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The Everybody’s Reading team are thrilled to be bringing you yet another festival
programme full of reading events run by you, from the local communities of
Leicester. 2018 will see some of your favourites return, including the likes of
WORD!, Leicester Writers’ Club and Mellow Baku, as well as some new additions
including Rob Palk introducing his debut novel. As ever, we are overwhelmed
by the enthusiasm from the people of Leicester to get behind the festival and host
their own events to encourage reading all over the city. Whether we devour a
book a day, dip in and out of various novels or prefer to read articles, blogs or
non-fiction, we’re all readers and we hope you find something in this year’s
brochure that sparks your enthusiasm and inspires you in some way.

Everybody’s Reading Team

The Everybody’s Reading Festival is an exciting, and
much anticipated, part of the City’s festival calendar.
A chance for both bibliophiles and those more 
reluctant readers to share in the magic that books
and reading give, to try something different, to be
inspired and to be challenged.  
The joy of Everybody’s Reading is its inclusivity – wherever you live in Leicester and
whatever your interests there will be an event for you, from high profile authors to
small grassroots community workshops, from poetry to prose.  For me reading is an
everyday delight - the festival helps remind us that reading matters – to everybody.

Cllr Sarah Russell

The Everybody's Reading Festival began in 2010 as an offshoot of the Whatever-It-Takes
literacy project for schools. It's aim was to take reading out to the wider community
in Leicester so that parents, grandparents and the people of Leicester had an opportunity
to come to events inspired by books, reading and words. Over the last 9 years we
have been proud to host world famous authors like Michael Rosen, Helen Skelton
and Michael Morpurgo at events. We have been equally excited to have local writers
and performers like poet Jess Green, writers Bali Rai and Rod Duncan and all
round wordsmith Carole Leeming appear. By holding events all round the city we
have sought to demonstrate that Leicester is not just about the city centre. It is
about all the people who live here. Reading and the arts belong in every community
and on every estate. Most of our events are organised by groups from those local
communities. That is why we see Everybody's Reading as above all a 'people's 
festival'. Welcome to Everybody's Reading 2018. This is very much, your festival.

Peter Flack I Everybody's Reading Festival chair

Foreword

Abda Khan Helen Pankhurst
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Story Imagin-ory -
Bringing Stories to
LIFE!

Wigston Liberal Club
9.30am - 10.30am 

Story Imagin-ory Bringing 
Stories to LIFE! Come and
enjoy our pre-school story-
telling workshop combining
traditional storytelling, singing,
mark making, numeracy,
British Sign Language, sensory
exploring and SO much more!
All aimed at developing speech,
language, communication and
literacy through books, sharing
and reading together. All 
proceeds from this event will 
be used to provide books to
vulnerable children across 
Leicestershire. Every family 
attending will receive a free
book to take home!

Pay what you feel
Booking essential
storyimaginory.co.uk/collections/classes
Suitable for: Pre-School Children.

The Aliens have
Landed

Aylestone Leisure Centre 
and Library
10am - 12pm 

The Aliens have Landed! If you
are between 3 years and 8 years
old come with your parent/guardian
and enjoy the morning or
rather than / making a framed
picture for your room on the
theme of aliens. Using your
favourite story or one 
provided make a story picture
using a wide variety of materials.
Then tell your family or carers
the story behind the picture.
Use your imagination, artistic
skills and wild and wacky
thoughts to make an out of this
world picture. Take the picture
home and proudly display it.
Last entry is 11.30.                                          

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Families.

Meeting Jolly Olly
Octopus under the
Sea 

Wesley Hall Community Centre
2 separate sessions: 
10.30am - 12.30pm, 
1pm  - 3pm

This event will be open to 
children in KS1/pre-school 
and their families. Children 
and parents will be reading
about creatures under the Sea
and meeting Jolly Olly Octopus.
We will use the books to talk
about the creatures living
under the sea and meeting 
Jolly Olly Octopus. The children
will make their own Jolly 
Octopus and look up different
creatures under sea on the 
internet. Lots of fun for parents
and grandparents to help their
children to develop their 
reading.

Turn up and enjoy 
Suitable for: Pre-School Children.
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SATURDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER

Alice's 
Adventure 

Attenborough Arts Centre 
4 separate session: 
11am - 11.30am, 
11.50am - 12.20pm, 
12.40pm - 1.10pm, 
1.30pm - 2pm

As you enter through a rabbit
hole and arrive at a story tree,
you will meet The Cheshire
Cat, Alice and The Mad Hatter,
eager to share a tale with you.
The saying in Wonderland is
‘We’re all mad here…’ so get
ready to join in with a Tea Party
and Croquet and perhaps 
become a character or two
along the way, in this 
interactive adventure story.
With puppetry and play 
suitable for the whole family! 

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Families.

Pirates of New
Walk Museum

New Walk Museum
(29-Sep & 30th Sep)
11am - 5pm

Join us at New Walk for a
weekend of pirate activities 
inspired by Treasure Island.
Follow trails to uncover more
about the historical figures 
that inspired these novels; 
build your own pirate ship 
or take part in our on gallery
storytelling and reading 
sessions. 

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: All ages.

Super Me!

Beaumont Leys Library
11am - 12.15pm

Celebrate your own talents and
skills and create a brand new 
superhero. 

Join in with some amazing 
tales in a multi-sensory and 
interactive storytelling session
with live music. Afterwards,
make a superhero mask and 
logo with the materials provided.
For families to enjoy together.

Booking essential
0116 2995460
Suitable for: Most suited for children 
3-8 years.



Super You!

Hamilton Library
2pm - 3.15pm

Super You! Create a superhero
sidekick and gadget to help you
out in times of need! Join in
with some fabulous superhero
tales in a multi- sensory inter
active storytelling session with
live music. For families to enjoy
together.

Booking essential 
0116 2212790
Suitable for: Most suited to children 
3-8 years.
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SATURDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER

Magical Creatures-
Under the Sea

Belgrave Library
1pm - 3pm

Welcome to our Magical 
Creatures workshop; take 
part in storytelling and find 
out more about under the sea
world. You will create your
own story and puppets with
Zahra and Reena to share 
with your family and friends.

Booking essential
Sign up in Belgrave library
Suitable for: Children aged 7-12.

The Little Orange
Book

Secular Hall
1.30pm
Forensic Psychologist  Jessica
Eaton and author Claire Paterson-
Young talk about their new book
'The Little Orange Book' which
contains a collection of real poems
written by a child who was being
sexually abused by different boys
and men in her home town. 
Between the ages of 11 and 17,
she kept a secret book of poetry
where she explored her thoughts,
feelings and experiences of sexual
abuse and violence. What can we
learn from this unique example
of writing from a child experiencing
severe abuse, rape and daily 
violence? What can we learn
about how she coped with and
understood what was happening
to her? What do children learn
about love, sex and lust as they
grow up? How do children 
understand sexual violence if
they don't even know what is
happening to them is wrong?
How does the hyper-sexualisation
of society influence the way
children understand sex and
abuse? Jessica and Claire talk
about how we can better support
children and young people 
suffering abuse. 

Turn up and Enjoy
Sponsored by NUT.
Suitable for: 16 years +



6 erfestivalleic               /everybodysreading

Leicester Writes
Short Story Salon

Satta Hashem Hall
2.30pm - 4pm  

Many writers from Leicester
have been finalists in national
prizes in recent years. This 
exclusive event, curated especially
for Everybody’s Reading, will
bring together the region’s
most talented short story 
writers for the first time. 

Featuring readings and discussion
from Mark Newman (Costa
Short Story Award), Laura
Pocock (Manchester Fiction
Prize) and Siobhan Logan 
(Leicester Writes Short Story
Prize).

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
www.leicesterwrites.co.uk
Suitable for: Adults only 
(contains adult only material).

I am the Lorax and
I care for the Trees!

Abbey Park (next to the Cafe)
3pm  

Come and hear a dramatic
retelling of “The Lorax” by Dr.
Seuss – a story with Truffula
Trees, Swammee Swans and
knitted Thneeds; a story which
will make you laugh and cry 
at the same time; a story which
calls us to care for our planet;
a story about who we are and
who we want to be.

Come and sit under the trees 
in Abbey Park and let the 
wonderful rhymes and rhythms
surround you and then use
your imagination and passion
to be creative in response.

Turn up and Enjoy
Suitable for: Ages 5 - 11 years.

Organised by Leicester Friends of 
the Earth.

A Sense of 
Impermanence

Beaumont Leys Library
4pm - 6pm  

Join creative facilitators from
Little Bird SOS at this workshop
with a difference. We will explore
the concept of impermanence
through stories, quotes and
poems then build a small structure
adding words, weaving and
colour, take a photograph and
then destroy it. Working without
the constraints of creating a 
‘finished’ piece may take your
mind and creativity in different
directions - who knows! No
previous experience necessary,
this workshop is suitable for all 
levels of ability. All materials
and light refreshments 
provided. 

Booking essential
0776 0232059
Suitable for: Adults only 
(contains adult only material).

SATURDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER
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Revolutionary 
Rehearsals: the
long 1960s as an 
era of revolt

The Regent Sports 
and Social Club
4pm - 6pm

In the wake of the protests in
France in 1968 there was a wave
of struggles across the world 
as the working class took centre
stage and posed a radical 
alternative to the status quo. 
As people once again question
the way things are, this meeting
looks back at that era as one of
revolt and revolutionary poten-
tial that saw a series of great
and tragic uprisings across the
world. Drawing out the relevance
of these events fifty years on and
exploring the emancipatory and
radicalising dynamics of mass
struggle. The event will be led
by Colin Barker, editor of the
book Revolutionary Rehearsals.
More speakers to be announced:
follow the event co-hosts 
Haymarket Books or Leicester
rs21 on Facebook for more info. 

