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E
nyinnaya Abaribe, 
a People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) 
senator represent-
i n g  A b i a - S o ut h 

Senatorial District,  Abia 
State, stole the show last 
Tuesday during Senate ple-
nary when he courageously, 
as true representative of his 
people questioned the ratio-
nale of the Federal Govern-
ment to leave out eastern 
corridor of Nigeria’s rail 
lines from the proposed loan 
from the China EXIM Bank.   

President Muhammadu 
Buhari had in April this 
year sought the approval of 
the National Assembly for 
the Federal Government to 
secure loan from the China 
EXIM Bank for modernisa-
tion of Lagos-Kano rail proj-
ects and Lagos-Ibadan seg-
ment expected to cost $1.231 
billion; Lagos-Kano railway 
modernisation project and 
Kano-Kaduna segment ex-
pected to cost $1.146 billion; 
and coastal railway project, 
the Lagos-Calabar segment 
billed to gulp N3.474 billion.

Abaribe, who raised his 
concern for the southeast, 
then prayed the Senate to 
suspend the consideration 
of the loan bid in view of 
the exclusion of eastern 
corridor line, arguing that 
the loan being one to be paid 
by all sections of the coun-
try, every section should be 
taken into consideration.

“For the railway project 
to have meaningful impact 
on the development of the 
country it should cover all 
parts of the country. Exclu-
sion of the eastern section 
which links four zones of 
South-South, South-East, 
and North-Central and the 
North-East, and the key cit-
ies such as Port Harcourt, 
Enugu, Aba, Makurdi, Lafia, 
Gudi, Bauchi and Maiduguri 
is inexplicable,” Abaribe 
said, demanding that the 
consideration of the loan 
request be suspended pend-
ing correction.

But why the Senate de-
clined to oblige Abaribe’s 
latter request that the loan 
be suspended, it however, 
resolved to invite Rotimi 
Amaechi, Minister of Trans-
port,  to brief the senior 
lawmakers  on why the 
eastern corridor rail line 
was excluded from the FG’s 
proposal for loan to finance 

Abaribe’s gauntlet over Eastern rail corridor

railway projects across the 
country.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  B u ko l a 
Saraki, Senate president, 
who presided over plenary, 
leadership of the Senate had 
been making efforts to ad-
dress the concern raised by 
Abaribe.  

When President Buhari 
sought the approval on April 
26, he had asked quick ap-
proval to enable Nigeria ac-
cess the China-Africa fund 
package already included 
in 2016-2018 external bor-
rowing plan which was 
forwarded to the National 
Assembly last August; but 
the Senate had rejected the 
borrowing plan entirely in 
November last year.

The President had also 
explained that the funds ac-
cessible under the package 
were limited and that appli-
cations from other African 
countries were treated on 
first-come first-served basis.

But uncommonly, several 
young Nigerians who before 
now would have accused 
Abaribe of playing regional 
cards by raising a motion 
bordering on fairness and 
equity in planning national 
development sang praises of 
him, particularly on social 
media, with some stating 
that the singular act has en-
deared the senator to their 
hearts.  

There were some Nigeri-
ans who verbally lashed out 
at Rotimi Amaechi who they 

recalled “cast aspersions on 
Goodluck Jonathan for not 
doing what he was supposed 
to do for south-south peo-
ple”, is now the same person 
in charge of a ministry that 
excluded the eastern rail 
corridor from the national 
railway programme; won-
dering if he will honour the 
invitation from Senate “now 
that executive lawlessness is 
the order of the day”.  

In Nigeria’s recent his-
tory, a research team headed 
by Sylvan Olisa Ebigwei, 
former president, Nigerian 
Dental Association (NDA), 
found that the involvement 
of the FG in the six geo-
political zones in terms of 
infrastructure development 
was hugely lopsided.

In the seven years’ re-
viewed, it was discovered 
t h at  t h e  s o ut h e a s t  a n d 
northeast were most cheat-
ed. When Abuja was taking 
37.8percent of the whole 
aggregate of the infrastruc-
tural development fund, 
southeast was given 2.5per-
cent while northeast was 
given 1.5percent.

The team also found that 
initially, criminality started 
running deep in these zones 
of neglect and deprivation; 
and suggested that the best 
way to deal with the issue is 
to dialogue with the Biafra 
agitators like Nnamdi Kanu, 
who were agitating because 
they felt the Igbos are being 
marginalised, particularly 

under the present admin-
istration.

Even after being released 
from detention, Kanu has 
continued to say he would 
never give up his agitation 
for Biafra, insisting that 
“I have chosen the option 
that we must be free as a 
people, that we must be lib-
erated as a race and that we 
must have every God-given 
freedom due to us. I would 
not want to go to heaven to 
experience it (freedom). I 
want to experience it here.

“That was what I  was 
born to do and that is what 
I will do till the day Biafra 
will come, that we may live 
as free men on this very 
earth as the Most High God, 
Chukwu Okike Abiama, 
ordained it”.

“Inequity begets turmoil 
in any society. There is a lot 
of inequity in this country. 
The best thing is to negoti-
ate with them (Biafra) and 
promis e them that their 
areas would be taken good 
care of. Give them sense of 
belonging”, said a southwest 
Nigerian.

Why many among the 
Igbo people believe that Bi-
afra is already dead, but the 
agitation emanated from 
the perceived sidelining 
of certain segments of the 
nation, treating them as if 
they belong to somewhere 
else is contrary to the prin-
ciple of Federal Character, 
as stated in the Nigerian 

constitution.
Recall also that southeast 

p e ople were angere d by 
the spate of appointments 
made by President Buhari 
during the early days of his 
administration, attracting 
condemnation from other 
zones of the country.

Many Nigerians are also 
of the view that the Presi-
dent is implementing the 
statement he made in the 
United States sometime in 
June 2015 when he was 
a guest to Barrak Obama, 
U.S ex-president,  where 
he hinted that those who 
voted for him would get 
preferential treatment.  

“I hope you have a copy 
of the election results. Liter-
ally, constituencies, for ex-
ample, that gave me 97per-
cent cannot in all honesty 
be treated, on some issues, 
with constituencies that 
gave me 5percent. I think 
these are political realities.

“While, certainly, there 
will be justice for every-
body but well, the party in 
constituencies that by sheer 
hard work got their people 
to vote and ensured that 
their votes counted, they 
must feel that the govern-
ment has appreciated the ef-
fort they put in putting the 
government in place. I think 
this is really fair,” President 
responded to a question by 
an elderly white woman 
who described herself “as a 
student of Nigeria for many 
years”.

Nigerians had wondered 
then if the President’s re-
sp ons e expressly means 
his government will ignore 
the states where Goodluck 
Jonathan won, particularly 
those in the southeast.

During ele ct ion cam-
paign, s everal Nigerians 
held the b elief  that the 
then General Muhammadu 
Buhari does not like Igbo 
people, a suspicion which 
later degenerated follow-
ing the President’s earlier 
appointments after he took 
the oath of office on May 
29, 2015.

 But  in the matter  at 
hand, pundits say unless 
Ameachi gives a widely ac-
ceptable explanation when 
he appears before the visibly 
dissatisfied Abaribe and his 
colleagues, the latest rail 
projects which appear to 
have started on a controver-
sial note may yet further po-
larise the troubled country 
along regional blocs.



L-R: Grace Omo-Lamai, human resource director, Nigerian Bottling Company Limited (NBC); George 
Polymenakos,  managing director, NBC, Anastasios Paul Leventis of A.G. Leventis and Sade 
Morgan, legal, public affairs and communications director, NBC, during the inaugural ceremony of 
the  NBC Talent Engagement in Lagos.

L-R: Maxim Behar,  president, International Communications Consultant (ICCO); Bart De Vries, 
president, International Public Relations Association (IPRA); Yomi Badejo-Okusanya, president, 
African Public Relations Association (APRA), and Jon Aarons, MD, FTI Consulting and keynote 
speaker, at the opening panel of the  APRA 29th Annual Conference in Casablanca, Morocco.
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L-R: Kenneth Odum,  group head, strategy and business development, Noah›s Ark Communications; 
Enitan Denloye, vice president, brands and advertising, Airtel Nigeria; Maurice Ugwonoh,  creative 
director, Noah›s Ark Communications, and Joshua Ajayi, publisher, Brand Communicator Magazine  
at African Cristal Awards Festival in Marrakesh, Morocco.

L-R: Taiwo Oyewole,  GM, Techplus; Eruke Ideh-Ichofu; Ezenwanyi Edokpolo,both  project director’s, 
Project Director, and Tosin Omoyajowo, executive director, Connect Marketing Services, at the 
2017 Techplus stakeholder’s parley in Lagos.

L-R: Mostafa Abboud, chief executive, Al Mansour Holding Company; Medhat Badr, managing 
director, International Tobacco Company; Hon Adegoke Bamidele, commissioner for Agriculture, 
Kwara State, representing the Governor, HE Abdulfatah Ahmed and Coskun K. Dicle, managing 
director, Philip Morris Limited at the official launch of the local manufacturing partnership between 
PML and ITC at Ilorin, Kwara State recently

L – R: Rasheed Adegoke, CEO, Algorism Nigeria Limited; Favour Femi-Oyewole  chief information 
security officer, information security management; Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE); Pai Gamde, Ag. 
corporate services division, NSE; Haruna Jalo-Waziri, ED, capital markets division, NSE;Michale 
Mathew, CEO, MPD Logics; Maryam Idiahi,CEO, MPD Global Connect International Limited; Eucharia 
Ananambu, CEO, Kari Xchange Nigeria Limited; Yinka Onwinde, CEO, Damaro Nigeria Limited and 
Olumide Orojimi, head, corporate communications, NSE at the Closing Gong ceremony in honour 
of Michale Mathew, whose actions helped foil the rape of female students in Lagos.

Babagana Kyari, cluster head, personal banking, advantage segment,  Borno/Yobe, (m) with other 
officials of the Bank  and cross section of staff and students of Government Girls Unity College, 
Damaturu, Yobe State, during the training on financial literacy.

L - R: Henry Muogho, Commodore M. A. Buhari (Rtd) Navy Captian F.K. Daramola, Major General 
R. C. Duru, Barrister Emman Agha and Commodore T.N.K. Okoro, during the 30th Anniversary of the 
Navy Sailing Club, Ojo,Lagos recently.
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What goes up stays up…

S
alome Olawale does not un-
derstand why a 50kg bag of 
rice she bought at N15,000 
just two weeks ago should 
now sell for N18,500.

Olawale is also struggling to un-
derstand why a 50kg bag of onions 
she bought last April for N17,000 
now goes for N26,000.

A food vendor at Suru Alaba 
Market in Lagos, the mother of 
three laments that fluctuations in 
consumer goods prices in the past 
one-and-a-half years have eroded 
her profits and put severe pressure 
on her family income.

“Before I finish selling the one 
I bought, the prices have gone up 
again and the money I make cannot 
buy enough when I go back to the 
market. My business has been going 
down gradually,” she says.

“They used to tell us it is dollar, 
now that dollar has come down nko? 
Government should help us before 
we go out of business completely 
and our children die of hunger.”

Foreign exchange instability, 
weak naira and lack of raw materi-
als by manufacturers have consis-
tently driven up prices of essential 
family needs in Nigeria over the past 
one-and-a-half years.

“Much of the increases have been 
caused by supply chokes due to FX 
scarcity,” said Cheta Nwanze, head 
of research at SBM Intelligence, in a 
March 2017 note.

However, the exchange rate has 
partly stabilised in the past two 
months following the Central Bank 
of Nigeria’s aggressive injection of 
dollars into the foreign exchange 
market.

The CBN’s decision in February 
to provide weekly dollar supply to 
Nigeria’s commercial banks for sale 
to their customers to cover medicals, 
school fees, personal and business 
travel, and some other invisibles 
has reduced the forex pressure, 
strengthening the naira against the 
dollar from a high of N520/$1 mid-
February to N380/$1 as at Friday.

Similarly, inflation has trend-
ed downwards in the past three 
months, according to data from 
National Bureau of Statistics. NBS 
inflation figures for January showed 
that inflation in Nigeria slowed to 
17.8 percent in February, from 18.7 
percent in December. In March, Ni-
geria’s inflation rate dropped further 
to 17.62 percent, and in the month 
of April it dropped to 17.24 percent.

March headline inflation, which 
measures the average change in the 
prices of both goods and services, 
was 17.26 percent, down from 17.44 
percent in February. This indicated 
that the prices of goods and services 
were no longer rising as fast as they 
were in the same period of 2016. 
Food inflation declined to 18.44 
percent in March as against 18.53 

percent in February.
NBS linked the lower inflation fig-

ure to the fact that food prices were 
already high and therefore had less 
headroom for upward movement 
and also to the early effect of the 
CBN’s decision to flood the inter-
bank foreign exchange market with 
dollars which resulted in a signifi-
cant appreciation in the exchange 
rate of the naira in the black market.

But while Olawale and many 
other Nigerians expect prices of 
essential goods to begin to come 
down following the slowdown in 
inflation and the strengthening of 
the naira, this has not been so, and 
analysts say these expectations are 
misplaced. They explain that prices 
of essential goods may not come 
down soon despite falling inflation 
and dollar stability.

Pabina Yinkere, director, insti-
tutional sales at Vetiva Capital 
Management Limited, says a drop in 
inflation will not necessarily trans-
late to a drop in prices.

“In a lay man’s terms, inflation is the 
general increase in price of goods and 
services. Thus, if inflation falls, it does 
not mean prices of commodities will 
fall. What it means is that prices are 
rising but not as fast as they previously 
were,” he says in an emailed response 
to BDSUNDAY inquiry.

“For example, if the price of a 
commodity moves from N10 to N15, 
one can say the inflation here is 50 
percent. If the price then rises to 
N20, the implied inflation will now 
be 33 percent which is lower than 
the previous reading of 50 percent. 
However, the price of the commod-
ity is still higher than before. So in 
the nutshell, a fall in inflation does 
not mean prices will fall too,” he says.

Yinkere explains that the rise in 
prices consumers are facing now is a 
result of the lag effect, saying the de-

terminants of prices (input) have all 
increased from a year ago (remember 
inflation is calculated year-on-year) 
and producers and suppliers are only 
just catching up.

“Looking at food prices and the 
month-on-month change in the 
consumer price index, one can see 
that there is still some inflation in 
the environment. Following from 
this, it is unlikely prices of consumer 
items will fall. What we may see is 
that the prices may not rise as fast as 
they have been doing over the last 
year,” he adds.

And indeed, prices have either 
continued to remain high or have 
risen further. Prices of bread, cere-
als, milk, meat, potatoes and yam 
tubers as well as cheese and egg 
which make up the food basket of 
many families across the country 
have risen, just as the price of beans, 
iced fish, condiments such as Og-
bono (a major soup thickener), salt, 
dried pepper, tomato paste, noodles, 
seasoning (Knorr, Maggi, Royco, etc), 
maize, flour, among others.

The price of fresh tomatoes has 
gone up by over 27 percent in the 
last two weeks in most markets in 
Lagos metropolis, BDSUNDAY find-
ings show.

Checks around Mile 12, Oshodi 
and Boundary markets in Lagos on 
Thursday revealed that a big basket 
of fresh tomatoes, which sold for 
between N14,000 and N15,000 in 
late April, now goes for between 
N20,000 and N23,000. A 50kg bag 
of ‘Rodo’, a brand of pepper, now sells 
for N18,000, up from N15,000 within 
the same period.

Similarly, a 25-litre gallon of veg-
etable oil has risen from N13,500 to 
N14,000.

Biliya Lawal Adam, secretary of 
Perishable Goods’ section, Mile 12 
Market, Lagos, attributed the high 

price of tomatoes to the ravaging dis-
ease Tuta Absoluta, also known as 
‘Tomato Ebola’, which has destroyed 
a huge percentage of the crop in the 
north-east zone, where most toma-
toes are planted.

“We get fresh pepper from three 
states. Sokoto State is the highest 
producer of pepper but they are off-
season at the moment. We now rely 
on pepper from Kaduna State and 
it’s only from one local government 
in the state that we can get pepper. 
Sokoto will start harvesting in No-
vember/December. The small basket 
of pepper from Benue that is sold for 
N3,000 is now N9,000,” Adam says.

“Sokoto State also produces on-
ions but currently they are off-
season; we get onions from Jigawa 
and the onions they produce are not 
enough,” he adds.

Beyond food items, prices of other 
items, including toiletries, have also 
been on the upward swing.

A manufacturer of food products 
explains that many companies still 
have a stock of raw materials bought 
when the exchange rate was higher 
than N440 to a dollar and are wait-
ing to exhaust them before bringing 
down prices.

“The major challenge is consis-
tency of this stability. If, for example, 
supply of dollars remains stable, 
prices will fall within the shortest 
possible time. But if there is a disrup-
tion, we will go back to the 2016 era 
again,” the Ikeja-based food maker 
tells BDSUNDAY.

But not all prices have gone up. A 
carton of frozen chicken witnessed a 
slight decline in price from N12,000 
to between N10,000 and N10, 500, 
while that of turkey, which previ-
ously sold for N14,000, now goes for 
N11,400. A 25-litre gallon of palm oil 
dropped to N12,500, from N13,000 
within the same period.
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How Rotary Club turns criminals’ 
den into public convenience

I
n preparation for 
t h e  u p c o m i n g 
commissioning of 
the Port Harcourt 
Pleasure  Park, 

Rivers State Governor, 
Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, 
his wife, Justice Ebere-
chi Suzzette Nyesom-
Wike, and son, last 
Thursday test-run fa-
cilities at the park last .

The members of the 
Rivers State first family 
were accompanied by 
senior Rivers’ stake-
holders. They include 
former Deputy Speaker 
of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Austin 
Opara; former Acting 
National Chairman 
of PDP, Uche Secon-
dus, Lee Maeba, Emma 
Anyanwu and former 
Minister of Transport, 
Abiye Sekibo.

Governor Wike, his 
family, and the stake-
holders were conduct-
ed round the facility by 
the South-South Man-
ager of Julius Berger, 
Peter Rafunstul. 

The governor en-
gaged his son in a game 
of golf before proceed-
ing to ride the pedal 
boat on the artificial 
lake.

Those present de-
scribed it as a night of 
fun as the governor and 
his guests had compli-
mentary drinks and 
snacks at the restau-
rant before leaving the 
popular Port Harcourt 
Pleasure Park. 

Aside the finishing 
touches on the lawns, 
the internal roads and 
the nurturing of flow-
ers, the park seems set 
to receive Nigerians 
and other international 
visitors.

IgnatIus CHukwu

Wike, wife, son test 
children’s amusement 
facilities at new pleasure park

A
s part of its ef-
forts to keep 
society clean 
and green, the 

Rotary Club of Hilltop of 
Calabar, has turned what 
was perceived to be a 
criminals’ den in Calabar 
South Local Government 
Area into a public conve-
nience.

The project said to 
worth about N6. 2mil-
lion, including a borehole 
that was donated to Gov-

happened here and at 
times, nature could call 
and you find yourself 
wandering. This loca-
tion is centralised and 
behind is a populated 
primary and second-
ary school that we also 
supplied boreholes to. 
So ordinarily, we have 
achieved both provision 
for water and sanitation,” 
Obun said.

While he urged the 
people to make good use 
of the projects, Obun said 
the public convenience 
project would officially 

be handed over to Cala-
bar South Local Govern-
ment Area for mainte-
nance.

He said: “The joy of 
any leader is to come 
back and look at what 
you have put in place and 
sustain it. My prayer is 
that we should be able to 
sustain it. In a special oc-
casion, we will formally 
hand over this to Cala-
bar South after working 
out the sustainability 
arrangements and plans.”

The Club District Gov-
ernor, Rotarian Akabon 
Enebong, also urged 
the beneficiaries of the 
projects to practise good 
maintenance culture.

Enebong advised, “If 
you value this, main-
tain it. When we come 
back and see that this is 
well maintained by the 
community, we will be 
pushed to do more.”

Head of Local Govern-
ment Administration, 
Calabar South, Chris-
tiana Elemi and the Vice 
Principal of Government 
Primary and Secondary 
School, Atu, Elder Okwa 
Edim, in separate re-
marks, thanked the club 
for providing important 
amenities for Calabar 
South Local Government.

The Rotarian at an event.
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Make prudence, probity 
your watchword – kwara 
governor tasks tIC bosses

T
he Kwara State 
G o v e r n o r , 
A b d u l f a t a h 
A h m e d ,  h a s 

charged the newly ap-
pointed Transitional 
Implementation Com-
mittee (TIC) chairper-
sons for the 16 local 
government areas of 
the state to prioritise 
payment of salaries, 
and make prudence 
a n d  p r o b i t y  t h e i r 
watchword. 

Ahmed stated this at 
the swearing-in of the 
appointees, held at the 
Government House in 
Ilorin, the state capital.

Ac c ording to the 
governor, local govern-
ment is the closest tier 
of government to the 
grassroots where bulk 
of people reside and 
are in unique position 
to deliver inclusive and 
impactful governance, 
and are expected to fa-
cilitate strong relation-
ship between govern-

that your appointment 
is a call to service, you 
are expected to give 
priority to the payment 
of salaries and pensions 
and strive to clear all 
backlogs of arrears ac-
cumulated over the 
years.”

Ahmed, while call-
ing effective service de-
livery from the chair-
persons, stressed that  
“You need to stay clear 
of new appointment, 
instead make pru-
dent and probity your 
watchword, avoid con-
ducts capable of call-
ing your personality 
to question, strengthen 
synergy with KWIRS, 
and concentrate more 
effort in mobilising for-
mer sector for compli-
ance of tax regulations.”

The governor as-
sured the councils of 
his administration’s 
support to meet its ob-
ligations, stressing that 
beyond autonomy, lo-
cal government areas 
would be strengthened 
to exploit all economic 

sIkIRat sHEHu, Ilorin

ernment Primary and 
Secondary Schools, Atu, 
both sharing a fence, was 
recently commissioned 
by the Rotary Hilltop, 
Calabar.

The President of the 
Club, Rotarian Nicholas 
Obun said the club de-
cided to choose the loca-
tion because it was a “den 
of criminals”.

“We know that hy-
giene is paramount and 
sanitation is also para-
mount. Before now, if 
you come here, it was 
like a forest, all bad habits 

Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, Rivers State governor, and his son, Master Wike 
playing  golf during a test run of facilities at the Port Harcourt Pleasure 
Park on Thursday night. 

Nyesom Ezenwo Wike, Rivers State governor, and his wife, Justice 
Eberechi Suzzette Nyesom-Wike during a  test-run of facilities at the 
Port Harcourt Pleasure Park .

Abdulfatah Ahmed,  Kwara State Governor

ment and the governed 
so as to guarantee sus-
tainable grassroots de-
velopment.

The governor said: 
“Swearing-in of newly 
TIC underscores our 
resolve to sanitise our 
LG system. Clearly, the 
economic realities of 
LG and indeed in the 
country remain unfa-
vourable.

“While I congratu-
late the new TIC mem-
bers, the truth is that 
your appointment like 
those of your predeces-
sors comes at a time 
of greater difficulties 
from all levels of gov-
ernment in Nigeria, 
especially local govern-
ment.

“As you assume the 
mandate of leadership, 
therefore, remember 

opportunities available 
for their long-term sus-
tenance and viability.

“Our government 
is determined to be-
queath a local govern-
ment system that is 
robust, efficient, auton-
omous and inclusive,” 
the governor said.

R e s p o n d i n g  o n 
behalf of the newly 
sworn-in TIC bosses, 
the Chairp ers on of 
Ilorin South Local Gov-
ernment Area, Funmi-
layo Salahudeen, who 
expressed gratitude to 
the governor for given 
them the opportunity 
to serve, assured him 
of their resolve to jus-
tify the confidence re-
posed in them by be-
ing steadfast, dedicated 
and committed to their 
statutory duties.
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Abia APGA chieftain rallies 
support for Ikpeazu

F
ollowing the 
r e c e n t  S u -
preme Court 
v i c t o r y  o f 
G o v e r n o r 

Okezie Ikpeazu, David 
Ogba Onuoha (Bour-
dex), a chieftain of the 
All Progressive Grand 
Alliance (APGA) and 
Senatorial candidate 
for Abia North zone 
in 2015, has called on 
Abians to join hands 
and support the Gover-
nor of the state, Okezie 
Ikpeazu to rebuild the 
state.

Onuoha, the Abiri-
ba-born businessman 
and politician who 

made the call when he 
paid a solidarity and 
congratulatory visit to 
Governor Ikpeazu at 
Abia State Governor’s 
Lodge in Aba, stated 
that it was the will of 
God for Ikpeazu to be 
governor of the state 
now, stressing that he 
should be supported in 
his efforts at rebuilding 
the state.

According to him, 
“Abia State is our col-
lective heritage. It is 
therefore, our collec-
tive responsibility to join 
hands and ensure its 
development.”

The Supreme Court 
has on May 12, 2017 
returned Okezie Vic-
tor Ikpeazu as the gov-
ernor of Abia State in 

responsibility of all 
well-meaning Abians 
to support the gov-
ernor at this point. 
It is also our collec-
tive hope that Gover-
nor Ikpeazu will now 
concentrate on gover-
nance and delivering 
of greater dividend 
of democracy to Abi-
ans., this however, can 
only be possible in an 
atmosphere of peace 
and harmony.

“It is therefore, my 
advice to all political 
opp onents  of  Gov-
ernor Ikpeazu to ac-
cept the olive branch 
extended to them by 
the governor and join 
hands with him to de-
velop the state for the 
good of all,” he further 

Okezie Ikpeazu

what many have de-
scribed as the Will of 
God, given the circum-

stances surrounding 
his election into office.

“It is therefore, the 

NOA/UNICEF adopts new strategy 
towards essential family practices

W
o r r i e d 
by non-
c h a l a n t 
attitude 

towards the Essential 
Family Practices (EFP) 
by most families in so-
ciety and the urgent 
need to adopt a better 
method/strategy to en-
sure strict compliance, 
the NOA/UNICEF has 
designed what it de-
scribed as Theatre For 
Development (TFD).

TFD is a progres-
sion from less interac-
tive theatre forms to a 
more dialogical process, 
where theatre is prac-
tised with the people 
or by the people as a 
way of empowering 
communities, listening 
to their concerns, and 
then encouraging them 
to voice and solve their 
own problems.

While addressing 
the people of Avonkwu 
autonomous commu-
nity, Olokoro, Umua-
hia South L.G.A, Abia 
State, during one of the 
community engage-
ments on EFP through 
TFD and community 
dialogue programme, 
planned for thirty six 
communities in three 
local government areas 
(Umuahia South, Ug-
wunagbo and Ohafia) 
of the three senato-
rial districts, the Abia 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
State NOA boss, Ngozi 
Uduma, said TFD as a 
participatory theatre 
practice allows com-
munities to write their 
own stories and per-
form in a drama based 
on the messages that 
emerge from the story-
telling process.

She disclosed that 
through TFD, communi-
ties would get involved 
on issues concerning es-
sential family practices, 
benefits of ante-natal 
and post natal services, 
child labour and traf-
ficking, among others.

Uduma said that fo-
cused ante-natal service, 
at least four times, before 
child birth could go a 
very long way to saving 
both the mother and 
the child from health 
hazards, death and other 
complicating issues as 
regards to child birth.

She reminded the 
community of the ben-
efits of EFP and the 
healthy benefits of ex-
clusive breast-feeding 
of a child, disclosing that 
exclusive breastfeed-
ing saves money and 
protects the child from 
many communicable 
diseases.

In a health talk, 
Blessing Ochiabuto, the 
Umuahia South health 
educator, touched on 
the benefits of child im-
munization; exclusive 
breastfeeding; personal 
hygiene, sanitation/

Regular exercise, simple way to 
reduce cancer risk - WHO

T
h e  N i g e r i a n 
Stock Exchange 
(NSE) has con-
cluded plans to 

hold its 4th annual NSE 
Corporate Challenge 
tagged ‘eRace Cancer 
2.0’ on Saturday, July 
1, 2017, at the Onikan 
Stadium, Lagos. The 
fun-filled 5-kilometre 
walk, jog, and run com-
petition is designed to 
raise awareness and 
funds for the purchase 
of 37 Mobile Cancer 
Centers (MCCs), valued 
at $613,000 each.

This initiative was es-
tablished in 2014 as a re-
sponse to the staggering 
statistics on cancer as 
over 100,000 Nigerians 
are diagnosed with can-
cer, and about 80,000 
die (approximately 10 
deaths every hour) with 
a dismal survival rate of 
1:5, annually. Survival 
is even lower for other 
types of cancer such as 
blood cancers.

According to the 
World Health Organ-
isation (WHO), regular 
exercise is one of the 
most simple and fun 
ways individuals can 
reduce their cancer risk. 
“The messages around 
sport are in sync with 
our cancer messages 
about the importance of 
eating healthy, encour-

aging one another to 
achieve common goals 
and working together”.

A b i o l a  O ke o w o , 
pharmacist at Chemart 
pharmacy Ikoyi, Lagos, 
while speaking with 
BDSUNDAY on the is-
sue, tasked government 
to create more public 
awareness on the medi-
cal problems of having 
cancer, and also sug-
gested that individu-
als involve themselves 
more in exercise.

“Cancer awareness 
cannot b e overem-
phasised. The aware-
ness is very important 
to educate people, so 
they can reduce the 
risk. Exercise in gen-
eral is very important 
for general well-being, 
it helps to improve 
blood circulation and 
re duc es  hormones 

BUNmI BANjO

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia
advised.

In a related develop-
ment, the Paramount 
ruler of Abiriba King-
dom and Chairman of 
Ohafia Local Govern-
ment traditional rul-
er council, His Royal 
Majesty, Eze Kalu Kalu 
Ogbu IV has called on 
Abians and opponents 
of Governor Ikpeazu to 
“join hands with him to 
build the new Abia of 
our dreams”.

The monarch, who 
described the governor’s 
recent Supreme Court 
victory as divine, called 
for an end to “all forms 
of distractions so that 
the government will be 
allowed to carry out its 
great dreams for Abia 
State and Ndi Abia”.

prop er hand wash; 
dangers of self medica-
tion and the use of hard 
drugs.

She hinted that ex-
cessive ingestion of hard 
drugs could render use-
less the bright ambition 
and vision of the youths, 
who would in turn con-
stitute a nuisance in the 
community.

Ochiabuto informed 
the gathering that ma-
laria now poses the 
highest threat to hu-
man existence as it is 
the highest killer of 
children under five 
years of age.

She called on them to 
visit the primary health 
care centres around 
them, get and sleep un-
der mosquito-treated 
net and go for diagnosis 
when ill.

Eze Peter Odoeme-
nam, the traditional 
ruler of Avonkwu au-
tonomous community, 
in his speech during the 
occasion commended 
NOA/UNICEF for the 
approaches used so far 
to sensitise/educate so 
many communities on 
essential family practic-
es and exclusive breast-
feeding.

The monarch ap-
pealed to the villag-
ers to always visit the 
community health care 
centre whenever the 
need arises and strive 
to imbibe the habit of 
healthy living.

…as NSE plans cancer awareness crusade
which may cause can-
cer,” she said

 “By bringing ev-
eryone together, the 
competition provides a 
more holistic approach 
towards raising aware-
ness about cancer and 
engages the public to 
take proactive steps 
in its prevention,” ex-
plained Ms. Pai Gamde, 
Acting Head, Corporate 
Services Division.

“More importantly, 
we are making prog-
ress with our quest to 
procure Mobile Can-
cer Centre (MCC) Units. 
These MCCs will con-
duct community out-
reach for screening and 
treatment of prevalent 
cancers to save lives and 
significantly reduce our 
country’s startling sta-
tistics of cancer deaths. 
A significant amount 
of monies raised annu-
ally goes to a dedicated 
bank account towards 
the procurement of the 
proposed MCCs,” she 
added.

Also commenting, 
Olumide Orojimi, head, 
Corporate Communica-
tions, NSE, said: “The 
NSE Corporate Chal-
lenge has grown into a 
signature fundraising 
event that many institu-
tions are fast associating 
with to contribute their 
quota in raising aware-
ness and funds to fight 
cancer.Oscar Onyema, NSE CEO
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F
lorenc e Ita-
Giwa, a former 
senator repre-
senting Cross 
River Southern 

Senatorial District, has 
promised to build a stan-
dard viewing centre at 
Nyaghassang Commu-
nity, Calabar Municipal-
ity in memory of those 
who died while watching 
a live football match at 
the viewing centre in the 
community.

Ita-Giwa, a former spe-
cial adviser to President 
Olusegun Obasanjo on 
National Assembly Mat-
ters, said her assurances 
were on behalf of “Con-
cerned Mothers of the 
Efik Kingdom” who ac-
companied her on a visit 
to victims of the tragedy.

She said that the inci-
dent was an indictment 
on those she described as 
the political class.

She said: “We as moth-
ers of the Efik Kingdom 
feel the pains of the moth-
ers, wives and children of 
those who died here. We 
are here to sympathise 
and commiserate with 
them.

“We appreciate the 
President for showing 
sympathy for what has 
happened. We are not 
going to stop there and 
let this slide. We are going 
to set up a help line with 
designated help lines to 
help victims of the inci-

Ita-Giwa seeks support for victims of 
viewing centre tragedy in Cross River

dent.
“We will build a view-

ing centre to commemo-
rate the people that died 
here. We call on foot-
ball lovers, football stars, 
Manchester United to 
come and help govern-
ment to alleviate the 
problems of the victims.

“What shocked me 
when I got here was the 
state of the place where 
people paid N50 to come 
and watch football. I am 
here as a mother but I 
would not also deny the 
fact that I am a politician.

“So these are the kind 
of things I see as a politi-
cian that make me feel 
very guilty that the peo-
ple are not living well in 
this country.”

According to her, “Un-
der normal circumstanc-
es, these are some of the 
things a representative 
should provide. These are 
some of the things that 
keep the boys off crime.

“Nigerians are great 
football enthusiasts. We 
will try to forestall fu-
ture occurrences to see 
the state of other view-
ing centres to prevent 
further loss of lives. As 
mothers, we will do our 
best to alleviate the pains 
of the people.

“We share the pains. 
We urge football lovers, 
don’t allow this to make 
you lose your interest in 
football; don’t let it wane 
your passion for football.”

She also said that she 
had reached out to sev-

eral philanthropists, in-
cluding Arsenal Football 
Club of London legend, 
Nwankwo Kanu, to seek 
ways to assist victims of 
the electrocution.

According to her, Kanu 
is expected to organise an 
All-Star Football match to 
raise funds for victims of 
the unfortunate Calabar 
viewing centre incident 
which claimed eight lives 
in Nyaghassang Com-
munity.

He is also expected to 
raise funds to develop 
the community where 
a high-tension cable on 
the 11KV Feeder, fell on 
a viewing centre on the 
night of Thursday, April 
20, 2017 leading to the 
unfortunate incident.

Several football lov-
ers were in the building 

watching a live match 
broadcast involving host 
Manchester United FC 
and visiting Anderlecht 
FC in the UEFA Euro-
pa League quarter final 
match.

The structure built 
with corrugated iron 
roofing zinc conducted 
the electricity that elec-
trocuted about eight peo-
ple while several more 
sustained various degrees 
of burns when the live 
cable fell on it.

Ita-Giwa also spoke 
with sportswriters in 
Calabar after leading a 
candle light procession 
and prayer session to 
commemorate the unfor-
tunate incident.

She said that Kanu 
would work with other 
sports legends, profes-

Senator Florence Ita-Giwa and the Secretary of the Nyaghassang Qua Clan Council, Iso Bassey Edim, leading 
mourners on a candle light procession to commemorate the unfortunate viewing centre tragedy, recently.

MIKE ABANG, CAlABAr

sional colleagues and 
sports administrators for 
the fund raising match.

More than a thousand 
members of the Nyaghas-
sang Community wore 
black tee-shirts with in-
scriptions

“Rest in Peace Dear 
Football Enthusiasts” to 
participate in the proces-
sion and prayer session.

The prayer session 
was co-sponsored by a 
former Special Adviser 
to the Governor on Reli-
gious Affairs, Pastor Eyo 
Okpo-Ene.

Ita-Giwa led and coor-
dinated the exercise with 
other women on behalf 
of Concerned Mothers of 
the Efik Kingdom.

She said: “I have spo-
ken to Joseph Yobo and 
he is ready to also col-

laborate with Kanu so 
that they bring their col-
leagues. Such a profound 
incident to happen to a 
community like this is not 
something we should be 
quiet and let it just pass 
by. In civilised communi-
ties, when people die for 
such a cause, you come 
out to remember that day.

“You come out to com-
miserate with the people. 
You come out to create ac-
tivities that would com-
memorate that day that 
this thing happened.

“We thought that for 
innocent people to come 
and die like that for some-
thing they were passion-
ate about, which is foot-
ball, we should come out 
and remember that day 
that it happened and we 
are overwhelmed by the 
turnout today. “We have 
to start showing love as 
Nigerians to each other. 
We have to show com-
passion to each other. 

“If I have a voice to cry 
to the world to cry to the 
world to hear what has 
happened to this inno-
cent people, then I would 
use that voice to cry out. 
Like I said, I am expect-
ing Nigerians to come to 
our aid.

“I also have spoken to 
John Shittu, Amaju Pin-
nick and also spoke with 
Multichoice. They are 
coming on board to assist 
us in building the view-
ing centre and provide 
television and provide 
indefinite subscription.

‘Nigeria has never been out of recession’

T
he Vice Chan-
cellor of Sokoto 
State University 
Professor Nuhu 

Yaqub has said that Ni-
gerian economy lacks 
resilience, balance, in-
dependence, and good 
structure, hence has 

never been out of reces-
sion.

Y a qub  h o w e ve r, 
pointed out that Nigeria 
has what it takes to im-
prove her economy to 
cater for the avalanche 
of challenges like hun-
ger, poverty and unem-

ployment that confront 
her.

The Vice Chancellor 
made the remarks dur-
ing the 5th Professor 
Adetokunbo Sofoluwe’s 
Memorial Lecture or-
ganised by the Univer-
sity of Lagos Alumni 

Lagos State branch at 
the University’s campus, 
Akoka.

Speaking on ‘The 
Administration and 
Management of a Uni-
versity in a Recessed 
Economy: The Case of 
Nigeria’ Yaqub said Ni-
gerian economy “op-
erates very morbidly, 
meaning that it will die 
even with the mildest 
fit of asphyxiation.” The 
Political Science profes-
sor commended the 
structure of Nigerian 
universities, adding 
however, that it is only 
through good man-
agement and admin-
istration can Nigerian 
universities rank with 
other good universities 
in the world.

The memorial lec-
ture is to commemorate 
Professor Sofoluwe’s 
achievements as an aca-
demia and a university 

administrator during his 
time as the Vice Chan-
cellor of University of 
Lagos until his sudden 
death. Other speakers 
at the event extolled So-
foluwe’s development-
oriented leadership style 
and also called on the 
Alumni of University 
of Lagos to rise to the 
challenge of developing 
the University as their 
contribution to their 
Alma-Mater.

The Vice Chancellor 
of University of Lagos, 
Professor Rahmon Bello, 
said University of Lagos 
was in turmoil after the 
death of Sofoluwe and 
noted that the late Vice 
Chancellor was a kind 
man.

Tunji Oyebanji, man-
aging director, Mobil Oil 
Nigeria PLC and chair-
man of the occasion, 
said universities in Nige-
ria cannot develop only 

through government 
efforts but can thrive in 
all areas if private sector 
can invest in the devel-
opment of the univer-
sities. He also pledged 
his commitment to the 
growth and develop-
ment of University of 
Lagos.

The Speaker, Lagos 
State House of Assem-
bly, Rt. Hon. Mudashiru 
Ajayi Obasa commend-
ed the efforts of Univer-
sity of Lagos Alumni, 
Lagos State Branch Lu-
kumon Adeoti for his 
visionary leadership and 
also pledged to support 
the branch in his capac-
ity as the Speaker of the 
state.  The high point 
of the occasion was the 
issuance of cheques to 
20 indigent students of 
University of Lagos by 
the University of La-
gos Alumni, Lagos State 
Branch.

L-R: Lukumon Adeoti, chairman UNILAG Alumni, Lagos State branch; Prof. Rahamon Bello, vice chancellor 
UNILAG, presenting a plague to Tunji Oyebanji, managing director, Mobil Oil Nigeria Plc, and chairman of the 
occasion, and Mudashiru Ajayi Obasa, speaker, Lagos State House of Assembly and special guest of honour, 
at the event.
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How agitation for better life for oil producing 
communities landed activists in prison

K
ola Edokpayi, Cur-
tis Eghosa Ugb o, 
Odion Olaye and 
O sayande Okoro 
w e r e  d i f f e r e n t 

personalities in Edo State. But 
they were however, united 
under the umbrella of  the 
Benin Solidarity Movement, 
protesting for the betterment 
of the oil and gas producing 
communities in the state.

The afore-mentioned quar-
tet were among members of 
the Benin Solidarity Move-
ment who felt that the welfare 
and living condition of the 
people of the 38 oil and pro-
ducing  communities across 
the three oil producing local 
government areas of Edo State 
was pitiable and they decided 
to agitate for a better deal.

Their request from the op-
erating oil companies and the 
Federal Government include 
environmental operation con-
ditions good for habitation, 
infrastructural development, 
automatic bursary, scholar-
ships for students of the com-
munities  and employment 
opportunities.

O l o g b o ,  O b a g i e 
N’Okenkporo, Orogho, Obay-
antor, Ajoki, Kolokolo, Aje-
mongha and Abiala are among 
the 38 oil producing communi-
ties in Edo State. 

