
Alley Grace 

Pray harder!!! 
“Too many Christians view prayer merely as a 
duty or as a ministry resource. While the lat-
ter is true, it is nevertheless theologically in-
adequate. We ought to pray even if we do not 
have personal problems or great ministry 
needs. For prayers must also be understood 
in its theological significance as it relates to 
our soul’s fulfillment as essential spiritual 
beings.  

Prayer answers the cry of our creation. It de-
fines our worship, deepens our life and devel-
ops our faith. Prayer is vital to our true fulfill-
ment as human beings. We are created to find 
our deepest fulfillment in God. For we are 
first  and foremost spiritual beings who need 
God.  

It is not God who needs our prayers, but we 
who need God—not as the cosmic answer to 
our questions nor the celestial solution to our 
problems,  but for who He is and for who we 
are when we are in Him.” - Edmund Chan 
(Growing Deep in God; p45) 

All effort of a man is in vain if it has no power of 
God and it is through prayer that His power is 
unleashed.  As goes with the saying “when we 
work, we work—but when we pray, God 
works!” 

Jesus Christ modeled us in prayer as the center 
of His life and ministry here on earth. Every-
thing He did was saturated with prayer and for 
Him life without prayer is a contradiction of 
terms.  

He said to his disciples, “The harvest is great, 
but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord 
who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send 
more workers into his fields.” - Matthew 9:37-
38 (NLT) 

In dealing with problems/needs of people that 
Jesus saw, He addressed to His disciples the sig-
nificant of prayer in solution to the problem of 
lack of laborers.  

Indeed, until we can completely pray in surren-
der to God, we can never live a life He desires 
for us.  

Prayer is a necessity and a priority! Pray harder! 

I am delighted with these stu-
dents (Jo, Zhary & El). After 
the RSTP, El shared her expe-
riences to her friends and 
invited them to join in our BS 
in which they responded inter-
estedly in joining. One of them 
is Jo, the young lady with an 
eye glasses and her other 
friend will be joining in the 
coming first semester. All 
through out the summer class 
in CPU, I am meeting El and Jo 
for BS.  

I am happy seeing Zhary 
joined us in one of our BS, he 
once attended our BS last 
sem. I encouraged him to grow 

in faith in God because of the 
many struggles that he is fac-
ing. I have known his story 
the first time we talked last 
year for he felt confident in 
sharing it with me. 

One afternoon after we‟re 
done with our BS, we played 
Banana  Peel—a word for-
mation game and I was over-
whelmed with their idea to 
describe me as what they 
knew of me for it was their 
way to express sadness upon 
learning that my one year 
term in YDF will be over soon. 
They wanted to comfort me 
with these words.  

I am beyond grateful for the joy that 
I felt that afternoon because of 
them. 

 I am praising God because of the  
change on the inside out that I saw in 
them and even more praising God for 
giving me joy through sharing in the 
life of these young people.  

May God continue to smile to these 
young people as they keep their faith on trusting 
Him, thus He will bless them.  

Ministry Needs: 

 Funds for both UPV 
and CPU Navs upcom-
ing events/ activities 
for the school year 

 Bible study materials 
(LOW, LOA, LCL, Man 
to Man, TMS) 

 Man of God for man 
to man discipleship. 

 Fund support
(ministry and person-
al) for YDF to commit 
on monthly giving.  

 Words of encourage 
from the alumni 
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 Upcoming Prayer and 
school year planning 
of CPU Navs that God 
will give us guidance 
and wisdom. 

 That God will draw 
the students to the 
field where the har-
vest is plentiful.  

 That the officers of 
CPU and UPV Navs will 
be committed into 
doing the responsibil-
ity assigned to them 
and most especially 
they will be commit-
ted to God in every-
thing that they will 
do.  

 That the student 
leaders will take their 
part in the disciple-
ship journey. 

