
The participating schools are Hillcrest High, – 

sampling the Molweni in Springside Nature 

Reserve, Thomas More College sampling the 

Molweni at the Interpretative Centre, Kloof 

High sampling the Ronald’s Kloof Stream at 

Memorial Park, Wyebank Secondary 

sampling the Uve Stream at Uve Road, 

Kwabazothini High sampling the Nkutu river 

at the Nkutu picnic site, Tholulwazi 

Secondary sampling the Molweni at the exit 

from Krantzkloof Nature Reserve and 

Kwadinabakubo High sampling the Molweni 

near the confluence with the Umgeni River. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

The trends from the testing suggest that the Molweni River and its tributaries are in poor condition 

in the relatively densely populated areas in Hillcrest, Kloof, Forest Hills and then improve slightly 

as the river flows through the Krantzkloof Nature reserve. A full report is available on our website: 

http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/projects/molweni-river-health-project/  

 

Lunch packs for the learners were kindly sponsored by Waterfall SUPERSPAR. Certificates of 

attendance were handed out by Mr Nigidi the Principal of Kwadinabakubo High School. 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Molweni River Health in the Spotlight 
The 3rd monitoring day for the Molweni River 

Health Schools Project was held on 25th 

February. Seven high schools used the 

miniSASS system to measure the health of the 

Molweni River and its tributaries. The 

miniSASS system involves the collection of 

macroinvertebrates (small animals) from the 

water, and depending on which groups are 

found, you have a measure of the general river 

health and water quality in that river. The 

learners are accompanied by water scientists 

from GCS Consultants, Metro and Umgeni 

Water. 
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http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/projects/molweni-river-health-project/


Garden 3B: Audrey and Dennis  

Allen Unit 8, Weston Underwood, 

Clifton Hill Estate 
 

With smaller estate gardens being so 

prevalent in our cities and suburbs, this 

relatively small garden offers a lovely 

example of how a variety of wildlife habitats 

are possible in these communities.  A 

diversity of screening shrubs on the borders 

of the property provide thickets for birds, 

butterflies and other insect species, and a 

central bed of climbing Aloes, small trees, 

shrubs and groundcovers creates a green 

corridor between the boundaries, providing 

safe passage – a more wildlife friendly 

option than the traditional open lawn! 

Tucked away behind a small gazebo, 

succulents thrive among rocks and stones 

in this hot corner. Paths link these different 

design elements together inviting one to 

walk out into the garden rather than simply 

viewing the small space from the house. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning is proceeding well for our annual showpiece and the gardeners are working 

furiously to get everything ready in good time. The show will be anchored at the Tea 

Garden which this year will be at Clifton Hill Estate on Acutts Drive. This month we 

review two more gardens, one of which is situated on the estate. 

 

 

 

             Garden 7: Brigid and Pete Turner,            

43 Kloofview Road, Forest Hills 
 

Starting 30 years ago, the owners have created 

a peaceful bushveld and forest retreat along with 

the accompanying bird, animal and insect life, 

with pathways giving access to all of the micro-

habitats. Bushbuck and duiker are daily visitors 

and a number of special grassland species can 

be seen pushing up among the wild grasses on 

the grassland slope. The pond is filled from roof 

run-off, a natural-look pool sits at home in the 

landscape, and a fire pit tucks into a screening 

shrubbery that over-looks a forested gorge. It is 

a beautiful example of how, by simply supporting 

the surrounding environment with your design, a 

beautiful garden can be created that enhances 

your life on a daily basis. Wildlife from the nature 

reserve close by are as much at home here as 

are the human species. As Pete said, “When we 

were away for a couple of months the monkeys 

moved in and held board meetings in the 

wooden summerhouse”! As the final garden on 

view over the weekend, it will have a coffee stop 

for the weary – but inspired! 
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Bats he found on an exotic palm tree 

near his home. These bats live in 

woodland and savannah areas, and 

prefer the edges of forests feeding 

mainly on figs and guavas. Epaulette 

refers to patches of fur on the 

shoulders. 

 

Look carefully – there are three in 

the photograph! 

Please do e-mail photographs of any interesting sightings of Kloof’s flora and fauna to 
info@kloofconservancy.org.za.

 

We also encourage you to record your observations on SANBI’s 
citizen scientist project, iSpot. For more information visit: http://www.ispot.org.za/  

Butterflies: If you take a walk in Krantzkloof Nature 

Reserve on any warm day you are likely to be well 

rewarded with sightings of many species of 

butterflies. Mark Liptrot sent us these two from a 

collection of over 20 he photographed in just 1hour! 