The communities are lo-
cate d in thre e oi l  and gas 
producing local government 
areas in the state which are 
IKpoba-Okha, Orhionmwon 
and Ovia North-East. There 
are also 205 flowing oil wells 
in the communities as well as 
several corked oil wells.

Some of the oil and gas com-
panies operating in the com-
munities are Seplat Petroleum 
Development Company Plc, 
West Africa Gas Company, 
Pan O c ean,  Nigeria Petro-
leum Development Company, 
Dubri oil, Newcross. United 
Geophysical Services Nigeria 
limited, Summit oil /Suntera, 
among others.

Like their counterparts in 
the nine Niger Delta oil pro-
ducing states, they are bereft 
of infrastructural develop-
ments such as motorable road, 
hospitals, electricity, schools 
as well as employment for 
their citizenry.

The inhabitants of these 
communities that are non-vio-
lent unlike their counterparts 
in the other states as regards 
restiveness, vandalism, theft 
and destruction of oil and gas 
facilities and other crimes, 
however, resorted to peace-
ful protest days after the visit 
of the acting president, Yemi 
Osinbajo to agitate for better 

Curtis Ugbo, remanded in prison custody

Pic of one of the protests by the members of the  Benin Solidarity Movement in Benin City 
over the alleged takeover of Galegele oil-bearing community by the Ijaws and Itsekiris as 
well as betterment for the communities.

welfare and condition of liv-
ing for the oil communities. 

The March 6, 2017 Vice-
President, Yemi Osinbajo visit 
during a stakeholder meeting 
with leaders and people of 
oil  pro ducing c ommunities 
in the state was greeted with 
protest by the oil communities 
especially the Ijaw-speaking 
communities as well as lamen-
tation of lack of development 
in the communities.

However, following a pro-
test publication in a National 
newspaper on March 9, 2017 
by the I jaw Youth Council 
(IYC) allegedly claiming the 
ownership of  Gelegele land 
,  an oil  pro ducing c ommu-
nity in Ovia North- East Local 
Government during the Vice-
President’s visit to the state, 
the Benin Solidarity Move-
ment (BSM) on March 11, 2017  
staged peaceful protest.

Among the demands of the 
group during the protest was 
to call on the Federal Govern-
ment to stop the flow of crude 
oil from the 9-flowing oil wells 
to Ovade in Delta State.

The group said the 9-flow-
ing oi l  wells  were lo cate d 
at  Obagie  N’Okenkp oro in 
Orhionmwon Local Govern-
ment Area of Edo State while 
Ovade is in Ethiope West Lo-
cal Government Area of Delta 
State.

The spokesperson of the 
group, Odion Olaye said the 
stoppage of the flow of the 
oil to the community in Delta 
State must be with immediate 
effect.

He warned that failure to 
carry out the demand would 
b e greatly resiste d by the 
Benin people who he claimed 
are the genuine owners of 
the land.

He also demanded for au-
tomatic education bursary, 
scholarships and employment 
for students and youths of 
Benin by all the oil explor-
ing companies like Nigerian 

Petroleum Development Com-
pany (NPDC), Pan Ocean, Du-
bri oil, among others as well as 
from the Federal Government 
with immediate effect.

According to him, all oil 
wells flowing and non-flow-
ing stations in the area be-
long to the Benin people. The 
proceeds from the oil wells 
should b e us e d to develop 
the Benin kingdom such as 
Ologbo, with 49 flowing oil 
wells, Obagie N’ Okenkporo 
with two flowing oil wells 
and Obayantor also with two 
flowing oil wells.

“The same treatment should 

also be extended to other two 
oil-rich local governments, 
namely Ikpoba Okha and Ovia 
North-East Local Government 
Areas. All the agitations by 
non-Benin indigenes, strang-
ers and settlers like Itsekiris 
and Ijaws in the Benin king-
dom should henceforth stop.

“All oil exploring, prospect-
ing and servicing companies 
in the Benin kingdom should 
also do businesses only with 
the Benin people”, he said.

“The group would no longer 
condone non-natives, strang-
ers or settlers to speak on be-
half of any community, town, 
village, local government area 
belonging to the Benin king-
dom in any public function or 
occasion as the case may be,” 
Olaye added.

In a follow up to the protest 
date d March 18,  2017,  the 
group again protested to the 
Edo State House of Assembly, 
Edo State Government House 
and the premises of the Nige-
rian Petroleum Development 
Company (NPDC), a subsidiary 
of the Nigeria National Pe-
troleum Corporation (NNPC) 
with its corporate headquar-
ters in Benin-City.

In addition to their earlier 
demands, the group further 
demanded to know the num-
ber of Benin indigenes from 
the oi l  and gas  pro ducing 
communities both skilled and 
unskilled employed by the oil 
exploring companies as well 
as the NPDC.

Curtis Eghosa Ugbo, the Na-
tional President of the group, 
who spoke during the protest, 
demanded that all oil explor-
ing, prospecting and servicing 
companies in the state should 
stop any further transaction 
with the Ijaws and Itsekiri 
forthwith or face legal court 
pro c ess  or  st iff  resistanc e 
from its military wing.

He also demanded to know 
the Corporate Social Respon-
sibility (CSR) of all oil explor-
ing, prospecting and servic-
ing companies in all the oil 
producing host communities 
in Benin kingdom especially 
in the areas  of  e ducation, 
sports development, health-
care services as well as other 
essential services for the so-
cial economic growth of the 
communities.

“ W h at  h a s  N P D C ,  P a n 
Ocean, Dubri Oil/Gas, among 
others done to empower the 
youths of the oil rich com-
munities since they were es-
tablished? For example, in the 
area of education, we demand 
to know the number of Benin 
indigenes from all host oil pro-
ducing communities that have 
been given education scholar-
ships and bursaries including 
the disabled and vulnerable 
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Kola Edokpayi, one of the remanded protesters in prison custody
The IGP

NewsFeature

but subsequently remanded 
the duo in prison custody.

But due to the DPP advice, 
Odion Olaye and Osayande 
Okoro were s et fre e while 
Curtis Ugbo still remain in 
prison custody.

As the remand of Curtis 
Ugbo was gradually fading off 
memory of many Edo people, 
the state  p ol ic e  c ommand 
again in the early hours of 
Tuesday arrested Kola Edok-
p ay i ,  t h e  N at i o n a l  M e d i a 
and Publicity Se cretary of 
the group at his resident, ar-
raigned before Oredo Mag-
istrate Court 7 on two count 
charge and also subsequently 
remanded in Benin prison.

The arrest of the human 
rights activist was alleged to 
have been ordered by the state 
commissioner of police, Haliru 
Gwandu over the alleged eva-
sion of arrest after comments 
made by the ac cus e d on a 
private television channel 
regarding the rising insecu-
rity in the state. The charge 
preferred against the activ-
ist was also the same charge 
earlier preferred against the 
three other accused.

But the police prosecutor 
said the offenses are punish-
able under sections 38 and 
516 of Criminal Code Cap 48 
Volume Two Laws of the de-
funct Bendel State of Nigeria 
as applicable in Edo State.

He was arraigned before P.I. 
Fly-Yamah, a chief magistrate 
grade one who also declined 
juris diction on the matter 

and said that the case file be 
forwarded to the state Depart-
ment of Public Prosecution for 
its advice and recommenda-
tions.

He however, adjoined the 
case to June 29, 2017 for men-
tion.

I n  a  p re s s  s tate m e n t  i n 
Benin-City  and s igne d by 
David Ugolor, executive di-
rector, African Network for 
Environment and Econom-
ic  Justic e (ANEEJ) ,  Austin 
Osakue, president, Founda-
tion for Good Governance and 
Social Change, Olu Martins, 
president, Canvasser for De-
mocracy and Rule of Law and 
Abraham Oviawe, Network of 
Civil Society Organisations of 
Nigeria (NOCSON) noted that 
the arrest of Edokpayi was the 
latest in the efforts of the po-
litical establishments to using 
security agencies especially 
the police to emasculate the 
social movement in the state.

“The civil/human rights 
community in Edo State be-
lieves in the rule of law and 
the inviolability of the rights 
of  the average Edo p ers on 
and we continue to agitate 
and engage authorities for its 
sustenance.

“The demand for corporate 
social responsibility is glob-
ally accepted as the norm in 
the quest for the overall sus-
tainable development, equity 
and justice and such demand 
cannot be criminalised under 
the guis e of treas on,”  they 
stated.

indigenes in the areas.
Ugbo further demanded to 

know how the oil exploring 
companies and the Federal 
Government are addressing 
the level of environmental 
degradation b eing exp eri -
enced by the host oil produc-
ing communities in the Benin 
kingdom.

H e  w a n t e d  t h e  Fe d e ra l 
Government of  Nigeria  to 
handle the issues of resource 
control and the 13 percent 
oil derivation with care and 
properly with the interest of 
the Benin kingdom as one of 
the oil rich producing areas of 
Ikpoba- Okha, Orhionmwon, 
Ovia North-East  and Ovia 
South-West Lo cal  Govern-
ment Areas protected.

The group demanded for 
the immediate provision of 
employment for 1000 indi-
genes of the oil  pro ducing 
communities in the state.

The group,  however,  is-
sue d a 72-hour ultimatum 
to the Federal Government, 
state government and all oil 
producing companies in Be-
nin kingdom that if within 
the period of the ultimatum 
their demands were not met 
it would resort to legal action 
as well as deploy its military 
wing to resist and stop the tak-
ing over of crude oil out of the 
host oil producing communi-
ties in the kingdom by all the 
oil exploring companies.

The protests  by the Be-
n i n  S o l i d a r i t y  M o ve m e n t 
was however, countered by 
a concerned Edo Youths who 
on March 22, 2017 staged a 
solidarity protest to NPDC, 
commending the management 
fo r  c o n s i d e r i n g  s o m e  E d o 
State indigenes worthy of its  
contracts.

The coordinator and the 
sp okesp ers on of the group 
Okungbowa Osagie also con-
demned the alleged attempt 
by the anti-NPDC protesters 
to drag the name of the Benin 
monarch and the Oba into oc-
cupying the premises of the 
oil firm.

He said the award of con-
tracts to Edo State indigenes 
was in fulfillment and imple-
mentation of the federal gov-
ernment policy of local content 
in the oil and gas sector of the 
economy.

“We are here to condemn 
the recent protest by a group 
of persons described as Benin 
Solidarity Movement to NPDC, 
Sapele road and had indoor 
meeting with the management.

“We also condemn their at-
tempt to drag the palace and 
our most respected monarch 
into mindless and senseless ac-
tion by occupying the premises 
of NPDC in Benin-City.

“We therefore, condemn 
the action of this group and 
their cohorts as we call on Edo 
people not to be dispelled by 
the ignorable action of the so 
called Benin Solidarity Move-
ment who are out to cause 
disaffection among people that 

are known to be hospitable and 
peace loving,” she said.

Against the backdrop of the 
counter-protest and the sub-
sequent arrest of the National 
President of Benin Solidar-
ity Movement, Curtis Ugbo, 
Odion Olaye, board of trustee 
member and Osayande Okoro, 
head of operations/security 
the group however in its press 
statement apologised to the Be-
nin monarch over the usage of 
his photograph on their letter 
head papers to protest to the oil 
company with authorisation.

The letter of apology to the 
monarch was signed by Kola 
Edokpayi and Hope Enogieru, 
head of media and publicity 
and head of planning strategy, 
respectively.

“The entire members and 
leadership of Benin Solidar-
ity Movement (BSM) wish to 
humbly tender an unreserved 
apology to His Majesty, the 
Oba of Benin, Oba Ewuare 11, 
for using his photograph on 
our letter head paper without 
his due permission.

“We appeal to our Royal 
Father to please forgive us 
of our ignorance and temper 
justice with mercy. We forever 
remain your subjects. Our ac-
tion is based on the love we 
have for our people towards 
seeking ways to help our many 
unemployed youths with a 
view to nip crime in the bud.

“The cardinal objective of 
the group is to awake the con-
sciousness of the Binis’ rights 

for intellectual engagement 
to achieving same which we 
remain focused on. The Be-
nin Solidarity Movement has 
no intention, means or cause 
any harm to any individuals, 
institutions or facilities in the 
state or beyond. The philoso-
phy behind the group is civil, 
peaceful and diplomatic,” the 
group stated.

As a result of the protests, 
Curtis Ugbo, Odion Olaye and 
Osayande Okoro were arrested 
by the Edo State police com-
mand and subsequently re-
mande d at  Oko maximum 
prison on two count charge 
of alleged felony and threat to 
public peace.

The charge sheet of the case 
reads, “(1) that you Curtis Ugbo, 
Odion Olaye and Osayande 
Okoro and others at large con-
spired together to commit an 
offense known as felony and 
(2) that you Curtis Ugbo insti-
gated a group of intellectuals 
who are foreigners to invade 
the NPDC office, Edo State 
Government House and the 
Edo State House of Assem-
bly with threat to use mili-
tary wing of Benin Solidarity 
Movement to unleash terror 
on oil producing communi-
ties in Edo State should their 
demands were not met and 
such engage in other actions.

The presiding magistrate, P. 
E. Iyama, who declined juris-
diction of the case, however, 
referre d the matter to the 
State Department of Public 
Prosecution (DPP) for advice 
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Tears in Delta communities 
over herdsmen invasion 

I
t has been a harvest of tears 
in recent times in many com-
munities in D elta State as 
rampaging herdsmen have 
ceaselessly wreaked havoc 

and created chaos.
Sunday Idama, a 50-year-old 

staff of the Delta State University, 
was recently murdered in cold 
blood on his farmland in Ovurie-
Abraka Community in Urhrobo 
Kingdom of the state by suspected 
herdsmen after they fed their cattle 
with cash crops on the deceased’s 
farmland.

Also recently, Solomon Ejoor, a 
welder, was beheaded by alleged 
herdsmen in his native Urhuoka-
Abraka community, sparking anxi-
ety. Reports said villagers seized 
the decapitated body from police 
and took it to the palace of the 
Ovie of Oruarivie-Abraka where 
it was kept for over four hours. 
They threatened to lay siege to the 
Government House, Asaba, if Gov-
ernor Ifeanyi Okowa did not break 
his silence on the Abraka killings.

The protesters destroyed cars 
and air conditioners at the palace, 
saying the monarch and his council 
of chiefs were not doing enough to 
stem the herdsmen attacks. It took 
the intervention of the army to 
save the palace from being torched. 
It was gathered that the fierce 
disposition of the villagers forced 
about 100 northerners, especially 
the Hausa/Fulani in Urhuoka-
Abraka and the environs, to flee to 
the Abraka Police Station for safety.

The victim, Ejoor, was allegedly 
ambushed and decapitated when 
he went to the farm to rescue his 
mother who was held hostage by 
gun-toting herdsmen. The state 
police command confirmed the two 
incidents and promised investiga-
tion.

Abraka, one of the food baskets 
of the state, is a host community to 
the herdsmen because they depend 
on the community for the provision 
of basic needs such as grains, shel-
ter and husks from harvest which 
have provided food for their ani-
mals for a very long time. The com-
munity, however, alleged that the 
herdsmen suddenly turned away 
from the long-standing, mutually-
beneficial relationship by taking 
up arms against the community, 
a situation that has created many 
widows, widowers and orphaned 
children.

“For us to go to the farm is a prob-
lem. We are not allowed to visit our 
farms because once they meet you, 
they rape you. We are all afraid and 
that is why farming in our area has 
reduced,” lamented a native.

Samuel Okumagbe, chairman 
of Ogwuezi Quarters, Oghara, was 
also quoted to have lamented that 
the people have been persistently 
attacked. According to him, they 
have even lost count of the number 
of incidents and victims.

“We cannot access our farm at 
Abraka reserves since December. 
We borrowed money to establish 
the farm and when we wanted 
to harvest what we had planted 
earlier for sale in order to pay back 
our loan to Bank of Agriculture, we 
were denied access to our farms 
and that is the position in Abraka,” 
said another farmer, Eris Jewo.

Last month, Evance Ivwurie, 
lawmaker representing Ethiope 
East in the Delta State House of 
Assembly, alleged that an uniden-
tified helicopter always delivered 
supplies inside the Ovre-Abraka 
desert in the state where Fulani 
herdsmen reside with their cattle.

State government seems helpless
It is no more news that Delta 

State communities and farmers 
are now at the mercy of herdsmen 
who have invaded and occupied 
their communities, destroying their 
farmlands culminating in deadly 
clashes that often claim lives of 
innocent citizens. The news is that 
in the face of the problem, Delta 
State Government seems helpless in 
the face of security being a federal 
matter. This has led to disruptions 

in farming activities in the areas 
mostly affected by the crisis as the 
farmers are afraid of being killed 
or raped on their farmlands. The 
situation has affected the socio-
economic lives of the people in the 
sense that even farmers who bor-
rowed funds for agricultural pur-
pose are now counting their losses.

Speaking during a security meet-
ing with stakeholders in Abraka, 
Ivwurie claimed that the desert had 
become a safe haven for thousands 
of herdsmen. He described the des-
ert land across the River Ethiope 
as a time-bomb waiting to explode 
owing to the activities of herdsmen 
in the area.

The lawmaker, who recently 
launched his Operation Arrest, 
Meet and Engage Their Sponsor 
campaign against herdsmen in his 
constituency, said, “If you go there, 
there are more than 5,000 cattle 
with more than 2,000 herdsmen 
dwelling in the place. They carry 
all kinds of weapons and many un-
wholesome activities are going on 
there. I am aware of this and have 
taken the liberty to report the issue 
to the state government.”

Security is a national issue
The state government seems 

helpless not because it does not 
know how to tell its citizens to 
fight back; rather, its challenge lies 
in the fact that the herdsmen issue 
is a national issue which should be 

handled nationally.
In January this year, the gover-

nor had, while answering questions 
from journalists, noted, “The herds-
men issue with the communities is 
actually a problem. It is a problem 
across the country and not just in 
Delta State. Not less than 30 to 33 
states are having this problem. It is 
something that we do not wish to 
continue to have but the problem 
is still there.

“Until as a country we are able 
to establish ranches where we will 
be able to rear the cattle, we can-
not wish away this problem. Even 
if you try to stop the cattle from 
moving down to graze, with the 
desertification in the north, once 
it is dry season you begin to see 
owners of cattle through all parts of 
the country; and the constitution of 
this country does not allow you to 
stop somebody from another state 
coming into your state.”

“But the only thing is that we ex-
pect that people will be reasonable 
in whatever they are doing. Some-
body should know what a grass is 
and what is not grass.”

Spreading the blame
Okowa s eriously blame d the 

herdsmen for most of the attacks, 
just as he partly blamed natives.

“Obviously, the herdsmen have 
to be blamed but our people some-
times are to be blamed because 
some persons invite them to com-

MERCY ENOCH, ASABA

NewsFeature

Wike greets the celebrant, King Jaja



SUNDAYBD 11C002D5556Sunday 21  May 2017

NewsFeature   
munities and show them lands that 
belong to them, whereas the land 
belongs to some other people but 
they would have collected money 
behind,” he said.

Solution in sight?
Okowa assured that the state 

would continue to work on how to 
solve the issues; how to get com-
munities, engage them, get to the 
local government councils and also 
to the state level. He said a special 
assistant who is also a Fulani had 
been appointed to help on the issue.

“We also have a Special Adviser 
on Conflict Resolution who is try-
ing to do a lot; and the Commis-
sioner of Police is actually doing 
quite a lot, but sometimes you begin 
to have deadly clashes between 
these herdsmen and some of our 
people,” he said.

He recalled a deadly incident 
where the police moved into the 
bush in one of the places last De-
cember and tried to have exchange 
of gun-power. He described the 
situation as unfortunate but said 
the state was trying to handle it 
in such a way that there would be 
peace at the end of the day.

“What we will begin to do is for 
communities where you have them 
to actually ensure that these people 
are known to the communities 
with a kind of registration process 
so that people are not just living in 
your bush and you do not have in-
formation about them, so that with 
this relationship, it may be better to 
engage people in a peace process,” 
Okowa said.

He noted that there had been 
losses on both sides but that efforts 
were being made to resolve such 
problems, saying criminal elements 
also use the herdsmen to cover 
their bad activities.

“We are beginning to see a lot 
of them involved in kidnapping.  
Last December, about five of these 
people who live in the bush were 
arrested for kidnapping, etc, and 
those kidnap elements when ar-
rested would be left in the hands 
of the law to take its full course,” 
he pledged.

On his part, the state commis-
sioner for information, Patrick 
Ukah, called on the Federal Gov-
ernment and the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police, Idris Abubakar, to 
take urgent and proactive steps in 
disarming Fulani herdsmen in the 
state and elsewhere so as to prevent 
total breakdown of law and order 
in the country.

Ukah, in an interview in Asaba, 
decried the youth uprising that led 
to the vandalism of the palace of a 
royal father and other properties in 
Abraka communities, adding that 
the federal government and the law 
enforcement agents were not doing 
enough to stop the broad daylight 
slaughtering of innocent farmers 
across the state.

He assured that the state govern-
ment would continue to prevail 
on the federal government to do 
something very urgent because 
the situation was taking a different 

dimension.
“The state government will not 

enc ourage our p e ople and the 
youths to take laws into their 
hands but it is obvious that the po-
lice and APC Federal Government 
has shown sufficient lukewarm 
attitude towards the arrest and 
prosecution of the Fulani herdsmen 
who are regularly killing our men, 
raping women and defiling young 
girls in their farmlands after feed-
ing their cattle with cassava, yams 
and other cash crops.

“This development is ridiculous 
and the state government is wor-
ried and concerned about the plight 
of our people and families affected 
by the criminal activities of Fulani 
herdsmen,” Ukah said.

He stated that the State House of 
Assembly is currently working on a 
bill in respect of the criminal activi-
ties of Fulani herdsmen in the state, 
assuring that by the time the bill is 
passed, Governor Okowa would not 
hesitate to sign it into law.

He said that the state govern-
ment would continue to appeal to 
the people not to take laws into 
their hands, but that the security 
agents and the Buhari adminis-
tration must realize that they are 
foot-dragging in the matter, which 
is why some persons are now left 
with the option of reprisals result-
ing in the wanton destruction of 
properties as a way of venting their 
anger.

Tension still high

As at  the time of fi l ing this 
report, tension was already high 
and some Deltans had expressed 
fear that the Grazing Reserve Bill 
might scale through at the House 
of Assembly.

But Governor Okowa allayed the 
fear, saying there won’t be grazing 
reserve in the state. He expressed 
strong belief that the legislators 
cannot pass a bill that is unaccept-
able to the people, recalling that 
Deltans had made it clear that they 
were not supporting any grazing 
reserve.

The governor, who spoke at the 
seventh synod of Ughelli Diocese of 
the Anglican Communion recently, 
said his administration had done a 
lot to ensure that clashes between 
herdsmen and Deltans were re-
duced to the barest.

“Possibly, there would have been 
much more killings if not for our 
consultations; we are also aware 
that most of the kidnapping in the 
state is being done by the Hausa/
Fulani in connivance with some of 
our people,” he said.

“There are special courts for the 
speedy trial of kidnappers and any-
one who is caught assisting them is 
liable to life imprisonment.”

Okowa c ommende d s e curity 
agencies, especially the police, for 
controlling crime in the state, urg-
ing them to do more.

Debtor farmers’ fate
On the fate of the farmers who 

had borrowed money from govern-

ment for the purpose of agriculture 
but may not have good harvest so as 
to pay back their loans, the question 
being asked is whether there would 
be mercy for them.

Shimite Bello, executive secre-
tary of the Delta State Micro, Small 
and Medium Enterprises Devel-
opment Agency (DEMSMA), told 
BDSUNDAY that she needed total 
assessment of the entire situation 
before she could comment on it.

DEMSMA is the agency through 
which the state government em-
powers its citizens with soft loans 
which they must collect from par-
ticipating banks and pay back based 
on the arrangements reached with 
the banks.

As affected communities see the 
state government as helpless in 
fighting the scourge, the state says 
it is doing its best but from the re-
cent comments of the information 
commissioner, it seems obvious 
that no matter what step the state 
takes to fight the monster, the fed-
eral government is being looked 
upon for a lasting solution.

Watch and pray
However, Marcus Ibrahim, An-

glican Bishop of Yola Diocese, who 
spoke on the topic ‘Watching and 
praying: The escape route from the 
dangers of our time’, urged Chris-
tians to pray harder to check the 
activities of Boko Haram, kidnap-
pers and armed robbers, etc. He 
reiterated that “the time that we 
are in is evil time”.
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U
ntil now, women in 
labour in riverine areas 
of Rivers State often 
endured days to cross 
the Atlantic Ocean from 

places as far as Kula, a town that juts 
into the ocean, to paddle to upland 
areas to be delivered of their babies 
if local birth attendants in the seas 
could not help.

This was how the present care-
taker committee chairman of Aku-
ku-Toru was born. He was born in 
Kula (oceanic town) but his twin 
sister could not make it there. Birth 
attendants did their best without 
success. It was decided to risk the 
long journey across the ocean to the 
upland. The only conveyor was a 
hand-pulled canoe which took al-
most a whole day of pulling.

“This is how my twin sister was 
born three days later in Degema,” 
Tonye Awari Alalibo, Akuku-Toru 
CTC boss, disclosed to a bewildered 
audience recently in Abonnema, the 
council headquarters.

Now in a position to do something 
about this, he said he delved into 

Relief for expectant mothers 
in Akuku-Toru, Rivers

reviving the only medical facility in 
the oceanic town, the Kula Primary 
Model Healthcare Centre (KMPHCC) 
which has been moribund. This is 
how Belemaoil joined the effort.

“Such situation is no more. That 
is the motivation for this task of re-
viving the Kula centre so pregnant 
women could get first rate medical 
attention,” Alalibo said.

Throwing some light, Darego Fuba-
ra, head, government and community 
relations, Belemaoil, told BDSUNDAY 
that health of the communities was 
important to them.

“We are committed to the commu-
nities. We are ready for more support 
in such campaigns in the future. We 
delved into this rehabilitation project 
as part of social performance drive, 
to contribute to Nigeria and host 
communities. We were invited and 
are happy to support them. We have 
been supporting good works in the 
communities. We are satisfied how 
the funds were disbursed. We have 
seen a lot of items and they seem 
satisfied,” Fubara said.

“Prior to the support we gave, we 
were told of long travel to get medi-
cal care. So, we want to reduce this 
agony. We are ready to do more. Our 
expectation is that the communities 

would cooperate with Belemaoil and 
support our operations.”

Grace Ejiasa, head of administra-
tion, Newcross Exploration and Pro-
duction that also partnered with the 
local council to help Kula, said saving 
lives was important.

“We regard this as an opportunity 
to help humanity,” she said.

The medical director of the Kula 
centre painted the gloomy picture 
of working in the deep areas of the 
riverine areas.

“Kula produces oil but the health-
care centre is nothing but a leaking 
roof; no power supply, no security, etc. 
Sea piracy, kidnapping, high transport 
fees stifle the healthcare centre. Let 
the chiefs, oil companies, and others 
help to rescue the oceanic sections of 
the Niger Delta,” said the director.

He said the medical centre was ly-
ing waste and occupied by rats and 
cockroaches.

“The CTC boss reactivated the 
moribund centre which was not fit for 
human use for the 40,000 inhabitants 
that it was meant for. There are seven 
such facilities but none is functional.

Now power, equipment, accom-
modation, etc are back to the centre. 
We the medical team are motivated,” 
he said.

Kama Amabibi Eleki, the Aman-
yanabo of Kula, who is also a medical 
doctor, said his people were happy 
that the medical centre has been 
rescued.

“Belemaoil and Newcross have 
reactivated our desolate and despi-
cable health centre. The workers did 
not show up but were ready to treat 
patients in their homes. I admonished 
them many times. Now, we have all 
the equipment needed to make the 
centre viable,” he said.

“We therefore cannot allow these 
items of equipment to vanish. We will 
inspect them every three months. 
Inventory will be kept with me and 
others. Let the workers be there all the 
time to work, henceforth. Belemaoil 
and Newcross have brought new di-
mension in community relations. We 
will pay them back with conducive 
environment to produce oil.”

The community leaders such as 
the four compound leaders that make 
up Kula and the Kula community 
development chairman, Sibia Sukubo, 
echoed massive support to protect the 
equipment for general good.

The permanent secretary, Ministry 
of Health, who was represented by 
Ekanem Nyareo, director of medical 
services, Rivers Primary Healthcare 
Board, said the state government was 
taking over the primary healthcare 
facilities and the job done by the CTC 
and oil companies had made the case 
of Kula easy.

Those present hinted that the se-
curity threats in Abonnema and the 
entire Akuku-Toru local council area 
had calmed down. They said the CTC 
boss had brought down kidnapping 
and piracy so people could travel to 
the seas and had also brought down 
flooding so vehicles could pass in the 
rainy season. A source talked about 
reducing tension in the area by reduc-
ing the salary arrears owed workers 
from N300 million to N60 million.

“This is a very important event, 
being the handing over of equipment 
to Kula Model Primary Healthcare 
Centre (KPHCC). Due to the difficult 
and challenging terrain, access to 
healthcare by the oceanic dwellers is 
very difficult. Thus I vowed to over-
come every challenge to equip and 
revamp the healthcare centre, thus 
the collaboration with Belemaoil and 
Newcross. This will provide critical 
medicare to the grassroots people in 
the far-flung areas,” Alalibo said.

“The items include basic hospital 
and medical facilities like chairs, 
tables, beddings, examination kits, 
lab equipment, etc all to furnish the 
general out-patient, registration, 
pharmacy and lab and records units 
of the health centre.”

The equipment were to be handed 
over to the Amanyanabo of Kula for 
onward handover to the medical 
centre.
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women in labour in riverine areas will no longer endure days across the ocean as CtC 
boss, marginal oil operators collaborate to revamp healthcare facility.

L-R: Belemaoil head of Govt/Community Relations, Darego Fubara with Amanayanabo of Kula, Kama Amabibi Eleki
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Emaculata flanked by her parents

further explained that AUN 
was many things to her. She 
said she had learned many 
skills such as leadership, man-
agement, community develop-
ment, creativity and more.

While at the institution, she 
served as director of public 
relations in both Student Gov-
ernment Association (SGA) as 
well as in the AUN Catholic 
Society; secretary of the in-
stitution’s prestigious Honour 
Society and the AUN Students 
Chemical Society, and assistant 
captain of the Stallions female 
soccer team. She also volun-
te ere d and participate d in 
the various AUN community 
service projects such as the 
distribution of food items to 
Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs), AUN Feed and Read 
Programme, and tutoring of 
primary school children in 
Yola.

The young woman won the 
following awards: Award for 
Academic Excellence; Over-
all best graduating student 
(Vale dictorian);  Award for 
Academic Distinction- best 
graduating student in Petro-
leum Chemistry; Award for 
Academic Exc ellenc e- b est 
graduating student in School 
of Arts & Sciences; Provost’s 
Award for Academic Excel-
lence; Haruna Musa Award 
for Academic Excellence; Afr-
invest (West Africa) Award for 
Academic Excellence (includes 
paid internship at any Afrin-
vest subsidiaries), and Wine-
light Award for Academic 
Excellence.

Onuigbo aspires to further 

her studies in Chemistry, hop-
ing one day to join the teach-
ing profession as a Chemistry 
lecturer at a prestigious uni-
versity like AUN.

While delivering her speech 
as the valedictorian, she said: 
“Unlike many other students 
seated here, I never imagined 
I would be lucky enough to 
attend a grand school such as 
AUN. This is because I come 
from a family of modest aver-
age income. My journey start-
ed from a small town called 
Ngwo, in Enugu-North LGA of 
Enugu State. I can remember 
that day in my Primary 6 like 
it was just yesterday. One of 
our teachers, Mrs. Chibuoke 
had just died and this made us 
very sad. On the same day her 
body was laid to rest, two rep-
resentatives from the Shehu 
Musa Yar’Adua Foundation, 
whom I later got to know to be 
Ms. Rose Ugorji and Mr. Darren 
Venn, came to my primary 
school to select the best boy 
and the best girl for a schol-
arship award examination. 
What made this opportunity 
particularly special for me was 
because while I was in Primary 
5, a couple of well-wishers had 
advised that I skipped Primary 
6 because to them, I would 
be just fine going straight to 
secondary school. Thank God, 
if I am permitted to say, that I 
was able to convince myself 
then that there was absolutely 
no need to rush. As God would 
have it, I emerged successful 
and was chosen alongside a 
good friend of mine, Franklin 
Aziujali, from Enugu State. It 
was at this point in my life that 

I met Madam Jacqueline W. 
Farris (Director General of the 
Shehu Musa Yar’Adua Founda-
tion) and Chief Dubem Onyia, 
who is a member of the board 
of trustees of the Shehu Musa 
Yar’Adua Foundation and who 
coincidentally also, hails from 
my village. They both have 
strongly influenced my life 
positively and never got tired 
of supporting and mentoring 
me and I  thank them very 
much.

“Winning the Shehu Musa 
Yar’Adua Foundation Merit 
Scholarship was truly the 
turning point of my life as it 
exposed me to so many new 
and different experiences, es-
pecially because, prior to the 
scholarship, I honestly only 
knew Adamawa/Yola from 
Social Studies class and from 
re citing ‘the 36 States and 
Capitals.’ But on starting my 
secondary school education 
here at AUN Academy, I really 
came to understand and appre-
ciate what truly makes Nigeria 
beautiful, and that is our richly 
diverse cultures.

“At first, I was homesick and 
cried so many times because I 
missed my family so dearly. I 
thank God for the wonderful 
schoolmates, and great teach-
ers I had in secondary school. 
In loving memory, I also want 
to thank the late Ms. Krista 
McKee, whose belief in me 
made me believe more in my-
self. I can remember her words 
to me during my secondary 
school graduation. She told me, 
‘Dear Immaculata, you are a 
beautiful and brilliant young 
woman. May God provide you 

‘How the Yar’Adua Foundation 
changed my life’

S
h e  w a s  d i s c o ve re d 
in a primary school 
i n  a  s l e e p y  v i l l a g e 
somewhere in Enugu 
State. She was ferried 

to Yola, Adamawa State, for 
a scholarship education in a 
privately-owned secondary 
school. Thereafter, she was 
also given admission to pursue 
her degree at the American 
University of Nigeria. Last 
weekend, she was the valedic-
torian as the best graduating 
student of the 2017 class of 
the institution with 3.98 GPA. 
This is the inspiring story of 
Immaculata Onyinye Onuigbo.

Speaking with BDSUNDAY 
in Yola at the 9th commence-
ment ceremony of the institu-
tion, the young woman from 
Ngwo in Enugu North Local 
Government Area of Enugu 
State, South East geo-political 
zone, said: “It all started when 
I was in primary school in my 
state, some people came from 
the Musa Yar’Adua Founda-
tion. They were going from 
s cho ol to s cho ol,  s ele cting 
brilliant pupils and giving 
them scholarship to second-
ary s cho ol.  I  was lucky to 
be among the few that were 
selected. I was brought to the 
AUN Academy where I had 
my secondary education on 
scholarship. Thereafter, I was 
offere d admission into the 
AUN on scholarship.”

Onuigbo was admitted into 
the Development University 
in the fall of 2012 majoring in 
Petroleum Chemistry.

Asked if she thought her 
sterl ing p erformanc e was 
more of nature or nurture, 
Ms. Onuigbo said: “I think it 
is everything combined. I was 
greatly influenced by a lot of 
people around me- my parents, 
my professors, my friends, etc. 
It was also a result of the deci-
sion I made to succeed in my 
academics. It was a determina-
tion that I pursued so hard.”

According to her, “The AUN 
experience is all-encompassing 
package that prepares students 
for the challenges and many 
opportunities in the larger 
society.

“The professors at AUN are 
readily available to interact, 
correct and engage with stu-
dents at any time they need 
help. Also for students who are 
business-minded, AUN pro-
vides diverse entrepreneurial 
training, and conferences that 
equip students to establish 
their businesses and manage 
them well. At AUN, we are 
trained to apply classroom 
knowledge to the many chal-
lenges facing our community,” 
she said.

The vale dictorian,  who 
bagged Bachelor of Science, 

with all you need to live to 
your full potential. I know you 
are invincible.’ These words 
have helped me grow into a 
woman she would have been 
very proud of.

“After my secondary school 
graduation and by God’s spe-
cial grace, I was once more for-
tunate enough to be awarded 
a full university scholarship 
to study Petroleum Chemistry 
here at AUN. To be frank, It 
was easier to quickly adapt 
here than when I first got into 
secondary school; thanks to 
the AUN New Students’ Ori-
entation Programme that was 
organised for us.”

Reminded however, that 
there are those who, despite 
their decision to excel, fall 
short of their own expecta-
tions, she said: “Well, there’s 
something someone told me, 
and I believe it that if some-
thing is meant for you, it will 
definitely come to you.”

 
Her father,  Christopher 

Onuigbo, speaks
Expressing excitement over 

his daughter’s excellent per-
formanc e and gratitude to 
the Musa Yar ’Adua Foun-
dation for the opp ortunity 
granted the young lady, Chris-
topher Onuigb o,  a  traine d 
Aeronautic engineer, said: “I 
am overwhelmed with hap-
piness because I didn’t expect 
the miracle. I thank God, the 
Yar ’Adua Foundation and 
AUN. Without the Foundation, 
I  wouldn’t know how such 
privilege could come to me. 
The Foundation is the pillar 
of this little girl’s success. And 
I thank the AUN that granted 
her scholarship to study in the 
university.”

Asked whether he was sur-
prised at the daughter’s ster-
ling performance, he said: “No, 
I am not surprised because the 
girl is a child of God; she knows 
what she wants and she is not 
a disturbing child. But I am 
excited. I am very happy. It is 
the Lord’s doing.”

 
I’ve never seen a school 

like AUN’
In her expression of grati-

tude to the Yar’Adua Foun-
dation, Victoria Onuigbo, a 
nurse by profession and the 
valedictorian mother, said: “I 
am very excited. I have never 
seen a school like AUN. Since 
he entered the university till 
her graduation, it has been 
award, award and award. Ev-
ery subject she would score A, 
A+, etc. Her name is Onyinye-
chukwu, and it is really reflect-
ing- the gift of God, that’s the 
meaning. That’s what has been 
following her. I thank God and 
we are very grateful to God 
and thankful to the Yar’Adua 
Foundation.”

ZEBULON AGOMUO



Who heads WHO?
ministers and civil society leaders.

“His Twitter timeline includes visits to Fiji, 
Barbados and Oman. (Like the other candidates, 
he has also spent ample time in South America, 
seen as up-for-grabs in the geopolitical game.),” 
said Wheaton.

Nabarro also has three full-time staff 
devoted to his campaign in the U.K.’s Foreign 
Office and enjoys the support of powerhouse 
PR chief Richard Edelman, as well as the global 
political capital of Sally Davies, U.K.’s Chief 
Medical Officer.

Davies and other supporters point to Na-
barro’s experience as the point-man in the 
WHO’s Ebola post-mortem, the UN’s effort 
to treat the cholera epidemic its own troops 
brought to Haiti and Turtle Bay’s response to 
pandemic flu.

Some pundits believe that Britain’s strong 
advocacy power and its foreign-aid footprint 
(devoting 0.7 percent of its GDP to foreign aid) 
may count in Nabarro’s favour.

Britain “is the third-largest donor to the 
WHO – second if you don’t count Bill Gates”, 
said Natalie Huet and Carmen Paun, both of 
POLITICO, in a recent article.

But outside Europe, Nabarro is viewed as 
the European in the race. While some observ-
ers think this doesn’t exactly count in his 
favour at the moment, given the word making 
the round that it is Africa’s turn, others think 
that as the only European left, Nabarro’s chanc-
es may have been raised. At the January 25 
voting, the presence of multiple Europeans on 
the ballot was seen as capable of splitting what 
would otherwise have been a significant bloc.

Even Britain’s departure from the European 
Union was – and still is – viewed as a minus 
for Nabarro.

“The increasingly acrimonious Brexit nego-
tiations mean Europe is not particularly poised 
to cooperate with its future ex,” Wheaton said.

CHUKS OLUIGBO

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus David NabarroSania Nishtar

T
he World Health Organization’s 
194 member states will this week 
elect the next director-general of 
the global health agency at the 
70th World Health Assembly, the 

agency’s annual general meeting, which begins 
tomorrow in Geneva, Switzerland.

One of the three candidates shortlisted by 
the Executive Board on January 25 will emerge 
as the eighth director-general of the agency to 
succeed Margaret Chan whose second term of 
office ends June 30.

It will be the first time the director-general 
will be elected by the WHO’s member states. 
Before now the member states accepted a back-
room choice by the Executive Board.

It has been a long and highly political 
process. Last September, six candidates were 
nominated for the position by the WHO mem-
ber states – four Europeans, one African, and 
one South Asian.

Out of this list, Ethiopia’s Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus (mostly known by his first name), 
Pakistan’s Sania Nishtar, and Britain’s David 
Nabarro made the final shortlist.

Italy’s Flavia Bustreo, a WHO assistant 
director-general, and France’s Philippe Douste-
Blazy were knocked out at the January 25 
voting. Miklós Szócska of Hungary had been 
dropped earlier on January 24 to bring the 
number of contenders to five.

Who the cap fits
In an October 2016 article “How to choose 

the world’s top health diplomat”, Ilona Kick-
busch of Global Health Centre, Graduate 
Institute for International and Development 
Studies in Geneva, and colleagues Ngaire 
Woods of Blavatnik School of Government and 
Director of the Global Economic Governance 

Programme, University of Oxford, Peter Piot 
of London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine, and Kamran Abbasi of The BMJ, 
London, discussed the qualities required for the 
next WHO director-general, “one of the world’s 
most critical appointments”.

Kickbusch et al contended that while WHO 
has outlined selection criteria, the position is 
ultimately a political one.

