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She is taking a Macro photograph! The Photography 
Group was guided by Rita Mills on their September 
excursion. Rita was enthusiastic and demonstrated 
techniques of macro wildflower photography (picture).  
She pointed out blunt greenhood, tall greenhood, nodding 
greenhood and dwarf greenhood orchids, downy 
grevillea, tall climbing sundew and the flat scented 
sundew, leopard orchids, gold dust wattle, rough wattle, 
golden wattle and early Nancy.
Thanks to Rita for an informative, enjoyable afternoon. 
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~ Committee Members ~  

President: Tom Comerford 
tomchris@mmnet.com.au     5470 6230 

Vice President: Sue Turner 
turningwild@impulse.net.au     5472 1015 

Secretary: Marion Taubman 
sharval@dodo.com.au                         5470 5079 

Treasurer: Hans van Gemert 
elouera3@bigpond.com         5472 1082 

Past President: Sally Kaptein 
walmer@castlemaine.net      5470 6340 

Course Coordinator: Carole Ingersoll 
caroleingersoll@yahoo.com.au   5474 2372 

Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth Rider 
u3anews@aapt.net.au          5470 5681 

Office Coordinator: Val Anderson   
valorie@mmnet.com.au        5472 1860 

Carol Dorman                     
adorm@netcon.net.au    5472 4429  

Eva Haarburger                  
ehaarburger@vtown.com.au  5472 3391  

Maritsa Gronda      
martisagronda@bigpond.com             5476 2292 

Joe Scoglio                          
scoglio@gcom.net.au   5472 2396  

Geoff Walker                     
geoffwalker@gcom.net.au  5470 6652  

CONTACT U3A 
u3acastlemaine@mmnet.com.au 

octopus@mmnet.com.au 
Web page www.u3acastlemaine.com 

Office phone 5472 2249 
POSTAL ADDRESS

P O Box 792, Castlemaine, Vic 3450 
OFFICE ADDRESS

Uniting Church Parish Centre 
12 Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine 

OFFICE HOURS 
 Mondays   1.30 - 3.30 pm 
 Tuesdays    I.30 - 3.30 pm 
 Wednesdays 10 am - 12 noon. 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR’S EMAIL   
u3anews@aapt.net.au 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION  $35.00 plus $7 if post-
age of newsletter is required. Payment can be 
made by cheque or money order payable to  

U3A Castlemaine Inc. and posted to: 
The Secretary, PO Box 792, Castlemaine, 3450.  
OR paid in U3A office hours at the U3A Office,  

12 Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine. 
(cheque or money order only). 

CONTACT DETAILS

The Committee meets after the Coffee Morning 
on the first Friday of  each month.  

COFFEE MORNING ROSTER 

2 October  Computers, 
Gardening  U3A, Lifestyle, 
Collectors

30 October  Humanities, History of the 
English Language, Philosophy, Poetry 
for Fun.

Please let the office know of any 
change in your e-mail , postal or other 

contact details.  

DEADLINE FOR NOVEMBER 
NEWSLETTER  IS

MONDAY 26 OCTOBER , 3 pm. 

U3A Castlemaine Inc 
Annual General Meeting 
Friday 2 October, 10 am,  

Uniting Church Hall. 



The Annual General Meeting causes one to reflect 
on what has been and what might be. 
 
My major reflection is that of satisfaction. An 
incorporated body such as U3A means that all 
members share the ownership of the organisation  
and its responsibility to meet its stated aims.  
The program offered this year has been very well 
received by the general membership.  A myriad of 
selfless members have assisted in the many tasks 
and duties that must be met to make an 
organisation like ours succeed and progress.  My 
thanks to each member for the part you have 
played either as participant or volunteer.   
 
In my projections to what might be, I thank each 
member involved in some organisational task.  If 
we are to remain a vibrant organisation, as I am 
sure we all wish, we do need to consider ways in 
which we can more evenly share the workload 
that sits on the shoulders of those who are 
directly responsible for the smooth operation of 
U3A Castlemaine.   

 
I am indeed fortunate in that 
I have the Committee to 
whom I can delegate tasks 
and seek counsel.  Other 
Office Bearers carry a load 
which is beyond reason and 
do not have the opportunity of that form of 
support.  In discussion, the Committee is looking 
at a sub-committee structure which will provide 
support to each of the Office Bearers and provide 
a training ground for those who might assume 
office in the future. 
 
