
Faith, is it in you? 
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the 
men of old gained approval. 

Hebrews 11:1-2 

Pre-Understanding 
How would you define faith? How would you explain it if a friend asked you what 
Christians mean by it? (We’ll come back to this question so don’t feel like you need to 
write a theology on the topic) 

Context 
This passage is often called the definition of faith. But the author has been talking 
about faith for the last 11 Chapters. Write a 1-2 sentence observation for the 
following passages: 

Heb. 2:17 Heb. 3:2-6

Heb. 4: 1-3 Heb. 6:1

Heb 6:9-12 Heb. 10: 19-23

Heb. 10:35-39 Heb 12:1-3

Heb 13:7



Clarification 
Often when talking about faith (and justification) scripture can talk about what you do in 
order to have faith (believe) and what you do because you have faith (faithfulness) . 1

Looking back at our passage which is he talking about? Which does he mean by the way he 
uses faith in verse 1? 

1. To have faith means that you are assured of what you hope for 
2. Having faith results in assurance of God’s promises and conviction about the truth of 

God’s promises 

What does the difference in wording mean? 

Counseling 
How would you respond to someone who says that their faith isn’t strong enough to be 
saved? 

What would you say to someone who says that because they believe in science they can’t 
believe in the message of the Bible? 

Compare and Contrast 
Here are some common quotes from our current culture about faith. How would you use 
what Hebrews says about faith to respond? 

“Our faith lives within us; You only have to be brave enough to see it … You control your 
destiny. You don’t need magic to do it.” 

— Merida, Brave 

“There can be miracles; When you believe; Though hope is frail; Its hard to kill 
Who knows what miracles; You can achieve; When you believe somehow you will; You will 
when you believe” 

— Whitney Houston, The Prince of Egypt 

“Faith consists in believing when it is beyond the power of reason to believe.”   
—  Voltaire

 Contrast Romans 4:1-9 with James 2:14-26 for a broader picture of  this difference1