“Technical excellence in public health is 
only part of the requirement, although it does 
provide additional credibility and insight for 
decision making,” they said.

Quoting Resolution WHA65.152, they stat-
ed that the candidates nominated by the board 
should fulfil certain criteria, while underscor-
ing the paramount importance of professional 
qualifications and integrity and the need to pay 
due regard to equitable geographical represen-
tation, as well as gender balance.

These criteria include “a strong techni-
cal background in a health field, including 
experience in public health; exposure to, and 
extensive experience in, international health; 
demonstrable leadership skills and experience; 
excellent communication and advocacy skills; 
demonstrable competence in organisational 
management; sensitivity to cultural, social, and 
political difference; strong commitment to the 
mission and objectives of WHO; good health 
conditions required of all staff members of the 
organisation; sufficient skill in at least one of 
the official working languages of the Executive 
Board and the Health Assembly”.

For and against Nabarro
Some experts say 67-year-old David Na-

barro is easily the most qualified for the top 
WHO job on grounds of experience.

Nabarro, who studied at University of Ox-
ford and University of London and qualified 
as a physician in 1973, has spent much of his 
career in the WHO and the United Nations, his 

latest posting being as special adviser to the UN 
secretary-general on sustainable development 
and climate change.

Nabarro also sees himself as cut out for 
the job.

“As somebody who’s worked in more than 
50 countries, and quite intensively in 15 of 
them, I feel it’s a job I’ve been training for all 
my life,” he said in a recent interview.

Nabarro is pitching himself as a physician-
diplomat who has become the go-to guy for 
sorting out the world’s public health screw-
ups — not as the “British” candidate, said Sarah 
Wheaton, senior health reporter for POLITICO, 
in a recent article.

However, he’s clearly the UK candidate. On 
October 21 last year, the UK government gave 
its formal backing to Nabarro and is devoting 
resources to his WHO bid, providing him with 
staff and cash.

“The U.K.’s Conservative government is 
making sure Nabarro has a proper campaign 
against his rivals from Ethiopia and Pakistan,” 
Wheaton wrote.

Andrew Mitchell, a Conservative MP and 
former head of the Department for Interna-
tional Development (DfID), who is rooting for 
Tedros, said Nabarro “is the British candidate 
and he has the support of the British govern-
ment”.

Nabarro himself has acknowledged he has 
the active support of the British government 
in a May 12 tweet via his Twitter handle @
davidnabarro.

“Appreciative of UK Govt support. I’ve 
always been, and will continue to be, transpar-
ent. My campaign finances,” he tweeted.

According to a financial disclosure quoted 
by Wheaton, the U.K. poured the equivalent 
of €72,000 through March into Nabarro’s 
breakneck jet-setting to more than 40 coun-
tries to make his case to health officials, foreign 
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As the World Health Assembly gets underway this week, who among the three contenders for the WHO top job 
will succeed outgoing Margaret Chan?
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The Financial Times reckons that the recent 
appointment of DfID chief Mark Lowcock to 
head the UN Office for the Coordination of Hu-
manitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) by Secretary-
General António Guterres “could complicate 
David Nabarro’s bid for the WHO”.

Nishtar’s chances
Sania Nishtar, 53, is the sole female candi-

date in the race. She holds a Fellowship of the 
Royal College of Physicians and a PhD from 
King’s College London. An entry on her on 
www.who.int says Nishtar is the founder and 
president of Heartfile, which began in Paki-
stan in 1999 as a health information-focused 
nongovernmental organization and evolved 
into a think-tank on health policy issues. She 
is also founder of Heartfile Health Financing, a 
programme that uses a customized IT platform 
and mobile phones to protect poor patients 
from medical impoverishment or foregoing 
health care.

On the global stage, Nishtar has been in-
volved with many international agencies in 
various capacities, including the WHO, the 
Alliance for Health Policy and Systems Re-
search, the Global Agenda Council of the World 
Economic Forum, the Health Global Challenge 
initiative, among others. She is acclaimed to 
have extensive experience both nationally 
and internationally in the civil society sector.

Like her UK counterpart, Nishtar is also 
getting some government help, although 
her campaigns are run almost exclusively by 
volunteers. The Pakistani government bank-
rolled €128,000 of Nishtar’s travel and several 
receptions over the past year, and Pakistani 
diplomats on the ground in foreign countries 
are helping set up her meetings.

Odds favour Tedros
In his vision statement, 51-year-old Tedros 

Ghebreyesus, the only non-physician among 
the candidates, says he envisions a world in 
which everyone can lead healthy and produc-
tive lives, regardless of who they are or where 
they live.

Many pundits believe that the odds favour 
Ghebreyesus, the African candidate, who has 
the support of the African Union, potentially a 
bloc of 54 votes at the World Health Assembly.

The word in international circles for a while 
has been that it is Africa’s turn. No African has 
led the agency in its almost 70-year history. A 
number of potential African candidates tested 
the waters early on but did not go far. With 
the sole African candidate now in the final 
voting stage, optimism on his possible success 
is on the rise.

“There’s a strong sense that it’s Africa’s turn 
to lead the U.N. agency after the WHO’s flat-
footed response to the Ebola crisis in West Af-
rica. Ethiopian candidate Dr. Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus is getting overt support from his 
continent, with the African Union formally 
endorsing him last year,” said Wheaton.

In the months leading up to May, Tedros has 
garnered endorsements from across the globe. 
Peter A. Singer, chief executive officer of Grand 
Challenges Canada, and Jill W. Sheffield, an in-
dependent consultant and long-time advocate 
for women’s health and rights, endorsed him 
in a joint Op-ed, as did Prashant Yadav, a senior 
fellow at the William Davidson Institute at the 
University of Michigan and a visiting scholar at 
the Harvard Medical School, and Akash Goel, 
a physician, journalist, and a World Economic 
Forum Global Shaper.

Former DfID chief Mitchell, as well as Nicole 
Schiegg, former senior advisor of USAID cur-
rently working as an independent consultant 
of global development, have also recently 
endorsed him.

“Electing Dr. Tedros is the best way to ensure 
better health for all the world’s people,” Schiegg 
said in a recent article published in Huffpost.

She added that while the other two candi-
dates in the race are accomplished, Dr Tedros 
Adhanom of Ethiopia is the best choice [and] 
more qualified to lead WHO at this pivotal 
moment.

Also endorsing Tedros in a recent Oped in 
the Guardian (UK), Mitchell cited his record 
of overhauling other global health groups, his 

fundraising prowess and his background.
“In its 70-year history the World Health 

Organization has never been led by a person 
who has been a health minister, or a person 
from Africa,” Mitchell wrote, adding that “by 
convention”, permanent members of the UN 
Security Council “do not supply heads of such 
agencies”.

But POLITICO notes that this “convention 
is not ironclad: The head of the UNICEF is from 
the U.S., and a Brit has run the UN Develop-
ment Program in the past.”

While Singer and Sheffield argue that 
Tedros’ kind of experience and expertise is 
precisely what “the WHO needs in today’s 
global health environment”, Yadav and Goel 
reckon that his suitability is his irrefutable abil-
ity to create and build efficient and sustainable 
health systems, the linchpin of health-care 
delivery, arguing that under his leadership, 
Ethiopia made such dramatic improvements in 
public health outcomes that are often heralded 
as a model for health-care delivery in low- and 
middle-income countries.

“The WHO urgently needs a leader to repair 
its deficit in finances and credibility. Fractured 
and under-resourced health systems are in 
need of fortification to not only protect those 
within their own borders but also to build re-
silience against the rise of transnational threats 
to public health. Tedros is the candidate to do 
both, and it would be in all of our best interest 
to elect him,” said Yadav and Goel.

Tedros holds a PhD in Community Health 
from the University of Nottingham and has for 
over three decades been a distinguished leader 
who has saved and improved lives in Africa 
and around the world. A globally recognised 
expert and author on health issues, including 
health workforce strengthening, emergency 
responses to epidemics, and malaria, he has 
been co-chair, Partnership for Maternal, New-

born and Child Health Board, chair, Roll Back 
Malaria Partnership Board, chair, Global Fund 
to Fights AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria Board, 
Ethiopia’s minister of health as well as minister 
of foreign affairs. His reforms as health minister 
are said to have transformed Ethiopia’s health 
system to expand quality care and access to 
tens of millions of Ethiopians, while in the 
global context he helped key global actors like 
The Global Fund and the Roll Back Malaria 
Partnership operate with greater efficiency 
and effectiveness.

Whoever wins, the task ahead is arduous
While many pundits think Tedros is the 

best candidate for the job, credentials alone 
may not necessarily determine voting deci-
sions as voting for a position like this involves 
backroom diplomacy and, often, horse-trading.

“I would be highly skeptical that that is the 
driving force behind voting decisions. I think 
countries will vote based on strategic calcula-
tions,” said Suerie Moon, director of research 
at the Global Health Center, Graduate Institute 
of International and Development Studies in 
Geneva.

But whoever wins, the task ahead is an 
arduous one.

Ed Whiting, director of policy and chief of 
staff at Wellcome, an independent global chari-
table foundation, has outlined several qualities 
the new director-general needs to have as well 
as actions the WHO must take to recapture the 
world’s confidence.

The WHO has faced a barrage of criticisms 
recently, especially following its slow response 
to the massive outbreak of Ebola in West Africa 
in 2014. There have since been calls for an over-
haul of the agency, with particular emphasis on 
its emergency response capacity.

Whiting admits that despite its remarkable 
achievements, the WHO today is not fulfilling 
its mission, isn’t adequately funded for it, and 

is failing in its current form, but the arrival of 
a new director-general this month offers an 
opportunity for reform that the agency must 
put to good use.

He reckons that the WHO, as the only or-
ganization charged exclusively with speaking 
for public health and for health care workers 
around the world, needs more effective politi-
cal leadership at this time to regain trust.

“At a time when health budgets around the 
world are under increasing pressure, the new 
director-general must strengthen the case for 
investing in improving health outcomes. That 
includes encouraging greater investment in 
stronger national health systems and epidemic 
preparedness, and being fearless in calling out 
countries that fail to take action where it is 
needed,” says Whiting.

The WHO, he says, must also strengthen 
its unique role in alerting the world to health 
emergencies and coordinating the responses to 
them. And while the WHO’s new emergencies 
team has shown that it can mobilize resources 
and action at a pace never seen in the organi-
zation’s history, the new DG, he says, needs 
to convince national leaders that the world 
doesn’t yet have the capability to respond to 
cross-border emergencies, making sure the 
WHO clearly sees the existing gaps and the 
steps needed to close them.

“The new director-general should also be 
fearless in calling out global health risks, such 
as the growth of artemisinin-resistant malaria 
in Southeast Asia, particularly where national 
and regional authorities are not doing enough 
to combat such threats,” he says.

He adds that the WHO must also lead the 
fight for access to innovative health care for all. 
The new DG will need to work effectively with 
“the increasingly mixed economy of health 
care funders and providers” to ensure that the 
WHO has sufficient funds for its mission, as 
well as make a greater effort to better develop 
the WHO’s relationships with civic society 
and the private sector as every dollar invested 
by private companies reduces the burden on 
finance ministries and taxpayers and also 
delivers innovations and technical advances 
that can improve health.

Whiting advocates an ambitious internal 
reform programme that simplifies the WHO’s 
complex governance structures, and challeng-
ing poor-performing offices at the national, 
regional, and global levels, contending that 
key to that would be ensuring that staff are 
selected for posts based on their competence, 
not their politics.

“Clear, decisive leadership on all of the above 
will go a long way to restoring confidence in the 
WHO — a vital prerequisite to attracting the fi-
nancial support the organization so desperately 
needs,” he writes.

At a time when health 
budgets around the world 
are under increasing pres-
sure, the new director-gener-
al must strengthen the case 
for investing in improving 
health outcomes



Tares in Ortom’s field  
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Politics

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

T
he refutation by Gov-
ernor Samuel Ortom of 
Benue State that he pur-
chas e d whe elbarrows 
for youths in the state 

as empowerment tools with his 
name inscribed on them after it 
was widely reported on social me-
dia brings to mind a biblical story 
told by no other person than Jesus 
Himself.

“The kingdom of heaven is like 
a man who sowed good seed in his 
field”, said Jesus, “but while every-
one was sleeping, his enemy came 
and sowed tares among the wheat, 
and went away.

“When the wheat sprouted and 
formed heads, then the tares also 
appeared. The owner’s servants 
came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you 
sow good seed in your field? Where 
then did the tares come from?’  “An 
enemy did this,” Jesus replied.

Report had emerged from Benue 
State via Facebook penultimate 
Thursday that the governor, as 
part of his goodwill for the youths 
of the state, decided to empower 
them with wheelbarrows and hoes 
and that the gesture is to make 
the youths self-reliant and self-
employed instead of going around 
looking for non-existent white 
collar jobs.

A government official was quot-
ed as justifying the wheelbarrow 
empowerment scheme, saying that 
the governor did so because Benue 
is a state known for farming and 
he decided to provide youths with 
wheelbarrows to help in carrying 
their produce from their farmlands.

But the vehement rebuttal by 
Governor Ortom following the 
trended report was also followed 
by an order for immediate removal 
of his name inscribed on wheelbar-
rows. He distanced himself from 
the branded wheelbarrows, insist-
ing that he did not order anybody 
to write his name on the carts.

In a statement by Tever Akase, 
the governor’s Chief Press Sec-
retary (CPS), the former minister 
said his consent was not sought 
before the development and that 
the administration has numerous 
laudable empowerment schemes 
for youths of Benue but the dona-
tion of wheelbarrows was not one 
of such schemes.

“The attention of Benue State 
Governor, Samuel Ortom has been 
drawn to pictures of wheelbarrows 
bearing his name and posted on so-
cial media suggesting that he plans 
to empower youths of the state 
with the carts. We wish to make it 
clear that the consent of the gover-
nor was not sought and he did not 

give approval for anyone to inscribe 
his name on the said wheelbarrows.

“Governor Ortom is aware that 
the wheelbarrows in possession of 
the State Emergency Management 
Agency (SEMA) were recently do-
nated to the state by the National 
Commission for Refugees, Migrants 
and Internally Displaced Persons 
(NCFRMI), for victims of crisis in 
parts of the state, so he couldn’t 
have claimed credit for the gesture.

“Consequently, the governor has 
directed the Secretary to the State 
Government to issue a query to the 
Executive Secretary of SEMA to 
explain why such action was taken 
by his office. Governor Ortom has 
also directed the agency to im-
mediately remove the inscription 
from all the affected wheelbar-
rows,” the statement reads in full.

But unlike Christ who made it 
abundantly clear to His readers 
who to hold accountable for the 
tares in the field, Governor Or-
tom’s press statement, however, 
left Nigerians wondering if the 
wheelbarrow scandal is indeed, 
the handiwork of his  p olitical 
enemies or those of overzealous 
aides, who were only taking initia-
tive that could be well-pleased to 
their principal.

This scenario resulted in sev-
eral theories by particularly young 
Nigerians, who felt that Governor 
Ortom’s denial was merely damage 
control effort, following the verbal 
attacks that greeted the appear-
ance of the wheelbarrows on social 
media, an indication that Nigerians 
were furious and embarrassed by 
the supposedly good gesture at-
tributed to the governor.

For others, it was a huge insult 
on the Nigerian youths, for a serv-
ing governor who is living lav-
ishly on taxpayers’ and collective 
wealth of the people to inscribe his 

and do cumentation,  as well  as 
chairman of Achieve Engineering 
Limited which is into civil and 
mechanical construction. Ortom 
was national president of the In-
dependent Print-Media Publishers 
Association of Nigeria (IPPAN). He 
was also chairman of the govern-
ing council of the Standards Or-
ganisation of Nigeria (SON).

Having obtained the General 
Certificate of Education (GCE) as 
well as a diploma in salesman-
ship, Ortom enrolled at the Ah-
madu Bello University, Zaria, and 
obtained both the Interim Joint 
Matriculation Board Certificate 
in 1995 and a diploma in journal-
ism in 1998. He also attended the 
Benue State University, where he 
obtained the Advanced Diploma in 
Personnel Management in 2001 as 
well as a Master of Public Admin-
istration in 2004. Ortom crowned 
his educational pursuit with a Doc-
tor of Philosophy (PhD), from the 
Commonwealth University, Belize, 
through distance learning.

In his political carrier, Ortom 
has been state publicity secretary 
of the National Centre Party of Ni-
geria (NCPN); state treasurer of the 
All People’s Party (APP); and state 
secretary as well as deputy chair-
man of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), all in Benue State.

Ortom was also director of op-
erations of the PDP gubernatorial 
campaign in Benue State in 2007 
and director of administration and 
logistics of the Goodluck/Sambo 
Presidential Campaign Organiza-
tion in 2011. He was PDP national 
auditor before his appointment as 
Minister of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria in July 2011. In April 2015, 
he contested for governor of Benue 
State and won under the platform 
of the All Progressives Congress 
(APC).

name on wheelbarrows and given 
to youths as empowerment rather 
than be talking about mechanisa-
tion of agriculture towards expor-
tation of farm produce from a state 
whose slogan is ‘Food Basket of the 
Nation’.  

“Governor Samuel  Ortom of 
Benue State has forced me out of 
my self-imposed Facebook hiatus. 
Who dey do us dis thing? Who 
did we offend? Don’t laugh; this 
is youth empowerment and job 
creation, Ortom style,” one of such 
furious youths wrote as comment 
on his Facebook wall. 

Some Nigerians also expressed 
the view that Governor Ortom, 
whose 12 out of the 23 local gov-
ernments under his watch have 
been ravaged by murderous Fulani 
herdsmen is ‘stylishly’ campaign-
ing and preparing for a re-election 
by donating whe elbarrows to 
youths at the grassroots.   

But since the governor has come 
out to deny either buying the 
wheelbarrows or ordering that his 
name be inscribed on them and 
at the same time demanding that 
the state emergency agency pro-
vide explanation for the scandal, 
if the governor is truly innocent 
as he has stated, the sad episode 
again buttresses how fake news 
can quickly damage the reputation 
of highly placed persons on social 
media.

Ortom was proprietor and chair-
man of Oracle Business Limited, 
the firm that owns Goshen Water 
which produces bottled and sachet 
water;  Oracle Oil Mills,  Oracle 
Printing Press, as well as Oracle 
Farms Limite d which handles 
mechanised farming and animal 
husbandry.

He was also chairman of Capi-
tal Prints Limited which handles 
commercial printing, publishing 
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InsIde Aso Rock

With ElizabEth archibong

osinbajo will speak for himself 
one of these days; more like bare 
his fangs.

While we are still arguing 
about who will sign the budget, 
ministers are angry and grum-
bling that some major projects 
in their budgets were yanked off 
because they did not grease some 
palms. as usual, i was just passing 
when i heard them talking (i am 
not a gossip, it is just that my an-
tennas are sometimes that sharp). 
one even said about 600million 
was yanked off while another 
interjected that in his own case, 
they replaced some with tables 
and chairs. You see, i still think 
there are hurdles to cross before 
assenting to the budget.

let us talk a bit about the 
proposed request for exclusive 
powers for the President so that 
he can tweak laws that would 
create ease of doing business in 
the country at his will. i remem-
ber that nigerians (including me 
on this page) kicked against it and 
condemned the move.

thankfully, it turned out a 
kite that was used to field pub-
lic opinion on the matter and 
died there. at the time it was 
basically on aso rock sources, 
no one in government wanted 
to address the matter in their 
capacity. and somehow we just 
believed that there was no way 
the national assembly was 
going to accept that proposal. 
thankfully, there is always 
another way. this time it does 
not include handing over the 
broom of sweeping powers 
that may have been wielded to 
other sides.

and with that, acting Presi-
dent osinbajo signed the Execu-
tive orders on the Ease of Doing 
business. For want of space, i 
cannot elaborate, but i will touch 
that next week.

on the lighter side, at last 
week’s Federal Executive council 
meeting, there was a recurring 
episode. You know how that 
there is always one thing or the 
other when ministers are asked 
to pray. the other time,

one of them forgot that the 
Secretary to the government of 
the Federation, babachir lawal 
had been suspended when he 
prayed for healing for the Presi-
dent and also the SgF. this time 
another minister was offering 
the Muslim prayers and prayed 
that god saves us from the fire 
of hell and the other ministers 
burst out in laughter. the acting 
President lifted his face in shock 
at why the others were

laughing. i am sure it was the 
sound of the word hell. remem-
ber that joke that nigerians are 
already in hell or that all politi-
cians will go to hell? now that 
was a just a joke.

“Just so we are clear: when 
the time comes, everything is 
set, & he is satisfied, ag. Presi-
dent Yemi osinbajo will assent 
to the 2017

budget,” he tweeted on 
Wednesday night.

Still, the matter was not laid 
to rest, ita Enang who is the 
presidential liaison on national 
assembly matters (Senate) went 
on air again to say that “the 2017 
budget will be transmitted to Mr. 
president and the President will 
assent to the budget.”

the acting President is in 
office and when the budget is 
transmitted, it will go through 
the processes and all those other 
questions will answer itself,” 
Enang said.

he lost me there. these peo-
ple must know more than they 
are letting out and sorry to say 
that it sounds like part of a script.

i almost excused lai Moham-
med’s part as one that just slipped 
maybe because he was not ex-
pecting that he will be asked 
anything like that but i thought 
of something else.

let me give you a short re-
minder, you recall the commit-
tee set up to mediate with the 
national assembly? Yes, that 
was his creation to salvage a 
situation instead of telling it as 
it is. any idea why you have 
not heard anything about them 
or any mediation? it is because 
the committee doesn’t exist. 
You see, the cabinet that day 
discussed the ongoing perceived 
frosty relationship between the 
Executive and the legislature 
and there were some suggestions 
made. the cabinet meeting  actu-
ally ended that day without a 
concrete decision and there my 
friends was how the imaginary 
committee came about. Don’t 
try to remind me that the act-
ing President had once started 
off a mission like that, it went 
nowhere. So, Mr. Mohammed 
left the others trying to defend 
the fact that the committee will 
meet with the naSS when in 
fact there was and is none. this 
is probably how he reacts when 
taken by surprise.  back to the 
discourse. i am trying to wrap 
my head around why a President 
who is on vacation six hours 
away in another country battling 
with his health will be concerned 
about signing the budget.

Well, not if of course he re-
turns to the country by the time 
it is ready or except there is a plan 
to take it to him in london to get 
a signature like it was done dur-
ing the late President Yar’adua’s 
time.

i am sure that you remember 
that story very well.

the country has been di-
vided on this matter, it baffles me 
that some government officials 
or politicians find an exception 
to the acting clause.

i read the section 145 {1) of 
the 1999 constitution again and 
i am hoping my layman sense 
of law serves me well to believe 
that as acting

President, osinbajo is entitled 
to carry out all activities as car-
ried out by the President (except 
matters of the other room), no? 
and signing the budget i be-
lieve is not an exclusion. i am 
thinking that acting President 

The needless confusion of who 
will sign the 2017 Budget

i
n nigeria, it would seem that 
we go from one confusion to 
the other all the time. Yes, i 
mean confusion.
We went from arguing about 

President Muhammadu buhari’s 
letter to the national assembly 
stating that Vice President Yemi 
osinbajo will coordinate the 
affairs of the country in his ab-
sence, instead of just addressing 
him as the acting President, to 
who will sign the budget.

illogical right? i thought so 
too. i think politicians just like 
to create problems where there 
should be none.

remember the issue of exclu-
sive powers? reason prevailed 
and the idea has finally been put 
to rest with the signing of execu-
tive orders to fast track the ease 
of doing business in the country.

So after we finally laid the 
coordinating issue to rest another 
needless controversy started to 
brew. Meanwhile, i remember 
listening to government officials 
argue about the use of that word. 
they joked about banning it in 
government circles. i was using 
the word in reference to the 
acting President who was also 
presiding over the Economic 
Management team as the coor-
dinator of the economy and was 
told to drop that title. after their 
argument i was reminded not to 
use that particular word, they 
preferred something like “he 
chairs the EMt”.  Fine.

on Wednesday, at the Post 
Federal Executive council meet-
ing, the minister of information 
and culture once again thought 
the rest of us

nigerians are bereft of any 
ideas of the workings of govern-
ment. he threw the country 
into confusion with a single 
phrase, showing the powerful 
effect of words especially those 
spoken by government officials. 
at the briefing, a correspondent 
asked the question of who 
will sign the budget. i raised  
eyebrows, i did not expect that 
anyone will want to openly put 
that to a contest. lo and behold 
the almighty Mr. fixer, who al-
ways knows what to say to put 
journalists off, immediately said 
what he thought best and viola, 
it was done. a background part 
of that story that you may find 
interesting is that the other 
ministers on the podium with 
him immediately asked him not 
reply to the question, how did 
i know? When you have your 
recorders right in front of them 
it captures unfortunately, the 
other tiny things they may not 
want you to hear. i heard them 
say don’t comment on that.

Unfortunately, he was quick 
to speak with an almost angry 
edge to his voice saying “When it 
is transmitted to the Presidency 
that decision will be taken”.

as soon as his words hit the 
media space, Mr. Mohammed 
immediately started to debunk 
the story. he even released a 
statement later that day, funny 
right? Yes, but he is on tape.

Meanwhile, the acting Presi-
dent’s media aide, laolu akande 
took to twitter to correct the 
impression, restating that his 
boss, the acting

President will sign the bud-
get.

State approves N2bn for 
LG salaries payment

Akinremi Feyisipo

t
he sum of n2bn 
has been ap-
proved and re-
leased by the 

oyo State government 
to offset part of the sal-
ary arrears and related 
wages owed the local 
government workers.

the commissioner 
for local government 

and chieftaincy Mat-
ter, bimbo Kolade who 
dropped this hint said 
that the money was 
sourced from the finan-
cial assistance inter-
vention received from 
the Federal govern-
ment.

the government 
however, pledged to 
continue to dialogue 
with the labour unions 
in the state to find a last-

Oyo inaugurates judicial panel to 
review Olubadan chieftaincy

o
y o  S t at e 
governor, 
abiola aji-
mobi, has 
t a k e n  a 

major step towards the 
review of the olubadan 
chieftaincy declaration 
and other related chief-
taincies in ibadanland 
with the inauguration 
of a seven-man judicial 
commission of inquiry.

the c ommission, 
headed by a retired 
high court judge, Jus-
tice akintunde boade, 
was inaugurated by the 
governor at the Execu-
tive council chambers 
of the governor’s of-
fice, in ibadan. it was 
given four weeks to 
submit its report.

other members of 
the commission are a 
retired permanent sec-
retary in the ministry 
of local government, 
chief onaolapo aji-
bola; and the state’s 
Solicitor-general and 
Permanent Secretary in 
the ministry of justice, 
Wasiu gbadegesin.

also on the list are Jo-
seph oladele, Paul ayoo-
la, ogunniyi ogunjinmi, 
and abiodun adegbaye, 
while the Director of 
chieftaincy Matters in 
the ministry of justice, 
olanrewaju Jaiyeola, 
will serve as the secre-
tary.  

the commission was 
saddled with the re-
sponsibility of “review-
ing the existing require-
ments and qualification 
for ascendancy to the 
throne of olubadan, as 
well as to review the 
selection process of ol-
ubadan from otun and 
balogun lines.

“(it was also mandat-
ed) to look into the pos-

sibilities of having more 
beaded crown obas in 
ibadanland, taken into 
consideration the pres-
ent size and population 
of the city.

“(the panel is also 
expected) to review the 
existing 1957 Decla-
ration of olubadan of 
ibadanland in line with 
the proposed change in 
chieftaincy institution 
in ibadaland.”

in an address at the 
occasion, ajimobi said 
that the review was 
long overdue, consider-
ing the fact that the ex-
isting declaration made 
in 1957 was no longer 
in tune with the cur-
rent reality and modern 
trend in Yorubaland.

ajimobi said: “i want 
to emphasise that this 
judicial commission of 
inquiry is not being set 
up to witch-hunt any-
body nor to raise preju-
dice against anyone, 
but to ensure effective 
traditional institution 
in ibadanland.

“this is to pave way 
for socio-economic de-

velopment for ibadan-
land and oyo State in 
general, which is one of 
the cardinal objectives 
of the present adminis-
tration.”  

the governor had, 
on December 8, 2015, 
constituted a three-
man administrative 
technical committee 
to look into the chief-
taincy de claration 
of the olubadan of 
ibadanland.

the committee had, 
among other things, 
recommended a review 
of the extant document 
to reflect the high pop-
ulation of ibadanland, 
which, it said, called for 
the installation of more 
traditional rulers with 
beaded crowns.

it also noted that the 
two lines of otun ol-
ubadan and balogun, 
which currently pro-
duce the olubadan in 
rotational order after 
the candidate might 
have scaled 22 and 23 
prongs respectively, 
after several years of 
waiting, was a minus.

Abiola Ajimobi

Akinremi Feyisipo

ing solution to the issue 
of salary payment to 
local government and 
state workers.

Kolade said that the 
present administration 
in the state is commit-
ted to the welfare of 
the people, especially 
its workforce, noting 
that concerted efforts 
are being put in place to 
ensure regular payment 
of salaries and wages.
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The last is yet to be heard about 
the controversies surrounding 
the 2017 Budget passed by the 

National and transmitted to the 
Presidency on Friday for assent, as 
pockets of members of the House 
of Representatives picked holes in 
the distribution of the N100 billion 
Zonal Intervention Funds. Consid-
ering the fallout of the erstwhile 
chairman of the Committee on Ap-
propriation, Abdulmumin Jibrin, 
who is currently suspended for 180 
Legislative days, some of them who 
feel agitated are crying foul. 

Going through the details of 
the Appropriation documents (2 
volumes), I observed that the Zonal 
Intervention/Constituency Projects 
section was yanked-off this budget! 
Want a smart way of hiding behind 
a finger!!! But pushing further and 
confirmed by those lawmakers, 
most of the sub-heads were locked 
up amidst projects to be executed 
by the Ministries, Departments 
and Agencies (MDAs), with few of 
the loyalists getting more than the 
publicised allocations. According 
to one of the lawmakers, one of the 
favoured loyalist got as much as 
N3 billion worth of Constituency 
projects to his credit. I’m pretty sure, 
some of these agitations will mani-
fest as time goes on.

During the just concluded legis-
lative week, the House passed some 
far-reaching motions including the 

motion sponsored by Honourable 
Jonathan Gaza (APC-Nasarawa) 
on allegations bothering on abuse 
of contract award processes by the 
National Petroleum Investment 
Management Services (NAPIMS) 
and any other related issue. 

The concerns raised by Hon-
ourable Jonathan Gaza (APC-Na-
sarawa) during the consideration 
of the motion about the apparent 
inability or reluctance of Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC) to address those allegations 
connote complicity on its part or 
a dereliction of duty even when 
it continues to submit billions of 
dollars annually as proposed appro-
priation for cash call commitments 
of the Federal Government to the 
related contracts. It’s high-time, for 
the policy makers to confront the 
corruption challenges bedeviling 
the sector headlong.

Honestly, virtually everything 
seems wrong within the oil and 
gas industry. Without mincing 
words, all hands should be on 
deck to overall the entire system 
by ensuring timely passage of the 
Petroleum Industry Governance 
bill by the House in particular. I’m 
aware the Senate has passed its ver-
sion, which has been criticized of 
falling short of the requirements of 
the industry. For me, I believe very 
strongly that the version passed by 
the House when merged or con-

solidated with the new bills already 
gazetted by the House, Nigeria will 
be better for it, as various issues 
relating to the Host Community, 
gas flaring, investment, deregula-
tion of the downstream sector of 
the industry and most importantly 
the unbundling of the NNPC and 
other issues were taken care of. 
Unfortunately, the Executive has 
been so complacent with the issue 
of PIB despite the much ado about 
nothing before the coming of this 
administration!

After the debate on the motion 
on the ‘Need to check the reckless 
conduct of bullion van drivers 
and their police escorts on major 
Nigeria roads, sponsored by Segun 
Adekola, the House beckoned on 
the Inspector General of Police 
and the Corps Marshal of Federal 
Road A Commission (FRSC) to put 
measures in place to ucrb the curb 
this life-threatening issue.

Without mincing words, several 
road users including pedestrians 
have been molested and harassed 
by the bullion van convoys, to 
the extent that unsuspecting in-
nocent Nigerians have lost their 
lives and loved ones as a result of 
this menace.

According to Adekola, aside the 
high rate of disruption of the flow 
of traffic and accidents occasioned 
by the reckless attitude of bullion 
van drivers and their police escorts 

on the roads; one Eze Akpan, a 
painter was killed on the 14th Feb-
ruary, 2017 by stray bullets from a 
police team escorting a bullion van 
in Port Harcourt, Rivers State. All 
under the guise of securing bank 
funds. Even in Abuja, the abusive 
use of siren by some political of-
fice holders especially by some 
Ministers and top Military and 
Para-Military should be checked 
forthwith. 

I recall vividly that use of siren 
was prohibited under the immedi-
ate past administration, but due 
to failure of implementation, it 
has resurfaced by the same arm 
of government saddled with the 
responsibility to enforce extant 
laws and regulations. Democracy 
should be reduced to lawlessness!

Likewise, the House passed the 
bill for an Act to amend the Pension 
Reform Act, 2014 to exclude mem-
bers of the Nigeria Police, Nigerian 
Security and Civil Defence Corp, 
Nigeria Customs Service, Nigerian 
Prison Service, Nigerian Immigra-
tion Service and Economic and 
Financial Crimes Commission from 
the application of the Contributory 
Pension Scheme (CPS). Already offi-
cers and men of the Nigerian Army 
are beneficiaries of similar policy/
legislation. 

According to proponent of the 
legislation, such initiative will serve 
as morale booster for those officers 

who are saddled with statutory re-
sponsibility of defending the lives 
of Nigerian citizens and the sov-
ereignty of Nigerian state. While 
applauding such initiative, I wish 
to say emphatically that efforts 
should be intensified that over 
N7 trillion accrued into the CPS 
should used in such manners that 
the contributors get value for their 
investment. From the testimonies 
of some of Federal Civil Service 
retirees, larger chunk of the con-
tributors do not enjoy their savings 
while alive but as it was designed 
for their dependants. For me, 
there’s still a lacuna that needed 
to be fixed in the administration 
of the pension scheme in Nigeria.

2017 Budget: Not yet celebration time

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

T
he book presentation of 
‘Antidotes for Corrup-
tion: the Nigerian Story’, 
written by controversial 
senator, Dino Melaye, 

has elicited mixed reactions from 
Nigerians.

The event was a gathering of 
who is who in the Nigerian society. 
From present and former political 
office holders to the entertainment 
industry, as witnessed by Tboss - 
second runner-up at Big Brother 
Naija 2017 - the hall used for the 
book launch at the Shehu Musa 
Yar’Adua Centre Abuja was filled 
to capacity.

Despite the presence of digni-
taries like Senate President Bukola 
Saraki, Deputy Senate President 
Ike Ekweremadu, Speaker House 
of Representatives Yakubu Dogara, 
immediate past First Lady Patience 
Jonathan, Minister Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) Muhammad Bello, 
his Labour counterpart Chris Ngige, 
ex-Senate President Anyim Pius 
Anyim, former Speaker House 
of Representatives Ghali Umar 
Na’Abba, some notable person-
alities dissociated themselves from 
the event. They include Acting 
President Yemi Osinbajo, member 
Presidential Advisory Committee 
Against Corruption (PACAC) Profes-
sor Femi Odekunle as well as former 
Ghanaian President Jerry Rawlings.

Odekunle who would have 
given a keynote address at the 
programme, provided insight into 
why they stayed away from the 
book presentation in a live televi-
sion interview 48 hours after the 
programme. He described the event 
as a ‘gathering of deplorables’, stress-
ing that Saraki, Patience Jonathan 
and other top political leaders at 
Monday’s programme have corrup-
tion cases preferred against them by 
the Federal Government. This, he 
argued, would confer credibility on 
fraud and corruption.

The book reviewer, Professor 
Kabiru Mato of University of Abuja, 
aroused my curiosity when he 
delved into Chapter 14 of the book 
where the author ‘listed’ names of 
looters of the nation on pages 526 to 
530. This immediately struck a cord 
in me with a headline already cast in 
my head. Also, Melaye heightened 
the stakes in his remarks when he 
bragged that he was expecting over 
a thousand lawsuits from aggrieved 
Nigerians whose names were listed 
as looters, insisting that he had 
documents to support his claims.

However, with a hardback copy 
of N50,000, no journalist was able 
to purchase the book at the event 
due to harsh economic realities. The 
matter was complicated by the fact 
that unlike Segun Adeniyi’s ‘Against 
the Run of Play’, neither advanced 
nor complimentary copies of the 
legislator’s book got to journalists 
at the book launch.

I thought I was the only one fac-
ing this dilemma until I stumbled on 
three colleagues frantically search-
ing for the book to know the names 
of looters. We decided to fall back 
on senators but met a brick wall at 
the event, as none of them offered 
solution. We found our way back 
to the National Assembly Complex 
where we met the Chairman Senate 
Committee on Media and Public Af-

fairs Aliyu Sabi Abdullahi and his 
counterpart in Rules and Business 
Baba Kaka Garbai for help but none 
had copies of the book.

We placed a phone call to Yu-
suph Olaniyonu, Special Adviser on 
Media and Publicity to the Senate 
President with no help. Finally, suc-
cour came from Bankole Omisore, 
Saraki’s Special Assistant on New 
Media.

A glace at the book revealed 
that the reviewer deceived us, as 
the book is merely a compilation of 
newspaper and stories on corrup-
tion. It rehashed names of highly 
placed Nigerians implicated in the 
Panama Papers leak, recovered 
loots by the Economic and Finan-
cial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and 
names of the suspects, individuals 
involved in the Malabu scandal 
amongst others. And so when 
names like Saraki, Goodluck Jona-
than, David Mark, Aliko Dangote, 
Mohammed Adoke, Isa Yaguda 
were mentioned in the book and 
ascribed to foreign and local pub-
lications, these are information in 
public domain.

That is why none of the high 
profile individuals mentioned in 
the book have taken the author 
to court - at least to the best of my 
knowledge. In fact, Africa’s richest 
man, Dangote, bought the book for 
N10million.

The event was a paradox of 
some sort. Although the book 
was published to give impetus to 
the present administration’s anti-
corruption crusade, it turned out 
to be a money-making venture for 
the author, thus raising concern 
about the motive of the senator. At 
N50,000 per hardback copy, Saraki 
bought 109 copies (N5,450,000) for 
all senators while Dogara bought 
360 copies (N18million) for all House 
of Representatives members. This 
implies that the senator raked 

in N23,450,000 from Saraki and 
Dogara alone, notwithstanding the 
fact that many lawmakers made 
individual donations of N500,000.

For the first time since President 
Buhari left for medical check up in 
London on the 7th of May, 2017, the 
Senate has been emboldened in and 
out of plenary.

For instance, last week, the apex 
legislative chamber faulted the anti-
graft crusade of the present admin-
istration (Monday), gave condition 
for the $5.8bn external loan request 
(Tuesday), issued the President 
two weeks ultimatum to submit 
budgets of 38 public corporations 
(Wednesday) and barred President 
Buhari’s nominee for the position of 
Director General, National Lottery 
Regulatory Commission Lanre Gba-
jabiamila to steer clear of the office 
until his nomination is confirmed 
by the legislative body (Thursday).

Specifically, senators warned the 
nominee who is a younger brother 
to House of Representatives Major-
ity Leader, Femi Gbajabiamila, not 
to be seen within the vicinity of the 
commission.

They frowned at the resumption 
of the nominee without an appoint-
ment letter and legislative confir-
mation, saying this is in violation of 
Section 8 (1) of the Nigerian Lottery 
Regulation Commission which stipu-
lates that the President shall appoint 
the Director-General subject to the 
confirmation of the Senate.

Obviously, senators are taking 
their pound of flesh against the 
House of Representatives Majority 
Leader for asking Senate President 
Bukola Saraki to step down, follow-
ing his trial at the Code of Conduct 
Tribunal for alleged corruption.

But beyond the faceoff is the 
stark reality that while the masses 
throw caution to the wind, fight 
dirty on social media and engage 
in beer parlour gossips over politi-

cians, they are busy giving their 
close relatives juicy employments 
and influencing appointments for 
them. Ironically, they empower 
the electorate with wheelbarrows, 
tricycles and motorcycles.

Buhari’s labelling of Yemi Osin-
bajo as ‘coordinator’ of national 
affairs in his correspondence to the 
Senate, rared its head again when 
three top government officials gave 
contradictory answers on who 
would sign the 2017 budget passed 
by the National Assembly.

Spokesperson to the Acting 
President Laolu Akande put it on 
the door step of his boss, Osinbajo; 
Senior Special Assistant to the Presi-
dent on National Assembly Matters 
(Senate) Ita Enang insisted that his 
boss, Buhari, currently on medical 
vacation in London would assent 
to the budget, even as Information 
Minister Lai Mohammed submitted 
that no decision had been taken yet 
on who would sign the appropria-
tion bill into law.

Section 145 (1) of the 1999 Consti-
tution is clear on the matter. It states 
that: “Whenever the President is 
proceeding on vacation or is other-
wise unable to discharge the func-
tions of his office, he shall transmit a 
written declaration to the President 
of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives to that ef-
fect, and until he transmits to them a 
written declaration to the contrary, 
the vice president shall perform the 
functions of the president as acting 
President”.

With this, I align myself with 
the position of Akande that Osin-
bajo is the right person to sign the 
2017 budget. And until President 
Buhari transmits another letter to 
the Senate President and House of 
Representatives Speaker stating the 
contrary, he (Buhari) cannot sign the 
budget, as doing so amounts to hav-
ing two presidents at the same time.