If ownership and responsibility is the fact of 
being an incorporated member could we translate 
this into taker and giver�taker where we enjoy 
our participation as class members and giver 
where each of us undertakes to be involved in an 
organisational task.  Let it be a commitment on 
the part of every member in 2010 to be a giver as 
well as a taker.   
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~  PRESIDENT�S REMARKS ~ 

 WELCOME NEW MEMBER 

 Glenys Downing

There is an amazing array of activities and entertainment open to 
us free or for a gold coin donation during the Seniors Festival 
running 2�9 October.  There is a full program with your 
newsletter and on the U3A webpage.  There are variety concerts, 
and a day of Hitchcock movies with a BBQ in Metcalfe (get a car 
load of friends and go!). 

There is Petanque, table tennis and carpet bowls, there is a Bring a 
Friend Day at our famous Buda, special walks with Taradale 
Walking Group, Waltzing at West End, Men in Old Cars, Old Time 
Dancing. The U3A day in the Market Building will have reading  
with the Literature group, two one-act plays and the Photography 
Group�s week long exhibition, 'Streetwise'  - mostly pictures from 
their  excursions.  We can have a great time, and we deserve it! 

Wednesday 30 September, 2—2.45 pm 

Founders and Fifth and Sixth Anniversary 
members AFTERNOON TEA.  Uniting Church 

Kindergarten Hall. RSVP: Sally 5470 6340, Tom 
5470 6239, or Office 5472 2249. 
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Hans was born in 1937 in The Netherlands and 
emigrated to Australia in 1957.  He obtained a 
B.Sc. (Appl.Chem.) from RMIT in 1960 and 
worked in Research and Development, Quality 
Control, Manufacturing, Sales and Marketing 
and Business Unit Management with large 
companies.for 35 years . 
 

He retired in 1993 and moved to Taradale, where 
he started a hobby farm growing chestnuts, 
fruits and poultry.  He and his wife, Anne, moved 
to Muckleford in 2002, where they live on a 10 
acre bush block.  They have three children, eight 
grandchildren, two great-grandchildren (all in 
Melbourne). 
 

His interests, mostly shared with Anne, are 
music, bush walking , photography, bird 
watching and playing bridge. 
 

Hans is currently: 
A member of the Mount Alexander Shire 
Council Audit Committee since 2006 

 

Treasurer of U3A Castlemaine since 2007 
 

Convener of the Bridge Group in U3A 
Castlemaine since 1998 

 

Treasurer of Friends of Lolotoe (Timor-Leste) 
Inc. This is a support group for the East Timor 
community of Lolotoe which has had a 
friendship agreement with the Shire of Mount 
Alexander since 2008 

 

 A member of the Castlemaine Field 
Naturalists Club  

A member of the Friends of the Box-Ironbark 
Forests (Mount Alexander Region) 

A member of the Mount Alexander 
Sustainability Group and active participant in 
demonstrations and community awareness 
raising activities on low-energy building 

 

 A member of the Taradale Walking Club  
 

 Life member of the Taradale Landcare Group  
 

Life member of the Association of Professional 
Engineers, Scientists and Managers, Australia. 

 

Since his retirement he has served as: 
Secretary/Treasurer of the Mount Alexander 
Progressive Alliance (2003-2009) which is 
concerned with finding and supporting suitable 
people to stand as candidates in Council 
elections 
Treasurer of the Castlemaine Field 
Naturalists Club 2001-2006 

 

Hans has participated in planning studies, 
submissions and Tribunal appearances for 
several local environmental organisations and  
in the formation of the Taradale & District 
Walking and Landcare Group and was Secretary/
Treasurer 1993-2000.  Initiated and coordinated 
many community projects in establishing 
walking tracks and landcare works . 
 

He served as chairperson of the Taradale 
Mineral Springs Committee (a Section 86 
Committee of Council) which planned and 
implemented a re-development project costing 
around $250,000 during 2001/02 
 

 He was a Director and Board member of the 
Chestnut Growers of Australia 1993-1999 and  

was a member of the Board of Management 
Mount Alexander Hospital 1993-1999 and 
Treasurer 1997-1998. 

The Premier�s Award for Victorian Senior of the Year and the Council on the Ageing (COTA) 
Victoria Senior Achiever Awards celebrate seniors whose talents, achievements and 
contributions have significantly benefited their communities.  This year the U3A Committee has 
nominated Hans van Gemert, our Treasurer, for the Mount Alexander Shire Award, which will be 
announced at the launch of the Seniors Festival in the Market Building at about 11 am on Friday 
2 October.  

‘All U3A members 
will agree that here is 
someone who is not 
only extraordinarily 
efficient but 
someone who is also 
compassionate, 
generous, and 
always available to 
help.’   -  Committee 
Nomination. 

