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The Huntington Community Forest Stewardship Plan

Vision and Mission Statement
The Huntington Community Forest (HCF) sits at the intersection of the Huntington community
and its valued natural environment. Its purpose is to provide a special place where natural
resources are honored and diverse users with a wide variety of interests can recreate, interact,
enjoy, and learn from the natural world in a healthy and mutually respectful manner.

The Huntington Community Forest Stewardship Plan (Stewardship Plan or Plan) strives to offer
a model of multiple-use land stewardship. This Plan is intended to reflect a balance of the
community’s outdoor recreational interests and the protection of natural resources in light of
climate change, habitat loss, encroaching invasive species, forest fragmentation and other
regional and global challenges. This Plan provides a historical  record, and guidance on uses,
standards, expectations, and goals going forward. The Stewardship Plan is intended to reflect the
diversity of the Huntington community and to honor what makes Huntington special.

Plan Authorization and Decision Making
Adoption of an approved management or stewardship plan for the Huntington Community Forest
is a requirement or expectation of multiple funders, partners, and easement holders including
Vermont Land Trust (VLT), Vermont Housing and Conservation Board (VHCB), US Forest
Service (USFS), the State of Vermont, and The Trust for Public Land. In addition, the Town of
Huntington recognizes that good public land stewardship is best accomplished via a thorough
planning process that includes robust public participation and represents the broad needs and
desires of the community.

This Plan will be in effect when approved by the Huntington Selectboard, VLT, VHCB, and
USFS. Once approved, the Huntington Community Forest Stewardship Committee (HCFSC) is
tasked with the lead role in implementing the Plan in collaboration and cooperation with
Huntington citizens, applicable Town Committees/Boards, HCF partners, and outside experts.
The Plan will be in effect for 10 years, or until renewed. Every ten years, the HCFSC will review
the Plan and consider revisions with input from the public following standard, appropriate, and
transparent public participation.

Huntington Community Forest Stewardship Committee Charter
On April 20, 2020 the Huntington Selectboard authorized a Charter creating the Huntington
Community Forest Stewardship Committee. The HCFSC is the “primary stewardship oversight
body” for the HCF and answers to the Selectboard. As laid out in the Charter, the tasks of the
HCFSC include working with community members, the County Forester, VLT, and other experts
to develop guiding principles, goals, objectives, and a Community Forest Stewardship Plan. The
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HCFSC must  update the Plan as “necessary or required.” The HCFSC is also required by the
Charter to give progress reports to the Selectboard on a biennial basis (every two years) , or as
needed.

The HCFSC has wide authority to develop relationships for public information gathering with
municipal, local, and regional ad-hoc boards, committees, and organizations, including the
Huntington Valley Trails Committee, Friends of the Huntington Community Forest Committee,
Vermont Association of Snow Travelers (VAST), Brewster-Pierce School/MMUUSD School
District, Community Senior Center, the Huntington Recreation Committee, and others.

The Charter authorizes the HCFSC to “[m]ake decisions on uses, activities, restrictions, etc. to be
implemented in the Stewardship Plan.” The Charter also states that the HCFSC “make[s]
recommendations to the Selectboard regarding activities, uses, and special circumstances raised,
but not directly addressed in the Plan.”

Huntington Community Forest Stewardship Committee Operation
The HCFSC will meet monthly or on an as-needed basis to develop appropriate plans, and to
oversee and implement stewardship activities. The HCFSC has the authority under the Charter to
approve and implement activities, infrastructure, management efforts, and other elements laid out
in this Plan, including any updates or subsequent amendments or addendums, once approved by
the Huntington Selectboard, VLT, and VHCB.

The HCFSC will provide updates or status reports to the Selectboard and/or Vermont Land Trust
on an as-needed basis by request.

The HCFSC will submit an annual budget request to the Huntington Selectboard for review and
consideration for inclusion in Huntington’s annual general fund budget to be voted by the
townspeople at the annual Town Meeting. The HCFSC has an established municipal special
reserve fund which holds funds acquired from grants, donations, and other outside sources
specifically for the purposes of conducting stewardship activities and leveraging additional funds
through grants and donations at the discretion of the HCFSC. At the time of creation of the HCF
in March 2021, The Trust for Public Land seeded the reserve fund with $40,000 from private
sources as part of the larger fundraising campaign for the creation of the HCF.

Any and all uses of the HCF or infrastructure proposals not included in this approved Plan must
be subsequently approved by the HCFSC, the Huntington Selectboard, VLT, and VHCB prior to
commencing.
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The Deed and Conservation Easement/Conservation Restrictions

The Huntington Community Forest, while owned by the Town of Huntington, is subject to a
deed easement (Grant of Development Rights, Conservation Restrictions and Public Access
Easement) held by the Vermont Land Trust and the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board.
The deed granting the easement requires that “comprehensive management plans be developed
and updated from time-to-time.”1

Purposes

In general, the easement disallows development of the land (by conveying the development
rights to VLT and VHCB) and also provides for perpetual public access and conservation
restrictions. As stated in the deed the purpose behind this easement is:

A. To conserve productive forestland, wildlife habitats, biological diversity, natural
communities, riparian buffers, wetlands, soil productivity, water quality and native flora
and fauna . . . and the ecological processes that sustain these natural resource values . . .

B. To provide for non-motorized [limited exception for snowmobiling], non-commercial
recreation, educational and other appropriate uses . . .

C. To conserve open space values and scenic resources . . . for present and future
generations; and,

D. To require that management of the HCF be guided by a public management planning
process.

Allowed and Prohibited Uses

The deed creates a “right to use” the HCF consistent with the Plan and “purposes” of the deed,
for “all types of non-commercial, non-motorized recreational purposes” such as bird watching,
cross-country skiing, fishing, hiking, hunting, snowshoeing, trapping, walking, and wildlife
watching. Other activities, such as snowmobiling, mountain biking, and horses “may be
permitted” at the discretion of the Town, provided “such uses are regulated in the Management
Plans and are consistent with the Purposes” of the deed imposing the conservation easement.

The conservation restrictions also allow for agricultural activities on portions of the HCF that are
in an “existing cleared state” and consistent with the Plan and purposes of the conservation
easement. While the conservation easement allows for some forest clearing to “establish such
fields, orchards, pastures, wildlife and plant habitats, and/or scenic vistas”, such project(s) must
be consistent with the Plan and the conservation easement; and the Town must obtain the prior

1 VLT and VHCB have entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) whereby VHCB
delegated oversight to the VLT for some of the uses and activities allowed and/or prohibited by
the Deed and the Plan.
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written approval of the VLT and VHCB.  Additionally, the grant from the federal Community
Forest Program requires that the property remain at least 75% forested.

The conservation easement allows for forest management activities such as maple sugaring and
timber harvesting while “maintaining a healthy and biologically diverse forest.” However, the
harvesting of wood products or operation of any maple sugaring cannot be allowed until there is
a comprehensive “Forest Management Plan” developed by a licensed professional forester and
approved by VLT and VHCB. The deed encourages input from not only foresters but “wildlife
experts, conservation biologists or other experts” to ensure that the Forest Management Plan is
consistent with the purposes of the conservation restrictions.

The deed containing the conservation restrictions expressly allows the construction and
maintenance of trails consistent with the Plan and purposes of the conservation easement. The
deed also allows for the construction of “modest structures” to support public outdoor education
and recreation consistent with the Plan and purposes of the conservation easement. Parking lots
may also be constructed with prior written approval of VLT and VHCB.

The conservation restrictions, subject to numerous exceptions, generally prohibit development
such as construction, mining, excavation, billboards, and motor vehicles.  The exceptions to the
prohibition on motorized vehicles include motor vehicles associated with timber harvesting,
agriculture, education, emergency vehicles, motorized personal assistive mobility devices, and
snowmobiling under specific conditions, as laid out in the Plan.

Wetland Protection and Riparian Buffer Zones

The deed contains enhanced protections for lands within the designated wetland protection zones
(WPZ) and stream buffers. The boundaries of the WPZ were established at the time of easement
adoption based on initial mapping of wetlands and their 50’ buffers and may be changed with the
agreement of VLT and VHCB. Stream buffer protection areas are measured 50’ from the stream,
and move with the channel. These protected areas are collectively referred to as Water Quality
Protection Zones (WQPZ) within this Plan. These special restrictions include a prohibition on
agricultural activities (including grazing and pasturing of animals) in portions of the property
where WQPZs were established. New trails and/or roads to conduct forest management activities
in WQPZs require the prior approval of VLT and VHCB.  Although WPZs were not established
for all wetlands on the property, it should be noted that both Vermont and Federal wetland
regulations apply to all wetlands on the property.

Enforcement of Conservation Restrictions

The deed requires VLT and VHCB to make “reasonable efforts” to ensure compliance and
confers on them the right to “reasonable access” to monitor the HCF. If VLT and VHCB find
non-compliance with the conservation restrictions, they are required to notify the Town and may
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demand corrective action to restore the property to its previous condition. VLT and VHCB have
a right to be reimbursed for any reasonable costs and fees they incur for taking such action. VLT
and VHCB may also seek injunctive relief in court if the non-compliance is causing “immediate
and irreparable injury.”

Property Description
See Map 1: Property and Abutting Landowners

The Huntington Community Forest is located on the western slopes of the Green Mountains in
the town of Huntington, Vermont, a short distance from Vermont’s third highest summit, Camels
Hump, in the Northern Green Mountain biophysical region. The HCF is primarily located south
and southeast of the Brewster-Pierce Memorial School property, east of Main Road, and north of
Trapp Road. This area is referred to as the Forest Parcel and encompasses approximately 245
acres of land.A 2.8-acre section of the property, the River Parcel, is located along the Huntington
River, just south of the municipal recreation field, westerly from the Forest Parcel.

The diverse property ranges from 680 feet in elevation along the Huntington River to a
maximum of 1600 feet at the southeast corner at the top of a small summit. The property
includes open meadow, young forest/overgrown pasture, young to middle age forest, and areas of
mature forest. Approximately 51 acres of the property have been identified as wetland, including
significant portions of the agricultural fields and swaths of seepage forest. There are numerous
smaller woodland seeps scattered throughout.

The property also includes riparian areas along the Huntington River and several headwater
streams. Part of the property includes a designated groundwater protection zone related to the
drinking water source for the adjoining Brewster-Pierce Memorial School. Access to the River
Parcel is through the recreation field behind (west of) the Town Offices and Volunteer Fire
Station.