Melaye’s book launch and other matters
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H
as it occurred to anybody that 
the Nigerian economy has been 
‘chinese-sised’? The Nigerian 
government is hooked on the 

Chinese magic; individual businessmen 
are importing the good, the bad and the 
ugly into the country from China. We 
now eat and breathe China. Many of Ni-
geria’s roads are being built or repaired by 
Chinese construction companies; they are 
building airports, railways, bridges and all 
what not in Nigeria. 

People are importing all manner of 
wears, food items, toys ranging from 
reasonable to unreasonable. Even cooked 
foods are being imported from there! 
Amala, ewedu soup, egusi soup, vegetable 
soup and pounded yam are being ferried 
from China in preference to the locally 
prepared ones. The tragic thing is that a 
lot of these things that come from there 
are purely fake. 

The electric bulbs, torches, and many 
other electrical appliances go dead as 
soon as they are plugged to power source. 
They hardly last up to one week- they 
are Chinese technology, Chinese magic! 
Sometime ago, the Muhammadu Buhari-
led administration bamboozled Nigerians 
with the talk of a proposed currency swap 
with China. 

The hype was so high that some Nige-
rians began to wonder what the excite-

Only the Omniscient God knows 
exactly what is going on at the mo-
ment in the mind of Chief Antho-

ny Anenih, alias “Mr. Fix It.” Anenih is a 
bereaved man in double measure. Each of 
them is a huge blow. First, it was the death 
last month of his wife, Iyom Josephine 
Anenih; now that of his son, Eugene. In 
the field of politics where he stamped his 
authority some years ago, Anenih was 
a juggernaut and feared no man. In his 
hay days in politics, particularly in the 16 
years of occupation of power stool from 
1999, he determined who got what in the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and at a 
point he determined who got the highest 
post in the land.

In Olusegun Obasanjo days at the pres-
idency, Anenih had told those jostling for 
the seat in 2003 moderate their ambition 
as according to him there was no vacancy 
in Aso Rock. Again, when some elements 
were trying to push Goodluck Jonathan 
away from power, the Uromi-born An-
enih once again reminded them stoutly 

The Federal Government may have 
succeeded in leading many Nigerians 
into temptation. Amid high level of 

unemployment in the country and an army 
of looters who plundered the economy and 
appropriated everything for themselves 
and their families; in the midst of abject pov-
erty in the land, the Federal Government 
decided to liberalise “tatafo” (tittle-tattle). 

They call it whistle-blowing. Since 
the launch in Abuja, a good number of 
unemployed people have enlisted in the 
business. Sounds of whistles are heard 

‘Chinese-sising’ the Nigerian economy

When is whistle blowing criminal?

Asiwaju, nothing but the truth!

Take heart ‘Mr. Fix It’

Bola Ahmed Tinubu, national 
leader of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC) ,  s c ore d the 

bull’s eye the other day when he 
said, without mincing words, that 
Nigeria was only a federation in 
name but was a unitary state in 
practice.

Tinubu, who also is a former gov-
ernor of Lagos State, made the asser-
tion at the 91st anniversary of Daily 
Times newspaper and the Times 
Heroes awards in Abuja, last week.

Represented by Governor Rauf 
Aregbesola of Osun State, the Jaga-
ban said: “Let us streamline gover-
nance; federalism in word and deed. 
Our constitution declares Nigeria a 
federation of 36 states, however, we 
still grapple with the vestiges of our 
past under the military rule. In any 
case, we still function like a unitary 
state despite the constitution. More 
power and resources need to devolve 
to the states.

“The Federal Government is tak-
ing on too much. We cannot flourish 
with over-concentration of powers 
at the centre. Some of the 68 items 
on the exclusive federal list should 
be transferred to the residual list as 
it was in most federal constitutions.

“In the 1963 Constitution, there 
were extensive powers granted to 
regions which allowed them to carry 
out their immense responsibility as 
they then saw fit.”

He noted that Nigeria’s unitary 
political system only offered a de-
ceptive and fake economic prosper-
ity which was exposed when the oil 
price slumped.

“The fall in oil prices exposed this 
economic model for the life that it 
was. Now, we must fashion a new 
political economy. In due course, 
the current recession will end. This 
should come as a relief. In itself how-
ever, it is not a cause for celebration, 

far from it. The end of recession does 
not mean the beginning of prosper-
ity,” he said.

Good talk. If it were in the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party (PDP) era that 
this type of observation was made, 
the excuse would have been that the 
opposition party would not force the 
‘righting of the wrongs’. But since 
Tinubu’s party is in charge, imple-
mentation of his suggestions should 
be taken as fait accompli!

These were some of the reasons 
that gave rise to the 2014 National 
Conference, the report of which is 
still gathering dust in Aso Rock and 
which the ruling party has come 
out to say it was not considering 
implementing.

For some months now, another 
chieftain of the party and a former 
vice president, Atiku Abubakar, has 
been moving from one part of the 
country to the other, singing the 
song of restructuring.

Now, that the APC has the yam 
and the knife, as it is being said in 
some parlance, is it not time for it to 
begin to cut the yam into the “appro-
priate” proportion? I tire ooo.

ment was all about. It is very difficult 
to understand the passion for Chinese 
products and their technology. When the 
new railway project took off and Chinese 
firms clinched the contract, some people 
murmured that they hoped Nigeria would 
not contend with train derailments in 
the future.

The extraordinary interest being 
shown by Nigerian government in ev-
erything Chinese is a clear indication of a 
visionless country that has elected to re-
main a slave to everything outlandish. A 
number of things we import from China 
are being made or produced here. For in-
stance, Aba in Abia State has been in the 
news for many years as a hub for leather 
works and all manner of foot wears, 
but successive administrations turned a 
blind eye to those goods produced in the 
Enyimba City which in the real sense of 
the word are more sophisticated and du-
rable than the ones imported from China. 
There has been no government support.

It is almost as if the government be-
lieves that China is the solution to every 
problem Nigeria has, but sad to say, no 
matter the many involvements of the 
Chinese in Nigerian economy, Nigeria 
can only be built and fixed by Nigerians. 
The sooner this administration knows 
this fact the better for it because many 
Nigerian youths, better qualified and 
knowledgeable than the Chinese are 
unemployed. These youths are filled with 
anger that is boiling and if care is not tak-
en will blow up soon in every one’s face.

We talk about halting corruption, 
yet we are delving deeper into it. When 
we totally refuse to patronise locally 
made goods that even compete with the 
imported ones, it is corruption. China 
is wherever we think it is now because 
they insisted on patronising their own 
things. They continued to repeat same 
thing on number of times before they are 
convinced it is good. But here, no chance 
is given to indigenous manufacturers and 
fabricators. The way we are going, one 
day we may import Chinese government 
to come and take over in Abuja.

that there’s no vacancy in Aso Rock. Until 
his voluntary retirement from politics in 
November 2016, his words were law in 
PDP. No difficult situation defiled his wis-
dom; he had solution for every one of his 
party’s challenges, hence, the sobriquet, 
‘Mr. Fix It.”

Today, the man is sad; rightly so. His 
son, Eugene, had died last Sunday while 
playing a game at the Lagos Lawn Tennis 
Club in Onikan. Here is commiserating 
with the high chief and political heavy-
weight, take heart Sir.

everywhere. 
Today, moved by the mad crave for life-

saving percentage offered by government, 
people are just blowing whistle even when 
they have seen nothing and the EFCC 
is now going after them saying they are 
“blowing” false information. 

The EFCC people may have forgotten 
that a hungry man does not see clearly. 
He may see a newly built soak away and 
quickly concludes that one terrible looter 
must have stashed dollars in there. The 
sound of the whistle could be louder when 
the soak away is located in an obscure 
place that could arouse suspicion. 

The EFCC appears to claim it does not 
know that many jobless and poverty-
stricken Nigerians are now combing 
everywhere- farmlands, public toilets in 
villages, dumpsites, and even cemeteries- 
in a bid to find stolen currencies just for 
them to have their cut. 

So, when Buhari Fannami and Ba-Kura 
Abdullahi were arraigned in court in Abuja last 
week over what the EFCC described as “false 
information”, some critics said the suspects were 
merely victims of a messed economy.
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Decentralizing the Nigeria Police

T
h e  d e b a t e  o v e r 
d e c e n t r a l i z i n g  t h e 
Nigeria Police has been 
on for long. Before now, 
the most vociferous 

advocates of state police have been 
members of the opposition as well 
as notable civil society activists. 
It is, however, crucial to stress that 
agitation for the creation of State 
Police should not be viewed as a 
partisan or an anti-FG crusade. 
Neither can it be said to be the 
handiwork of mischief-makers or 
ruby -rousers.

For the purpose of this piece, 
the term Community Policing shall 
be used interchangeably with State 
Police. Going by the traditions of 
Nigerians, Community Policing 
would be the best way of stamping 
out criminals and criminality in 
the society. At the community 
level, everyone knows everybody 
a stranger or any suspicious 
movement can easily be spotted 
and dealt with.

Without a doubt, the Centralised 
Policing system has failed us and 
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it is only logical that we do the 
right thing by switching to State 
Police.    Aside making it easier for 
police to track and burst crimes, it 
will give the police the advantage 
of knowing the environment- 
geographically, culturally, socially 
and politically.

There are several cogent factors 
in support of the State Police 
option.    Aside the well accepted 
philosophy that that policing is 
essentially a local service, every 
crime is local in nature. Hence, it is 
only rational to localize the police 
force. No matter its form, crime 
detection needs a local knowledge 
that State Police can better provide.

S i m i l a r l y ,  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s 
who serve in their indigenous 
communities are stakeholders with 
vested interests in such places. 
Considering the reality that they will 
always be part of their respective 
communities, even after retirement, 
it is doubtful if they will perpetrate 
anti- socio activities in such 
communities. A recent Human Right 
Watch survey reveals that most of the 
accidental and other extra judicial 
killings that have taken place in the 
country were perpetrated by officers 
posted outside their states of origin.

Also, knowledge of the local 
environment is needed for effective 
policing.    It is only logical that to 
fight crime in the same locality; you 
need law enforcement personnel 
familiar with the area. Using police 

officers from Jalingo, for instance, to 
burst crime in Onitsha could at best 
be counter- productive. The local 
criminals with good knowledge of 
the area will always outwit such 
‘foreign’ police officers.

Intelligence gathering is an 
indispensable necessity in crime 
fighting. But it seems to be currently 
lacking in the system. It is difficult 
to access high-quality intelligence, 
unless you know the people very 
well, and they trust you. The 
present arrangement certainly 
negates credible intelligence 
gathering. We live in a society where 
people treat strangers with lots of 
reservation. This, no doubt, is quite 
understandable.  It is difficult to trust 
somebody whose language, culture 
and tradition you are unfamiliar 
with. The truth is that people  will 
always be afraid of passing on 
information to those they don’t 
trust, and this is for obvious reasons.

Perhaps more importantly,  it 
is important that a State Governor 
who is the Chief Security Officer of 
his State has the control of police 
stationed in same State. The current 
trend where the Police Commissioner 
in a state will have to take orders from 
Abuja concerning security issues in a 
state doesn’t look tidy.

Ironically, almost all State 
Governors in the country are 
investing heavily in the diverse 
security agencies in their respective 
states.  In Lagos, for example, the 
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State Government has in the last 
seventeen years invested billions 
of naira on public security. In –fact, 
the first Security Trust Fund to be 
established, by any government, 
in the country was initiated by the 
Lagos State Government. Similarly, 
the governments of Akwa Ibom, 
Rivers, Ogun, Kaduna to mention but 
a few have equally invested hugely 
in public security in their respective.

Now, will it not amount to double 
standard that a Governor bears such 
a huge financial burden, which in 
the first place should be that of the 
Federal Government, only for the 
system to turn around and deny 
him un-hindered control of same 
institution at crucial moments?  

It has been argued in some 
quarters that state police is nothing 
but a recipe for anarchy as it could 
lead to abuse of power and political 
vendetta by the various State 
Governments. The reality, however, 
is that the present centralized policing 
option has, over the years, equally 
been subjected to limitless abuse by 
the central authority.

In-spite of all the arguments 
against State Policing, the truth is that 
Nigeria is too large and complex to be 
policed centrally. In an ideal federal 
system, the issue of state police should 
not be a contentious matter. If we are 
really serious about overcoming 
current security challenges in the 
polity, the time to embrace the option 
of State Police is now.
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T
he first years of this 
c entury have b e en 
heady ones for global 
health. International 
d o n o r s  –  w h e t h e r 

national governments,  such 
as the United States, through 
its PEPFAR program, or new 
international funding initiatives, 
such as the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria 
and Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance – 
have invested billions of dollars in 
national disease-control programs 
and health systems, saving millions 
of lives.

But now some of the countries 
that have benefited from these 

I was honoured to recently 
participate in the 27th  World 
Economic Forum on Africa 

discussion in Durban, which 
provided a chance to reflect on 
both the pace of progress across 
our continent, and some of the 
stubborn challenges we must 
overcome.   This year’s discussion 
cantered on “Achieving Inclusive 
Growth” and addressed one of 
our most pressing priorities– 
ensuring that Africa’s bright 
future brings benefits that can 
be enjoyed by all, and that no 
one is left behind, irrespective 
of community, country, tribe, 
religion or language.

A  c r i t i c a l  s t e p  t o w a r d s 
achieving this aspiration is 
ensuring that we create sufficient 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  fo r  A f r i c a’ s 
youth.     During a dis cussion 
alongside private sector, NGO 
and government leaders, this topic 
came under intense scrutiny for 
very good reason.    Today, while 
more 11 million youth annually 
enter the workforce, less than 
half this number of formal jobs 
are being created each year, 
leaving more and more young 

Immunization independence
Visionary Voices!

WEF Africa 2017: Creating mixed livelihoods for Africa’s electric youth
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programs face a new challenge: 
sustaining the gains they have 
made once external support is 
withdrawn. Ultimately, it is on 
the basis of this transition that 
donors’ initiatives – and the health 
aid enterprise as a whole – will be 
judged. 

Consider Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance. Founded in 2000 by 
a partnership of major donors, 
international agencies,  and 
vaccine industry leaders, Gavi’s 
goal is to help the world’s poorest 
countries introduce new lifesaving 
vaccines and strengthen their 
immunization programs. When a 
country’s annual per capita income 
rises above a certain threshold 
– currently $1,580 – it becomes 
ineligible for Gavi support.

Of course, Gavi doesn’t just cut 
off funding all at once. Support is 
phased out over a period of several 
years. During this transition 
period, countries rapidly increase 
their financial contribution to 
their immunization programs 
and prepare to assume full 
responsibility.

This approach, which enables 
Gavi to concentrate its resources 
on countries with the greatest 
need, has been in place since 2010. 

people unemployed. While this 
challenge feels acute today, it 
will be compounded over time 
by fast demographic growth.   By 
2060, it is estimated that Africa’s 
youth population will spiral from 
198 million today to almost 400 
million.

But there is a silver lining in 
that Africa is blessed with the 
most aspirational, innovative 
and educated youth population 
ever, giving us the opportunity 
to turn one of today’s most 
pressing problems into one 
of  tomorrow’s  most powerful 
strengths .     Persistent  high 
youth unemployment carries 
very high social and economic 
c osts ,  and can irrevo cably 
damage communities, whereas 
a  m o t i vat e d ,  e c o n o m i c a l l y 
empowered young labour force 
can accelerate economic growth 
and bring tremendous benefits 
to families, communities, nations 
and the continent as a whole. 

This  is  a  topic  that  The 
Coca-Cola Africa Foundation 
is  c ommitte d to helping to 
address.    At the corresponding 
WEF Africa summit in 2015, we 
launched the Youth Empowered 
for Success (YES!) initiative.    The 
program aims to help create 
employment opportunities, and 
also provide young unemployed 
and underemployed Africans 
with access to necessary skills and 
resources to generate income.  We 
set a goal of trailing the program in 
six African countries and reaching 

gains of recent years?
The answers to these questions 

are important not only for the 
countries themselves, but also 
for their neighbors, which could 
be put at risk by backsliding on 
immunization. After all, infectious 
diseases do not respect national 
boundaries. The recent yellow 
fever epidemic in Angola, for 
example, spread to its much poorer 
neighbor, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. The experiences of 
countries that have “graduated” 
from Gavi assistance will also 
hold important lessons for other 
international health programs and 
their beneficiaries.

W i t h  s o  mu c h  at  s t a ke , 
international agencies must do 
whatever they can to prepare 
countries for “life after Gavi.” For 
some of these countries, especially 
those that have adopted many 
new vaccines, obtaining adequate 
and sustainable financing is one 
of the most daunting challenges 
posed by the transition. Although 
i m m u n i z a t i o n  p r o g r a m s 
require only a relatively small 
share of health budgets and 
yield exceptionally high economic 
returns, securing the needed 
f i n a n c i n g  re qu i re s  c a re f u l 

monthly income of youth with 
two or more income streams is 
70% higher than those with just 
a single source of income, and it 
also means employers have more 
flexible talent that can help their 
businesses succeed.

While there are many admirable 
programs focused on youth across 
Africa, studies show that over 70% 
of youth empowerment programs 
do not meaningfully reduce the 
incidence of unemployment. It 
is, therefore, essential that we are 
cognizant of the way that today’s’ 
labour market is changing, and 
that we are not training youth for 
a world of work that no longer 
exists, and is rooted in nine-to-
five single employment.  We need 
to prepare Africa’s youth to take 
advantage of the opportunities 
around them while providing them 
with access to income-generating 
opportunities.    We also need to 
see how local ecosystems can be 
created for youth employment 
by working with private sector, 
governments and civil society to 
create a model that benefits all and 
is creating jobs which reflect the 
needs of all.

This is an incredibly dynamic 
and complex area – and there is 
no one size fits all.    The nature 
and make-up of any “portfolio of 
work” will vary substantially by 
individual and community, and 
can include different traditional 
job disciplines across a variety 
of sectors.     Therefore we all 
need to prepare youth with the 

planning.
A new resource can help 

countries as they wrestle with 
this challenge.  Immunization 
Financing: A Resource Guide 
for Advocates, Policymakers, 
and Program Managers provides 
i n formati on  on e s t i m ati n g 
immunization costs, assessing the 
pros and cons of various sources 
of financing, shaping purchasing 
strategies, and navigating policy 
processes. It does not prescribe one 
way forward, but rather provides 
relevant information and expert 
analysis. Countries can then 
evaluate options in light of their 
own circumstances, and advocates 
can ask the right questions.

With Gavi support, close to 
580 million children have been 
immunized since 2000, and 
more than  eight million future 
deaths have been averted. These 
are impressive gains that are 
worth celebrating. But only if 
countries successfully negotiate 
the transition from Gavi support 
can they be confident that future 
generations will enjoy the same 
health protections.

(C): Project Syndicate

foundational and transferrable 
s k i l l s  t h at  t ra n s c e n d  o n e -
dimensional jobs and allow them 
to navigate today’s new working 
world.

Lastly,  we cannot b e to o 
prescriptive in the solutions that 
we provide.    One of the reasons 
that YES! has proven credible 
and engaging for young people 
in Africa is that at its heart, the 
program is youth-led.    It includes 
training, content and formats that 
are directly requested from youth 
in the respective communities.  No-
one knows the dynamics and 
needs of the local individual 
communities more than the young 
people looking for work each day, 
and therefore, for any program to 
be successful, it needs to listen, not 
preach, to youth.

Almost 1,500 influencers from 
across Africa participated in the 
WEF Africa discussions this year, 
including Heads of State, CEOs 
and global leaders of international 
organizations.     Imp ortantly 
weaving into the narrative was the 
unmistakably loud, determined 
and electric voice of Africa’s youth, 
who we should see as our salvation, 
not a problem to be solved.    The 
WEF Africa discussions closed 
with a clear rallying cry that now 
is the “Time for Impact,” and I 
firmly believe that it is our young 
people’s aspirations and ambitions, 
alongside innovative thinking and 
support that should give us the 
confidence that Africa’s future is 
in extremely safe hands.
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But it is now being put to a stern 
test: one-third of the 73 countries 
to which Gavi extends support are 
either in the midst of the transition 
process or have just completed 
it. The group includes countries 
as different from one another as 
Armenia, Bhutan, Honduras, and 
Vietnam, as well as India and 
Nigeria, which have the largest 
birth cohorts.

The Gavi model is now under 
the microscope. Will countries be 
able to continue purchasing and 
delivering the vaccines that were 
introduced with Gavi support?

Equally important, will that 
commitment hold up over time? 
If government budgets are cut, 
will immunization be protected, 
along with other essential health 
services? Will countries be able 
to introduce new lifesaving 
va c c i n e s  a s  t h e y  b e c o m e 
available? Will they sustain and 
strengthen disease surveillance, 
so that outbreaks are detected and 
addressed quickly? Or will fiscal 
pressures lead, in some countries, 
to vaccine shortages, to declines in 
immunization coverage, or even, in 
the worst case, to vaccines being 
dropped altogether from national 
programs, reversing the hard-won 

25,000 youth within three years, 
before scaling to reach 500,000 
youth by 2022.    We had bold 
ambitions, but we also realized we 
had a lot to learn. Two years on, 
we now know much more than 
we did then. The YES! Initiative 
is underway in South Africa, 
Tunisia, Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria 
and Uganda with 82 community 
YES! hubs working with almost 
9,500 youth who have enrolled 
in the program.

The clearest learning we 
have gained is that the very 
nature of work has changed – 
neither traditional terms such 
as ‘unemployed’ nor ‘employed’ 
accurately reflect the status 
of millions of African youth 
today.    For most, their economic 
reality dictates that ‘not working’ 
simply isn’t an option.  Rather, most 
youth have developed what we 
refer to as ‘mixed livelihoods’  or 
a ‘portfolio of work’ - a series of 
different income streams that can 
straddle the formal and informal 
sectors, including family and 
micro-enterprises. 

T h i s  m i xe d  l i ve l i h o o d s 
approach is rooted in practicality, 
as young Africans navigate 
unpredictable labour markets, 
and benefits both youth needing 
income and employers who 
cannot c ommit to full-time 
employees. Although informal, 
and unstructured, this trend 
has shown a propensity to drive 
economies; as we have learned 
more, we noted that in Kenya, the 
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A
lmost every 
Nigerian I’ve 
met knows 
w h a t  i s 
wrong with 

the country and what 
needs to be done. The 
challenge, however, is 
that no one seems ready 
to lift a finger. We are 
mostly like the signpost 
pointing out directions to 
others but will itself nev-
er go there. Put simply, 
pious pronouncements 
are not backed with posi-
tive action.

A prominent media-
friendly Nigerian econo-
mist said to me recently 
in an interview, “In many 
cases you have people 
who preach something 
but think others should 
live it, so long as they can 
manage the easy gains. 
There are too many peo-
ple who say, ‘Look, we 
must follow the rules 
except where it concerns 
me’. And once you your-
self are willing to break 
the rules,  rules won’t 
hold.”

That’s the feeling you 
get when you hear, “Let’s 
diversify the economy”. 
A top Nigerian business-
man said recently that 
he started hearing talks 
about “diversifying our 

The Epistle according to Saint Dino
economy” long before he 
understood what “diver-
sification” meant. Now 
politicians flaunt it as 
if it’s a freshly-minted 
word. Can we just stop 
talking, really, and begin 
to diversify?

The other word is cor-
ruption. Richard Quest, 
the CNN anchor,  dur-
ing his short visit to the 
country last month said 
virtually every Nigerian 
he sp oke with agre e d 
that the greatest single 
most imp ortant prob-
lem holding the country 
down was corruption.

Of course, that’s noth-
ing new. We’ve known 
that all along. President 
Muhammadu Buhari told 
us in 2015 that “if we 
don’t kill corruption, this 
corruption will kill us”. 
Every military adventur-
ist in this country used 
it to justify change of 
power by the barrel of 
the gun.

In ‘The Trouble with 
N i g e r i a ’  p u b l i s h e d 
34 years  ago,  Chinua 
Achebe told us that “cor-
ruption in Nigeria has 
passed the alarming and 
entered the fatal stage; 
and Nigeria will die if 
we keep pretending that 
she is only slightly indis-
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posed”.
F o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t 

Olusegun Obasanjo, in 
a 2014 letter to the then 
President Goodluck Jon-
athan entitled “Before it 
is too late”, said, “Corrup-
tion has reached the level 
of impunity. It  is  als o 
necessary to be mindful 
that corruption and in-
justice are fertile breed-
ing ground for terrorism 
and p olitical  instabil-
ity. And if you are not 
ready to name, shame, 
pros e cute and stoutly 
fight against corruption, 
whatever you do will be 
hollow. It will be a laugh-
ing matter.”

Both Obasanjo and 
Buhari have had the op-
portunity to nail the cof-
fin of corruption in this 
country, what did they 
do with it? Buhari still 
has the floor, what is he 
doing with it?

Now Dino Melaye, the 
controversial but funky 
senator from Kogi State 
who likes to rub his opu-
lence in the faces of his 
mostly poverty-stricken 
young followers on social 
by sharing photos of his 
lavish lifestyle, has au-
thored a 14-chapter, 600-
page epistle called ‘Anti-
dotes for Corruption: the 

Nigerian Story’. He may 
yet be the modern-day 
Paul of Tarsus. But while 
Paul lived out his teach-
ings, it will be hard to 
convince even a corrupt 
judge that Dino’s lifestyle 
is an exemplary one.

The other thing is to 
know how much of this 
antidote the senator and 
his colleagues in the Na-
tional Ass embly have 
taken. That’s what they 
do in medicine. When 
a new drug sample is 
manufactured, you don’t 
just introduce it for pub-
lic use; it first undergoes 
series of clinical trials 
for efficacy, side/adverse 
effects and other con-
c erns .  That  was why 
Z-Mapp wasn’t readily 
used on Ebola patients 
when that deadly fever 
ravaged parts of Africa 
in 2014. And the place to 
start these trials should 
have been the National 
Assembly where many 
believe corruption has 
built an estate. Or per-
haps Brother Dino actu-
ally meant ‘Antidotes for 
Anti-Corruption’?

The book launch pulled 
crowd, not unexpectedly. 
Senate President Buko-
la Saraki, Deputy Senate 
President Ike Ekweremadu, 
House of Reps Speaker 
Yakubu Dogara, former 
First Lady Patience Jona-
than, FCT Minister Bello 
Mohammed, Labour and 
Productivity Minister 
Chris Ngige, former Sen-
ate President Anyim Pius 
Anyim, former Speaker 
Ghali Umar Na’Abba, serv-
ing and past members of 
the National Assembly, 
among others.

H o w e v e r ,  F e m i 
O d e k u n l e ,  a  p r o f e s -
sor and member of the 

Presidential Advis ory 
Committee Against Cor-
ruption (PACAC), who 
was bille d to give the 
keynote speech, stayed 
away. Two days later, 
Odekunle said on Chan-
nels TV’s Sunrise Daily 
that  he  didn’t  attend 
because the event was 
a “gathering of deplo-
rables” as many of the at-
tendees had corruption 
cases hanging on their 
necks. Attending would 
have meant conferring 
credibility on fraud and 
corruption.

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , 
I  salute  the s enator ’s 
courage to even write at 
all. Never mind that in 
sending out invitation 
on his Instagram page, 
Dino Melaye actually 
wrote “luaunh” instead 
of “launch”, prompting 
one “mischief-maker” to 
say that if the senator 
couldn’t spell “launch” 
c orre ctly he wouldn’t 
bother reading the book 
because he already had 
a glimpse of what the 
content would be.

I’ve always held the 
view that, for the benefit 
of posterity, everyone 
who has held a position 
of authority or who was 
a major actor in a par-
ticular historical event 
owes the society a moral 
obligation to document 
t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e s  o r 
narrate their own ver-
sions of that particular 
episode detailing, even 
i f  f ro m  t h e i r  n a r ro w 
prisms,  the part  they 
and other actors around 
them played in the spe-
cific event at issue.

That was what Chuk-
wuemeka Odumegwu-
O jukwu partly did in 
‘Because I am Involved’; 

Nigeria is an ‘interest-
ing’ country where 
virtually everything 

goes to the man with cash 
and ready to pay. It is, in-
deed, a country where the 
poor pays more because 
he is more exposed to risks 
and has next to nothing to 
hedge against those risks. 
Nowhere else is this more 
obtainable than in mort-
gage lending.

In a strict sense, there is 
no mortgage of any form 
in Nigeria. Apparently be-
cause of the commercial 
interest rate charged, mort-
gage lenders still anchor 
their loans on good jobs 
with fat pay. This means 
that a mortgage loan seeker 
is still expected to be some-
body in a good job or private 
business with an assured, 
fat and regular stream of 
income.

As against the 6 percent 
interest rate and repay-
ment tenor of between 
25-30 years, depending on 
the borrower’s age, mort-
gage lenders in this country 
charge between 18 percent 

cement, rods, roofing mate-
rials, wooden materials etc”.

Ultimately, this will im-
pact on the wider economy 
and your guess is as good 
as mine as to what follows 
when people have enough 
capital at their disposal. 
Definitely, investment is 
the next line of thought and 
depending on the prevail-
ing business environment 
and government policies, 
people will invest in many 
asset classes including real 
estate which in turn will 
anything including motor 
manufacturing”.

and 25 percent interest rate 
on mortgage loans with a 
repayment tenor as short 
as 12-24 months.

Because of this, the ever-
widening housing demand-
supply gap can easily be 
blamed on commercial in-
terest rate charged on mort-
gage loans which makes 
such loans unaffordable to 
home-seekers.

“Though the ability of 
the banks to provide money 
for mortgage has changed 
on account of credit chal-
lenges in the financial sys-
tem, mortgage affordability 
or the fundamentals for 
lending has not changed”, 
says Adeniyi Akinlusi, MD/
CEO, Trustbond Mortgage 
Bank.

The mortgage industry 
does not operate in isolation 
of the economy. Certainly 
as an integral part of the 
economy, it has to be affect-
ed by the economic crisis in 
the country today. In spite 
of this, mortgage operators 
insist that the fundamen-
tals for lending have not 
changed, which means that 

if somebody has a good job 
with a financial institution 
or a multinational company, 
and the pay package is high 
enough for him to afford 
a mortgage, the present 
crisis has not changed that 
affordability.

The past few years have 
seen quite a number of 
mortgage products aimed 
at enabling subscribers own 
their own homes, but these 
products are yet to help 
reduce existing housing 
gap by increasing housing 
stock. The reason is simple. 
The products, like the mort-
gage loans, are unaffordable 
by those who need them 
and, according to Fortune 
Ebie, an estate surveyor 
and valuer,  those mortgage 
products are not the ones 
that will make any impact 
on housing.

“The mortgage products 
that we have today are com-
mercial mortgages which 
the investor wants to re-
cover his money from. It is 
just like someone else who 
has invested in any other 
venture. He has to recover 

his money because he bor-
rows from the same place 
like you”, Ebie notes.

Mortgage products can 
make impact on housing 
only when there is govern-
ment intervention and, 
anywhere else in the world, 
there is government inter-
vention to make mortgage 
affordable to everybody, 
no matter the income level.

Like in other economies, 
mortgage could be used to 
move the economy from 
being import-dependent to 
a producing and exporting 
country and Akinlusi says 
mortgage institutions need 
long term loans for hous-
ing finance and that when 
there are enough funds to 
lend to property develop-
ers and to home seekers, 
the entire economy will be 
stimulated.

By the time there are 
enough funds in the hands 
of mortgage institutions for 
long term loans to property 
developers, there will be 
a lot of property develop-
ment activities and when 
this happens, a lot of other 

activities will be generated 
and the economy will be 
better for it.

Engineers, architects, 
bricklayers, casual labour-
ers and even food vendors 
will be automatically en-
gaged by a single develop-
ment in one corner of the 
city, and it is unimaginable 
what is possible when there 
are many of such develop-
ments going on at various 
parts of the country. The 
long term effect is the de-
velopment of industries 
and factories that produce 
building materials such as 

that was what Obasanjo 
did in ‘My Command’ 
(1980), ‘Nzeogwu’ (1987), 
‘ N o t  My  W i l l ’  ( 1 9 9 0 ) , 
and ‘My Watch’ ;  that 
was what Adewale Ade-
moyega did in ‘Why We 
Struck: The Story of the 
First Nigerian Coup’; that 
was what Fola Oyewole 
did in ‘The Reluctant 
Reb el ’ ;  that was what 
Acheb e did  in  ‘There 
was a Country’; that was 
what innumerable oth-
er Nigerians who have 
been part of the making 
of the history of this na-
tion and who have docu-
mented their accounts 
have tried to do.

Whether these books 
present the true accounts 
of  the events as  they 
happened, it is left for 
the professional histo-
rian to decide. When he 
eventually goes to work 
using these different ac-
counts as useful raw ma-
terials, he will apply the 
tools of historiography to 
study, analyse, synthe-
sise, compare notes, filter, 
interpret, reinterpret and 
che ck thes e materials 
against other available 
s ourc es in order,  ulti-
mately, to present what 
comes close to objective 
history – for truly, objec-
tive history is a costly, 
scarce commodity.

But now that we hear 
that Brother Dino has 
p egge d the pric e of  a 
hardback c opy of  the 
book at N50,000, how 
can a p o or,  struggling 
journalist or historian 
get a copy? May we not 
be compelled to be cor-
rupt to be able to afford 
a book that teaches us 
how not to be corrupt. 
Let s omeb o dy shout a 
louder Amen!

Understanding determinants for mortgage lending Talking Mortgage
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A
s the administration of Presi-
dent Muhammadu Buhari 
clocks two years in office, it 
is pertinent to take an X-ray 
of the regime in terms of its 

performance in the critical areas of its 
campaign promises and in those areas that 
Nigerians wanted action taken.

The three critical areas where the na-
tion had problems which needed fixing, 
were in the areas of national security, 
fight against corruption and revitalising 
a non-performing economy whose future 
was hanging in the balance because of 
the twin problems of dependence on one 
revenue-earning product, crude oil and 
the more important fact that the price of 
that commodity, crude oil, had fallen very 
low in the World market.

The task before President Buhari was 
daunting and he even confessed to the 
media that when he realised the enormity 
of the problems confronting the nation, 
notably the paucity of revenue to pursue 
much-needed development programmes, 
he considered at times to throw in the 
towel!

PMB however, only thought of throw-
ing in the towel. The soldier in him of 
course made giving up, a non-option and 
he moved on doggedly, confronting the 
national problems head-on, assisted by a 
cabinet in which he had confidence and a 
supportive Vice President, Yemi Osinbajo. 

Though Nigeria is still battling eco-
nomic difficulties, the time for applause 
is coming slowly but surely as the nation 
commences the laborious march out of 
recession.

The administration of PMB has per-
formed fairly well in dealing with the 
insecurity problem that once loomed 
large on the national horizon. PMB got the 
nation’s armed forces to rout the Boko Ha-
ram, degrading the latter from a confident 
and rampaging band of insurgents to a 
rag-tag nuisance that now seek to ambush 
and throw bombs at the gallant soldiers of 
the Nigerian Army. Boko Haram can no 
longer stand and fight as in the days when 
they held sway. Today, they have lost the 
nerve and initiative to stand in battle 
and life in general is coming back to the 
troubled North East zone of the country.

The icing on the cake in the area of 
security, which is a good anniversary 
package for millions of Nigerians and the 
people of the troubled North East, is the 
release into freedom of 82 additional girls 
hitherto kidnapped from the Government 
Secondary School, Chibok in Borno State 
on 6th May, 2017. Freedom for this large 
number of girls is a source of great joy to 
anyone who comes from a family or com-
munity, bearing in mind the long period 
of their captivity.

Given the fact that there cannot be a 
hundred percent situation of security in 
any human environment, the security 
situation in the country today, is quite 

tolerable and is one in which meaningful 
life can take place. No more is the nation 
going around cap-in-hand asking for help 
from our foreign partners for security as-
sistance and arms. The situation has fairly 
stabilised and the nation’s military have 
entered a phase of consolidation of the 
security situation.

In the area of anti-corruption, it is a 
boom! Never before has the anti-cor-
ruption agencies in the country exposed 
so much graft, so much greed, so much 
wickedness and so much lack of compas-
sion among the nation’s elite. It is a sort 
of bonanza. Everyone, including the 
ordinary citizen now knows those who 
betrayed them, stole their patrimony, 
leaving the nation prostrate and incapable 
of providing them the basic means of 
existence, jobs, salaries and their meagre 
pension benefits. The Whistleblower 
policy activated by the Buhari adminis-
tration to enable citizen participation in 
the anti-corruption war, is the single most 
important catalyst now driving the war 
against corruption and giving it a life of 
its own.

The issue of concern to many Nigerians 
are, what kind of sanctions to mete out to 
the growing list of national robbers and 
looters so as to discourage others from toe-
ing similar path and prevent the poor and 
desperate citizens including the young, 
from holding up thieves as role models.

The prevailing position is that forfei-
ture of stolen assets to the state is not suf-

ficient punishment for the looters. It is rec-
ommended that the government working 
with the nation’s judiciary, should ensure 
compulsory jail terms of not less than 20 
years for those who contributed to the 
nation’s adversity, poverty and unem-
ployment of the people through stealing 
of public funds, as well as banning such 
dubious persons from seeking for office.

To his credit, the administration of 
PMB, is battling recession and the good 
news is that the country will come out 
victorious the time most policies being put 
in place today, start to germinate.

First, under the Social Investment 
Programme (SIP) of the PMB govern-
ment, thousands of indigent Nigerians 
across the country have been receiving 
the five thousand naira stipend promised 
by the ruling All Progressives Congress 
(APC) during the campaign for the 2015 
elections. While this does not amount 
to much in view of the high inflation in 
the economy, at least it gives confidence 
and promise of better days for these class 
of Nigerians who were never for once 
considered by the evil and rapacious 
former ruling party, the People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP). Second, thousands of 
unemployed graduates who would have 
remained a pain in the neck of their fami-
lies have been massively employed under 
the emergency teacher’s programme of 
the present administration. This class 
of educated Nigerians would have the 
self-esteem of earning a salary with the 

expectation that as the economy improves 
in the nearest future and the nation exits 
recession, according to the skills and 
knowledge of these young and educated, 
they would be absorbed into other critical 
areas of the economy. This is the popular 
N-Power job scheme of PMB which as 
we are told, would be expanded in 2017, 
to accommodate a total of 350,000 young 
and educated persons of different grades.

Perhaps, most revolutionary in the 
effort to revamp the economy and create 
employment is the steady and successful 
diversification of the economy. Agricul-
ture and food production has taken the 
lead here. The administration of PMB 
has put in place the Anchor Borrowers 
Scheme under which farmers across the 
country are able to borrow money and im-
prove their activities. So far, millionaires 
in large numbers have been created in a 
number of States across the country in the 
area of rice production. Rice farmers in Ni-
geria are not only becoming wealthy, they 
are able to provide employment to willing 
hands on the farms as they increase the 
acreage under cultivation. The magic that 
is happening here is that with the ban on 
rice imports, national revenue being used 
in the past to import the commodity are 
being conserved while steadily Nigerians 
have started to export the same com-
modity and earn foreign exchange while 
millions of Nigerians now eat locally-
produced rice, which nutritionists tell us 
is healthier for the body.

The determination of the govern-
ment to ensure that Nigerians can feed 
themselves gives hope that the success 
recorded in rice production would be 
replicated with other food and cash crops. 
Most States in the country are now going 
seriously into agricultural production 
taking cognisance of their comparative 
advantage in certain areas.

Recently, the acting President, Profes-
sor Yemi Osinbajo, announced that the 
administration of PMB would give sup-
port to the Poultry industry. When this 
happens, it is expected that production 
would increase and the present high 
prices of chicken and eggs would come 
down. This would increase employment 
in the sector, contribute to the fight 
against inflation and improve the quality 
of nutrition of Nigerians.

In view of the mess which PMB found 
in place in May 2015, the government is 
doing well so far on the economy. As more 
sectors are brought within the radar of 
government support, as envisaged under 
the recently-released economic blueprint, 
the Economic Reform and Growth Plan 
(EGRP), the new development agenda 
for Niger Delta and the new guidelines 
on ease of doing business among others, 
at both the national and State levels, it is 
certain that by the end of 2017, the pres-
ent harsh economic climate would, to a 
large degree, have run its course, paving 
way for visible recovery of the economy.   

Louis Okoroma is a political analyst 
and lives in Abuja.
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could cope with the type 
of projects at AUN. How 
do we solve the problem 
of funding? 

I don’t think it is a ques-
tion of money for univer-
sities to participate in the 
population. In 1989, when 
I was still in the medical 
t ra i n i n g ,  w e  f ab r i c at e d 
training without walls. The 
concept was that you can 
train doctors within com-
munities without putting 
up a building. We applied 
t h e  c o n c e p t  i n  Z a mb i a , 
C a m e ro o n ,  Ug a n d a  a n d 
Malawi and it worked very 
suc c essfully.  We would 
have the doctors, who were 
doing public health; they 
would sit within the com-

Y
our Excellency, 
you were at the 
AUN to witness 
the graduation 
o f  y o u r  s o n , 

Conrad; how do you feel 
as a father whose son did 
not just graduate but won 
many awards? 

I  a m  e x t re m e l y  h a p -
py, not just that my son 
graduated from AUN, I am 
happy about the concept 
of bringing into Africa a 
development university; 
a university that does not 
become an ivory tower. I 
went to a university which 
was an ivory tower; and 
beyond its compound or 
the fenc es,  I  didn’t  care 
what was happening there. 
But the AUN is unique for 
Africa.  It ’s  a  university 
that looks after the poor. 
That’s why I brought my 
son here, without taking 
him to these ivory towers. 
I prefer someone to under-
stand the development of 
people and at the same time 
applying the knowledge of 
advancement. 

You have the means and 
connections to send your 
son to Europe or America 
for studies; so why Nige-
ria? 

