
Each month, a Broomfield Master Gardener profiles one of the Xeric plants in the Demonstration Garden located 
just east of the City and County Building. If you've strolled through the garden, you know it's a beautiful, relaxing 
spot to take a break, eat lunch, or get some water-wise ideas for your own yard. Special thanks to the Master 
Gardener volunteers and Parks employees for their hard work in maintaining this hidden gem!  

 
August 2019 Xeric Plant of the Month:  

Littleleaf Mountain Mahogany (Cercocarpus intricatus) 
 

By Katie Meis, Broomfield Master Gardener 
 

For gardeners looking for an evergreen shrub to brighten 
their landscape year-round, consider adding the Littleleaf 
Mountain Mahogany. This plant is both a Colorado native 
and a Plant Select® introduction. The name “mahogany” 
comes from the reddish color of the inner wood. 
 
Small, narrow, leathery looking evergreen leaves on many 
intricate branches remain all year. Small, fragrant, yellow 
flowers in springtime and feathery seed plumes in the fall 
add seasonal interest and attract pollinators to the xeriscape 
garden. If you prefer a more formal look in your garden, 
plants can easily be pruned or even sheared to shape. 
 
Growing Tips 
Littleleaf Mountain Mahogany is a very slow-growing 
broadleaf evergreen shrub that requires no additional 
irrigation once established (about two years or so). In wetter 
conditions the plants will be lusher with a more open habit; 

plants are dense and shorter in very dry sites. Plants can easily be pruned or even sheared to 
shape if desired. 

This shrub is used in two of the gardens at the 
Broomfield Xeric Demonstration garden. In the 
Border Garden, it acts as a backdrop to 
shorter plants in the front and as a partial 
screen to the parking area. In the Butterfly 
Garden, it is used as an accent plant that can 
be viewed from all sides. 

The Broomfield Xeriscape Demonstration 
Garden is located on the southeast side of the 
City and County Building parking lot, at the 
corner of Descombes Drive and Spader Way 
in Broomfield. The garden is a collaboration between the City and County of Broomfield, 
Colorado State University Extension and Plant Select®. 

*Source: PlantSelect (https://plantselect.org/plantstories/unsung-hero-of-winter-gardens/) 

AT A GLANCE 
Common Name Littleleaf Mountain Mahogany 
Scientific Name Cercocarpus intricatus 
Height  4-5 feet 
Width 3-4 feet 
Hardiness USDA zones 3-9 
Growth Habit  Dense branching with upright form in 

cultivated landscapes, more 
rounded in the wild 

How to Use  As a small-scale hedge or specimen 
in drier gardens or landscapes 

Culture  Clay, loam, or sandy soil; needs full 
sun, but requires no additional 
irrigation once established. 

https://plantselect.org/plantstories/unsung-hero-of-winter-gardens/