Pay what you feel
Suitable for: Anyone interested in 
discussion of art, history, and politics 
of resistance.

Deeds Not Words 
– The Story of
Women’s Rights,
then and now

Hansom Hall
6pm 

On the 100th anniversary of the
first groups of women getting
the vote, Helen Pankhurst -
great-granddaughter of 
suffragette leader Emmeline
Pankhurst and Granddaughter
of Sylvia Pankhurst talks about
the history of the Women’s
movement with local campaigner,
Elaine Pantling. A leading
women's rights campaigner in
her own right, Helen’s book
charts how women's lives have
changed over the last century
and asks why, even after wave
after wave of feminism, we still
have so far to go, not least in
eradicating domestic violence,
the gender pay gap and securing
equality of status. As the Me
Too campaign has shown,
women at all levels of society
still face harassment, bullying
and discrimination. We need a
genuine pathway to change.

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
www.helenpankhurstdeedsnotwords.
eventbrite.co.uk
Sponsored by NUT.
Suitable for: Any age.

Book Launch: 
"Leicester 2084 AD:
New poems about
the city"

Bishop Street Methodist
Church
7pm - 9pm 

“Leicester 2084 AD: new poems
about the city" asks readers and
writers to imagine what Leicester
will be like in the year 2084,
and what it will mean to its 
citizens, residents and the rest
of the world. Among other
questions, the anthology asks,
What greeting will people get
when they come to future 
Leicester? What will they be
coming to? What or where 
will they be coming from?
Featured poets will read their
poems and share reflections on
what they think Leicester will
be like in the year 2084 AD.
People attending the launch
will also be able to peruse
copies of the anthology, and
meet some of the featured 
writers. 

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: All ages.

SATURDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER
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Me, Mum 
& The Patriarchy 

Upstairs at The Western
7.30pm - 8.15pm

Join Keeley as she packs away
her memories into boxes and
journeys through her family
history to explore her 
relationship to the patriarchy.
This one woman performance
portrays three generations of
women in a moving, hilarious
and poignant journey exploring
the irony of choice through
feminist autobiographical 
performance.  It covers themes
of gender binaries, the right to
choose, growing up, domestic
violence, sexual harassment
and questions whether women
really can have it all.

Booking essential
www.ticketsource.co.uk/venue/EKMLGK
£8
Suitable for: 12+ years.

Pirates of New
Walk Museum

New Walk Museum
(29-Sep & 30th Sep)
11am - 5pm

Join us at New Walk for a
weekend of pirate activities 
inspired by Treasure Island.
Follow trails to uncover more
about the historical figures 
that inspired these novels; 
build your own pirate ship 
or take part in our on gallery
storytelling and reading 
sessions. 

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: All ages.

Bookbinding
Demonstration -
The Making of the
Book

The Guildhall - Library
12pm - 4pm

A demonstration of bookbinding
will be taking place in the Library
of the Guildhall Museum, in
conjunction with the exhibition
that will be running in the Library
from the 29th September to the
7th October. Visitors will have
the chance to watch bookbinders
making books using a variety of
techniques. You will also be
able to ask questions about
bookbinding.

The demonstration will take
place continually throughout
the day. 

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: 12 years+.

“If you don’t like to read, you haven’t
found the right book.” J.K. Rowling

SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEMBERSAT 29TH SEPT
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Picture Books

Westcotes Library
1pm - 3pm

Can you tell a story without
using any words? Come along
and experiment with a range 
of arts materials to create a
story in pictures. Practise your
drawing skills and add your
creation to our collaborative
Picture Book. An enjoyable 
afternoon for all the family!

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
Email: ginamollett@gmail.com
Suitable for: Families.

The Music in Our
Minds: A Lyrical
Journey with 
Martin Frost and
Mellow Baku

LCB Depot
1:30pm 

Come along to this hip and 
happening double bill - presenting
Martin Frost’s ‘Memoirs of a
Mod’, alongside a psychodelicious
set of music and words from
Mellow Baku. Mellow's voice
has been described as sublime
and her words are sometimes
subliminal. In ‘Memoirs of a
Mod’, Martin shares his 
experience as one young Mod
of the 60's - taking in historic/
iconic Leicester venues, from
The Granby to The Night Owl.
From screams of consciousness
to dreams of home, come 
journey through the music of
our minds. 
To share your own musically
inspired words and lyrics as
part of a welcoming open 
mic - arrive at 1.30pm and 
sign up with WORD! guest
compere, Jonathan Hurley. 

Pay What you Feel

Poetry without
Borders presents:
Tavengwa
Kaponda's Chisveru

Secular Hall
1pm - 3pm

Poetry without Borders 2018
features presentations on the
languages that are spoken in 
Leicester and the contribution
they make to the character of the
city; music from the Zimbabwe
Association Choir; and poetry
readings in Shona from Tavengwa
Kaponda's debut collection,
"Chisveru", with some of the
poems translated into English
and other languages.
Taking place as part of ER2018
and International Translation
Day and with support from the
Leicester City Council Ward
Community Fund (Castle Ward),
Poetry without Borders and
“Chisveru” aims to give the
Leicester community insight into
the diversity of languages that
are spoken here and the quality
and richness they lend to the
character of the city. At the
event, people will experience 
poetry and music in Shona, 
and in translation in English 
and other languages.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: All ages.

SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER
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SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER

Razia by Abda
Khan: A Novel that
explores Modern
Day Slavery 

The Phoenix. Midland - 
Morledge room 
1.30pm - 2.30pm

Come and hear Abda read 
exclusively from her soon to 
be published novel Razia, and
hear all about her successful
journey to publication through
crowdfunding with Unbound.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: 12+ years.

Tao Tales 
Workshop 

Curve 
1.30pm - 3.30pm

During this workshop we will
be exploring Taoist philosophy
in an accessible and exciting
way. Take a Journey of the
imagination to Eastern Asia, 
become inspired by Art, such 
as Mask and Origami making,
Theatre with puppetry and 
Storytelling. Existing fables
inspire stories of your own,
from trees to tigers and finding
your path, let the Tao guide
you. Once you have had an
afternoon exploring and 
making together, it will be
time to perform your stories
for family and friends, so they 
too can contemplate what
they mean. 

Pay what you feel
Suitable for: Families.

Donna Scott: 
Kebabble 

Leicester Guildhall
3pm - 4pm

“As a poet, Donna Scott was the
first official Bard of Northampton,
and has worked on storytelling
projects and exhibitions for
Northampton and Kettering
museums. She was co-editor of
Visionary Tongue, a fantasy
magazine for new writers, and
campaigns vociferously for the
upkeep of public libraries
(BBC's Big Questions, Sunday
Politics).”
People say Donna has big brains,
but is she really some kind of
genius or just an enigmatic idiot?
Donna ponders the complexities
of life, such as why do people
think she has more than one
brain? From Brainy Quotes to
Bedlam and The Beast via the
Black Country accent... will
synapses spark, or will she just
be talking out of the top of her
head? "Hilarious" - Laffacino,
Birmingham; "Seriously, the
woman is brilliant" - actual 
genius, Alan Moore.   

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
£3.00 
0116 2532569
Suitable for: Adults and Supervised 
Over 14's.
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Wordy Stitch 'n’
Bitch 

The Exchange Cellar
6pm - 10pm

Wordy Stitching Party. It 
doesn’t matter if you have
never stitched anything before,
this is all about expressing
yourself with embroidered
words. It’s a space for you to
take your mind off your 
everyday life and be in 
comfortable safe company. It’s
a time-out and a safe space to
just be yourself.  Something
women don’t get very often.
There will be feminist books
available to read and help with
ideas and quotes. Support with
stitching and inspiration will
also be available. Bring your
own materials if you desire but
there will be materials available
if you don’t. All ages of women
over 18 welcome. Hosted by 
Leicester Riot Grrrls. There 
will also be books available 
for participants to take home 
with them to enjoy.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Women only 18 years+

Margarete
Klopfleisch, 
activist and artist -
her story

Leicester Secular Hall
6.30pm - 8.30pm

An evening celebrating the 
life and work of Margarete
Klopfleisch, an anti-fascist 
activist who was forced to flee
from Nazi occupation and 
endured much suffering in her
life, yet produced some 
astonishing works of art.  Some
of these are exhibited in 
Leicester New Walk museum
and her daughter has written 
a book about her life and work.
A short talk, a short solo play
by Alison Dunne, performed 
by Hayley Thornton and a 
photographic display of 
Margarete's work. Her 
daughter and granddaughter
will be available for discussion
and to answer questions.  

Pay what you feel
Suitable for: Anyone 16 and over.

Daydreaming in 
reverse

Attenborough Arts Centre
11am - 1pm

This performance will focus 
on bringing the format of 
audiobooks to life with a live
soundtrack, creating an all 
immersive story telling 
experience while piecing 
together different segments
from different stories
(manuscripts of which will 
be provided at the start of the
event). In the second half 
people will also be invited to
bring along their own pieces 
of creative writing to perform
to a backdrop of improvised
original music and sound 
effects. 

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
BrandonOliver745@gmail.com
Suitable for: Adults only 
(contains adult only material).

SUNDAY 30TH SEPTEMBER MON 1ST OCTOBER



SpeakEasy
Jamshop - Words 
& Music Workshop

The Exchange, Leicester
3pm - 5pm

An opportunity to experience
transforming words with musical
soundscapes! This friendly, fun
and laid-back 2-hour workshop
explores reading aloud, poetry
making and performing with
live, improvised music. There
will be written text and materials
provided but feel free to bring
your own work or a favourite
poem. Published poet performer,
Lydia Towsey, and vocal lyricist
and musician Mellow Baku
guide you through creating and
sharing spoken words. People
and poets of all levels are welcome,
and no experience necessary.
This female-focussed event is 
inclusive and open to all. 

