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Watch out for more details 

Refreshments 

on sale 

 

Welcome to the second edition of Our Lockdown Lowdowns. It seemed apt that as 

we had all contributed to the earlier version of this little magazine as we went into 

lockdown, that we should repeat it as restrictions are lifted and we are allowed 

more freedom to move around and meet people. 

It seems there have been various themes we have had in common. Lots of folk 

turned their hand to bread making and baking with varying degrees of success - 

and then we struggled to buy yeast and flour! Gardening was something that           

preoccupied us and we delighted in finding the time to tend and nurture some of 

our secret spaces. There is an old saying that goes, “You are nearer to God in the 

garden than anywhere else on the earth.” I’m not sure how true that is              

theologically, but I do know God is close wherever we are. 

Some of us have been very busy throughout lockdown, others not so much. Some 

of us have taken up old hobbies and some have decided to learn new things and 

for each of us it has been a time in our lives that will not be forgotten! 

It has also been good to journey along with our extended family in                    

Richmond and Johannesburg and to find out what lockdown has meant to them. It 

has also brought home that this really is a world wide pandemic. 

So grab a cuppa, find a comfy chair, and see how we have all been coping over the 

last 12 weeks. 

   Val Hopkins 
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Our Church services changed 

The fact that churches were closed meant we missed out on meeting 

together to worship and to socialise, and not only Richard, but all                

clergy, had to very quickly think creatively and master the art of          

putting together online services, videoing themselves and involving 

people from all our villages. 

We must say a huge thank you to Richard, Fiona and the family for   

rising to the challenge to ensure that we had the opportunity to worship 

together by doing Church at home. Yes, it felt strange at the beginning 

and it couldn’t be a traditional Communion service, but it meant that 

we could all be one in Christ together, and in that togetherness we                 

have supported each other. 

We were also able to see each other as folk read Bible readings to  

camera and provided prayers with sound or even video. At the end of 

the service Fiona, helped by Anne, showed videos of us waving or doing 

some of the things we had been doing. All this brought us closer       

together and helped us to smile through our separation. 

At the moment we do not yet 

know when we will be able to 

worship as we used to, and 

for many that is a source of 

deep regret. But one day it 

will happen when in the 

words of Vera Lynn, “We’ll 

meet again.” Until that time 

let’s continue supporting 

each other through prayer and be both grateful and thankful that we 

can worship together in spirit if not in body. 
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Sharon’s Update 

You may remember Sharon’s story from our last issue. She talked 

about being a front line worker on the Covid wards and the fear of 

passing the virus onto her 2 boys and her husband. Her account was 

possibly the most talked about piece in the magazine because of her 

raw honesty. 

Here she tells us how things are now. 

Work is a lot better than it was a few weeks ago although we’re not 

back to normal yet. Anxieties have definitely lessened although we 

have not relaxed about the situation. Working in respirators is 

becoming the new normal and we’re all still trying to adjust to new 

ways of working. Home schooling’s still a bit of a challenge as Andy is 

working from home and he’s putting in a lot of hours, but we’re 

soldiering on. We’ve been extra cautious in regards to returning to 

school but hopefully soon. We miss seeing you all and can’t wait to 

get back together. In the mean time,  keep on keeping safe!  

 

 

I wonder if Sharon has seen the 

blankets and hearts donated by folk 

in our villages to the Covid wards? 
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It would seem that a lot of people have been busy responding to the 

Gotham WI’s appeal for blankets and hearts for the Covid ward and            

Hayward House. The WI would like to thank all those who gave their 

time and effort to help support this worthwhile cause. 

Hearts and Blankets 
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Secret Spaces! 

For many of us having the extra time at home has meant that we have 

had the time to tend to our gardens, and they look beautiful because of 

that extra love and attention they have received. So, here are some 

photos of those gardens, and what you have to do is to try and guess 

who they belong to without looking at the answers. And we haven’t 

made it easy! 

1 2 

3 
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Match the 10 gardens to these people - Carole Edis, Heather Palmer, 

Ray & Janet State, Valerie & Peter Brown, Elaine & Peter Inskeep, 

Anne Farnsworth, Sue Davies, Pat Jephson, May & Joy Mayfield, and 

Val Hopkins. 