Abs olutely,  I  had the 
m e a n s  a n d  c o n t a c t s  t o 
send the young man to any 
American or European uni-
versity because I lectured 
at some of the good uni-
versities in America and in 
London (United Kingdom). 
I didn’t want to send him 
there because they train 
you in the traditional way. 
Someb o dy c omes,  g ives 
you the knowle dge and 
leaves you to either take it 
or leave it. When the AUN 
started, they brought in the 
staff, the faculty members 
and all that, I said this is 
something unique. I was 
a  memb er of  the  b oard 
of  truste es  and I  found 
there’s something unique 
in Yola. That’s when I told 

my wife in Uganda that I 
was taking this son of ours 
to Yola. There were lots 
of arguments. She totally 
refused; even our son was 
influenced and had refused 
als o.  But at a p oint,  the 
young man, as a mark of 
respect for me, said: ‘Well, 
I have to go where my Dad 
wants me to go.’ He came 
to Yola and only two years 
of his stay here, when he 
came back to Uganda, I saw 
a change. At that time, I 
was still in politics, the vice 
president of the country; I 
used to go to communities. 
His mother would not al-
low me to go chatting with 
the locals. She thought I 
was above those people. 

Now, this young man, Con-
rad, would come with me 
to my programmes in the 
c ommunities and would 
shake hands with the poor, 
the disadvantaged, and I 
said ‘Conrad,  where did 
you pick this?’ He said to 
me, ‘You know, when we 
are in Yola, we go to the 
communities; we go to see 
their sewage system, etc.’ 
I said fantastic. I told him, 
‘Continue with that.’ That 
is going to be the future 
of  leadership in Africa, 
because in Africa we have 
leaders who stay in palaces 
and they have no touch 
with the people; there’s no 
communication between 
where they stay and where 

the poor live. Some of these 
poor may not even have 
a meal a day. They don’t 
know that these poor peo-
ple  may go to  hospitals 
and they don’t even get a 
tablet.  Unless we create 
leaders who can permeate 
within the population and 
understand the problems 
that they face, that’s when 
Africa will change. 

You advocate that Af-
rican universities must 
begin to adopt the right 
teachings and programmes 
that go on in AUN. But you 
know that the major prob-
lem with most universities 
has been funding. It is only 
founders with deep pock-
ets and large hearts that 

Professor Gilbert Bukenya, a trained medical doctor and former vice president of Uganda, in this interview with ZEBULON 
AGOMUO, spoke passionately on the need for Africa to urgently abandon Colonial mentalities, which has held down the 
black continent for many years. He spoke about the need to bridge the gap between the government and the governed, 
pointing out that in Africa, the gap has continued to widen.  He urged politicians to see politics as a service to humanity, 
and to quit the stage for others when they must have played their parts. According to him, education must be localised 
to address societal needs, and leaders must jettison the habit of copying everything from Europe and America. Excerpts:   
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munities; they would help 
the communities to build 
sanitary systems. It was 
much cheap er than the 
training programmes that 
are taking place here. Why 
did it fail? It only failed 
b e caus e our c ollab orat-
ing partners in the world 
made it complicated- you 
need a computer, and many 
other things. And it failed. 
I still believe strongly that 
universities in Africa must 
practise community-based 
e ducation within where 
the buildings are. I mean 
here in Yola, if you go to 
Jimeta and see how people 
live (I thank the new gov-
ernor because he has built 
new roads and has cleaned 
up the place); when I came 
here initially when the uni-
versity took off; I said let’s 
put public health training 
in the university because 
at that time, I would go to 
the communities there and 
see the problems they were 
in. Today, AUN is doing a 
lot of community services 
and the question is, how is 
the AUN doing it? It is the 
conception; it is the teach-
ers, the students, and it is 
the concept of leadership 
t h at  t h e y  h ave  u s e d  t o 
apply the methodology of 
teaching at higher level to 
communities. So, for me, I 
think it is not a question 
of money; it is a question 
of mind change of people. 

It is a question of making a 
lecturer to erase from his 
mind such a thought that 
‘I am so super that I can-
not rub shoulders with the 
poor people.’ 

You were a former vice 
president of Uganda; one 
of the problems in Africa is 
the inability of politicians 
to pursue other careers 
when their tenure of of-
fice expires; they want to 
sit tight. Do you have any 
intention of going back to 
politics?

 No. I think every human 
being must have a journey. 
My journey started in my 
profession as  a  me dical 
doctor. Then I came into 
politics and I did my part. 
Now my journey is back 
into application of my pro-
fessionalism and commu-
nity services. My appeal 
to politicians is that they 
should never, never make 
politics a job. They must 
know that being a politi-
cian is a service to com-
munity and because many 
of them have continued to 
make politics a job, that’s 
why they continue to fight, 
they don’t want to leave 
and that’s why they want 
to make a lot of money, 
even money they don’t 
need. I am an example of 
those who say, you do your 
part, when you finish, quit 
and do another thing. 

It can be said that both 

in your profession and in 
politics, you rose to the 
highest echelon. You have 
also travelled widely and 
have seen what goes on 
in different parts of the 
world. What do you think 
is the problem with Af-
rica? 

Why is Africa lagging 
b e h i n d ?  S i m p l e  re a s o n : 
We African leaders cannot 
say no. If African leaders 
learn to say no to foreign 
influenc e ,  then we can 
shap e our way.  African 
leaders copy a lot. If some-
o n e  c o m e s  h e re  w i t h  a 
very good jet plane, they 
would want to take it, they 
would not ask, how does 
this jet plane come about? 
African leaders copy the 
wrong things from Euro-
peans. And I will tell you 
straightaway. The white 
man comes here to exploit 
you. So, if he finds you in 
a position of weakness, he 
will exploit you and even 
convince you to fly food 
from Europe for you as a 
president to eat. And I have 
seen many presidents in 
Africa who completely re-
fuse their own traditional 
food and prefer à la carte 
f ro m  E u ro p e .  W e  mu s t 
learn to say no. We must 
learn to plan for our people. 
We must learn to eat and 
live with our people. Even 
though mosquitoes are bit-
ing in my community, I am 

ready to keep my skin so 
that the mosquitoes will 
bite me also. But in Africa, 
it is not so. We must al-
ways take with skepticism 
what a white man brings 
as a proposal. Look at it, 
say no, if you think it is a 
no; say yes if you think it 
can help your country or 
Africa. That’s the problem 
we have.

Obviously  your  gen-
eration could not say no 
to the white man; do you 
think that those coming 
behind have the capacity 
to say no?

The only way the young 
people can build the ca-
pacity to say no is to start 
getting proper training in 
leadership  from prima-
ry level of education. Let 
these young people begin 
to know that leadership 
does not only mean leader-
ship in politics, but leader-
ship in totality. If you have 
a role in rural population, 
and if for instance these 
young people can mobilise 
members of their commu-
nity to clean up their envi-
ronment, that is leadership. 
If we have poor latrines 
and these young people can 
make the latrines more use-
able for the people, that is 
leadership. Once we devel-
op that- Europe did it long 
ago and also America- you 
create patriotism, you cre-
ate national leadership; but 
if you impose leadership, it 
is dangerous. 

What is your general 
assessment of the quality 
of education in Africa and 
do you think that our poor 
level of development here 
has anything to do with 
education? 

Education in Africa was 
imported from Europe and 
now from America,  etc . 
Education in Africa was 
not self-created in Africa 
and that’s why you find 
in Africa there is a fight. 
When I used to be in politi-
cal leadership, we had the 
francophone because they 
spoke French; we had the 
Anglophone because they 
spoke English; we had oth-
ers also. And again you find 
also we are divided among 
ourselves as black people. 
We must create an educa-
tion which is localised. If I 
teach my child agriculture 
the way we do it here, what 
is going to be the implica-
tion for the future? Look 
at Nigeria; Nigeria should 
be the biggest agriculture 

country. In fact,  Nigeria 
should be a net exporter of 
agricultural produce. But 
is that the case? No. The 
country is rather a net im-
porter of rice, mangoes, and 
everything. So that’s why 
education system which 
was imported into Africa 
is  wrong and i t  i s  very 
difficult to change it. My 
children would want to go 
and study in the UK, why is 
it that UK children do not 
want to study in Africa? 
Why do they want to go 
and study in America and 
American children do not 
want to study in Africa? 
So, the education system 
in Africa must change. It 
must look at our local chal-
lenges in Africa and then 
apply it. You know these 
Americans, they starte d 
the university  training 
based on their problems, 
that  is  why every state 
has a state university, but 
based on Agriculture; now 
they have changed because 
they are more advanced, 
but in Africa, the story is 
different. I go to some uni-
versities that took offer in 
the early 60’s, if you drive 
around the campuses, they 
are as backward as they 
have b e en.  So,  we ne e d 
to change our education 
system. 

You spoke about lan-
guage divisions; for us in 
Nigeria, although Benin 
Republic is very close to 
us, we easily identify with 
Ghanaians probably be-
cause they speak the same 
English as we do.  There 
was a call in the past for 
Africa to adopt a common 
or social language; do you 
think that is possible?

If  Africa has to move 
forward we have to start 
getting languages that sup-
port our systems. I come 
from east Africa; in East 
Africa, we have adopted 
the Swahili; Rwanda used 
to b e a French-sp eaking 
country, they have now ad-
opted Swahili; Burundi and 
others have also done that. 
So, this is the way forward, 
and we have to abandon 
Colonial mentalities, even 
on food. I know one African 
president whos e fo o d is 
flown from Paris. I am sure 
that when he was growing 
up he was eating yam and 
cassava. So, that mentality 
must to go and how does it 
go? It is by mobilising com-
munities to get rid of those 
political leaders.a
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ExxonMobil, NBA, Africare partner on 
youth development programme

E
xxonMobil , 
the National 
B a s k e t b a l l 
Ass o ciation 
(NBA) and the 

international NGO Af-
ricare have launched 
a youth development 
programme partnership 
in Abuja.

The project, known 
as NBA Power For-
ward, focuses on de-
veloping life skills and 
raising public health 
awareness among high 
school youth.

According to the 
partners, Power For-
w a r d  p r o g r a m m e 
would teach and men-
tor 300 students from 
10 secondary schools 
annually in Abuja on 

mote hygiene and pro-
mote exemplary leader-
ship skills.

 Participating stu-
dents are drawn from 
10 secondary schools in 
Abuja. These are: Model 
Secondary School, Mai-
tama; Rahinna Model 
College, Jikwoyi; Ra-
berto Schools, Wuse II; 
Divine Mercy Second-
ary School, Asokoro; 
Glisten International 
School, Jabi; Bicardos 
International School, 
Kubwa; Government 
S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l , 
Karu; Government Sec-
ondary School Zone 3, 
Government Second-
ary School, Garki ;and  
Government Second-
ary School, Airport.

through basketball 
and other program-
ming to positively im-
pact Nigerian second-
ary school students.

Last year, the par-
ticipating students 
executed 60 commu-
nity projects and in-
teracte d with over 
6,000 people within 
and outside the school 
c ommunities.  They 
also distributed over 
2,000 long lasting in-
secticidal nets (LLIN).

 This year, the target 
is to reach 10,000 youth 
in school and vulner-
able communities with 
life skills information, 
distribute 6,000 bed 
nets, establish 20 hand 
wash stations to pro-
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Adebayo Shi t tu,  Minister  of 
Communications

P
h i l i p  M o r r i s 
Limited (PML), 
the national af-
filiate of Philip 

Morris International 
(PMI) in Nigeria, has 
entered into a strate-
gic partnership with 
International Tobacco 
Company Limited (ITC) 
to manufacture one of 
PMI’s leading brands in 
Nigeria.

Under this agree-
ment, PML will be in-
vesting in technology 
and capacity building 
at ITC’s factory, creat-
ing additional employ-
ment opportunities 
and contributing to 
the local and national 
economy.

“We strongly be-
lieve that investing in 
local manufacturing 
is the right thing for 
the future as it con-
tributes to the Nige-
rian government’s ef-
forts to strengthen the 
economy and reduce 
the dependency on oil,” 
Coskun Kagan Dicle, 
PML’s managing direc-
tor, said at the official 
launch to mark the 
start of local manu-
facturing held at ITC’s 
factory in Ilorin, Kwara 
State.

“It will also benefit 
all parties: Our con-
sumers will have their 
preferred brand readily 
available at the highest 

PML, ITC partner on 
local manufacturing

L-R: Orode Doherty, country director Africare Nigeria;  Nigel Cookey-Gam, manager Government Business 
Relations, ExxonMobil;  Victoria Uno George, deputy director, Co-Curricular Secondary School Education Board, 
and  Ozemoya Okordion, advisor  Business and Government Relations, ExxonMobil, during the soft launch of 
Power Forward year four event in Abuja.

quality standards, our 
partners will enjoy im-
proved capacity utiliza-
tion of their facilities, 
and the local communi-
ty will benefit from the 
micro-economy boost 
and new employment 
opportunities.

“We are here to pro-
vide a choice to those 
consumers who choose 
to continue to smoke, 
and we are here to 
make a positive contri-
bution to the Nigerian 
economy for the long 
term,” he said.

Dicle highlighted the 
giant strides that PML 
has made in less than 
two years of operations 
in Nigeria, attributing it 
to PMI’s global strategy 
to deliver long-term 
sustainable growth and 
the passion of local em-
ployees. He added that 
the start of local manu-
facturing is just the 
beginning of various 
planned investments in 
the Nigerian economy 
by PML.

“PML and ITC are 
eager to become an in-
tegral part of Nigeria’s 
drive to strengthen the 
economy through cre-
ation of jobs, more for-
eign direct investment, 
and tax payments, 
while upholding the 
highest standards as 
socially responsible 
companies,” he said.

Shittu to lead talks at Marketing Edge Summit

A
debayo Shittu, 
Minister of 
Communica-
tions, has con-

firmed his participation 
at the upcoming Mar-
keting Edge Summit. He 
will be keynote speaker 
and special guest of hon-
our at the event sched-
uled to hold June 16.

The minister says he 
is excited and willing to 
be a part of the yearly 
event especially given 
the theme of this year’s 
award, ‘Brand Market-
ing and Marketing Man-
agement in a Recovering 
but Restructured Ni-
gerian Economy: Chal-
lenges and Implications 
for Marketing Services 
Providers’, adding it is a 
fallout of industry’s ap-
preciation of President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s 
economic recovery and 
restructuring plans 

Government’s genuine 
desire and intention to 
make everybody key 
into its newly released 
economic reform agen-
da, while also promoting 
backward integration in 
critical industries as it 
is no longer business as 
usual.”

Ajayi, who is also 
the convener, further 
stated that the event, a 
two-in-one-initiative, 
is intended to promote 
the brand idea while 

MABEL DIMMA
further expanding the 
frontiers of marketing 
and advertising knowl-
edge. He disclosed that 
the theme for this year’s 
summit was adopted as a 
result of the need to cre-
ate conversation around 
the current economic 
realities in the country 
as a way of opening up 
new opportunities for 
industry players.

“We adopt the theme 
for this year’s stakehold-
er’s summit because we 
are not unmindful of the 
changing mood of the 
nation both at the micro 
and macro-economic 
levels. Specifically, we 
are committed to show-
ing our support to the 
Federal Government’s 
reform and restructur-
ing plans, hence our 
commitment in chart-
ing a direction for those 
in the business of brand 
management and the 
management of brand 
business,” Ajayi said.

aimed at making Nige-
ria a self-dependent and 
self-reliant country.

The summit sched-
uled to holds at Federal 
Palace Hotel, Victoria 
Island, Lagos also has 
Ekwunife Okoli, former 
managing director of 
Guinness Cameroun and 
founder/CEO, Advan-
tage Consult, as guest 
speaker, while George 
Thorpe, renowned mar-
keting guru and manag-
ing partner of Market 
Space, will chair the oc-
casion.

Confirming the minis-
ter’s participation at the 
event, which is expect-
ed to attract over 400 
industry players and 
gladiators, John Ajayi, 
publisher of the lead-
ing brands and advertis-
ing magazine, said, “The 
minister gave his con-
sent early in the week 
as a way of encourag-
ing and assuring indus-
try operators of Federal 

the game of basketball.
This is the fourth 

y e a r  o f  t h e  p r o -

g r a m m e ,  w h i c h 
teaches  health l i t -
eracy and life skills 

such as leadership, 
r e s p e c t  a n d  p e r -
sonal responsibility 

Airtel reaffirms commitment to improve primary education in Nigeria

I
n line with its com-
m i t m e n t  t o  i m -
prove the standard 
of education as well 

as  promote quality 
learning experience in 
public primary schools, 
leading telecommuni-
cations services pro-
vider, Airtel Nigeria, 
has announced plans 
to donate thousands 
of books, school bags 
and other educational 
materials to students 
across its adopted.

More than 4,200 

students in the schools 
located in Lagos, Ogun, 
Imo, Cross River, Kwara 
and Kaduna will ben-
efit from the donations 
in line with the telco’s 
CSR initiative known as 
‘Adopt-a-School.’

The company noted 
that its intervention in 
the education sector has 
consistently provided sig-
nificant boost as well as 
created conducive learn-
ing environment for stu-
dents in the schools over 
the years.

Director of Corporate 
Communications & CSR, 
Airtel Nigeria, Emeka 
Oparah, commented: 
“Airtel is committed to 
creating platforms and 
opportunities that will 
truly liberate and em-
power underprivileged 
children across  the 
country. Our Adopt-
a-School programme 
provides a robust plat-
form to reach out to 
these children who are 
the future of our great 
country.Emeka Oparah
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Union Bank unveils citizenship, sustainability, innovation report

U
nion Bank, 
one of Ni-
geria’s in-
n o v a t i v e 
banks, has 

unveiled its Citizen-
ship, Sustainability and 
Innovation report – a 
detailed and extensive 
description of the bank’s 
strategic approach and 
initiatives to achieve its 
objective to be a sustain-
ability champion and 
a socially driven and 
responsible corporate 
organisation.

The report which is 
hosted on the Bank’s 
website and has been 
presented to stakehold-
ers, dwells on the bank’s 
commitment to custom-
ers and impact in the 
communities where it 
operates. It also empha-
sises the bank’s vision 
to inspire a future where 
private organisations are 
committed contributors 

to the nation’s sustain-
able development.

Celebrating its 100-
year milestone this year 
under the centenary 
anniversary theme to 
‘Celebrate, Impact, and 
Lead’, Union Bank es-
tablishes its unwavering 

dedication and com-
mitment to individuals 
and communities, while 
focusing on strategic and 
profitable innovation 
and sustainability of the 
environment.

Speaking during the 
release of the CSI re-

port, the Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the Bank, 
Emeka Emuwa, said: “It 
is especially significant 
that we published the 
report in the year we 
celebrate one hundred 
years of committed ser-
vice to Nigerians. We 
have a clear mission to 
play an active role in the 
development of our so-
ciety while being more 
responsive to our stake-
holders’ expectations of 
accountability, growth 
and sustainability”.

In its dedication to 
local communities, the 
bank has heavily in-
vested in providing Ni-
gerians access to inclu-
sive financial services, 
through championing 
financial literacy for 
future generations in 
schools across the coun-
try.

A critical aspect of 
Union Bank’s citizen-

Emeka Emuwa, managing director of Union Bank of Nigeria 

L-R: Oni Ayodele John, owner of Onaj Electronic, Sunil Gupte, Group 
CEO Fareast Mercantile Ltd. and the franchisee partner. Behind: Maneesh 
Nanda, MD for Scanfrost.

ship efforts is leading 
the charge to provide 
support for agriculture 
in order to diversify the 
Nigerian economy. It 
has also raised funds to 
assist in the care and re-
settlement of Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) 
across the North-eastern 
part of Nigeria.

Union Bank also con-
sistently supports tal-
ent development in the 
arts and sports – an en-
deavour which was seen 
clearly in it being the 
only corporate sponsor 
of Team Nigeria athletes 
to the Rio Olympics and 
Paralympics in 2016.

Recently, the bank 
launched the Centenary 
Innovation Challenge, to 
find and support great 
ideas that address the 
Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) in 
entrepreneurial ways 
that enable economic 

and societal growth and 
build an inclusive soci-
ety for young Nigerians.

Successfully embed-
ding sustainability prac-
tices into its banking 
processes, Union Bank 
has developed simpler 
and smarter products 
and services that are 
relevant to Nigerians.

Internally, the bank 
has created an inclu-
sive and empowering 
environment for all em-
ployees through various 
initiatives. One of such is 
its Women Empower-
ment hub, WeHub, an 
initiative to motivate, 
connect and provide 
support to Union Bank 
female staff.

With its focus set on 
the future, Union Bank 
continues to lead the 
way in shaping a better, 
more sustainable future 
for an evolving genera-
tion.

Scanfrost opens first modern 
brand shop in Lagos

S
c a n f r o s t  h a s 
opened its first 
exclusive brand 
shop in the elec-

tronic hub of Allen Av-
enue, Ikeja, Lagos. This is 
the first of several brand 
shops that the company 
plans to roll out across 
the country in the year.

The store, located at 
a premium high street 
marketplace for con-
sumer electronics in 
the commercial capital, 
will be spread across 
2,600 square feet of re-
tail space and will host 
all Scanfrost appliances 
and electronics like gas 
cookers, chest freezers, 
LED televisions, air-con-
ditioners, air coolers, 
bottle coolers, laundry, 
microwave ovens, and 
small appliances like 
blenders, kettles, food 
processors, etc, while 
the showroom has a 
dedicated service centre 
facility with in-house, 
on-ground engineers 
to attend to all service 
queries, the company 
management said. All 
component accessories 
will also be made avail-
able to provide prompt 
service responses, it said.

The store is a fran-
chise arrangement be-
tween Scanfrost and 
one of its loyal partners, 
Onay J. Ventures. 

“Scanfrost is commit-
ted to partnership that 
works and enhances 
the experience of our 
customers regularly. The 

store is going to be one of 
many partnerships and 
franchising agreement 
between Scanfrost and 
its several customers 
by helping them realise 
their business expansion 
vision while Scanfrost 
ensures that its many 
brand users have ease 
with accessing their 
choice brand for pur-
chases and after sales 
experience,” Maneesh 
Nanda, managing direc-
tor of Scanfrost, said at 
the official opening. 

“Combined with our 
after sales service ex-
cellence, these brand 
shops will set a whole 
new experience for our 
customers and partners 
consistently. There is 
more in the works for 
our customers,” he said.  

Sunil  Gupte,  the 
Group CEO, said the 
store was the first of 
several stores which will 
set a new benchmark 
in terms of how con-
sumers experience and 

buy Scanfrost products 
and technology across 
Nigeria. 

“This store is a testi-
mony to our commit-
ment to our consumers 
and partners, and our 
endeavour is to offer an 
enhanced experience to 
everyone,” he said.

Mr. Oni, CEO of Onay 
J. Ventures, said that 
prior to the official open-
ing of the store, he had 
many loyal Scanfrost 
customers besiege the 
store to purchase their 
choice products.

“Many of the custom-
ers were thrilled that 
the brand was nearer 
home and that the af-
ter-sales experience in 
this dedicated store was 
also a welcome idea,” he 
said, encouraging other 
customers and partners 
with the Scanfrost brand 
to get into the swing 
as there was room for 
everyone going by the 
demand and sales in the 
first week of operation.

AMCON takes over Wokson 
International Limited

J
ustice Babs Kue-
wumi of the Federal 
High Court Lagos 
Division has grant-

ed an injunction against 
Wokson International 
Limited in Asaba and 
Warri in Delta State on 
the application of Asset 
Management Corporation 
of Nigeria (AMCON). The 
order therefore mandates 
AMCON to take over all 
the assets of Wokson In-
ternational Limited and 
Chief William Oki, the 
promoter of Wokson In-
ternational Limited over 
a staggering indebtedness 
of over N5billion.

Yesterday (May 18, 
2017), AMCON moved 
in and took over all the 
assets of Wokson Inter-
national Limited and that 
of its principal, Chief Oki 
as ordered by the Court 
through Robert Ohuoba, 
the Receiver who also 

received protective or-
ders from the court. The 
assets, which are now 
under AMCON include 
asphalt plants, hotels and 
several houses belonging 
to Wokson International 
Limited and Chief Dr. 
William Oki.

The order also froze 
all accounts of Wokson 
International Limited and 
Chief Dr. William Oki 
anywhere and in any fi-
nancial institution in the 
name or belonging to the 
duo. According to the or-
der, “…all financial institu-
tion served with the order 
hereby made shall comply 
by filling at the Registry 
of the Federal High Court 
affidavits showing cause 
and serving same on the 
Claimant’s Legal practitio-
ner and in the event that 
money is found in any 
account standing in the 
credit of the defendant to 

transfer such sum to the 
nominated account of the 
Claimant forthwith.”

The Court also directed 
the Inspector-General 
of Police and the Com-
missioner of Police, Delta 
State Police Command 
to assist and protect the 
Bailiffs of the Federal High 
Court and the Receiver, 
Robert Ohuoba (appoint-
ed by AMCON).

Confirming that AM-
CON had already taken 
over the assets/properties 
as directed by the Court, 
Jude Nwauzor, Head, Cor-
porate Communications, 
AMCON said, “We saw it 
coming because the said 
debt is long overdue. I 
want you to understand 
that before we get to this 
stage with any of our 
obligors; we must have 
patiently tried to resolve 
the matter without going 
to court.

Glo posts largest data penetration in 2017 Quarter 1  

L
atest data on in-
ternet growth in 
the country has 
indicated that Ni-

geria’s data grandmasters, 
Globacom, has remained 
the preferred telecom-
munications company 
in terms of internet pen-
etration as at the end of 
Quarter 1, 2017.

The report covering 
the first three months of 
year 2017 undertaken 
by the Nigerian Com-
munications Commission 
(NCC) showed that Glo-
bacom recorded a total of 
27,021,200 internet users 

on its network. This trans-
lates to 72 percent of the 
total number of subscrib-
ers on its network which 
stood at 37,328,827 at the 
end of the quarter. 

The data penetration 
rate of 72 percent figure 
is more than the industry 
average of 59 percent.  The 
total number of internet 
users in the industry was 
90,003,101 by the end of 
the first quarter of the 
year compared to a total 
of 152,216,763 subscribers 
in the industry.

The telecom operator 
that placed second was 

Etisalat with a data pen-
etration of 68 percent as it 
had 13,008,481 data users 
out of a total subscriber 
base of 19,621,806. Airtel 
placed third with 56 per-
cent internet penetration. 
Data users on Airtel net-
work as at March, 2017, 
was 19,423,760, out of the 
total 34,656,605 subscrib-
ers on its network.

MTN brought up the 
rear, recording the least 
penetration of data users 
on its network in com-
parison with the total 
number of subscribers 
using the network. 
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Diet for a healthy heart

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

T
he current situation 
in the world whereby 
h e a r t  d i s e a s e 
(hypertension, stroke) 
remain the leading cause 

of premature deaths, especially 
among males all is worrisome. Yet, 
the heart, as the vital organ that 
pumps blood to about 73 trillion 
cells of the human body must be 
sufficiently active and healthy all 
day long, all years of your precious 
life. Unfortunately, modern anti-
healthy lifestyles have led us to 
this sorry past.

The good news however, is that 
heart disease could be prevented 
through adequate nutrition. 
Generally, for a healthy heart you 
should eat breakfast every day. 
Avoid frying and baking of food, 
instead steam them.

But first, let us understand 
important issues such as Normal 
Blood Pressure, hypertension (pre-
stages 1 and 2) and stroke.

 Normal blood pressure
The heart, which is the size of a 

clenched human fist is a muscular 
organ located at the left rib cage 
that pumps blood to other parts 
of the body. And this takes place 
as long as one lives; from the 
embryonic stage to the time of 
death.

It beats by contraction of the 
muscles to release blood through 
the arteries to all the living cells 
and relaxes to receive blood into 
it through the veins. As it does, 
both contraction and relaxation, it 
exerts some pressure on the artery 
and vein walls.

SYSTOLIC PRESSURE is the 
pressure exerted when the heart 
is contracting.

DIASTOLIC PRESSURE is 
that exerted by the heart while 
relaxing. Both are measured in 
millimeters mercury (mmHg).

Blood Pressure     Systolic      
Diastolic

Normal            <120          <80
Pre-Hypertension120-139 80-

89
Hypertension I 140-159     90-99
Hypertension II      ≥160          ≥100
There are usually no symptoms 

in the pre-hypertension stage. 
HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE (HBP) 
is therefore, a condition when the 
systolic blood pressure is over 140 
and diastolic is above 90.

Symptoms of HBP include: 
frequent headache, dizziness, 
tinnitus, blurred vision, confusion, 
fatigue, irregular heartbeat 
(palpitation), bleeding from the 
nose (episterxis), lack of sleep 
(insomnia), chest pain or heaviness 
of the heart (agina pectoris). Yet, 
all these warning signals may not 
be easily visible or common to the 
sufferers or victims.

That is why, it is called the 
SILENT KILLER.

There are two typ es of 
hypertension.

ESSENTIAL HYPERTENSION: 
which is  physiological  or 
hereditary in nature, and

SECONDARY HYPERTENSION 
which is organically caused as a 
result of diseases of some organs.

Causes of Hypertension:
These include family history; 

as it may be inherited, age, stress, 
psychological effects, diseases of 
some organs, diabetes, obesity, 
high salt diet and if there is history 
of stroke in the family.

 What is stroke?
Stroke or cardiovascular arrest 

(CVA) is the sudden death of the 
brain tissue, caused by lack of 
oxygen supply to it. This happens 
when there is regular interruption 
of blood supply to a portion of the 
brain. That portion of the brain so 
affected is called infarct.

The two ways that brain tissues 
can die are:

ISCHAEMIC CVA/STROKE 
– when there is a blockage or 
reduction of blood flow in an 
artery that feeds that area of the 
brain.

HAEMORRAHAGIC CVA/
STROKE – takes place when there 
is bleeding within and around the 
brain due to “arteriole rupture” 
or vascular accident causing 
compression and head trauma.

Bleeding within the brain 
tissue is known as intra-cerebral 
haemorrhage caused primarily 
by hypertension (high blood 
pressure).

Causes of stroke
These include:
Uncontrolled High Blood 

Pressure.
Heart disease such as mycardial 

infraction. 
Pericarditis.
Heaviness of heart or chest 

pain (Angina pectoris).
Fat deposit (arteriosclerosis).

 
Transient Ischaemic Attacks 

(TIAs) are brief attacks that last 
between a few minutes and a 
whole day but the victim recovers. 
They are caused by:

High blood cholesterol, high 
alcohol consumption, obesity, 
diabetes, cigarette smoking. 
Prolonged use of oral contraceptive 
and family history contribute to it.

Olive oil reduces the chances of 
cholesterol level. The presence of 
alpha-tocopherol in the oil helps in 
preventing blood arteries disorder.

 How to manage High Blood 
Pressure

 Regular exercise. Reduction 
of stress. Avoid too much intake 
of caffeine.

Quit smoking. Lose weight. 
Regular exercise such as brisk 
walking, cycling. Avoid table salt 
because of high content of sodium. 
Go for medical check-up and keep 
blood pressure diary.

 Dietary intervention
* Tomatoes are said to contain 

the highest amount of lycopene. 
They help to reduce the risk of 
heart attacks and stroke. So, eat 
tomatoes in salads.

* Eat a carrot everyday (boiled 
or steamed) to reduce your risk of 
stroke by more than 50 percent. 
You should include it in your 
diet, either in the form of juice or 
adding to vegetable soup.

Drink green tea as it is helps to 
lower your risk of heart disease by 
improving the health of the cells 
lining the blood vessels.

*Almonds are as rich in proteins 
as red meat per kilogramme. Eating 
an almond per day reduces the risk 
of heart attack by 50 percent.

* Three glasses of milk daily 
lead to 18 percent decreased risk 
of heart disease, according to the 
January 2011 edition of American 

Journal of Chemical Nutrition. 
Seventeen studies were conducted 
in Europe, USA, and Japan.

Ac c ording to Dr.  Cindy 
Schmeitzer, Technical Director, 
Global Dairy Platform, milk and 
dairy products are healthy foods 
loaded with naturally occurring 
nutrients such as calcium, 
potassium and of course, protein.    

 Nuts –
Contain anti-oxidants and 

healthy fats. They lower bad 
triglycerides but boost heart-
protecting High-Density Lipo 
Protein (HDL)

White Star Apple (Agbalumo)
Recent study by researchers 

at the Department of Biological 
Sciences, College of Science and 
Technology, Covenant University, 
Ogun State, show that it lowers 
blood sugar and cholesterol, 
preventing both heart disease 
and diabetes.

Wine:
Red wine contains reversterol 

that prevents clotting of blood. 
The four sub-classes found in 
wine are catechins (or flavan-3-
ols), flavonols, anthocyanins and 
tannins.

 Plenty of fruits, vegetables, 
beans, whole grains

All are rich in vital vitamins, 
minerals, fibre but low in sodium. 
Five servings of fruits a day reduce 
the risk of heart disease.

P l e n t y  o f  w a l k i n g  a n d 
relaxation/

Fish:
 Oily cold-water fish such as 

sardines, tuna and salmon are high 
in Omega-3 fatty acids.

Olive oil’s mono-unsaturated 
fat helps to lower the bad, low-
density lipo- protein (LDC).

The Lagos Tenancy Agreement and the Tenant’s goof!

Akhigbe Dominic Musa, 
Esq. /CEO,  PropertyLogic 
Incorporated/Business 
Coach &  Seminar Speaker/
Expert in Business & Property 
Law. / Email: propertylogic.
incorporated@gmail.com/www.
propertylogicincorporated.
com/+234-8034846284.
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L
aw to regulate 
rights and ob-
ligations un-
der tenancy 

agreements and the relationship 
between the landlord and the 
tenant including the procedure 
for recovery of premises and for 
connected purposes” was enacted 
on 5th August, 2011 and signed by 

the state governor on 24th August, 
2011. At the time before then, 
Lagos was a battle field where the 
strong survived and the weak died. 
Sorts of shenanigans were at play. 
We even had very ugly situations 
where tenants were arraigned by 
proxy and judgments obtained. 
The situation was ugly and very 
nauseating. Looking back; I would 
say it is a new day with some sense 
of caution.

Tenancy has become one of the 
most contentious in human record. 
A visit to any court in Nigeria 
would reveal that Tenancy disputes 
occupy enviable position in the 
day to day routine of the courts. 
One therefore, wonders if Tenancy 
Agreements have lost their useful-
ness or; parties have the penchants 
for setting aside the provisions of 
the Tenancy Agreement in favour 
of needless litigations. We however, 
discovered that parties to Tenancy 

contract barely take their time to 
study the Provisions of the Agree-
ment as prepared (by a lawyer in 
most cases) or seek professional 
interpretation of the provisions of 
the Agreements so made in respect 
of the Tenancy before appending 
same. In the cause of time, such in-
dolence rubs on their faces; where 
the situation is not properly man-
aged; parties rush to the courts to 
see interpretation.

We would extensively rely on 
the Lagos Tenancy Law in driving 
home our points here. The Lagos 
State Tenancy Law that came into 
force in August 2014 took very 
extensive look at the various grey 
areas that had hitherto provided 
ingredients for Tenancy Crises and 
made very robust effort at address-
ing those areas. For instance; the 
huge headache of paying two years 
rent by would-be tenants and re-
newal of same was decisively dealt 

with in Section 4 (1-5) of the Lagos 
Tenancy Law 2011. The provisions 
here are very explicitly clear. The 
bane has been the penchant by 
unprofessionally-minded persons 
to circumvent the law by taking ad-
vantage of its seeming dark points.

In 2016, a client called to inform 
me that he had just been given 
a SEVEN DAY NOTICE to vacate 
and deliver up possession of an 
Apartment he occupied on Lagos 
Mainland as a yearly tenant. He 
went further to remind me that; 
as a yearly tenant, he was entitled 
to SIX MONTHS notice should 
the Landlord intend to recover 
his premises. I told him I would be 
unable to make any comment on 
that till I see the Tenancy Agree-
ment he signed. A few hours later, 
he forwarded a soft copy of same 
to me. After going through the 
Agreement; I found out that he was 
actually on TERM CERTAIN. The 

Tenancy got determined by the Ef-
fluxion as provided for in Sections 
12, 13 & 26 of The Lagos Tenancy 
Act 2011. I called him back to inform 
him that the Landlord was in order. 
He was shocked.

 

“
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E
mployees are a critical 
component of any 
business. Successfully 
managing the human 

resource aspect of business 
can be important, even for 
very small businesses. After 
all, in a service economy, 
employees are part of the 
delivery of the product and 
service. Their performance, 
commitment and loyalty to 
the job are critical and can be 
boosted through successful 
HR management.

 Following rules and 
regulations - One of the im-
portant functions of a HR 
department is ensuring that 
the company is compliant 
with rules and regulations 
that impact all aspects of the 
employee relationships - from 
hiring, to safety, to benefit 
administration and through 
termination. Even very small 
companies - those with one 
to 14 employees - must be 
compliant with the existing 
labour laws, Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act (FLSA), the Immi-
gration Reform, Control Act, 
the Equal Pay Act and others.

 Effective hiring practices 
- A good hire is one whose 
skills, knowledge and abilities 
match well with the require-
ments of the job and the 
culture of the small business. 
HR management can benefit 
a small business through the 
development and administra-
tion of processes that can help 
to minimise the odds of a bad 
hire. In addition, the hiring 
process can be fraught with 
risk in terms of discrimina-

tion claims, inappropriate 
questions asked during the 
hiring process and even ref-
erence checking. The HR 
function can help to manage 
these risks.

 Benefit administration - 
While small companies may 
not be able to offer the depth 
or degree of benefits that 
larger companies can provide, 
there is still administration in-
volved. HR management can 
benefit a small business by do-
ing the research to determine 
which benefits can be pro-
vided most cost-effectively 
and managing the provision 
of those benefits, which often 
requires a great deal of admin-
istrative work and attention 
to detail. In addition, HR can 
benefit a company by being in 
tune with employees and the 
benefits that they value most. 

Training and develop-
ment - Training and develop-
ment is important in any firm, 
but small businesses may be 
surprised to find that it can 
be more critical for them, 
particularly in terms of cross-
training employees to cover 
more than one job function 
or task. HR management can 
benefit a small business not 
only by providing training for 
employees but by being aware 
of the many no-cost/low op-
tions that may be available.

 Employee recognition - 
Small businesses that don’t 
have large budgets can ben-
efit from HR management in 
terms of employee recogni-
tion programs and activities 
that provide value and keep 

How Human Resource management benefits small businesses (1)
employees engaged and 
committed to the job. Even 
simple things like a “thank 
you” program can generate 
results. Taking the time to ask 
employees what’s important 
to them and developing pro-
grams and activities to meet 
those needs can help mini-
mise turnover and absentee-
ism, both of which contribute 
to higher staffing costs.

 The role of Human Re-
sources in small business 
(What is Human Resources 
(HR))-

What is the role of human 
resources in your small busi-
ness: People are your most 
important resource in your 
business, you need to use ef-
fective HR strategic planning 
techniques and strategies to 
manage your resources and 
minimise human resources 
issues. As a small business 
owner or manager, the people 
you employ are of key to the 
success and sustainability 
of your business, and they 
are very important to your 
operations - you need to de-
velop them to support your 
business goals.

Many small businesses 
have less than five employees; 
and therefore they believe 
the role of human resources 
(HR) in their business is mi-
nor. However, even if you 
have only one employee, you 
need to understand what hu-
man resources is and how to 
effectively manage human 
resources in your business.

HR is actually very im-
portant in small businesses 

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka

IDEAS Exchange 
Consulting, Lagos.
     email - nwaodu.

lawrence@hotmail.co.uk
     Cell:   07066375847.
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because of the significant 
impact one or a few employ-
ees can have on the business. 
And if you have more than 
five employees, you need 
to develop a fairly compre-
hensive human resources 
program; using HR strategic 
planning techniques and 
building those techniques 
and strategies into your over-
all business plan and opera-
tions.

 What is Human Resourc-
es (A Definition of Human 
Resources) - All businesses 
require resources to execute 
their business operations 
plan (those resources are 
most often related to equip-
ment, software, people, prod-
ucts or services). Human 
resources is the specific re-
sources category of people 
who help you operate and 
run your business.

Blessing of recession

A 
lot of noise has 
been made in 
Nigeria about 
R E C E S S I O N . 
The media is ea-

ger to broadcast the crippling 
effect of it on Nigerians. And 
to corroborate the authentic-
ity of their claims, hardly 
would you see it not being 
mentioned in every business 
transaction or talk show.

Today, we see more job 
losses, state governments 
unable to pay workers for 
months and families starv-
ing all because of recession. 
For a lot of people recession 
is so real and tangible. People 
are blaming it on the govern-
ment and corrupt politicians 
for not salvaging the situation 
ahead of time. As a result 
many are angry and turning 
to crime. As catastrophic as 

this situation may appear, this 
RECESSION could really be a 
BLESSING in disguise.

Something must be wrong 
somewhere. We were created 
by God to dominate, rule and 
reign here on earth. But why 
did we suddenly become 
fearful and intimidated in the 
face of circumstances, rather 
than be excited and elated. 
Recession is supposed to be 
at our mercy not the other 
way round. Why is it that two 
able-bodied beings are not 
able to cater for their homes 
just in the name of recession? 
Situations like these are only 
common amongst the elite 
and the supposedly educated. 
How did we get here?

Wrong programming 
brought us to this level, it 
took initiative out of us and 
left us deluded and confused. 
If I am not mistaken, there is 
a subtle interpretation of this 
recession to be FAMINE! 

