
Sermon 8: 1 Kings 8: Preparations for the Temple 
 
OUTLINE 
 
Solomon’s building materials 
Christ’s building materials 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Do you know the seven wonders of the ancient world?  The Great Pyraminds of Giza, the 
hanging gardens of Babylon; the statue of Zeus at Olympia; the temple of Artmeis at 
Ephesus; the Mausoleum at Halicarnassus; the Colossus of Rhodes and the lighthouse of 
Alexandria.  Only the pyramids are still standing.  What are the new seven wonders of the 
world?  The Great Wall of China; Christ the Redeemer statue; Machu Picchu; Chichen Itza; 
the Roman Colosseum; the Taj Mahal.  Now what is the most important building that has or 
ever will been built?  Solomon’s Temple.  1 Kings 5 gave a summary of Solomon’s wisdom 
when it came to administration and writings, but here we are returned to the beginning of 
his reign to record the how and why of Solomon building the most important building man 
has ever built.   
 
For many this sort of chapter in the Bible will be past over as one of the boring ones, but 
this would be to miss the significance of what is happening here.  Solomon is setting out on 
the most important building venture known to man, to make a temple for the God of the 
universe, a task which his whole existence exists for, v5.  This chapter gives some of the 
details as to how he accomplished it, but also discusses some of his intentions, the why of 
his building.  So today as we look at this chapter we want to begin by looking at Solomon 
and his preparations and gathering of materials while paying some attention to his motives.  
But secondly, we want to recognise that Solomon as the Davidic King who has been granted 
the throne to build a temple is a shadow pointing forward to Christ who too is to build a 
temple. 
 
Solomon’s building materials 
 
This chapter can be divided up into three parts.  V1-6 deals with the correspondence 
between Hiram and Solomon and Solomon making the request for wood to build the temple; 
v7-12 records Hiram’s response and terms of agreement listing some of the details.  V13-18 
sets out some of the administrative aspects focusing on how the work force was organised, 
v13-16, and how special attention was paid to the foundation v17.  All concluding with how 
this building process was a venture of international cooperation, v18.   
 
Hiram was the king of Tyre, his kingdom fell under the jurisdiction of Solomon’s reign so 
technically, Solomon could order Hiram to do his bidding and he would have no choice but 
to obey.  However, the tone in the correspondence shows respect despite Solomon asking 
the assistance of an inferior.  Hiram we are told was a friend of David, v1, ‘Now Hiram king 
of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon when he heard that they had anointed him king in 
place of his father, for Hiram always loved David.’  He had helped David build his palace, 2 
Sam. 5:8.  The working relationship to build the temple between Solomon and Hiram began 
when Hiram sent congratulations to Solomon when he had become King.  In other words, 
you need to go back in time and appreciate that this desire on Solomon’s part was one of 
his first acts as king.  Solomon sends a message to Hiram, v2-6, ‘And Solomon sent word to 
Hiram,3 "You know that David my father could not build a house for the name of the LORD 
his God because of the warfare with which his enemies surrounded him, until the LORD put 



them under the soles of his feet.4 But now the LORD my God has given me rest on every 
side. There is neither adversary nor misfortune.5 And so I intend to build a house for the 
name of the LORD my God, as the LORD said to David my father, 'Your son, whom I will set 
on your throne in your place, shall build the house for my name.'6 Now therefore command 
that cedars of Lebanon be cut for me. And my servants will join your servants, and I will pay 
you for your servants such wages as you set, for you know that there is no one among us 
who knows how to cut timber like the Sidonians."’  There are several things we need to note 
here. 
 
Firstly, notice the timing of the building.  David who had an earnest desire to honour God 
because he lived in a lovely cedar palace but God’s dwelling place was a tattered old tent, 
was the one who originally sought to build a temple.  However, David was prevented, 
Solomon says here to Hiram that he was too busy fighting, but God revealed to David that it 
was also on account of him being a man of blood.  David might have disqualified himself 
due to his sins or it would have sent the wrong message.  It might have sent a wrong 
message to have a man of war building a temple, it might send the message that the God of 
the Israelites is all about war and giving victory in war, a common way of thinking about 
gods in the OT. 
 
Secondly, notice that Solomon himself recognises that the purpose of his rising to the throne 
was for the purpose of building God a temple for His name, v5.  He recognises that the 
peace he is presently enjoying is a God given opportunity to build God’s temple.  Already 
here we have a helpful insight we can apply to ourselves.  In NZ we have peace on all sides, 
we are not distracted with war, we have a golden opportunity to build God’s kingdom.  
Think on it.  Solomon speaks about there being no adversary.  We believe that the 
strongman has been bound, that all authority on heaven and earth are Christ’s and He has 
sent us with the assurance of His powerful presence.  Will we read this opportunity as a 
time to build or will we slack off? 
 
Thirdly, one commentator has pointed out that David even though he has a very godly 
desire, namely to build God a temple gets a no.  David has to content himself with a long 
view of the kingdom and that God will do what David is willing to do through someone else.  
A helpful reminder when we have a number of desires we feel are godly that we would love 
to satisfy.  God in His providence may say NO.   
 