Hans� term as U3A Treasurer ends at the AGM 
this year. He has agreed to remain on the 
committee to support to the new Treasurer. 
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                                 BALLET APPRECIATION                        

                  

In the October session of Ballet Appreciation we 
will have a look at the life and work of Roland 
Petit. He was an exciting young French 
 choreographer in the years after the Second 
World War. He trained at the Paris Opera Ballet 
School, the oldest ballet school in the world. 
 
 After dancing at the Paris Opera for a few years 
he formed several of his own companies in the 
decade that followed. Being French he opened 
the eyes of the British public to the sensual 
possibilities of ballet, his most famous work 
being Carmen. Later he went on to work 
 on films in Hollywood and for a time became, 
with his wife, Zizi Jeanmaire, director of the 
Casino de Paris. Latterly he was director 
 of the Ballet de Marseille. 

                                                  BUSHWALKING 

Since our last notes we have walked in the 
Walmer Forest and revisited our first walk of 
the year to view the spring flowers. It was still 
a bit early for a showy display of most plants 
but the Bendigo Wax was abundant and 
beautiful. 
 
 There will be no official U3A walk on October 
14 as we will be joining in the seniors� event on 
Wednesday October 7.  This walk is in the 
Elphinstone area starting from the Elphinstone 
School. The long walk commences at 9.30 and 
there is a shorter walk commencing at 
10.00am. Morning tea will be at the conclusion 
and there is no charge. We will meet in the 
U.C.carpark at 9.00 as usual for those wishing 
to take part. Beryl and Monique will lead the 
October 28 and Nov 11 walks while I am away 
on holidays, and you guessed it doing my 
favourite thing �walking! 

~  CLASS NOTES   ~   
ABORIGINAL HISTORY - OUR SHARED   
HISTORY                                                                
                   

Tuesday 6 October:   The second half of the film, 
 

begins with the declaration of Marshall Law by 
Tasmania's Governor Arthur, in order to deal 
with the increasingly violent Aboriginal 
response to the influx of settlers and  sheep and 
the Aborigines' banishment from their 
traditional hunting grounds.  The film also looks 
at the apparent final solution of Governor 
Arthur, of moving all the Aborigines to an 
offshore island, Flinders Island. 
  
Tuesday 20 October:  Episode 2 of the recent 
series   further explores in 
detail, the execution of Governor Arthur's plan 
to remove all Tasmania's Aborigines to Flinders 
Island  

AUSTRALIAN  HISTORY 
          
 

The September gatherings were interesting 
sessions with quite a deal of local 
content.   Geoff Walker prepared a talk about 
Alfred Deakin, one of our greatest Prime 
Ministers,  who once lived in Kyneton when his 
father was a key man in running Cobb & Co 
Coaches.    
 
Gwenda Beare gave us a good insight into the 
beginnings of the Thompson dynasty here in 
Castlemaine. 
 
In October Alan Robinson will lead us on an 
investigation into the life and work of Sir John 
Monash. This will take two sessions. 
 
The gatherings will be at the home of Caesar 
Gordon,  93 Hargraves Street,  at 1.30 pm on 
Monday  12th  and  Monday  26th October. 
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             ISSUES OF CONCERN  

� - Martin Luther King  
 
At our meeting on 11 September we were 
surprised and delighted to have our convenor 
Carol Dorman call in after her recent major 
surgery. Eva Haarburger has been acting as 
convenor in Carol�s absence. Thank you, Eva. 
 
Issues that divide opinion within the community 
and within our group, such as the use of nuclear 
energy for electric power generation and the 
causes of global warming, have been discussed 
this month. In these cases we have been able to 
discuss the matters freely within the limitations 
of the information available to us and our 
understanding. We often agree to disagree. 
 
Coliban Water is to hold discussions with a focus 
group on the effects of water restrictions. 
Apparently a scheme has been introduced in 
Wodonga which allows those with a requirement 
for more water to access it by paying a special 
annual fee. Will that happen here? We hope to 
keep you advised. 

 ~  

GARDENING AT U3A  
 

We had a lovely morning helping clean and prune 
shrubs and garden at 15 William Street.  We 
pruned the shrubs and weeded the garden for 
Rose, who thanked us very much as she was 
unable to do it herself.  When we were finished we 
were given a wonderful morning tea.  Thank you 
to all members who worked so diligently during 
the morning. 

As 16 October draws near we are hoping to have a 
good collection of plants for our Redesdale fire 
residents.  Thank you to those who have already 
given plants and money towards this appeal.  As 
well as plants, for a donation we suggest a tray of 
seedlings, packets of seed, or small or large 
garden tools, all of which would be appreciated.   
We are hoping that garden tools will form a bank 
from which residents of Redesdale can borrow 
when they are required.  