C’mon, there is no correla-
tion in our case in Nigeria. 
FAMINE and RECESSION 
are two completely different 
situations; they are two paral-
lel lines that can never meet. I 
am yet to see where rain had 
not fallen for three years like 
the time of Ahab and Elijah in 
Nigeria. I am yet to see where 
land is dried up in Nigeria 

to the extent that and noth-
ing you put in it grows. The 
news media is yet to record 
near-situation of what hap-
pened in the land of Samaria 
where human beings started 
to eat fellow humans. How 
on earth would anyone ever 
imagine that recession has 
come to Nigeria, let alone 
wipe us out? I beg to disagree; 
this recession is a BLESSING 
in disguise.

Farmers and traders 
are too primitive and unin-
formed to understand the 
meaning of recession. Their 
hopes and expectations have 
never been on anyone or any 
government. Their arms are 
their relatives, their shoul-
ders their kinsmen. All their 
lives they have known the 
dignity of labour without 
being ashamed. Their lack 
of polished English does not 
take food away from their 
table; their unkempt appear-
ance has not stopped them 
from having a roof over their 
heads. Many uneducated 
traders have been smart and 
innovative enough to switch 
to available substitutes and 
are still in business.

I am eternally grateful to 
God that recession knocked 
on the door of Nigeria. Unless 
there is a great shock, a rude 

awakening, the tendency is 
for us to think that we are 
better off without reces-
sion. With this recession, 
the economy of Nigeria will 
never remain the same again. 
Due to recession, brains that 
were long dead as a result of 
inactivity will receive life 
and function correctly as 
designed, and do things dif-
ferently. With this recession 
there would be widespread 
revival in all of our indus-
tries, factories will spring up 
everywhere, farmers will 
smile and labourers will re-
joice. All hands will be on 
deck to revive the economy. 
In all truth, this recession is 
a BLESSING. Except we are 
stared in the face like this 
we may never discover that 
there is more to you and I. 
The moment we come to this 
realisation and we function 
in it, our world would never 
remain the same again. So 
Nigerians, rejoice and be glad 
for your set time has come, 
the time to favour you has 
come, the time of RECES-
SION. Key into it and enjoy 
untold level of manifestation 
that you never dreamt pos-
sible. As you walk in this light 
of monumental possibilities 
and opportunities, remain 
BLESSED.

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

spIRITonomIcs Cultivating a refined 
personality (III)

(Excerpt from The Art of 
Refinement by Mavi Isibor)

Mavi Sokia Isibor- The 
Etiquette Icon is the Author 
of The Art of Refinement, Ni-
geria’s first resource material 
on Etiquette. She is also Group 
CEO of Poise Nigeria Limited, 
Nigeria’s premier and fore-
most Personality and Image 
branding consultancy firm.

For comments, questions 
and contributions, kindly send 
a mail to msi@poisenigeria.org

 

show respect

O
ne attitude that was 
prevalent while I 
was in secondary 
school was if a girl 

didn’t like a young man mak-
ing approaches at her through 
letter writing as was the mode 
in those days…… remember 
the days of you are the only 
sugar in my tea, fly buzzing 
around my ears, coconut in 
my garri[1], Cabin biscuit in 
my milk, etc that was the 
tone of love letters in those 
good old days. If a girl did not 
fancy the young man, she 
would write back in a very 
caustic & rude manner using 
phrases like go and wash your 
mouth before you talk to me. 
You are too small to talk to 
me: tell your older brother 
to come to me instead. And 
then if the thought of him is 
most irritating and annoying, 
the young lady will not only 
write this missive on toilet 
roll but will also add a dead 
cockroach to the envelope 
addressed to the young man. 
This height of rudeness and 
incivility was completely un-
acceptable to mu mum. Never 
were any of her children (not 
the male or female) allowed 
the liberty to be uncivil in any 
form to anyone. Her mantra 
was you never know tomor-
row courtesy is a way of life 
courtesy is an attitude. It isn’t 
situational.

 Albert Einstein, one of 
the brightest, most celebrat-
ed men to ever walk this 
earth had this to say when he 
was asked about his relation-
ships with others: “I speak to 
everyone in the same way, 
whether he is the garbage 
man or the president of the 
university.”  That is respect.  
Respect is not eye-service, or 
ingratiation in any form. It is 
genuine regard for the feel-
ings, wishes, or rights of oth-
ers, whether the fellow is the 
president of the nation or the 
cleaner. When I teach this 
concept in my classes, a lot 
of the participants clamour 
that it is not possible to treat 
everybody equally. Their 
argument is usually that we 
must respect the office of a 
person and give such one 
extra respect. Is there such a 
thing as extra respect?  Let’s 
assume that there is. If this 
is the case, who then should 
receive the extra respect? I 
believe that every human 
being deserves equal respect 
in the most basic definition of 
the word. And if there is to be 
a difference in the show of 
respect to someone holding 
a public office, it should be 
done in accordance with the 
rules of protocol. So if pro-
tocol demands that we rise 
when the president walks 
in, then we should. Anything 
other than that would be 
ingratiation, bootlicking and 
unwarranted subservience.  

Respect therefore means to 
have regard for the feelings, 
wishes and rights of other 
human beings.  Why would 
we pamper or prioritise the 
feelings of a wealthy person 
over that of a less wealthy 
person? The answer is obvi-
ous, even though we may 
choose to ignore it:  we do this 
to win their favour. If this is 
the case, what does that say 
about our character? I leave 
the answer to you.

A truly refined person 
shows respect and consider-
ation for others. He acknowl-
edges the presence and value 
of everyone, whether small 
or great, he is careful about 
the feelings of others. For 
example: when he interjects 
two conversationalists, he 
apologises and makes his 
interruption as brief as pos-
sible.He acknowledges oth-
ers in a room even though 
he is interested in only one 
person.He shows apprecia-
tion for a job well done by his 
house keeper even when he 
is the one calling the shots. 
He thanks the danfo driver 
or his conductor or the taxi 
man as he alights from the 
vehicle.He takes care of his 
driver when he is out on 
lengthy meetings or when he 
travels with them. A simple 
“Hello” or “Good afternoon” is 
the most basic and meaning-
ful conferral of honour on 
others regardless of status. 
We must never play power 
games with others, and one 
of the most common ways 
we do this is to play the game 
of invisibility.  Whether rich 
or poor, we must never walk 
past someone and pretend 
like we did not see them; 
neither must we wait to be 
greeted first. In Nigeria we 
have a respect culture that 
I consider overly oppres-
sive. There is an unwritten 
code that says that the junior 
must greet the senior first. 
This is good and respect-
able no doubt, but I believe 
firmly that we must not be 
comfortable ignoring oth-
ers and waiting for them to 
greet first because they are 
younger than us or junior 
to us in rank. Rudeness is 
a weak man’s imitation of 
strength. It takes strength 
of character and loads of 
confidence to extend the 
first greeting to someone we 
consider our subordinate, 
yet, this is a powerful indi-
cation of refinement. There 
is overwhelming evidence 
that the higher the level of 
self-esteem, the more likely 
one will be to treat others 
with respect, kindness, and 
generosity.Snobbery on the 
other hand, announces that 
one is mean spirited and small 
minded.

 

Mavi Isibor
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T
he public relations 
(PR) industry is 
growing, and not 
only is it profitable, 
but it’s also optimis-

tic about this profitability de-
spite profit margins being un-
der pressure and clients being 
more demanding.

This optimism is global de-
spite the industry being at dif-
ferent stages of development 
around the world. The United 
Kingdom (UK) is the most op-
timistic country, with Latin 
America the least.

These are some of the find-
ings presented by Francois 
Ingham, director general, Pub-
lic Relations and Communica-
tions Association (PRCA), chief 
executive, International Com-
munications Consultancy Or-
ganisation (ICCO) and master, 
The Company of Public Rela-
tions Practitioners at the Na-
tional Prisa Conference held at 
the Indaba Hotel in Fourways 

recently.
This optimism, profitability 

and growth is because of three 
key drivers:

Firstly, corporate reputation 
is increasingly valued by com-
panies – take, for example, the 
United Airlines incident.

Secondly, market spend is 
moving from other sources to 
PR. “We have been experienc-
ing this since the 2008 financial 
crash, with clients nervous to 
spend money,” he explains, add-
ing that despite the crash and 

the recession, PR has grown 
10% every 10 years in the UK. 

“Thirdly, we are seeing the 
merging of services and PR 
firms offering non-traditional 
services. The number of people 
working in the UK in PR has 
grown from 60,000 to 80,000, 
but this is because of their job 
descriptions changing and now 
including PR or elements of 
PR.” 

The areas of expertise that 
are growing are digital and on-
line offerings followed by cor-

PR is optimistic, profitable and growing
porate relations and then mar-
keting communications and 
public affairs or government 
relations. “All over the world, 
including Africa, digital or on-
line is the biggest growth area. 
However, while the industry is 
being led by social media, glob-
ally it still suffers from a skills 
gap in this area.” 

Last year growth came from 
the technology, consumer 
products, healthcare and finan-
cial professional services sec-
tors.

The biggest issue that all 
PR industries grapple with 
globally is staff retention. 
“This could be because we 
do not pay enough to attract 
the type of people we want 
out of university and this, 
in turn, is influenced by the 
fact that we do not charge 
enough because we do not 
believe in the value of what 
we do,” he says. 

“We must ask, ‘What is hold-
ing back recruitment?’ Is it ex-
pected salary levels, a lack of 
transferrable skills or a lack of 

interest for potential recruits? I 
would say if you get an intern, 
pay them!” 

In conclusion, he was upbeat 
about PR today and in the fu-
ture. “We are blessed to work 
in a vibrant industry of the 
future, that is powerful now 
and will get more powerful. It 
is growing in every region of 
world and strongly with CEOs 
increasingly appreciating our 
work. PR is no longer an after-
thought, but is increasingly be-
ing placed at the beginning and 
not the end of the process, and 
at the heart of the company or 
brand’s strategy”. 

What needs to happen now, 
he says, is for us to strike a hap-
py medium between where 
our digital work can sit with 
our traditional media relations. 
“It is a fallacy that media rela-
tions are dying. There is always 
room for PR. PR is not dead; it is 
well and alive.”  He foresees the 
growth of the last 20 years lead-
ing to an even more vibrant PR 
community. 

Culled from Bizcommunity

 Danette BreitenBach

Startimes entertains fans, 
broadcasts live Lazio, inter 
Milan encounter today 

E
ntertainment is un-
derscored this week-
end as Italian football 
giants, Lazio and In-

ter Milan, are set to clash at 
the Stadio Olimpico in Rome  
in a game seen as one of the 
season’s good bye games as 
both teams are more in the 
contention for the league 
trophy.

Though Lazio’s bid to 
crash into the Champions 
League places was thwarted 
on Saturday, the coach, Inza-
ghi remains confident of a 
good performance coming 
Sunday as a win for Lazio 
will boost its moral for the 
Europa championship. It 
currently is in the fourth 
position, but not so for Inter, 
as its lacklustre performance 
this season has seen it wad-
dling in the seventh to ninth 
positions.

The trouble for Inter Milan 
was however compounded 
as its hardcore fans walked 
out of the San Siro as their 
team lost 2-1 to Sassuolo on 
Sunday, “saying they were 
going to have lunch”. It was 
their fourth defeat in a row 
and has not won any of their 
last eight matches.

Despite not in contention 
for the league title and UEFA 

Championship, rivals are 
rivals, and come Sunday we 
are hoping for an exciting 
match from this two teams.

StarTimes has assured 
football viewers can en-
joy the best of the German 
Bundesliga and other thrill-
ing sporting actions on its 
World Football Channels 
244 and 254 by 7:45pm  Sun-
day.

Speaking on these com-
ing sporting actions, Act-
ing Brand and Marketing 
Director, StarTimes, Qasim 
Elegbede in a statement said 
StarTimes remains com-
mitment to delivering qual-
ity sporting content to its 

subscribers. “Quality sport-
ing content was the reason 
behind the acquisitions of 
sporting rights like the Serie 
A, Bundesliga, French Ligue 
1, Chinese Super League, 
Eredivisie and recently, the 
2018 FIFA World Cup in over 
48 territories in Africa.

He said StarTimes will be 
showcasing the best of Ital-
ian Serie A football live from 
the various match centres to 
the screens of our custom-
ers with the Lazio and Inter 
clash as one of the biggest at 
the Stadio Olimpica.  “We are 
confident that soccer fans 
will enjoy every moment of 
the game”, Elegbede noted.

natures Gentle touch hair institute 
marks national appreciation Day

N
igeria’s premier 
hair institute, Na-
ture’s Gentle Touch 
Hair Institute cel-

ebrated its hairstylists  dur-
ing the  National Hairstylists 
Appreciation Day marked 
recently.

The annual event cele-
brates the important role of 
hair and hairstylists and this 
event took place on the 30th 
of April 2017 at the Nature’s 
Gentle Touch Institute prem-
ises on Victoria Island, Lagos.

The first of its kind in the 
history of the Nigerian beau-
ty industry, the institute held 
a one-week long event to ap-
preciate its hairstylists as well 
as current students of the in-
stitute including hairstylists 
who have already graduated.

Natures Gentle Touch Hair 
Institute prides itself in an 
inductive knowledge-sharing 
approach in hair care and 
hairstyling while rendering 
top-notch hair services to its 
customers.

In a statement, one of the 
awardees, Babatunde Ad-
ekoya, who emerged the Most 
Professional Hair Technician, 
said: “I feel motivated because 
my hard work has been re-
warded with the award of the 
most professional hair techni-
cian and I will only get better 
by aiming for excellence all 
the time.”

He added: “Passing through 
Natures Gentle Touch hair in-

stitute gave me confidence, 
and the courage to carry 
myself artfully behind the 
chair. Being a hairstylist is 
about connecting with people 
on a physical and emotional 
level. It’s using art and talent 
to create a look that not only 
looks good on the outside, but 
makes the client feel the same 
way on the inside.”

Also speaking, Odebode 
Oluwasegun, who clinched 
the award of the Most Dedi-
cated Hair Technician, said: 
“I have been with Natures 
Gentle Touch Hair Institute 
since November 2011. Under-
going training at the Institute 
was a great privilege for me 
as I have acquired technical 
and professional skills to ef-
fectively and diligently serve 
my clients.

“I have also mastered the 
tactics involved in encourag-
ing people (especially Nigeri-
ans) to groom and maintain 
healthy hair. I thank the 
company for organizing the 
National hairstylist apprecia-
tion day, this is an encourage-
ment to hairstylists as the 
event made us know that we 
are valued and held in high 
esteem by the management.”

The event was graced by 
some of the members of man-
agement of the brand and 
other members of staff with 
all the institute’s hairstylists, 
enrolled students and gradu-
ated students.
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ROTI soars in viewership
...ignites emotions, debates

F
rom the mo-
ment the cin-
ema screen 
b e a m e d 
with colorful 

light and action from the 
first scene of the movie, 
there was dead silence 
in Genesis Cinema in 
Maryland, Lagos. The 
viewers who came for 
the private screening 
of ROTI, a psychological 
thriller, by Kunle Afo-
layan, were emotional to 
say the least.

The silence in the cin-
ema hall was sustained 
as the viewers pains-
takingly watched the 
psychological limits and 
endurance of a couple; 
Kabiru and Diane played 
by Kunle Afolayan and 
Kate Henshaw, being 
stretched after losing 
their son called ROTI to 
a brief illness.

Five years after his 
death, Diane sees an ex-
act replica of her dead 
son walking leisurely 
home from a different 
school and living an 
entirely different life. 
The emotional ramifica-
tions of the experience 
become near damning 
for her and confusing 
for her husband.  But it 
drew sympathy for the 
couple from the viewers 
all through the movie.

The movie features 
Damisire Afolayan, a child 
actor and son of Kunle 
Afolayan who played 
ROTI. The child actor lived 
up to the expectations of 
the viewers with as excel-
lent performance.

Watching Damisire 
play the title character of 
ROTI truly makes one to 
ask for more. He shows 
that creativity runs in 
their family.

Of course, the com-
bination of Toyin Oshi-

naike/Faithia Balogun as 
couple is another high-
light of the movie. The 
two Nollywood veteran 
actors were perfect cou-
ple whose roles added to 
the emotional torments 
of Kabiru and especially 
his wife Diane. A typical 
scene was when Faithia 
labeled Kate Henshaw a 
child kidnaper, human 
trafficker, witch, thief 
among other derogatory 
names. Oshinaike also 
asked Diane out of his 
house when she visited 
to offer one of her nu-
merous gifts to Juwon, 
their son who is a replica 
of Diane’s dead son.

Beyond that, Oshi-

to solely entertain, but 
to raise curiosity about 
African myths, engage 
viewers on debate, edu-
cate, and inform as well. 
I want people to rethink 
if reincarnation exists, 
do people really come in 
twos, come back to life 
somewhere and others”, 
Afolayan explained.

Afolayan disclosed 
further that the com-
mercial success of a film 
depends on prime slots 
in cinemas, timing, posi-
tioning, the filmmaker, 
distributors, promotions 
among others, and that a 
film should run at least 
four weeks in the cin-
ema in order to make 
the needed impact-wide 
viewership and com-
mercial success.

ROTI is one of the three 
movies made by Kunle 
Afolayan and sponsored 
by Africa Magic. The 
other two movies are 
‘Omugwo’ and ‘Tribunal’.

Besides the Genesis 
Cinema private screen-
ing, which was spon-
sored by Blue Pictures, 
the distributors of the 
movie, ROTI was recent-
ly premiered Filmhouse, 
IMAX Cinema, Lekki, 
Lagos, for a VIP audience 
as part of the Lagos @ 50 
celebrations.

naike played his role as 
the street-credible hus-
band who uses slangs 
and comic relief to effect 
while Balogun excel-
lently delivered her role 
as a petty trader.

However, the emo-
tion filled movie also 
paraded beautiful plots. 
The scenes where Roti 
was being rushed to 
the clinic, where Fai-
thia Balogun abuses Kate 
Henshaw and sells her 
groundnuts, several of 
the weeping scenes by 
Kate Henshaw were 
very plausible and can 
easily relate to real live 
situations.

As well, the earlier 

consolation and con-
viction by her mother-
in-law that ROTI will 
come back to her,  re-
sulted in Diane’s strong 
attachment to Juwon, 
the replica of ROTI, while 
emphasizing on African 
myths particularly rein-
carnation.

Speaking after the pri-
vate screening, Kunle 
Afolayan said he made 
the film to raise people’s 
curiosity and to rekindle 
debate on some African 
mythology such as rein-
carnation, which he did 
not believe in as a char-
acter in the movie but 
believes as an African.

“I made the film not 
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Fela joins Hard Rock collection 20 years later
…as Femi, Seun Kuti perform live

Security Summit seeks safer community
...as participants commend police security efforts

Six top artistes thrill Calabar residents at Glo music tour

T
he costumes of Fela 
Anikulapo-Kuti, late 
Afrobeat maestro, will 
take a  f itt ing plac e 
among other world 

music greats on the renowned 
Hardrock Cafe Music Me Memo-
rabilia Collection.

Yeni, Femi and Seun Kuti, the 
singer’s famous children, will 
hand over costumes worn by Fela, 
including pieces of clothing and 
shoes to representatives of Hard 
Rock International in Lagos.

Coinciding with the 20th anni-
versary of Fela’s death, a two-part 
ceremony is slated for Thursday, 
May 25 at Hardrock Café Lagos. 
It begins by 3pm with an induc-
tion ceremony to be witnessed by 
late Fela’s friends, entertainment 
bigwigs and corporate Nigeria.  
The ceremony will climax by 7pm 
when Femi Kuti with his Positive 
Force band and Seun Kuti with his 
Egypt 80 band hit the stage for a 
pulsating power-packed night of 
Afrobeat music.

One the major highlights of the 
induction will be the release of 
a new song dedicated to the late 
Afrobeat maestro by Lekan Baba-
lola, two-time Grammy Award-
winning artiste. The song entitled 
‘Mr. Lakaye’ (Tribute to Ogun) is 
produced by Will Angelero (New 
York - UK based producer) and 
co-produced by Lekan Babalola. 
In addition, sensational artist, Fola 
David will do a live speed-painting 
of Fela on stage.

Also to be donated are original 

Residents of Calabar and envi-
rons last Saturday savoured 
the Glo Mega Music Nation-

wide Tour, Nigeria’s biggest musical 
concert, as half a dozen top artistes 
took turns to thrill attendees for 
hours with the duo of Kiss Daniel 
and Mad Over You exponent, Run-
town, exceptional in their perfor-
mances.

The Calabar Cultural Centre, ven-
ue of the show, had in attendance 
top celebrities including; Lynda 
Ayade, First Lady of Cross River 
State, Edem Duke, former Minister 
for Arts, Culture and Tourism, Asu 
Okang, Cross River State Commis-
sioner for Youths and Sports, Patrick 
Ugbe, chief executive officer, Hit FM 
Calabar, Chuma Mgbojikwe, general 
manager, Transcorp Hotels, Calabar, 
and Adaku, his wife, officials of 
CUSO International Organisation, 
a Non-Governmental Organisation, 
Richard Khawaja, Ginette Potentier 
and Akvia Repiakion among others.

The Calabar edition of the show, 
which was anchored by Juliet 
Ibrahim and Mercy Johnson Oko-
jie, two Nollywood icons, with the 
trio of Nollywood legends, Victor 
Osuagwu, Richard Mofe-Damijo, 
RMD and Patience Ozokwor, mak-
ing celebrity guest appearances, 
featured five A-Listers such as Di’ja, 
Omawumi, Kiss Daniel, Runtown 
and Timaya. Katch, a fast rising hip 
hop music star also performed.

Local artistes based in Calabar 
opened the show with beautiful per-

evergreen album covers whose 
designer, veteran artist, Lemi 
Gharioku will also be in atten-
dance. Lemi is known for listening 
to and digesting Fela’s music, then 
expressing his reaction in Fela’s al-
bum cover design.  Lemi designed 
over 26 Fela album covers.

Residents and stakeholders 
in security in Anthony Vil-
lage in Lagos State convened 

recently in a summit aimed at 
brainstorming and seeking greater 
partnership between the police 
and the community to guarantee 
effective security in the area.

The summit, which held on the 
theme: ‘Partnering for a Safer 
and More Serene and Secure 
Community’, at Banex Hotels and 
Suites, Anthony Village, provided 
a platform for the police, business 
owners, artisans and the Commu-
nity Development Association to 
rub minds on security issues and 
proffer solutions.

Present at the summit were; 
Christopher Kolade, former Nige-
ria High Commissioner to Britain, 
who served as guest chairman, 
ACP Dankwando, Area Com-
mander of Nigeria Police, Ogudu, 
Rev. Dr. Victor Mbamisi, chairman, 
Banex Group, Ogujirin Olalekan, 
chairman, Anthony Village CDA, 
District Police Offer in Charge of 
Anthony Village, among others.

In his speech, Dr. Christopher 
Kolade, stressed the importance 
of police-community relations in a 
community for a cordial relation-
ship between the police and the 
people for crime prevention and 
control.

For him, “If we want to partner 
for a safer, serene and secure 
community, we must have the 
spirit of communal partnership.” 
He advised that as a society it 
important to know the identity of 
people living in our communities 
as obedience to law and order are 
must for a secure nation. Kolade 
commended the conveners of the 

The Hard Rock Café induction is 
being put together by foremost tal-
ent agency, Temple Management 
Company (TMC) after brokering a 
similar donation last year by juju 
maestro King Sunny Ade (KSA), as 
well as, staging the much-talked 
about Sunny On Sunday concert. 

summit for their initiative, saying 
it was timely.

On his part, ACP Dankwara, 
commended the CDA in Anthony 
Village, which is under his com-
mand for its proactive security 
measures that has culminated in 
considerable peace in the area. The 
Ogudu Area Commander told the 
summit that many crimes com-
mitted in some communities are 
carried out by criminals who live 
outside that community.

He asked people to provide 
useful information that would 
aid the police to detect crime and 
nip it, but lamented the poor at-
titude of people in cooperating 
with the force. “The Police is your 
friend.  We need you to give us 
good information to crackdown 
crime but unfortunately you don’t 
cooperate.”

ACP Dankwara, however, iden-
tified poverty and unemployment 
as major causes of the high crime 
rate in the country assuring that 
the government was solving the 
problems.

The senior police offer admon-
ished people to be weary by profil-
ing the kind of domestic workers 
they employ for the security of 
their children and properties as 
some house-maids, drivers and 
guards are security risks.

A panel of discussion was consti-
tuted to x-ray the causes of secu-
rity collapse in many communities 
in Lagos, the attitude of the police 
toward people and effective ways 
to tackle insecurity in the state. 
The panel was interactive as it 
gave participants the opportunity 
to ask questions on issues that 
bothered on security.

formances, which drew appreciative 
applause from the crowd. They were 
followed by entertaining dancing 
competitions in the male and female 
categories and the first major act of 
the night was Katch.

Marvin Records female vocalist, 
Di’Ja’s appearance on stage was al-
luring and her performance electri-
fying as she increased the tempo of 
the show and by the time she ended 
her performance with her latest 
track, “One Talk”, Di’Ja remained the 
butt of discussions.

The legendary afro-wearing 
Itshekiri-b orn hip-hop singer, 
Omawumi, was next and she wowed 
attendees with a combo of her sono-
rous voice and stage crafty as she 
rendered track after track from Love 
Wan Tintin to other hits such as 
Megbele, If You Ask Me and kokoma 
and Bonsue.

Quintessential ladies man, Kiss 
Daniel, took the stage after Omawu-
mi and increased the tempo of the 
show and dazzled with tracks from 
his New Era album. His Mama, 

Gbese, No Be You I Carry Come hit 
tracks which transformed the hall 
into a big party. His sterling act was 
complemented by his resourceful 
dancers who gave pulsating Ati-
logwu like acrobatic displays. Kiss 
Daniel then lived up to his name 
by inviting a lady onstage and per-
formed his most popular track, Woju 
O, while kneeling down in a mock 
proposal to his quarry.

The next act, the master of dance-
hall, Runtown, was wholesome as 
his Mad Over You track threw the 

crowd into a frenzy  as he thrilled 
them with Walahitalahi, Bend 
Down, Superwoman, Babaynanso, 
Fijogbowo and on popular demand, 
ended with Mad Over You. 

The show reached its climax 
when theEgberi Papa 1 of Bayelsa, 
Timaya took the stage with his Ba-
balawo Power signature tune. The 
Ogologoma m aster finetuned the 
already charged audience with 
Ukwu, Call Me Timaya, Shake your 
Bombom, I Concurand Money No 
Dey. Timaya seasoned his perfor-
mance with intermittent prayers 
and praise songs to give the night of 
fun a divine touch.

Reviewing the show, Victor Os-
uagwu, averred that “only Globacom 
could have done this. I am not saying 
this for fun, Globacom truly loves 
this country and you can see how 
happy the people are. God bless 
Globacom”.

On her part, Gift Ekpe, a student 
of University of Calabar, said, “This 
is one of the best shows I have 
attended and I had fun. I am also 
looking forward to the comedy leg 
of the show and I promise myself, I 
will not miss it”.

The next edition of the Glo Mega 
Music Nationwide Tour takes place 
this Sunday May 21, 2017 in the Gar-
den City of Port Harcourt and Glo 
subscribers interested in watching 
the show are expected to recharge 
and use up to N2, 000 credit within 
a month and text “MUSIC P HA-
ROURT” to a short code 240.
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Nigeria sets to engage in cultural 
diplomacy with South Africa

Obesere, Malaika, others spice Lagos International 
Jazz Festival Lagos@50 Special Edition

Inspiro productions organizers of 
the annual Lagos International 
Jazz festival (LIJF) pulled off 

another feat not only by parad-
ing over 50 musicians on their 
stage but also by the inclusion to 
their line-up with two of Nigeria’s 
indigenous music heavyweights 
of the Fuji genre, paramount king 
of fuji Obesere and Fuji superstar 
Malaika. The three day event was 
part of celebrations to mark the 
50th anniversary of Lagos at the 
festival themed 505050JAZZ La-
gos@50 special edition.

The event was planned to cli-
max at the end of The April Jazz 
Appreciation Month (JAM) which 
happened to be on April 30th 
International Jazz Day celebrated 
worldwide. Prior to the main festi-
val, three Jazz Appreciation Month 
(JAM) session events and three 
empowerment workshops were 
conducted at various venues in the 
city including the SPAN Academy 
of Jazz & Contemporary Music, The 
Posh Renaissance Hotel GRA Ikeja, 
Southpaw Lounge Gbagada, and 
Industry Nite at The Spice Route 
Victoria Island, Lagos. The festival 
was also committed to raise funds 
to support two charities namely; 
The Down Syndrome Nigeria 
Foundation and Sesor Foundation 

for Internally Displaced Persons.
The main festival was held at the 

Freedom Park, Lagos Island and 
kicked off on April 28, 2017 with 
exciting performances from jazz 
and jazz related artistes like master 
percussionist Samson Iroko, fellow 
of London School of Music, saxo-
phonist Olumide Shobowale, soft 
rock and alternative music guitarist 
Nathmac, Piano Duke, master bass-
ists duo D-Bass and Joshua Fashina, 
Ajaga Master Ade Piper, Clintonic 
the violinist, Celeste, Wole Jesu-
tomi and trumpeter Jesse Ibidun. 
Day two of the festival fielded 
artistes like afro gospel sensation 

Kenny Kore, ace saxophonist Do-
tun Dina, afro-highlife trombonist 
Femi Slide, Nathan, Oluchi, mul-
tiple percussionist Aje Band and 
saxophonist Justin Ige.   The third 
day and grand finale of the festival 
was well attended, and lived up to 
its billings with an array of acts 
which included the Organic Jazz 
Band, Bass Master Bright Gain fea-
turing Jojo Body Beats, Afrocentric 
musician Elfreda, dynamic afro-
beat/highlife multi instrumentalist 
Seun Olota, Ken Baze, Damilare 
Sax, afro-jazz/highlife guitarist 
Adeh and the delectable Moyeen. 
The audience were in ecstasy 

when the paramount King of Fuji 
Music Obesere mounted the stage 
about 11pm. For over an hour he 
thrilled the crowd with hits from 
his repertoire over the years which 
surprisingly had generality of the 
crowd sing and dance to. As his per-
formance ended, the fuji superstar 
Malaika and his orchestra of native 
percussions and other musicians got 
onstage to close the festival. His was 
a superlative performance and mag-
nificent crowning of the three-day 
505050JAZZ Lagos@50 Special edi-
tion of the festival. Also during the 
event and in a rare display of solidar-
ity the LIJF founder Ayoola Sadare 
welcomed on stage the founder of 
Satchmo Jazz  Dolapo Ajayi who had 
just organized an international jazz 
day event at Othello’s lounge in the 
city. PMAN national president Pretty 
Okafor also mounted the stage to 
give his brief goodwill message to 
the audience and organisers.

When asked why the choice 
and addition of indigenous artistes 
especially the fuji musicians to this 
year’s line-up, festival director 
and LIJF founder Ayoola Sadare 
said, “We decided to look inwards 
to recognize and honour our own 
indigenous music and musicians 
that are making marks no matter 
the genre. The likes of fuji, apala, 

sakara, juju, afrobeat, highlife and 
others are our own jazz or what 
we have termed NAIJAZZ. Other 
countries celebrate their musicians 
on their stages and we shouldn’t be 
the exception.” 

Sadare further stated, “As a tour-
ism based international event, we 
are developing a tourism and cul-
tural offering that visitors can’t get 
anywhere in the world except on 
our stage. As the festival progresses 
hereafter we hope to be able to 
add more of our rich cultural and 
indigenous genres from all part of 
the country to the offering so that 
international patrons who should 
form a large part of our audience 
can experience and enjoy our own 
blend of contemporary indigenous 
music. The Jazz component will 
not be removed but complemented 
with these various genres. It’s dy-
namic, innovative and of course 
relevant. It also allows the music to 
reach other audiences. Many col-
laborations and partnerships have 
already been formed from this 
festival and we are satisfied”. The 
LIJF 505050JAZZ Lagos@50 Spe-
cial Edition festival was supported 
by Helping Hands International, 
PMAN, Freedom Park, Megaplux-
global, Configure Systems, Efizzi 
Worldwide and Ultrasight. 

L
ai Mohammed, minister 
of Information and Cul-
ture, has said Nigeria 
will deploy ‘cultural di-
plomacy’ as an effective 

tool to put an end to the incessant 
xenophobic attacks on Nigerians 
in South Africa.

“Nigeria is keen to work with 
South Africa to put an end to 
these attacks, deploying the soft 
power of ‘cultural diplomacy’, 
which is widely regarded as an 
effective tool in this regard,” Mo-
hammed said in Abuja recently 
when he received Lulu Mnguni, 
South African High Commis-
sioner to Nigeria, on a courtesy 
visit to his office.

He said relevant parastatals, 
including the National Council 
for Arts and Culture, the Nige-
rian Tourism Development Cor-
poration and the Nigerian Film 
Corporation, will soon embark 
on a series of activities in South 
Africa to further strengthen the 
understanding between Nigeri-
ans and South Africans.

These activities, according to 
Mohammed, include joint musi-
cal concerts, co-production in 
the area of films, visit of popular 
Nollywood stars to South Africa 
as part of a Nigerian delegation 
going on a confidence-building 
trip, exhibitions featuring Nige-
rian delicacies to be entitled ‘’A 
Taste of Nigeria’’ and a Town Hall 
Meeting for Nigerians resident 

in South Africa, with a view to 
encouraging dialogue on the way 
forward, especially in their rela-
tionship with their hosts.

“These activities, and many 
more, which we are working 
on as I speak, will kick off in the 
weeks ahead, and will not be a 
one-off event.

W h i l e  t h e  d i p l o m at s  d o 
their own thing to continue to 
strengthen bilateral relations 
between our two countries, we at 
the Ministry of Information and 
Cultural will deploy, and ensure 
the sustenance of cultural diplo-
macy in order to make it more 
effective in bringing our peoples 
together”, he said.

The Minister stressed the need 
to build people-to-people rela-
tions, with a view to strengthen-
ing the understanding between 
the peoples of the two foremost 
African nations and stemming 
the tide of xenophobia.

“Therefore, what we are kick-
starting today, with the visit of 
Your Excellency, will have rami-
fications far beyond the shores 
of Nigeria and South Africa. For 
long, Nigerians have treated 
South Africans as their brothers 
and sisters. Over 120 South Af-
rican companies, perhaps more 
than those of any other African 
country, are doing business in 
Nigeria, thousands of Nigerians 
regularly travel to South Africa 
for business and leisure, and - 

historically – Nigeria played a 
front-line role in helping to end 
the scourge of apartheid in South 
Africa.

‘’We must spare no effort in 
strengthening this brotherly 
spirit between our two coun-
tries. We have no doubt that the 
deployment of the soft power of 
‘cultural diplomacy’ will be a ma-
jor tool in this effort, and we will 
leave no stone unturned in this 
regard,” the Minister explained.

Mohammed noted if the rela-
tions between Nigeria and South 
Africa are more cordial, it will 
have a reverberating and positive 
effect on the whole of Africa.

In his remarks, the South Af-
rican High Commissioner to 
Nigeria hailed Nigeria for its 
invaluable contribution to the 
liberation of South Africa from 
Apartheid. He said South Africa 
is now committed to reciprocat-
ing the gesture by developing 
stronger ties with Nigeria.

“After sharing trenches, we are 
now a free people. Thanks to your 
relentless fight side-by-side with 
us. When we got our freedom, we 
had to change and develop ways 
of building a new South Africa 
and New Nigeria and new Africa”, 
Mnguni said.

He said his country is also 
looking at how best to use the 
soft power of culture to educate 
the citizens of the two countries 
about their time-tested tradition.



BET Awards: Wizkid, Mr Eazi, others 
nominated for Best International Act

T
he 2017 BET Awards honours 
eight leading African artists 
who are currently blazing up 
the music scene, with Nigeria 
enjoying a strong representation 

with Wizkid, who is no stranger of the 
awards, red hot Tekno, the enterprising 
Mr Eazi and serial hit maker, Davido, while 
Stonebwoy (Ghana), AKA (South Africa), 
Nasty C (South Africa) and Babes Wodumo 
(South Africa) roundup nominees list for 
Best International Act: Africa.

BET Africa, part of Viacom’s African 
multimedia portfolio, recently announced 
nominations for the 2017 BET Awards 
which will broadcast across Africa on 
DStv channel 129 (BET). This year’s BET 
broadcast marks 17 years of unexpected 
performances, trailblazing moments, su-
per dope talent, and entertainment’s most 
provocative players.

The iconic show continues to be a cul-
tural rule breaker steeped in reinvention 
with some of the most memorable mo-
ments in Award show history. The 2017 
‘BET Awards’ has set the standard for 
one of the most intently unconventional, 
news-provoking broadcasts.

Monde Twala, Vice President for BET, 
Youth & Music says, “Africa has a rich 
cultural heritage and the BET Awards 
reflect the power of our culture through 
music. This annual celebration puts the 
spotlight on African artists and exposes 
their amazing talent to the world.  We 
wish the nominees well and congratulate 
them for the hard work and effort over 
the last year,” while commenting on the 
nominations. 

Beyoncé dominates this year’s nomina-
tions with a total of seven including ‘Best 
Female R&B/Pop Artist’, ‘Best Collabora-
tion’ with Kendrick Lamar for Freedom, 
‘Video of the Year’ and ‘Album of the Year’ 
for Lemonade. Bruno Mars follows with 
five nods including ‘Album of the Year’. 
‘Best Male R&B/Pop Artist’, and ‘Video of 
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MTV Base meets Mo Ibrahim
MTV Base Meets delivers 

another inspiring episode 
with visionary Sudanese, 

business leader and philanthropist, 
Mo Ibrahim. The exclusive not-to-be-
missed special will be broadcast to-
day, Sunday 21 May on MTV Base and 
will present viewers with a candid 
chat that’s at once hilarious, insightful 
and ground breaking as Mo Ibrahim 
explores everything from clean gov-
ernance to Africa’s broadband deficit.

The name of Mo Ibrahim has long 
since become synonymous with pro-
gressive leadership on the African 
continent and philanthropy. He has 
made it his business to name and fame 
African leaders in governance who 
are doing good.  He says in this wide-
ranging conversation, “politicians 
who are doing amazing things must 
come out of the shadows!”

Entertainment
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BET Networks recognises artists, en-
tertainers, and athletes across over 19 
categories with the 2017 “BET Awards” 
nominations. The nominations are se-
lected by BET’s Voting Academy, which is 

and youthful platform that connects 
ground-breaking innovators and lead-
ers with young people from across the 
continent who wants to understand 
what it takes to be successful. The 
light-hearted yet in-depth spirit of the 
conversations gives the audience a 
never-before-seen side to the leaders 
who shape not just our continent, but 
the world,” said Alex Okosi, executive 
vice president & managing director 
for Viacom International Media Net-
works (VIMN) Africa.

Previous participants in the MTV 
Base Meets series have included FLO-
TUS Michelle Obama, Winnie Man-
dela, musicians Alicia Keys, Akon and 
Hugh Masekela, Sir Richard Branson, 
President Jacob Zuma of South Africa, 
President Paul Kagame of Rwanda, 
businessman and entrepreneur Aliko 
Dangote and recently Bill Gates.w

the Year’ for 24K Magic. Solange, Chance 
the Rapper and Migos receive four nomi-
nations each. Surprisingly, Solange is up 
against sister Beyonce for ‘Best Female 
R&B/Pop Artist’.

 …As voting starts for 2017 edition

Moderated by MTV Base Africa VJ, 
Sizwe Dhlomo, the episode will see the VJ 
preside over a select group of young peo-
ple quizzing and comparing notes with 

Mo Ibrahim on how Africa can overcome 
its most pressing challenges. They also 
find a way to share a trans-generational 
African dream for the world.

These trailblazing young leaders 
include Mariam Yinusa, a Nige-
rian economist and financial analyst 
who was inducted as a Mo Ibrahim 
Leadership Fellow in 2016; from 
Ghana, activist Ritchie Teye-Mensah 
(Richard Kweitsu) an entrepreneur 
and CEO of Kurdle Limited; Robtel 
Neajai Pailey from Liberia, who is a 
post-doctoral researcher at Oxford 
University; Tunisian Blogger activist 
Aya Chebbi who calls herself a ‘full-
time Pan-Africanist’ and Moroccan 
Web entrepreneur, Hamza Aboulfeth 
who is Chairman and CEO of Genious 
Communications which he started 
when he was only 17 years old.

“MTV Base Meets provides a unique 

comprised of fans and an esteemed group 
of entertainment professionals in the fields 
of television, film, music, social media, 
digital marketing, sports journalism, public 
relations, and the creative arts.



Outstanding performances as GCGT premiers
Entertainment
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H
osted by delectable Olive 
Emodi, the God’s Children 
Great Talent (GCGT) pre-
miere last week Sunday 
showcased incredible per-

formances from talents between the 
ages of 5 – 20 years in music, comedy, 
dance and spoken words.

Master Onyechukwu, a spoken word 
artiste, who got a blue congratulatory 
card, believes he might win this year’s 
grand prize after wowing the city 
scouts with his oratory skills. For many 
contestants the blue ‘congratulations 
cards’ brought a feeling of super con-
fidence, but will their talents continue 
to shine through the remaining stages 
of the competition? Only time will tell.

The broadcast showed highlights 
of auditions from three regions where 
the contestants had to impress talent 
scouts like multiple award winning 
Gospel artist, Asu Ekiye; pioneer Nol-
lywood actor, Francis Duru; popular 
On Air Personality, Matilda Duncan; 
Marion Ahmed; Dayo Benjamins-
Laniyi, Six Foot Plus and Gospel on 
the Beatz, before getting the blue ‘con-
gratulations card’ and then proceeding 
to the regional finals.

