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as the westward expan-

sion and development 

of the North American 

Continent strictly an event 

of coincidence or Divine Providence? 

Secular minded historians would attri-

bute this vast westward expansion as 

a result only of eastern establishment 

political bickering, population growth and 

human greed. Not that these conditions 

did not have their affects, but a Biblically 

conscious believer must recognize the 

divine element of fulfillment of the cov-

enant promises of God. It became known 

as the American “Manifest Destiny.” It 

was nothing short of the decree of the 

prophet Isaiah to the dispersed children 

of Israel to “enlarge the place of their 

tent.” In essence it was the increasing of 

the land of their habitation. 

The promise blessing that God gave to the 

Patriarch Jacob in Genesis 28:14 was that 

“Thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, 

and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, 

and to the east, and to the north, and to 

the south:” As civilization has moved from 

the east to west, California is as far west as 

one could go without returning to the east. 

This clearly puts a divine element into the 

decades of American westward expansion. 

It was God’s predetermined plan in spite of 

the hardships endured by the pioneers, the 

inequities committed by evil opportunists 

and the injustices perpetrated by and 

upon both the white settlers and the local 

native peoples.

The Lord further promised Jacob that in his 

seed’s expansion they would be a blessing 

to all the families of the earth. 

—Genesis 28:14

ENLARGE
THE PLACE 
OF THY TENT

W

“Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear; 
break forth into singing, and cry aloud, 
thou that didst not travail with child: 
for more are the children of the desolate 
than the children of the married wife, 
saith the LORD. Enlarge the place of 
thy tent, and let them stretch forth the 
curtains of thine habitations: spare not, 
lengthen thy cords, and strengthen thy 
stakes; For thou shalt break forth on the 
right hand and on the left; and thy seed 
shall inherit the Gentiles, and make the 
desolate cities to be inhabited.”

—Isaiah 54:1-3

A difficult historical subject to research is the religious influence in the development of the American West. Between the secular histori-

ans and the mythmakers of Hollywood’s entertainment industry, the truth has been hidden or distorted. Beginning over a hundred years 

ago, men such as William Cody (Buffalo Bill) glamorized the story by his Wild West Show which he conducted in eastern states and some 

European cities. He depicted heroes and villains, cowboys and Indians to the amazement of easterners. Hollywood film makers capitalized 

on these same images and created a cultural and emotional mystique in the minds of millions while getting rich at the same time. 

That is not the full and accurate story of the West. The dynamic force of the cultural and religious mission of the white Occidental pioneers, 

combined with the energies of Protestant capitalism, overwhelmed both the Indian and Spanish Roman Catholic cultures of the American West. 

An outstanding example of a Christian pioneer/trapper was Jedidiah Smith from New York State. In 1823 at the age of 23 he joined a fur 

trader crew, but soon wandered the West alone until he reached California. He was a bold, outspoken, professing, and consistent Methodist 

Christian among the early Rocky Mountain trappers and hunters. His Bible and rifle were his constant companions. 

The pioneers cleared out centuries-old forests, cultivated grasslands, carved roads through rugged mountains and built cities in a relatively 

short period of time and created a modern new world unequaled in the development of Western Civilization.

Missouri Senator Thomas Hart Benton (1782-1858), a primary advocate of Manifest Destiny, declared: “In a few years’ time, the Rocky Mountains will be passed, 
and the ‘children of Adam’ will have completed the circumambulation of the globe by marching to the west until they arrive at the Pacific Ocean.”

The conquering of the West was not by coincidence, but by God’s design that Jacob’s seed would “spread abroad to the west” (Gen. 28:14) 

as part of Joseph’s Birthright (Deut. 33:17).
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THE ADVANCE
OF METHODISM

F
DEDICATED EARLY AMERICAN PREACHERS AND THEIR HARDSHIP

F

THE CHRISTIAN 
GOSPEL MOVES WEST

rom the very birth of America, 

the land and its people have 

been favored with “times of 

spiritual refreshing from 

the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19). 