On Friday 16 October we will meet at the Uniting 
Church car park at 9.30am taking with the plants 
and garden tools, and journey out to Heather and 
John�s place for coffee before leaving for 
Redesdale.  

A thought for the Christmas break up: Date: 11 
December, 12 noon for lunch. Venue:  Café at 
Guildford. A two-course meal with tea or coffee 
would be $20.  As I want to book early, please let 
me if you will come as I need to know how many 
members will be there. 

HORTICULTURE  

                

Tom was back with our group and we also 
welcomed Cath.  We talked about out gardening 
jobs and admitted doing lots of weeding and some 
mulching.  We had a discussion about the danger 
of bush fire and strategies to adopt in our gardens 
to make them as fire safe as possible.  There are 
no plants materials that will withstand a fire but 
some of out members had lists that had fire 
retardant plants.  Lessons for us all?  

Next month at our meeting on 16 October we 
will pursue the idea �HAVE YOUR GARDEN 
AND EAT IT TOO.�  Perhaps we will  plan a 
vegetable garden.  We might look at a good 
example of  one.  How would we assess a 
vegetable garden?  Would we make a garden 
profile?   
 
Meet with us in the Kindergarten Room at 1.30 
and see what develops.   
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~  CLASS NOTES   ~   

HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
  

                         

Following the comparison of some of the many 
dialects current in Middle English period 
(Chaucer/Elizabeth/James 1st Eng.), the 
influences on pronunciation were brainstormed.   
This is leading into the variations in spelling, 
and the growth or changes in meanings. Some of 
these influences on meaning, also affecting 
pronunciation, are the earlier vowel and 
consonant shifts, the absorption of the same 
foreign word at different times, the sound of 
actions and verbal imitation, changes in usage or 
need and broadening or reductions in meanings, 
and also words from different sources, but with 
the same orthography .     

Of interest is the recognition of a parallel use of 
visual signs for the non- literate, for example, 
over shops, and still today in traffic signs, 
tracking signs, hand signs.  We see them, too, in 
various shorthand and texting symbols.    
  
The early complications naturally led a group of 
Grammarians in the 18th century to make a move 
towards a Grammatical and Standard English.      
Samuel Johnson 1709-1784 began his great 

  in 1747.  Melvyn Bragg�s 
DVD provides very informative and interesting 
background to this period.   
  
 We meet fortnightly on Thursdays, 10 -11.45 am    
(subject to  adjournment if needed by members). 

Did you Know? Italian is spoken by 60 million 
people in Italy and about 70 million in the world.  
In Switzerland Italian is one of the four official 

languages.  It is considered closest to Latin in 
terms of vocabulary.  Lexical similarity is 89%
with French, 87% Catalan, 82% Spanish.  

                                   ITALIAN CONVERSATION   

QUI SI PARLA ITALIANO! 

Our class continues on a weekly basis and all 
members have shown considerable improvement 
in knowledge of grammar and vocabulary and as 
a result, an improvement in fluency. We have also 
realised that the ability to speak a foreign 
language is closely related to casting off any 
inhibitions and developing self confidence so that 
the group is instrumental in giving support of 
this kind. 
  
Each week someone recounts tales of their recent 
travels, reviews a film or an opera, or just 
discusses items of news.  Several members of 

are keen cooks and are willing to reveal 
secret recipes or regale us with descriptions of 
their great successes in the kitchen or their 
occasional failures.  We have listened to and 
learned expressions from some popular Italian 
songs, we have heard a recording of Liz 
interviewed in Italian on SBS about her art 
exhibition, and we have been gobsmacked by 
George�s translations into Italian of selections 
from Aesop�s Fables!     
  
Some weeks ago we all attended a dinner at the 
Caffe Prato, where we were able to have some 
practical experience with our knowledge of Italian 
food and wine, and also to spend a very pleasant 
evening imagining that we were actually ! 
  
In the past few months Jill returned from a tour 
of Sicily and the South and this month Liz is off 
to a language school in Le Marche from where she 
will no doubt return completely Of 
course there is no better way to learn a language 
than to be exposed to it 24 hours a day, but as 
this opportunity is not available to all of us we 
can continue to create our own little in the 
classroom. 
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January is a time when many of us will miss 
the company of out U3A friends and the 
activities that have kept us enthused for the 
past year.  In previous years, from the very 
beginning of our Castlemaine group, we have 
had activities of a different nature to the usual 
in the January period when the time table has 
a rest. 
 