In Port Harcourt, the GCGT audi-
tions also recorded an impressive 
turnout of contestants who met with: 
Nigerian gospel artiste Preye Odede; 
radio presenter, Elder Xtra Large; tal-
ented gospel singer, Preye Omayuku; 
Nigeria’s beloved singer, Freke Umoh; 
gospel artiste, Afy Douglas; Singer 
&amp; Choreographer, Bobby Blank-
son; Season 2 winner of Nigerian Idol, 
Mercy Chinwe; and popular Nigerian 
comedian, K.O Baba.

Stories by MABEL DIMMA

Esther, aged 19, came all the way 
from Delta state for the Port Harcourt 
auditions. She blew the scouts away 
with her fruity voice as she sang “Great 
is Thy Faithfulness” by Chris Rice. She 
said she is confident and knows what 
it takes because God has given her a 
talent that she must not bury.

A few participants, like Tega who 
participated in the auditions last year 
returned for another shot at their luck 

and was determined to beat her past 
performance and hopefully make it 
past the regionals this year. Like the 
saying goes “If you do not make it the 
first time, try again”.

Dance group X3M FLUX who are 
no strangers to talent competitions 
also showcased their awesome dance 
moves to earn the blue card. One of 
the highlights of the Port Harcourt 
audition was the discovery of multi-

Lagos in high spirits for Golden concert
There have been lots of activities in 

Lagos state these past few months, 
filling many Lagosians with ex-

citement and anticipation even as more 
events are unfolded. The latest addition 
to the  festivities is the announcement 
of a Golden Concert which further 
attests to the State Government’s com-
mitment to the promotion of tourism, 
arts, culture and entertainment. It also 
shows how musicians and creative 
artistes, like fashion designers and 
models, help in sustaining a vibrant, 
creative economy that has made the 
state cynosure of all eyes in Africa.

The concert is expected to bring the 
best of Nigerian traditional and con-
temporary popular musicians and fash-
ionistas to round off the unprecedented 
year-long activities to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the creation of the State.

Steve Ayorinde, state commissioner for 
information said that the event tagged 
‘Lagos State Golden Concert’ will hold at 
the Bar-Beach on Sunday, May 28 and is 
expected to draw thousands of Lagosians 
from all walks of life to the venue.

The concert is expected to start from 
2pm and have in attendance Akinwun-
mi Ambode, the state governor, members 
of the state executive council, members 
of the state house of assembly as well as 
party chieftains and corporate players 
from the organized private sector.

Some of the confirmed artistes gracing 
the show include the juju music mae-

Eazi, and DJ Spinall. Also expected are 
star Fuji artistes like Adewale Ayuba, 
Abass Akande Obesere and Wasiu Alabi 
(Pasuma Wonder).

According to Ayorinde, the Lagos 
State Golden Concert will serve as an ec-
static climax for the year-long activities 
that have been celebrating the cultural 

stros – King Sunny Ade and Evangelist 
Ebenezer Obey as well as the legendry 
Highlife Patriarch, Sir Victor Olaiya.

Other superstars on board are Da-
vido, Phyno, Olamide, Humble Smith, 
Adekunle Gold, Lil Kesh, Partorank-
ing, ‘Mr Capable’ Banky W, Runtown, 
Vanessa, MI, Eedris Abdulkareem, Mr. 

talented artiste, Immaculate Benibo 
who dances, sings and raps in one 
breath. Sure, she believes her talents 
were especially given by God as she 
charmed the city scouts with her 
lovely voice.

When the audition berthed in La-
gos, Nigeria’s entertainment hub, it 
recorded the highest number of con-
testants. The struggle among spoken 
word artistes at the audition was real, 
but only a small number were able to 
delight the Lagos scouts that consisted, 
vocal expert, Benneth Ogbeiwi (Uncle 
Ben); gospel artiste, Enitan Adaba; 
singer Moz; gospel musician, Mairo 
Ese; recording artiste, Nosa Omoregie; 
praise & worship leader, Odunayo 
Aboderin; choreographer, Ibrahim 
Suleiman; Comedian, Frank Onero; 
and Broadcaster cum singer, Gloria 
Maduka.

“Jesus freak” a dance group im-
pressed the scouts greatly when they 
infused dance with playing the violin, 
even as 19-year-old Joshua brought a 
different flavour to the competition 
with his beat boxing skills. Joshua 
believes he has a very unique talent, 
especially in Nigeria as he left the au-
dience in awe with his performance, 
earning him a blue card from the 
scouts.

Munachi Mso, a 5 year old pianist, 
left the judges astonished when he 
played the piano blindfolded, indeed 
this was one of the highlights at the 
Lagos audition.

Today’s episode will be focused on 
the regional finals. Who do you think 
will captivate minds of the Judges and 
make it through to the semi-finals? 
Stay tuned every Sunday as exciting 
moments from GCGT season 7 broad-
casts across television stations. 

essence of the State since May 27, 2016.
“It will also serve as a bridge between 

the activities for Lagos @ 50 which will 
formally come to a close with an anni-
versary ball on Saturday May 27 and the 
second year anniversary of Governor 
Akinwunmi Ambode’s administration 
on Monday May 29th 2017,” he said.



Peppercorn Avenue keeps Asian cuisine authentic

I
n the last few years, 
the restaurant scene 
in Lagos, Nigeria has 
grown in diversity 
and numbers as one 

can easily access Mexican, 
Bulgarian, Lebanese, Mon-
golian, and the ever-pres-
ent Chinese cuisine. There 
are stand-alone Oriental 
restaurants offering Thai 
and Indian cuisine, but for 
the first time in Lekki, a 
new restaurant has stepped 
up to offer a fusion of these 
two experiences.

For the past year, Pep-
percorn Avenue has been 
fine tuning its operations, 
preparing for the right mo-
ment to open its doors to 
the public. The chef, who 
is Indian, insists on using 
spices sourced from India 
and Thailand.

Peppercorn Avenue was 
born from a desire to intro-
duce Nigerians to authentic 
Indian and Thai and of 
course keeping to this au-
thenticity comes at a steep 
price because while it is 
true that TRS Food spices 
packaged in London can be 
satisfactory for home cook-
ing, to attract diners and a 
loyal clientele, a restaurant 
must distinguish itself.

The owners of this res-
taurant have a large net-
work of friends who shuttle 
between India, Thailand, 
and Nigeria and in suitcases 
and cargoes, they convey 
spices from Asia’s largest 
spice market in Delhi to 
keep an ingredients’ scar-
city at bay.

Continuing with this 
model will not be sus-
tainable and Peppercorn 
Avenue’s management 
knows this. Based on this 
knowing, seeds have been 
brought from select Asian 
countries to Nigeria and are 
currently being nursed in 
a little garden behind the 
restaurant.

Radhaki Ghanwani, Pep-
percorn Avenue’s Kitchen 
and Dining Room man-
ager comments on how 
the sleepy state of agricul-
ture affects the restaurant 
business. “With such good 
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rainfall in the country, you 
would think that there 
would be an ample supply 
of the fresh vegetables and 
spices that we need. To keep 
costs low at restaurants 
such as this, key players 
in the Agricultural sector 
would need to cash in on 
what can be grown here as 
opposed to being imported.”

A lot of creativity and re-
search goes into the menu 
offered at Peppercorn Av-
enue. For one, the Ganderhi 
Kebab gives diners an ex-
perience of taking bites of 
well-spiced chicken off a 
sturdy and sweet stick of 
sugarcane.

Most of the dishes served 
in this restaurant are ac-
companied with a trio of 
chutneys.  The strongly-
flavoured coriander and 
mint chutney has spicy 
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undertones and is known 
to cleanse the palate, while 
stimulating appetite; Tama-
rind adds a sweet kick to 
the dish; and the Sweet 
Yoghurt chutney creates 
a perfect balance between 
the two.

Admitting that most Ni-
gerians are not familiar 
with Indian cuisine, Rad-
haki who has lived in the 
country for more than 15 
years and eaten regularly 
at Lagos’ Indian restaurants 
said, “You will find a lot of 
mixing in Chinese flavours, 
which tones down the roots 
of the dish. At Peppercorn 
Avenue, we want more 
people to come and taste 
the true flavours of India.”

Thus, it does not come as 
a surprise that the target 
market for this restaurant 
is Nigerians, not Indians. 

Gone are the times when 
people would accept any-
thing with a heavy hand 
of curry added as Indian 
cuisine.

The restaurant’s bright 
light fixtures are proof that 
the owners take customers’ 
feedback very seriously. 
Most Indian restaurants in 
Lagos have dark lighting 
often done in an attempt 
to transform these spaces 
from restaurants at day 
to clubs at night. Radhika 
laughs as she recounts the 
number of times her hus-
band has been known to 
pull out his glasses in order 
to read the menu at these 
poorly lit restaurants.

True, the combination 
of good food and music is a 
huge attraction in the city 
and plans are underway to 
incorporate that experience 

into this new restaurant. A 
younger demographic has 
been recruited to work in 
shifts during the restau-
rant’s open hours from 
12:30pm to 11:00pm, 7 days 
a week.

The unpleasant custom-
er service experience prev-
alent in the country has 
been the bane of many oth-
erwise good restaurants, 
thus staff have been re-
cruited and trained months 
in advance familiarizing 
them with the restaurant’s 
offerings. 

As I placed an order for 
Masala Tea to accompany 
my Pad Thai Noodle dish, 
I am cautioned to order a 
lighter drink; this ingenu-
ously Indian beverage is 
heavy on milk and does not 
pair well when eating a lot 
at dinner!
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W
ith my big 
tummy and 
the fact that 
I complained 
of back aches 

yesterday, he won’t even help 
me around the house; I know he 
is called into full time ministry 
but well I am also his responsi-
bility here; why are my opinions 
always second rated”.

These thoughts and many 
more attempt to fill my mind 
and becloud my sense of rea-
soning when one day out of 
many I don’t get the help or 
response I think I need from 
my husband.  Earlier in our 
marriage, this almost became a 
weekly thing or even occurred 
more frequently until one day 
my husband brought a very 
important thought to my at-
tention. He explained how I 

KEMI ADEYEMI

Why you should Squat

I
f you are seeking a powerful 
and effective way to boost your 
overall fitness and get some se-
rious results quickly from your 
fitness routine, then the squat 

exercise should have your attention.
This exercise should be inte-

grated into everyone’s fitness routine 
because it is relatively simple to 
perform, has adaptable variations 
and can be done anywhere.

Despite the fact that squats are 
regarded as ‘Leg’ exercises, they work 
your entire body. This full-body 
compound exercise hits the muscles 
of your thighs (quadriceps and ham-
strings), hips, buttocks and is a vital 
exercise for increasing the strength 
and size of your legs and buttocks.

Squats also develop your core 
strength. Your lower back, upper 
back, abdominals, trunk, shoulders 
and arms all get to work when squat-
ting with proper form

 8 benefits of Squats
Builds muscles in your whole 

body
Most people associate squats 

with building just the lower body, 
but when the squat exercise is done 
correctly, it can also build upper 
body strength. They are so intense 
that proper performance of them 
triggers the release of testosterone 
and human growth hormone in 
your body which are necessary for 
muscle growth.

Squats help build your leg and 
glut muscles but they also create an 
anabolic environment that promotes 
body-wide muscle building. When I 
say muscles here, I don’t refer to you 
looking like a man- far from it- I’m 
talking about the lean and ripped 
look that refer to as “toned look.”

Makes Everyday Activities 
Easier

Because squats are functional ex-
ercises, they make the performance 
of real-life activities easier. They are 
one of the best functional exercises 

because humans have been squat-
ting since creation. Squatting helps 
you build muscle and help these 
muscles work better, promoting 
balance and mobility. All these 
benefits help your body move more 
efficiently in your daily activities too.

Burn more fat
If you want to burn more calories 

in less time, then gain more mus-
cle! Squats build those muscles for 
you. For every pound of additional 
muscle you gain, your body will 
scorch an additional 50-70 calories 

per day. Now, isn’t that awesome? 
That means, if you gain 10 pounds 
of muscle, you will spontaneously 
burn 500-700 more calories per day 
than you did before the muscle gain.

Maintain Balance and Mobility
Strong legs are essential for move-

ment as you age, and squats are out-
standing for increasing leg strength. 
They also exercise your core, stabiliz-
ing muscles – which will help you to 
maintain balance, improve the com-
munication between your brain and 
muscle groups to help prevent falls 
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and greatly reduce, if not eliminate 
your need for consuming calcium 
supplements as you get older.

Tone your backside, Abs and 
whole body

Squat is a compound exercise 
meaning they work many muscles 
in your body much more than many 
exercises. They are an excellent 
multi-purpose exercise for toning 
and tightening your buttocks, ab-
dominal muscles and your legs. The 
muscle-building benefit of squats 
makes it beneficial in the regulation 

of glucose, lipid metabolism and 
insulin sensitivity aiding in protect-
ing you against obesity, diabetes and 
cardiovascular diseases.

Aids Waste Removal
Squats increase the pumping of 

body fluids, helping in the removal 
of waste and delivery of nutrition 
to all tissues, including organs and 
glands. They also help to improve 
movement of feces through your 
colon and aid more regular bowel 
movements.

Variations
The Squat exercise never gets 

boring as there are lots of variations 
to throw in the mix to not only 
keep things interesting, but also 
burn more fat and increase muscle 
building.

If your body is all you have, then 
it can be all you need to perform the 
squat; but if you’ve dumbbells, medi-
cine ball, a barbell with weight plates 
or even your baby’s weight, you can 
have fun with the Squat exercise.

Now that you know why you 
need to start squatting, begin to 
incorporate it into your weekly 
workout routine. Beginners can start 
with 2-3 sets of 10 repetitions twice 
or thrice weekly. Leave some days 
off to aid muscle recovery. As you 
advance in strength and endurance, 
you can add weights and different 
squat variations to keep things in-
teresting and increase calorie burn 
and muscle tone. Always listen to 
your body so that you know what 
works for you and how much effort 
you need to put in.

Remember that exercise is vital 
in disease reduction, top-notch 
mental, emotional and physical 
health and longevity. Exercising 
slows down the rate of aging and 
leaves you feeling good about your 
health and body.

Obinwanne is the CEO of NAIJAFIT-
MOMS, an online fitness and healthy 
outfit, which specialises on encourag-
ing mothers to lead a healthy eating 
lifestyle. 

tend towards forgetting every 
good thing he’s ever done for 
me and all his wonderful at-
tributes, judging him and his 
whole personality by my own 
standards and one-off short-
comings or flaws.

It is mind-boggling and also 
interesting to note how the dev-
il capitalizes on these thoughts 
and expands what seems to be 

a simple misunderstanding. The 
meditation on one flaw always 
leads to the remembrance of 
many more past flaws, such 
that it becomes almost impos-
sible to see the other person in 
any good light. Our reactions 
and actions are subsequently 
driven by the constant medi-
tation on these flaws and this 
is just about the smallest loop-
hole the devil needs to breach 
the heart and subsequently 
the marriage.

The above does not only 
play out in marriage scenarios 
but in every single relation-
ship and most unfortunately, 
our relationship and walk 
with God. We find ourselves 
in a storm, a challenge faces us 
or a dead end and we immedi-
ately forget to recall how God 
had in times past delivered us 
from many battles. It seems 

easier to forget the goodness 
of another when one is in the 
face of a trial or dispute. Little 
wonder many times David 
put himself under the strict 
regimen of recalling the past 
goodness of the Lord and his 
ever constant gracious nature 
and character.

Psalms 77:11 – 12, I will 
remember the works of the 
LORD: surely I will remember 
thy wonders of old. I will medi-
tate also of all thy work, and 
talk of thy doings.

Psalms 105:5 Remember his 
marvelous works that he hath 
done; his wonders, and the 
judgments of his mouth; Psalms 
103:2 bless the LORD, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits:

We will save our relation-
ships and far much more, also 
our walk with God will be 
enduring when we imbibe this 

very noble disposition of David. 
When in our relationships, the 
other party seems in our eyes 
to fall short of expectations, 
when it looks to us that God 
is far away and we seem to 
wallow deep in the storms that 
come our way, let us remember 
to set our mind on recalling 
past gracious acts, past acts of 
kindness, the unending and 
unconditional love we have 
received from these people and 
most especially from the Lord, 
who is love himself.

Spiritual Nuggets:
#You may never have the 

ability to control the disap-
pointments that come in life, 
but you can control your dispo-
sition towards them.

#Don’t wait until you lose 
relationships before you realize 
you could have saved them by 
having the right attitude. 

Remember the good past



H
er fac e lo oke d 
extremely pale 
and sorrowful as 
she stepped into 
the restaurant 

and bar where the interview 
was scheduled to take place. 
She walked straight to the far 
right corner of the eatery, hav-
ing been instructed to do so 
over the mobile phone. As she 
moved closer, from her mien, 
it was obvious she had been 
weeping and sobbing, her red 
and swollen eyes were enough 
evidence of her state of mind- 
traumatised. 

“Are you the journalist I 
have been speaking with on 
the phone?” Rosemary Philip 
Ebhosele asked our reporter, 
as she took her seat with her 
brother’s son who accompa-
nied her. But her tears imme-
diately interrupted the intro-
duction as they cascaded her 
shrunken cheeks. She tried 
fighting the tears back but to no 
avail. It took over 20 minutes 
before the 65-year old Mrs. 
Ebhosele gathered herself for 
the interview. 

Narrating her ordeal, she 
said at a time in her life she 
considered committing suicide 
because the pain of waiting too 
long for the safe return home 
of her son, who is also the only 
male child of her four children 
since he narrowly escaped 
death and gone missing after 
her husband was murdered 
over three years ago in Delta 
State is becoming too much for 
her to bear. 

According to her, after the 
husband, Samuel Phillip Eb-
hosele, was shot dead at his 
home in Gbene-Matua com-
munity, Warri, in October 2013 
by masked gunmen, all efforts 
to trace the whereabouts of 
her son, Jerry, has so far failed 
to yield results, saying that 
her son is running away from 
home because his father’s kill-
ers sent messages that he would 
be murdered should he return.    

According to her, some resi-
dents of the community who 
she said were jealous because 
her husband used his political 
influence to get a job for his 
son as storekeeper in an oil 
company in Warri, gave wrong 
information to men of the 
Department of State Security 

Service (DSS) that the son was 
supplying dynamite to Boko 
Haram insurgents ravaging 
Nigeria’s northeast. She said 
that the DSS has since released 
the son, having concluded in-
vestigation and found that the 
allegation was untrue.    

 “The DSS has already re-
leased him to us because they 
found him guiltless. My hus-
band was shot dead after that 
incident. The gunmen came 
into our family house one eve-
ning and demanded from my 
husband who was siting in the 
living room the whereabouts of 
Jerry, our last born. My son at 
this time was already hiding in 

his room, but the gunmen con-
tinued to ask my husband to 
produce his son or they would 
kill him. He was 68 years old 
when they murdered him.

“This argument took some 
time, but as he failed to pro-
duce his son, my husband was 
eventually shot and he died 
instantly. Thereafter, I and my 
other three children who were 
around for a family meeting 
with us was forcefully taken 
outside, and our house was set 
ablaze by the gunmen. I have 
been living in my brother’s 
house since this sad incident. 
But after the death and burial 
of my husband, anonymous 

messages that my son was next 
to die were still being found 
around the burnt building,” 
she said.

He sobbing increased as she 
opened her bag and brought 
out the picture of her son.

Asked if she has any idea 
where the son might be and 
why the gunmen were still 
after him, she said the last 
time she heard from him was 
about twenty minutes after the 
father was killed when Jerry, 
who was 34 at the time called 
to inform her that he escaped 
through one of the back rooms’ 
window and told her that he 
was escaping to a place that 

Son on the run 3yrs after 
his father’s murder 

his father’s assailant cannot 
reach him.

“I told him that his father 
was shot dead by the gunmen. 
I also informed him that they 
promised to come after him. 
The Delta Police Command 
did their best but none of the 
gunmen was arrested. As I talk 
to you now, I somehow believe 
that my son is afraid to return 
home because of this.   

“In a bid to uncover the kill-
ers of my husband, many secu-
rity agents came to give their 
support. They asked us many 
questions but till  date,  the 
whereabouts of the killers or 
their identity is still unknown,” 
she said.

Asked if she had ever seen 
her son manifesting behav-
iours that portrayed him as 
having something to do with 
any cult group or linked with 
criminal gangs prior to the 
incident, she said her son was 
well-behaved and was loved 
by many people because of his 
generosity,  but that his father’s 
steady growth in grassroots 
politics was largely responsible.

“There was nothing criminal 
in his bahaviour; but his father 
was getting too involved in local 
politics. I don’t know whether 
they gave them money to share 
and something went wrong. I 
believe his father’s death was 
a result of his political involve-
ment. But my son has nothing 
to do with politics. But I can say 
that the incident was a result of 
post election violence that saw 
the untimely death of many 
people in Delta State. The police 
appear to have given up on the 
matter,” she said.

She also explained that part 
of the reasons for the jealousy 
the residents of the commu-
nity expressed towards her 
late husband and family was 
that his forefathers originally 
came from neighbouring Edo 
State, and that her husband 
was gradually becoming too 
powerful politically; the people 
were also not comfortable with 
his success and they did not 
hide their feelings.  

Efforts to reach Aniamaka 
Andrew, Delta State Police 
Command spokesperson on 
the matter were not successful 
as his mobile phone indicated 
that it was out of coverage. At 
the time of filing this report he 
had yet to reply text message 
sent to his mobile phone line. 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
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Why May 29 this year does not call 
for celebration, by Archbishop Ojo

We understand CAN is structured in 
blocs but within the blocs there seems 
to be dissenting voices on issues; why is 
it so?

T
he reason why it is so is that 
every issue in life, people have 
different views about it: there 
is nothing you can do about 
that. Even in a family where 

you have people raised in a nuclear fam-
ily made up of the father, mother, five/
six children, definitely there will be di-
vergent views on the some issues, but it 
does not mean they are no longer fam-
ily; the same way it is with the Christian 
Association of Nigeria (CAN), there are 
five blocs, if there are issues and we do 
not agree, it does not stop us to be one.

Recently, a Nigerian pastor based in 
South Africa was in the news for the 
wrong reason; why do we have people 
who profess to be men of God, living a 
life not worthy of their calling, if at all 
they were called? 

The truth of the matter is that it 
speaks to young people especially jour-
nalists, and those that know God; when 
you read your scripture very well you 
will discover that we are in the last days, 
and in the last days many false prophets 
shall arise. Many people who are not 
called; that call themselves but in the 
view of the people who do not under-
stand, they call them pastors, prophets 
but actually they are not; Jesus said by 
their fruits we shall know them, these 
are the kinds of fruits that will make you 
know that although they profess to be 
pastors and Christians, they are actually 
not: their belly is their god, that is what 
the Bible says. Do not condemn people, 
but it is not possible to accept someone 
like that as one of us.     

Since the present administration 
came into power, it said a lot of money 
has been recovered and many Nigeri-
ans are skeptical about the way things 
are being done. What is your view on 
this and the fight against corruption?

The truth of the matter is this: two 
years this month this administration 
came to be, there is nothing significant 
that we can credit to them. I am not a 
politician, but I believe it is only those 
who want to be die-hard party support-
ers that will say they are trying. Before 
now, things were fairly easy for Nige-
rians; am not talking mainly for my-
self but Nigerians. Before now, a man 

can fairly feed his family but today its 
worse, now we have many beggars but 
before now, we had only professional 
beggars outside, but now we have ama-
teur beggars; many Nigerians have re-
sorted to begging. I have been at home 
since morning because I decided to rest; 
I have to put on my generator from one 
point to the other so that I can have rela-
tive comfort, and that is money being 
wasted. Before this administration came, 
many power sub-stations were almost 
nearing completion but today they have 
killed everything; and I just think they 
have not met the expectations of Nigeri-
ans either those who voted for them or 
those that did not vote; that is the truth 
of the matter. For example, I needed to 
vote but I went to the polling station and 
they said my name was not there; many 
of us could not find our names on their 
register and they could not do anything 
to rectify it. Another voting is coming: 

Archbishop Joseph Ojo

Archbishop Joseph Ojo, founder and senior pastor of Calvary Kingdom Church (CKC), 
Lagos, was also instrumental to planting the Lagos-West Zonal Headquarters of the 
Church of God Mission, International (CGMI), Okokomaiko, Lagos. In this interview 
with SEYI JOHN SALAU, the cleric explains, among other issues, why Nigerians 
have no business with celebration on May 29 this year. Excerpts:

what kind of government is that that can 
deny eligible people like me the right to 
vote. On corruption, they are only witch-
hunting, its better they are recovering 
money from different places: they say 
the president is aware of this, but they 
are blaming EFCC: they spoke too early, 
what kind of rubbish is that? Supposing 
it’s another person that owns the money, 
they will name the person but because 
it is they that hid it there, they are find-
ing it difficult to come out rightly and tell 
us who owns the money. In everything 
we will give account to God, the ultimate 
judge, either they call it Allah or God: 
they will someday give account to God.

Back to the issue of corruption, ear-
lier in the year a serving senator said 
when it comes to the fight against cor-
ruption; the Federal Government uses 
insecticide on the people but when it 
comes to the presidency, it uses deodor-
ant; what is your take on this?

Yes, one is to give a very good scent, 
the other is to kill. That is the plight of 
Nigerians and Nigerian politics: that is 
the truth and one day whatever they 
are doing now it will not be long anoth-
er person will come, and begin to spray 
them with insecticide too. But, I do not 
think that can solve the problem, I also 
think the health of the president has not 
helped him; he would have been able 
to be the best person to handle some of 
these challenges but the health chal-
lenge he has given room for these people 
at the presidency to capitalise on the op-
portunity to do what the president him-
self would not have done.

On the issue of Mr. President’s health, 
do you think the people around him are 
managing the health issue well?

I have not been there and do not think 

it will be fair for me to make a categori-
cal statement about his health issue. The 
only thing I can say are things I read 
about in the newspapers, hear and watch 
on TV, and social media. I cannot take a 
stand on what I don’t particularly know 
about but I am told there are some cabal 
within the presidency, I do not know 
whether it’s true, but if it is true, they 
had better changed to be very humane 
because everything that is happening if 
it does not have human face it will not be 
good for them, because they will regret 
when they leave that place. They will 
know and feel the opportunity they had 
but never utilised, I have not been to the 
presidency but the truth of the matter 
is, if what they are saying about them is 
true; they had better repent.

Finally, in few weeks from now this 
administration will be celebrating its 
second year in office, how would you 
rate the performance of the Buhari-led 
APC government?

They should learn from Kenya; Ke-
nya’s president cancelled their national 
day celebration because some people 
died of meningitis. We are not even talk-
ing about national day celebration, we 
are talking about two years of an admin-
istration, two years of in-effectiveness, 
two years of indolence, two years of 
hunger, two years of death, two years 
of herdsmen killing people all over the 
country, if they should share anything, 
God will hold them responsible; they 
should better forget about any celebra-
tion at a time like this: they should not 
celebrate anything. Celebrate what? Cel-
ebrate hunger, celebrate fuel increment, 
they met fuel at N98, now it’s N145, die-
sel N195, they should not celebrate any-
thing but rather learn from Kenya. 

‘Only collective prayers can help Nigeria out of economic hardship’

 May we know you better by way of 
introduction?

M
y name is Moses Onyemaechi 
and by God’s divine permission, 
the pastor of Jesus Prayer Min-
istry Church. I have been in the 

service of God since I was born, 33years ago, 
but I started ministry fully in the year 2006 
about 12 years ago and have worked in dif-
ferent churches with different men of God.

 May we know some challenges you 
may have encountered in ministry?

 I have had lots of challenges; I had a lot 
of challenge securing a permanent place of 
worship and financial issues. I went to four 
different places and when Fashola, former 
governor of Lagos State, was demolishing 
houses, the church which was at Mile 2 Es-
tate was affected before the Lord brought 
us here at Lakeview Amuwo Odofin.

How would you assess the current ad-
ministration?

The All Progressive Congress as a party 

got it wrong in their selection of who would 
lead the country; as a result of this wrong 
decision, the masses are now suffering. The 
present administration has failed Nigerians 
entirely including those that agitate for 
change. At the beginning, what the masses 
expected from them is now quite differ-
ent from what they are getting. Nigerians 
expected that this present government 
would be different from past government, 
but now this appears to be the worst gov-
ernment ever.

What do you think Nigerians should 
expect from the 2019 election?

 It will still remain the same APC because 
if they formed new party it will still remain 
the same people with their old ways.

 To what extent do you think Christians 
have contributed to national development 
in the country?

Christians have contributed so much in 
our society, both in human and national 
development; for instance, how Nigeria is 

today, despite recession, think about how 
Nigeria would have been without the 
churches, it is because of the impact of the 

church that we are even seeing the little 
light in the country, but we need God-fear-
ing people to mount the leadership saddle 
in the country.

 You spoke on condition of the nation 
that Christians should join hands in prayer; 
do you think prayer is what Nigeria need 
at this time?

 Nigeria needs prayers because of so 
many things we are facing which are 
caused by poor leadership. A lot is hap-
pening right now, so we need to join 
hands and pray for leaders to govern the 
country well.

 What is the way forward for the coun-
try?

Christians should organise themselves 
for prayers for God to give us a good leader 
who will solve the problem of unemploy-
ment in the country, and who will take us 
out of recession make everything normal 
and lead us to victory. We do not need a 
ruler, what we need is a leader.

Pastor Moses Onyemaechi, founder of Jesus Prayer Ministry Church, in this interview with Chukwudi Nwaneri, 
spoke on the need for intercessory prayers for the country and its leaders, among other issues. Excerpts:

Pastor Moses Onyemaechi
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An incredible Dubai journey begins at Damac Maison

A taste of Chef Mwaura’s special

I
f you have ever savored any 
of the special delicacies of 
Chef Alex Mwaura, you will 
appreciate Tsogo Sun for en-
gaging him at Southern Sun 

Ikoyi over the years to exhibit his 
culinary expertise.

From the regular menu, Friday 
Night Sea Food Dinner Buffet to 
the popular Sunday Brunch, Chef 
Mwaura excites guests’ taste buds 
with a variety of Afro-continen-
tal menus.

Beyond his ‘Chicken Atete’, the 
Kenyan-born chef with over 27 
years experience in the hospital-
ity industry across the world, is 
offering guests another specialty 
he calls ‘Grilled lamb chops’; a 
‘Signature Dish’ borne out of ex-
tensive research.

However, the executive chef 
of Southern Sun Ikoyi Hotel is 
taking guests beyond the restau-
rant where they enjoy his meals. 
This time around, he is teaching 
them how he prepares the special 
meals and even making public the 
recipe, which most chefs often 
decline in order to keep their 
‘trade secret’.

Let us follow the chef to his 
kitchen! First, the menu is Grilled 
lamb chops; it is strictly for South-
ern Sun Ikoyi Sunday Brunch, 
and culinary delight.

The chef’s recipe for this deli-
cacy include: 40 milligrams (mls) 
of olive oil, two cloves garlic, 
pressed, 30 mls  of balsamic vin-
egar, 5 gms of rosemary leaves, 5 
grams (gms) thyme leaves,  20 mls 
of Worcestershire sauce, 3 packs 
of lamb chops, 10 gms of ginger 
fresh clashed, salt and freshly 
ground black pepper.

With his choice recipe, Chef 
Mwaura starts his cooking by 
using olive oil, marinate the 
cleaned chops with garlic, herbs, 
Worcestershire sauce, balsamic, 
ginger, black pepper and salt to 
taste for about one hour.

After the first phase of cook-
ing, he grills well on both sides, 
to medium or to well done, as 
desired by the guests, and later 
served with sautéed vegetables.

He recommends that Grilled 
Lamb Chops is best served with 
basmati rice.

Truly, beyond enjoying com-
fort in any of the 195 rooms in 
the hotel, a guest’s experience 
will never be complete without 
visit to the expansive restaurant, 
where he showcases his culinary 
skills, and most importantly, 
where every guest undertakes a 
gastronomic journey initiated by 
Chef Mwaura and his team.

With over 27 years experience 
and as executive chef for 15 years 
now in over five countries, he 
does his job with strict attention 
to details, professionalism, and 
the right inputs that it requires. 
Of course, dishing out menu that 
appeals to every palate across 
different cultures is never easy. 
But the graduate of Kenya Utalii 
College, one of the oldest hospi-
tality schools in Africa, is good at 
meeting and surpassing guests’ 
expectations.

The irony is that at every meal, 
the unsuspecting foreign guests 
keep commending the expatriate 
hands that cooked their home-
country food, not knowing that 
Chef Mwaura who is proudly 
African and his team of indig-
enous but competent cooks made 
their day.

The chef awaits your visit!
 
 

D
ub a i  i s  a n  i n c re d -
ible destination. Just 
imagine any experi-
ence, from adventure 

to relaxation, shopping to desert 
safari and much more, Dubai is 
one-stop destination for all.

Damac Maison Hotels & Re-
sorts is part of the incredible 
story of Dubai. With five superb 
hotels located in different part 
of Dubai city, guests are assured 
of b eginning the incre dible 
Dubai destination journey from 
the right venue.

If your choice is shopping, 
your perfect hotel in Dubai will 
definitely be the Damac Maison 
Dubai Mall Street, which is lo-
cated just opposite the biggest 
mall in the world.

Yet, if you dream an aston-
ishing view of the canals, then 
your home is the Damac Maison 
Canal Views, which offers all 

day dining restaurant and in-
room fully equipped kitchen 
with complimentary Wi-Fi and 
shuttle services.

The Damac Mais on Cour 
Jardin is a stylish property in 
the heart of Dubai Business Bay 
providing excellent services to 

guest beyond expectations.
Live your dream Dubai in the 

boutique-styled Damac Maison 
The Vogue, which is closed to 

the Dubai Mall and Dubai foun-
tain. Travelling with family can 
be plenty fun here with the 
hotel’s spacious outdoor kids 
playground.

The fifth of the Damac hotels 
is the Damac Maison de Ville 
Breeze with the clear view of 
Burj Khalifa, world’s tallest 
building, as well as, a memo-
rable spa exp erienc e at the 
Dreamworks Spa for a perfect 
body relaxation.

To make guest feel even more 
comfortable and stay longer 
to relish Dubai experiences, 
Damac Maison Hotels & Resorts 
offer one free night for any five 
nights booking at any of their 
properties. Guests who book 
for five nights stay are only 
charged for four nights only.

Damac Maison Hotels& Re-
s orts is  simply where your 
Dubai incredible journey be-
gins.
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Andy Osa Ehanire is the chief executive of Ogba Zoo and Nature Park, Benin City, Edo State and also the na-
tional secretary, Nigerian Association of Zoos and Parks. He speaks to Obinna Emelike on how the activities 
of land grabbers and poachers are frustrating efforts at resuscitating the foremost ecotourism enclave, lack 
of concern by the Edo State government, the zoo’s painful rebirth, among other issues.

Travel

 ‘Ogba Zoo land grabbing is a threat to tourism’

S
o far, has the zoo live up to 
its billing of the foremost 
conservation and tourism 
enclave?

The Ogba Zoo, which 
we manage, was designed and 
developed in the early 70s by the 
late Brigadier General Samuel O. 
Ogbemudia, the then military 
administrator of former Bendel 
State. Its concept was an extensive 
biological garden with potentials 
for resort development. In tandem 
with the ambitious and iconic scale 
of Ogbemudia’s drive and vision 
for the then Midwest Region, later 
Bendel State, and now Edo/Delta 
states, Ogba Zoo was at par or even 
surpassed most of its kind, both far 
and near.

Soon after Ogbemudia’s re-
gime, the zoo suffered a long era 
of decline and eventual collapse, 
spanning the late 80s and 90s.  By 
the time of our private sector - led 
intervention in the year 2000, the 
zoo was already in the ‘mortuary’ 
and was like ready to be written off 
the books. Such was a far cry from 
the laudable vision of its founder.

 What was the mandate given 
to your firm by the state govern-
ment at the time of taking over 
the management of the zoo?

Our mandate was to reverse 
the rot or what was left of the 
decayed zoo, in order to revitalise 
its essential functions as an urban 
recreational park and field labo-
ratory in the biological sciences, 
where schools and colleges in the 
entire sub-region derived conser-
vation education and awareness. 
It must be understood that the 
decline and neglect of any zoo is 
always horrible, since without a 
proper winding-down procedure, 
the animals suffer neglect and 
deprivations akin to torture.

It is instructive that the treat-
ment of wildlife in any society can 
be likened to the barometer for 
measuring the level of its human-
ity, hence the circumstances of 
the collapse of Ogba Zoo, or any 
of such therefore, would amount 
to criminal neglect in humane or 
civilised societies.

How would you describe the 
effort of your company in bring-
ing the zoo back from the brink?

Notwithstanding the extent of 
its abandonment and decay, Ogba 
Zoo has experienced a painful re-
birth through our rescue mission, 
which was purely self-financing, 
with no support from government. 
On the contrary, it is the nature 
of the lease agreement we hold 
that our private sector led eco-
tourism outfit pays rents to the 
government. But as challenging 
as reviving a moribund zoo was, 
there were other hidden chal-
lenges that can hardly be imagined 
in a sane society.

What were some of these chal-
lenges?

It started as a minor incursion 
by community land grabbers into 
the zoo land until it was aided by 
official government instruments 
in the form of a gazette. Even 
with government claiming, soon 
after, that it committed an error 

in issuing such gazette, which 
was attested to by two administra-
tive panels set up to look into the 
problems at the initial stage. But 
unfortunately, the errant instru-
ment has not been repealed for 
more than 10 years running. The 
legal instrument has unwittingly 
served as a license for unlimited 
plundering of a foremost tourism 
heritage of the state.

All  thes e years of battling 
encroachment on the zoo, our 
private-sector led management 
tackled the growing menace un-
aided, especially with little or no 
response to the dozens of memos 
from us crying for speedy deploy-
ment of government’s machineries 
to dislodge and prosecute offend-
ers.

How much of the zoo’s land 
have been taken over by the land 
grabber?

 The land area encroached upon 
grew from about 10 percent of 
the zoo land that was purportedly 
ceded by the gazette, to more than 
60 percent of the entire zoo. It was 
like a horror movie seeing bulldoz-
ers levelling priceless forestry in 
the pristine conservation heritage 
that had been a classic urban forest 
rarely found anywhere in the world.

It is a sad commentary that 
these last three years (2014 to 
2016) have seen the greatest dev-
astation of the zoo, even then, Ad-
ams Oshiomhole, the immediate 
past governor of Edo State, would 
be making pronouncements on 
government intervention. While 
not tolerating any nonsense in 
other areas, all the administrative 
machineries of his government 
were appearing helpless in the 

face of the onslaught on Ogba Zoo. 
With all the Forest Guards and 
other security agencies providing 
escorts for revenue drive and the 
protection of politicians/private 
businessmen, none could be spared 
for the patrol of the encroached 
sections of Ogba Zoo.

Besides writing memos, what 
other actions did your firm take 
to secure the zoo from further 
encroachment?

 It eventually dawned on me 
that I had been encircled by a 
mammoth conspiracy and there-
fore published a series of open 
letters to the Governor Adams 
Oshiomhole, then calling for an 
administrative or judicial inquiry, 
but all to no avail. It also became 
evident that a cabal was bent 
on sharing most of the zoo land 
without any official government 
process but using the diabolical 
ploy of community youths and 
thugs as decoy.

The sum effect was to create 
widespread but dangerous impres-
sion in the area that government 
had acquiesced to sharing the zoo 
land, but that we were the only 
one standing in the way. It was also 
painfully that the security situa-
tion had long degenerated, with 
threats and suspicions of ecologi-
cal terrorism becoming a constant 
nightmare, yet our pleas for police 
protection went unheeded. We ex-
pended huge resources on frequent 
police patrols, but in spite of all the 
Forestry Laws criminalizing all 
manners of trespass in the Reserve, 
the police authorities insisted that 
it was a civil matter and their role 
was only to ensure “peace”.

It was rather intended to intimidate 

than merely to inform, when some 
government officials declared that an 
infamous government political ap-
pointee and other cultists were among 
those carrying on with illegal develop-
ment on the zoo, but did not take any 
action to stem the tide of incursions.

Fingers also pointed at the 
state House of Assembly commit-
tee members, who were assigned 
to look into the issues, but spent 
over three years purporting to 
be engaging community agents 
without any new position on the 
matter. This was after an initial 
committee by it had declared that 
the encroachment was illegal and 
unacceptable, as far back as 2011. 
Meanwhile, all these were hap-
pening at the time of the worst 
incursions and impunities, mak-
ing it all an uncanny coincidence. 
Experts have even recommended 
that the area be declared a non-
development zone, as it is prone 
to erosion and landslide once the 
vegetation cover is removed, but 
this warning was unheeded.   

You once opted for arbitra-
tion, what was the outcome the 
arbitration? 

 We eventually had recourse 
to the arbitration process in order 
to encapsulate the issues in proper 
legal perspectives. Our reliefs 
were substantially granted with 
compensatory considerations. The 
arbitration award was forwarded 
to the government for it imple-
mentation since January this year 
and we are anxiously awaiting 
compliance, as there was no appeal 
against the ruling. The bottom-line 
is that government is to protect 
this heritage and grant us peaceful 
possession for all our eco-tourism 

op erations.  Imme diate delin-
eation and survey of the zo o 
land is paramount, as well as, 
fulltime security.

However, it is disheartening 
that even while the arbitration 
w a s  o n g o i n g  a n d  u p  t i l l  t h e 
award was published, various 
levels of devastations are still 
b e i n g  u n l e a s h e d  o n  t h e  z o o 
and its assets without govern-
ment’s response. For example, 
even after the arbitrating rul-
ing, a six block staff quarters 
m e a n t  t o  ke e p  c r i t i c a l  p e r -
s onnel of the zo o resident in 
close proximity to the zoo was 
bulldozed and the land taken 
over by s ome well c onne cte d 
individuals.