4 
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Ray State’s take on gardening! 

I am not a gardener and the distinction between a daffodil and a 

rose is lost on me. However, I can appreciate how the garden looks. 

Lockdown has allowed the garden to thrive and it has never looked 

so good. In particular the lawn is the best ever. This is strange as 

this time last year we were attacked by chaffer bugs which ate 75% 

of our lawn. These devilish creatures have no known predator or    

poison so the only resource was to dig them all up. This meant    

riddling every spadeful which took many weeks and sowing grass 

seed. I must have dug up about 1000. However, it appears this   

actually seems to have improved the soil and drainage allowing the 

new grass to make deep roots. The grass is not the only thing. Our 

pear trees have provided no fruit for the last two years having had a 

mould fungus. This year, because of lockdown I was able to attend 

to them weekly and they are not only free from disease but         

absolutely loaded with fruit so much so that I now worry about the     

stability of the branches. The hedges grow at an amazing rate and 

one or other of them needs weekly attention. While working in the 

garden I was accompanied by a robin. He waited at the back door 

each day and then followed me chattering angrily if I was slow to do 

anything useful to disturb the bugs. He is 

gone now having raised a family. Another 

thing I discovered were two over-wintering  

hedgehogs which I left in peace. 

Unfortunately, getting up one morning, all 

that was left on the path was a hedgehog 

skin complete with prickles and no trace of 

the rest. I assume a fox had got it. Let’s 

hope that the improvement in our environment can be maintained 

after we return to ‘normal’. 
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On a different outdoor theme  

After much deliberation over the last couple of years we decided to 

take the plunge (excuse the pun!) to go ahead and extend our 

house to add a new bathroom. We instructed our builder but we 

required planning permission and several months later, last 

December, permission was granted. We could go ahead! We were 

given the end of May for the project to begin. Then the pandemic hit 

and lockdown began. We resigned ourselves to a lengthy wait. 

At quite short notice we were asked if the work could begin at the 

end of April, subject to materials being available, working outside 

and taking social distancing measures, and most importantly, 

extreme care must be taken to provide copious cups of tea! 

(Sanitizer & rubber gloves essential!) 

Work began, many supplies were illusive, such as builders sand, 

bricks, wood for roof trusses, etc. With numerous phone calls and 

Internet searches the supplies duly arrived to keep the project 

going. Shortly, the work will move inside, mindful of social 

distancing of course. We're hopeful that before very many more 

weeks we will have a lovely new bathroom.  
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Welcome to Talia Rose 

 

You may remember seeing a photo of a very pregnant Kath in our 

last Lockdown Lowdowns as she and Joe awaited the arrival of their 

daughter. Here’s the update they very kindly sent for us all. 

Kath and Joe welcomed baby Talia Rose Camm on 31st May, a full 

2 weeks later than expected, whilst still in the lockdown. She was a 

very healthy 8 pounds and 2 ounces. The staff at the hospital were 

great and we were relieved that Joe was allowed to be present in 

the circumstances, to help Kath through the birth. It has been 

tough but very rewarding to begin to raise little Talia and she has 

rightfully become the centre of our world. We have had some great 

support from family and friends, and are so lucky to have been 

able to have relatives meet her over Zoom and Skype calls! We 

look forward to more people being able to meet her in person and 

are so grateful for everyone's cards, gifts, emails and prayers. 



13 

 

What you have told us 
 

Peter Inskeep writes: 

If YOU are a person of faith, how has it been during lockdown? Let 

me share honestly with you my own experience. First, about Bible 

study, which I normally enjoy leading at home on a Tuesday morning 

and I believe is desperately important. The group, given a choice by 

Richard, voted for a ten week study of Romans. Elaine and I have 

persevered with it, (and how St Paul would approve!) but I have 

found it a sadly sterile and joyless experience. Plainly, the company 

of fellow Christians is essential.  

And about our Sunday services. Crafted with enormous care and 

hard work by Richard and others, with sermons expounding Job with 

great clarity and intellectual challenge, and always ending with the 

Gospel message - utterly  consistent 

with Church services before the 

shutdown - and I really love the post 

service fun. There is absolutely no 

criticism implied here, but somehow it 

is all not enough. I can only conclude 

that fellowship is the crucially 

important missing ingredient. 