Beginning with the Pilgrims and their 

Mayflower Compact, then continuing 

for the next three centuries, the Lord 

sent spiritual awakenings throughout 

this vast land. From the founding of 

religious colleges in New England in 

the 17th century and the revival fires 

that revived formal churches which 

resulted in the conversion of tens of 

thousands, God was faithful in keeping 

His promise to pour His Spirit upon the 

seed of Jacob. “Yet now hear, O Jacob 

my servant; and Israel, whom I have 

chosen: Thus saith the LORD that made 

thee, and formed thee from the womb, 

which will help thee; Fear not, O Jacob, 

my servant; and thou, Jesurun, whom I 

have chosen. For I will pour water upon 

him that is thirsty, and floods upon the 

dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon 

thy seed, and my blessing upon thine 

offspring:” Isa. 44:1-3

THE FIRST GREAT AWAKENING
In the 18th century the Lord so gracious-

ly favored New England and the eastern 

seaboard with the First Great Awakening.  

The immediate years following the 

Revolutionary War, spiritual lethargy had 

settled once again into society. Then the 

Second Great Awakening of 1800 and 

following brought a return of spiritual 

renewal throughout the then Western 

Frontier of Illinois, Kentucky and beyond. 

The embers of this revival helped fuel 

the spiritual awakening in New York, 

Ohio and Pennsylvania in the 1820’s. 

These historical revivals in 
the East helped establish a 
spiritual consciousness in 
the heart of the American 
Nation. By the time of 
the Great Emigration 
beginning in 1843, 
hundreds of pioneers who 
migrated west brought 
their Christian faith with 
them on the trail to the 
“Promised Land.”

rom the time of John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism, who first preached his sermons and 
made his influence felt in Georgia in 1738, the 
religious impact of his message helped mold a 

fledgling nation, yet to be founded on the North American 
continent. During the early days of Methodism in America 
the means of evangelism was by circuit riding preachers on 
horseback taking the Gospel message to the remote areas of 
the frontier. There were many dedicated preach-
ers who gave their lives to this work, 
yet unknown to posterity.

FRANCIS ASBURY
In 1771, Francis Asbury (1745-

1816) was sent to America as 

the first Methodist mission-

ary. Born near Birmingham, 

England, he became Wesley’s 

general assistant in America 

and the most well-known 

circuit riding preacher. His 

whole life was devoted 

to the preaching of the 

Gospel and the care of the 

churches under his charge. 

He never married. He traveled on 

horseback nearly 300,000 miles over roadless swamps, 

pathless forests and untamed wilderness. His annual salary was 

sixty-four dollars. At his death there were over 200,000 adherents 

to Methodism in America.

PETER CARTWRIGHT
Another very influential pioneer Methodist preacher was Peter 

Cartwright (1785-1872), born in Amherst County, Virginia. He was 

raised amid the rude frontier of Logan County, Kentucky. He experi-

enced a Christian conversion in 1801 and soon after began preaching. 

He spent seventy years in ministry in Kentucky, Tennessee and Illinois.

A DIFFICULT LIFE
The life of early American pioneer preachers was very difficult 

to endure; possessing meager belongings which included his 

clothes, a Bible and a hymn book and often his only companion 

was his horse. They read their Bible, sung songs and even 

prepared their sermons while riding horseback. In spite of 

their eventual success in bringing the Gospel of personal 

salvation to the thousands of people east of the Mississippi 

River in this new nation, they were not always cordially 

received by the unchurched. 

The local rowdies in the 

community would often 

confront the pioneer 

preachers with bodily 

harm. Lorenzo Dow 

was threatened 

with a pistol while 

Cartwright was often 

promised a thrashing 

with clubs and whips 

and even a knife. 

Refusing to submit 

to threats, Cartwright 

would resort to 

putting his fist to the 

jaw of a bully in bringing 

order to a church service.