A powerline clearing and utility easement maintained by Vermont Electric Cooperative crosses
the southeastern corner of the property.

The larger Forest Parcel can be divided into three main land-use designations: The Forest; the
meadows--of which there are three--two along Trapp Road, and the Valley Meadow adjacent to
Huntington Center; and the Hillside- a partially treed slope separating the Valley Meadow from
the Forest.

The property boundaries are only occasionally marked. Through the wooded portions some
historic axe blazes are evident and these lines have been sporadically flagged more recently. In
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open areas, fencelines generally indicate some property lines but others—particularly those
established with more recent land transfers—are not well identified.

At the time of purchase, there were no usable structures on the property. The remains of a
historic sugarhouse are located roughly in the center of the Forest Parcel along the old woods
road. The sugarhouse has completely collapsed and is only recognizable by the buckets, pans,
and other equipment remaining at the site. A spring house is located along Trapp Road. Formerly
used as a water supply source for much of Huntington Center, the springhouse has a concrete
foundation and a wooden roof structure that has mostly collapsed over time. Adjacent to the
spring house is an older stacked-stone cistern, presumably used prior to the newer springhouse.
A stone fire pit and small storage shed are being constructed on the Hillside which will provide a
gathering place for Brewster-Pierce students and allow storage of a small amount of firewood
and miscellaneous maintenance equipment.

The HCF provides a multitude of benefits to the Huntington community throughout the seasons.
Summer users can hike; stroll; observe birds, pollinators, and signs of other wildlife; bike; or
contemplate views while enjoying a picnic. Winter use includes cross-country skiing,
snowshoeing, wildlife tracking, snowmobiling through on the VAST trail use or off-piste skiing
in the forest. The HCFSC aims to aid forest users in their enjoyment of the natural environment
by offering well marked trails, minimal infrastructure, and easy access.

Landscape Setting
Huntington is located at the southern tip of Vermont’s most populous county, Chittenden County.
Its position on the outskirts of the greater Burlington area has resulted in a growing population,
but it still has a rural feel and traditional settlement pattern. A significant portion of the Town is
undeveloped forest land held by the State of Vermont as the Camel’s Hump State Forest and
Camel’s Hump State Park. Two major hiking trails to the Camel’s Hump summit have trailheads
and most of their length in Huntington, and they see some of the heaviest hiker traffic in the state
during the summer months. The vast majority of the state land is wild, occasionally managed
forest with relatively little structured recreational opportunities such as walking and biking trails.
Huntington is also home to the Green Mountain Audubon Center, and its neighbor, the Birds of
Vermont Museum, which together host numerous trails and provide educational programs with a
focus on birds, wildlife, and forest ecology. Huntington has no alpine skiing facilities, but is
home to two commercial nordic ski areas—Sleepy Hollow on Sherman Hollow Road and the
non-profit Camel’s Hump Nordic Center on Bert White Road.

The Town of Huntington owns two other parcels of forestland. A 100-acre “Huntington Town
Forest” is located off Stagecoach Road in the northwestern quadrant of town. This property has
been in Town ownership since being granted by the Nature Conservancy in a land swap in the
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early 1970’s and is managed by the Huntington Conservation Commission. The Town Forest is a
mountainous property that is accessed by a network of woods roads over private property, and is
not currently suited for easily accessible 4-season recreation. Another 50-acre Town-owned
parcel is located on the side slopes of “Big Baldy” mountain which is completely surrounded by
State Forest. Little is known about how this smaller parcel came into municipal ownership, and it
is rarely visited owing to its rugged terrain.

The neighboring towns of Richmond, Hinesburg, Starksboro, and Fayston all have Town Forests.
Hinesburg’s two Town Forests are popular recreational destinations, especially for mountain
biking. One popular access to the Hinesburg Town Forest is located just over the Huntington
town line off Economou Road, and another is nearby on Hayden Hill Road East.

Huntington sits at the intersection of a more heavily developed landscape to the north, a
predominantly agricultural landscape to the southwest, and the rugged and mountainous Green
Mountain range to the east. When major land cover categories of the HCF are compared to those
in a surrounding ten-mile radius, the undeveloped local landscape is fairly evenly represented in
the HCF. There is somewhat less grass/agricultural land on the HCF than found in the
surrounding landscape and slightly more forest cover. In general, scrub/shrub land cover habitat
types are very underrepresented in the region, but make up a higher percentage of the HCF.

Land Cover: 10 mile
radius around HCF

Land Cover:
HCF

Developed 4% 0%

Grass/Agriculture 12% 6%

Shrubland 0.7% 6%

Forested 82% 88%

Data for 10-mile radius from 2016 National Landcover Dataset
(USDA). Data for HCF from 2016 Vermont Landcover by UVM
Spatial Analysis Lab.

The HCF is located in the village of Huntington Center, one of three commonly accepted villages
in the Town of Huntington. At the time of adoption, there were 10 landowners with property
directly adjacent to the Forest Parcel, 6 with property directly adjacent to the River Parcel, and
another 7 separated by public highways. The adjoining properties listed below are identified in
Map 1.
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ID Landowner Name Mailing Address

Forest Parcel Adjoiners sharing a property boundary
1 Betty J. Ayers 5015 Main Road, Huntington, VT 05462
2 John Parker 4987 Main Road, Huntington, VT 05462
3 Brewster-Pierce Memorial School 120 School St., Huntington, VT 05462

4 Foundation for Sustainable Future c/o
Melissa Hoffman

410 Camels Hump Road
Huntington, VT 05462

5 L5 Inc, c/o Liam and Laura Murphy 25 Buell Street, Burlington, Vermont 05401
6 Cornman N & Strickler M Trustees 1400 Waverly Rd. V-34, Gladwyne, PA 19035
7 Donna Lewis 97 Trapp Rd, Huntington, VT 05462
8 Krin Barberi & Dan Carhart 5175 Main Rd, Huntington, VT 05462
9 Trapp & Main Ventures LLC 5127 Main Rd, Huntington, VT 05462
10 Scott & Meghan Detweiler 5095 Main Rd, Huntington, VT 05462

River Parcel Adjoiners sharing a property boundary
11 Town of Huntington, Recreation Field
12 Rik & Georgia Barberi 139 Plain Rd, Housatonic, NY 01236
13 Krin Barberi & Dan Carhart 5175 Main Rd, Huntington, VT 05462
14 Town of Huntington, Huntington Center Cemetery
15 Todd Weston & Lori Williams PO Box 215, Huntington, VT 05462
16 Justin Rich & Lindsay Lyman-Clarke 5395 Main Road, Huntington, VT 05462

Adjoiners separated by public roads and the Huntington River
17 Eric Palola & Shelly McSweeney 4780 Main Road, Huntington, VT 05462
18 Kerry Detweiler 5024 Main Rd, Huntington, VT 05462
19 Leslie & Linnie Aubin 5225 Main Road, Huntington, VT 05462
20 Mason Rachampbell 50 Trapp Road, Huntington, VT 05462
21 Tyler J. Hazen 110 Trapp Road, Huntington, VT 05462
22 Louellen Wasson Hall Revocable Trust PO Box 8473, Essex, VT 05451

23 HABC Real Estate Holdings, LLC
c/o Taylor Harmeling

3702 Mt. Philo Road
Charlotte, Vermont 05445

Management Objectives

● Continue to consider management and stewardship goals, priorities, and decisions in light
of the surrounding community and landscape.
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History of the Property Ownership
See Map 2: History

Native people have lived in Vermont for approximately 13,000 years; however, little is known
about pre-European settlement in the Huntington Center area. The Abenaki Nation occupied this
region of Vermont, and archeological investigations have found evidence of native settlements or
camps at the confluence of the Huntington and Winooski Rivers.  It seems likely that the
Huntington River valley, up to and beyond the HCF property, served as fertile hunting and
foraging grounds and deeper investigation is warranted.

The Town of New Huntington was chartered by the Governor of New Hampshire in 1763 as a
large area of land extending south from the Winooski River. By the late 1700s, portions of the
original township were divided out to make up the new towns of Richmond, Bolton, and
Williston; part of the original Buels Gore at the southern end was added and the resulting area
was renamed Huntington. Settlement began around 1790, with construction of the first
homestead located near the Huntington River in the Lower Village. Settlement soon extended up
the river valley toward Huntington Center and the land that is now the HCF. The HCF is
composed of portions of several original proprietors’ lots as established in Huntington’s land
grant. The property includes a small portion of Lot 92, which covered much of the Huntington
Center village, and all of Lot 128, which extended up the hill along modern-day Trapp Road. The
property also covers nearly all of a lot that was part of the original Buels Gore grant later added
to Huntington. At Huntington’s inception, Lot 92 was granted to Joseph Carpenter, and Lot 128
to Abel Turner, two of Huntington’s earliest settlers.

By 1857, according to the Walling map, one “GL Williams” was residing  at the Main Road
house currently owned by the Detweiler family, most likely farming at least part of the lower
elevations of the modern HCF.  “J. Butts” had a homestead on the middle section of Trapp Road,
and probably farmed the upper portions. In the 1850 agricultural census, Joseph Butts is
documented as owning 115 acres of land, 1 horse, 5 milking cows, 2 oxen, 11 other cattle and 21
sheep. Mr. Butts produced 30 pounds of maple sugar that year. The 1860 census is barely legible,
but in that year it appears that Mr. Butts was holding 120 acres, 3 horses and 3 milking cows, and
his maple crop had grown to 400 pounds. There is no “G.L. Williams” in the 1850 census, but
one Henry Williams is present, with 12 acres of land, his own horse, a single milking cow, and
recording 100 pounds of maple sugar. No Williams could be found in the 1860 census.

The 1869 Beers Atlas of Huntington identifies O.H. Ellis as owner of the home on Main Road, as
well as the previous Butts homestead on the southwest side of Trapp Road. The Beers map
shows a blacksmith shop, mentioned in later deeds, along the lower northern side of Trapp Road.
In the first half of the 20th century land records refer to the HCF land as the “Ellis” farm. The
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1870 agricultural census includes a listing for Orvis Ellis, who owned 290 acres of improved
land and another 60 acres of forest land. In that year, Mr. Ellis held 3 horses, 39 milking cows, 2
oxen, 5 other cows, and 8 sheep. Mr. Ellis grew 200 bushels of potatoes, and produced 500
pounds of butter and an impressive 11,000 pounds of cheese, but no maple. Clearly the dairy
industry was in its early heyday.

