
 DAUPHIN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the Meeting       September 13, 2021 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Dauphin County Planning Commission was held on 
Monday, September 13, 2021.  The meeting was held in person at the TCRPC Offices at 112 
Market Street, Harrisburg and with additional member participation via Zoom 
telecommuting software.  Vice Chair Mary Gaiski called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Those members present were Mr. Josh First, Ms. Mary Gaiski, Mr. Jon Kerschner, Mr. 
Gary Lenker, Mr. Fred Lighty, and Mr. Robert Spandler. Also present were Mr. Steve Deck 
and Mr. Jerry Duke of the staff.  

 
After the roll call, Mr. Duke announced the agenda’s appearance was modified from past 
meetings. The modification was necessitated in order to meet the notification requirements 
of Act 65 of 2021, which amends Pennsylvania’s Sunshine Act.  The new act, effective 
August 29, 2021, requires public agencies publish a meeting agenda detailing issues expected 
to be deliberated and voted on at the meeting at least 24 hours prior to the public meeting.  
In the Planning Commission’s case, the agendas will required to be published on the 
Dauphin County Planning Commission page on the Tri-County Planning Commission’s 
website in its final form by the Friday preceding the meeting.  Also, meeting packet will be 
sent out to the Commission Members the Friday prior to the meeting.  In future agendas 
there will be an item to recognize members’ items brought up at the meeting.  This can be 
added as a ‘Report by the Commission Members’ in the agenda’s Reports section.   
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
On a motion made by Mr. First, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission approved 6-0 
the minutes from the August 2, 2021 meeting.  
       
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
On a motion by Mr. Spandler, seconded by Mr. Kerschner, the Commission approved 6-0 to 
transfer to TCRPC the Subdivision and Sewage Module review fees in the amount of 
$3,070.79 for August, 2021. The Treasurer’s Report in the form of Financial Statements for 
the month ending August 31, 2021 were accepted for filing and audit. 

 
REPORTS 
 
a. Report of Officers:  No items. 

 
b. Communications & Staff Reports:  No items.  

 
c. Program Progress Report: August, 2021 (attached) 

 
Mr. Deck said staff has been working with Dauphin County IT staff to coordinate the 
development of additional computer capacity to handle real time traffic information.  
This is being completed in coordination with the Waze cooperative agreement.  He 
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also said staff is completing an ADA ramp inventory of the sidewalks in the Tri- 
County area.  The study has shown 2/3 of the areas that should have ramps do not 
have them constructed.  This work may lead to an ADA sidewalk ramp construction 
bundling project.  Also, staff is completing the final revisions to the Regional 
Transportation Plan.  The revisions were based upon the comments received from 
CAT and SARAA.   He also mentioned several other projects, including an update to 
the county-wide stormwater planning (Countywide Action Plan (CAP)) effort. He 
also indicated Mr. Duke was again working with Widener Law students with the 
creation of model ordinances.  Mr. Duke indicated several topics are being 
investigated by the students including parking, environmental justice and affordable 
housing.  Their results will be shared upon their completion.  Mr. First stated there 
should be caution on the use of the information on Environmental Justice as often 
the information provided on this topic can be politically biased.  Care must be taken 

to determine if the information is balanced.  He suggests ordinances only should be 
used if it is based on quantified methods and information.  Mr. Deck presented 
information on the work completed to date on the update to the Planning Toolkit.  
 

d. LPA Report: August, 2021 (attached) 
 
e. Committees:  
 

Mr. Duke indicated the ad hoc Attainable Housing Committee met on August 23rd 
and there was good discussion regarding the Attainable Housing fact sheet and 
proposed modification to the TCRPC model zoning ordinance.  Mr. Duke said 
subsequent comments were received from Committee members.  Staff will look at 
those comments and will make revisions based upon the comments.  Mr. Lenker 
asked if the comments could be shared with all of the ad hoc committee members.  It 
was noted that would be completed.      
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
a. Subdivision/Land Development Matters 
 

 
1.  Review/Comments  

 
On a motion by Mr. Kerschner, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission 
voted 6-0 to ratify staff reviews of the fourteen (14) Subdivisions/Land 
Development Applications. 

 
b. Zoning Amendments  

 
1. Lower Paxton Township – Parkway Farms Open Space Development 

Overlay District   
 
On a motion by Mr. Spandler, seconded by Mr. Kerschner, the Commission 
voted 6-0 to recommend adoption and to ratify the comments on the proposed 
amendment as presented by staff.     
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c. Sewer Modules 
 
1. West Hanover Township – Heritage Estates Plan 
2. City of Harrisburg – Veterans Outreach of Pennsylvania Tiny Home 

Community 
3. Lower Paxton Township – Heroes Grove Phase 3 
 

On a motion by Mr. Lenker, seconded by Mr. First, the Commission voted 6-
0 to ratify staff comments for the sewer modules. 

  
d. Intergovernmental Reviews 

 
1. Susquehanna Township –Dauphin County Parks and Recreation Fort Hunter 

Accessible Playgrounds  
2. Jefferson Township – Camp Small Valley 
3. Halifax Township – Halifax Township Home Ownership Project – Phase I  

  
On a motion by Mr. Kerschner, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission 
voted 6-0, with the exception on item number 3, with Mr. Lenker abstaining, 
to indicate plan consistency for each of the applications. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
 

Mr. Deck noted that TCRPC has signed a five year lease for the office to remain in its 
current location at 112 Market Street.    
 

 There were no other additional items.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:40 p.m. The next meeting 

of the Commission is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on Monday, October 4, 2021   

 
The meeting will be in the Dauphin County Veteran’s Memorial Office Building’s Second 
Floor Conference Room for those wishing to meet in person. The meeting will be also 

available to the public and Commission members via Zoom.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Josh First 
Josh First 
Secretary 