GRUELING HARDSHIPS
Other than a hot meal in the home of a friendly pioneer fam-

ily, the itinerant preacher had to subsist on beef and venison 

jerky which he carried in his saddle bags or wild berries and 

fruit picked along the trail. Continual outdoor living with the 

extremes of summer heat and winter cold contributed to the 

early death of many. Both mental and physical strain resulted 

in about half of the circuit riding preachers dying before the 

age of thirty-three.
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THE GREAT
EMIGRATION

HOPEFUL SETTLERS SEEKING THE

PROMISED LAND

n hindsight from the perspective of unlimited modern 

conveniences and comfort of the twenty-first century, we 

are made to ask the question – “What was the driving force 

that motivated the pioneers of the early 1800’s to leave 

family, friends and security of the East to face the extreme hard-

ships of primitive travel in order to conquer the West and begin 

a new life?

In April of 1843 was the beginning of a tide of hopeful settlers 

from east of the Mississippi River who loaded their belongings 

in canvas-covered wagons and headed west on what became 

known as “The Emigrant Road.”  Thousands of settlers, mostly 

farm families of men, women and children started their west-

ward trek from Independence, Missouri seeking a “promised land 

of milk and honey” on the west coast of the American Continent. 

They were a hardy racial stock of people who were already used 

to a pioneer type of life of survival in harsh conditions. They 

were adept with wagons, rifles, axes, livestock and living off the 

fruit of their own labors.

THE HARDSHIPS
The means of travel which was also their home was the “prairie 

schooner.” The Conestoga wagons, when loaded with food and 

supplies weighed well over two tons and often proved a detri-

ment in crossing the mountains and where there were no roads. 

So many families chose to use Murphy farm wagons. Each fam-

ily was required to carry their own supply of food, such as flour, 

beans and died meat, furniture, clothes and farm equipment. 

Throughout the journey, most travelers cooked, ate and slept 

outside. Provision also had to be made for the animals that 

pulled the wagons, whether it be mules, oxen or horses.

I

In one train, there could be over a 

thousand people, with more than 200 

wagons, hundreds of oxen and loose 

cattle. During severe thunderstorms 

rain leaked through the wagon cov-

ers and scattered the cattle which 

were lost. Many of the people, includ-

ing the women and children walked 

along behind the wagon throughout the 

journey. The life-threatening dangers 

were many, such as; shortage of stored 

food, drowning while crossing rushing 

streams, snakebites, scarcity of freshwa-

ter, mental weariness, physical fatigue, 

injuries from animals and tools, wagon 

breakdowns, occasional Indian attacks, 

dust storms and sickness. The major 

cause of death was due to what they 

called, “cholera.’ Many babies were born 

and some mothers died in child birth 

during this 2,000 mile journey which 

took six months before reaching their 

destination. 

The trail was strewn with abandoned 

property, skeletons of farm animals and 

fresh graves of pioneers who died. With 

no coffins available, the bodies of the 

deceased were wrapped in cloths or 

buried under mounds of earth and rocks. 

The mental stress of the journey was 

enough to make grown men and women 

break down and cry. Some people turned 

back, but the majority pressed on, in 

spite of the hardships, to fulfill that 

unseen desire to reach a land that they 

only knew in their imagination. 

THUS PART OF THE BIRTHRIGHT
The schedule of pioneer trains was trav-

eling during the day, then stopping at 

sunset to make camp. Fires were lighted 

and the oxen were driven into the circle 

of wagons. Around the campfires dur-

ing supper they would review the day’s 

progress and plan for the next day. The 

night sentinels sounded the wakeup 

call at four o’clock for another day’s 

travel. They averaged about ten miles 

a day. Between 1841 and 1866 over 

350,000 people traveled America’s most 

famous Oregon Trail in fulfilment of 

the “Birthright” of the sons of Joseph in 

“pushing the people together to the ends 

of the earth.” (Deut. 33:17)

THE QUESTION OF SUNDAY TRAVEL
No all, but many pioneers maintained 

their religious training and practice 

when traveling west. Some wagon 

trains refused to travel on the Sabbath. 