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
bootlegjazz@gmail.com
Suitable for: All welcome including 
babies & children, there may be adult
themes. Female friendly/focused 
workshop.
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MoonShare 
WordShine

The Exchange, Leicester
7pm - 10.30pm

Come join us in the cosy cellar
bar at The Exchange, for musical
poetry readings and spoken
word sharing! Bring your own
work or a favourite poem (or
shopping list, email or recipe!)
and perform to live improvised
music. With feature performances
from hosts; published poet 
performer Lydia Towsey, and
lyrical jazzer, Mellow Baku,
with special guest Jenny ‘Hib
Word’ Hibberd plus fantastic
female musicianship. We create
a safe space, and this female-
focussed event is inclusive and
open to all.

Pay what you feel 
Suitable for: Open to all. 
All children are welcome but there 
may be adult themes.

Celebrating 70
Years of the NHS

Secular Hall
7pm

NHS Campaigner Sally Ruane
talks about the history of the
NHS, what its original aims
were and the way neo-liberalism
has sought to undermine those
founding principles. She will
discuss the challenges now
facing the NHS, against a 
background of deliberate 
funding shortages and 
privatisation, and what a 
genuinely patient focussed
publicly run health service
should look like in the 21st 
century.

Turn up and Enjoy
Sponsored by NUT.
Suitable for: Any age.

MONDAY 1ST OCTOBER
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Artificial 
Intelligence
Arts/Science 
Showcase

LCB Depot
7.30pm - 9.30pm

An evening exploring the 
implications of the rise of 
Artificial Intelligence showcasing
cutting-edge research from the
University of Leicester. Professor
Jeremy Levesley, who leads the
research into AI at the university,
will provide a ‘preface from a
mathematician’. Meet the 
Frustrated Robot, who talks
about the way feelings get in
the way of rational thought.
Creative Writing PhD candidate
Kevan Manwaring will give a
reading from his series of 
‘AI-composed’ flash fictions,
GOLEM Speaks, commissioned
by the Centre for New Writing.
Interact with an AI live and
participate in a discussion in
the ‘AI Forum’. Help create a
network for future arts/science
collaborations across the city.  

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: All

Independent 
Publishing - the joys
and tribulations

Friends Meeting House (Library)
7:30pm - 9pm

Have you ever wondered how
small independent presses
come about? Or thought you
might like to set one up? Karin
Koller runs Soundswrite Press
and Quirky Press, two small
Leicester-based imprints.  To
date Karin has brought out 14
publications, including Leonie
Orton’s memoir ‘I Had It In
Me’. Come and hear Karin talk
about the joys and pitfalls of
indie publishing, and ask some
questions of your own.  

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: 12 years+

Green Reads: 
Everybody's 
Reading Soundbite
Special

Attenborough Arts Centre
12.45pm - 1.45pm

Join Mark Gwynne Jones, 
‘Psychicbread’ and ‘the Green
Room’ Writers for this one off,
verdant verge of voices, verses,
music and books - bought to
you by Brightsparks (arts in
mental health group) and 
partners - and celebrating 
Attenborough Arts’ new ‘Green
Room’ garden. Described as
“one of the most accomplished
performance poets in the land”
(The Guardian), Mark has 
authored five collections and
toured internationally. With a
‘Green Room - Pop up Library’
(courtesy of Leicester Libraries)
and seed swap (courtesy of 
Leicestershire and Rutland
Wildlife Trust) - kick back, 
listen carefully and read the
garden - the writing’s on the
(willow woven) wall…

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
0116 2522455 or arts-centre@le.ac.uk 
Suitable for: Adults, families and young
people aged 9+.

MONDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER TUES 2ND OCTOBER
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TUESDAY 2ND OCTOBER

An Audience with
Rosie Goodwin

Eyres Monsell Community 
Centre
1pm - 3pm

Rosie Goodwin, described by
the Nottingham Evening Post
as “A gifted writer, who tells a
cracking story and does so with
an insight into people that is
rarely found”, as well as being
pegged as “The new Catherine
Cookson” by the Coventry
Evening Telegraph, will be
coming to the Eyres Monsell
Community Centre. You can
come along and meet Rosie,
hear her read extracts from her
novels and speak on how she
approaches the process of 
writing. 

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Adults only 
(contains adult only material).

Brand New Beat:
Inspired by the 
Sixties

Leicester Central Library
1pm - 2.15pm 

Sporting fab gear from her 
vintage collection, fiction 
author and poet Deborah 
Tyler-Bennett will be reading
from her story collection, Brand
New Beat (King's England
Press), set in the 1960s. This 
session also features a Q&A, on
her inspirations from icons and
events of the decade. So come
along and share tales of music,
fashion, and comedy from a
book of swinging short fictions.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Adults and older young
people (15+).

Rights of 
passage 

Leicester New Walk Museum
1pm - 4pm   

People's Arts Collective invite
you to join us at this FREE
event on our Rights, drawing
inspiration from artworks in
the museum's Victorian Gallery.
There will be an enjoyable,
thought-provoking afternoon 
of poetry, story-telling, music,
visual arts and film, celebrating
human rights anniversaries. 

You are very welcome to join 
us in the performances and 
display, play or read your work
and to contact the organisers
for further details - you will
find us on Facebook at ‘People’s
Arts Collective, Leicester’.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Ages 12 +.
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Express Your Voice
- What do you want
to be NOISY about? 

The Exchange Cellar
4pm - 11pm 

Noisy Girls Recording Studio
Presents: An opportunity for
women and girls to express
your voices and tell us what
you want to be noisy about.
We will have our mobile studio
up and running and you can
record anything you have 
written or someone else has
written. Read us a poem you
have never read to anyone, sing
us an angry song. Just tell us
about something that has 
happened to you that you need
to get out of your system and
share. Think about #metoo, is
there anything you want to
say? We can change your voice
and make it anonymous if you
prefer that. We will be making
a film with all the recordings
we have permission to share
and there will be a photographer
available too, if you choose to
share yourself in that way. You
will not be videoed at all. This
will be a completely safe space.
All ages very, very welcome.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Women only.

Club Rockhaq 
session 1 

Brite Centre 
4.30pm - 6.30pm 

Sign up for a music journalism
workshop - a practical inspiring
introduction to reviews and
opinions reflecting modern
music for young people (9-13
years). Using books, magazines,
and websites to research the
best music writing. Be part 
of a new Brite Centre programme
- Listen - Read - Write - Enjoy.

Booking essential
0116 299 5476
Suitable for: 9 to 13 years.

Baroness Floella
Benjamin OBE 
70 Year anniversary of 
the arrival of Caribbean
People on the Empire
Windrush

African Caribbean Centre
5pm - 7pm 

Baroness Benjamin will be 
giving an inspirational talk to
the Leicester community on 
the positive impact of the 
Windrush generation, and their
offspring, in the worlds of 
politics, business, music and
food. Lady Benjamin has 
recently called for a national
Windrush Day on June 22 
every year.

Free to attend
Turn up and Enjoy!
Suitable for: 16 years+ 

TUESDAY 2ND OCTOBER
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Everybody’s Reading

LocaL Writers’ Fair
LocaL Writers Day 6th october, 10am - 3.30pm

Leicester Writers’ Showcase and Leicester Central Library are thrilled to present:

The fair is a free drop in event open to all. Workshops are all free 
but places are limited and we advise you to book a place in advance.

Whatever your interests in reading and writing, this is the place to
be on Saturday 6th October, so come along and make the most of
this fantastic networking opportunity. We will have stalls featuring
local writers, reading groups and publishers as well as two fantastic
workshops. We are still booking stall holders but to give you a
flavour of what we have lined up: We have confirmed...

Keen readers, come
along and discover
the amazing range of
fantastic work being
produced by our 
diverse local writing
talent. You’re sure to
find something new
and exciting to read.

Keen readers

Writers and aspiring
writers, come and
talk about your own
writing project, get
tips on writing 
technique, getting 
published and how
promote your work.

Writers and aspiring
writers

Dahlia Publishing is
a small independent
press based in 
Leicester. We 
champion regional
and diverse fiction
and work with early
career writers to 
develop their writing.

Dahlia Publishing



17www.everybodysreading.co.uk

Leicester Writers'
Club is a group of 
professional and
semi-professional
writers who meet
each Thursday to
discuss works-in-
progress and marketing
tips. The club runs 
advanced masterclasses,
a writing retreat, 
social events and
speaker events, 
usually talks from
agents, publishers
and editors. 

Leicester Writers’
Club

Here in The Writers'
Shed, we know about
the challenges of
craft and the struggle
towards publication.
The Writers’ Shed is
stocked with tools to
help sharpen your
wordsmithing and
storycraft.

Writers' Shed

Farhana Shaik of Dahlia Publishing 
and Leicester Writes:
'What are editors looking for?'
What does an editor do and what are they
looking for from new writing? This session
will offer an insight into how publishing
works and tips on submitting your work.

Local Writers’ Fair workshops…
11am-1pm

Power up your writing with this taster
workshop from the Writers' Shed. Novelist
Rod Duncan and widely published poet
and non-fiction writer Siobhan Logan will
share some of the tricks of the trade. The
workshop will include short writing
activities, discussion and example texts
to deliver a range of ideas and techniques.

Writers' Shed Taster Workshop
1.30pm-3.30pm

WouLD you Like a staLL at theFair?Email central-library@leicester.gov.uk 

with the subject Local Writers Fair/Stalls. 

Limited availability so do it now 
or at the latest by 

Sunday 23rd September. 
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Everybody’s Reading,
Supporting Schools
across the City

2018 will be the fourth year that Everybody’s
Reading has run the Sue Townsend Award in
honour of an incredible author and Leicester
local. Leicester schools have been invited to
nominate two pupils who have shown great
promise in their creative writing. Winners will
be announced during the festival.