Fourthly, note Solomon’s motive, he wants to build a temple ‘for the name of the LORD my 
God.’  He is concerned with magnifying the glory of God.  He wants to build a temple that 
will make God’s name better known.  What does it mean to do something for God’s name?  
John Piper says, ‘…when the Scripture speaks of doing something for his name's sake it 
means virtually the same as doing it for his glory. The “name” of God is a reference to who 
he is in all his perfection. And that is what his glory refers to also. “Glory” simply specifies 
more clearly the nature of God's being while the term “name” leaves that nature 
unspecified.’1  ‘What is the chief end of man?  To glorify God and enjoy Him forever.’  This is 
the motive of Solomon’s heart.  His sole purpose as king is to glorify God.  He has been 
granted peace and a position on the throne in order to glorify God.  You have a body and 
life and breath, and many good gifts to enjoy, in order that you too might glorify God.  You 
and Solomon share a common goal, to glorify God.   
 
How does building a temple glorify God?  The glory of God is not constrained as if God 
needed a house because He was being rained on.  He is infinite and needs nothing, there is 
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nothing created that could hold Him.  No the temple was a place where the holy God would 
be resident among His people in fulfilment of His covenant promises.  God in the midst of 
His people was a partial restoration of what Adam lost in Eden at the Fall.  Here the 
goodness of a holy God and His gracious condescension to have fellowship with sinners 
would be put on display.  In truth it could be as well said through the old tatty tabernacle as 
well as an architectural wonder.  The temple was the place where innocent sacrifices were 
killed in payment of a sinner’s sin debt, where the death of the sacrifice ransomed the life of 
the sinner, and as a result God forgave and fellowship continued.  God’s justice and holiness 
are magnified by the demand payment and His love by the result of continuing fellowship.  
Unlike the other religions who used temples and priesthoods to manipulate their gods with 
bribes and services.  The true God does not need us, yet the reality of a temple shows a 
willingness to humble Himself to have fellowship with us, not for His sake but for ours.  The 
temple was a shadow of Christ’s work on the cross in payment for our sin.   
 
In response to Solomon’s request Hiram not only agrees to provide the trees but shipping 
and handling as well, v7-9.  The text reflects on the peace that resulted and the mutual 
benefit in this arrangement, v10-12, ‘So Hiram supplied Solomon with all the timber of cedar 
and cypress that he desired,11 while Solomon gave Hiram 20,000 cors of wheat as food for 
his household, and 20,000 cors of beaten oil. Solomon gave this to Hiram year by year.12 
And the LORD gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him. And there was peace between 
Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them made a treaty.’  The fact that Hiram is a Gentile 
and is rejoicing at God being worshipped in this way has been thought of as an anticipation 
of the many Gentiles who would worship God through Christ.   
 
The last part of the chapter makes comments on the forced labour, v13-14 speak about the 
1 month on and 2 months off arrangement with Israelites working in Lebanon.  But v15 has 
an ominous note as we see the people of the land being subjected to what appears to be 
slavery, ‘Solomon also had 70,000 burden-bearers and 80,000 stonecutters in the hill 
country.’  It is unclear how ‘voluntary’ these services were rendered.  If there were war, 
mandatory conscription would be enforced, here Solomon conscripts men for temple 
building in peacetime.  What may not have been slavery here will set a precedent that will 
cause trouble later on.   
 
Christ’s building materials 
 
One greater than Solomon is here, and it is not Solomon who is building the most important 
building ever built, but Christ who is building the temple of the Church.  Solomon’s work of 
temple building is an anticipation of Christ’s building of the Church.  The foundation of this 
new temple that Christ is building is Himself as the Cornerstone.  Jesus reveals spiritual 
temple that He is building beginning with Himself in John 2:19-22, ‘Jesus answered them, 
"Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."20 The Jews then said, "It has 
taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?"21 But he 
was speaking about the temple of his body.22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the 
word that Jesus had spoken.’  With Christ as the cornerstone and the apostles and prophets 
as the foundation, every other Christian is added to this spiritual edifice, Eph. 2:19-22, ‘So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and 
members of the household of God,20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone,21 in whom the whole structure, being joined 
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.22 In him you also are being built together 
into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.’  Collectively then the church is the temple where 
God dwells, but individually we are also all temples of God, 1 Cor. 6:19-20, ‘Or do you not 



know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? 
You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.’  Paul 
maps out the moral implications here.  Firstly, he applies it in the area of sexual purity, but 
by implication all that we are is God’s, we are not our own to do whatever we want.  Peter 
expands this saying that we are not only the temple but the priests too, 1 Pet. 2:4-5, ‘As 
you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious,5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.’  The 
sacrifices we now offer are not blood sacrifices for the forgiveness of sin, Christ has finished 
that work, no we offer the sacrifice of praise.   
 
It has been pointed out that Solomon’s dressed stones would have been in better shape 
than we are.  How many of you are perfect who are all right angles with no blemishes?  God 
in His grace is able to incorporate sinners into this temple, imperfect sinners who still blow 
it. Christ is the one who qualifies us to be a part of the temple and the bod by which we are 
mortared in is not the bond of our own righteousness or sweat but the Spirit who has 
eternally bonded us to Christ.   
 
The present state of the temple of Christ has been compared to a building site.  The work is 
not finished yet.  The foundation is laid, the work continues on a daily basis but it is not a 
pretty site.  But one day the temple will be finished and the New Jerusalem in bridal robes 
will be the finished work of Christ.                                  