But, one thing has kept me going - my 

book of daily Bible readings with 

comments by Sally Garwood called 

“Word for Today.” It is consistently 

relevant, profound, accessible and 

uplifting and I thank God for it. If you, like me, are struggling a bit, I 

heartily recommend it. It is, of course available online. 
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Anna Marsden has told us:                                                            

Hello Everyone!  We are all well in the 

Marsden family. I have been 

continuing to help Luke accessing and 

completing his schoolwork and making 

an effort to go out myself each day for 

‘exercise’. I made up a poem about 

flowers and have been enjoying taking 

close-up flower pictures while I have 

been out. I have been amazed at just 

how many different types I have found 

to picture close to home! I have been 

baking still, cheese scones seem to be 

a favourite at the moment! I have also been crocheting hearts and 

squares for the Covid ward at Nottingham in my spare time.  

I have taken up something new... I have my own fishing license and 

instead of just watching I now go fishing with Chris! He has taught 

me how to fish with his feeder rod and 

poll. I caught 67 fish the second time I 

went! I have enjoyed getting out on my 

bike for longer rides with family and 

Fiona now we can exercise with friends. 

We have all been really enjoying 

Richard's Gotham YouTube services as 

a family together and we are all looking 

forward to when we can all worship 

together again and see each other. 

Until then take care, stay safe and God 

bless. 
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Chris Hind tells us: 

As we are no longer able to nip over to The Cuckoo Bush after 

morning service some of us have been patronising The Virtual 

Cuckoo via Zoom from 12:30pm to 1:10pm on Sundays. We enjoy 

lively chat and a short quiz, and have welcomed visitors from 

Barnstable, Lichfield and even West Bridgford!! 

Topics of conversation have included 

snakes seen around Gotham, newts in our 

ponds and other wildlife, and we have 

reunited old friends after many years. 

Anyone wishing to look in will be most 

welcome. Only an email address is 

needed and there is no requirement to 

install the Zoom software. 

Drinks (both alcoholic and non alcoholic) and bar snacks are optional 

at the patron’s discretion - and expense! 

Cheers! 

 

Alannah Marsden writes: 

I have enjoyed going on bike rides with my friends and family and I 

have managed to finish my Paint by Numbers painting. I’m also 

happy because I have finished my college patisserie course. 
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A big thank you from Heather Palmer: 

I would like to thank all of you who prayed for my friend Denise who 

lost her husband to Covid and lives isolated in Cornwall. She has 

recovered and is able to manage her smallholding. With the support 

of friends and family she was able to get to John’s funeral and it 

helped her come to terms with what had happened. She has some 

good support from local friends and has managed to reconnect with a 

granddaughter who she had not seen for a long time. Although it will 

take a long time for her to adjust there are some positives and she is 

thankful for our prayers. 

Strawberries galore: 

One of the benefits of lockdown, as many have mentioned, has been 

time spent in the garden. Our garden at the top of Monks Lane has 

benefited from more than usual attention. This year, due to a 

glorious May, our strawberries ripened early and we began picking 

over four weeks ago. The small patch is about five foot square. We 

have been picking at lease twice a week and have had so many that 

we have been able to give some to our neighbours and friends. I now 

have ten jars of strawberry jam!! I have also investigated different 

puddings using strawberries. A new favourite is fresh fruit crème 

brulee. We now have loganberries, yellow raspberries, redcurrants 

and gooseberries ready to harvest. I think that takes care of our five 

a day. 

Coffee time: 

You might like to know that coffee time at the top of Monks Lane is 

still continuing. We have only missed one day during the whole of 

lockdown and that was last week when the welcome rain came down 

by the bucketful. 
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What has Luke Marsden been up to? 