Sue Townsend Award 2018

The festival is thrilled to once again be able to support reading events
in schools across the city. This year we have events taking place that
really focus on encouraging pupils to engage through reading with
others outside of their immediate school environment, whether 
that’s their own families or, like English Martyrs, residents of the
local care home. 

Mayflower Primary will be celebrating David Walliams 10 year 
anniversary, Whitehall are sharing stories through an afternoon 
of reading events inviting parents to get involved with a book trail 
and reading quizzes and Stokes Wood will be performing poetry 
to family and friends at the 'I wonder if...' BBQ!
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Don’t Go Into The
Cellar - 'Stuff and
Nonsense' 

Leicester Guildhall
7pm - 9pm

Enjoy an audience with Mr 
Edward Lear, King of the 
Nonsense Rhyme and Loopy
Limerick! Allow him to entertain
you with tall tales concerning
his life and times, the people,
flora and fauna he encountered
along the way, and his own
inimitable philosophy of life.
Oh, and a certain owl and a
particular pussycat are both
guaranteed! Aimed at introducing
modern audiences to the 
wonderful word-play of Edward
Lear, this one-man show 
combines his much loved
works with fascinating insights
into one of classic literatures
greatest creative minds. Music
and multi-role play (and maybe
a little audience participation!)
makes this a charming addition
to our new programme.    

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
£10.00 / £8.00
0116 2532569
Suitable for: Families and Adults.

Philosophy in the
Pub(lic library)

BRITE Centre
7pm - 9pm 

You don’t have to have read
Plato; everyone is a philosopher!
Community philosophy is all
about what you think. Come
and join our relaxed, friendly,
facilitated discussion and help
us answer the question “How
should we decide what to read
and is some material of higher
value than others?” Win a £15
book token in our prize draw.   

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: All. Everyone is 
a philosopher!

Finding the
Extraordinary

Friends Meeting House
7pm - 9.30pm  

Soundswrite is an open group
for all women with an enthusiasm
for poetry. In conjunction with
Soundswrite, award-winning
poet Cathy Grindrod will lead a
poetry workshop: we will read
and discuss poems by poets
who capture the extraordinary
in the everyday and help us see
the world with new eyes, then
create our own poems in response.
The workshop is free and open
to all women over the age of 16
years. 

Booking essential
soundswritepoetry@gmail.com or phone
Jayne on 0116 240 4246 or 07808
957216
Suitable for: Women only. 16+ years.

TUESDAY 2ND OCTOBER
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Crossing Creative
Boundaries - Adam
Baron

King’s Suite
King Richard III Visitor Centre
6.30pm - 7.30pm 

Author of crime, literary and
children’s fiction and Associate
Professor of Creative Writing 
at Kingston University, Adam
Baron discusses his determination
to explore different genres of
fiction and explains how this
creative freedom has helped
him to grow as a writer. An 
intriguing session for all 
aspiring writers and especially
those who worry about 
tailoring their work to a 
particular genre!

Adam Baron is the author of
five novels for adults, all of
which have been widely 
translated and dramatised for
BBC Radio 4, these include 'It
Was You' and 'Hold Back the
Night'

Booking essential
www.adambaron.eventbrite.co.uk
£2.50

Reading Between
the Lines

Leicester University
7.30pm - 10pm  

Reading Between the Lines' 
- a look at how information is
reported and how reporters
make sense of this, with Steve
Sweeney: International Editor
for the Morning Star. We have
invited him to discuss in 
general terms how journalists
access relevant information and
what they do with it; and Rami
Abdurrahman: Director of the
Syrian Observatory for Human
Rights - SOHR, internationally
recognised as a credible source
of information about events in
Syria. Other speakers tbc. 

Turn up and Enjoy
Suitable for: Anyone aged 12+ 
(some sensitive issues are likely).

The Russian 
Revolution Trilogy 

Phoenix - Burton/Morledge
Room
7pm  

Author Alan Gibbons response
to the anniversary of the Russian
Revolution was to note that it
seemed to be inspiring very 
little fiction. As a contribution
to putting that right, he has
written ‘The Revolution Trilogy’,
three books tracing the course
of the revolution and its impact
on people’s lives. The three
books, ‘Winds of October’,
‘Reason in Revolt’ and ‘Spurn
the Dust’, From the first uprisings
to the taking of power and then
the descent into a brutal civil
war, Alan’s books share with 
us the daily lives of his young 
revolutionaries. Alan will read
extracts from the novels, talk
about his inspiration and why
he wanted to write new fiction
about the Revolution. All 
welcome. 

Turn up and Enjoy
Sponsored by NUT.
Suitable for: 14 years +.

TUESDAY 2ND OCTOBER



Show and Read

Caribbean Court
12.30pm - 2pm  

Various cultural visual displays
and demonstrations with 
descriptive written information 
to promote reading.

Turn up and Enjoy
Suitable for: All, specifically senior 
citizens.

22 erfestivalleic               /everybodysreading

Joy of Reading 
Together

Shama Women's Centre &
Caribbean Court
9.30am - 11am  

A range of appropriate books will
be available to parents and in some
cases to children, so that books can
be selected before the event. Books
will be in different community 
languages, to encourage 
participation and involvement 
and can inspire them to become
fully involved.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Families

WEDNESDAY 3RD OCTOBER

Reading, All
Ready!

Leicester Adult Education 
College
10am - 12pm 

After last year's successful
Ready, Steady, Read! event,
where over 180 adults took up
the reading challenge, we want
to encourage adults to continue
to be inspired by reading and 
realise the joy reading can bring.
Reading, All Ready! will pick up
where RSR! left off and challenge
adult readers once more.

Booking essential
Reception at Leicester Adult Education
College
Suitable for: Adults only 
(contains adult only material).
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WORD! Presents: 
A Workshop with
John Hegley

The Guildhall
2pm - 4pm

Join WORD! (longest running
poetry night in the Midlands) for
this open to all workshop with
the Godfather of performance
poetry. John Hegley has been
referred to as ‘Comedy’s Poet
Laureate’ (The Independent),
’Scandalously talented’ (Sunday
Times) and ‘An incurable 
entertainer’ (Guardian). A 
regular sell-out at the Edinburgh
Festival, and everywhere else -
he has appeared on TV, radio
and internationally - and 
authored ten books of verse,
two CDs and one mug. No 
experience necessary, suitable
for adults and those 
approaching double figures. 

Free to attend - Booking essential:
0116 2532569
Suitable for: Adults and 12 years+.

Colourful Tales 

Fosse Centre 
4pm - 6pm  

Join us for fantastic Colourful
Tales from round the world…
Enjoy Stories of Colour. Go on a
Treasure Book Hunt around the
Library. Create your family
colourful storybook to share 
tales at home.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Children aged 5-12.

Literary Pub Quiz! 

The Exchange
6pm - 9pm  

Think you know your E L
James from your P D James?
How about your Matilda from
your Carrie? Put your literary
knowledge to the test with the
inaugural Leicester Literary
Pub Quiz! Rounds will include
General (Bookish) Knowledge;
Guess the Cover, Who Starred
in the Movie and Name That
Author. Winning team will 
receive £50 Waterstones
voucher, runners up will 
receive a copy of the latest 
bestseller and there will be 
special prizes for the best 
team name! 

Pay what you feel
Suitable for: Adults/students 18+.

WEDNESDAY 3RD OCTOBER



How to Make Your
School or Work-
place an LGBT+
friendly place

Leicester Adult Education 
Centre
7pm  
Elly Barnes is one of the UK’s most
prominent LGBTQ+ campaigners.
Her book, written with Educate
& Celebrate! gives teachers,
governors and other staff the
knowledge, strategies and 
confidence they need to make
schools genuinely inclusive for
all. Covering the changes to
law, including the Equality Act
2010 which requires active 
promotion of acceptance, what
language to use, case studies and
much more, it is a must have
guide for all those involved in
education, including parents.
Developing a truly inclusive
education benefits us all. Come
along for a stimulating and
provocative evening committed
to real change. “It’s that word
tradition I really can’t stand.
We’ve done a lot of things over
the years. We used to drown
witches because it was traditional,
but we don’t do that anymore
because it’s silly.”

Turn up and Enjoy
Sponsored by NUT.
Suitable for: 12 years +.

Singing for Our
Lives: Stories from
the Street Choirs

Secular Hall
7:30pm

An evening of stories and song
hosted by Red Leicester choir and
the Campaign Choirs Writing
Collective. Singing for Our Lives
records the personal stories and
experiences of people who 
participate in street choirs, and
the unique social practices 
created within them. The book
tells the important, if often
overlooked story, of how 
making music can contribute
to non-violent, just and 
sustainable social transitions. 

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: All ages.

Municipal Dreams.
The Rise and Fall
of Council Housing
in Leicester and 
Beyond

Pork Pie Library
7pm - 9pm

John Boughton's recently 
published book Municipal Dreams:
the Rise and Fall of Council 
Housing presents an alternative
history of Britain.  Traversing
the nation in this comprehensive
social, political and architectural
history of council housing, he
offers a tour of some of the best
of our housing estates, some
happily ordinary, some judged
notorious. He asks us to 
understand their complex story
and to rethink our prejudices.
‘Municipal Dreams’ looks at
how the state’s duty to house its 
people decently became central
to our politics and makes it
clear why that legacy and its
promise should be defended.
John’s talk will look at the 
Saffron Lane Estate and the
broader history of council 
housing in Leicester in 
particular.

Turn up and enjoy.
Suitable for: Any age welcome, 
although content may be most 
suitable for 14 years+.
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Day out?
We know that it can be difficult to get to events during the Everybody's Reading
Festival throughout the week, especially for families! So we're really pleased that our
weekends have so much to offer. Here is an idea of how you could spend Saturday
29th September immersing yourself in reading events for all of the family.

