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Reports 
 
 

LAY REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORT  

The only meeting which has taken place for us this year was the Diocesan Synod in March which was held 

on-line. The day began with a eucharist which constitutes the Synod. Bishop Ian spoke of his awareness of 

all the efforts that had been made to make “church” continue through the pandemic. He announced that 

two charges no longer have a congregation that can sustain them as an incumbency: St Fillan, Killin which 

will become a pilgrim chapel (it lies on the newly re-established pilgrim route from Iona to St Andrews) and 

All Saints, Kinlochrannoch: it is hoped this will become a centre for ecumenical and community activities. 

A good part of the day was spent on Canon 4, which relates to the appointment of bishops. The current 

procedures have not been working effectively, they lack flexibility and involve a large number of people with 

little experience of discerning vocation in others. Views from the synod have been passed to the Canon 4 

Review Group and no doubt their findings from all the dioceses will be presented at next year’s synod. 

General Synod has called on us all to bring forward action for the SEC to achieve net zero carbon emissions 

by 2030. In groups we were able to share some of the actions we are already taking. There were suggestions 

that some things could be done at diocesan level such as negotiating for green energy. We were encouraged 

to make sure that we are paying attention to small matters as well as to the larger ones. 

 A meeting of the Area Council, to which all are invited, has now been called for Saturday November 13 th 

from 11.00am-2.00pm at St. Saviour’s, Bridge of Allan. The topics to be discussed are pilgrimage and climate 

change. 

Elizabeth Passe – Lay Representative 

Joyce Smith – Alternate Lay Representative 

19th October 2021 

 
FABRIC REPORT 

 

As usual I would like to thank the many people, in particular Colin, Grant, Douglas, and Tim, for their 
considerable work in maintaining our properties.  Many thousands of pounds are saved annually by not 
having to employ tradesmen. 
 

Since March 2020 there has been limited work on the church due to Covid Restrictions.   

 

YOUR CHURCH 

 

Roof. The congregation will by now be well aware of the major problems with our south roof and the 

damage caused to the south west corner of the church.  Willie McEwan has been contracted to re-slate the 

whole south side and will commence work as soon as he can.  The response to the Appeal has been 



magnificent to date and now stands at nearly £18,000.  I would like to offer my personal thanks to 

everybody for their generosity. 

 

Porch.    The Vestry have accepted a quote for a replacement door for the ramp entrance and the 

contractor will construct and fit it as soon as possible.  This may, however, be a matter of months rather 

than weeks due to pressure of work. 

 

Basement.  Following an extensive investigation into the source of the leak in the basement, including 

digging up the A91 outside the church by the Water Board, the leak has now been repaired.   

 

YOUR RECTORY 

To comply with Scottish Executive policy we are obliged to fit an integrated fire/smoke alarm system.  This 

will be done before the year end. 

 

YOUR  GARDENS.  Despite the restrictions work has continued to maintain our gardens around the church.  

The grass has been cut, the hedges trimmed and the flower and shrub beds maintained. This is thanks 

primarily to the extensive and dedicated work by Grant Lindsay and Douglas Caren. There are, of course, 

many members of our congregation who contribute as well and our deep gratitude is extended to them all. 

 

YOUR CONVENOR.   I have decided that I no longer wish to continue as Fabric Convenor and have offered 

my resignation to the Vestry.  It is not really my forte and I somewhat reluctantly undertook the role as a 

‘stopgap’ following the sad death of George Pullen.  That was nine years ago!  As yet there are no offers to 

replace me but I remain hopeful. 

 

A C Herdman            

 
 

Report on PVGS  

The PVGS - Protection of Vulnerable Groups Scheme (it used to be called disclosure) position at St James's 
has not changed over the past year with no additional church activities requiring action on the 
safeguarding front.  Laurene and Steve MacKenzie delivered Safeguarding training to the Vestry on 20th 
April 2021. 
 
The SEC reminds us all that safeguarding involves everyone in the church and not just those in official roles. 
It is everyone’s responsibility to make the church and its activities a safe place for all people and especially 
the young and the vulnerable. We are all asked to follow the four Rs:  

1. Recognise when something is amiss – have eyes to see and ears to hear 
2. Respond to the concerns – don’t delay reporting the problem to the Police if someone is at 

immediate risk of harm 
3. Record in writing what has been seen, heard or said without making judgements 
4. Refer your verbal and written record to the Safeguarding Officer or Rector.  

 
See the Safeguarding page on the St James website for more details: 
https://www.stjamesthegreatdollar.org.uk/safeguarding/ 
People who are engaged in regulated work require to be members of PVGS. The definition of regulated 

work with children and young people has not changed in recent years.  Within the church, concerning 

vulnerable adults, the two areas of work that are included are pastoral visiting and outreach project work 

https://www.stjamesthegreatdollar.org.uk/safeguarding/


to people with particular needs.  Our Eucharistic Ministers who take home communion to people are 

considered to be pastoral visitors, so they all needed to join PVGS. Driving adults to events is not 

considered regulated work, so drivers do not need to join PVGS. Similarly, serving the elderly at the Pop In 

Café does not require PVGS membership. 

At the moment, there are eight Eucharistic ministers at St James's and all are members of PVGS. Home 

communion has not been taken to members by the Eucharistic ministers since coronavirus lockdown 

began in March 2020. However, the Rector is able to take communion to those who are housebound. 

Four members of St James's are members of PVGS who volunteer to work with children and young people.  

As Young Church has been dormant  2020-21, these members have not been active in children’s work at St 

James’s. 

PVGS forms are not difficult to fill out and Laurene or Steve are always happy to assist if your volunteering 

activities at St James's require that you join the Scheme.   If you have questions about PVGS, regulated 

work or volunteering for church activities that you think may be covered by this legislation, please get in 

touch at any time with Laurene for activities with vulnerable adults and Steve for activities with children 

and young people.  We are very happy to help. 

There is clear information about safeguarding on the St James's website under the tab “Safeguarding” 

which is on the Home page (see link above). If you, or someone you know, are concerned that a child or 

vulnerable adult is at risk or has been harmed, or if you are concerned about the behaviour of someone 

towards children or vulnerable adults, you will find details on who to contact on this page. There are also 

posters at the back of the church and in the Parish Rooms. 

If you have any concerns about these matters please don't hesitate to contact Laurene or Steve with your 

concern, either after a service, by phone, or through e-mail. 

Laurene MacKenzie, Coordinator for Protection of Vulnerable Adults 

Steve MacKenzie, Coordinator for Protection of Children and Young People 

Adults - Laurene:   safeguarding@sjgd.org.uk   01259 212771 

Children – Steve:   safeguarding@sjgd.org.uk   01259 212771 / 07776177469 

Details of Safeguarding within the SEC can be found on the website at 

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/organisation/safeguarding/ . The Provincial Officer, 

Donald Urquhart, is always ready to answer any questions you may have or respond to your safeguarding 

concerns.  

 

Donald Urquhart, Provincial Officer – Tel – 0131-225-6357/07702-793553 

E-mail – protection@scotland.anglican.org 

Laurene and Steve MacKenzie  

https://www.scotland.anglican.org/who-we-are/organisation/safeguarding/
mailto:protection@scotland.anglican.org