One guide book advised “never travel 

on the Sabbath.” Some wagon drivers 

declared to “drive on Sunday, we will 

not.” This religious issue did become a 

point of contention with others whose 

passion ruled their behavior when they 

forsook their moral training in a land 

where law did not restrain them. 

To travel or not to travel on Sunday 

resulted in groups being broken up 

in order to follow their own convic-

tions. Summarily, the westward trek 

of the pioneers was a reflection of 

the character of the emigrants and 

the quality of society from which 

they came. 

The very idea that traveling on 

Sunday was a major contention 

of disagreement among the 19th 

century pioneers, shows that a 

widespread Christian consensus 

had been inculcated throughout 

society at large. This is a far cry 

from a total disregard for a weekly 

‘sacred day’ which is prevalent in 

today’s society.

PIONEERS AND THEIR FAITH
History records that many westward 

travelers brought their Bibles and 

would read them around the eve-

ning campfires and during morning 

devotions. To the sound of a fiddle, 

the people would sing their favor-

ite Christian hymns such as “Old 

Hundredth.”

Praise God, from whom all 
blessings flow;

Praise Him all creatures here 
below;

Praise Him above, ye heavenly 
host;

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
—Amen

Throughout their journey the words 

of the grand old hymn could be 

heard; 

Must Jesus bear the cross alone, 
and all the world go free?
No, there’s a cross for everyone, 
and there’s a cross for me.
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he western mythmakers have 

filled the minds of American 

people with stories of cow-

boys, gunfighters, cattle-drives, 

stagecoach robberies, outlaws, saloon girls, 

prospectors, sheriffs, western heroes and 

villains.  Very little or no attention has 

been given to decent and law-abiding citi-

zens who built Christian churches wherein 

they gathered to worship in singing hymns 

and listening to ministers expound the 

Word of God. It was not only brave law-

men such as marshals, Texas Rangers and 

the six-shooter that won the West, but the 

influence of many men of God of various 

denominations that had a tremendous 

impact in taming the Wild West. 

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS
Many now forgotten ministers formed 

churches and Sunday Schools. They also 

established institutional foundations such 

as orphanages, schools and hospitals. Even 

from small beginnings those institutions 

and local churches served as a spiritual 

bulwark against crime and evil and brought 

about social stability. The presence of 

ministers and churches was looked upon 

as a factor of community maturity. Before 

the government operated public school 

system was instituted, the educational 

network of the West was established and 

operated by Roman Catholic and Protestant 

sponsored parochial schools for sixty years 

starting in 1840. Congregational, Baptist, 

Methodist, Episcopal and Presbyterian 

women from the east traveled to remote 

western towns to serve in church operated 

educational institutions.

HOSPITALS
Several of the TB hospitals in several 

western states were started and 

operated by ministers and churches 

due to the extreme number of people 

of both the East and West who were 

suffering from tuberculosis. The climate 

of the west was more conducive for 

successful treatment. During the latter 

half of the 19th century, if a new 

general hospital, health clinic or even a 

college was needed, it was the church 

people of the community who took the 

lead to build it and meet the expenses.

RELIGIOUS ETHNIC COMMUNITIES
The immigration of easterners and 

foreign-born boomed in the West and 

Mid-west in the latter half of the 19th 

century. The central plains attracted 

Europeans from agrarian backgrounds. 

Whole towns of German Methodists 

and German Lutherans, Dutch Reform 

and Eastern Orthodox adherents were 

formed. Different ethnic synods of 

Icelandic, Danish, Norwegian, Finnish, 

Czech and Slovakian were formed in 

order to maintain their cultural and 

ethnic identity.

T

THE CHURCH 
DEVELOPS SOCIETY

pon hearing of the 
discovery of gold in 
California, thousands of 
men set their sights on 

striking it rich and then return 
to their former life in the East. 
Between 1848 and 1856, the Gold 
Rush became one of the most mor-
ally low-tide events in American 
history. Most of the forty-niners 
reveled in their new found freedom 
in a new land apart from their ear-
lier moral restraints imposed on 
them by society, church, civil law 
and families back home.

