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The literary process just outlined respects and 
makes use of the broad data from tradition but 
is able to fill in details. It does not however 
make it possible, any more than tradition does, 
to assign an exact date to each of the Synoptics 
with complete certainty: at a guess however, 
the interval required for the development of 
the oral tradition would make it probable that 
the primitive Aramaic gospel and the later 
Supplementary Collection were composed 
between the years 40 and 50.This early date 
would be definite if it could be proved that 
Paul’s Letters to the Thessalonians, written 
about 51 – 52, made use of the first gospel’s 
Apocalyptic Discourse. If Mark wrote 
towards the end of Peter’s life (according to 
Clement of Alexandria) or shortly after Peter’s 
death (according to Irenaeus) the date of his 
gospel would be c. 64; in any case it should be 
dated before 70 as it does not seem from his 
gospel that Jerusalem has yet been destroyed. 
Matthew Greek and Luke are later than Mark 
but their precise date is more difficult to 
determine. The existence of Luke’s gospel is 
presupposed by the Acts (Ac 1:1) but the date 
of Acts is itself uncertain (cf. Introduction to 
Acts) and can provide no criterion. It is true 
that neither Matthew Greek nor Luke suggests 
that the destruction of Jerusalem has already 

taken place (not even Lk 19:42-44; 21:20-24 
which employ clichés from the prophetical 
books to describe an event that cannot have 
been hard to foresee) but this is not decisive. If 
neither of them knew of the destruction, then 
they would have to put before 70, but if they 
deliberately aimed at scrupulously preserving 
the archaic quality of their respective literary 
sources, then their works might quite well 
have been composed after the destruction, say 
about A.D. 80.

In any case, the apostolic origin, direct or 
indirect, together with their involved literary 
formation confirm the historical value of the 
Synoptics, and not only that but at the same 
time help us to understand the nature of that 
historical value, and since the gospels stem 
from an oral preaching that does back to the 
beginnings of the primitive community, their 
guarantee in this way would ultimately rest on 
eyewitness. Neither the apostles themselves, 
however, nor any of the other preachers of 
the gospel message and tellers of the gospel 
story ever aimed at writing or teaching history 
in the modern technical sense of that word; 
their concern was sacred and theological: 
they preached to convert and edify, to infuse 
faith, to enlighten it and defend it against its 
opponents. For this purpose they could and 
did appeal to solid evidence that could be 
checked, and this appeal was demanded quite Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 204
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Let the Lord enter! He is the king of glory.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 23 December 2019 - SAT 28 December 2019
MON: MAL 3:1-4, 23-24,  LK 1:57-66 TUE: 2 SM 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16, LK 1:67-79 WED:  
JER 23:5-8, MT 1:18-25 THU: The Nativ ty of the Lord (Christmas) FRI: 1 JN 1:1-4, JN 
20:1A AND 2-8 SAT:1 JN 1:5 - 2:2, MT 2:13-18

22 December 2019 Year AFourth Sunday of Advent

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

My P@rish 150 - The Parish is producing a book that showcases the Church’s space, people, 
and priests to celebrate our 150th Anniversary. We encourage everyone to participate in this 
community project. My P@rish 150 is a book about you, for you, and by you.

There are three themes for the book: space, people and priests. They are open to your 
interpretation and definition.
Here are some prompts to help you in your story-telling:
What is your favourite spot in the church — does it inspire or comfort you?
What is your funniest experience within SPP?
Did a priest leave a deep or even life-changing impression on you?

Be free in the way you would like to share your story! Entries may be submitted in the following 
forms: prose, poems, paintings, photos, illustration, or song. Detailed specifications, more 
information and additional prompts may be found at https://www.spp150.com/1st-project

Please submit all entries to myparishspp150@gmail.com. When submitting your entry, please 
include your name, age, gender, handphone number and your email address. Please also include 
the year in which you started to attend mass in SPP. Please submit your article by 31 Dec 2019.



PARISH NEWS 

150TH  ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
DINNER. An unforgettable gala event 150 
years in the making. 28 June 2020 (Sunday), 
Orchard Hotel Singapore. Tables now open 
for sale $2000 / $3000 / $5000 ENQUIRIES 
AND SALES Thresa  96930178, thresatoy@
hotmail.com Joanna 97536863 sng.joanna@
gmail.com

31 DEC 2019 THANKSGIVING DINNER 
7.30pm Grand Banquet Restaurant (opp SPP) 
Ticket price: $550 per table. Tickets can be 
purchased at secretary office.

CATECHISM CLASS 2020 - class begins 
on 19 January 2020 at 9.30am at Cana, 55 
Waterloo Street, #02-01, Singapore 187954. 
For Enquiries, plse contact parish office. 

CHRISTMAS: 24 DEC ‘19 - 8.30pm 
Mandarin caroling. 9.00pm mass (Chinese). 
11.00pm English caroling, 12 midnight mass  
25 DEC ‘19 - 8.30am (Chinese), 11.00am 
(English), NO evening mass NEW YEAR: 
31 DEC ‘19 - 530pm Vespers, 630pm mass 
(solemnity of Mary mother of God) 1 JAN 
‘20: 9.00am mass (NOTE: Amendments of 
date and time) 

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

2020! Let’s get together to RAISE THE 
PRAISE to our God who will lead us into 
the new year.  Join us - and Jesse Manibusan, 
ValLimar Jansen, Fr Kamelus Kamus CICM, 
Fr Edward Lim OCD and Fr Derrick Yap OFM 
to an evening of music and song.  RAISE THE 
PRAISE with us - 10 Jan ‘ (Fri) 20 Church 
of St Bernadette. 11 Jan ‘20 (Sat) Church of 
St Ignatius 7.45 pm (doors open 7.30 pm). 