Some have been very memorable: The lecture 
on bee keeping, the musical afternoons in a 
different mode, the picnic at Vaughan with the 
emphasis on local Aboriginal knowledge, the 
two fat ladies, croquet in the paddock, an 
Italian evening, playing cards, and lots more. 
 
The whole purpose of the exercise is to mix us 
up a bit and give us the opportunity to meet 
members we don�t usually come in contact 
with.  It is a time to bring your family, friends 

and neighbours.   
 
If each class would join up with another one or 
two and work together to invent an exciting 
activity, the program for the month would be 
full in no time flat.  
There will be a small budget. Start now to 
organise something please. 
 
If you would like to be part of a small 
committee, give me a ring or see me at the next 
Coffee Morning on 2 October. 

~  CLASS NOTES   ~   

LET�S READ A PLAY 
  

Play reading will be at 
our usual venue 3 
Saint Street on 
Monday 28 September 
and 26 October at 10 
a.m.  Playing reading 
will NOT be held on 
Monday 12  October as 
we are having �Let�s Read a Play� as part of 
Senior�s Week on Friday 9 October at the Market 
Building between 12 noon and 2pm.  We�ll be 
doing two entertaining one-act plays, with a 
short break for lunch.  We invite you to bring a  

sandwich for your lunch and come along on 
Friday 9 October to hear the plays or have a 
read. 

 
JANUARY HOLIDAY PROGRAM 

�Time to mix it up a bit� 
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since its first performance.  
It is in two large 
movements.  Each contains 
separate contrasting 
movements.  The orchestra 
includes an organ and two 
pianos.  
  
We completecd a very 
enjoyable morning 
with songs from Owen Brannigan and Kenneth  
McKellar.                   

MUSIC APPRECIATION                        
      

 Our first composer was Franz Joseph Hayden 
(1732-1809), born at Rohrau a village in lower 
Austria. One of 12 children  born to peasant 
parents, only six of the 12 children survived 
infancy, including younger brother Michael. Apart 
from choir training Hayden was, to some degree, 
self taught in his early years.  
  
We heard his  , known as 

.  The final version of this symphony 
appeared around 1764, consisting of four 
movements commencing with an Adagio and 
finishing with a Finale Presto. Apparently there 
was also a version without the Adagio. 
  
Leaving the genius of Hayden we turned to Mozart 
(1756- 1791), born in different circumstances to 
our first composer.  His father Georg Leopold was 
a violinist in the Archbishops band at Salzburg 
where young Mozart was born.  His father�s fame 
as a musician rested on his Treatise on violin 
technique which was translated into several 
languages.  Young Mozart's genius was 
demonstrated with his  , known 
as , first performed in that city in 1787. 
The symphony also starts with a Adagio and is of 
greater length than the Hayden symphony. 
  
Our next composer was Cesar Franck (1822- 1890), 
born at Liege of Belgium nationality but he has 
been considered a French composer.   A late 
developer, he was in his fifties before his music 
began appearing.   A virtuoso pianist, he composed 
his  in 1885 and first 
performed the following year. It is among the most 
popular works for piano and orchestra and very 
enjoyable listening. 
  
After our coffee break we heard Camille Saint-
Saen's (1835-1931) , which was 
commissioned by the Royal Philharmonic Society 
of London and was  first performed on May 19th 
1886 with Saint Saens as conductor.  Dedicated to 
Liszt whose influence on him is evident in the 
work, the Symphony has been hugely successful 

                                          PHILOSOPHY         
                                                         

  
The discussion groups in September kept us 
very active.   Eva Haarburger presented a 
fascinating insight into the teachings and life of 
Hildegard von Bingen, and Kevin Hurley who 
was going to rave on about John Mortimer 
introduced us to somebody else. 

In October,  at the first session  Julia Scoglio 
will present a study of Rob Hopkins and 
introduce us to the idea of  "sustainable 
philosophy in action".    We will meet at 1.30 
pm at 30a Parker Street, Thursday, 8 
October.    At the second session  Kathleen 
Kilfoyle will have Julian Huxley as the centre of 
her  study,  and that session will be at 1.30 pm  
on Thursday, 22 October,  at  61a  Berkley 
Street. 
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    SINGING TOGETHER 

 We spent most of September rehearsing for a 
concert in Dunolly on 29th, where we were to 
perform at the Fun Day being held by the 
Central Highlands C.W.A. 
 
The choir now has 20 members, although not 
everyone can attend all practices and one of two 
people can be present only occasionally. 
 
Having several men in the choir certainly adds 
to the depth of sound.  More singers, men and 
women, would be very welcome.  
 