PRAYER BOARD: 



that time. However, Jose came after a 
while and Jim followed. We talked about a 
lot of things, they shared their plans, grati-
tude to God, and discussed the significance 
of prayer.  

The last photo was taken during our sem-
ender/election of officers that was held 
after the final exams. I am blessed by what 
we‟ve talk about and by knowing each of 
them. Before we started the election, I ask 
each of the present members of their opin-
ion if elected as UPV Nav President and saw 
myself as one of them looking back to my 
college days. We also talked discipleship and 
their thoughts about it. I asked them to 
pray and seek God‟s will regarding disciple-
ship in their school break. Towards the end, 
each of us prayed our thanksgiving and con-
cerns to God.  

May God continue to smile to these stu-
dents and show favor in each of them. 
Praises, honor and glory be to God for eve-
rything.  

As the semester is almost over, I am 
grateful to each one of the students 
of UPV Navs for sharing with me 
their life and journey.  

I was grateful to God for giving me 
time to talk with the graduates. Al-
most all of them now are taking their 
review for accountancy board exam.  

The young lady with me in the first 
photo is Anna. She‟s the UPV Navs 
President and a graduating student. 
I am grateful that God gave us time 
to talk before she left for review in 
Manila. I prayed that God will show 
her His wonderful plans and she will 
grow even more in trusting God for 
everything. 

I was given an opportunity to have 
BS with these three young gentle-
men. They were officers of the UPV 
Navs and also graduating students. 
They‟re having their board review 
here in Iloilo. It was only Norijan, in 
the white shirt, who met me for BS 

       Gifts for Building the Temple 
One morning, while I was doing my chapter reading in the Bible, I came to read 1 Chronicles 29:1-9 and I cried as I read “...Now then, who will follow my example and give offerings to the Lord to-day?” (v5) because I don’t have anything to offer to God.  

I was actually in my final decision on what to pursue since my one year  term as a YDF will be over soon. I was considering and really praying that God would open an opportunity for me abroad for 5 years before going fulltime in the ministry and the other consideration was to seek employment here in Iloilo to be able to continue the work in the campus ministry. I didn’t consider applying outside Iloilo except abroad since I was thinking that if I’ll be working in the Philippines I wanted it in Iloilo for the mean time. It also came to my mind  to extend another six months in YDF. After searching, seeking and praying to God’s will after YDF term, God confirmed to me through 1 Chronicles 29:1-9 to continue or extend my term for another six months. I cried harder because I wanted to give God the finest gift that He deserve yet He didn’t gave me the finest gift of materials to return to Him. Rather, He gave me the ability to serve Him to my full potential through the work in the campus ministry. I praise and thank God for answering my prayers of guidance and wisdom. Truly, I can only be happy with the decision if it is God’s confirmation and will. Praises, honor and glory to Him.  

Many people say, “Who will show 

us better time?” let your face smile 

on us, Lord. You have given me 

greater joy than those who have 

abundant harvests of grain and 

new wine. In peace I will lie down 

and sleep, for you alone, O Lord, 

will keep me safe. –Psalm 4:6-8 

Hooray UPV!!! 

This is my gorgeous supervisor. She celebrated her 54th 
birthday this month and I am blessed to celebrate and re-
joice with her in her special day.  

I am blessed and grateful to God for letting our journey be 
the same in some aspect. I know her well and she knows me 
well too. We laugh loud, cry low and we argue in a lot of 
things too! Haha!  

I know I am stubborn in many ways and I thank you for being 
patient and for understanding me more than you understand 
others. I have learned many things and I will treasure those 
learnings „til death. Maybe some of those were not really 

good but I know every time that you will come to my mind, I would always thank God for knowing you.   

“There are many virtuous and capable women in the world, but you surpass them all!” Charm is deceptive, and beau-
ty does not last; but a woman who fears the Lord will be greatly praised. Reward her for all she has done. Let her 
deeds publicly declare her praise.—Proverbs 31:29-31 

May God continue to smile and give favour on you. I love yah! 