By around the year 1900 Vernon & Kathryn Sargent had purchased the Ellis farm and would own
it for nearly half a century until 1945. The Sargents apparently ran the sugarhouse, now in ruins,
in the middle portion of the HCF. Local resident Bruce Taft, who grew up on the family farm on
Taft Road, recalls seeing steam rising from the “Kate Sargent” sugarhouse across the hillside as a
boy.

Wilfred & Marie Claire Salvas purchased much or all of the property and owned it between
1945-1955. There were a series of land transfers in this time, but the Salvases appear to have
purchased the land, houses, an International model 1935 pickup truck, farm equipment, cows,
horses, and maple trees. In 1950 the Salvases granted 1 acre and the 2-tenement house (later
Worthley, then Detweiler house) to a now widowed Kathryn (Kate) Sargent.

Merrill & Katherine Mitchell purchased the property from Salvas in 1955. The sale also included
3 Jersey cows, 4 Holstein cows, a 2-month-old heifer calf, a dump rake, a mowing machine, a
walking plow, a manure spreader, and the village water supply and water rights.

The Mitchells sold 291 acres consisting mostly of the current HCF in 1962, retaining the original
farmhouse on a quarter acre along Main Road which they had acquired from Kathryn Sargent’s
estate and expanded in a later transfer by an additional 1 acre. The farmhouse was later owned
for a short time by Robert Goss; the Worthley family for 41 years (1972-2013); then the
Detweiler family at the time of this writing.

For the next 48 years—from 1962 until 2010—the HCF property was owned by John and
Elizabeth Bland, of Cambridge, Vermont. In that time, the property was used primarily for
agriculture, including as dairy pasture and hay fields, and for maple sugaring and some logging.

The Blands sold or granted several portions of the original property to others, including two lots
located along the east side of Trapp Road near the southern end of the property in 1971. These
adjacent inholdings were transferred to Mary Strickler, and Henry Cornman, but in 1977 the
Strickler lot was returned to Bland ownership. The Cornman lot remains in the Cornman family
at the time of this writing. The Blands also formalized several other homes on the property
through subdivision of parcels including the “Luchini” house, later owned by the Soules, then by
Dan Carhart & Krin Barberi (current owners), and the Lewis property to Grant and Donna
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Lewis. The Blands granted an additional 1 acre to the farmhouse originally retained by the
Mitchells and then owned by Goss.

The Blands, being absentee landowners, leased much of the farm to local farm operations
through the 1970s and 1980s. The Brace family, who operated a dairy farm at the north end of
Huntington Center, used the barn and fields for their dairy herd as well as a hay crop. Later,
neighbor and local farmer Grant Lewis cut hay. Parts of the forest land were tapped by the Taft
family for maple syrup production.

In 2010 the Bland estate was selling the land following the death of Elizabeth Bland. At that
time, the Huntington Conservation Commission explored purchase of the property in partnership
with the Huntington Historic and Community Trust, a local non-profit conservation and historic
preservation organization. Funding could not be secured quickly enough, and the property was
sold to Sowing the Future LLC, represented by Ted and Susan Blood of Charlotte, Vt.

Sowing the Future LLC originally intended to develop a portion of the property, but that plan
was never realized. The historic uses of the property continued through this time with local farm
operations including haying, grazing, and cropping the agricultural portions of the lower fields.
The Blood family posted the land, but granted permission for recreational use of the property by
several neighbors, Brewster-Pierce Memorial School, and a number of hunters. While a 2015
Forest Management Plan prepared for the Bloods recommended some silvicultural activity, none
was undertaken, leaving the forested portions of the property unmanaged for two decades.

For a short period of time, the Taft family planted a portion of the lower agricultural fields in
corn which was harvested for silage.

Carhart & Barberi purchased a portion of the original lot from the Bloods along the east side of
Main Road in 2020 for construction of a commercial bakery. They also purchased the portion of
the property west of Main Road, including the barn, that extends to the Huntington River.
Carhart & Barberi donated +/-2.8 acres of river-adjacent land to the Town of Huntington as a
component of the HCF—the River Parcel.

The Bloods owned the remainder of the property until March 2021 when the Town of
Huntington, in partnership with The Trust for Public Land, Vermont Land Trust, the Vermont
Housing and Conservation Board, the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation, and
the U.S. Forest Service purchased the property as a Community Forest.

The springhouse located on the property along Trapp Road served as a public water supply to the
village of Huntington Center for many years (until the early 1980s). The most recent springhouse
is a concrete cistern with a wood-framed roof with metal roofing that has since collapsed.
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Adjacent to the concrete structure are the remains of a round, stone-lined cistern presumably
pre-dating the later structure.

Some older homes in Huntington Center are known to have shallow wells in their cellars, but at
some point these homes were connected to the village water system that fed through
underground piping from the springhouse down Trapp Road and along Main Road. The spring
was fed from a combination of groundwater and surface water piped in from the adjacent brook.
There is evidence that small dams were built in the brook; these likely created small reservoirs
for channeling water to the springhouse. In addition, at least 3 concrete shallow wells were at
some point installed in the wetland southeast of the springhouse, with underground piping
feeding to the main cistern.

The water system was maintained by the village residents through a semi-formal arrangement,
but whether any compensation was offered to the landowners is unknown. Through the 1970s
and early 1980s, water main breaks, boil-water requirements, and occasional lack of water
became more frequent, frustrating village residents who began to have private wells drilled.
Eventually, with only a few households remaining on the system, the spring was shut down and
abandoned.

Management Objectives

● Research and better understand Native American history on and around the HCF.
● Continue to research property and land use history of the HCF.
● Explore and consider indigenous land access agreements with recognized tribes.

Management Actions

● Engage in dialogue with native/indigenous tribes.
● Update HCF property history as more information is learned.
● Provide public educational materials and programming on the indigenous and historic

settlement of the HCF and surrounding areas.

History of Municipal Acquisition

Conservation Reserve Fund

The creation of the Huntington Conservation Reserve Fund (HCRF) laid the foundation for the
purchase of the Huntington Community Forest.

The HCRF was created in 2000 when an article was proposed at Town Meeting. The article read:
“provide a reserve fund of $16,000 in FY 2000/2001 and annually thereafter as the Town may
appropriate for the purpose of acquisition and perpetual protection of critical historical,
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agricultural, and natural resources” and was passed by voice vote. Since implementation, the
conservation funds have leveraged additional funding for several local conservation projects
including: preservation of the Bradley property along with public trail easements, historical
curtain restoration for the Public Union Meeting House, conservation easements on local
farmland, and reconstruction of the Beaver Pond Overlook trail at the Audubon Nature Center.

In 2019 the Huntington Conservation Commission proposed allocating $140,000 of Huntington’s
Conservation Fund to the acquisition of the Huntington Community Forest. Following the formal
application process, the allocation was approved by Huntington’s Selectboard in 2020. Including
the Conservation Funds allocated to the Community Forest, the HCRF has now leveraged nearly
$2 million of additional funding since its implementation 20 years ago.

Outdoor & Forest-Based Recreation Plan

In 2016 a grant from Vermont Urban and Community Forestry supported the Conservation
Commission and the Huntington community in the development of an Outdoor & Forest-Based
Recreation Plan (OFBRP). The results of public sessions and surveys detailed the attributes
community members wanted in a Community Forest. Top priorities identified were
wildlife/natural resource protection, recreation, and accessibility. In November 2019 the
Huntington Outdoor & Forest- Based Recreation Plan was formally recognized by the
Selectboard.

With both the OFBRP and desires of the community in mind, the Conservation Commission and
several residents began to search for a property with the desired attributes and a landowner
willing to work with the Town on a conservation sale. With the assistance of neighboring
residents, the Sowing the Future LLC (formerly Bland) property owned by Ted and Susan Blood
was identified and The Trust for Public Land began negotiations with the landowner.

Public Forums

In January 2020 the Conservation Commission, with assistance from The Trust for Public Land,
held a Public Forum to determine interest in pursuing purchase of the Blood Property. Purchase
would entail spending the entire balance of $140,000 of the currently available Conservation
Funds to leverage federal, state and private funds. Community members shared their enthusiasm
for the project which resulted in a unanimous vote by the Conservation Commission to
recommend the Conservation Fund allocation in order to leverage additional funding for the
purchase of a Community Forest. The Selectboard agreed with the Conservation Commission’s
recommendation and in January 2020 they signed an application to the federal Community
Forest and Open Space Program to assist with the purchase and voted to approve the spending of
Conservation Funds.
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Communication and Outreach

In January 2020 the Conservation Commission invited Chittenden County Forester Ethan Tapper
to lead an informational walk on the property. Over 50 residents, aged 6 months to 80-plus years,
showed up for a 3-mile walk through the forest led by Tapper, who explained the diversity of the
meadows and forest along with town resident Aaron Worthley providing historical context. Kate
Wanner of The Trust for Public Land joined members of the Conservation Commission at
Beaudry’s coffee hour to answer residents’ questions and share information.

Tapper authored an article in the local paper about Town Forests which further discussed the
benefits of a Community Forest.

Funding

In addition to the Huntington Conservation Fund, Huntington was the first municipality in
Vermont to make use of the Vermont Clean Water State Revolving Fund’s Interim Financing,
which provided $309,000 to protect natural infrastructure—the wetlands, riparian areas, and
headwater streams that directly benefit water quality and flood resiliency in the Winooski River
Basin and Lake Champlain.

Additional funding for acquisition and stewardship was provided by the following generous
organizations and entities:

United States Forest Service Community Forest Program $385,000
Vermont Housing and Conservation Board (VHCB) $  74,500
LLBean Community Impact Fund $  50,000
Fieldstone Foundation $    5,000
Davis Conservation Foundation $  10,000
Lintilhac Foundation $  10,000
Oakland Foundation $    2,500
RiseVT $    1,800
Family Foundations and Individual Donors $  37,600

Charter & Committee Formation

In December 2020 the Conservation Commission drafted a charter for the formation of a
Community Forest Stewardship Committee and searched for a contingency of diverse
perspectives to begin the process of creating a Stewardship Plan for the Community Forest.
Inaugural committee members included a member of the local VT Association of Snow
Travelers (VAST) club, a bordering landowner and active historic trail user, three Conservation
Commission members, a software engineer with ties to trail-building organizations, a local
farmer and sugarmaker with past experience on the property, and a consulting ecologist who
grew up adjacent to the Community Forest.
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Public Input

Background

A clear requirement of HCF funders and easement holders is the implementation of a
management or stewardship plan adopted following broad public engagement and participation
from the community. The HCFSC took great effort to provide many avenues for public
engagement and participation throughout the exploration and drafting of this Plan. The first six
months of Committee activity were devoted primarily to planning for and implementing
interactions with the Huntington community about their desires, priorities, hopes, and dreams for
the stewardship of the HCF.