Start the day…

An

1. aylestone
Leisure centre 
and Library

from 10am-12pm with 'The Aliens 
have landed!' Great for 3-8 year olds 

and their parents. 

3. Pirates 
of New Walk 

Museum!

An all day event from 11am-5pm, 
stop in here after your fun in 

Wonderland for a mix of activities. 

More details on Page 4!

2. the 
attenborough 
arts centre 

for 'Alice's Adventure', make it in 
time for the 1:30pm session, great 

for families. 

A   30 minute walk or 
a 6 minute drive

just an 
8 minute walk!

An 11 minute
walk

More details on Page 4!

More details on Page 3!

4. Drop in to 
see tim clarkes
'simple Lines' 

exhibition at the
exchange bar 

right near the Curve Theatre. You can 
grab a lovely coffee and some great 
cake at the Exchange as well to end 

your day of reading fun.

'More details on Page 43!

SATURDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER
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Dear Zoo

The Brite Centre
11am - 12pm

Fun interactive reading sessions
for babies and pre-school 
children with their parents/
carers, based on the classic 
children's book Dear Zoo by
Rod Campbell. Join us for lots
of animal antics, poems, music
making and singing, and learn
some baby sign language.  

Booking advised
0116 299 5476
Suitable for: Pre-School Children.
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WORD! Presents:
John Hegley: New 
& Selected

The Guildhall
7:30pm

Join us for this very special
evening with John Hegley -
‘Comedy’s Poet Laureate’ (The
Independent), ’Scandalously
talented’ (Sunday Times) and
‘An incurable entertainer’
(Guardian) - as part of his ‘New
& Selected’ autumn 2018 tour.
Alongside the potato poems are
other vegetable activities, 
including Pass the Parsnip,
Flinging the Fennel and 
possibly Vegetaboules.
Certainly some French content.
Family songs and stories.
Hearts broken and mended.
Come and singalong. Devised
to some extent for adults but
with certain appeal to any 
approaching double figures.

Book early to avoid disappointment,
tickets available via The Guildhall on:
0116 2532569
Suitable for: Adults and 12 years+.

Philosophy 
In Pubs 

The Exchange 
7.30pm - 9pm  

You don’t have to have read Plato;
everyone is a philosopher!
Community philosophy is all

about what you think. Come
and join our relaxed, friendly,
facilitated discussion and help
us answer the question 
“Speculative/Science fiction
often explores a different way
of doing things. Can this help
us to understand the ‘human
condition’ and is it helpful?”

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: All adults – everyone is 
a philosopher!

WEDNESDAY 3RD OCTOBER THURS 4TH OCTOBER
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Shakespeare for
the Terrified (or
Rusty)

Central Library
12pm - 1pm

Do you shudder at the thought
of Shakespeare? Have you 
always planned to try watching
one of his plays? Or are you
studying Shakespeare for
exams?

Come along for a very gentle
introduction to Shakespeare.
Find out what all the fuss is
about!

Why is he still so popular all
over the world four centuries
on? We will look at one or two
plays aided by film excerpts.
Be prepared to be converted!
(The converted are also 
welcome.)

Turn up and Enjoy
Suitable for: 12 years +.

Labelled!' - 
Rebellious Writing
Workshop

Attenborough Arts Centre
2pm - 4pm 

Tim Bombdog invites you to a
rebellious writing workshop
where we will explore labelling,
stigma, and discrimination and
write poetry to get things off
our backs! Material produced at
the workshop will be edited
into an anthology of work for
distribution to participants and
the people of Leicester. There
will be an opportunity for par-
ticipants to perform at a special
WORD! open mic night which
will take place, at The Attenbor-
ough Arts Centre, in the
evening after the workshop.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Mental Health Service
Users, members of our LGBT+ 
community, vulnerable + socially 
excluded people, and people who 
struggle with reading + writing.

The History of
Crime Fiction: From
1840 to the present
day

Belgrave Library
2pm - 3pm

This talk will appeal to anyone
with an interest in crime fiction.
By highlighting major authors
such as Agatha Christie and Ian
Rankin, and detectives such as
Sherlock Holmes and Inspector
Morse, the talk will show how
crime fiction has developed from
its early days in Victorian Britain
to the global phenomenon it is
now. John Martin is a former 
Leicestershire Librarian, now 
an author and speaker. He is the
author of Crime Scene Britain and
Ireland (Five Leaves, 2014) 
“Enthusiasm and scholarship
shine from every page" - Barry
Forshaw, Crime reviewer for
The Times and The Guardian.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Adults and older
teenagers.

THURSDAY 4TH OCTOBER
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Writing from 
Reading - Poetry
Workshop

De Montfort University,
Clephan Building
2pm - 4pm  

Have you ever wanted to read
more contemporary poetry? Do
you need fresh ideas for your
own writing?  In this workshop
writer, Pam Thompson, will 
introduce you to a selection of
contemporary poems for you 
to enjoy and also to stimulate
ideas for new poems of your
own. There will also be some
fun writing prompts to help
you along. Beginners and 
more experienced writers are
welcome.

Booking essential
pamthompson240@yahoo.co.uk
Suitable for: Adults only 
(contains adult only material).

Club Rockhaq 2

Brite Centre 
4.30am - 6.30pm  

Sign up for a music journalism
workshop-a practical inspiring
introduction to reviews and
opinions reflecting modern music
for young people (14 years +). 

Using books, magazines, and
websites to research the best
music writing. Be part of a new
Brite Centre programme - 
Listen - Read - Write - Enjoy.

Booking essential
0116 299 5476
Suitable for: Young people 12+.

Words and Stitches

St Barnabas Library
5pm - 7pm 

A multi-sensory poetry and
craft workshop where you can
listen to, share and explore the
beauty and emotions found in
words and poems. Using these
words as inspirations, workshop
facilitators from Little Bird SOS
will support you in making
your own small wall hanging
using a wide-range of recycled 
materials. All materials and
light refreshments provided.

Booking essential
0776 0232059
Suitable for: Adults only
(contains adult only material).
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Doctors and
Nurses - a poetry
workshop

Leicester Friends Meeting
House
6pm - 8pm

Come and join us at a 
workshop to celebrate the 70th
anniversary of the NHS led by
Rob Gee, a Leicester based 
performance poet. This is a 
participatory workshop. Rob
will read some of his work and
help participants to get started
with their own writing. If you
have your own poetry and
prose about doctors and nurses
please bring it along to share. 

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: People interested in the
NHS and poetry. 

Flash Fiction for
Activists and 
Agitators

Phoenix Midland-Morledge
room
6.30om - 7.30pm

Flash fiction is very short fiction,
usually under 1000 words. The
best flash fiction can shake up
the reader and change how they
see the world. This makes flash
the perfect form for activists,
agitators and those who can
imagine a better world. In this
interactive workshop on the
theme of gender and equality,
flash fiction writer Hannah
Stevens explores how flash can
free us up and give us new ways
of thinking. Come prepared to
be challenged and inspired.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: 18+ years.

Walter Tull – his
life and legacy

The Race Equality Centre
7pm

Tull was one of Britain’s first
Black professional football 
players. He was also the first
Black person to become an 
officer and lead troops into 
battle in the British Army.
Tull was killed in action on 
25 March 1918.
Speakers: Simone Pound, 
Head of Equality and 
Diversity, Professional 
Footballers’ Association;
John Williams, University 
of Leicester Unit for Diversity,
Inclusion and Community 
Engagement.
Followed by open discussion.
#Tull100

Free 
Turn up and Enjoy

THURSDAY 4TH OCTOBER



Quilted Sewing 
Bee Book Cover

Crafty Sew & So
10.30am - 1.30pm

Make a super sewing bee
quilted slip-on book cover in
this simple workshop suitable
for new sewists or those with
some experience. Cover your
favourite book or make a
sewing journal using the A5
notebook provided.

Booking essential
info@craftysewandso.com
Suitable for: Adults and Young people
aged 12+.

Everybody's 
Reading's Open 
Mic Special

Attenborough Arts Centre
7pm -9.30pm  

BrightSparks: Arts in Mental
Health group, in partnership
with Word, Leicestershire 
Partnership NHS Trust, The
People’s Arts Collective, and
The Attenborough Arts Centre
present the Everybody's 
Reading Festivals’ very own
Open Mic night. Come and 
perform what you’ve written
during the festival! With 
special guests Ralph Dartford
and The Bradgate Writers and 
support act Mandy Brook.

Pay what you feel
Booking recommended, tickets will 
most likely be available at the event
0116 252 2455
Suitable for: Mental Health Service
Users, members of our LGBT+ 
community, vulnerable + socially 
excluded people, and people who 
struggle with reading + writing 
(Open to the public?.
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Story Sparks: 
writing that
sparked writers

Phoenix Square 
7pm - 9pm  

All writers start by reading 
and falling in love with stories.
Come to Leicester Writers' Club
and discover which stories
sparked writers' imaginations.
Leicester Writers' Club celebrates
its 60th anniversary this year
and members include published
authors in fiction, including 
science fiction and fantasy, 
romance, historical fiction and
thrillers, poetry, children’s
books and non-fiction. For 
Everybody's Reading, four
members will discuss the 
stories that inspired and 
influenced their writing and
read extracts from those 
stories.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: 15+ years, evening event
so unlikely to appeal to younger 
children.
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FRIDAY 6TH OCTOBER

Dear Zoo

Fosse Library
11am - 12pm  

Fun interactive reading sessions
for babies and pre-school 
children with their parents/
carers, based on the classic 
children's book Dear Zoo by 
Rod Campbell. Join us for lots 
of animal antics, poems, music
making and singing, and learn
some baby sign language.

Booking essential
0116 225 4995
Suitable for: Pre-School Children.