Very few of the men attended church, 

even if one was available, neither did 

they regard the Sabbath as a sacred day. 

Their purpose was to get rich quick and 

indulge in worldly and lustful pleasure 

with very little concern for spiritual mat-

ters. The majority of miners were under 

the age of thirty, without wives and 

parents to encourage them toward moral 

behavior. They were surrounded by strong 

immoral temptations of gambling houses, 

saloons and a host of brothels. Their 

unrestrained lust was the downfall, both 

spiritually and even physically of hun-

dreds of forty-niners. Some small mining 

towns had more saloons than all other 

businesses combined. Excessive drink-

ing and gambling contributed to moral 

debauchery and civil disobedience. 

Fortunately, by the 1860’s society began to 

stabilize as families from the East moved 

to California. Churches and schools were 

built and ministers began to have a 

moral and spiritual stabilizing affect 

in society. Mining companies began to 

employ the miners with steady incomes 

which brought about a more stable life-

style and a prosperous economy. Decency 

and morality finally came to the West.

U

THE
FORTY-NINERS

“Woe to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of Ephraim, 
whose glorious beauty is a fading flower, which are on the 
head of the fat valleys of them that are overcome with wine!”

—Isaiah 28:1
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here were several evangelists and medical mis-

sionaries who went early on to the American 

West Coast which are never mentioned in secular 

history books or glamorized in modern movies. 

There were both men and women, Catholic and Protestant 

who labored among the early pioneers. Most of them labored 

and died in obscurity with no record of their noble deeds for 

posterity to honor. A few that we know of are listed below for 

our remembrance. 

William Taylor was a Methodist evangelist in early California. 

He seldom preached indoors, but preferred to preach his 

Gospel message outdoors before the entrance of saloons and 

other houses of ill repute. He was bold in his approach in his 

seven year career of street evangelism.

Sheldon Jackson of New York was a Presbyterian who began 

his missionary ministry in 1869. In his career while serving 

in Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, 

T

EARLY

Utah and Alaska, he logged about one million miles in fifty years. 

He started churches, colleges and two newspapers.

Marcus and Narcissa Whitman with Henry and Eliza Spalding 

founded a mission station in Walla Walla, Washington in 

1836. Their mission was to Christianize the Cayuse Indians. 

Marcus’ skill as a medical doctor proved helpful to pioneers 

on the Oregon Trail and also offered medical treatment to 

the Cayuse tribe. During a measles epidemic in 1847, which 

killed both whites and Indians, five Cayuse attacked and 

murdered the Whitmans plus other white people. Narcissa 

and Eliza were the first white women to cross the Rocky 

Mountains on the overland trail.

William Wesley Van Orsdel was a Methodist evangelist 

from Pennsylvania who spent forty-seven years of ministry 

in Montana. He arrived in 1872 and began ministering to 

Indians, miners, farmers, drunkards, brothel madams, saloon 

girls, owners and patrons. He built 100 churches, six hospi-

tals, orphanages and the Montana Wesleyan College.

These names are just a few of the many who answered 

the ‘Macedonian call’ to leave the comforts of their east-

ern surroundings to take the Gospel to the people of the 

West. In the natural progression of civilization the light 

of the Christian Gospel has always shined from east to 

west beginning when the Apostle Paul and his com-

panions brought the Gospel first to the Mediterranean 

World and then to Britain. The Gospel was brought to 

the eastern shores of the New World by our Western 

European and British ancestors to become an integral 

part of American culture.

“Behold, I will send for many fishers, saith the LORD, and 
they shall fish them; and after will I send for many hunt-
ers, and they shall hunt them from every mountain, and 
from every hill, and out of the holes of the rocks.”