Committee Meetings & Engagement

The HCFSC began meeting just as the Covid-19 pandemic forced relative isolation and limited
personal contact. The Town of Huntington quickly pivoted to conducting municipal meetings in
a virtual environment, and the HCFSC took full advantage of these tools. Anecdotally, the switch
to virtual municipal meetings appeared to result in an increase in public attendance and
engagement in the Town of Huntington over previous in-person meetings. To date, all HCFSC
meetings and forums have been conducted virtually using the Zoom software platform. The
HCFSC meets monthly, meetings are publicly warned per Vermont open meeting law, and each
meeting features an opportunity for public participation through an allocated time for formal
public comment. To engage the public and encourage productivity and efficiency, the HCFSC
established a website (forest.huntingtonvt.org), and an email address (huntingtoncf@gmail.com)
where information is disseminated and public communication with the HCFSC can take place.

Written Comments

Throughout the drafting of this Plan, the public expressed their ideas and recommendations to
the HCFSC in person at the forums and monthly meetings, and also via written comments to the
HCF email address.  As of late August 2021, over 120 comments had been received via email.
Comments included interest in trail uses, wildlife, enjoyment of natural resources, working lands
and the importance of outdoor education at BPMS.  The topic of hunting generated the greatest
amount of email traffic. Roughly 81 (66%) of the email received pertained to hunting and/or
trapping, with these comments coming from approximately 54 unique individuals. Of these, 22
people offered opinions specifically opposed to hunting on the HCF, and 24 in favor.

All HCFSC members were provided access to every email message provided by the public and
the messages were archived in the HCFSC records.
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Walks and Events

Although limited for much of the Stewardship Plan development, the HCFSC did engage in
some public forest walks and educational events. Among these were a field walk with a UVM
Field Naturalist, Landscape Inventory and Analysis class, a guided walk with the Chittenden
County Forester, and a spring bird walk led by the Birds of Vermont Museum staff.

In June 2021, the HCF hosted a visit by Senator Patrick Leahy, who was instrumental in creating
the federal Community Forest and Open Space Program, devoted to community forest
acquisition nationwide, a funding source utilized in the purchase of the HCF. At this event, The
Trust for Public Land formally announced the release of a report documenting the community
and economic development benefits of community forests across the country, including two case
studies in Vermont (Barre Town Forest and Catamount Community Forest).

Following the March 2021 purchase of the property the Huntington Conservation Commission,
with help from many community supporters, organized a celebration on July 17 for Huntington
residents to thank them for their support and help in making the HCF a success. The event was
well attended and widely considered a success with food, music, field walks, a raffle, and
announcement of the winner of a tee-shirt design contest.

Community Forums

The HCFSC invited the community to five public forums from July to October 2020. The forums
included brief presentations by experts on Land Use, Natural Resources, Multi-Use Recreation,
Education, and Hunting and Trapping. The forums were promoted via local communication
outlets such as Front Porch Forum, the Town of Huntington website, local newspaper, flyers and
posters distributed around town. Following the presentations the public was invited to comment.
Over 30 participants at each forum voiced their opinions, desires, and concerns, which were
collated for use in developing the Stewardship Plan. In addition, the forums were video recorded
and made available on the CFSC website.

Forum Topic Date Presenter # Registrations
Land Use/Management June 24, 2020 Ethan Tapper, Chittenden County Forester 66
Natural Resources July 22, 2020 Everett Marshall, Vt. Fish & Wildlife 44
Recreation Sept. 9, 2020 Kathryn Wrigley, Vt. Forest, Parks, &

Recreation
44

Education Sept. 22, 2020 Sally Hayes, BPMS Principal 43
Hunting & Trapping Oct. 12, 2020 Nick Fortin & Kim Royer, Vermont

Department of Fish & Wildlife, Walter
Medwid, Vermont Wildlife Coalition

95
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Community Outreach Public Survey

In order to assess the degree of community interest across various activities, a HCFSC
subcommittee was created to develop a public input survey. The figures displayed in this section
reflect only the individuals who responded to the survey, and do not include feedback from the
forums, verbal and written public comment, field walks, or committee meetings.

The survey utilized the online platform “Question-Pro” and was advertised to an email list
composed of all prior contacts, forum attendees, online participants and community groups, as
well as through traditional announcement venues in Huntington. In addition paper copies of the
survey were made available at various locations throughout town and completed surveys could
be dropped off to boxes at the same locations. All hand-written surveys were manually entered
into the Question-Pro platform by members of the HCFSC for consistent analysis. The
Question-Pro platform provided an analysis of responses, and all results were analyzed and
reviewed by the HCFSC to reveal the range of interests and concerns.

Participation

The survey received a total of 351 submissions, of which 244 were Huntington residents.
Respondents signaled a high level of engagement with the Community Forest process, with
about two thirds (62.4%) of respondents asking to be emailed with further updates and
information.
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Management Priorities

Respondents were asked to indicate how they value 8 different land use concepts as Management
Priorities with each priority being measured on a 1-5 Likert scale. Timber Harvest/Firewood and
Agriculture were the lowest priorities by far, with the other priorities being much more popular.
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Recreational Activities

Respondents were asked for their affinity for 32 different recreational activities on the following
4-point scale:

1. I oppose this!
2. I don't care/No opinion
3. I'm Interested…
4. I want to do this!

The chart below shows the 5 most popular and 5 least popular recreational activities:

In addition to looking at the overall average popularity of recreational activities, the survey also
looked at how closely aligned residents were in their preferences. The HCFSC used a metric
derived from the standard deviation of all responses for each activity to indicate the alignment of
responses. For example, despite having a majority opinion of “I oppose this” for Trapping, the
individual responses had a low standard deviation clustered around the statistical mean, which
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can be a proxy for
community alignment. By
contrast, the responses
were quite divided on
Hunting.

Conversely, the individual
responses for items such
as Mountain Biking and
Hunting varied greatly
and their high standard
deviation indicated that
these were among the
most contested
recreational activities we
surveyed.

As the topics of hunting
and trapping had shown
themselves to be fairly
divisive during the
community forums, the
survey went into some
additional detail regarding
these recreational
activities. The results
were broadly similar to
the opinions expressed in
the forums, with most
people opposed to all
forms of trapping, but
equal or slightly in favor
of permitting hunting.

For both activities, when a
respondent indicated they
preferred that the activity
be permitted with limits,
they were invited to
explain what limits they
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preferred. Of note here, the HCFSC did not include any specificity to this question indicating the
nature of potential limits on species, season, location, or method.

Financing the Community Forest

The survey also probed opinions of how stewardship of the Community Forest should be funded.
For this question we asked people to rank three options: Fundraising, Taxes, and Self-supporting.
People generally preferred using tax money and fundraising to sustain the forest. The lower
ranking for Self-supporting methods is consistent with the low rankings given to Agriculture and
Timber Harvest/Firewood in the management priorities results mentioned above.

21



The Huntington Community Forest Stewardship Plan

Use of Survey Results

The survey results were useful to the HCFSC as stewardship and management decisions were
made. The HCFSC was clear that stewardship decisions were not to be based entirely on the
expression of public opinion, but that this information would be used to inform decision making
alongside other relevant research, knowledgeable input and advice, the Easement, and broad
stewardship goals. The survey results most often mirrored feedback provided in other venues and
reinforced concepts and public opinion discussed throughout the planning process. Of particular
use was the statistical analysis exploring areas of community agreement and disagreement
discussed above. A complete summary of survey results is available through the HCFSC website
at https://forest.huntingtonvt.org

Management Objectives

● Continue to engage the Huntington community in stewardship of the HCTF.
● Maintain ecological health and allowed activities in the HCF with input from the

community.

Management Actions

● Keep records of what is seen in the forest.
● Add sightings to the interactive map.  Alter or limit uses if ecological values need to be

mitigated.
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Natural Resources
See Map 5: Natural Resources and Map 4: Topography

Natural resource considerations form the foundation of the Stewardship decisions on the HCF.
All other uses flow from the guiding principle that natural resources, habitats and their
landscape, and species diversity should be protected and enhanced to the extent possible. Other
HCF uses may not always provide the highest level of natural resource protection, but mitigation
of undue impacts and close evaluation and implementation of best practices is a requirement for
maintaining compatibility with environmental protections.

The HCFSC retained the UVM graduate-level Landscape Inventory and Assessment Class (LIA)
in the winter and spring of 2021 to conduct a natural resource and land use assessment of the
HCF. The complete LIA report is available through the HCF website. The LIA work along with
the contributions of natural resource professionals in the Huntington community and among
project partners have informed the natural resource analysis presented here.

The natural resources of the HCF are still largely influenced and shaped by the historic working
landscape of the property and surrounding area. Located in the foothills of the Green Mountain
range, with a generally westerly aspect, the matrix natural community is the Northern Hardwood
forest. The topography, glacial, and land use history, all intertwined, have further shaped the
range and diversity of vegetative communities and cover conditions evident across the parcel.

According to the LIA team, The HCF sits on bedrock that is part of the larger Underhill
Formation, connecting it to a broad swath of north and central Vermont. This formation is
typified by a silvery grey-green schist, a mudstone formed on the bottom of an ocean about 500
million years ago only to be raised from the depths about 150 million years later when the Green
Mountains were formed. Typically, schist is not a source of soil enrichment. What is unique in the
HCF, however, are intrusions of greenstone and amphibolite members, which are possibly visible
as the ledges and exposed rock throughout higher elevations of the site.

This bedrock geology forms the foundation of everything above.

