
Each month, a Broomfield Master Gardener profiles one of the xeric plants in the Demonstration Garden located just east of 
the City and County Building. If you've strolled through the garden, you know it's a beautiful, relaxing spot to take a break, eat 
lunch, or get some water-wise ideas for your own yard. Special thanks to the Master Gardener volunteers and Parks 
employees for their hard work in maintaining this hidden gem! 

 
Sea Foam Sage 

Artemisia versicolor ‘Sea Foam’ 

By Kristin Moore, Broomfield Master Gardener Apprentice 

 
While Colorado has many beautiful landscapes, 
one aspect that is missing from our wonderful 
state is the beauty of seafoam rolling in on 
ocean tides. However, you can bring a little bit 
of the ocean to your landscape with Sea Foam 
Sage. This perennial plant has thin, lacy, 
silver/green leaves that provide unique texture 
to xeric gardens as well as winter interest. It is a 
low-growing, mounding groundcover that can 
currently be seen in the Whimsical Bed at the 
Broomfield Demonstration Xeric Garden.  
 

Sea Foam Sage will grow approximately 8-12 inches tall and as wide as 18-36 inches. 
Throughout multiple growing seasons, these plants will spread underground as they flow 
around other plants in the garden. This type of sage may bloom in the summer. However, the 
small, white to yellow flowers are insignificant, and can be sheared to keep the plant looking 
tidy and more compact. This ground cover can be used as a complement to taller plants. 

Sea Foam Sage is a hardy plant for Colorado 
landscapes. It thrives in full sun, low-water 
environments (after establishment). It will grow 
productively in well-drained clay, loamy, or 
sandy soils that have not been highly amended 
with organic material. Unlike ocean seafoam, 
these plants are well adapted to high heat and 
can be used as borders in hot beds. They are 
hardy up to 6200 feet. Sea Foam Sage is both 
deer and rabbit resistant. General maintenance 
includes heavy pruning in the spring (at least by 
half) to avoid flopping stems. If overspreading 
becomes problematic, stems must be dug up to 
remove the plant. 

For more information… 

https://www.waterwiseplants.org/find-a-plant/sea-foam-sage/ 

https://plantselect.org/plant/artemisia-versicolor-sea-foam/ 

 

 

AT A GLANCE 

Common Name Sea Foam Sage 

Scientific Name Artemisia versicolor ‘Sea Foam’ 

Height  8-12’’ 

Width 20-36” 

Hardiness USDA zones 4b-8 

Sun  Full Sun/Partial Sun 

Water Needs Moderate to Xeric 

How to Use  Ground cover, Border 

Photo credit: Water Wise Plants 