I have been playing a lot of Minecraft. I can talk to a friend on my 

mobile as I play the game in the world I have created with them. I 

have also been playing online games of Roblox with my cousins. I go 

on a bike ride most days because it is very very fun because I get to 

go with my friends. I have had lots of fun going out with Oliver on 

my bike or scooter. One time we cycled to Rushcliffe Park by 

ourselves and went up and down the bike track lots, had a picnic, 

had an ice-cream and then got chips before we cycled back home 

again! I like to go and cuddle my chickens, they are very tame and 

all come to me, especially if I have corn. It was good last week as for 

the first time during lockdown I was able to meet in person with a 

couple of friends and Jo for Youth games. We did it again this week it 

was lots of fun! We have to do it by Zoom still if it is going to rain as 

we can not go in the vicarage house at the moment. I get school 

sent to me on ‘Teams’, we have started doing some science 

experiments at home. I don't mind doing my school work as it 

doesn't usually take me too long. I like French and Maths best. I 

have been fishing a few times now and I also got a distance tennis 

lesson the other day at my tennis club. 

Bye!  Luke 
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Pat Jephson has been busy: 

Hi, l have been making this quilt for my grandson as he has bought 

his first home and this is his colour scheme. The WI has been making 

knitted blankets for the end of life Covid ward at Queens which were 

very welcome. I have spent a lot of time in the garden and it is                         

looking good, never a dull moment. God bless everyone. Pat  
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Pat Archer has been knitting and doing lots of walking with her 

nephew and nieces: 

I have been busy knitting little blankets for the Neonatal Unit at the 

hospital. I’ve done about eight so far. 

She has also been out walking around previously unvisited local Nature 

Reserves, Gotham, Rushcliffe Country Park but this was cut short by a 

thunderstorm, and had a trip down memory lane when she visited        

Clifton Grove where she spent many happy hours when she was      

younger. 
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The folk in Barton seem to have 

been really busy. Here’s a round-

up of what they have been up to. 

Pat Harrison tells us:   

I have helped John in the green  

house potting up all the plants and     

tomatoes, so we are hoping to get a 

good crop of everything this year.             

Usually the rabbits or the pigeons get to 

them first.  I am not very green fingered 

but I have a go, and have enjoyed     

doing the planting and the hanging 

baskets and seeing them flower, but I 

don’t like weeding!  

 

May and Joy have both been busy. 

Joy has been in the garden setting 

veg, flowers and mowing. She has 

been knitting a scarf and jumper for 

herself. May has been cooking, 

cleaning and weeding the garden. She 

never stops. We did manage to 

celebrate her birthday in the garden 

with social distancing in mind. She 

made sandwiches, two beautiful 

birthday cakes and scones. So we had 

afternoon tea.  
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Johnny Lewin has done two jigsaws now and is on to his third. 

He’s had some help from the carers but he has enjoyed doing 

them. He’s also enjoyed his classical music and being taken out for 

walks in his wheelchair. He has seen his great grandchildren now. 

He has only been able to watch the Church service on the TV on 

Sunday but we have sung the songs and prayed together. 

 

Daphne has been staying in with Allan trying to keep busy 

cleaning cupboards out. She is missing all the activities in the               

village. She has just started going shopping each Wednesday and 

Friday and looks forward to that.  

 

Pat Curtis has stayed 

in and just pottered 

round the garden. She 

has done jigsaws and  

knitted squares for 

Gotham WI. She has 

also knitted a NHS doll 

dressed as a nurse and 

wants to sell or auction 

it off to raise money 

for NHS. Pat has just 

started going for a 

walk around the village 

and having a cup of 

tea in friend’s gardens 

on a nice day. 
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Sue Davies seems to have been 

the busiest person in Barton! 
 

I feel quite guilty saying I have enjoyed lockdown. I have kept busy, 

spring cleaning the house and loved working in the garden and 

growing my own plants. I’ve looked after dad (Johnny Lewin) and 

others in the village. I have done a soup run on Fridays for the 

pensioners. I also did a special afternoon tea for VE Day.  

This is the recipe for the soup and it freezes well.   

 6 Onions 

 2 Leeks 

 1 Broccoli head 

 6 Carrots 

 4 Parsnips 

 4 Large potatoes 

 1 Pepper 

 4 Sticks celery 

 1 Packet of Stilton cheese 

 Level tea spoon of Paprika, Ginger, Nutmeg and Mixed Herbs. 