Black-striped hairtail (top right) This species has a 

wingspan of 21–29 mm and are on wing year round, 

with a peak in summer. The larvae feed on Acacia 

species, including and Acacia karroo, Acacia 

sieberana and Acacia gerrardii. 

Grass jewel blue (bottom right) – this is a tiny 

butterfly with a wingspan of 15mm and fairly common 

in SA except for the arid regions. It is a visually 

striking species with the bright orange spots on the 

hindwing. 

If you are interested in butterflies then join us for our 

next Back-to-Nature series event which is a Butterfly 

Day at the Interpretative Centre, Krantzkloof Nature 

Reserve on Saturday 29 March – visit our website for 

more details: 

http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/events/event/bac

k-to-nature-butterfly-day/  

 

Water Mongoose: Unfortunately the 

 life of urban animals is fraught with  

dangers that they are ill equipped to 

deal with. This water mongoose was found in 

Memorial Park and it is believed to have been 

killed with a sharp spike. They are solitary and 

shy animals moving around mainly at night. 

They love the wet areas where they feed 

primarily on aquatic prey like crabs, prawns, 

fish and on occasion also frogs. The cause of 

death is still being investigated.  
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               Bats: Garth Baker sent us 

this lovely photograph of  

Wahlberg's Epauletted Fruit  

 

 

mailto:info@kloofconservancy.org.za
http://www.ispot.org.za/
http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/events/event/back-to-nature-butterfly-day/
http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/events/event/back-to-nature-butterfly-day/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Have a planet-saving lunch - use a 

reusable lunch box, instead of plastic 

bags, buy large bags of snacks, divide up 

into lunchtime sizes and place them in a 

reusable container to save waste, refill a 

drink bottle with juice from a large carton 

rather than buying smaller fruit boxes. 

Turn-off the TAP! 

 

Reuse your 

lunch box 
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A memorial service was held in Memorial Park on Saturday 8 March to mark the placing of 

the ashes and the unveiling of a plaque honouring Mrs Olive Jonnes nee Johnson who 

recently passed away at the age of 91. The Johnson family owned Springdale farm (in the 

vicinity of Springdale Road) in the mid-late 1930’s and the children, Ronald, Olive and Ethne 

often played on the farm. In a recent interview, Olive recalled her carefree days with her 

brother Ronald and cousin Mickey on the farm and remembered often being told to “go and 

play in the gorge”! Ronald’s Road and Ronald’s Kloof are named after Ronald Johnson who 

was killed in action during WWII. Part of the land that forms Memorial Park was donated in 

1945 by the Johnson family in honour of Ronald so it was a fitting gesture on the part of 

Ethekwini Parks Department to agree to the memorial being erected in Memorial Park.  

For more details on the history of Kloof and Memorial Park visit our web-site:  

http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/projects/memorial-park/history-of-memorial-park/ 

 
         Bride’s Bush planted in 

honour of Olive Jonnes  

Olive Jonnes three children David, 

Lorraine and Gaille planting a 

Bride’s Bush (Pavetta lanceolata) in 

honour of their parents in Memorial 

Park 

 

Approximately 300 people turned out for our 

Leap Day for Frogs joint venture evening with 

Dr Jeanne Tarrant of the Endangered 

Amphibian Programme, an Endangered 

Wildlife Trust initiative. Children were kept 

entertained with face painting, colouring in and 

crossword puzzles while the parents enjoyed 

a picnic dinner on the grounds of the Kloof & 

Highway SPCA/Glenholme. 

An informative talk on frogs by Dr Tarrant was 

followed by a walk to the swamp and dam to 

hear and find frogs. 

Teach children to turn off the water while 

brushing their teeth. Leaving the tap 

running during the recommended two 

minutes of brushing can waste up to 15 

litres of water a day. 

http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/projects/memorial-park/history-of-memorial-park/


         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Durban 

Green 

Corridor 

Project 

This month we review the Paradise Valley Nature Reserve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

a farm belonging to Francis Drake, son of Commodore Drake R.N. and an alleged distant 

relative of the famous Sir Francis Drake. It is believed that on this same farm, WC Field, 

one of the pioneers of Kloof shot the last lion in the Pinetown area (source: Gavin Foster). 

Another famous visitor to the reserve was Huberta the Hippo who became famous in 1928 

for her trek from St Lucia to East London who stopped at one of the dams in the reserve. 

Of more permanent historical value are the Umbilo Waterworks which were built in 1887 

and the remnants are still very much visible and are now a Historical Monument.  

