
READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 290
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 6 April 2020 - SAT 11 April 2020
MON: IS 42:1-7, JN 12:1-11 TUE: IS 49:1-6, JN 13:21-33, 36-38 WED: IS 50:4-9A, MT 
26:14-25 THU: HOLY THURSDAY - THE LORD’S SUPPER FRI: GOOD FRIDAY OF 
THE LORD’S PASSION SAT: EASTER VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT OF EASTER

Introduction to The Letters of Saint 
Paul (Part 8 of 11)

PAUL’S JOURNEYS AND LETTERS

Ephesians. Colossians. Philemon. 61-
63 A.D. (cont’d)

The danger at Colossae was due to the 
basically Jewish (Col 2:16) speculations 
they had taken up about the celestial 
or cosmic powers. These were the 
powers thought to be responsible for 
the regular movement of the cosmos, 
and the speculation about them, much 
influenced by hellenistic philosophy, 

attached an importance to these powers 
that threatened the supremacy of 
Christ. Paul accepts these cosmological 
premises and, far from expressing any 
doubts about these powers, he associates 
them with the angels of Jewish tradition, 
2:15; all he is concerned about is to 
show their subordinate place in the 
scheme of salvation. Their task had been 
to ‘mediate’ the Law and to administer 
it and that task is now accomplished: 
Christos Kyrios, Christ the Lord, has 
established a new order of things and 
he now governs the cosmos. Raised up 
to heaven, he is above all the cosmic 
powers and has stripped them of their 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

5 Aptil 2020 Year APalm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

In view of the continuing spread of the COVID-19 virus, and for the 
safety of the general faithful, the Archbishop has decided to continue 

the suspension of public Masses till further notice.
  

You may wish to continue to participate in the online Masses available. 
Let us continue to pray for the alleviation of the global C-19 situation.

The parish office, however, will remain open during this period.
Please refer to the opening hours of the parish office.

HOLY WEEK UPDATES - 27 March 2020
In view of our escalating Covid-19 situation this week and anticipating further escalation, the 
government has introduced further physical distancing measures for the community, and a 
specific directive on comprehensive measures to reduce transmission for religious gatherings.
The Archdiocesan COVID-19 Taskforce has noted these developments and have made these 
recommendations:
Postponement of Chrism Mass and Easter Baptisms
Chrism Mass will be postponed till further notice, pending the public health situation and further 
advisories from the government. RCIA (adult) Baptisms may be celebrated when Masses are 
resumed in the Archdiocese
Easter Triduum
The government expects disease incidence to worsen and has imposed additional measures, 
including orders for all religious institutions to suspend services as happened in other countries. 
Hence the earlier recommendations for Masses to be celebrated by priests without a congregation 
still stands.
Closure of churches during Easter Triduum (9th – 12th April 2020)
Churches will be closed during the Easter Triduum through Easter Sunday, in view of the limit of 
10 persons at a venue at any one time. (MCCY Advisory on 26th March 2020)



How to make contributions to the church:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Method 2: via Cheque
Please make cheque payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”.
You may want to drop it off at the Parish Office or mail to 225A Queen Street Singapore 
188551. Please do not mail cash.

ancient dignities, 2:15. Because he is the 
Son, the Father’s image, he was their lord 
already when the world was made; now 
in the new creation he is their confirmed 
and absolute master, for gathered into 
him is the pleroma, the fulness of Being, 
that is to say the fulness both of God and 
of all that exists through God’s creative 
power, 1:13-20. Christians have been set 
free from these ‘elements of the world’, 
2:8, 20, through being untied with their 
Master and thus sharing in his fulness, 
2:10, Christians must never again accept 
their tyranny by submitting to an old 
and now impotent law, 2:16-23. United 
to the dead and risen Christ by baptism, 
2:11-13, they are parts of is Body and 
live a new life, his life, because as Head 
of his body he communicates his life 
to it, 2:19. Paul had always taught that 
salvation consisted of sharing the life of 
Christ in this way; the new perspective 
in which the arguments at Colossae 
forced him to see things was one in 
which he saw the effect of Christ’s work 
on the entire cosmos. Since the human 
race forms part of the cosmos, the 
cosmos itself must be influenced by the 
salvific act of the one and only Lord of 
all creation. In this perspective, Paul is 
able to widen his whole concept of the 
‘Body of Christ’, which was an idea that, 
five years or so before in 1 Co 12:12f, 
he had only touched on. Three aspects of 
this broader view, which focusses on the 
function of Christ as Head, are: that the 
scope of salvation is seen to be cosmic; 
that Christ into whom the Church has to 
structure itself, is this same victor who 
has triumphed over the whole cosmos; 
and finally that the concept of the future, 
eschatological, promise, as already 

realised, becomes very much more 
central, cf. Ep 2:6+.

When Paul wrote the letter we know 
as Ephesians, it was along the same 
lines, but this time he can assume the 
conclusions of the previous letter about 
the subordinate place of the Powers, 
Ep 1:20-22, and give further thought to 
how the Church as the Body of Christ 
embraces the whole of the new Universe, 
‘the fulness of him who is filled, all in 
all’, 1:23. This concept of the pleroma is 
the innermost depth of Paul’s vision, the 
central statement of everything he wrote. 
It forms the new focus round which he 
can synthesise many of his previous 
insights. In particular he reconsiders 
some of the problems he had already 
dealt with in Rm, which is the most 
important statement of Paul’s previous 
period of thought. In a few phrase he 
recalls his survey of humanity under the 
shadow of sin and of how salvation is a 
gift given by God through Christ, 2:1-
10. Next, he re-examines the problem of 
Jew and pagan that had so troubled him 
before, Rm 9-11; but this time, in the 
calm eschatological light of the cosmic 
Christ, he is aware of the unity of Jews 
and pagans, who are now reconciled 
since each is equally part of the New 
Humanity, and who, together advance 
toward the Father, Ep 2:11-22. That it 
should be the non-Jew who should be 
benefited by the Messiah who came to 
save Israel is the ‘mystery’, 1:9; 3:3-6, 9, 
6:19; Col 1:27; 2:2; 4:3, which occupies 
his thoughts for the last five years or so of 
his life and which he writes about in the 
inimitable Pauline way. He writes about 
the infinite wisdom of this ‘mystery’, 
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3:9f; Col 2:3, about how it proves 
Christ’s love to be inexhaustible, Ep 
3:18f, and about how, out of all possible 
people, God had made the unexpected 
choice of Paul, who was ‘the least of all’, 
to proclaim this mystery, Ep 3:2-8. That 
the full truth, about salvation being for 
the whole human race, was not revealed 
before was itself part of the very scheme 
God had for realising this salvation, Ep 
1:3-14, the culmination of which was the 
salvific act of marriage between Christ 
and the human race which is his bride, 
the Church, 5:22-32.

The short letter Paul wrote at about 

the same time as Col and Ep is to tell 
Philemon of Colossae, v. 19, one of Paul’s 
converts, that Onesimus, a runaway 
salve belonging to Philemon, and also 
one of Paul’s converts, had returned. It 
is a very short note, and Paul wrote it in 
his own handwriting, v. 19. The letter 
reveals a gentle, affectionate side of the 
apostle, and also shows hoe he applies 
his views on slavery to a particular case, 
Rm 6:15+: as far as society is concerned, 
the master still owns his slave, but the 
two of them should remember that they 
are brothers serving the same Master, v. 
16; cf. Col 3:22; 4:1.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966