As the glaciation of the last ice age retreated some 10,000 years ago, much of the Huntington
River valley was an arm of glacial Lake Vermont—a giant freshwater lake impounded by the
retreating ice. This lake may have reached for a short time as far south as the HCF, but the
surficial soils at the lower elevations of the HCF are more river-influenced-gravels and stoney
sands, often following the historic meander patterns of a much larger river. The hillside rising up
from the valley is characteristic of a kame terrace feature—where the melting glaciers left more
consistent deposits of sand and gravel, sorted as they flowed downslope into the impounded lake
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and river at the valley bottom, or up against the edge of still-retreating glaciers. Further uphill is
glacial till, unsorted and highly variable material that dropped out of the ice as it melted leaving a
hodgepodge of exposed ledge, rocks, and boulders over “hardpan”—a layer of soil densely
compacted by the weight of up to a mile-thick ice sheet.

The divisions evident in this surficial geology were replicated in later land use and farm
abandonment patterns. At one time, much of the property was cleared with at least ⅔ of the
property showing evidence of clearing in aerial imagery from the 1940s. The areas furthest from
roads, Main Road and Trapp Road, were abandoned as active farmland first, with the hillside
overlooking the Huntington River valley most recently left mainly to its own in the 1990s. The
lower valley bottom, and two smaller areas along Trapp Road remain unforested as managed
agricultural land.

The abandonment pattern is mostly responsible for the staggered forest succession that provides
diversity in habitat types and plant communities on the property. Open grassy and flowering forb
fields give way to shrubby openings and pole-stands of young birches and aspens. Moving up in
elevation, the trees become older and a bit more diverse adding in red maple, white pine, young
red-spruce, and other hardwood species. Continuing uphill, the older, more established forests
are dominated by mature sugar maple, white ash, American beech, and yellow birch- classic
northern hardwood forest. In pockets, typically at the toe or benches on slopes where colluvial
deposition creates pockets of modest enrichment, small areas of rich northern-hardwood forest
are evident.

A comprehensive botanical inventory has not been completed, but vegetation is generally
consistent with northern hardwood forests and open and transitional fields of the region. The
uncommon plant wild ginger (Asarum canadense) was noted by the LIA team and other rare or
uncommon plants may exist. A thorough plant survey by a knowledgeable botanist is
recommended.

The variable forest conditions provide a diversity of wildlife habitat representative of the region.

At the lowest elevations, the Huntington River is a moderately sized perennial freestone river,
fed by mountain streams descending the surrounding hills and mountains. The River provides
aquatic habitat for a variety of invertebrates, fish—including native brook trout, birds, and
aquatic mammals. An unnamed perennial stream flows through upper portions of the HCF and,
after exiting the property along Trapp Road, reenters at the south end of the “River Parcel”
portion of the HCF, flowing north and entering the Huntington River in the middle of the River
Parcel. The mouth of the unnamed stream is notably impounded by a large beaver dam and has
been for many years. The resulting open-water, emergent, and shrub wetlands increase and
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support habitat diversity in this area. There are numerous small intermittent streams and
ephemeral flow paths throughout the property.

The large field—the Valley Meadow—between Brewster-Pierce Memorial School, Main Road,
and Trapp Road has been managed as agricultural land in varying intensity for many years. It is
wet, receiving runoff from the hillside to the east, as well as a high water table. The wet
conditions have resulted in some challenges to agricultural use, but in the late 1970s a network of
drainage channels were constructed to help dry it out. For some years later, the field was actively
pastured, hayed, and later, portions were cropped in corn. Over time, the ditching has succumbed
to sedimentation and significantly filled-in resulting in a return to wet field
conditions—especially in the middle section. This middle section of field, as well as the
remaining ditches, are magnets for amphibians—notably heavy populations of wood frogs and
spring peepers in the spring and early summer months. Several bird species have been observed
in the open fields and several wetland bird species (recently including ducks, American bittern,
and common snipe) have been noted passing through or breeding. Exploring ways of maintaining
open land, perhaps through low-impact agricultural use, while also protecting the
habitats—notably pollinating insects, avian, and amphibian—in these areas should be
considered.

A large portion of the HCF has been identified and mapped by a professional ecologist as
wetland. The habitat varies greatly between the open water beaver complex along the river,
herbaceous fields, seepy forests and a large stream-influenced wetland complex through the
middle of the property. No vernal pools have been found on the property, but several of the
wetlands have springtime pools that, at least occasionally, are likely to support breeding wood
frogs, spotted salamanders, and a host of invertebrate species among others.

The Hillside above the Valley Meadow has reverted to young forest and shrubby open land since
being mostly abandoned as pastureland in the 1980s. The Hillside is a patchwork of young trees,
shrubby openings and mowed grassy paths that have been maintained by neighbors for
recreational use. Near the top of the slope, a stone wall divides the younger hillside from the
mid-aged forest. The Hillside habitat is best characterized as patchy “early successional forest”
with great habitat for pollinators, numerous nesting birds, and small mammals, and regular visits
by larger predators and herbivores alike, foraging in the dense conditions. Early successional
forest and shrubland habitat are underrepresented and declining habitat types on the regional
landscape. Seeking management opportunities that maintain or enhance early-successional forest
and shrubland on the HCF will help ensure a place for species that seek out and rely on this
disappearing habitat.

The middle-aged forest beyond the stonewall is less diverse from a habitat perspective. There are
areas where white pine and red spruce are present in both the canopy and understory, but overall
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the forest is fairly even-aged and predominantly deciduous. Numerous bird species typical of the
northern forest nest here, and white-tailed deer are a common sight. If forest management were
to occur in this part of the HCF, strategies to accelerate the development of old forest conditions
with multiple age classes of trees and a greater diversity of tree species may be appropriate.

Over-browsing of young trees by deer is a concern identified by the HCFSC, and the UVM LIA
class was tasked with evaluating the situation. Their brief study found a significant reduction in
sugar maple and white ash seedlings and saplings in areas accessible to deer, as compared to
areas with less accessibility due to dense undergrowth or blowdowns. All management and
stewardship decisions in the forested portions of the HCF should be made with the risks of deer
overbrowsing in mind. The HCFSC sees hunting as a tool to mitigate the threat to biodiversity
and forest health seen elsewhere in the region as a result of over-browsing by deer, and the
Committee will explore additional ways of understanding and quantifying the impact of the deer
population such as constructing deer exclosures.

Higher in elevation, the HCF becomes steeper, ledgy, and may never have been entirely cleared
for agricultural use—although evidence of several iterations of sugaring operations is present.
Here the forest is older, with older overstory trees and greater species and structural diversity. In
this area some of the more unique wildlife habitat features are present—including an area of
bear-scarred beech and ledge outcrops where denning porcupine are common. Downed woody
debris, standing snags, and areas of dense understory are also common in this part of the forest.
At the far southeastern corner of the HCF, a small area of talus has accumulated at the toe and
lower portions of a steep slope. These remote portions of the HCF hold some of the more
sensitive habitat conditions and management should maintain a light touch to protect the remote
and fragile nature of the land here.

Non-native invasive species (NNIS) are a biodiversity and forest health concern in the HCF, but
NNIS remain lower here than in many nearby areas. Invasive shrubs such as honeysuckle
(Lonicera tatarica, Lonicera japonica) and barberry (Berberis thunbergii), and multiflora rose
(Rosa multiflora) are present in the shrubby hillside and old fields, and patches of barberry are
scattered throughout the forested sections. Japanese knotweed (Polygonum cuspidatum) is
dominant along the river banks and wetland edge in the River Parcel. There are still opportunities
to manage invasive species on the HCF to ensure they do not become a major problem. All forest
management, recreational infrastructure development, and any other activities should be
conducted with invasive species in mind and take measures to prevent spread of existing species
or introduction of new species to the forest.

In order to protect and preserve the more human-sensitive and remote ecological and habitat
conditions on the property, areas of the HCF will be designated as Low-Impact Zones (see map).
In these places, formal trails or other concentrated activities will be discouraged, but dispersed
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access, or bush-whacking, will still be allowed. Active forest management in the Low-Impact
Zones will be considered when it serves to enhance or improve the greater ecological function of
the forest, and occurs only for short durations. Low-impact logging techniques are the preferred
method in these areas.

Management Objectives

● Prioritize and protect sensitive natural resources such as wetlands, streams, and their
buffers, unique wildlife habitats, steep slopes, and rare and uncommon species from
impacts by recreational, silvicultural, and agricultural operations.

● Seek to balance a healthy, functional forest with allowed human uses of the property.
● Protect soil integrity, water quality, natural species composition, natural disturbance

regimes and natural hydrology.
● Maintain and preserve water quality—both surficial and groundwater.
● Work to eradicate non-native invasive species before they become a bigger problem.

Management Actions

● Provide a diversity of site-appropriate upland, wetland and riparian habitats for wildlife.
● Conduct additional natural resource inventories to better understand the existing

landscape in more detail. Continue to update natural resource mapping.
● Continue to evaluate deer browse and take appropriate actions to limit the ecological

impact of over-browsing.
● Conduct an invasive species inventory and actively manage to eliminate problematic

non-native invasive species.
● Actively protect sensitive resources through avoidance—especially those areas protected

through specific easement language.
● Avoid stream and wetland crossings by recreational, agricultural and silvicultural

activities. Any necessary crossings should follow the best available practices to protect
water quality, soil stability, and habitat integrity. Bridges and boardwalks should be
prioritized over culverts or hardened paths.

● Maintain no-impact and low-impact zones where formalized trails or other concentrated
human activities are not allowed or are extremely limited.

Recreational Uses
See Map 6: Trails and Recreation

The HCF is open to a wide range of low-impact recreational uses by the people of Huntington
and visitors. Recreational use was a founding principle informing the search for, and acquisition
of this property as a municipal forest. Ecological protection is a high priority and recreational
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uses must strive to maintain a balance with the natural environment. Water quality protection,
respect for special or unique wildlife habitats, and protection of healthy forests will take
precedence in management decisions, and any recreational uses must significantly mitigate their
impacts to these resources.

Biking, cross country (nordic) skiing, snowshoeing, walking, hiking, and running are allowed on
all trails unless specifically not permitted due to unsafe conditions, destruction of native plants,
soil erosion or degradation of water quality, as determined by the HCFSC. In general, trails and
trail-uses will prioritize multi-use principals where trails constructed or adapted to be appropriate
only or primarily for specific user groups are discouraged in favor of trails and infrastructure that
supports a wide range of user types, interests, and abilities.

Bikers and hikers may use the trails, but with common respect for other activities (e.g., education
and agriculture). Sledding is allowed within the HCF and the HCFSC will consider options for
vegetation management of designated sledding areas in the future.