—Jer. 16:16

WESTERN
MISSIONARIES

BROTHER VAN
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hen Nutter and Nancy 

Murphy and their family 

came to Shawnee, Kansas, 

in October 1859, the first 

thing they did after finding temporary lodging 

for the night was to hold family devotions. 

Daughter Lydia later remembered, “That night 

the family Bible rested in the center of the 

room. We gathered around the table, seated 

on boxes and improvised chairs while the 

usual evening family prayers were held after 

the reading of a chapter of Scripture. During 

the 50 years of his Kansas citizenship, this 

morning and evening Scripture reading and 

prayer was not once omitted in my father’s 

house.”

For many pioneer families, Christian faith 

was an integral part of life. It formed the 

backbone of their values and sustained them 

through numerous hardships.

Frontier farms were family farms, and the fam-

ily was an economic as well as a social unit. 

Though most pioneers believed the woman’s 

sphere was within the home, the shortage of 

manpower meant many women (and children) 

helped with the farm. They helped dig cellars, 

build cabins, plow, plant, and harvest, as well 

as tend to their “domestic” activities, such as 

cleaning, cooking, sewing, and caring for the 

children. To understand the lives of frontier 

Christian women, then, we must take a look 

at the toil that filled their days.

Clara Hildebrand, looking back on her own 

pioneer experience, described the woman’s 

role:

“The pioneer Kansas woman shared her 

husband’s work and interest in the garden, 

the orchard, the crops and animals of the 

farm; she worked in the garden and gath-

ered its products. She knew just how each 

vineyard or tree in the young orchard was 

coming in. She shared in the hope for a 

beautiful crop as the field things sprouted 

and grew green and tall. Did a horse, dog 

W

Pioneer wives held their household 
together with a blend of grit and grace.

by Diana Lynn Severance

For many pioneer families,

Christian faith was an integral part of life

or other farm animal get badly gored, cut or wounded, hers 

was the task to cleanse the wound and take the stitches that 

drew the torn edges together.”

Besides outdoor responsibilities, a pioneer wife spent a lot 

of time in the kitchen. Sarah Hammond White explained the 

basics of fireplace cooking:

“We used kettles suspended from a wire across the fireplace 

and boiled most of our food; baking was done in an iron 

kettle about four inches deep and two and a half from the 

ground, supported by three iron legs. This baker, as it was 

called, was covered with an iron lid upon which coals of fire 

were placed, and the baker was placed on coals of fire too, and 

I want to say no malleable stores ever baked better biscuits.”

One central Texas mother with an especially large family 

recalled that “breadmaking was much trouble and took so long. 

We had only three [dutch ovens], each one just large enough 

for one loaf at a time, and there had to be 20 loaves every day 

because there were so many of us.”

Men and boys helped gather fuel for the fire and keep the wood 

box filled. On the treeless plains they collected dried buffalo 

chips in sacks and kept them for use as fuel for cooking as well 

as for warm fires in winter.

Cornbread and corn mush were standard fare in the beginning, 

but food usually became abundant as the family farm thrived. 

Gardens and orchards produced vegetables and fruits that 

women canned or dried for use in the winter. Several times a 

week, women baked bread. If the family had a good cow, butter 

was made every other day, both for family use and to be sold in 

town for extra money.

With flour and sugar often being scarce, the enterprising pioneer 

woman learned to make do. One woman wrote, “I came here 

willingly believing it to be for the best and am determined to try 

with the assistance of Providence to make the best of it.”

Special occasions called for heightened creativity. Bessie Wilson 

remembered when a neighbor was returning to Kansas with a 

new bride in 1875:

CHRISTIAN 
WOMAN

YESTERDAY’S
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“Mother was asked to bake a cake for the affair. In conse-

quence, we ate bread without butter for several days in 

order that father might have enough to take to the store and 

exchange for the amount of sugar necessary to make a cake. 

This he did, covering 16 miles on horseback. Mother’s was the 

only cake at this important gathering, and despite the fact 

that she had no recipe to go by, that she used sour milk and 

soda in the making, it was pronounced by those who partook 

as being all a bride’s cake should be!”