We try out new songs, but also keep polishing up 
songs we have learnt earlier. We have come so 
far in the nearly five years since we began with 
six singers and no accompanist.  �Won�t you 
come join in our song?� 

REQUIEM AND THEN SOME . . .  
 

Felicity won Dot Henshall's  "Irish Tea Bread" 
raffle prize at the September coffee morning. 
Dot recommended it buttered lavishly so we 
thought it best shared generously! 
 
Members of the group - we were evenly split 
between men and women with only eight of us 
attending, consequently enjoyed a few cups of 
tea and some slices of dripping raffle prize. It 
made for a very pleasantly social session after 
listening to two requiem and to parts of two 
others. Thank you Dot! 
 

We contrasted the ultra modern, 2001  "star 
trek"  requiem music composed by Ligeti in the 
1960's with a Cuban composer whose work was 
composed in the late 1700's: Salas. Some left to 
listen for the Ligeti passages in the sound track 
for Space Odyssey 2001.  None in the group had 
known that parts of this composer's requiem 
were used in that sound track. 
 
One of our regulars was absent from Requiem 
again to attend "Exit" - is that a concern? And 
one sent us a quiz from the  ,  
ABC TV's Maggie Beer and Simon Bryant's CD 
of musical favourites:   Which of those two do 
you think would include in their choices three  
excerpts from requiem? - Verdi's Dies 
Irae,   Faure's Pie Jesu and  Mozart's 
Lacrimosa?  Well it was . . . . .  . ?  
 

We now have 20 members in the group and in 
October, after the next coffee morning, we will 
listen to Lobo's and possibly Cardosa's works 
from the 1600's. In September we listened to 
Beethoven's Missa Solemnis, the mass, but not 
for the dead, so a departure was introduced by 
Hans van Gemert.  We meet 1-30 after each 
coffee morning and again two weeks later and 
then in mid October Ann van Gemert will lead 
us with passion in an appreciation of Handel's 
Messiah.  

   
 

 
~  Henry David Thoreau (1817-1862), American 
author, poet, naturalist, tax resister, 
development critic, surveyor, historian, 
philosopher.  He is best known for his book 

, a reflection upon simple living in 
natural surroundings and his essay 

an argument for individual 
resistance to civil government in moral 
opposition to an unjust state. (Wikipedia)  
 

  

Irregular verb.  �I educate, you advocate, he brainwashes.�  Ian Lowe, 
Quarterly Essay No 27 2007 . P69. ~ Sent in by Frank Pederick. 
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Responding to Sally�s enthusiastic invitation, 
eight U3A members met at Castlemaine 
Central on 28 August for a fashion preview 
treat.  There we sat, four on each side of the 
carpet catwalk, to be welcomed by Ulricke Von 
Radichevich, the creator of Rike Design. 
 
A vivacious personality, 
she vividly described 
the aspects of the 
delightful sequence of 
outfits, modelled by 
Edith.  We noted the 
versatility of the basic 
garments with different 
jackets being worn over 
the same skirt, the 

wear-anywhere flowing pants, the use of filmy 
scarves or a corsage to enliven an outfit.  Hats, 
too, were changed before our eyes with an 
artful twist of decoration. 
 
The colours were very feminine and springlike 
-pinks, pale fuchsias, soft greys,.  We leaned 

over to feel the fabrics 
and marvel at the 
texture and softness. 
 
The hour passed so 
quickly but the 
inspiration has 
remained. Anyone for an 
Oaks Day outing?    
  

             

A VISUAL TASTE OF SPRING 

(Left) 

Third Thoughts
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" 
 In August we had the opportunity to see how 
our taxes work when we  hosted Jane Edmanson 
and the team from  ABC TV's 
"Gardening  Australia" programme at Munro 
Court in Castlemaine. 
  
 What a kerfuffle it was to make maybe five 
minutes of a TV programme.   First the director 
came to visit for a few hours to see what 
the story was and what angle he was going to 
take.   A few days later Jane and the camera 
man and the sound man and the director rolled 
up at 10 am.  After coffee and cake and much 
talk we set out to film our little community of 
eight energy smart houses surrounded by their 
water- smart gardens of native plants and rocks 
and gravel pathways. 
  
 All day they filmed and re-filmed Jane and me 
walking and talking.  There was a script of sorts 
and a lot of ad-libbing. They called "cut" many 
times - for the school bell, loud truck noises, 
aeroplanes, the train, dogs barking etc, and of 
course Jane and me getting tongue tied. 
  
 Eventually they called a halt and the director 
seemed happy � but no!  They were going to 
return the next day for a formal interview and 
then some "colour".   Off they went for a night at 
the Midland Hotel and a meal at the Railway - 
all good ABC money coming into the town. 
  