The existing VAST snowmobile trail will continue to be maintained by the VAST organization in
partnership with the HCFSC. Snowmobiling off the designated VAST trail will not be allowed.
The HCFSC may consider options for rerouting or adjusting some or all of the VAST trail in
compliance with and consideration of the Easement and the priorities laid out in this Plan. The
UVM LIA report outlines a proposed route for future consideration of a new VAST trail that
would relocate the groomed trail currently colocated on Trapp Rd. to a route within the forest
while minimizing impacts to wetland areas.

A portion of the property has been designated as a “Low-impact Recreation Zone” where
concentrated recreational activities and infrastructure such as designated trails will be
discouraged. This area will still be open to off-trail activities and dispersed recreation for
everyone. This designated zone will provide a portion of the property where recreational activity
is lower; steep slopes, wildlife habitat, and water quality are protected; and a quieter more
contemplative experience can be had away from other concentrated use.

Horseback riding would only be allowed by permission of the HCFSC under a specific proposal
that also protects trails, infrastructure, existing recreational uses, natural resources, and other
stewardship goals.  If a person or entity wishes to propose limited horseback riding within the
HCF, they are required to make a proposal to the HCFSC for consideration. The proposal should
detail specific locations, frequency of use, maintenance activities, mitigation measures, etc. The
HCFSC may request additional information and retains the right to reject proposals that do not
meet the goals of protecting other uses.
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With feedback from public forums, results of the community survey, written and oral public
comment and considerable research by the HCFSC, the topic of hunting and trapping on the HCF
has been thoroughly discussed and debated. Some residents are concerned about the safety
implications of hunters and trappers interacting and overlapping with recreational users on the
property at the same time. Others expressed the sentiment that hunting is a long-standing, legal
activity pursued by many residents which provides healthy food and greater engagement with the
natural environment. The HCFSC has developed a set of hunting and trapping guidelines that
attempts to meet the needs and desires of a large portion of Huntington residents, without
creating an undue enforcement burden or leaving HCF users at risk for their safety. A complete
review of the HCFSC rationale for its hunting and trapping decisions are available from the
HCFSC or on the HCF website.

As public land abutting school property, the land is subject to the Gun-Free School Zones Act of
1990 which prohibits any unauthorized individual from knowingly possessing a loaded or
unsecured firearm within a 1000’ perimeter around the school property boundary. An area
greater than 1000’ from the school property has been designated by the HCFSC as a No-Hunting
Zone, where hunting of any species, in any season, by any method is not allowed. This Zone,
depicted on the attached map, covers approximately 43 acres of the Forest Parcel and the entire
2.8 acre River Parcel. The No-Hunting Zone has been laid out to follow natural landscape
features and existing trails to provide easy recognition and understanding among the various user
groups. The boundary of this Zone will be marked with no-hunting informational signs to
formalize this area and inform both hunters and non-hunting users about this restriction.

Outside the No-Hunting Zone, hunting is allowed on the HCF. Hunters are required to follow all
applicable Vermont Department of Fish and Wildlife regulations and State laws. Hunters and
recreational users may encounter each other during their pursuits, and it is expected that both will
treat each other with respect and courtesy and with safety in mind.

The HCFSC may opt to close the portion of the HCF outside the No-Hunting Zone to
non-hunting recreational users during some or all of the fall rifle deer hunting season. This
decision is to be made by the HCFSC on the basis of forest and habitat management or to
mitigate hunter and non-hunter conflicts. The HCFSC will make widespread public
announcements should any closure be implemented.

Hunting Stand and Blinds: Hunters may erect temporary, pack-in pack-out tree stands and blinds
under the following conditions:

● Stands, blinds, and other structures may be erected for a single day and may stay in place
no more than from 1 hour before to 1 hour after legal hunting hours.
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● All stands, blinds, and other structures must be fully dismantled and packed in and out
following leave-no-trace principles. No materials may be left in the forest beyond 1 hour
after legal hunting hours.

● No pruning, trimming, clearing, mowing, clipping, or other alteration of vegetation is
allowed for stand or blind placement, or for shooting lanes.

The use of  game cameras, trail cameras, wildlife cameras, drones, and other unattended
photographic and video devices or equipment is allowed if the camera or device is clearly
identified with owner name, address, and telephone number, with the following recommended
guidelines: Unattended cameras should be placed at least 50’ from trails whenever possible.
Remote camera users should be respectful of fellow forest users and their privacy. No vegetation
cutting, clipping, clearing or other alteration or damage is allowed for placement of camera
equipment or view lanes. Cameras must be removed at the request of the HCFSC. The HCFSC is
interested in what you photograph; please send your photos to huntingtoncf@gmail.com!

Public comments received were overwhelmingly against allowing trapping on the HCF, and
given the relatively small size of the property and anticipated heavy use by Huntington residents,
school children, pets, and the wider recreational community, the HCFSC has determined that
open trapping would be a significant safety risk and is not compatible with other uses of the
property. Therefore, trapping is generally not allowed anywhere in the HCF. The HCFSC may
allow specific and highly controlled trapping under compelling special circumstances if deemed
necessary for public safety or habitat protection. The HCFSC may engage with a trained and
properly licensed trapper should management goals or public safety needs require trapping. If
trapping is employed under this exception, the HCFSC will provide appropriate public
announcements and signage if deemed necessary to alert the public to potential risks on the
property.

The HCFSC may sponsor or consider proposals for reasonably-sized public events on portions of
the HCF on a case by case basis. Events may include classes, races, presentations, workshops,
guided walks, celebrations, music, speeches, etc. Events that take place on the HCF should be
open and available to the general public, although events may be ticketed to maintain attendance
limits. Small public events with fewer than 15 participants and no equipment or infrastructure
needs are allowed without special permission provided they comply with all other aspects of this
Plan. Events will only be allowed on a short-term basis, and must be well-planned to protect the
land, water, wildlife, neighbors, and community at-large.

Fishing, swimming, boating, wading, and other water activity is available and allowed on the
Huntington River, accessible from the Huntington Recreation Field and HCF River Parcel.
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Private property outside the river banks may prohibit public access and use and river users are
reminded to respect the private property of our neighbors.

Management Objectives

● Provide for broad pedestrian-based recreational uses.
● Provide a Low-Impact Recreation Zone where trail infrastructure and concentrated use is

discouraged or prohibited.
● Encourage partnerships between multiple user interests to maintain and enhance the

recreational uses and understanding between seemingly unrelated uses.
● Educate the hunting and non-hunting public about each-other’s presence and use of the

forest.
● Provide a space for community events, especially those related to relevant forest topics

such as natural resources and land management.
● Provide educational opportunities about sound land management, invasive species, and

other stewardship topics.

Management Actions

● Identify appropriate places for sledding and consider management to provide a safe
sledding hill.

● Provide interpretive and educational signage in appropriate locations.
● Clearly identify and install signs along the boundary of the No-Hunting Zone.
● Provide informational materials about hunting seasons and respectful behavior for all

forest users.
● Develop criteria and a permitting process for public events on the HCF.
● Develop partnerships with Vermont Audubon and Birds of Vermont Museum to

encourage birding activities.
● Partner with the Huntington Conservation Commission for educational walks and

information sessions.
● Explore options for relocating portions of the VAST trail that currently utilize Trapp

Road onto HCF property.

Public Access, Infrastructure and Signage

There are numerous ways to access the HCF. The main Forest Parcel is bordered on the east by
200’ of Main Road in Huntington Center, and the south by over 3500’ along Trapp Road. To the
north, is approximately 1000’ of shared boundary with Brewster-Pierce Memorial School
(BPMS), who is a significant partner in the use and stewardship of the HCF. The smaller River
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Parcel is bordered on its north by approximately 150’ of the Town’s recreation field. All these
avenues provide public access directly to the property.

BPMS, with a large parking area and existing trail access to the property, is a natural entry point.
Due to heavy use and safety concerns at schools, public parking and HCF access is limited to
non-school hours at and through the BPMS property. The Town’s recreation field, combined with
the Huntington Town Office, hosts numerous parking areas, and a public trail easement (Peaslee
Path) is being established from Main Road at this location which will formalize access to the
Forest Parcel across the edge of BPMS property under agreement with the School. The River
Parcel is similarly accessed via a short trail through the hedgerow separating the Town’s
recreation field and the HCF.

A proposal for a new parking area in the Lower Meadow off Trapp Road was proposed during
the drafting of this Plan. In order to take advantage of grant funding opportunities, this parking
lot was included and approved in the Interim Management Plan and planning initiated before
adoption of this Plan. The approved parking lot on Trapp Road will provide an alternative access
away from the BPMS property, and includes construction of a new trail to provide easy
pedestrian access to the existing trail network. The Trapp Road parking lot is located along the
VAST trail and will provide winter parking for snowmobilers and other winter users as well.

Prior to the Town’s acquisition of the HCF, a small group of neighborhood trail users from within
the community developed and maintained approximately 3 miles of trails used for a variety of
non-motorized recreation with the previous landowner’s permission. Hiking, fat biking,
snowshoeing, mountain biking, cross-country skiing, dog walking, and bird watching are just a
few of the multiple historic uses. Trails weave through the lower open meadows and enter the
forest at several different locations along the top of the hillside. Trails then wind upwards and
intersect with an old logging/farm road. From that point trail users can follow a loop which
winds through a couple of ledgy areas and around the summit of “Bill’s Knoll”.

The Vermont Association of Snow Travelers (VAST) uses and maintains a section of groomed
snowmobile trail which enters the property at the Brewster-Pierce Memorial School boundary
and crosses the fields and hillside before exiting onto Trapp Road. The trail then reenters the
property at the Lower Meadow on Trapp Road, and parallels Trapp Road until exiting again at
the southwestern property corner.

As of this writing, current trail infrastructure consists mainly of occasional corduroy to navigate
wet areas. A pallet and boards have been laid across a ditch to provide drier entry from the
Valley Meadow. Paths throughout the Hillside are mowed as needed by a bordering landowner to
allow for ease of use and reduce tick interaction. There are a few wood and earthen bike
“features” that have been constructed along the trail system—jumps and the like—that will be
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reviewed by the HCFSC in light of broad trail goals and priorities. VAST has constructed a
bridge at the BPMS property line to accommodate grooming equipment and snowmobiles which
also provides a gateway for users entering from the school parking area.