Ady's Book Club
"LIVE"

Radio Leicester Studios
12pm - 4pm  

Come to BBC Radio Leicester,
grab a free drink and snack, talk
reading with us and maybe chat
to Ady live on air. 49 great reads
featured so far! What do you
think about them? What would
you like to see featured? Even if
Ady’s Book Club is news to you,
come along and get involved
today. Free prize draw to win
copies of books featured so far
and we will announce our 
October book of the month 
and shortlist at the event.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Adults and older teens.

Poetry Workshop
with Shruti
Chauhan 

Belgrave Library
1pm - 3pm 

Come along to this free workshop
with poet and performer, Shruti
Chauhan. Participants will generate
and develop new poetry through
a range of exercises, with an 
opportunity to share work and
receive feedback. This workshop
is for anyone interested in writing
poetry, whether they’re a 
beginner or a more experienced
writer. Participants do not have
to be fluent in English and may
write in their mother tongue if
they wish. Paper and pens will
be provided.

Booking essential
Belgrave Library: 0116 299 5500
Suitable for: 16 years+.

FRIDAY 5TH OCTOBER

“Books are the quietest and most constant
of friends; they are the most accessible
and wisest of counselors, and the most

patient of teachers.” Charles William Eliot
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Make a felt 
book-worm book
cover - kids 
workshop 

Crafty Sew & So
4pm - 5pm

Little fingers can get crafty in
this after school sewing session.
Make a felt book-worm book
cover using hand sewing 
techniques. 

Booking essential
Email info@craftysewandso.com
Suitable for: Children aged 5-12 years.

"To Live Outside
the Law You Must
Be Honest!" Bob
Dylan, Protest and
the Counterculture

Secular Hall
7pm  

From being the darling of the
Civil Rights Movement in the
early 60s with his songs of Social
Comment and Righteous
Anger, to his "betrayal" of that
movement when he "went 
electric" only three years later
which was seen as a sell-out to
commercialism. This talk looks
at the extraordinary rise and 
influence of Bob Dylan, from his
reluctant role as "spokesperson
of his generation" to his bizarre
encounters with A.J. Weberman,
self-styled Dylanologist, 
Garbologist and founder of the
DLF (Dylan Liberation Front)
which at one point counted
John Lennon as one of it's 
members. The talk will include
live performances of some of
Dylan's greatest songs including
"Masters of War" "Times They
are A-Changin'" "Positively 4th
Street" "Absolutely Sweet
Marie" and many more.

Turn up and Enjoy
Sponsored by NUT.
Suitable for: Any age.

Everybody's 
Reading Annual
Book Quiz 

Beaumont Leys Library
7pm - 9pm

Bring your team and test your
knowledge in our annual 
Everybody’s Reading Book
Quiz. This year we will focus on
popular fiction and literature
and use a Pub Quiz format. So
why not join us for a fun and
relaxed evening and be in with
a chance of winning a fantastic
prize for your team. Teams of 
3-5 people are welcome to 
register. Registration deadline
Friday 28th September.

Booking essential
westcotes.lib@leicester.gov.uk or 
0116 2995510
Suitable for: Adults only 
(contains adult only material).

FRIDAY 5TH OCTOBER
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Maestra - the
Cuban Literacy 
Project

Leicester LGBT Centre
7pm - 9pm

Everybody’s Reading Event -
Cuba Solidarity Campaign 
Leicester Local Group – 
sponsored by City of Leicester
NEU – NUT Section – film
‘Maestra’. ‘Maestra’ is a short
documentary film about the
youngest women teachers of
the 1961 Cuban Literacy 
Campaign. Today Cuba has
one of the highest literacy rates
in the world and the highest 
literacy rate in Latin America.
It continues its work to increase
world literacy rates by sending
volunteers to countries with
low literacy rates.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: All, except young 
children.

Local Writers' 
Fair

Leicester Central Library
10am - 3.30pm 

Come along to our Local 
Writers’ fair at Leicester Central
Library. We have talks, book
signings and workshops. This
is a great opportunity for 
readers to meet local writers,
get signed copies of their books
and join a workshop or two.
This is also a great networking
opportunity for anyone involved
in reading or writing in the city
and surrounding area. See page
16 for more information

Free to attend - Turn up and enjoy
Booking recommended for workshops,
as there are limited places available.
0116 2995401 or email
central-library@leicester.gov.uk
Suitable for: All.

Traditional 
Tales

De Montfort Hall
10am - 11:15am
12pm - 1:15pm
2pm - 3:15pm

Dress up as your favourite
character from a fairy tale and
come and enjoy this 1 hour 15
minute session with storyteller
and performer Lindsey Warnes
Carroll. This interactive 
storytelling session is based on
fairy-tales, including Peter 
Pan - this year's Panto at De
Montfort Hall, and will include
craft making, actions and songs
to accompany the stories. Most
suited to children aged from 3
to 8 years and their grown-ups.
Event held in the Victoria Suite.
Refreshments available.

Booking essential
£5.00 for children, accompanying
adults free
0116 233 3111
Suitable for: Children aged from 3 to 8
years and their parents/carers.

SATURDAY 6TH OCTOBERFRI 5TH OCTOBER



How the West 
Was Lost

The Secular Hall
10.30am - 12.30pm 

The Bard of Windmill presents
a treatise for our troubled times
encompassing tragedy, history
and comedy; satire, philosophy
and social comment; drama,
theatricality and hilarity. He
has been poet in residence and
co-director of Bristol's longest
running variety show since
2008. "Brilliant, captivating,
cheering" - Chippenham Folk
Festival, "Amazing performer,
such a unique skill in terms of
creativity and delivery. His 
engagement with audience
makes it exciting and alive." 
- Barnstaple Theatre Festival
2017

Turn up and enjoy
£5.00 / £3.00
Concession: £3.00 / Family: £10
Suitable for: Adults only 
(contains adult only material).

A Midsummer
Night's Dream
Workshop 

Attenborough Arts Centre 
12.30pm - 1.30pm

Enter into the world of A 
Midsummer's Night’s Dream.
A sensory exploration in the
land of fairies, play along with
Puck and Titania in this 
fantastical forest and experience
being part of this Shakespeare
classic. A ridiculously enjoyable
comedy trip through this 
fantastic play, part storytelling,
part workshop, you complete
the story! Become a co-star,
play games that explore the
themes. There will be dress up
and wig swapping aplenty, this
is a drama workshop unlike no
other, expect chaos!  

Pay what you feel
Suitable for: All children.

Ramayana 
Puppets 

Belgrave Neighbourhood 
Centre
10.30am - 4.30pm  

Hear the legendary story of 
Ramayana and choose a 
character to create inspired by
Indian Art. The puppets made
will perform a stunning
shadow puppet show for 
family and friends. 

Booking essential
0116 2221004
Suitable for: Children aged 5-12 years.
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Considering Class
Theory, Culture and
the Media in the
21st Century

Secular Hall
1pm  

The concept of Social class is 
essential to any understanding
of inequality. Amidst zero hours
contracts, benefits cuts and 
austerity how does class work
in the world today? Why do 
so few workers see a need 
or feel able to challenge a 
society geared to the needs 
of a privileged few? This 
important book shows why 
a process of reconstructing
class-consciousness is needed
for meaningful change to 
happen and that this must 
also take place in the arena 
of culture, where everyday 
values, habits and media 
representations come into play.
A chance to debate some of the
key social questions that face 
us today. 

Turn up and Enjoy
Sponsored by NUT.
Suitable for: 16 years +.

Leicester Cathedral
Reading Trail

Leicester Cathedral
1.30pm - 3.30pm 

From pirates and wizards to
princesses and teddy bears,
there are friends for all to find
on the Leicester Cathedral
Reading Trail. It is an exciting
new way to read more and to
have fun. If you join the 
challenge, you will be given 
a map, which will guide you
through an enchanted land.
Each item you read will lead
you one-step further on your
journey.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: All children.

Tom McLaughlin:
Show me the
Funny: tales from a
dyslexic author

Phoenix, Midland-Morledge
room
2pm - 3pm

Tom will be talking about his
experiences of being a dyslexic
author/illustrator. As well as
live drawing demonstrations
and readings, he’ll be talking
about the story making process
from idea to finished picture
book or chapter novel. Some of
Tom's titles include 'Up, Up
and Away', 'The Accidental 
Secret Agent' and 'The Story
Machine'. Tom also used to
write scripts and design 
characters for various 
animation channels - so he's 
not short on experience!

Turn up and Enjoy!
Suitable for: ages 5 - 10, but fun for 
all the family.



Ready To Go

African Caribbean Centre
2pm - 4pm 

This is a poetry workshop led
by Lydia Towsey, which is
open to everyone, but homeless
people and sofa-surfers are 
particularly welcome. We all
have poetry within us and
Lydia makes sure we have 
fun in finding it.

Come along to this free event 
organised by the Dawn Centre
and South Highfields Neighbours
Turn up and enjoy.
Suitable for: All, particularly homeless
and vulnerably housed people.
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Do Literary Prizes
Matter?

The Exchange
2pm - 5pm

Literary Prizes are an 
ever-present feature of book
culture today, with new awards
appearing on a near weekly
basis. But as more and more
awards are established, are they
losing their importance? Join 
us for an open and frank 
conversation with writers, 
publishers, literary prize judges
and researchers who will offer
their insights on whether prizes
really make a difference to 
writers and try to answer the
question: are there too many
literary prizes?

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Adults only 
(contains adult only material).

Express yourself
Ladies! - Readings
& Workshop

City Retreat 
2pm - 5pm 

Express Yourself, Ladies! is
back. We want to encourage
creative expression, the freedom
of letting go, and confidence in
saying it like it is. Join us for a
free creative writing workshop,
which will inspire you to explore
things that matter and write
from a place that is deeply 
personal. With spoken word
and poetry readings from
women who are seeking refuge,
living in exile or just have
something to say.       