 Next morning we had lights and reflectors and 
chairs set up under a tree and Jane and I spent 
maybe two hours in conversation - again with so 
many stops it became quite ridiculous.  Jane and 
I were then not needed so she went off to visit 
Penny Garnett (who she had interviewed with 
Tommy at the Garden of St Erth) and then to 
visit local nurseries. 
  
 I collapsed in a heap and watched the sound 
technician recording bird noises, chook noises, 
the wind in trees and just silence, while the 
camera was whirling away at close ups of wattles 
and juvenile leaves on gums and good angles of 
rocks and houses. Finally they finished at about 
2 pm - all this for maybe five minutes of a half 
hour TV show. It makes you realise why big 
blockbuster films cost millions to make. 
 
 Our segment is set to show on Saturday 24 
October on  ABC TV.  It will be interesting to see 
what the final edit shows. 
 
 P.S Jane bought one of our U3A books after I 
showed her Penny's story  - she thought it was a 
delight.                     

 

FIVE MINUTES OF TV GLORY FOR SUE AND DON�S CLUSTER OF  
ENERY SMART HOUSES  AT MUNRO COURT, CASTLEMAINE  

See on ABC TV  

On 24 October   

The author, Joan 
Webster, was guest 
speaker at out Coffee 
Morning last month.  We 
now have a a copy of her 
famous 

 and  
  in our office. 

Members can read them - 
or articles they find 
interesting. PLEASE 
don�t remove these books 
from the office as they 
are for all members.  

WE HAVE A COPY IN THE U3A OFFICE 
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One night last week I could not sleep.  This is not 
unusual and my normal approach to the problem 
is to lie there and think for a while, and then to 
turn on the television which we have in the 
bedroom for precisely this contingency.  In the 
middle of the night there could be a really good 
old film in black and white.  If all the men are 
wearing hats, and if there are subtitles, I can ask 
for nothing more.  Actually, I  don�t really need 
the subtitles if the men are in hats. The angle of 
the hat reveals everything I need to know.  
Sometimes there is no film and one can be left 
with Proactive advertisements in which very 
beautiful young women bewail a �breakout� and 
then sing the praises of Proactive, which has 
either solved their problem, or prevented the 
problem from occurring in the first place. 

Worse than these 
though, there 
might be some 
completely 
incomprehensible 
sporting event 
where young men 
in what appear to 
be modified space 
suits, squirt each other and themselves with 
something seriously aerated which I very much 
hope is not champagne.   

Since I have not yet mastered the remote control 
device for this new television, I am often left to 
watch whatever program my husband had been 
watching before he fell asleep, and this could 
easily be the cricket.  I do not take a great 
interest in this, but on this occasion last week, I 
suddenly did.  Three commentators were 
analysing the match and I noticed that each one 
of them was wearing a dark suit, an immaculate 
shirt, and a striped tie.  The ties were different. 
They were not club ties, but they were all 
striped, and the stripes ran at an angle of about 

45 degrees and they all ran the same 
way � 
upwards from 
left to right.   

 

 

I wondered if this was simply coincidence, or if 
perhaps this was a fashion.  Could it be that 
those who manufacture ties had somehow 
established that a tie striped in this way was 
much more marketable than one where the 
stripes sloped the other way?  Could it be that 
this had some psychological significance?  I 
would not know until I had extended my 
research further.  I watched with interest, 
pondering the matter and trying to remember 
how my old school tie was striped, but that was 
all too long ago. 

Then the News came on.  Yes, there could be no 
doubt.  Messrs Rudd, Swan, Smith, Turnbull, 
Hockey, and Albanese all wore striped ties and 
the stripes all ran upwards from left to right.  
What�s more, so did Messrs Obama, Gore, 
Berlusconi, Prince Charles and Kerry O�Brien 
and their stripes ran the same way. 

Sporadically, between the odd doze, I noted that 
Mr. Foyle and everyone else in wartime Hastings 
who wasn�t in uniform or fustian wore striped 
ties some of the time and the stripes ran the way 
I was expecting.  At some stage of the night there 

a man wearing a tie striped in the opposite 
direction, but he was Chinese, and I realised that 
the cultural aspect may be a factor here.  Finally 
I managed to get back to serious sleeping, secure 
in the knowledge that I had something here and 
that I might consider doing a PhD on this 
fascinating subject. 