A  p u r p o s e - b u i l t  l i o n  e n -
c l o s u re  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e 
e n c r o a c h e d  l a n d  w a s  a l s o 
b u l l d o z e d  o n l y  l a s t  m o n t h 
(April )  and the foundation of 
a mansion is coming up on the 
site.  The case of the zoo staff 
quarters that have now b e en 
d e m o l i s h e d  i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r 
i n t e re s t  s i n c e  i t  w a s  p a r t  o f 
the sp e cific provisions in the 
arbitration award requiring it 
to be dedicated for the use of 
the zoo.

H ave  yo u  m a d e  e f f o r t  a t 
drawing the attention of the 
n e w  s t a t e  g o v e r n o r  t o  t h e 
plight of the zoo?

We have sent letters to Gov-
ernor Godwin Obaseki on the 
extant matters and maintained 
c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  S o l i c i t o r 
G eneral and the Se cretary to 
t h e  S t a t e  G o v e r n m e n t .  W e 
equally sought and have been 
p ro m i s e d  a u d i e n c e  w i t h  t h e 
governor,  but  it  is  on re c ord 
that he recently told a visiting 
FRIN delegation that he would 
move swiftly to deal with the 
encroachment issues concern-
ing the zoo. We are, therefore, 
hopeful that the new governor 
will  take a de cisive approach 
to save the zoo from the grips 
of brigandage and looters. We 
a re  a l s o  a n x i o u s  a s  t o  w h e n 
specific government interven-
tions would commence to save 
the zoo, before all that needs to 
be saved are totally destroyed.

However,  to  b e c omp elle d 
to  res ort  to  a  c ostly arbitra -
t i o n  p ro c e s s  a s  a  l a s t  re s o r t 
i n  d e m a n d i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e 
interventions to save the Zoo 
is  p erhaps ,  a  cal lous  burden 
on a struggling zoo seeking a 
second lease of life.

We do pray that the forces 
of light will prevail over those 
of darkness in this nascent and 
very promising administration 
of Governor Godwin Obaseki.  
My role in the rescue and re-
s u s c i t at i o n  o f  O g b a  Zo o  h a s 
evolved from just its manage-
m e n t ,  t o  t h at  o f  a n  a c t i v i s t , 
since the Nigerian Association 
of Zo os and Parks of which I 
am the national  s e cretary,  is 
aime d at the pione ering mis-
sion of bringing sanity to all 
the zoos across Nigeria. 

Andy Ehanire
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Med-View Airline projects 
revenue of N35b for 2017

T
he manage-
ment of Med-
View Airline 
Plc has project-
ed revenue of 

N35 billion for the year, 
2017.

The airline also de-
clared a 3 Kobo dividend 
to the shareholders.

Speaking at its first 
Annual General Meet-
ing, AGM held at the 
Renaissance Hotel, Ikeja, 
Lagos, Muneer Bankole 
,the chief executive offi-
cer of Med-View Airline, 
put the turnover of the 
company at N25.9 billion 
as at 31 December 2016 
as against N14, 162, 204 
billion at the same period 

in 2015.
In the Company’s 

Annual Reports and Fi-
nancial Statement of ac-
count as at 31 December 
2016, the airline put the 
profit before tax at N840, 
033million for the same 
period against N830, 913 
in 2015.

The company re-
corded profit after tax of 
N772, 851million as at 31 
December 2016 against 
N728, 521 million re-
corded in the same pe-
riod in 2015.

Bankole disclosed 
that the company will 
be moving from its 
present head office in 
Olowu Street, Ikeja to 
a new corporate head-
quarters at Bank An-
thony way as all the 
approval has been got-

KLM wows customers with 
‘Celebs around Town’ campaign

S
ummer is around the 
corner and KLM Royal 
Dutch Airlines is in-
troducing journeys of 

inspirations to its esteemed 
clients through its new cam-
paign tagged “Celebs around 
Town.” The aim of this project 
is to highlight some desti-
nations in Europe and the 
United States of America.

To make this interesting 
and interactive, KLM is col-
laborating with Nigerian 
celebrities who will be show-
casing the most interesting 
sights and hang-outs in the 
cities they visit through video 
posts and live interactive ses-
sions on KLM’s social media 
platform as well as theirs.

The cities that will be vis-
ited include Manchester, 
Rome, Berlin, London, and 
New York.  While our celeb-
rity tour guides are Adekunle 
Gold, Kate Henshaw, Ay and 
Kunle Afolayan. Adekunle 
Gold will be visiting Man-
chester, Kate Henshaw will 
go Rome, Rahama Sadau will 
visit cities around Berlin, 
AY will tour places around 
London and Kunle Afolayan’s 
presence will be felt in New 
York.

“KLM’s global ambition 
is to be the most innovative 
customer oriented network 

ten for the building of 
the six story building.

Med-View Airline 
boss stated that this 
year’s Hajj Operations 
is going to be different 
as the airline is fully 
prepared for operations.

He said that the 
airline has been rec-
ognised by the Saudi 
Aviation authorities 
with relevant approv-
als obtained for its 
flight expansions.

Bankole stated fur-
ther that the airline 
has concluded arrange-
ments to take delivery 
of Boeing 777-200, and 
777-800 to boost its op-
erations.

 He added that four 
out of the other aircraft 
operated by the airline 
are fully owned by Med-

View.Meanwhile, the 
shareholders of Med-
View Airline Plc have 
applauded the board 
and management of the 
airline for the 3 Kobo 
dividends declared to 
shareholders at the com-
pany’s AGM.

The shareholders 
while applauding the 
company for the 3 Kobo 
dividend, however de-
cried the high charges 
by the aviation agencies 
in the country, stressing 
that with these high 
charges, it will too dif-
ficult for the airline to 
make profit.

Some of the share-
holders also advised the 
airline to be patient as is 
not easy coming to the 
market at this difficult 
time of recession.

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

NAMA restates 
commitment to upgrade 
AIS at the airports

T
he Nigerian Air-
space Management 
Agency (NAMA) has 
restated its commit-

ment towards accelerating 
the digitalization of Aeronau-
tical Information Service in 
view of the centrality of data 
automation to the overall 
safety of civil aviation.

Fola Akinkuotu, manag-
ing director of the Agency, 
made these remarks on the 
occasion of the World AIS 
Day which held at the agen-
cy’s headquarters in Lagos.

Akinkuotu maintained 
that “given that it represents a 
global migration to a dynamic 
data oriented aeronautical in-
formation management sys-
tem that facilitates the timely 
exchange of aeronautical in-
formation in an accurate and 
standardized format from 
anywhere to everywhere 
globally, on real time basis, 
the automation project is a 
must-do for NAMA.”

 He said for the dream of 
AIS Automation to be real-
ized, it behoves staff of the 
department to put in their 
best to see that their ser-
vice both at the individual 
and group level remains 
invaluable, adding that 
they could do this through 
extensive research and 
paper presentation at semi-
nars, targeted at enriching 
the system and taking it to 
the next level.

 He promised to open his 
doors to their professional 
and technical advice which 
he said would give him the 
needed guidance in taking 
key decisions.

 The NAMA helmsman 
also lauded staff of the AIS de-
partment for their diligence, 
hard work and dedication 
to duty:  “AIS remains one of 
the most critical departments 
in the agency even though 
they are hardly given the 
prominence they deserve, 
because their job most often, 
is behind-the-scene,” he said, 
stressing that the absence of 
AIS in the system will bring 
about chaos in the entire civil 
aviation.

In his welcome address, 
Kabir Gusau, the general 
manager, AIS, appealed to 
NAMA management to con-
sider the periodic training 
and retraining of AIS per-
sonnel which according to 
him, “would bring staff up to 
speed with modern trends in 
a dynamic aviation industry 
and also prepare them to 
effectively embrace automa-
tion when fully deployed.”

Gusau also harped on the 
need for the agency, through 
the Nigerian Civil Aviation 
Authority (NCAA), to ensure 
that qualified AIS personnel 
were licensed as this would 
bolster them towards hard 
work, commitment to duty 
and enhanced productivity.

carrier in the world, hence 
we always aim to put our 
customers first. 

“In KLM Nigeria we have 
asked ourselves the ques-
tion, how can we translate 
this into a Nigerian context?  
In order to do this, we have 
selected five individuals 
who we believe really em-
body these ambitions.  They 
are innovative, and have 
a good relationship with 
their fans. I am sure this 
would be a unique experi-
ence not only for the celebs 
travelling but also for their 
fans,” Arthur Dieffenthaler, 
Commercial Director, Air 
France KLM Nigeria and 
Ghana said.

KLM Royal Dutch Airlines 
was founded in 1919, making 
it the world’s oldest airline 
still operating under its origi-
nal name. In 2004, Air France 
and KLM merged to form AIR 
FRANCE KLM.

The merger produced the 
strongest European airline 
group based on two power-
ful brands and hubs – Am-
sterdam Airport Schiphol 
and Paris Charles de Gaulle. 
Retaining its own identity, 
the group focuses on three 
core businesses: passenger 
transport, cargo and aircraft 
maintenance. Vlisco top 5 students and their facilitators at Vlisco event last week.



Bids in Graceland: The 
Tarkwa Bay experience

W
i t h  a l l  t h e 
h u s t l e  a n d 
bustle, noise 
and chaos of 
Lagos, it be-

comes something of a necessity 
to find ways to regularly escape 
and recharge. However, times 
are hard, the economy is crazy 
and our currency is in freefall, 
so one needs to think a bit more 
creatively in terms of how to 
catch a break from the stress of 
Naija living. 

An easy escape is hitting the 
beach. Strangely though, beach 
trips can end up being some-
thing of a chore in Lagos despite 
being on the coast. Going to 
Ilashe (which is probably the 
nicest stretch of beach Lagos 
offers) requires a chartered boat 
and a private guesthouse. Visits 
to Eleko and Atican beaches 
require strategic timing in or-
der to avoid crowds and traffic 
(actually doesn’t everything in 
Lagos?!). And let’s just say that 
Elegushi beach is just not very 
family friendly. But then we have 
Tarkwa Bay…

Located roughly 20 minutes 
by boat from Fiki Marina in 
Victoria Island, Tarkwa Bay is a 
small artificial island, close to 
Lagos Harbour. It seems to be 
the happy medium between the 
niceness of Ilashe and low cost of 

Eleko and Atican. 
The beach is quite popular 

with surf enthusiasts and so ex-
pect to see them out with their 
boards, getting their surf on. 

There’s not much to do on 
the island beyond lie out on 
the beach, get involved in some 
beach football or play in the wa-
ter. Beware, though, of random 
bits of rubbish floating about in 
the water. There’s a disappointing 
amount of rubbish around the 
beach and sometimes in the wa-
ter, but for a much cleaner beach 
experience without the crowd as 

well, walk a bit further down the 
beach to the Lighthouse Beach.

Of all the numerous beaches 
Lagos boasts, Tarkwa Bay is prob-
ably the cheapest and involves 
the least amount of stress in 
terms of organisation. Here are 
some tips to make the most of 
your Tarkwa Bay beach experi-
ence:

If you don’t have a private 
boat, then get a ferry from the 
Fiki Marina in Victoria Island. 
The schedule is a bit flimsy but 
the idea is that departures are on 
the hour from 11am and returns 
are also on the hour. 

The last boat is at 5.30pm so 
don’t get caught out!

Settlers on the island will 
come up to you as soon as you 
step off your boat and “assist” you 
with your belongings, after which 
they will quickly demand money 
for their assistance. Unless you 
actually need assistance, hold on 

to your belongings and politely 
decline their offers.

To get a deckchair under a 
canopy shouldn’t cost more than 
N1500 per person in a group. It 
may be slightly more expensive if 
you want the canopy to yourself. 
On Lighthouse Beach, a canopy 
and deckchair will set you back 
N5000.

There are not a ton of places 
to eat or buy food, so make your 
trip a picnic and ensure you pack 
enough food and drinks for you 
and your party.

As is always the case the 
world over with respect to pub-
lic beaches, keep an eye on your 
belongings, especially if you’re 
on your own. Things have a ten-
dency to disappear whilst you 
go off for a little dip in the water!

Getting to Tarkwa Bay – round 
trip ferry ride costs N3000 from 
Fiki Marina, Victoria Island, La-
gos (under the Falomo Bridge).
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Traveller’sChronicle

Bidemi is a lawyer by day, trav-
eller and enjoyment minister 
the rest of the time. Oh, and also 
a minion to her hair, Grace all 
the time – yes, her hair is named 
Grace! To follow more of Bidemi’s 
adventures here, there and ev-
erywhere, head over to her blog, 
www.bidsingraceland.com or 
follow her on Instagram @Bids-
inGraceland



Health&Science

A
s part of measures 
to mark its 50th   
anniversary of cre-
ation of the state, 
the Kwara State 

Government says it is set to 
launch free eye glasses tagged 
‘Jigi Maigida’ across the Senato-
rial Districts, and commission 
completed projects.

  Isiaka Gold, the Secretary 
to the State Government (SSG), 
disclosed this on Wednesday 
while addressing a world press 
conference at the Governor’s Of-
fice, Ilorin the state capital.

 The SSG, who said in the past 
50 years, Kwara State has come 
of age, encountered various dif-
ficulties and recorded marvel-
lous achievements, noted that 
the golden jubilee of the state 
deserves a significant mark, but 
however said that the celebration 
will be low-keyed.

 Speaking on the anniversary 
theme, Gold revealed the theme 
reflects “how far we have come 
as a people and our determina-
tion to define a solid, prosperous 
and sustainable future for cur-
rent and future generations of 
Kwarans.”

 The anniversary celebration 
kick started with unveiling of 
the logo and theme, “Celebrating 
Harmony, Shaping the Future” 
for the golden jubilee celebration, 
and will also feature the flag -off 
of Light Up Kwara (LUK) project, 
and present Lay man’s Law of 
the state in four local languages.

 Gold, while highlighting other 

Kwara to give out free eye 
glasses, commission projects

programmes set aside for the cel-
ebration to include lecture series 
on issues germane to governance 
of Kwara State, special command 
stage play, visit to motherless 
babies’ home, and to the prisons.

 Gold, who is he Chairman of 
the anniversary further disclosed 
that the celebration would be 
brought to a formal close with 
luncheon and award night where 
50 distinguished individuals who 
have excelled in their different 

The life-nurturing health 
benefits of breast milk are 
often attested. But the new 

discovery of the effects of a 
compound found in breast milk, 
nicknamed Hamlet, could mean 
a more effective and targeted 
way to kill cancerous tumour 
cells.

Swedish researchers from 
the University of Lund have 
found promising results from 
researching the effects of the 
Hamlet substance on bladder 
cancer patients.   

In the early trials with blad-
der cancer patients, those inject-
ed with the compound began to 
shed dead tumour cells through 
their urine within days.

The breast milk compound 
targets cancer cells alone, of-
fering an alternative to chemo-
therapy and radiotherapy treat-
ments that damage both healthy 
and cancerous cells in the body.

BETH TIMMINS 

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

Breast milk compound ‘may help cure cancer’ –Swedish scientists 

fields of endeavour will be hon-
oured.

 “Despite the fact that we are 
diverse in terms of tribe and re-
ligion, we are more united than 
any other state in this country. If 
in the last 50 years, we want to 
go back, we will say in this area, 
we have achieved. Also, in 1967, 
before the creation of the state, 
we knew how the state looked 
like but today, we can boast of 
many Universities including 

Immunology Professor Catha-
rina Svanborg discovered the 
substance by  accident while 
researching antibiotics.

“To our amazement, when we 

federal, state and private. We 
have Colleges of Education and 
Polytechnics”, said Gold.

 On whether the state has met 
the yearnings of the founding 
fathers, the chairman asserted 
that Kwara remain one of the 
most united states in the coun-
try, which was a major attribute 
that was bequeathed by our 
forefathers.

 “Our founding fathers wanted 
united people, a peaceful envi-

added this compound of milk, 
the tumour cells died. It was a 
totally serendipitous discovery,” 
she told The Daily Mail.

Professor Svanborg explained 
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ronment. Today in Kwara, if you 
are talking about anything, we 
are more united than any state 
in the country. If you are talking 
about women or people in other 
places, people migrate to Kwara 
than any other state whether in 
the south or in the north. In terms 
of security, Kwara state is more 
peaceful than any other state. So, 
I think we have been able to meet 
the yearnings of the founding 
fathers”, he explained.

that she was looking for novel 
antimicrobial agents, of which 
new breast milk is a rich source.

In one of the team’s experi-
ments human cells and bacte-

ria we required, leading to the 
practical choice to use human 
tumour cells.

Professor Svanborg added 
that breast milk contains the 
alpha-lactalbumin protein that 
becomes a cancer-fighting agent 
inside the stomach, leaving the 
healthy cells unharmed.

The compound avoids the 
cancerous cells outer defences 
and then targets the mitochon-
dria and the cell nucleus.

By depriving the cell of ener-
gy from the source, the apoptosis 
process works to reprogram the 
cell so that it weakens and dies.

“There’s something magical 
about Hamlet’s ability to target 
tumour cells and kill them,” Pro-
fessor Svanborg said. 

The scientists suggest the 
breast milk compound could also 
help bowel and cervical cancer 
patients.  A trial of the Hamlet 
substance against a placebo is 
currently being planned to test 
the promising benefits of this 
life-giving compound.
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Good stress management, healthy nuts diet will tackle depression- Ogbolu

A consultant psychiatrist 
and coordinator, suicide 
research and prevention 

initiative at the Lagos Univer-
sity Teaching Hospital (LUTH), 
Idi-Araba, Lagos, Raphael Og-
bolu,  has said that  good stress 
management and healthy nuts 
diet will help tackle cases of 
depression.

Ogbolu made this known 
during an interactive session on 
depression organised by Hacey 
Health Initiative in Lagos re-
cently.

“We need to manage our 
stress because stress and depres-
sion have been linked together. 
Enough sleep will help manage 
our stress as well as exercise. We 
have observed that certain di-
etary inclusion like nuts can help 
people with depression cases.

“In addition, there is need to 
build  resilience to manage any 
medical condition which will 
help build immunity,” he said.

The consultant psychiatrist 
stated that the World Health 
Orgainsation (WHO) chose de-
pression as its theme for this year 

O
n the 20th HIV Vac-
cine Awareness Day, 
the Joint United Na-
tions Programme on 
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) 

is calling for continued research 
to find a vaccine for HIV, 

According to the releas e,  a 
simple to use vaccine would be a 
key tool in reaching the popula-
tions most affected by HIV. Mod-
els estimate that even a modestly 
effective vaccine one that is 50% 
effective would have a big im-
pact on the epidemic and may be 
enough to significantly reduce 
new HIV infections among key 
populations.

Michel Sidibé, executive direc-
tor of UNAIDS said “The biggest 
impacts in the eradication or 
control of infectious diseases in 
the history of public health have 
been achieved through vaccina-
tion, which is why a vaccine is an 
objective well worth continuing 
to invest in.”

“Despite our major successes 
in scaling up treatment and on-
going prevention programmes, 
there are still large numbers of 
people becoming infected with 
HIV every year,” Sidibe said.

Although there have b e en 
significant discoveries in the field 
of vaccine research and develop-
ment, there is still no effective 
vaccine available against HIV.

According to the release by 
UNAIDS, new HIV infections has 

UNAIDS calls for continuous research 
to find a vaccine for HIV

remained stubbornly high for the 
past 10 years. 

Every year, 1.9 million adults 
and more than 150 000 children 
become infected with the virus. 

Even if  a 90% re duction in 
new HIV infections is achieved 
by 2030, there will still be around 
200 000 new HIV infe ct ions 
annually,  demonstrating how 
essential a vaccine will be for the 
long-term control of HIV.

 Successful antiretroviral ther-
apy requires lifelong adherence, 
but adherence relies on behaviour 
change, which can be difficult to 
maintain. 

In contrast, an HIV vaccine is 
a one-time intervention that is 
extremely cost-effective compared 
with the cost of lifelong treatment.

UNAIDS is leading and inspir-
ing the world to achieve its shared 
vision of zero new HIV infections, 

zero discrimination and zero AIDS-
related deaths.

Industry is helping to take on 
the challenge of vaccine develop-
ment. Vaccine candidates are in 
company pipelines, with some tri-
als starting soon and others during 
the next few years.

A large vaccine trial, HVTN 
702, is in progress in South Africa, 
with results due in three years. 
That trial, part of the HIV Vac-

cine Trials Network, builds on the 
RV144 trial, which reported in 
2009 and was conducted in Thai-
land, showing a 31% efficacy.

The release states that this 
year, UNAIDS is hosting an art 
installation on the power of vac-
cines, reflecting the importance of 
linking art, advocacy and science. 
The exhibition, entitled Immune 
Nations, opens on 23 May and runs 
until 30 June 2017.

ANTHONIA OBOKOH 
with Wired Report

due to the importance of mental 
health issues. He noted that the 
impact of depression has been 
identified as one of the leading 
causes of disability and ill health.

He identified financial burden, 
relationship issues and drug abuse 
as factors responsible for most de-
pression cases in the country, 
stressing that depression is com-
mon and treatable.

According to him, the aware-
ness and reporting cases of suicide 
attempt in the country have been 
on the increase but the number of 
cases leading to death has been 
relatively static.

Also speaking, Isaiah Owolabi, 
project director, Hacey Health 
Initiative, said  that the interac-
tive section was to enlighten 
people and build capacity to cre-
ate awareness of mental health 
issues.

“Over the past years Nigeria 
has seen increase in suicide and 
even murder cases. These issues 
could be as a result of health and 
psychological issues which tends 
towards depression.
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T
he ongoing GTBank-
Lagos State Princi-
pal cup season 8 has 
produced an exciting 
array of football skills 

and talent discovery beyond 
fans and spectators expecta-
tions. 

 No doubt the just conclud-
ed quarterfinals games did not 
let down the expectations and 
excitement as the games played 
out very upsetting events. 

  The  tournament is set to 
move to the next stage as fix-
tures for the semifinals stipulat-
ed for Wednesday 24th of May 
2017 have being announced.  

       The quarterfinals stage of 
the tournament, which fea-
tured 8 games, that sent four 
teams parking, in both the 
male and female categories 
of the competition, leaving 4 
teams to continue their quest 
to make their schools proud in 
the two categories. The quarter-
finals held on Tuesday16th and 
Thursday 17th May 2017 at the 
Onikan Stadium in Lagos.

 In the opening game on Tues-
day for the female category, 
Sanya Senior Grammar School, 
Surulere won Ijaiye Commu-
nity Estate Senior Grammar 
School, Ojokoro by 3-2.   In the 
second game played, Ikorodu 

ANTHONY NLEBEM & 
HEZRON ATUNDE
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GTBank-Lagos State Principals Cup enters 
final knock stage

SuperSport Let’s Play trains over 1,000 students in Edo State

Iyamho, a town in Etsako 
West local government area 
of Edo State, which is home 

to former Governor of Edo State, 
Comrade Adams Oshiomole, 
came alive last weekend for Let’s 
Play, a corporate social respon-
sibility initiative of SuperSport.

 Over a thousand school stu-
dents ranging from 6 to13 years 
from various primary schools 
around the state participated 
in the activation that preceded 
the annual Okpekpe 10km 
road race. The kids were taken 
through the basic rudiments of 
football and were inspired to a 
better future by one-time Afri-
can footballer of the year and 
Let’s Play Ambassador Victor 
Ikpeba who told the students 
to focus on their studies and 
at the same time passionately 
embrace the game of football.

General Manager, SuperS-
port West Africa, Felix Awogu, 
revealed that the Let’s Play ini-
tiative has now been activated 
in over 1000 schools across 
Nigeria through three differ-

L-R: Victor Ikpeba, SuperSport Let’s Play Ambassador; Lara Oshiomhole, former Edo State First Lady; Comrade Adams 
Oshiomhole, former Edo State Governor; Rt. Hon.Comrade Philip Shaibu, Edo State Deputy Governor; Coach Fanny Amu 
and Chidozie Bede Nwokoye, Marketing Manager, SuperSport West Africa during the SuperSport Let’s Play Initiative held 
at Edo State University, Iyahmo-Uzaireu, Edo State recently.

Senior High School, Ikorodu 
convincingly maintained su-
perior game play over The 
Lekki Community Senior High 
School with a flawless 6-0 
victory. 

In the male category, Ijaiye 
Housing Estate Senior Gram-
mar School and Gbaja Boys 
Senior High School played a 
single goal draw at full time, 

game in the female catego-
ry on Wednesday, a game that 
ended in single goal margin 
victory for the Isale Eko Gram-
mar School team.

  In the male category, the 
c omp etition saw a s et of 
competitive and upsetting 
games as Odogunyan Senior 
Grammar Sch. Ikorodu sent 
the Dairy Farm Senior Second-
ary School packing in a 2-0 
victory. 

 Badore Community Senior 
High School and Ikotun Senior 
High School, Ikotun played 
goalless at full time, Ikotun 
Senior High School won on 
penalty shootout in a 4-3 vic-
tory.    

      The fixtures for the semifi-
nals, stipulated for Wednesday 
24th of May 2017 shows great 
promise as the Sanya Senior 
Grammar School, Surulere will 
do battle with Government 
Senior College, Agege, while 
Ikorodu Senior High School, 
Ikorodu will face Isale Eko 
Grammar School, Lagos Island 
in the female category on their 
road to the finals.

 In the male category, Ijaiye 
Housing Estate Senior Gram-
mar School, Ojokoro will face 
Odogunyan senior Grammar 
School, Ikorodu and Muslim 
Senior College; Oworonshoki 
will keep a date with Ikotun 
Senior High School, Ikotun, in 
their bid for the trophy.  

ent sports; Rugby, Cricket and 
Football.

Awogu also stated that said 
SuperSport believes in physical 
development programmes that 
help prepare young African 
children for the future.

“The aim of Let’s Play is to 
develop well-rounded stu-
dents who will perform well in 
school and on the sports field”, 
he said 

Edo State Deputy Governor, 
Rt. Honorable Philip Shaibu 
said the partnership has helped 
enlighten the children on the 
advantages of being physically 
fit and mentally alert. He said 
the presence of Victor Ikpeba 
will go a long way in motivat-
ing the students to achieve 
their goals.

  Also present at the event 
was the Former Governor of 
Edo state and pioneer of the 
Okpekpe road race, Adams Os-
hiomhole. He expressed his de-
light at the initiative, describing 
it as a great move by SuperSport.

 SuperSport with a growing 

commitment to continually 
enriching and inspiring a better 
future among African children 
initiated Let’s Play as part of 
its corporate social responsi-

bility.   The initiative aims to 
introduce and encourage play, 
activity and sport in schools 
and at home thereby keeping 
them healthy both physically 

after which Ijaiye Housing 
Estate Senior Grammar School 
won the game with a convinc-
ing 5-2 on penalty shootout. 

  In the second game, Es-
tate Senior Grammar School, 
Mushin and Muslim Senior 
College, Oworonsoki played a 
very competitive 2-2 draw at 
full time and Muslim Senior 
College, Oworonsoki won the 

tie by penalty shootout that 
ended 4-2.   

 The Female teams took to 
the pitch first on Wednesday, 
as Government Senior College, 
Agege battered CMS Girls Se-
nior Secondary School, Bariga 
in a flawless 8-0 victory. Euba 
Secondary School, Mushin 
and Isale Eko Grammar School, 
Lagos Island played the second 

Adesina Odeyemi, Permanent Secretary Ministry of Education, Lagos State (3rd left); Barrister Seyi Akinwumi, Chairman LSFA 
(4th right); Derin Alex-Adedipe, GTBank Representative (middle) with the Ikorodu Senior High School team at the GTBank-
Lagos State Principals Cup quarterfinals games held at the Onikan Stadium in Lagos.  

and mentally. Let’s play has 
now been activated in over 30 
schools across Nigeria, through 
3 different sports Rugby, Cricket 
and Football.



FA Cup Final: Who wins the battle at Wembley?
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A
rsenal and Chel-
sea are set to bat-
tle for the world’s 
oldest football 
cup competition 

with the two team looking to 
add to their silverware come 
May 27th at the Wembley 
stadium, in the 136th final of 
the FA Cup.

 The winner will enter the 
2017–18 UEFA Europa League 
at the group stage, although 
Chelsea have already booked 
their place for next season 
Champions League. 

This is a rematch of the 
2002 FA Cup Final and the 
first final since 2003 in which 
both sides won league meet-
ings between each other dur-
ing the course of the season, 
with a 3–0 victory by Arsenal 
in September 2016, and a 3–1 
win by Chelsea in February 
2017.

Despite Chelsea qualifying 
for the final first, Arsenal is 
designated as the home team 

Access Bank UNICEF Charity Shield Polo: UNFPA 
hails Fifth Chukker on Children Day event

Fifth Chukker Polo & 
Country Resort and its 
partners, Access Bank 

Plc and UNICEF treated thou-
sands of children from select-
ed schools across the state to 
a whole day of fun, as part of 
events lined up at the ongoing 
Access Bank UNICEF Charity 
Shield Polo Tournament 2017 
in Kaduna.

  The Children Day event 
which has for over five years 
been one of the highlights of 
the international polo fiesta 
at the ongoing, has received 
high profile accolades as an 
occasion that enable chil-
dren to cherish their buoyant 
freedom and rekindle their 
childhood and the potentials 
within them.

  Dr. Bahijjatu Bello Garko 
of UNFPA hails Fifth Chuk-
ker and Access Bank Plc for 
providing the platform during 
the charity polo tournament 
for the Nigerian children to 
mark the 2017 Children Day 
in a most special way.

  “There is an important 
need for both private and pub-
lic sectors to do a lot more in 
support of the Nigerian child, 
particularly the orphans and 

ISMAIL ABIODUN as they come first alphabeti-
cally in The FA’s register. 

Arsenal would be appear-
ing in a record 20th FA Cup 
Final and would be looking 
to regain the record for most 
FA Cup wins by winning 
their thirteenth in this match. 
Arsenal shared the record at 
12 after Manchester United 
equalled Arsenal’s original 
record last season. Embattled 
Arsenal manager, Arsene 
Wenger also jointly holds the 
record as the most successful 
manager in the FA Cup hav-
ing won it six times previ-
ously. Chelsea had won the 
FA Cup four times since 2003. 

Arsenal defeated fellow 
Premier League side, Man-
chester City with a 2–1 win, 
goals from Nacho Monreal 
and Chilean striker Alexis 
Sanchez that see Arsenal 
book their place in the final.

 Chelsea reached the final 
with a 4–2 win with two 
goals from Willian and a goal 
each from Eden Hazard and 
Nemanja Matić.

 While Chelsea are eyeing 

the double after winning the 
Premier League, manager 
Antonio Conte is also looking 
to win the double in his first 
season in charge of Chelsea, 
putting him in place with 
other manager who have 
won the double in their first 
season in the Premier League, 

Arsene Wenger need to win 
the FA Cup to give Arsenal 
fans and his players some-
thing to cheer for at the end 
of what is regarded as a bad 
season to Arsenal standard 
who look set to miss out in 
the race for the top four. With 
transfer rumor linking the 

likes of Eden Hazard to Real 
Madrid, Diego Costa to China, 
Sanchez and Ozil away from 
Arsenal, the final is a fight to 
finish from this two London 
rivals.   

Who take these one Arse-
nal or Chelsea? I guess time 
will tell. 

ANTHONY NLEBEM 

vulnerable children to enable 
them look forward to a better 
tomorrow,” the Garko added. 

Speaking earlier, Access 
Bank Zonal Head CBD Zone, 
Kaduna, Abubakar Kaita said 
the bank will continue to sup-
port UNICEF in its campaign 
to protect the interest of the 
Nigerian child.

  “The 2017 edition of the 
Charity Shield Polo Tourna-

ment is more than an affirma-
tion of our commitment to 
socio-economic wellbeing of 
children and acknowledge-
ment of the impact this   ini-
tiative has had on the lives of 
the orphaned and vulnerable 
children in Kaduna State and 
its environ,” Kaita pointed out.

  Over 500 school pupils 
and their teachers spent the 
whole day at the foremost 
Fifth Chukker Polo & Country 
Resort in Kaduna, engaging 
in various sporting activities, 
drawing and paintings. 

The exciting children 
rounded up the day cheer-
ing up Lagos Saopolo defeat 
Amana Insurance 6-1, to book 
a ticket to the second round 
of the Access bank Cup that 
pitched twelve teams this 
year.

  YBL-DY Farms defeated 
Kano Dantex 6-41/2 in the 
second game of the day, but 
the two contested could not 
make to the crucial second 
round of the Access bank Cup 
title, having lost their opening 
games Monday.

  The biggest charity polo 
tournament in Africa entered 
higher gears on Friday as the 
four high-goal teams rumbled 
for the event’s biggest prize, 
the Charity Shield.
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L
ast weekend I dropped in on my friend 
Uwa Ezuoke, the celebrated columnist 
and commentator on affairs public and 
private, domestic and international. He 
was locked in his study with a sign on the 

door saying Silence: Genius at work! Whenever 
he hung up this silly sign his wife dared not call 
him to supper, and his children knew better than 
to play within earshot. Uwa Ezuoke would never 
compromise his daily bread—not to speak of his 
good name—for what he called “frivolous family 
fun.” Only I—well, he knew I was no respecter of 
his intellectual privacy, nor of his ego. 

I opened the door to find him seated on the floor, 
staring into space, with a chaos of papers scattered 
everywhere. “What on earth are you doing?” I 
yelled. He looked up at me, then looked down again 
without a word. I recognised the mood. 

“Yes, I know. ‘Writer’s cramps. Mental block. 
Can’t think of a thing to say this week,’ ” I mimicked 
him.

“It’s no laughing matter!” He’d finally found his 
voice. “Think of my hundred thousand readers out 
there, just waiting for The Word! What will they 
ever do if my column fails to appear? The world 
will surely grind to a halt!” 

His face had the grimmest of expressions. But 
I knew it was a put-on—but only in part. Being a 
celebrity was beginning to take its toll on Uwa 
Ezuoke. 

“Idiot,” I said. “Good a thing you still have some 
humour left. If you don’t take it easy you’ll drive 
yourself crazy for real. I’ve told you times without 
number. It’s not what you say but just that you 
say it.” 

“Na lie!” Now he was fully awake and fighting. 
“It’s got to be right or not at all. Perfect. Perfect. And 
complete. Correct.” 

“Look at you! You think you’re some kind of 
god?” 

“Not yet, but I’m getting there. Look,” and now 
he was back down on earth, “man, you’ve got 

But I’m digressing—to no purpose . . . 
“You most certainly are,” he cut me off. But I was 

enjoying this. There was just one paragraph left and 
I was determined to get it all out. 

My true interest is actually closer home—in 
Liberia, which only happens to rhyme with Nigeria 
because they were coined by the same Anglo-
Saxons of latinate pretensions. But there, surely, the 
resemblance ends . . . .

Uwa Ezuoke got up from the floor. “The 
introduction is useless and the story of Samuel Doe 
and his Chief Justice is passé.” 

“True, but you can update it.” 
“Not this week. It’s 12 hours to deadline and I 

still have to have some sleep.” 
This was getting even harder than I thought. I 

picked up another sheet. Some of my colleagues may 
think me heretical; but that’s their problem.  

“Apropos of what?” he asked. “In any case, no 
essays in self-analysis. Not this week.” 

“Aha! I finally found it. Open Government.” 
“That goes back two or three regimes,” Uwa 

Ezuoke countered. 
“But it applies equally to this regime!” 
“Yes, but it will take 2000 words, and you know 

the space takes only 800.” 
“Write it, then break it in three.”
“No time. Too long.”
I was beginning not to enjoy this anymore. 

“My friend, are you sure you want to write this 
week?” Before he could respond an item on a 
nearby sheet caught my eye.  ASUU Ilorin Branch 
to investigate members who fail students who refuse 
to give them you know what. At last ASUU is rising 
to its responsibilities. Just hope they’ll publish their 
findings. They’re always accusing government of not 
publishing findings. Other branches will hopefully 
follow suit. ‘Regarding the allegation against Professor 
X, we have after careful investigation come to the 
conclusion that the allegation is true.’ Now, when 
that happens we’ll know there’s some real future for 
higher education in Nigeria after all.

“I didn’t write that,” protested Uwa Ezuoke. 
“It’s your handwriting.” I held it up to him. 
“In any case, ASUU has just been proscribed.” 
“So?” 
“I can’t hit them while they’re down.”  
“Then write about the universities in general.” 
“The universities are a mess. I’m fed up with 

the universities.” 
It has proved a fruitless exercise. But Uwa 

Ezuoke has never yet missed a deadline. I think I’ve 
caught him with a trick or two, recycling old stuff 
and such, but never yet has his column failed to 
appear. I’m sure by morning, two hours to deadline, 
the unseen powers will grab him and not let go till 
he’s cranked out something. 

He walked to the door. “Let’s have some supper,” 
he called out to his wife. Another minute and 
the children came rushing in, all boisterous and 
lively. . . .  
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to help me. What should I write? Give me some 
suggestions.” 

I picked up one sheet from the floor, then 
another. “Looks to me like you have plenty of fine 
ideas here in outline. All you need do is take one 
and work it through.” 

“Like what?” He sounded genuinely confused. 
We’d been through this exercise before, but 
something told me it wasn’t going to be so easy 
this time. I looked more closely at the papers in 
my hand. 

“Well, okay. How about this one: Some centuries 
ago, we are told, some European buccaneers 
(bloody pirates!) found themselves shipwrecked 
in mid-Atlantic, and resorted to life-boats. As they 
drifted for days they ran out of food, and decided 
they had to kill and eat one of their number. But 
who? They cast lots, slew the victim and ate him. 
Some days later when they ran out of food, they did 
it again. They kept doing this until some lucky boat 
finally rescued them. It’s all down in the captain’s 
log-book.

He’d listened with obvious impatience, but 
he knew he’d better not interrupt me. When I 
finally stopped he said simply, “I’m tired of roasting 
Europeans. Bastards, everyone of them!”  

“Okay, what of this one: Double-Agent—sounds 
like a fall-out of the Patrick Wilmot affair.  An agent 
who works double time for double pay. A citizen 
on the Imo-Akwa Ibom border who speaks Igbo 
as fluently as he speaks Ibibio, and when there’s a 
border skirmish he fights sometimes on the one side, 
sometimes on the other.

“That’s not funny,” retorted Uwa Ezuoke.  

“There’s more,” I said, and continued reading: 
Revolving door system of public service – same 
people recycled in regime after regime. No wonder 
the policies don’t change.

“What does that have to do with double-agent?” 
“How would I know? These scribbles are yours, 

not mine.” 
I picked up another sheet. “Now here’s a good 

one. The Blind Men and the Elephant.
The story is told of three blind men who went to 

see an elephant. Each touched a different part of the 
great beast’s anatomy and came away convinced that 
what he touched was the beast-in-full. The elephant, 
it is said, is the event, and the blind men the journalists 
who attempt to report it. So much for “Intro to News 
Reporting 101.”  

The Russians and the Americans, who often have 
such sound reasons of national policy to put aside 
what they learned in Reporting 101 class, sometimes 
give such widely differing accounts of the beast that 
you come away convinced they’re not talking of the 
same event at all. Now that they’ve taken the first step 
in the journey of a thousand miles toward nuclear 
disarmament, let’s see how far they first have to go 
before recognisable outlines of the beast can re-assert 
themselves in their several accounts. 

Week
Quotes of the

A Computer Economics report showed 
that annual worldwide malware ex-
penses increased by $10 billion (to $13 
billion) over a recent 10-year span. 
Google Research suggests that one in 
every 10 Web sites is infected with 
“drive-by” malware. In June 2009, the 
Windows Secrets e-newsletter reported 
that such seemingly safe Web sites as 
Coldwell Banker.com, Variety.com, and 
even Tennis.com were exposing Internet 
Explorer visitors to the Gumblar exploit, 
which threatens to compromise visitors’ 
systems in order to propagate.

IT professionals must encourage their 
users to follow several security prac-
tices to minimize virus, spyware, and 
malware exposure. But many computer 
techs are too busy to spread the word, or 
they don’t have the time to build an ap-
propriate memo or handout.

Blogs
From the 

‘’ Gov. Wike has performed wonderfully well 
in governance. I have no regrets that he is the 
Governor of Rivers State. I am happy that the 
governor has opened up Rivers State through 
projects. Wike has shown so much commitment 
to infrastructural development. The whole of 
Rivers State is now a construction yard”. Former 
President Goodluck Jonathan.

“When I was asked a question relating to the 
signing of the 2017 Budget, my response was: 
when it is transmitted to the Presidency, the 
issue will be addressed. Anything beyond that 
response amounts to deliberate mischief and 
should be ignored”. Minister of Information 
and Culture, Lai Mohammed.

“We must move the region forward, and we can 
only do this by cooperating with all stakehold-
ers. “So, we have to agree whether to terminate 
that Master Plan, update it or upgrade it. But a 
Master Plan is needed so that our annual bud-
gets will be annual incremental steps towards 
achieving the vision of the plan. NDDC must 
move away from the usual annual budgets 
for it  to achieve maximum efficiency”. Victor 
Nodoma-Egba, Chairman of NDDC. 

Numbers
0.72%
Trading activities on the Nigerian Stock Exchange 
(NSE) closed green on Thursday with Nestlé garner-
ing N9.95 to close at N835 per share, thereby lifting 
the market indicators by 0.72 per cent.

7%
The 2016 unaudited accounts of the Nigerian Ports 
Authority (NPA) is currently stalling the release of 
the 7.0 percent surcharge paid on imports for the 
development of the ports.

Genius at work


