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Introduction 

For this lesson refer to the week 8 resource titled ‘Examination Day’ 

Instructions 

In your exercise book, copy the Header. Make sure that your handwriting is neat and 

legible. (I will be checking your exercise book when you return to school) 

Copy these notes into your exercise book. Examine the sample paragraph carefully and 

understand its structure. 

Example 
Question: Discuss why the mother, Mrs. Jordan, is created as a weak character in 
the story. Support your point with evidence from the text. 
Model Paragraph Answer: 
The author purposely created the mother as a weak character for these reasons. 
Firstly, the weak character is used to represent women’s status in such a context. 
This is evident in the conversations that occur in the family. This shows that women 
have little say when it comes to government matters and regulations. The husband is 
the character who is in control and dominates these conversations. In addition, this 
weak character portrays a mother’s love in a situation that is inevitable. The emotions 
she finds so hard to conceal such as in “her having misty eyes”, portrays what any 
mother would go through. Thus, creating Mrs. Jordan as a weak character brings 
across a believable character. 

 
Topic sentence: The author purposely created the mother as a weak character                            
for these reasons. It is a sentence that answers the question and has the main 
idea or controlling idea. 

 
Supporting sentences: Firstly, the weak character is used to represent women’s 
status in such a context. This is evident in the conversations that occur in the family. 
The husband is the character who is in control and dominates these conversations. 
This shows that women have little say when it comes to government matters and 
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regulations. In addition, this weak character portrays a mother’s love in a situation that 
is inevitable. The emotions she finds so hard to conceal is observed by her son as in 
“her having misty eyes”, portrays what any mother would go through.  
Sentences that explain the reasons are supported with evidence from the text. 
Concluding sentence: Thus, creating Mrs. Jordan as a weak character brings 
across a believable character. 

 

There are 9 sentences written in this paragraph. More than 5 sentences. 

Practice exercise 1 

1. Copy the questions into your exercise book and answer them in paragraphs. 

Paragraphs must contain 5 or more sentences.  

 

a) Describe the focus of this short story. Is it on an event, the setting or a 

character? Support your view with evidence from the text.  

Begin your paragraph with: The main focus of the story is on …………. 

 

b) Suggest some reasons why the Government must need to make sure that 

children taking the test answered the questions truthfully. 

 Begin your paragraph with: The government needed to make sure that 

children answered the questions truthfully because…. 

 

 

In writing paragraphs always begin with a topic sentence or a general statement 

followed by supporting evidence from the text and a concluding sentence. 

 