Pay what you feel
Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/express-your-
self-ladies-writing-workshop-and-read-
ings-tickets-45901159604 
Suitable for: Women only.



The Tale of the
Ugly Duckling

Pork Pie Library and 
Community Centre
3pm - 4pm

This year regulars at the festival
Stage Left Theatre Workshop
present Hans Christian 
Andersen’s classic tale of how
appearances are deceiving and
what really matters is the 
goodness inherent in even the
seemingly ugliest of creatures.
Originally a Christmas show 
in 2016, it uses traditional and
physical theatre and story-
telling to bring this much-loved
story to life.   It is both an adult
and children’s piece and a 
wonderful introduction or 
reminder of the wonder of
reading for all the family.   

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
www.stagelefttheatre.co.uk
Suitable for: Families.
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Take Part in Story
& Poetry Reading

Attenborough Arts Centre
2pm - 4pm 

This workshop will be led by
Fiona Linday who is compiling
an anthology of new work from
learners at the Attenborough.
Come along to listen to the
tutor alongside workshoppers
reading extracts from their
short stories and poetry, to be
included in the Family Matters
paperback. The audience is 
encouraged to offer applause
and positive comments. The
contents are suitable for anyone
over twelve years. These 
inspirational readings will
showcase new creative writers
as they connect with a small 
audience.

Turn up and enjoy 
Suitable for: Young people 12+.

The Acting Class
(Film) 

Secular Hall
3pm 

It is by telling stories that a 
society talks to itself, finds out
about itself and engages with
the rest of the world. What kind
of stories do we tell if only 10%
of actors come from working
class backgrounds? Actors
Chris Eccleston, Julie 
Hesmondhalgh, Maxine Peake,
Samuel West and others talk
about why this situation should
concern everyone and how
things have got harder since
they entered the industry. This
is not a film about acting; it is
about the lack of working class
representation on our stages
and our screens. It is a story of
social inequality and how that
impacts on the performing arts.
Take the chance to see this
award-winning documentary.

Just Turn up and Enjoy
Sponsored by NUT.
Suitable for: Any age.

SATURDAY 6TH OCTOBER



 Rob Palk - 'Animal
Lovers' reading and
Q+A

Haymarket Theatre - Upstairs
foyer stage
5pm - 6pm  

When Stuart married Marie,
who saved his life, he didn’t 
expect her to leave him to
protest the badger cull. Stuart
can care about badgers too – if
it means getting his wife back.
But out in the woods animal 
instincts are stirring. Stuart’s
about to enter a world of sexy
witches, militant vegans and
gun-toting farmers in this dark
comedy about nature and love. 
Rob Palk wrote Animal Lovers
while recovering from a nearly
fatal illness and the collapse of
his marriage. 

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Adults only 
(18+ Adult content).

Hansel and Gretel -
a scourge of our
times? 

Pork Pie Library and 
Community Centre
7pm - 8pm  

A first for the festival. Watch as
Stage Left Theatre Workshop
take the first steps in a rehearsal
setting to creating a challenging
piece with child abuse as a 
central theme. This is Hansel
and Gretel plus. An old tale
woven seamlessly into the 
new.  A process of original 
theatre making, learning how
texts can be given an entirely
new and exciting makeover. 
An interesting masterclass of 
writing, acting, and direction
from a popular company at 
the ER festival.   

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
www.stagelefttheatre.co.uk
Suitable for: All, but may contain
themes unsuitable for younger 
children – parental discretion advised.
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The Making of 
the Book - 
Demonstration 
and Talk

The Guildhall - Library
11am - 4pm  

A demonstration of bookbinding
will be taking place in the Library
of the Guildhall Museum,
Guildhall Lane, Leicester in
conjunction with the exhibition
that will be running in the
Library from the 29th of
September to the 7th of 
October. Visitors will have the
chance to watch bookbinders
making books using a variety 
of techniques. You will also be
able to ask questions about
bookbinding.

The demonstration will take
place continually throughout
the day.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Anybody over 12 years 
of age.
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Gerald Dickens - A
Tale of Two Cities

Leicester Guildhall
7.30pm - 9.45pm 

Gerald Dickens, the Great Great
Grandson of Charles Dickens,
brings a brand new one-man
show of the classic novel 'A
Tale of Two Cities' to the 
historic Guildhall.

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
£12.00 / £10.00
0116 2532569
Suitable for: Families

BookSong – 
Mellow Baku 

Riverside Cafe at DMU
8pm - 10.30pm 

Booksong Jazz – Mellow Baku
performs popular Jazz standards:
American songbook repertoire
and instrumentals, with fresh
takes on old classics and new
and original lyrics. Come listen
inside the cosy Riverside café or
sit by the riverside, and read
about the American Songbook
writers of the 1920s-30s from
Ida Cox to Cole Porter. Sip
wine, nurse beer, a cup of tea or
dine finely while Mellow floats
your boat with all things under
the moon.

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
£7.00 
Concession: £4.50 / Family: 2 for 1
Book via:
www.booksong.eventbrite.com/
or at the Riverside Cafe.
Suitable for: All. Child friendly content
and venue.
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Widening 
Westcotes Words
with Alison Dunne

Westcotes Library
1pm - 3pm 

A special one off workshop
where we will create new
poems to be printed and hidden
inside Leicester Libraries books
so they will surprise readers.
The workshop will be free, 
enjoyable and accessible and
will suit any level of ability.
Led by experienced poet, 
playwright & workshop leader,
Alison Dunne. Westcotes
Words meets regularly on the
last Friday of each month 1- 3
pm at the library and welcomes
new members.

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
0116 299 5510
Suitable for: Adults only 
(contains adult only material).

SUNDAY 7TH OCTOBER

Beyond Words -
the art of 
storytelling

Westcotes Library
1pm - 3pm  

Picture books can be a fantastic
tool in a storyteller’s kit, a great
aid for telling many a tall tale, or
a barrier between the storyteller
and their audience. This free
workshop session, for anyone
who loves to tell stories or
wants to give it a try, will look
at: choosing your story, engaging
your audience, using books 
effectively and telling the story
beyond the printed words! 
Includes storytelling and a
chance to tell one yourself.

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
westcotes.lib@leicester.gov.uk or call
0116 2995510
Suitable for: Adults, Teenagers and
older children.

Story Stones

Unit 5 - Makers’ Yard
1pm - 5pm

Do you love stories? Join us for
a fun family afternoon and 
explore story telling through
art. Make your own beautiful
story stones and decorate a bag
to put them in. Help us to create
a giant story wall.  Listen to 
stories and chill out in our book
corner. Stay as little or as long
as you like. Led by artists from
ARTonomy Projects. 
@artonomyprojects

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
artonomyprojects@gmail.com 
Suitable for: Families.

40 erfestivalleic               /everybodysreading



Secularists 
Speaking

Leicester Secular Hall
6.30pm - 8.30pm  

An evening of readings from
eminent Secularist writers,
including among others: 
Chapman Cohen, former 
president of the National 
Secular Society, born in 
Leicester, Hypatia Bradlaugh
Bonner, daughter of Charles
Bradlaugh and William H.
Holyoak, founder member of
Leicester Secular Society (read
by his great granddaughter).

Pay what you feel
Suitable for: Anyone 16 and over.

Peace is Possible

Leicester Secular Hall
2pm - 4pm  

Ever felt a sense of hopelessness
about war? This inspiring event
will remind you that we all have
skills in resolving conflict. We
have made a booklet of stories
collected from young and old
about when they have sorted
out a dispute or witnessed a 
solution on a small or an 
international scale. They will
read you their stories. There 
will also be an exhibition of
hand made white poppies each
dedicated to a victim of current
wars. Organised by Leicester
CND.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Everyone including 
children 5+.

Leicester Women's
Poetry Festival
2018

Brew Dog 
3pm - 6pm

The Leicester Women's Poetry
workshop is a 3-hour practical
session that will help you find
out more about writing poetry
and ask those questions you
always wanted to ask. Come
and have fun - you’ll learn tips
on writing poetry and more 
importantly build your confidence
in developing your skills. This is
for women at all levels - the 
object here is to share experience
and ideas. Join the poetic voice of
women. Tutor: Sandra Pollock,
author, poet and experienced
trainer. 

Booking essential
www.eventbrite.co.uk/publish?crumb=e
89557feecbe1a&eid=45680749351
Suitable for: Everyone.

SUNDAY 7TH OCTOBER
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“There are many little ways to enlarge
your world. Love of books is the best 

of all.” Jacqueline Kennedy
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Memoirs of an
Asian Football 
Casual

Curve Theatre
16th September - 6th October

Memoirs of an Asian Football
Casual tells Riaz Khan’s 
colourful account of growing
up as the son of strict Pakistani
parents in the multi-cultural
city of Leicester. Riaz finds
refuge from the pressures at
home to stay true to his cultural
roots, when he becomes involved
in the football ‘casual’ culture,
and joins Leicester’s infamous
‘firm’ of football hooligans, the
‘Baby Squad’.

Tickets between £10 - £18 available 
on the Curve Theatre's website. 
Suitable for: 14+ years.

Mrs Oscar Wilde

Leicester Guildhall
7pm - 9pm

Constance Lloyd is rarely 
remembered in literary history. 
A feminist, a writer and a mother,
she is rather remembered as the
wife of one of the most infamous
Victorians – Oscar Wilde. 

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
0116 2532569
£10 / £8
Suitable for: 16+ years.