 2 Veg stock cubes 

 Salt and pepper (add to taste) 

 

Cook all together. Liquidise until smooth. Add a spot of single cream 

and balsamic vinegar to taste and enjoy! I'm not sure how many this 

will feed but I’m sure it will taste delicious. 
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Cheers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Farnsworth tells us: 

Here are some of the bottles of Elderflower Cordial I made this year. 

I have tried a number of recipes and the following one was a definite 

winner. Making cordial is easy, pleasurable and fills the house with a 

delicate pastoral scent. Pick them in bright midday sunshine. Place 

20 elderflower heads in a large mixing bowl. Add the zest 2 unwaxed 

lemons and slice. Add both zest and slices to the bowl. In a pan, 

dissolve 10 cups of caster sugar in 5 cups of water. Pour this syrup 

into the bowl, add 75g of citric acid and stir. Cover and let steep for 

24 to 36 hours. Strain and pour into sterilised bottles. Dilute with 

still or sparkling water. Enjoy! 
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The artist within … 

 

Dot Hollingworth writes: 

I have always been a keen photographer and dabble a bit with     

painting too. Over lockdown I have been looking back at some of my 

work and making some new art from my old using my computer!! 

Here are some of my recycled art works. On one you will see that 

‘SuperPhoto’ is at the bottom. SuperPhoto was the app I used except 

that I used the free one 

(SuperPhoto Free). I hope you 

like them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’m sure Dot would be happy 

to show you how she does 

these intricate pictures as well 

a s  demon st r at i n g  th e 

SuperPhoto app if you are 

interested. 
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This is Luke’s art assignment. He had fun building a Minecraft 

house under a rainbow. Another example of computer art. 

 

 

Cross stitch art: 

Carole Edis is still working 

on her cross stitch which 

she began 13 years ago. 

Unfortunately things 

seem to keep getting in 

the way, but I’m sure she 

is learning all about                          

patience. 

It looks great Carole! 
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Do you recognise anyone? 

Audrey Humphries has been having a bit of a clear out and came 

across these old photos from 1980 and 1982. Can you recognise           

yourself or anyone you know? 
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The Barton Snake! 

The Barton snake can be seen on the pathway in Barton’s Church. 

Started by Nicki Harrison it is a snake in stones just inside the 

Churchyard for the children to paint a stone and keep adding to by 

putting one stone behind the other to make a long snake. 

It is slowly growing and looks wonderful and colourful.                            

Well done children.  
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The Gotham Snake 
 

Anna Marsden tells us: Someone asked if anyone could paint a 

snake head to start a painted pebble snake in Gotham. I volunteered 

and made The Gotham (painted pebble) Snake head then organised 

and cleared an area for it to be placed in the village park carpark, for 

people to add to. I have been taking pictures of it ‘growing’ and 

posting them on the village Facebook page. There are 232 painted 

pebbles so far! 
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Waxing lyrical 

Here’s Anna’s poem about flowers and some of the beautiful                    

photographic images she has taken. What’s your favourite flower? 
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What’s Angie been up to in Kingston 

As many of you may know, I love doing crafts, always have done.  

Although I have been knitting for years the only things I could crochet 

were granny squares and crochet them together to make blankets and 

octopuses. 

I've a friend who is a nurse in Leicester and they were asking for   

crocheted hearts in pairs for the COVID 19 wards – the idea was to 

give the patient one of the hearts and their family the other, in the 

hope the hearts would be together 

when the patient recovered, or, if 

unfortunately they died, the heart 

would go with them on their final 

journey. 

I decided to learn to crochet hearts so I 

could contribute something during lock-

down. Thanks to YouTube I cracked it 

and sent a parcel off to Leicester Royal Infirmary. 

At work I was challenged to make 26 in one day – 26th April should 

have been the London Marathon, which was obviously cancelled, and 

people were raising money for the charities they would have 

supported by running the marathon by doing something with “26” in it 

e.g. run 2.6 miles, climb the stairs 26 times. I managed it. 
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While Skyping with a friend she asked me if I could crochet her a  

rainbow to put in the window in support of the NHS!! Again, thanks to 

YouTube, I did this and added hearts to it. Sandra loved it, and so did 

Nick so I had to make one for 

our window. 

There was a request on       

Gotham Facebook page for 

blankets and hearts for the 

COVID 19 ward at QMC, so I 

got the crochet hook out again 

and did a couple of blankets 

and some more hearts. 