Contribution: $25. Email: canaevents2019@
gmail.com or 63384080 or 69068447 or 
91768909

“Marriage is a project to be worked on 
together ... and a process of growth.” - Pope 
Francis (Amoris Laetitia, no. 218, 221).  Good 
marriages can always be made better. To 
deepen and refine your couple relationship, sign 
up for one of the coming Marriage Encounter 
Weekends: 3-5 Jan ‘20; 6-8 Mar ‘20; 20-22 Mar 
(Mandarin) & 1-3 May ‘20. Contact David & 
Clara @ 96705390 or mewkend@gmail.com

AT HOME RETREAT - (2 choices) Journey 
from Ashes to Easter - a 10-week programme 
based on the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius 
of Loyola to know Jesus more intimately in 
the midst of life’s daily routine. It is a school 
of prayer and a Lenten preparation for Easter.  
Includes weekly meeting of faith sharing, daily 
prayer with Scripture and one spiritual direction 
by Cenacle Sisters & Team. MORNINGS: 
20 Feb - 23 Apr (Thu). Time:  9.30am to 
11.30am (Morning) Venue:  LaSalle Centre- 
St. Patrick School – 490 East Coast Road OR 
EVENINGS: 20 Feb - 23 Apr (Thu) Time: 
7.30-9.30 pm  (Evening) Venue: Cana - the 
Catholic Centre, 55 Waterloo St. Contribution:  
$250.00

2019 LOVE IN THE CITY - MINISTER OF 
LONELINESS Have you registered? Bring 
your friends and family! Come and watch this 
75 minutes drama presentation of a journey on 
the Camino de Santiago. Brought to you by 
Walk on Water Productions and the Office for 
the New Evangelisation. A meaningful way to 
celebrate Christmas and to welcome a new year! 
Register: https://tinyurl.com/2019loveinthecity 
Show Time: 2:30pm Date: 28 Dec ‘19 
Venue: Agape Village (Multi-purpose Hall)

as much by their own sincerity as by their 
anxiety not to leave any loopholes for hostile 
argument. Those who finally composed the 
gospels, collecting the evidence and putting 
it into writing, had the same objective 
fidelity, and equal respect for their sources 
of information as is suggested by the simple 
and archaic quality of their work. In this 
there are no theological developments and 
characteristic of subsequent decades (cf. Paul 
for example); much less is there any trace 
of the sort of extravagant legends that are 
frequent in the apocryphal gospels. The three 
Synoptics may not be history books but they 
do set out to give us historical fact.

This does not mean that each of the events 
or discourses which they record corresponds 
exactly to what in fact took place. The laws 
governing witnesses and the spread of 
evidence warn us against looking for that 
material sort of precision. Obvious examples 
can be found in the gospels themselves where 
the same events or the same discourses 
ae sometimes recorded in different ways. 
This is true not only of the content of some 
episodes, but it is even truer of the order in 
which these episodes are arranged, which 
is not the same order in each gospel. This is 
only to be expected in view of their complex 
origins. Their component parts, which at 
first existed separately, were only gradually 
collected together into groups; and these 
groups were later joined together or split up 
more for reasons of logic or neatness than for 
anything to do with chronology. In this way 
many of the gospel events or Sayings have 
been shifted from their proper time or place. 
For this reason it is often impossible to take 
editorial connective phrases like ‘then’, ‘after 
this’, ‘on that day’, ‘at that time’”, etc., in their 
literal sense.

The belief of Christians in the authority of 
these inspired books is not of course affected 
by this. That there was not perfect agreement 
in detail among those chose by the Holy 
Spirit to speak for him merely implies that he 
attaches no importance, in the sphere of faith, 

to that sort of material exactitude; it suggests 
indeed that he actually willed this difference 
of evidence. Heraclitus said, ‘Implicit 
agreements are worth more than explicit ones’ 
and it is obvious that a fact which comes to 
us by a variety of discordant traditions (e.g. 
the apparitions after the resurrection) appears 
more real and probable than it would if 
vouched for by witnesses whose evidence was 
identical in both detail and vocabulary. It is a 
further advantage when these discrepancies 
occur, not just accidentally and unavoidable, 
but as the result of deliberate correction. It is 
certain that the gospel writers often presented 
their material in deliberately different ways, 
and in any case the earlier oral tradition 
which they inherited did not only hand down 
reminiscences of the gospel story passively, 
but at the same time both interpreted them 
and adapted them in all sorts of ways to the 
actual requirements of the living faith they 
taught. This intervention by the community 
in forming the tradition was directed by 
responsible members of that community: 
there is no reason, therefore, to suspect the 
fidelity of the tradition. On the positive side, 
this intervention is instructive: since the 
community was the Church, its intervention 
shows how the magisterium was exercised 
from the beginning. Before inspiring the 
authors of the gospels, the Holy Spirit 
supervised the preparation of the material, 
adapted it to the diffusion of the faith and 
also secured its inerrancy – i.e. guaranteed as 
inerrant, not so much the facts and the precise 
circumstances in which facts occurred, but 
rather the spiritual meaning conveyed by 
those facts. All this work of the Spirit was 
digested by the faithful. In particular it was 
to the writers of the synoptic gospels that 
he gave the gift of expressing in completely 
personal terms the message common to all 
three of them.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources for 
children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org. See that the 
name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. 
You’re are ready to enjoy You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! 
FORMED app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

NOTES FROM TALK ON PLENARY 
INDULGENCE by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD on 
27 July 2019 is now available at the SPP 150th 
Anniversary microsite. Please visit https://
www.spp150.com/formation