No sooner was I awake in the morning, than I 
leapt up to investigate my husband�s very 
extensive tie collection.  He keeps his ties on two 
wire coat hangers and because, now that he is 
retired, he does not often bother with a tie, these 
two hangers have also retired to the end of his 
wardrobe.  It was a matter of seconds to pull out 

RUMINATIONS OF AN INSOMNIAC:  TIES 
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these collections.  I could immediately see two 
ties which did not conform to my expectations.  
Both these ties were old. I could tell from the 
ungenerous width of that part of the tie which 
appears below the knot, on which, by the way, 
the stripes run the opposite way.  And both ties 
somehow seemed wrong in the same way as the 
swastika always seems to be the wrong way 
round.  At this point my husband asked me what 
I was doing and since no other explanation came 
to mind immediately, I had to explain my 
hypothesis to him.  He offered to make me a cup 
of tea. 

Looking at the aberrant ties I was suddenly 
reminded of my childhood, when in my first days 
of the French class I was challenged to find a 
way to remember which way to write the 

and the Looking at the latter, 
I saw that it sloped downwards - down to the 
grave � and that way, I was always able to 
remember how to write it (always remembering 
that one writes and reads from left to right).  
Perhaps for this reason, the grave accent always 
seemed to be rather final, rather serious, 
depressing, pessimistic even.  The grave accent 
does not appear ever on the initial �e� of a word, 

but rather on a syllable later in the 
word, for example 

so that such words seem, 
with their drawn out �e�, slower, 
serious, terminal. In contrast, the 
acute accent often early in the word, 

for example  makes the word 
seem  hopeful, cheerful, energetic, rather like the 
beginning of something � a flight perhaps, a 
mountain climbing expedition, an exciting love 
affair  - but anyway, optimistic.  (I think I may 
have added some of these connotations later in 
my life, as at the age of ten I had experienced 
very few flights, mountain climbing expeditions 
or exciting love affairs). 

And returning to the ties, perhaps these same 
factors were operating.  It may be fashionable to 
have a striped tie  � , but why?  Had 
the sales figures proved to the designers of men�s 
ties that people felt as I do about the direction of 
a stripe?  Could it be that there was in fact, a 
psychological element here?  Were people 

subconsciously affected by not just 
the cut of one�s jib, but also by the 
angle of elevation or the angle of 
depression of the stripes on one�s 
tie?  (Note how these geometric 
terms seem to support my 
hypothesis.) 

You may find it difficult to believe that anyone 
could concern themselves with  such trivia.  You 
probably think that I spend too much time 
watching Question Time.  O.K.  Then look at 
someone�s collection of ties.  Watch the tele and 
see how many people actually do wear ties 

  And how many don�t wear them 
 Statistically, I think that you 

would have to agree at least in part with my 
theory.  People buy what they like.  
Manufacturers make what people like and will 
therefore buy.  People must have some 

preference for the tie  
some perhaps subconscious reason.  It 
must be that the stripe pleases them 
and/or they think it will please other 
people.  They must believe that the tie 
says something positive about them. 

Whatever the truth of this, I still think I have 
stumbled onto something important.  Think 
about it.                           

 COME AND SUPPORT THEM! 
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Weekly  Technology  Program
For all enquiries regarding the currently avail-

able technology courses, upcoming courses,  and 
also short courses: 

Please contact:- Betty Johnson 

Computer Convenor 

Mobile Phone Workshops: 
The mobile phone workshops are still being held for 
members. The workshops have smaller classes for 
more individual attention. No more than 6 people.  To 
place your name on the list please contact:-  Betty 
Johnson.

YOUR LAST CHANCE TO ENTER THE 2009 ASCCA COMPETITIONS 

Even if you have never thought to enter the annual ASCCA Digital Photography or 
Creative Writing Competitions before, why not give it a go this year? Not only do we 
have an exciting new Photo Story Video Competition but for the first time there will 
be prizes awarded to our winners. Every member of every Seniors Computer Club 
which is a financial member of ASCCA throughout Australia is eligible to enter, and it 
is hoped that all clubs will consider entering the Newsletter and Website Competi-
tions as well.

This page now maintained by Shane Doyle. If you have any contributions for this page, 

 please email to shanefromcastlemaine@gmail.com, or phone me on 0407813466 

Technology Bits & Bytes 

D E M Y S T I F Y I N G  M A I L M E R G E  
Would you like to be able to print off all your Christmas card labels and save them onto the computer for next year?  If 
so, then this is the class for you.  During October (date to be advised) Val Anderson will be offering classes  on a 
Wednesday afternoon over 3 weeks to show you just how simply this can be done.  A basic knowledge of Word is 
required (either 2003 or 2007).  If you are interested please ring Betty Johnson (5472 3834) to book a place. 