Frontier women were also responsible for the family’s clothing. 

Many families raised sheep for wool, which the women washed 

and the children carded for spinning. The wool was dyed with 

natural dyes - walnut bark for brown, osage bark for yellow, cochi-

neal bugs for red. After spinning the yarn, women knitted socks, 

scarves, and sweaters. Clothing was simple and sewn at home. 

Fabrics such as calico and muslin had to be bought at stores, and 

some fabrics were recycled: flour sacks, for example, were often 

made into underwear.

For good stewardship, as well as necessity, clothes were repeat-

edly patched or re-sewn and given as hand-me-downs. Scraps 

of fabric were used in quilts with designs whose names often 

reflected the frontier life - turkey tracks, bear claw, butter churn, 

log cabin, wild goose chase. Sometimes the quilt’s name referred 

to political issues - 54 40’ or Fight, Bleeding Kansas, Texas Star. 

Still other designs proclaimed Christian themes—the Delectable 

Mountains (from John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress), Jacob’s Ladder, 

Cross and Crown.

On the frontier, where schools were often unavailable, both 

parents, but especially the women, homeschooled their chil-

dren in the basics of reading, writing, and arithmetic. Training 

in the Christian faith was also important. Rebecca Ebey, a 

pioneer from Virginia, wrote, “We. . .spend our time in training 

the young minds of our children in the principles of Christ 

and creating within them a thirst for moral knowledge.” The 

Bible and Pilgrim’s Progress became the primary textbooks 

for many. Teachers on the frontier were very often sent out 

by eastern missionary agencies, and when schools were 

established, they also inculcated a Christian moral education.

But most of the Christian education and character development 

took place in the faithful day-to-day fulfillment of farm responsibili-

ties. One of a child’s earliest chores was feeding the chickens. Later 

the child might be given a calf to care for. Parents expected their 

children to develop habits of industry and hard work, not just for the 

building of Christian character, but for the family’s very survival.

“Who can find a virtuous woman? 
for her price is far above rubies.”  

—Proverbs 31:10

YESTERDAY’S CHRISTIAN WOMAN CONTINUED
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A Biblical Treatise on the Nation to whom Jesus entrusted the Kingdom of God.
by Robert B. Record

Could America be the nation to whom Jesus referred to in Matthew 21:43, which was 
destined to bring forth the fruits of the Gospel? It was by divine destiny that the people 
and their offspring who established this great nation, so late in history, would be the 
instruments God would use to propagate the Gospel around the world. The author shows 
from Biblical evidence that modern America possesses the Birthright of Joseph.

  

For the Bible student, this beautiful and colorful map clarifies the migrations of ancient 
Israel to their appointed place (II Samuel 7:10) in Northwestern Europe and the New 
World. This map also gives many of the names by which the tribes of Israel were known 
throughout their 700 years of migrations. On the reverse side of the map is an explanation 
of God’s fulfilled promises to Israel in their re-formation in the West.
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THE PIONEER WOMAN
PONCA CITY, OKLAHOMA

This monument stands in memory and honor of the thousands of 

women who with determined character and strong Christian faith 

helped conquer the American West. 

MANIFEST DESTINY
Amidst the growing pains of this new American nation, there was within the heart and soul of our national consciousness, a desire to conquer 

the vast regions of the West. The drive to occupy and develop the West became a powerful political and social movement known as expansionism.  

In time, it was called Manifest Destiny.

At the very heart of this desire to conquer, was the notion that the North American Continent, from sea to shining sea, belonged to the descendants 

of those hearty Western Europeans who had crossed the vast Atlantic Ocean and established this new nation.

The concept of Manifest Destiny was in keeping with the predetermined purposes of God and that History itself had appointed this new land to 

belong to the Occidental race who had established the nation. It was believed by many that America was the New Israel.

The prophet declared; “The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.”  Isaiah 35:1
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