History aside, the reserve is today famous for its excellent facilities which include an 

excellent trail network with self-guided walks, a spectacular waterfall and the Umbilo River 

which runs through the reserve and is crossed by numerous attractive wooden bridges.  

The vegetation is typical coastal forest and some remnant grasslands which are home to a 

wide variety of birdlife, reptiles, several antelope species and numerous bat species. 

The reserve has picnic areas, braai facility, Public Toilets, Conference centre and Boma. 

Open 7 am to 5 pm daily and an admission is payable at the reserve office. 

 For Bookings contact 031 702 3443 / 6719 

 

Many motorists drive over part of this 

reserve on the Paradise Valley Viaduct 

without knowing they are above a nature 

reserve! The reserve, managed by 

eThekwini Natural Resources is situated 

close to the intersection of the M13 and 

N3 and access is off Stapleton Road. 

Consisting of 170 hectares, the reserve 

has an interesting history as part of it was 

in 

We continue our series on the nature reserves in the Highway area. Many of the reserves 

are biodiversity gems, each with its own surprising characteristics. They are surrounded 

by sprawling urban development which poses a serious threat to their long-term 

sustainability. By featuring these reserves in our e-newsletter each month we hope to 

raise awareness about the natural wonders we are surrounded by, and we encourage 

you to visit and support our local nature reserves! 

 

Walks, trails, a spectacular waterfall and where 

Huberta the Hippo stopped for a rest! 
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SATURDAY 
 29 MARCH 

 

Back-to-Nature - Butterfly Day Interpretative Centre, Krantzkloof 
Nature Reserve 10:00 to 15:00 
 

 

SUNDAY 
 6 APRIL 

 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve – 6hr Guided Walk R30pp   Reserve 
Start @ 08:00 Kloof Falls Road picnic site NB: Strenuous walk!  
 

 

WEDNESDAY  
9 APRIL 

 

Springside Nature Reserve, Hillcrest – Guided Walk  
starting  07:30 phone: Sue 031 765 6809 
 

 

SATURDAY 
 12 April 

 

Msinsi Work Day IAP eradication from 08:30. Meet on Klooflands 
Road 
 

 

SATURDAY 
 12 April 

 

Glenholme Nature Reserve – 1,5hr Guided Walk – FREE. 
Start at the Tea Garden @ 10:00 
 

 

SUNDAY 
 13 April 

 

Memorial Park - Happy Hounds Day 09:30 – 14:30 – fun activities 
for dogs and their owners! 

 

SUNDAY 
 20 April 

 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve – 4hr Guided Walk R30pp   Reserve 
Start @ 08:00 Kloof Falls Road picnic site NB: Gentle walk  

 

FRIDAY 
 25 April 

 

Durban High Court - Kloof Conservancy vs Government of 
South Africa. Case No. 12667-2012 on IAS Regulations 

 

SATURDAY and 
SUNDAY 3/4 MAY 

 

Molweni Trail Run – visit www.molwenitrail.co.za for more 
details. 
 

 

THURSDAY 
 15 MAY 

 

Kloof Conservancy AGM – Kloof Junior Primary School, Abelia 
Road. 17:00 for 17:30 Light Snacks will be served   

 

SATURDAY and 
SUNDAY 23/24 MAY 

 

Kloof Conservancy Indigenous Open Gardens Show – see our 
website for details 
 

boost when a team of 7 youngsters turned up to give a helping hand. One of them, Maia 

was having her 9th birthday party and she wanted to make a contribution to the environment 

by helping to eradicate IAPs. She brought the friends she had invited to the party and they 

spent an hour pulling out invasive alien weeds. 

With enthusiastic youngsters like this our environment can only improve! 

 

Visit our website at 

www.kloofconservancy.org.za 

The Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs published draft regulations on Invasive Alien 

Species for public comment on 12 February 2014. We are deeply disappointed at the content 

as they effectively stall any real action on the category 1b Invasive Alien Plants which are the 

most common and the most damaging in our area.  

We have sent our comments to the Minister. All documents are available on our website at 

http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/alien-busters/enforcement-project/  

 

Youngsters help boost Msinsi 

A small team of Kloof Conservancy volunteers 

work one Saturday per month and over a two 

year period have successfully rehabilitated 6ha 

of the 8,5ha Msinsi Community Conservation 

Area on Klooflands Road.  

The rehabilitated area is now a very healthy 

grassland and the bird life has improved 

dramatically. 

Recently the work team received an unexpected 
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http://www.molwenitrail.co.za/
https://twitter.com/KloofConserve
http://www.facebook.com/KloofCons
http://www.kloofconservancy.org.za/alien-busters/enforcement-project/