New trails and infrastructure will be considered under a to-be-developed comprehensive Trail
Management Plan (TMP) that will detail goals and principles for new trail locations,
construction, and use. Any trails not shown on the Trail Map at adoption of this Plan will be
considered non-sanctioned trails and will be discontinued until a formal adoption process is
completed, consistent with the TMP. Existing trail infrastructure not otherwise approved by the
HCFSC will be assessed in the TMP and removed, upgraded, or retained based on an evaluation
of safety and overall trail usage goals and priorities. All new trails and infrastructure require
further approval by the easement holders: Vermont Land Trust and Vermont Housing and
Conservation Board. The TMP will incorporate the Trail Management Objectives listed at the
end of this section as it is the foundation for trail rules, guidelines, processes and oversight.

The HCFSC has oversight and authority over all trail development and infrastructure on the
HCF. The HCFSC may designate or authorize other volunteers, groups or organizations to
conduct maintenance activities as necessary.

Through a $50,000 grant provided by the LLBean Community Fund secured by The Trust for
Public Land at the time of acquisition, specific signage and infrastructure which was approved
under the terms of the Interim Plan, was purchased for installation by the HCFSC. These include
materials for several bridges, boardwalks, trail and other signage, dog waste stations, and
informational kiosks. A fire pit and storage shed will be installed and primarily used by BPMS.
These items are under construction or on order at the time of drafting of this plan and may not be
in place at its adoption.

Kiosks at major entry points will provide public information about the HCF. The HCFSC will
maintain the kiosks and approve materials to be displayed. Materials provided by acquisition
funders will be included in the kiosk displays.

Any publications and outreach materials about the Huntington Community Forest including
kiosks, trail maps, flyers announcing a public meeting, website, etc. must include the following
text related per U.S.D.A. Civil Rights requirements.

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, disability, and
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. (Not all prohibited bases
apply to all programs.)
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Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for
program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign
Language, etc.) should contact the responsible State or local Agency that
administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.
Additionally, program information is also available in languages other than
English.”

If a publication is too small to fit the entirety of the above text, the following must
be included at a minimum:  “This institution is an equal opportunity provider.”

All infrastructure on the HCF is open to use by the general public with a few exceptions. The
storage shed being constructed in conjunction with the fire pit is intended for storage of firewood
for BPMS. Tools and equipment to be used and managed by the HCFSC may be locked to
discourage unauthorized use. Kiosk materials will be managed by the HCFSC and placement of
signage and print materials in or on the kiosks will only be allowed as approved by the HCFSC.
Other signage, markers, postings, structures, installations, etc. not otherwise detailed in this plan
are not allowed without specific and explicit permission from the HCFSC. In some cases,
permission from VLT or the Huntington Selectboard may be additionally required.

Overall Management Objectives

● Provide and maintain accessible entry options and access points to allow community
members to enter the forest.

● Maintain a healthy balance of recreational uses while respecting and considering wildlife
habitat and ecosystems.

● Protect the Huntington River watershed.
● Non-native invasive plants should be managed and eradicated wherever possible.
● Parking will be in designated parking areas. Roadside parking will be discouraged.
● Consider opportunities for accessible/ADA compliant trails.
● Maintain communication with HCF neighbors to ensure trail and Forest users are not

unduly impacting others’ properties.

Trail Management Plan Objectives

● Trails will be multi-use, and uses will be co-located.

● Trails will be designed for multi -generational use whenever possible.
● Trail design will discourage discrete uses in parallel or via alternate routes.
● Higher impact uses (such as horses or bikes) may be limited in more sensitive locations.
● Necessary infrastructure will be designed and constructed to be minimal, but long-lasting

and safe.
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● Trails will be designed and managed to maintain the integrity of the forest ecosystem, to
have minimal impact on natural plant communities and wildlife habitat, and to minimize
disturbance of wildlife.

● Trails will avoid sensitive wildlife habitat and rare species.
● Trail and trail infrastructure will not degrade water quality or aquatic habitat.
● Streams, wetlands and vernal pools and the WQPZs as identified in the HCF easement

will be protected from excessive use and trails within these Zones will be managed to
minimize their impact on vegetation and habitat within the buffer zones. Trails through
the WQPZ will require additional approval from VLT.

● Trail construction will prioritize erosion control.
● Stream crossings will be minimized and designed so as not to impede stream function and

have minimal impact on plant communities within the riparian zone.
● Crossing structures will be sized and constructed to follow, at a minimum, Vermont

Department of Environmental Conservation  (DEC) guidelines for the Design of
Stream/Road Crossings for the Passage of Aquatic Organisms in Vermont.

● Trail construction should avoid steep slopes wherever possible and minimize the need for
benching, berming and other earth disturbances.

● Trail and educational interpretive signage will be kept to a minimum, while providing
critical information to trail and forest users.

● Trails to a specific destination/notable feature and or views can be allowed to the extent
impacts and disturbances to sensitive areas and habitats can be avoided or significantly
minimized. This is best accomplished through “spur trails” rather than routing main trails
through sensitive areas.

● Use of trails for educational use such as birding, tree identification, wildlife tracking, etc.
will be encouraged.

● Trails should not be constructed within the designated Low Impact Recreation Zone (see
map.)

● Develop guidelines for broadcast of music or other non-natural noise by trail users and
organized events that protect the peace and quiet consistent with the natural setting.

● Include resting and observation points within the trail network.
● While sledding and/or backcountry skiing are allowed, any vegetation management for

such trails will be discouraged and require formal review and approval.
● Review carrying capacity of the trail system for bikes and snow tires.
● Review uses of electric bikes and adjust recommendations and restrictions if necessary.
● Review and develop guidance for the use of snow tires.
● Trail naming and signage will be solely under the authority of the HCFSC.
● Encourage hikes in the forest by utilizing natural forest features, viewpoint and minimal

infrastructure.
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● Trails shown on the attached Trail map are considered “Existing Trails”. All others must
follow a formal review and adoption process before they will be allowed.

Management Actions

● Develop a Trail Management Plan utilizing the management objectives listed above
which addresses guidelines, rules, and principles for new trail development; trail
maintenance standards and guidelines; trail signage rules and standards; trail
infrastructure placement, standards, requirements, and maintenance; and process for
proposal, review, vetting, and adoption of new trails.

● Work with VAST to maintain the existing snowmobile corridor and discourage off-trail
use by snowmobile operators.

● Locate dog stations at main entrances and encourage pet owners to pick up after their pets
through appropriate signage and educational campaigns.

● Regularly review trails experiencing high density traffic for resulting loss of or
disturbance to flora and fauna. Close trails if conditions warrant.

● Review and remove infrastructure which is deemed unsafe or a liability.
● Remove and manage invasive plants within trail corridors under supervision by HCFSC.

Resources for invasive species management include Vermont Department of Fish and
Wildlife LIEP (Location, Identification, Evaluation and Prevention guidelines).

● Review trails and adjust as necessary in response to changing stream profiles and wetland
dimensions.

● Obtain and install a limited number of benches and other similar infrastructure to support
community enjoyment of the forest.

● Mark forest property boundaries.
● Map and inventory trails and infrastructure.
● Install kiosks that contain pertinent educational and interpretive materials including

maps, informational guidance, rules and regulations and other necessary and useful
information for visitors. Kiosks should be installed only where necessary and deemed
most effective in areas of high traffic and visibility with extra signage avoided. Kiosk
materials should be concise, easily read, composed of recyclable/low-impact materials
and seasonally reusable. All materials placed on kiosks are to be vetted and approved by
the HCFSC unless a designated public posting section is made available.

Agricultural and Silvicultural Land Use
See Map 6: LandUse: Agriculture and Forestry

The HCF consists of both field and forest land used historically for agriculture and forestry. The
lower fields and those up along Trapp Road have been cropped, pastured, and hayed for many
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years. The old-field hillside was pasture most recently, but shows indications of historical
cropping. Portions of the current forest were previously cleared as pasture land and at least two
different iterations of sugaring operations took place in the more mature forest areas. There is
evidence of logging, apparently not in the last 40-50 years or so, but certainly for clearing much
of the land during the original European settlement of Huntington, and at other times
subsequently.

Using agricultural and forestry activities as municipal funding sources has not been highly
prioritized by public comments and feedback received in the development of this plan. There is
generally low interest in pursuing these land use practices solely for the benefit of financial gain.
A self-supporting property through active land management activities such as farming and
logging were least preferred, below fundraising and property taxes, as methods of funding
Community Forest expenses in the public survey.

Agriculture has played a critical role in keeping portions of the HCF open, providing majestic
views of Camel’s Hump, maintaining a rural feel to Huntington Center, and supporting wildlife
habitat not found elsewhere on the property. The HCFSC is interested in maintaining the existing
diversity of landscapes and habitat types, including grassland, old-field, early successional forest,
and herbaceous and forested wetlands. To the extent agricultural practices can be coordinated to
support recreational pursuits, habitat management, and water quality protection, certain portions
of the HCF will be available for use by local farms under the supervision and control of the
HCFSC. Per a requirement from the federal Community Forest Program, the HCF must remain
at least 75% forested.

Several community members have indicated that they are interested in permaculture type uses on
the HCF—planted orchards, managed wild fruit, wild foraging, and the like. Management of
existing fruit or nut bearing trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants is allowed under specific
permission and oversight of the HCFSC. Any management will follow the objectives laid out
elsewhere in this document. New permaculture installations may be allowed in existing
agricultural areas provided they do not impede or encroach upon other management goals laid
out in this plan and do not require protection from, or exclusion of, the public or the region’s
wildlife inhabitants. New installations of this type must be formally reviewed, vetted, and
approved by the HCFSC using the guidelines in this Plan.

Areas that are available for agricultural and permaculture use are detailed on the attached Land
Use map and designated as “Meadow” and “Shrub/Early Succession”.

Forestry in support of habitat restoration and improvement, and using the most current science to
improve overall forest health and habitat quality will be prioritized, again, where cooperation
with recreational uses, habitat protection, and water quality objectives can be achieved. The
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Chittenden County Forester will be invited to participate in development of a Forest
Management Plan consistent with the goals and objectives of this Stewardship Plan that may call
for active forest management in some portion(s) of the property. The attached Land Use map
indicates areas potentially appropriate for forest management as designated “Shrub/Early
Succession” or “Forest” areas.

Maple sugaring is a historic land use on the property and may be considered under the terms of
this Plan. Any sugaring proposal must be thoroughly reviewed by both the HCFSC, the County
Forester, and VLT for compliance with this Plan, the Easement, and current best practices.
Sugaring has the potential to interfere with other uses of the property and specific care should be
taken to develop a sugaring plan that is compatible and consistent with existing recreational uses
and the protection of natural resources as defined throughout this document.