The Ragged
Trousered 
Philanthropists 

Satta Hashem Hall
7pm - 8.40pm

Adapted by Neil Gore based on
the novel by Robert Tressell
‘The man of many characters’,
actor Neil Gore, presents an 
Edwardian Magic Show with
Magic Lantern and projected 
animation; political conjuring
tricks and live music and song, as
we meet the famous characters
from the book and follow the
events that surround the painters
and decorators who are charged
with the renovation of a large
town house for local Mayor
Sweater.  This entertaining one-man
show includes scenes, speeches,
audience participation and songs
from the classic book, featuring
the Great Money Trick as its 
centrepiece.
“…the foremost political theatre
company in the country”
Minutes of Leicester and District
Trades Union Council 

Just turn up and Enjoy
Sponsored by NUT.
Suitable for: Any age.

SUNDAY 7TH OCTOBER THROUGHOUT THE FESTIVAL
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THROUGHOUT THE FESTIVAL

Tim Clarke's 
Simple Lines 
exhibition

The Exchange Bar
Exchange Bar's opening hours

‘Tim Clarke has made a record
of the past six Everybody’s
Reading Festivals in drawings.
Tim, inspired by Leonardo and
Matisse attempts to capture an
essence of character as simple
as possible preferring to draw
people in movement. This 
exhibition is a unique record 
of Everybody’s Reading, 
concentrating on event 
presenters selected from over
100 drawings. Give it a visit
during The Exchange Bars
opening hours.

Everybody's 
Reviewing

Throughout the festival

Send your event and book 
reviews to Everybody's Reviewing
(www.everybodysreviewing.
blogspot.co.uk)! We're looking
for short reviews of events from
the festival, and the book that
you’re currently reading for 
our website. Anyone can 
participate, and you can review
any event or any book. Reviews
should be about 300-500 words
in length, and generally positive
– our aim is to celebrate reading
and performance. Contact 
everybodysreviewing@gmail.com
to submit your reviews, or for
more details. 

www.everybodysreviewing.blogspot.co.uk

The Making of the
Book - Exhibition

The Guildhall Library
12pm - 4pm

The exhibition by the Society of
Bookbinders – Midland Region,
runs from the 29th September to
the 7th October 2018 at the 
Library, The Guildhall Museum,
Guildhall Lane, Leicester. The
exhibition traces the development
of the book from the Roman
codex to the modern paperback.

The exhibition is open daily
from 11:00 to 16:00.

In addition to the exhibition,
there will be demonstrations of
bookbinding on Sunday the 30th
September and Sunday the 7th
October. Demonstrations can 
be arranged for groups visiting
the exhibition during the period
of the festival by request.

Turn up and enjoy
Suitable for: Anybody from 12 to 99
years.
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30th September
Donna Scott: Kebabble
3pm - 4pm
Leicester Guildhall

“As a poet, Donna Scott was
the first official Bard of
Northampton, and has worked
on storytelling projects and
exhibitions for Northampton
and Kettering museums. She
was co-editor of Visionary
Tongue, a fantasy magazine
for new writers, and campaigns
vociferously for the upkeep
of public libraries (BBC's Big
Questions, Sunday Politics).”
People say Donna has big brains,
but is she really some kind of
genius or just an enigmatic
idiot? Donna ponders the
complexities of life, such as
why do people think she has
more than one brain? From
Brainy Quotes to Bedlam and
The Beast via the Black Country
accent... will synapses spark,
or will she just be talking out
of the top of her head? 
"Hilarious" - Laffacino, 
Birmingham; "Seriously, the
woman is brilliant" - actual
genius, Alan Moore.

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
£3
0116 2532569
Suitable for: Adults and supervised
over 14s.

2nd October
Don’t go into the Cellar –
“Stuff and Nonsense”
7pm - 9pm
Leicester Guildhall

Enjoy an audience with Mr
Edward Lear, King of the
Nonsense Rhyme and Loopy
Limerick! Allow him to entertain

you with tall tales concerning
his life and times, the people,
flora and fauna he encountered
along the way, and his own
inimitable philosophy of life.
Oh, and a certain owl and a
particular pussycat are both
guaranteed! Aimed at 
introducing modern audiences
to the wonderful word-play
of Edward Lear, this  one-man
show combines his much
loved works with fascinating
insights into one of  classic
literatures greatest creative
minds. Music and multi-role
play (and maybe a lttle 
audience participation!)
makes this a charming 
addition to our new programme. 

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
£10.00 / £8.00
0116 2532569
Suitable for: Adults and families 
(supervised children).

3rd October
WORD! Presents: John Hegley:
New & Selected
7:30pm
Leicester Guildhall

Join us for this very special
evening with John Hegley -
‘Comedy’s Poet Laureate’
(The Independent), 
’Scandalously talented’ (Sunday
Times) and ‘An incurable 
entertainer’ (Guardian) - as
part of his ‘New & Selected’
autumn 2018 tour. Alongside
the potato poems are other
vegetable activities, including
Pass the Parsnip, Flinging the
Fennel and possibly Vegetaboules.
Certainly some French content.
Family songs and stories.
Hearts broken and mended.
Come and singalong. Devised

to some extent for adults but
with certain appeal to any 
approaching double figures. 

Book early to avoid disappointment.
£5 / £8
Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
0116 2532569

6th October
Gerald Dickens - A Tale of
Two Cities
7.30pm - 9.45pm
Leicester Guildhall

Gerald Dickens, the Great
Great Grandson of Charles
Dickens, brings a brand new
one-man show of the classic
novel 'A Tale of Two Cities' 
to the historic Guildhall.

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event.
£12.00 / £10.00
0116 2532569
Suitable for: Families.

7th October
Mrs Oscar Wilde
7pm - 9pm
Leicester Guildhall

Constance Lloyd is rarely 
remembered in literary 
history. A feminist, a writer
and a mother, she is rather
remembered as the wife of
one of the most infamous
Victorians – Oscar Wilde. 

Booking recommended, tickets will
most likely be available at the event
£12.00 / £10.00
0116 2532569
Suitable for: 16+ years.

Guildhall Events
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FESTIVAL VENUES

Abbey Park
Abbey Park Road
LE4 5AQ

African Caribbean Centre
Maidstone Road
LE2 0UA

Attenborough Arts Centre
University of Leicester 
Lancaster Road 
LE1 7HA

Aylestone Leisure Centre and
Library
2 Knighton Lane East
LE2 6LU

Beaumont Leys Library
Beaumont Way
Beaumont Leys
LE4 1DS

Belgrave Library
Cossington Street
LE4 6JD

Belgrave Neighbourhood 
Centre 
Rothley Street
LE4 6LF

Bishop Street Methodist
Church
10a Bishop Street
LE1 6AF

Brew Dog
8 Friar Lane
LE1 5RA

Brite Centre
Braunstone Ave 
LE3 1LE

Caribbean Court
35 Lincoln Street
LE2 0JU

Centre for Creative Writing
Clephan Building,
De Montfort University
Oxford Street
LE1 5XY

Centre for New Writing, School
of Arts,
University of Leicester
LE1 7RH

City Retreat
70-74 Church Gate
LE1 3AL

Crafty Sew & So
St. Martins Square
LE1 5EW

Curve
60 Rutland Street
LE1 1SB

De Montfort Hall
Granville Road
LE1 7RU

Eyres Monsell Community 
Centre
Hillsbourgh Road
LE2 9PQ

Fosse Library
Mantle Road
LE3 5HG

Fosse Neighbourhood 
Centre
Mantle Rd 
LE3 5HG

Hamilton Library
20 Maidenwell Avenue
LE5 1BL

Hansom Hall
Leicester Adult Education
College
54 Belvoir Street
LE1 6QL

Haymarket Theatre
1 Garrick Walk
LE1 3AF

King’s Suite
King Richard III Visitor Centre
4A St Martins Square
LE1 5DB

LCB Depot
31 Rutland St
LE1 1RE

Leicester Adult Education 
College
54 Belvoir Street
LE1 6QL

Leicester Cathedral
2 Peacock Lane
LE1 5FQ
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FESTIVAL VENUES

Leicester Central Library
Bishop Street
LE1 6AA

Leicester College, City Skills
Centre
74-76 Charles Street
LE1 1FB

Leicester Friends Meeting
House
16 Queen's Road
LE2 1WP

Leicester Guildhall
Guildhall Lane
LE1 5FQ

Leicester LGBT Centre
15 Wellington Street
LE1 6HH

Leicester Secular Hall
75 Humberstone Gate
LE1 1WB

Leicester University
University Road
LE1 7RH

New Walk Museum
53 New Walk
LE1 7EA

Phoenix Square
(Phoenix Cinema)
4 Midland Street
LE1 1TG

Pork Pie Library and
Community Centre
Southfields Drive
LE2 6QS

Radio Leicester Studios
9 St Nicholas Place
LE1 5LB

Riverside Cafe at DMU
8 Newarke Close
LE2 7BJ

Satta Hashem Hall
54 Belvoir Street
LE1 6QL

Shama Women's Centre 
& Caribbean Court
Sparkenhoe Street
& Lincoln Street
LE2 0FR

St Barnabas Library
5 French Road
LE5 4AH

St. Martins House
7 Peacock Lane
LE1 5PZ

The Exchange Bar
50 Rutland Street
LE1 1RD

The Guildhall Library
The Guildhall Museum
11-15 Guildhall Lane
LE1 5FQ

The Race Equality Centre
5-9 Upper Brown Street, 
3rd Floor,
LE1 5TE

The Regent Sports 
and Social Club
102 Regents Road
LE1 7DA

Unit 5 
Makers' Yard
LE1 1SB

Upstairs at The Western
The Western Pub
70 Western Road
LE3 0GA

Wesley Hall Community 
Centre
76 Hartington Road
LE2 0GN

Westcotes Library
Narborough Road
LE3 0BQ

Wigston Liberal Club
Kelmarsh Avenue/
Bull Head Street
WIgston
LE18 1PA



1. Make it fun
2. Little and often

3. Make it a special time 
4. Always keep a book handy

5. Talk about the story 

5 top tips
when helping your child to read:

For more information visit www.whatever-it-takes.org.uk
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