I've also sent a few out as “a 

hug in an envelope” to people 

I'm missing during lock-down. 

As a result, I made some for 

one of the recipients so she 

could do the same! 

I've really enjoyed making 

them – I can probably do 

them in my sleep now! 

I've now started learning how 

to crochet flowers, so watch 

this space! 
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Being a buzzy bee! 

News from Frankie Thacker in Natal 

 

I write this on the 90th day of the 13th week of lockdown. None of the 

residents at the local Evelyn House Retirement Home, where I chair 

the Management Committee, have left the premises in that time     

except to go to the doctor or to a hospital. Hairstyles have gone awry 

and cabin fever has set in for some folk, despite attempts to entertain 

and divert attention from what is believed to be greener on the other 

side of the fence!  

Not so for the bees that operate in the hives we own in various                 

farming locations around Richmond and the lovely Byrne Valley where 

we live! My husband Mike and son Justin both received permits from 

DAFF (the Department of Farming and Fisheries) giving them                    

permission to venture out to where the hives were buzzing with     

activity now that the honey season is in full flow and they did so full of 

hope armed with a disinfectant and masks under their protective 

clothing which is more to avoid painful stings rather than an insidious 

virus!  

Last year’s honey harvest was a dismal failure due to a number of 

reasons – cloned forests with trees that no longer flower to produce 

nectar or pollen for economic rather than environmental reasons;   

climate change with unseasonal rain, or the lack of, with drought  

conditions prevailing and a regular scourge of vandalism and theft in 

which valuable hives are either broken or stolen resulting in frames of 

honey being sold for a pittance at the side of the road by youngsters 

who have destroyed the chance of the beekeeper and his employees 

reaping the harvest after a year of hard work. This has been a       

depressing and ongoing problem for nearly all beekeepers in Natal 

that we call it “expropriation without compensation”!  

After we had lost 30 or so hives due to theft and destruction, Mike 

consulted Google and learnt how to weld and, with much               
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experimentation (and a couple of cases of arc-eye), he constructed 

several metal cages to house groups of 4 – 6 hives and this year it 

has really paid off! Apart from one hive that had been kicked off a roof 

and smashed on the ground, all the other hives housed in cages have 

safely given us a wonderful crop of honey. 

There is no time for lockdown boredom blues as we are now 

energetically back in the sticky business of spinning, bottling and 

labelling over 200 x 1.4kg tubs of the most delicious raw honey ready 

for the many orders that having been waiting to be filled. There is 

enough beeswax to produce the “Just Natural Healing Balm” that 

utilises beeswax, honey and propolis with the added essential healing 

oils demanded by many health shops during our dry and cold winter 

season. Lockdown has not slowed us down in the least as we follow 

the leading of God’s amazing little creature – the bee!  
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Winter Warmth 2020 

Melanie Brookes tells us about what the folks in 

Richmond are doing to help the poor. 

As you all are probably aware, we are in the midst of our winter in  

Natal at the moment. And while we have clear skies and some warmth 

by early afternoon, it is really cold once the sun goes down and in the 

mornings. Once again we announced our Winter Warmth Drive in May. 

This year, in spite of our being in lockdown, people have really come 

together. We had 2 drop-off points, one in Byrne and one in         

Richmond. People cleared out their cupboards. And some folk donated 

funds to purchase at least 12 warm blankets. We also had a donation 

of tracksuit pants and trousers. It was so heart warming to see the 

response. Lindo, Sizakele and Zanele distributed the warm goodies to 

folk in iNdaleni.  

Frankie had identified some children in Byrne who were in need and 

the Byrne Ladies really knitted and crocheted up a storm and also  

donated clothing. Timika Ballantyne, one of our young parishioners, 

made masks for the children as lockdown started. Even in our        

separation, we were still able to hold out our hands in love in a               

tangible way.  
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Dear friends in the 453 Churches, 

It is such a privilege to be able to share with you about our news in 

Johannesburg, South Africa. It has been a few weeks now since 

restrictions were eased to level 3 which effectively opened up large 

parts of the economy and abolished curfews. Alcohol went back on 

sale – but only from Monday to Thursday between 8am and 5pm but 

tobacco sales remain banned. It has certainly been an interesting 

period since the initial lockdown as certain sections of society took the 

government to court over some of the regulations which were deemed 

to be draconian. We have since had a court ruling that indeed, some 

of the regulations under lockdown were unconstitutional and invalid! 

