glass brick, geometric 
interlacing with fluting, linear masonry patterns with projecting headers to create string coursing, and cast stone 
entrance surrounds with horizontal reeding are juxtaposed with a classic composition, traditional materials, 
symmetrical fenestration, and a centrally located entry bay. The siting and plan of the low-rise Fort View Apartments 
are indicative of garden apartments with set backs from 13th Place that create landscaped (albeit shallow) yards, paved 
walkways to the entries, and E-shaped plans that provide a maximum of cross ventilation and privacy. While the form 
and siting of the Fort View Apartments was in keeping with FHA principles which favored low rise buildings in 
expansive settings, Santmyers also designed one of his best-known mid-rise buildings, the Normandie, in 1938. This 
five-story, 98-family, red brick building at 6817 Georgia Avenue, N.W., was one of a number of large apartment 
buildings designed by Santmyers in the years leading up to World War II. In this period Santmyers moved further 
toward the modern aesthetic, further exploring asymmetrical compositions and modern materials.  
 
In the 1940s Santmyers fully embraced the Art Deco, Art Moderne, and International styles, abandoning all elements 
of the period revival styles. His buildings from this later period comprise his most celebrated works and his buff-brick, 
linear massed buildings are found throughout the city. Several of his most noted works date from 1941. The Art Deco 
style Delano, 2745 29th Street, N.W., was included in James Goode's book, Best Addresses, and was described as having 
one of Washington's finest remaining Art Deco lobbies. Three other important pre-World War II Santmyers 
apartment buildings or complexes are Macomb Gardens in Woodley Park, Park Crest in Glover Park and the 
Yorkshire on Sixteenth Street, N.W. 
 
During World War II, the federal 
government imposed controls on 
building materials, allocating them for 
the construction of modestly priced 
housing in areas, including metropolitan 
Washington, D.C., where the influx of 
war workers had created severe 
shortages of affordable housing for rent 
or purchase.  The D.C. permit database 
shows that Santmyers designed 
numerous apartment buildings, flats, 
and rowhouses in this period when the 
output of many other architects 
dwindled to a trickle.  These modest buildings were built principally in the northeast and southeast quadrants of the 
city and some were constructed in the southwest quadrant. 
 
After World War II Santmyers continued to design row houses and apartments to meet the postwar demand for 
reasonably priced housing. Santmyers also worked in partnership with James Thoman and, as described by Goode, 

 
Santmyer’s original 19412 Perspective of the Delano 

James Goode, Best Addresses, 375. 
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"designed a number of prominent modernistic apartment houses" in the 1950s including the Wiltshire Parkway and 
the Wiltshire Crescent on Connecticut Avenue and Tunlaw Park in Glover Park. 
 
Today, Santmyers is most celebrated for his Art Deco, International style and Art Moderne apartment buildings from 
the 1930s, 40s and 50s but his legacy of housing stock designed over half a century, ranging from modest row houses 
to grand apartment buildings in size, and from Colonial Revival to modern in style, is larger than that of any other 
Washington, D.C., architect.   
Sources 

Vertical Files  AIA Archives  DC HPO  HSWDC  MLK Library 

Other Repositories:  

Obituary: Publication: Washington Post 
                   Washington Star 

Date: 12/27/1960 
         12/27/1960 

Page: B3 
         B4 

Biographical Directories Year/Volume Page 

 American Architects Directory – not in it   

 Avery Index to Architectural Periodicals – not in it     

 Dictionary of American Biography – not in it   

 Directory of District of Columbia Architects: 1822-1960 2001 248 

 Macmillan Encyclopedia of Architects – not in it   

 Who’s Who in the Nation’s Capital – not in 08-09, 23-24, 29-30, 38-39   

 Withey Biographical Dictionary of American Architects – not in it   
Other Sources: 
“Apartment Buildings in Washington, D.C. 1880-1945.” National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property 

Documentation Form. Prepared by Traceries, 1993. 
Building at 3901 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.” National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. Prepared by  

Stephen Callcott, D.C. Historic Preservation Division, January 1997. 
“Fort View Apartments.” National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. Prepared by EHT Traceries, 

Inc., November 2009. 
Goode, James M. Best Addresses. Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1988 
“Meridian Manor,” National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. Prepared by Laura H. Hughes and 

Simone M. Moffett, EHT Traceries, Inc., December 2000. 
 
Notes: 

Prepared by: EHT Traceries Last Updated: October 2010 

 