In any agricultural or forestry related activities approved by the HCFSC, water quality must be
given the highest priority, and practices should go above and beyond standard acceptable
management practices to achieve model water quality protections through avoidance, buffering,
erosion control measures, and active restoration. Agricultural uses such as grazing, cropping,
pasturing, etc within the WQPZ are not allowed per easement restrictions.

Management Objectives

● Explore land use practices that maintain a diverse gradient of landscape and habitat types
including fields/grasslands, shrublands, early successional forest, and mature forest.

● Maintain high standards for water quality protections with forest and agricultural
practices.

● Develop agricultural and silvicultural management practices that support and
complement recreational uses and habitat restoration, improvement, and protection.

Management Actions

● Work with local farmers to implement careful and conscientious agricultural practices,
where appropriate, to serve multiple land management goals.

● Mow fields, where appropriate, to maintain herbaceous conditions when not in active
agricultural use.

● Avoid intensive agricultural use that might impact water quality or wetland habitat near
streams and wet fields.

● Work with the County Forester to develop a Forest Management Plan that represents the
goals and objectives of this Stewardship Plan and seek approval from VLT and
Huntington Selectboard.

38



The Huntington Community Forest Stewardship Plan

● Manage and, where possible, eradicate non-native invasive species throughout the
property.

Educational Use
See Map 7: Education

The HCF offers diverse and abundant opportunities for community education. The HCF is the
ideal outdoor classroom allowing educators to immerse children in the natural world and guide
them in place-based learning. Learners spending time in the HCF will develop a deeper
understanding of the natural world while instilling a sense of environmental stewardship.
Hands-on opportunities build a stronger understanding of scientific concepts and allows learners
to interact with living and decaying materials found in the forest.

BPMS currently has a dedicated and comprehensive educational program that makes use of a
portion of the property as an outdoor classroom. BPMS has developed a broad outdoor education
curriculum that is greatly benefited by access to diverse landscapes and habitats immediately
adjacent to the school property.

BPMS utilizes certain areas of the HCF more intensively. These areas are designated on the
attached map. BPMS students and faculty are likely to encounter other forest users on the
property. The HCF is public land and no areas are off-limits to other recreational users due to
ongoing or temporary use by school activities. In general, BPMS is encouraged to follow a
“leave-no-trace” forest use ethic, where forest disturbance is minimized and all trash or
educational materials are removed. Structures, non-natural materials, equipment, and other
man-made items left in place more than one day require HCFSC approval. Construction of
temporary structures utilizing downed native materials is allowed, provided returning the
material to the surrounding forest is included in the activity.

Area schools, educational institutions and non-profit organizations are encouraged to make use
of the HCF for short and long term educational pursuits and interests. Possible research and
educational topics include phenology; earth and natural science; plant and animal identification;
multi-year scientific research; biodiversity; natural communities; wildlife monitoring and
inventory; climate/carbon/water/soil studies; orienteering and mapping; monitoring stewardship
practices; low-impact physical education; bicycle skills and safety; trail construction and
maintenance; guided field trips; ecosystem restoration; ecological forestry practices;
reforestation; place-based and cultural history; story/poetry/nature writing; and artwork and
illustration using a variety of media.
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All institutions, non-profit organizations, individuals and others performing large or long-term
research projects are required to request permission from HCFSC.

No fees will be charged for the use of the HCF as a research site or for the resulting projects,
findings, maps, photographs or other data developed throughout and as a result of the research.
Results of all research projects shall be shared with the Huntington Community through reports,
guided walks and talks, the website and/or in the form of materials that can be stored and
checked out at the Huntington Public Library. The latter two practices allow community
members who cannot physically visit the property to engage with and enjoy a selection of HCF
activity.

Those performing studies of any kind will avoid causing negative impacts on the condition of the
natural landscape and ecological communities of the HCF or leaving any permanent markers
such as flags, tags, plot markers, etc. All research and educational activities must comply with
other terms of this Plan unless explicit permission is granted by the HCFSC, VLT, and any other
appropriate parties.

Projects that foster volunteerism and community connections are encouraged, with HCFSC
oversight when appropriate.

Management Objectives

● Educational activities should model, support and enhance the natural processes and
functions of the various ecosystems and natural communities comprising the property.

● The HCFSC should serve as a community resource for a variety of educational
experiences.

● Use the forest as a robust educational resource while minimizing impact and disruption of
natural resources.

● Utilize and support a defined area as Brewster-Pierce Memorial School Outdoor
educational classroom.

Management Actions

● HCFSC, with the assistance of HCC, will periodically sponsor guided outings for
community enrichment and education for a range of interests such as nature and
environmental appreciation; modeling healthy land use practices; ecology, biology and
other natural sciences; understanding climate/carbon/water/soil cycles; forest, meadow
and wetland stewardship practices; birding and other wildlife observation; botanizing;
understanding management objectives; health and exercise; guided meditation; and much
more.
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● Trail use in small groups is strongly suggested to maintain the integrity of the trail system
and ecology of the forest environment. Exceptions will be considered by the HCFSC and
are only allowed with explicit permission. All users will abide by "leave no trace"
principles.

Prohibitions, Restrictions and Limitations
See Map 8: Hunting

The HCF is legally bound by a Conservation Easement jointly held by VLT and VHCB. Any
prohibitions or restrictions detailed and designated in the Easement take precedence if there is
the appearance of discrepancies or disagreement in this Plan or any other HCF documentation.

The following uses are specifically prohibited by the terms of the Easement:

● Residential, commercial, and industrial development or use.
● Billboards, outdoor advertising, or other signs not specifically allowed in the Easement.
● Surface mining of subsurface oil, gas, or other minerals.
● Sale, subdivision, transfer of ownership, etc. without specific authorization of the

easement holder(s).

Fire

Fires are only allowed within authorized and pre-approved structures meeting stewardship,
safety, insurance, and fire protection criteria. All authorized fire structures, and fires within them,
are subject to limitations imposed by municipal fire safety authorities and the HCFSC.

Infrastructure

Constructed infrastructure including benches, tables, signs, kiosks, etc. are allowed only in
authorized and pre-approved locations as identified and sponsored by the HCFSC.

Dogs

Dogs are allowed on the HCF subject to the Huntington Animal Control Ordinance. All pet
owners are required to remove pet waste in a responsible and healthy manner. Littering or
leaving pet-waste collection bags on the property is prohibited. Dogs accessing the HCF through
Brewster-Pierce Memorial School property must leash their dogs when crossing school grounds.
Dog owners must carry a leash when on the HCF with their pets and be prepared to leash them if
there are conflicts with other users or if wildlife is threatened. HCFSC may prohibit individual
dogs due to behavioral issues on the part of the pet or pet owner. Pet owners are asked to
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recognize that the ability to bring your pet to the HCF is a privilege and will only be possible
through responsible behavior by pet owners. Users are asked to know your pet, and make
informed and realistic decisions about the appropriateness of bringing your pet to the HCF. The
HCFSC will provide signage reminding pet owners of their responsibilities and the HCFSC’s
expectations.

Horses

Horseback riding is only allowed under specific proposals that are pre-approved by the HCFSC.
All horseback riding activities are subject to approval and any limitations imposed by HCFSC.

Motor Vehicles

Operation of motor vehicles are prohibited with the following exceptions:

● Snowmobile use of the VAST trail
● Agricultural and silvicultural operations
● Trail grooming or maintenance
● Emergency access
● Medically authorized, electric-motorized personal assistive mobility devices.

Conventional off-road vehicles, such as ATVs, UTVs, and motor vehicles, used as
personal assistive mobility devices are only allowed under special agreement with the
HCFSC. Allowances for these devices on a case by case basis may include significant
limitations on location, timing, and operation.

Hunting

Hunting is not permitted in the designated No-Hunting Zone as indicated on the attached map.
Hunting of any kind, in any season, is prohibited in the No-Hunting Zone. All other hunting is
subject to any and all applicable Vermont laws and regulations.

Trapping

Trapping is not allowed except under special permit from the HCFSC anywhere on the HCF
property. Permits to trap will only be granted in support of broad community benefit, protection
of property or resources, or documented and significant risk to HCF users or the Huntington
community.

Foraging

Non-commercial limited foraging for personal use is allowed. Commercial foraging is
prohibited.

42



The Huntington Community Forest Stewardship Plan

Enforcement of HCF Use Restrictions

Compliance with the restrictions and prohibitions contained in the Stewardship Plan rely first
and foremost on the honor system. Our community takes great pride in the HCF and the Plan
envisions that users will respect and comply with the restrictions contained in the Plan.

On rare occasions, however, a person may intentionally, and even repeatedly, violate these
restrictions. Under certain egregious circumstances, the Huntington Selectboard, in consultation
with the HCFSC, may wish to take affirmative legal action. One alternative remedy for the Town
under Vermont law is to serve an unlawful trespass notice on the offender, which provides legal
notice to the offender that they may no longer set foot in the HCF. See 13 V.S.A. § 3705. If such
person were to subsequently enter the HCF, they could be subject to prosecution and a $500 fine
and/or imprisoned for no more than three months (a misdemeanor criminal offense).

Partners and Contact Information

Huntington Community Forest Stewardship Committee: https://forest.huntingtonvt.org

Barbara Eliott: Huntington Town Administrator, (802)434-4779, townhunt@gmavt.net

Adam Piper: Vermont Land Trust Champlain Valley Stewardship Project Director,
(802)861-6405, adam@vlt.org

Aaron Worthley: Huntington Community Forest Stewardship Committee Chair, (802)434-7012,
aaron@arrowwoodvt.com

Ethan Tapper: Chittenden County Forester Dept. of Forest Parks & Recreation, 111 West Street
Essex, VT 05452, (802)-585-9099, Ethan.Tapper@Vermont.gov

Appendices: To be approved separately
The following documents will be prepared separately and appended to this Plan when approved.

● Trail Management Plan
● Forest Management Plan: by Chittenden County Forester Ethan Tapper
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https://forest.huntingtonvt.org


The Huntington Community Forest Stewardship Plan

Maps
Map 1: Property and Abutting Landowners
Map 2: History
Map 3: Trails and Recreation
Map 4: Topography
Map 5: Natural Resources
Map 6: Land Use: Agriculture and Forestry
Map 7: Education
Map 8: Hunting
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