Now that we have reached a more relaxed level, we have witnessed a 

record jump in new Covid-19 cases. This is due to freedom of 

movement and the general lack of vigilance and we now worry that 

the infection rate is going to soar. As we haven’t been traveling much, 

except going to the nearby shopping malls for groceries, we have 

seen more people wearing masks, especially in the suburban areas. It 

is now a law that people should wear masks when they go outdoors 

and in public places. On a personal level, I detect a level of 

apprehension as some sections of our society people are less cautious 

about social distancing, sanitising and wearing masks. We hear 

reports that in some areas people even gather for parties and other 

social occasions. However, this is an exception rather than the norm.  

Both government and private schools have opened and learners have 

gradually been welcomed back – a Grade at a time. However, at 

Lungelo’s school, the Grade 8 class will only resume on the 6th of 

How are things with Moses in 

Johannesburg? 
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July, so he still enjoys some freedom at home while engaged in online 

learning – something that requires discipline and diligence.  

On Diocesan and Parish level, we are making preparations for a 

possible return to public worship at the beginning of August this year. 

Churches have been asked to draw up plans for readiness so that the 

Diocese can determine whether we would return to Church worship or 

not. We are all in limbo at the moment. After conducting a survey of 

our parishioners, we gleaned that they are satisfied at the efforts of 

the Parish leadership. I write a weekly letter to encourage and inform 

our house-bound parishioners on any matters pertaining to their lives. 

They have appreciated the online Sunday worship services and the 

weekday motivational videos. We have now started an initiative called 

‘Get to know your Church’ where we ask individual members of the 

Parish a set of fun questions about themselves and these get to be 

posted every Friday on our social media platforms to encourage and 

entertain our congregation. Of course, everything remains above 

board and people’s permission is sought. By the way, I join your 

worship service every Sunday after I have watched ours. There is a 

wonderful sense of camaraderie and unity – thanks to Covid-19!  

We continue to keep in touch with extended family members via 

phone and video calls. I am delighted 

that my family in the northern part of 

the country is keeping safe and I keep 

calling to remind them to observe all 

the health and safety protocols. Let us 

continue to hold one another in prayer 

during this confusing time.  

Best regards, 

Moses 
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We’ve lived through an unprecedented time in history and some of us 

have lost loved ones to this virus, and for others it has hardly seemed 

to affect them at all. We’ve experienced new ways of doing things and 

this has been perhaps most noticeable in the way we are now doing 

Church. We’ve missed the Coffee Mornings, Community Cinema, Little 

Cherubs, Family Fun Services, Bible Study groups and the fellowship 

of just being together to praise and worship the God who we know is 

in control. 

We were told to close our beloved Church buildings and forced to    

worship on our own or in couples or families at home. But the              

amazing thing is that we have continued to worship, to pray and           

support each other and still be Church. Why is that? Because God 

doesn’t live in a building. He lives in each one of His people and 

Church is wherever we are. 

So, whatever our Church services look like when we are allowed back 

into our ancient and historical buildings, and none of us know what 

that is yet, we should be able to return with a faith that is stronger. 

Stronger because we know we are called to be God’s Church here in 

our five villages and that our random acts of kindness over the past 

weeks have been our witness. 

Val Hopkins 
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Secret Spaces answers 

1. Ray & Janet State (Ratcliffe) 

2. Sue Davies (Barton) 

3. Anne Farnsworth (Gotham) 

4. Elaine & Peter Inskeep (Gotham) 

5. Heather Palmer (Gotham) 

6. May & Joy Mayfield (Barton) 

7. Val Hopkins (Gotham) 

8. Valerie & Peter Brown (Gotham) 

9. Carole Edis (Gotham) 

10. Pat Jephson (Gotham) 
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Thank you to everyone near and far who has contributed to 

making this magazine a social document about all of us in 

this weird and wonderful time called Lockdown. 

 


